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To the moſt Reverend Father in God, 


GILBERT, 
Lord Archbiſhop of < anterbury, 
\- nr JH8-CKACE 1 4 
Primate of All England, and Metropolitan 


one of His Majeſties Moſt Honourable \. 
Privy CouNClL; &Cc, | oy 


Nay it pleaſe your Grace, 

<2 HAT the Vertues of Great Perſons are ſome: 
[IX times dangerous to themſelyes, is roo manifeſt - 
$ £2] in the Liberty I have taken to prefer the fol. 
| AL lowing Hiſtory to your Graces Patronage, your 
Fe own Afﬀability, and Bounty having procur'd 
wy © youthat Inconvenience, and Encourag'd me 
. to a Dedication ; I ſhould not otherwiſe, and at a moo, + he 
of Favour, have preſum'd to impoſe upon your Prote&tion : a 
Truth I have not only thought fic ro put your Grace in mind of; 
the better ro excuſe my Preſumprtion , but have moreqver been 
prompted thereunto by an honeſt Vanity, I have, the World 
' ſhould take notice, that how privace ſoever my Life has been, 
[ have not alcogether convers'd with Obſcurity : but that I have 
had the Honour co be ſomerinie known unto , and to have been 
- Fayour'd by one of the greateſt Prelates, and the beſt Men upon 

Earth. | | 
Thus (my Lord) by my own ill govern'd , though otherwiſe 
not very Criminal Ambition , I am put upon a neceſſity of 
ſeeming to accuſe that Vertue , 'I have fo juſt reaſon to mag- 
nifie ; and from whence I have deriv'd ſo many advantages, to 
colour a boldneſs, that would otherwiſe admit of no Excuſe. 
Neither will this I fear ſerve me againſt the Cenſures of the 
Time, by whom I expc& notwithſtanding to be accug'd of an- 
other ſort of Yanity, that ſomerhing of mine may be worthy 
your Graces Acceptation; which if I ſhould ablolutely deny, 
the Dedication it ſelf would then convince me of a premedita- 
ted injury to your Name. .. | cannot therefore avoid confeſling 

| A 2 I think 


Ay: 


- — ——c 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, © 


I think this Hiſtory ſo fine a thing in it ſelf, that if | be nor 
the worſt Franflator that ever Writ (andithere is no Triumph 
ducto the beſt) ir may very well endure the light, and paſs 
amongſt good natur'd men, with other things , that every 
day ſally ET, the:Preſs; which is my true opfnion of ir, and 
nothing more. . | | 
A more llluftrious Image of Vertne , and Hlonour than is 
here repreſented in the Perſon of the Duke of Eſpernon, in my 
little Reading I have no where mer with, a more exemplary 
Piety , 2 braver Courage , a more ſhining and unblemiſh'd 
Loyalty, more inviolate Friendfhips, nor a nobler Conftancy in 
all che ſhocks of Fortune ; ſo that I have ſormetimes thought, 
had there not been little mixture of Humane Frailty amongft 
ſo many excellent Qualities as he was Maſter of to a very great 
perfe&tion, the Story would. havelook'd like an Idea of an; Hero 
only, and rather a Charafter of what a Brave man ſhould be, 
than what any man ever truly. was. There are indeed ſome 
Paſſages in his Hiſtory, that, are not altogether to be juſtified, 
though none that may-not ( methinks) be ſlipr over amongſt ſo 
many better Pages of his Life , like a Counterteir Piece in a great 
Summe of Current Gold, I-30 EYE: | 
- If (my Lord). have been fo (ucceſsful as to make «tolerable 
Copy ob this brave Original, and that my endeavour be graci- 


are not always the hardeſt co pleaſe, and ever the apteſt to. for- 


"give; which being granted, .I ſhall appear in a good meaſure jy- 


ſtified inthe great _ [ have taken co recommend my Book 
to your Graces peruſal: and-it has ſo much the better Title to 
your Acceptance, as it is the Fruit of the moſt innocent part of 
my time; and offer'd with a Heart as grateful for the many Fa- 
vours | have receiv'd from your Graces Bounty , and as full of 
Honour and Reverence for your Perſon, and Dignity as any 
Man, whoina better, and more ſtudied ſtile may take the bold- 


nels to ſubſcribe himlclf, 
My Lotd, 


Beresford, this 30" Your Graces 
of Oftober, 1669. 
Moſt Humble, and 


moſt Obedient Seryant 


Charles Cotton. 
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WW 1ving about three Years ſince, and. in the Vacancy. 


of a (ountry Life, . taken this Palume, in hand, be- 


i 


was caltd away firſt by Employment , and efter  diſ+ 
miſs'd from that, taken off by. ſo long, aud. ſo.un- 
comfortable a Sickneſs, that I found my ſelf ut- 


terly unfit for any undertaking of this , or any other kind, and conſe- 


quently bgd almoſt given.over all thoughts of proceeding in a work which 


at ſome melancholy times T beliey'd I might not live. to, finiſh. Being ſince. - 


reſtor'd to a better ſtate of Health, and coming to review-my Papers, 
either the diſlike of what I bad already done , the ſhame of having been 
ſo long in doing it, the indiſpoſition my Diſeaſe left ſtill hanging upon 
me, the bulk of What Thad undertaken, . the little leiſure 1 conceiv'd 1 
might have wherewith to perform it, or all togethtr , bad almoſt perſwa- 
ded me to bold on the ſame reſolution , and for ever to let it alone: till 
recallefting my ſelf, Iremembred I had, a greater Qbligation upon me 
(which nevertheleſs T do not think fit to publiſh in this place) to go 
through with what I had already begun , than was to be diſſoly'd by any 
truant Humonr, or private Averſionof my own. 1 therefore reaſſum'd 
my former purpoſe, and ſome months fance took the Book again in good 
earneſt in band, which when 1 bave ſaid , any ingenious perſon may reas 
ſonably wonder, how a man in good earneſt, and that has ſo little to do 
in the world as I bave, could be all this tedious time about ſuch a piece of 
Work 4s this :' To which (if what T have already ſaid will not ſerve for 
an excuſe) 1 ſhall anſwer, that although by my incapacity , my ill for» 
tune, or both, I ſtand excus'd from publick Employment, Thave notwith- 
ſtanding ſo much private concern of my own to divert me , and ſo few 
moments to beſtow upon my ſelf, that I wonder 'tis done ſs ſoon : An 
Apology I might bowever have ſpar'd, ſince my baſte will Tfear be too le- 
' giblein every Line, , 
And now that I have told my Reader why I have proceeded ſo ſlowly 
in the ork, [conceive it time (as men in Prefaces uſually do) to give 
ſome account of the motives that induc'd me to. undertake it at all; 
Which though they will ariſe to no better reaſons than what other men 
uſually give for their Follies in ſuch caſes , will nevertheleſs ſerve per- 
haps to ſatisfie ſuch as are kindeſt to me , and who will not render them- 
ſelves over-hard to be ſatisfied in a thing wherein 1 preſume they would 
themſelves be content to ſee me juſtified. It vas not therefore out of any 
| a ambition 


fore I bad gone throngh the. gbree firſt Books. 1. 


= 
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| loweſt Form of Writhrs, ahd 


| would tacitly imply ſomething of opinion they muſt have 
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ambition I bad to be again in Print, 1having ſuffer d too much that way 
already ; nor to be reputed s good Tranſlator, the'btſt/Whereof fit in the 
Oo bne can be proud 6 the meaneſt Compa- 

ny ; neither ſhall 1 retend to be put uponit by my Friends , for that 
| of .my ability 

chit'ay;,* Dit Trinſt Be fo julſt to nf my worthy  Aequiabntwrite , as ts 
declare them mitof bitter judgments, thari to be ſo dectiv'd; beſides 
the greiter part of them benig better Frenchmen, than J-pretend to 
be;ſuch as have rtad the Original, could never wiſh to ſet it 'blemiſh'd 
by Jo wnsKilfyl #' Band * either was Tpionpted to'is by any defign. of 


_ ddvailtigt, thit conſideration "being ever very much below m 
' tholiphts'; no#r0 oblige the world , that bring as much above jexpds 


Aution *" But having an incur4bl# bumony of ſcribling upou” me; T be- 
liev'd T could Mts t a bravty Subjeft for my Friends diveyſion, and 
my own Evtertaihinent than this, wherein I thought at leaf Tdiſcover'd 


_ 45 #ueB Variety of Revolation, and accident at is atty Whert in nd larger 


4 Volume to be folndl , beſides ſomething of utility, here bring a yene- 
ra account of the moſt important Tranſaftions of Europe for above 
threeſcort years togetber, and in one continatd- ſeries of has Þhich 
bye otberwife only to be pick'd up out of ſeveral Authors , and moſt of 
them mitted in all: bat that which gave me the greateſt invitation (be- 


fides the CharaFter of Honour that continues throughout the whole thred 


of bis Lift) was the great example of uncorrupred Loyalty the Dake 
of Eſpernon ever retain'd in all bis Exigencies, and Diſgraces ; 4 
Vertme which though none of the Nobility F thus Kingdom (for whom 
this & chiefly defien'd) need to be informed in, 'tis neverthelsſs a glorious 
Record, and otigbt to be i Fiftery, that fuccerding times may ſee «fter 
Þhat manner a good Subjeft (buy powerful foever ) ought to behave 


* himſelf; how ; or bow unkindly foever bis Prince fhall pleaſe to diſpoſe 
' Of bis Perſon, and Fortune. This conſideration it was, that after a firſt, 


and fecond reading of this brave life (though every year of it contains 
pariety endugh to furniſh out a Fliſtory) which 1 muſt confeſs to have 
been the greateſt temptation that decoy'd me into this undertaking, eſpe- 
cially when 1 reflefted upon the times we our ſelves have ts0 lately ſeen, 
when Loyalty was not very much in faſhion, or not to be 0wned withoud 
manifeſt Yuine. And altbough 1 know very well we have Examples 
enow of Vertu, Bravery, Wiſdom, Fidelity, and Honour mm perſons of 
our own Nation, 45 well Kings as Subjefts, Princes of the Blood, Ge- 
nerals, Eccleſiaſticks, and Stateſmen, both of Former , and the preſent 
Age, and the meaneſt of theſe Lives ſufficient to create as beautiful a 
Story ; yet of thoſe the Dead are many of them already recorded beyond 
my imication, and to Write in Praiſe of the Living ( beſides tht danger 
of ſtanding ſuſpefed, either of Flattery, or Deſign ) were to offend the 


modeſty natural to all generous minds, In 


y 


ee, 
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In the next place; 1 am to acquaint my Reader , that the dathor of - 
this Ediſtory Monſieur Girard was. Secretary to the Duke. of Eſper« 
non; at a very extraordindry perfou in bimfelf , as you will findin the 
Texture, Diſpoſition;,and Elegancy.of the whote ,. in deſpight of: my iti 
handling ; by which advantages be mnib doubtleſs be able to.give the: beſt, 
' and trueft account of any whoeder, both of bis Hafters private dffairs, 
and the general Tranſaftions of. that time, he being (eſpriially. m thi 
Duke') later ears) continually etplay'd by bim , and the \Duke' bimſelf 
being ſo-eternally upon the Seene.of Aion , that we ſhall: ſeldom find 
him retir'd, and alent in the whyle corſe of bis Life." And although his 
dependence upon this great perſon may render his teſtimony ſuſpeted to 
ſome, he is however fo generally allow'd by the moſt Intelligent, and ſuch 
«6 are beſt read inthe Aﬀair: of that Kingdom, for a faithful Hiſts- 
pian, that the truth of the Story ought to Balance any other defeR of 
the work. 
Laſtly, in the behalf of my Bookſeller Mr. Brome (to whoſe Kind- 
neſs 1 owe more, than Ican pay him by this Impreſſion) 1 am to ſay, 
that altbough Idare not anſwer how far this Fiſtory may ſuffer by m 
Overſights, of Miſtakes, or by the Faults eſcap'd the Preſs, which (1 
know not by what accident) are very many, and ſome of them very con- 
ſederable ; yet I dare pronounce it one of the beſt things I bave ſeen in 
that Language, I do not mean for the Excellency, or Harmony of the 
Stile, which in the Original it ſelf, though the Words there be very Oig- 
nificant, Blegant, and admirably well choſen, i notwithſtanding none of 
the ſmootheſt 1 have read : but for the importance of the Subjeth, 
wherein you will find much of the Policy of that time , not only of 
France itſelf, but moreover of the Courts of England, Rome, Spain, 
Savoy, Germany, Sweeden, and the States of the United Provin- 
| Ces, together with a Narrative of all the moſt celebrated Battels; Skir- 
 miſhes, Renconnters, Combats, Sieges, Aﬀaults, and Stratagems for 
above threeſcore years together, with the Deſcriptions of the Strengths, 
Situations, and diſtances of (ities, Towns, Caſtles, (ittadels, Forts, 
Rivers, Countries, Seigneuries , Turiſdiftions, and Provinces, and all 
this collefted, and deliver d by a F udicious, and Lmpartial Hand, an ex- 
tr aor dinary effe&} of a French Pen, that Nation (eſpecially in Records 
that immediately concern their own Honour) having been commonly 0b- 
ſerv'd to be very civil «ſe : So that methinks the Dignity of the 
© Subje&, and the Ingerivity of the Author confider'd, a work how unhap- 


pily ſoever perform'd by me, undertaken nevertheleſs meerly for the com- 
mon benefit, and delight, ought not to be diſcountenanc'd, nor very ill 
receiv'd. | 

Tet do I not (though in the foregoing Paragraph , T have diſcover'd 
ſomething of the (harlatan_ in the bebalf of my Bookſeller) bereby ins 


tend 
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tend to beg any favour for my ſelf, or by theſe large promiſes - to bribe 

my Reader into milder Cenſures ; neither do I think it fit to provoke him * 

by' a defiance ; for that were to be anill Man, as well-as an ill Writer. 1 
therefore franckly, and without condition expoſe my ſelf to every mans 
Judgment, of which ſuch as appear civil to me are. my Friends , and 1 
ſhall owe them the ſame reſpe&3, when it ſhall be my tuxn'to: Judg';'as it 
is now to be cenſur d ; Thoſe who will not be ſo, 1 fhall threaten no: fur- 
ther, than to put them in mind, that if ever they attempt any. thing of 
the ſame nature, they will then lie under the ſame diſadvantage 1- now 
do, and conſequently may meet with the ſame Injuſtice. TAE 


_ worldly-revolution, of which glorious,and extraordinary Examples are 


U 


THORS APOLOGY. 


& Doubt not but many, who in the Front of chis/Book 
© ſhall meet with no more than the baretitle of the Life 
BY 3 of the Duke of Eſpernon, will be very much ſurpriz'd; 
=99 and conſequently | expe& to be by them condemn'd 
== forhaving burthen'd the Preſs with fo large a Vo- 
SEFUAgrs limeupon no other account, than the meer Narra- | 
tive of one particular Life : butif ſuch ſhall conſider thac this Life con- 
tinued for almoſt an Age, and thatit was continually taken up in the 
greateſt and moſt remarkable Tranſa&tions of all that time, that confide- 
ration. will doubtleſs conquer their aftoniſhmenc , and it may then per- 
haps fall out, that inſtead of the Imputation I have ſo much apprehen- 
ded, they will allow me ſome Excuſe, if not ſome Commendation, in 
that I have not been ſparing of a few words , to the end ſo many brave 
and plorious Attions might be the better,-and more truly known. 
Intreating of a Perſon fo highly concern'd as the Duke of Eſpernon 
was in the general Aﬀairs of the Kingdom, I have been conſtrain'dto rip 
up agreat many paſſages already upon Record, and ſo ancient,as near an 
hundred years ago ; by which means my work will in many places be 
ftript of that grace of Novelty, which of it ſelf would have been a con- 
fiderable Ornament to it : but having oblerv'd wichal that many of the 
things already publiſh'd, have nor been deliver'd with that laudable can- 
dour, and indifferency (the principal Vertue of Hiſtorians) chat the moſt 
exact have omitted many circumſtances (which are ofc-cimes preferable 
to the main ſcope of the thing it ſelf) and that ſeveral Exploits, the Ho- 
nour wheicof was abſolutely, and indiſputably due to him, whoſe Hi-- 
ſtory I have undertaken, have been either diſguis'd, or unjuſtly attribu- 
ted to others who had no ſhare in the execution, I conceiy'd that by the 
reverence to truth | ſtood obligd to clearthoſe miſtakes, and in ſeveral 
paſſages to vindicate the Duke's honelt intentions., againſt ſuch at were 
evidently paffionate againſt his perſon, and emulovs of his Honour. 
Theſe indeed were the principal inducements that have ſometimes 
rernpted me our of the preciſe limits of the Duke of Eſpernon's Life, and 
that have adminiftred occaſion to ſtretch ſome of his Aions beyond 
their narural extent, and beyond what directly touch'd his own perſon , 
not that I needed notwichſtanding to ſeek matter out of the way of my 
deſign; for wherecouldI poſſibly have choſen ovt a more ample or a 
more illuſtrious Subje& 2 there is hardly any o notable event, or (o high 
performance within the proſpe& of Hiſtory , or in the viciſfitude of 


Not here to be found Could any thing be imagin'd more aRive, or more 
CHE. vigorous 


The Anthors Apology 
vigorous in his proſperity, or more conſtant, and even in all che diſgra- 
ces that befel him, than this great man was ? Since then upon theſe two 
principles, Valour and Fertitude. all life depends, and that from the man- 
ner t a man's Behaviour in Proſperities, and his manly ſupporting the 
Adverſities of Fortune, are extracted all the precepts for the conduQ of 
Humane Life, what utility may we not propoleto our ſelves, from the 
great examples both of the'one, andthe other , which are every where 
ro be mice with in the current of this Hiſtory ? 
/,It is not nevertheleſs , that we may nor perhaps ſometimes obſerve 
ſome flying Clouds in this Serene Firmament of Vertue, that conſtancy }_ 
ſo much celebrated for the moſt eminent quality in him, of whoſe Acti- 
ons | have undertaken to give an account , having not always been acs. 
quitted from cenſure, He has been ſomerimes accus'd of too ſevere, and 
rao obſtinatea humour, in that he would never give place to time, .nor 
accommodate himſelt co the neceſſity of Afﬀairs , and that he would ne- 
ver yield, not even then when he ſaw he could not contend , but to his 
own manifeſt Ruine. Icannot deny, but thar in this particular there was 
ſomething to have been wiſh'd, if men would have the Vertue of the 
Great confin'd within the narrow bounds of common Prudence : bur 
were it notin the mean time to offer violenceto thoſe great Souls, eleya- 
red ſo much above the ordinary condition-of men, to ſubje their acti- 
ons tothe Rules of others? Iris very true that this Duke could never 
remporizein the leaſt, nor ever gave way to any thing that juſtled his 
Humour ; thaton the contrary he has often puſht things on to the laſk 
extremes, and that from very trivial and light beginnings he has pull'd 
vpon himſelf many, and great Diſgraces : bur if in this particular any 
thing may be found wherewith to reproach his Condu&t, what Praiſes 
are not due to his Courape, that could never bend , nor bow under the 
higheſt Perſecutions ? Something eſlential would have been wanting 
_ in his Life, had he been always happy ; and he contributed no little to his 
plory, in ſometimes promoting his own Misfortunes, they having made 
a diſcovery of Qualities in him, which in a continual proſperity would 
have been totally buried, and conceal'd. - 

So bravean Argument does, I muſt confeſs , deſerve a far better Pen 
than mine todo it right, and I am ſufficiently conſcious of my own jms * 
perfe&tion, tothink my {el infinitely below the dignity of my Subject; 
neither was it any vain deſign of publiſhing my own Name, that prom- 
pted me to this attempt; and had 1 had no greater a reverence to the Re- 

cation of another, than any relpe&t to my own,l had never embarqu'd 
1n this delign. I very well underſtand ro what a man expoſes himſelf 
who ſubmits to a publick Judgment ; but I have conſider'd withal, 
that it were a very great weaknels to decline an honourable Undertaking 
for fear of a little Cenſure. Ido herein diſcharge a Debt, and I do ic 
with the beſt I have. Ioweall things co him whoſe Life I have here 
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Written, he brought me up from my younger years by his bounty, nou- 
riſh'd meby: his Favour , in the height of his Diſgraces honour'd me 
with his confidence, and cruſt; he moreover gratified me with leveral, 
and thoſe {ignal Benefits : Is itnotjuſt theo, that ar leaſt I ſhould mani- 
feſt my gratitude by a few words ? | 1 
Yet although I ſtand prepoſleſs'd by ſo many Obligations,l am never: 
theleſs more certain that no one ſhall find me out of that Conſideration, 
corrupted in my BenefaQors Favour ;\ who having.undertaken to give 
a true and fincere account of things, 1} ſhall by. \no means impoſe upon 
che publick belief : Neither do I indeed deſign his Elegy herein, bur 
meerly to giveancxa&t Narrative: of his -Ations, wherein the native 
truth ſhall be the oaly part of Hiſtaty he ſhall receive from my Endea- 
your 3 All the reſt ſhall be wanting;, and have had novlicle ado to pet- 
 ſwade my (elf to give my Book ſo eminent a Title , knowing what Re- 
 ſpe& is due to that great Name, and to ſuch , as in;their better Writings 
' have given him his juſt CharaRerof Honour. - | | 


I have not throughout my whole Work ſpoken roche diſadyantage of 
' any one perſon, eitherout of Animoſity or Deſign ; and if my Paſſions 
went hand in hand with the Intereſts Ef my/Maſter inthe time of his 
Life, they alſo went out with his , when cxtinguiſh'd bythe hand of 
Death. I'do not neyertheleſs pretend to haye been ſo dextrous, as to hays 
ſatisfied all thoſe of whom I have been oblig'd to ſpeak in the order of 
the following Treatiſe, ſome Hiſtorical Truths having perhaps ſlipt in, 
which may not be yery acceprableto ſuch, as yould have all things gran» 
ted to them, and will not allow to others the liberty of a bare recital : 
| but [did not conceive my ſelf oblig'dto ſubmit to that magiſterial Law, 
and therefore have reſery'd the liberty. Cnor extending to injury) an ho» 
neſt man oughtto be jealous of, that he may keep himſelf from being a 
fave to other mens humours by a mean complacency. 
I could ſome years ago have deliver'd this work to the Light, and had 
_ then done it,had not the diſorders of the cime put all things into ſo great 
. - confuſion, thac it was long before I could gather my Meſmoires, which 
- were dilpers'd into ſeveral hands, together again. Now ar laſt by the 
 commandof thoſe who have moſt Authority with me, and at the in- 
ſtance of my Friends, I here preſent themto your view. I wiſh they may 
give ſatisfaQion both tothe one, and the other , and I could be content 
that atisfaQtion might proceed further , and extend to the generality of 
men : bur being I: cannot reaſonably expe that good Fortune upon 
any other account, than meerly asan a&t of Fayour, I ſhall make no 
difficulty co beg that grace of all ſuch as ſhall have the Curioſity, or the 


Patience to xead theſe followng Volumes. 
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(aptain General of all the Kings For- 
ces into Provence, . 141, 142 Hit my- 
raculons eſcape before Aix, 156 He « 

' forſaken by hu Friends inProvence,176 


| Heis trad d by the Cardinal d' Oflat, 


. 1383 He comes to the King to Amiens, 
200 His expedition into Limonſin 240 
| Eſpernon 


ED, 


C4 


The Table. 


| . 384 
| Eſpernon Duke his Expeatition againſt fo | 


Eſpernon Duke goes to the Hoſtel de Ville | Eſtampes op  <þ-.1/0EH 
at Paris upon the Death of Henry the | D'Eftampes bar woeſy flairm 'I6 


Fourth, 2.58 Axd to the Avguſtins, | + . 

259 His Herangue there, - ibid. | T” Amine in Guienne . g8@ 
Eſpernon Duke re-eſtabliſÞ din Metz 267 | Þ Father Arnoux « Feſuite - '-- - . 320 
Eſpernbd Duke generosſly refuſes to con- | Favier ſent to Metz 494 ſpy upon the Duke 
| ſerit to the Murther of the Dnke of Sul- | of Eſpernon - 1314 


ly, though his Enemy, 265 He divides | Faure « common Souldier receives a Cannon- 
bis Eftate amongſt his three Sons, 277| ſhot in the Belly , of which he miracu- + 


He rejetts the proferr d Alliance of 5 louſly eſcapes 


© 4O2Z 
Mareſchal d' Encre, 282 ' He falls | La Fere ſwpriz'd by the Prince of Conde, 


. fick at Angouleſme 295 |. 22 | Surrendred to the King * | 169 
Eſpernon Duke in Diſgrace ' 297 | Fewd betwixt the Princes of the Blood,and 
"> vx Duke ingreat danger, 298 He) the Duke of Eſpernon, 273 Wherein 


retires from (ourt , 299 He preſents 
himſelf before Rochelle 303 c 5 
Eſpernon Duke's preparation in order to , Fontarabie befieg'd by the Prince of Conde, 
the Queen Mothers eſcape from Blois, | - 563 The Prince defeated there ' 596 
332 His Magnificence , 364 Hic | Fontrailles | 634 
| Letter to the King . 365 | Fort of Aix demuliff/'d | I72 
Eſpernon Duke,his Expedition into.Bearne, | Fort at Arras takew by Aſſault by the Dake 
380 His ſucceſſes there, 383 His| of Eſpernon Lookin AO 
- Generoſity Frejus zakex by the Duke of Eſpernon 1 50 
G. | 


the Queen Regent is favourable to the 
Duk | 274 


i chelle, 389 Hm Attions there 392 (Gow des Sceaux du Vair ' 2I0 
Eſpernon Duke goes to lay Siege fo Royan Gergeau zaken bythe King 114 
534 | + 398 | De:Gourgues firſt Preſident of the Parlia- 
Eſpernon Duke created Governonr of Gui- |. ment of Bordeaux , 418 His Letter 
ene , 403 © He'takes poſſeſſion of his | to the Duke of Efpernon, 419: which 
» Government, 420 He falls ſick, 456 begets an open Rupture betwixt them, 
- He entertains the Queen at Cadillac| 423 His Death and Charatter 459 

"yr | Grillon | 189,190 


| 503 ! | 
 Efpernon Duke ſtops the Progreſs of Rebel- | Guines. ſurrender d to the Arch-Dauke of 


lion in Guienne, 486 And thereupon | Auſtria | | - I96 
i confin'd to his Houſe Plaflac, 528 He | Guiſe Duke retires from Court, and breaks 
fs Excommunicated, 505 'Abſoly/a, | - © into Rebellion, 29 . He approaches with 


532 He falls fuk ' $36| hw ArmytoParis, 42 Comes to Court, 

Eſpernon Duke goes again# the Mmincers| 8&1 Hut Death + I06 
of Bordeaux , 541 And ſuppreſſes | Guiſe Duke, Son to the late Dwke of Guile, 
them 550| created Governour of Provence , 174 


Eſpernon Duke aſpers'd , ihid. : He re- | He goes into Provence with an Army 
cerves ſome reparation, 553 He again | againſt the Duke of Eſpernon 175 
falls fick, 5 55 And again at Bayonne 563 Tris . * 

Eſpernon Duke in the greateſt Diſgrace, 598 AM, ſurrendred to the. Arch-Duke 
He is depos'd from his Government, and | 3 of Auſtria: 196 
calumniated, 599 Wherenpon he again | Harangue of the Duke of Eſpernan in the 


falls fick, 600 And again at Plaſlac } . Holtel de Ville of Paris 22 


618 
Eſpernon Duke commanded toretire to Lo- 


Henry. the third Proclaims War with the 
Hugonots, 49 He forbids the Duke 


ches, and upon what occaſion, 619 & | | of Guile from coming to Paris, 70 Whe 
ſequ. His arrival there 631] motwithſtanding comes, 71. He reſolves 
. | Elpernon Duke falls mortally fick, 644 to put the Duke of Guile to Death 105 
His good diſpoſition to dye y 646 His | Henry the Third retires ro Chartres 72 

. 650[ Henry the Third together with the King of 


Navarre 


Death 


"The: Tile 


Navarre eſcope narrowly of being both 

7 taken 48 Tours s' IIo 
the Third ſleim.at St.Clon 116,117 
Henry the Poyrth turns Roman Cathelick 
160; 
Henry: the Fourth comes to the Leaguer be-' 
" fere Amiens 0 | 


| 200 
' Henry: the Fourths Expedition to Sedan 
| | 2 


Henry the Fourth raiſes a mighty Army _ 
Henry the Fourths Speech to the Queey in 

the Dake of 'Eſpernon's Favour 35 1 
- Henry the Fourth, 47 Ravillac -> 25 3 


Ane Albret Queen of Navarre deny d 


extrance into Leitoure by Monſieur de | 


la Valente | 394 
La lliere Gowernenr of Loches. _ _- 342 
uſe riſes in favour, 15 Heis ſbyt in 

the Face: at the Siege of la Fere, 23 
Adwvanc d to the Dignity of Dukt , and 
Peer of France, 26 \. He is ſlain at. the 

' Battel of Courras .. . .'65 
Ile of Maran  ſwrpriz/d by the Duke of 
pernen 394 


Atharine of Bourbon only Sifter to 
Henry. the Foarth , Married to the 
Duke of Bar | Z 203 

ing of Navarre advances to the relief of 
ws Do Eſpernon at Angouleſme. x00 
Gng of Sweeden wins the Battel of Lip- 
ck 490 
King of | Navarre makes his eſcape from Nt, 
Germanes, 9 He joyns Forces with 
Henry. tbe Third of * France, 110 His 
Firſt averſiox to the Duke of Eſpernon 
augmented at the Siege of Eſtampes 


7 I14, I15 
Afin's Charafter , 206 
Laon Befieg'd 230] 


League take up Arms, 38 Their Exploits, 
41 They publiſh « Manilclto againſt 
the Duke of Eſpernon, and his Brother, 


| Letter from the Queen to the Dake of Eſ- 
pernon, and from the Cardinal, 608 
| . | Anſwer to the Cardinal's . ; 


* Queen Mother after her | eſcape from 
Blois ' R * 354 
Lettey from Lewis the Thirteenth to: the 
Duke of 'Eſpernon, 622 The Capy- 


| G2, 

Lewis the Thirteenth reſolves to arreſt the 
Deke of Eſpernon |, , 3ar 
Lewis the Thirteenth his it108 into 
 Traly, 461 He falls fick 6t Lyons, 478 
| Recovers CORTE 80 
Limoges Reſewd by the Dake of Eſpernon 
. out of the hands of the League 125 
Lorme's Treachery © 334, & ſequ, 
Lorrain Duke makes War wpon France 471 
Lnines the great Favourite, 308 His 
'Quarrel to the Duke of 'Eſpernon, 310 


' His deſign ro [jt bus, 311 Preven- 
5 retiring 312 


ted bye 
Af Adaillan calumniates the Duke of 
Eſpernon. , _ - 635 
Madam the Kings Sifler falls fick of the 
Swall Pox 6 PoiGtiers 292 
Marcelles attempted by the Duke of El) per- 
| yon, lit 18 Vain it 5 181 T53 
Mareſchal Byron ſent Ambaſſadoar into 
Evgland, 217 Andinto ms, 
21 

Mareſchal Byron arrives «t Fountain 
Bleau, 222 - He #s beheaded 223 
Mareſchal d' Encre #«kes Arms agzinſt the 
Prince of Conde, and his Fattion, 300 
His Death - ' 307 
Mareſchal de Themines his difference with 
the Duke of Elpernpn, 4321 They are 
reconciPd 423 
Marquis de la Valette Merries Madamois 

ſelle de Vernevil 
Marquisde la Force revo/ts in Bearne 379 
Marquisde la Valette like to be ſlain Fa £ 
Hine | 4or 
Markillac ſlain at the Siege of Privas 284 


4, | 
Lendrecis taken by the Duke de Candalle 


5 
Letter from the Queen Mother to the Duke 
of Eſpernon, 323 ' Awother, - 329 
Another, 530 Cnother 352 
Letter from the King to the Q. Mother ivid. 
Letter from the King to the Duke of E\- 


Maſcaron ſlain before Chartres 


13 
$3 | Match with the Infanta of Spain conceel, 
203 


Matelet defeated attempting to relieve 
Callis - _ 195 
; Maubeuge taken by the Duke de Candalle 


pernon 


. 593 
521 | Mauzac ſurrendey'd to the P, of Elp. 144 


ayenne 


60g 
{| Lerter from Lewis the Thirteenth to the © 


x4 
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Mayenne Duke goes with a great Army 


395 
Minieux defeated , and taken Priſencr by 


| Monſieur Marries the Dutcheſs of Mont- 


Monſieur retires in diſcontent from Conrt, 


Monfſicur dc la Valet 


 apainſ} the Buecen «Mother, 356 He 
þ. 7% by 4 Musket-ſbot before Montau- 
14beq © © 


the Duke of Eipernon 133 
Miraculous eſcape a 182 
Mirebcau t«kew by the Spaniard * $62 
Moifſac ſurrendred to the Duke of Eſper- 


- non | © I44 
Moncaſlin wounded at Tours Ie 
Monſerrat deſeri d 409 
Monſieur de la Valette defeats part of the 

| Forein Army at Lizere | 66 


. -penſter - 439 


- 471 He returns , 472 He retzes 


\» 4g 4in from Conrt Wat © G72] 


Monſieur retires into Flanders, 1484 He 
| invades the King France 492 
Brother to the 
Duke of E(pernon, ſlain at the Siege 4 
. Roquebrune >. FS | 
Montauban reliev/d by the Duke of Eſper- 
non, 144 - Surrendred 
Montauron ſurrendred to Mercy to the D. 
- of Eſpernon ** ©. 345 
Montereau Faut-Yonne t«key by Pefarr 


Montmelian ſurrendred to the King's _ 

wy SO 

Montmorency D. declares in fawvenr of the 
Monſieur, 492 '* Heis taken Priſoner, 


497  He'is brought to Tholonze in or- |. 


der to his Trial, 498 The Duke of 


464. 


Obcliske ereed by the Duke of Efpernon 
- in the Churchof St. Clou to the Memy- 
ry. of his Maſter Henry the third of 

- France 1 oh p: '2Z 
Obſequies of the two Kinps , Henry > 4 
- . Third, and Fourth of France perfornid 
as one, aud the ſame time 9. "260 
Office of Colonel General of France exefted 
4-48 Favour of the Duke of Eſpernon 37 
Aris befieg'd . "2x16 
* Parliament of Bordeaux" draw up an 
* Tnformation againſt the Duke' of Elper- 
_ PEI »,: 1 
Peace with the Augonots concluded © 436 
Peace betwixt the King and the Queen Mo- 
- ther concluded at Angouleſme © 358 
Peace concluded with the Prince of Conde 
Peace between the Crowns of France and 


 Spain.concluded at Vervins 202,203 
Peace concluded with Savoy \' 209 
Pedro Medici wounded at the forming of 
 - Aplimane 2» Caramania:' © 8 *'280 


Perigueux Revolts, but the Mutiny is ap- 
peasd by Verthamont Intendant de Ja 


Sv er YR bl 548 
Peytoles + deſerts the Duke of Eſpernon 

AL \® I 
5 | Philip Coſpean' his beginning and i 
vancement © , 236,237 
Pignerol ix Savoy taken by Cardinal Ri- 
chelieu | 472 
Fimentel a Italian Gamefter comes to the 
French (ourt \, © 235 


Ptviers opens its Gates to the King 11 


Eſpernon intercedes for him , but in 
. vain, 499 Heis beheaded ' 5O2 
Montpellier befieg\d, 410  Surrenared, 
414 
Montpenſier Duke Marries Katharine de 
Joycuſe, 203 His Death 247 
Money Jent by the. Queen Mother to the 
Duke of Eſpernon , in order to her ef 
: cape from the _ of Blois 350 


N Egrepoliſle taken by aſſault 403 
Nevers D. preſents himſelf with a 
. great CArmy before Metz 358,359 


La Noue, his attempt and Charatter 392 | * 


Noyon ſurrenared to the King 35 
| "5" 


Ath Adminittred to the Queen Ao- 
ther 320 


Plefſis Baufſonniere ſex by the Duke of Eſ- 
- pernon zo Mareſchal Byron 220,221 
Pletſs Bauflonniere comes to the Queer 
Mother to Blois, 343,344 His Death 48g 
Pompeo Targone ax Italian Emgizeer 393 
Pont de CE aſſaulted , and the Paſs pain'd 
| p 
Pontoiſe ſurrendred At 
Princes of the Blood diſcontented 272 
Prince of CondC returns to Court, and a 
pears difſatisfied with the Dake of EC- 
pernon, 269 He is confin d 269 
Prixce of Conde offers ſome propoſitions to 
the Duke of Eſpernon,, 610 which 
are rejected by the Duke G12 


' Prince of Conde made Lieutenant General 


zn Guienne , and ſome other adjoyning 
Provinces | 4.5% 
Prince 


The 


Table. 


Prince of Conde arrives iu Guicnne 590 
462 


Privas taken by Aſſault 


Veen Anne of Auſtria arrives at | Rohan Dube takes Armes 
296 


9 
Oners: Elizabeth of England ſends « Cone- | 


Bordeaux 


plement to the Duke of Eſpernon , by 
Mareſchal Byron 219 
Queen Mother ſent to Treat an Acconmmo- 
' "dation with the Lords of the League, 47 
which is concluded at Nemours ag 


Queen Mother ſent to Treat with the King | 


' of Navarre 54> 55 
FE 4s Mother Mary de Medici attempts 


"to recover her Liberty, 316 She ad- 
dreſſes her ſelf to the Duke of Bovillon, 


| 3 17 Sheeſcapes from Blois, 349 & 
e 


qu. She us receiv d by the Duke of El- 

| pernon, 350 She arrives at Loches, 
ww ._/ Her Letter to the Duke of Eſper. 
*--non, 352 Her Letter fo the King 35} 
Quegn Mother prepares for War, and is de- 
erted by all the Nobility , excepting the 

" Duke of Eſpernon, 354 
from Angouleſme to go to court 366 
Oueen Mother begins a ſecond war, 370 
* .but with ill ſucceſs, 372 Whereupon 
an Accommodation enſues 373 
Queen Mother profeſſes an open hatred to 
{ardinal Richelieu, 471 She retires 
znto Flanders X 484 


Amefort deſerts the Duke-of Eſper- 

non I76 
Ramete 4 common Souldier receives a 
ſtrange ſhot before Royan, of which he 
as ſtrangely recovers 402 
Rebellion breaks out in ſeveral Provinces of 
France, 577 Quieted by the Duke de 
la Valette | 580 
Reiters enter into France, 54 They Ar- 
ticle, and retire 64 
Three Remarkable Stories 616, 617 
Reply of the Duke of Eſpernon zo the King 


| 


| 240 
Rexreat of Houdan made by Monſieur de 
la Valerre father to the Duke of Eſper- 


nen © | 3 
Retreat made by the Cardinal de la Valette 


She departs | 


[ St, 


tbe Marquis de Themines 362 
Rochetorr ſurpriz'd by the Rochellers Jox 
Rochelle ſurrendred to the King 457 
2 
Royan deſerib'd, 398, 399 The Gs 
taken, 400 And the Town by aſſault 

| 402 

arroves 
J21 

cellay Treats with the Duke of Eſper- 
non about the Queen Mothers E cape 
from Blois 328 
Rucellay deſerts rhe Queen Mother, J61 
His Gratitude and pood Offices to the 
Duke of Eſpernon | | 
Rupture betwixt the Duke of Eſpernon, 
and Villeroy Secretary of State, 4% 
which grows widey 52,53 
Rupture betwixt the Duke of Elpernon,and 
the Duke de Luines 309 


Q527 Aix, 152 Twoothers 1 
| St. Afﬀrick befieg'd by the Prince 
Conde, 454 But with ill ſucceſs 
St. Aﬀrick taken, and diſmantled by the 
. Duke of Eſpernon 486 
St. Blancart created Admiral of France 
FD 139 

St. Germains ſurrendred to the Duke of 
Eſpernon +826 
St. Jean d' Angeli ſurrendred, and preſer- 
- ved from being ſack'd by the Duke of 
Eſpernon ©; 388 
you de Luz taken by the Spaniard 565 
uc's Diſerace, with the reaſons of it 

| 19, 20 

St. Tropes takewby the Duke of Eſpernon, 
I5o Retaken by Meſples 179 
Savoy pradtices the Mareſchal Byron 286 + 
La Sauvitat taken by Aſſault 580 
Seaition off Guicnne | 


Rucellay « Florentine, 317 He 
at Sedan * 
[Ru 


| 


ms 
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of 
455 


3x. 


53S 
Stege of Perigucux rais'd by the Duke of 
Eſpernon 107 


Sentence of Excommunication againſt the 
Duke of Eſpernon 5I5 
Separation betwixt the Duke de Candalle 
axd the Dutcheſs his wife . 278 
Sieurs de Vaous Brothers deſert the Duke 
of Eſpernon 176 


554 
10G | 


431) 


Revol made Secretary of State 
Revolt of Montauban 


| 


Rhoſne 4 Gentleman of Champagne 192 
Richelieu Brother to the Cardinal ſlain by 


Skirmiſh betwixt the Dukes of Eſpernon 
and Guile 179 


Sobole Deputy Governour of Metz, 230 


His ingratitude, 231 Hes deposd from 
his Government 232 
Socuety 
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| Society of the Feſuites reeftabliſh'd in 


ez | | 233 
Socoa taken by the Spaniard 565 
Soubize invades the Country of Mcdoc, 

434 Heis defeated 435 
Spain and Savoy invade the Duke of Man- 


tua * 
Spaniſh Forces jvade Picardy, 561 Aud 


Guienne | 562 
Spaniſh Army defeated by the Duke de la 
Valette 582 


Speech of the Duke of Eſpernon to the 
King | 7 
Speech of the Duke of Eſpernon in the 


Council 


3ZO 
| Speech of the Duke of Elpernon to his Of- 


ficers, 153 Another DE. v4 
Speech of the Duke of FEſpernon to the 
Queen upon the Death of Henry the 
|  Fourthof France 254 
Speech of the Duke of Eſpernon to the 
Parliament of Paris 209 


| 


Toiras ſent by. the Duke de Luines to the 


Duke of Eſpernon 3 
Truce betwixt Spain, and the United 369 
vinces concluded 248 
| V 


Alette Duke forces le Pas de Suze; 
461 He is in diſgrace, 597 


Flies into England, 598 He 5s in his 
Abſence ſentenc'd to Death ..60z, 
Varennes | 1.0.1 GT 
Verneque ſlain in the Levant 280 


$ | Verthamont Intendant de la Juſtice 5x 


Guienne DEST l. 
Villandry Jew of Apinact 200: 5 
Villebols zakern by the Duke of *Eſpernon © 


| es ! 
Villemur reliev/d by the” Duke of Blrer- 
non Ls PR 
Vincentio Ludovici ſent from the Queen 
Mother tothe Duke of Eſpernonw 322 


W7 with England » 447 here. 


: | | upon follows a Commutios of the 

+ De Thou izvolvy/d in the Ruine of Cinq-1| Hugonot Party i France 452 
Mars, Grand Eſcuyer of France 635] War with Savoy 471 
Tilting at Bordeaux 440 | worthy AGF of a mean Fellow 55 
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VA 4 0-H N- Levis de Nogurer and n la Palette Duke 
= <7 of Efpernon, whoſe Hiſtory attempe to' write, 
chough he were; "in the Progreſs of along Life, 
for the moſt part the Favourite of Fortune, ſtood 
' notwithſtanding no leſs oblig” d to Nature for The Dukes 
*: the advantages he came into the-'world withal Fon 
by his Noble Extra&tion, He was deſcended from an Illuftrious 
Family inthe Higher Gaſcony, 'and ſo ancient , that it has conti- 
nued-above five hundred years from Male to Male, without inter- 
miſſion; a truch I could withour' much difficulty prove , out of 
the Records: and Evidences in my Cuſtody,did not his Genealogy, 
alfeady drawn by a more'skilful hand, render that pains unneceſ- 
ſary in this place; ' I ſhall: therefore only undertake a Narrative 
of 'the Principal Actions of his Life, -withour troubling my Rea- 
der, ot my felt, with a ſuperfluous Caralogueof his Ariceftors. 
The mareer, of which L intend totrear is of it ſelf fo ample,as might 
find work enough for a better Pen, and alchough birth be acknow- 
ledg d by all to be the foundation, upon "_ all nag) 
"4a; 


Z 


rm ——— w—_—_ co — C28 
| 


of Fortune do ordinarily ereQ themſelves , I ſhould not neverthe- 


The Hiſtory of the Life of Book I, 


leſs make any mention of this Dukes, had not the merit and ver- 


' rue of John de Valette his Father ſuch a relation to the Hiſtory of 
| his Son, as will nor permic their names to be ſeparated without 


manifeſt injury to the one, or the bther. 


* Mr, De 
7 hou 
D' Asbi F4 ne. 


Finding my ſelf then oblig'd to look a little back, and to fay 
ſomething of his Father before Icome to him, ſhall cell you (with 
the beſt Hiſtorians of thattime)that he was rank'd amongſt the 
greateſt Captains of this Kingdom , and that by the meer conſide-- 
ration of. his Prudence, and Valour, without any advantage of 
Favour, he was made Camp-Maſter to the Light Horſe of France, 
and the Kings Lieutenant General in Guienne; a Province aboun- 
ding in Nobility, and Gentry, and men of ſuch ſpirits, as would 
have made a difficulty of cheir Obedience to any Superiour, - 
where there had not been an indiſputable concurrence of Merit. 
and Blood. But theſe two qualities, happily meeting in the per- 
ſon of Mewnſier de la Valette, gave him lo great an integeſt; if not 
ſo abſolute a power inthat Countrey, that > evichſlanting It was 
during the time of his Government unquiet and mutinous in ma- 
ny places, and in ſome even to a contempt of the Kings Royal 
Power ;, yet his Authority, never received in thole yery places the 
leaſt affront, or contradiction. - He commanded Armies in chief, 
which were lcd , paid, arm'd , provided for, and kept together 
by his Condu& and Care; and I my ſelf have ſeen many Acts and 
Monuments of that time which ſufficiently diſcover the Power 
and Dignity he preſgry-d entire; even in the moſt difficult funRions 
CO SOT STO INCRETL LY ATTY - 

It was he, who in the Batcels of Drenx, of Farnee and of Mon- 
countour, who inthe Skirmiſhes of Faſennes, of Rent le Diic, and in 
all che moſt ſignal aQions of his time, exerciſing the Office of 
Camp-Maſter to the Light Horſe, by his courage and condu& won 
to himſelf a principal ſhare of the Honour due to the ſucceſſes of 
the Royal Arms ; and chiefly in the Battel of Farnac, which he 
undertook with ſo much prudence , and fought it with ſo much 
bravery, that® they who write the Tranſa&ions of that time, attri- 
bute ſupereminently to him the reputation of that dayes Victory. 

It was hethat made the brave Retreat of Houdan, one of the 
moſt memorable Exploits of that Age , which, though it be re- 
corded by other Writers, deſerves to be recited here ; and the cir- 
cumſtances, which | have ſeveral times heard repeated to the Duke 
his Son, will not render a relation ſuſpeRed that ftands juſtified 
by our own * Hiſtorians. + | 

T he Hugonot Army had laid ſiege tothe City of Chartres , and 

| that 


I, 


= 


Book L the Duke of Eſpernon; 


that of the King was dilpos'd to relieve it; but chat being a work 
of greater preparation,' and leifure,, than the condition of the be- 
ſieged /could well. admit, the. Royal Party conceiv'd , that to di- 
ſturb che' Enemies Camp with frequent Alarums would give the 
defendants:4ome conyenient. reſpite , till a ſuffcient ſaccour 
might: be: made ready. to come, Moynſfieur de la Valegre was 
he that; would take upon him to execute this deſign, and accord- 
ibgly keeping himlelt;.for. the moſt part on Horſeback, he gave fo 


Remark- 
able ex- 
ploits of 


Jobn de la 


good arraccount of what he had.undertaken,, that few dayes pat tte che 


wherein, he-obtain'd, not ſome ſignal advantage oyer the Enemy : 
Now :beating|up one quarter, nowalarming another,with ſuch an 
ativeand upwearied-diligence, as put the Enemy to an uninters 
mitted-duty, - and foxc:d them continually to ſtand to their Arms. 
T he Admiral Coligny, who. commanded/ at this Leaguer: under 
the Prince of . Conde, .nettled at the inconveniences, his Army luf- 
fered by thele trequentiinroads of Mounſieur de ba Valeite ,, medita» 
tated with himlfelt a revenge, and to lay a Trap to catch him : ro 
which purpole he ſtole privately from his Camp with 3500 Horſe, 
Mounſfieur,de la V alette having bur 500 in all, lay baiting his Hor- 
ſes in a Wood for the execution of his enterprize. The Admiral, 
who had oblerv'd his, motion, (urpriz'd him inthis poſture , ſer 
upon him, and charg'd him, almoſt before perceiv'd : notwith- 
Randing all which, he tound a brave refiftance, and Mownſtear de 


1g Yalette without being aftoniſh't-, ;eichtr ar. the preſence of (o 


great a Captain, or the incquality of their Armies, having given 
his Souldiers time ro mount, charg'd him ſeveral times with ad- 
vantage, and made his Retreat for fix; Leagues together in 
the open Countrey of Beauſje, the Admiral neyer being able, du- 
ring thexetrear, either to break his order , dr.force him to a gene- 
ral engagement : an action of fo high a repute, thar there are few 
Hiſtorians who have not ſer a particular mark upon it for one of 
the moſt tnemorable of chat time. 

if weyert pals from his publick ations of Command , to en- 


quire into the private engagements of his ſingle perſon, 1 can per- 


haps fic you with as remarkablea ſtory of that kind as you have 
read. Jane Albret Queen of Navarre, a great Fautreſs tothoſe of 


the Reformed Religion , of which, ſhe her (elf alſo made publick 


Profeſſion, defirous todraw all places within her demeaninto the 
ſame periwalion, preſented her ſelf before Leitoure to bethere res 
ceiv'd. . A Townot ſo advantageous a ſituation, and therefore ſo 
/ vince haye ever ad a particular regard to the preſervation of that 
' place, Mounſieur ds laYalette who had received private Inſtru&i- 


_— , 
,confuderable in G Kienne, that the {ucceſfive Governours of that Pro- 


B 2 ons 


Duxe's Fa- 


cher. 
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oris ffom King Charles the Ninth, to have ancye to the ations of 
this Princeſs, andto fruftrate her deſigns, but with all ourward 
ſhew of reſpe& (the King being unwilling to break openly with 
her) having intelligence, chat ſhe meant to attempt thar place, pre- 
vented her by his diligence, and at her coming retus'd her entrance 
incorhat Town. The Queen highly incens'd atthis affront, makes 
her cormplaint ro:the King, who, to ſacisfic her, ſcem'd in publick 
ro condemn an action , which in his heart he highly approv'd, 
commanding him to go as far as Pay, where the Queen then re- 
fided,: and there by all the ſubmiſhve means imaginable ro make 
his excuſe, Monnfiear dela Palette having received this command, 
attended only by one Page very well mounted , and another infe- 
riouf fetvant, takes his journey tothe Queen 3 to whom he hum 
bly offer'd all the excuſes, and ſubmiſſions, that the dignity of the 
offended party.could reaſonably exact from a meaner offender, and 
fot a higher oftence: Bur this Princeſs, of aſex and condition not 
apt to forger an Injury, was by no means fatisfied with whatever 
he could ſay to appeale her ;, and whether ir were , that ſhe dif- 
cover'd to two Gentlemen of her Court, whereof one was called 
Finſons, and the-other Biſquerre , that nothing but the death of 
| Mounfieut de la Valette could ſatisfic her ;'or that they of themaſclyes 
(as Courts ordinarily produce:wicked inſtruments enough to excs 
cure the paſſions of the Grear) voluntarily meditated his tuine , is 
yet to be diſcoyer'd :--Buft ſo it was that theſe two combin'd toge- 
chertolie in waic for him by the way he was to return, and to diſ- 
patch him. Mounſienr dela Palette having taken his leave of Pa, 
without being able with all che ſabmiſhon hecould uſe, and with 
all the Intereſt he could make, co reconcile himſelf ro the Queen, 
was now on his own-way home in the ſame equipage he came, 
| when his ſervant, looking accidentally back , perceiv'd three men 
. ruſh our of a Wood hard by , and the two tormoſt (who were 
arm'd_) to come upon the ſpur dire&ly towards his Maſter , the 
third it ſeems being (as it was afterward reported ) one of the 
Queens Domeſticks, ſent rather to be a witneſs of , than an afhi- . 
ſtant in the inrended affaſinate. Mounſieur de la Yalette at the firſt 
ſight apprehending them for what indeed they were, andtheir bu- 
finels tor what really it was, immediately commanded his Page to 
alight, and having mounted his Horſe, ſpur'd boldly upen them, 
with ſo much gallantry and ſucceſs, that he left.chem both dead up- 
onthe place. | have often ſeen the Sword he mage uſe of in this 
occaſion, and have often heard the manner of the aQtion related 
to the Duke in the very ſame terms I deliver it here. 
From this wiſc and valiant Captain (the Epithetes with which 


all 
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all che Hiſtorians of thattime have honoured: the Vertue of this 
great-man ) 'and from Jane de Saint Lary de Bellegarde , Siſter to 
the Mareſchal de Dellegarde , and Niecc to the Mareſchal de Termes, 
were deſcended Bernard, jean Lois, and another Jean de Noyaret, 
and & 14 # dette , the eldeft inthe year 1353. Jeau Louis in May, 
1554: and the youngeſt died almoſt as ſoon as born. They had like- 
wile iflue three Daugheers, Helene, Catharine, and Mary, the eldeſt 
df. which havingengaged her affe&tion, before her Brother roſe ta 
favour, with the Marqueſs of Rouillac a young Geneleman of good 
- quality-im the Countrey, preferr'd him to many others her Brocher 
akerwards offered to her : The {ccond was married tothe Count 
de Bauchege Brother to the Duke of Joyeuſe fellow Favourite wich 
Jean Lonis, from which match ſprung ( atherine de Foyenſe now 
Dutcheſs-of Guiſe. The laft married the Count of Brienne, of the 
Houſe of Luxemberg, and ſhe died withour Iflue , within a few 
years after ſhe was marricd. 
Thetwo Brathers Bernard, and Jean Louis having been brought 
up in their Fathers Houſe cill the ages of thirteen, and fourteen years, 
werc from thence ſcntto the Colledge of Navarre at Paris, there 
to continue their ſtudies; where, amongſt other inſtrutions, they 
had particular charge often to ſee, and diligently to obſerve Moun- 
fieur de Villeroy, then Secretary of State, and a man looktupon as 
an extraordinary perſon in that imployment. Mounfieur de la Va- 


lette eftceming him for his intimate, and aſſured friend , hoped: in 
| him rocſtabliſh ſuch a friendſhip for his Children in their greener | 


years, a5 might one day be of great uſe and adyantage to them : 
ſo hard it is, cvcn for the wileſt co foreſee the eyents things, this 


very man proving atlaft, amongſt all the great Miniſters , that go- 


vern'd the Afﬀairs of that time, the only , orthe greateſt enemy to 


their Advancement and Fortune. | 

After ſome years continuance of their ſtudies at Paris, the re- 
portof a War, ſpread from all parts , ſo enflam'd the noble coura- 
ges of thele two young Gentlemen, thatit was impoſlible longer 
ro reſtrain them from the exerciſeof Arms. They conſidered Let- 
ters now as an obftacleto ſomething nobler they conceiv'd thema- 
ſelves oblig'd to profeſs, fo that their Governour fearing ſome (al- 
ly of youth, fhould'he carry too rude a hand oyer them, was con- 


ſtrain'd to give Mounfieur dela Palette timely notice of the diſpoli- 
tion of his Sons. _.. © 


Anno 1579: 


Their Fathergither unwilling to croſs them in their firſt deſires, * 


or loth to diſcourage fo early and ſo generous reſolutions, and con- 


fidering the maturity of their age , now grown up to Man, and | 


fic to ungergo the hardſhips of War , upon the firſt intimation 


call'd 


ay f 
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call'd themrhome;; toplacethem'by his own fide , there to- ſhare 
with him thefortune of War', which chanc'd to be about the 'be- 
gianing of the troubles that happened in the year 1570. ; 
1 Montifieur de la # alette; having by the great ſervices he had done 
the King in his Armies attraRed the envy or jealoufie of the other 
Chiefs, who were more diligent at Court than he, was by' their 
rocurementſent away into his Government to' oppoſe ;* as was 
pretended, the deſigns and enterprizes, that thoſe of the Reformed. 
Religiondaily practiſcd in ſeveral parts of that Province. And whe- 


| ther this were effectively the true, or but the pretended caule of his 


The firſt 

Exploit of 
Jean Lonis 
called Can- 


monk, 


diſpatch into Guienne,ſoit was that he was commanded there to re- 
fide, which he accordingly did,and during that refidence perform'd 
many-notable exploits ,. to the advantage of his/Maſters Intereſt : 


amongſt which I cannot omit themention of one, that particular- 


ly relates to the honour of his ſecond Son, whole Hiftory I have 
undertaken, and to whom his Father had given the name of Cay- 
mont, by which we'ſhall for ſometime call him. In an encounter 
that happened near to Mauvaſin , whether Mounſieur de la Palette 
had carry'd his two Sons, he charg'd ſofar into the Enemies Bo- 
dy, that his Horſe being kill'd under him, he was himſelf. in ma- 


. nifeſt danger of his life, when Canmont ſeeing his Father in that 


Anno 157 3+ 


peril, threw himlelf deſperately in amongſt them , and being 
well ſeconded by ſome few of the Troop, behav'd himſelf ſowell 


asto diſengage and bring him off; paying in this firſt trialof his 


Arms, by an act of noleſs Piery than Valour, part of the obliga- 


tion dueto him from whom he had receiy'd his being. And this 


was his farſt exploic, | 

He paſtſome years at this rate under his. Fathers Diſcipline ; but 
a Province was a Theatre too narrow for the aQts his courage was 
likely to produce, ambition began already to make him alpire to 
greater things ; which his Father perceiving, and willing co encou- 
rage {o generous a paſſion, reſoly'd to ſend him, together wich his 
elder Brother, to the Siege of Rochelle, that was then ſitting down. 
He was the ratherenclin'd to ſend them to that place , becauſe he 
himſelf was co have no ſhare inthe honour of that a&tion , pre- 
vented by the jealouſje of the Mareſchals de Byron , and Bellegarde, 
who although they were both of them his near relarions, and the 
beſt reputed Caprains of their time, .employ'd nevertheleſs their 
utmol? intereſt to hinder Mounfieur de la Palette , from ſerving in 
that occafion. T hey very well knew his merit, 'with the favour, 
and eſteem, he had with the Duke of 4njou , who was to com- 
mand atthat Siege, and foreſeeing thar ſuch a concurrent,as he,was 


likely not a little to ecliple the glory they intended to engroſs 
. wholly 


- 


— 
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' wholly to themſelves, they carried on their deſign with that dex- Anno 
rerity, that he was not ſo much as once call'd co that ſervice. This 1574, 
ill office was ſo much the more ſenſible ro him , as it made him www 
loſe the areſchals Staff, which had been promis'd him before; 

an injury that, nodoube, he would have diſcover'd, how highly 

| he had teſented, had he not been prevented by Death, the Arbi- © 
ter of all Humane Controverſies. All he could at that time do (to 

let thera ſee he underſtood them'to be na friends of his) was to 
forbid his Sons to lcethem , or co be preſented by either of them 

to the Duke of Anjou; deſiring rather they ſhould receive that 
favour from the Dukeof Guiſe, a Prince with whom he had ac- 
quir'd a great intereſt, as having often ſerv'd under his Com- 
mand; bur moſt fignally atthe Bartel of Dreux, where he fought 

at the head of the Reſerve, with which, when all other hopes were 

laft, the Duke-won that day, and wholly routed the Enemies 
victorious Army. To him therefore he commanded his Sons to 
addreſs themſelves, for their acceſs to the Duke, an occaſion the- 
Duke of Guiſe embrac'd with ſo much fervour and preſented them 

after that obliging manner, wich chat honourable mention of che 
Fathers great Meric, and the great hope of his Sons, that they 
could not poſſibly have choſen out a man, that could more hand- 
ſomly, morcobligingly, or with greater integrity have perform'd 

ſo important an Office. The infinite civilicy of the Duke of Guiſe, 
together with the ſingular, and natural art he had to acquire men 

to him, gain'd Caumont ſo abſolutely to his ſervice , that it was 

with no little reluRancy ,; that he afterwards withdrew himſelf 

from him; which nevertheleſs he was ſhortly after cnforc'tio do, 

the divers-intereſts that ſway'd the one and the other , looking fo 
ſeveral wayes, that it was not. poſhble longer tocontinue their in- 
tclligence. Their friendſhip began to grow cold, before it came 

to an open Rupture; Caumont not having receiy'd from che Duke, 

that ſupport, and aſſiſtance, he promis'd co himſelf, from ſopow- 

erful, and fo fincere a friend, as he took. him to be::- Bucthar e 
which ſtrook the main blow was this : The death of Monnfieur 

de la Palette immediately following the Siege of Rochelle , his ſc- 

veral Employments lay vacant by his 'deccaſe , which naade Cau- 

mont repair to Court, in hopes by the Dukes favour ar leaſt co ob- 

tain the charge of Camp-Maſter to the Light Horſe for his elder 
Brother, (neither of them yer preſuming by reaſon of their youth 

to pretend to the Lieutenancy of Guienne) which the Duke of 

Guiſe not only peremptorily refus'd to intermeddlein, bur withal 
carried on the intereft of ſome other prerenders, with ſo much vi- 

gour and cfhicacy, thatin finc he excluded both the Brothers how 


a 
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Anno 


1574- 


all their Fathers employments, Upon which unexpeRed unkind. 
neſs Caumont retir'd fo gauch diſſatisfied with the Duke , that fince 


LYD that ime, . neither his Bratheg, nor he, ever had any complacency 


{ attrnonts 


firit Jour- 


ney to. 
Courtc, 


for the houſe of Guiſe. FF. - 
The Brothers after this repulſe ſpent ſome time at home in or- 


derto aſettlement of their own private affairs, which the -quiet- 


| neſs 6f that time (a general Peace being before. concluded) gave 


them leiſure enough to do. Bur (aumont was impatient of 
this Countrey life, and ſeeing there was now no more employ- 
ment for his Armes, he put himſelf into an equipage to go to 
Court, to try if hecould , by his own endeavours , obtain that 
for himſelf, which the memory of his Fathers great ſervices had 
not power to retain to his forgotten Family. It was about the end 
of the Year 1574. thathe undertook this journey, King Henry 
the Third being then newly return'd from Poland, a Prince in 
nitely-enclin'd to Peace, and to that, Catharine de Medicis his Mo- - 
ther being alſo wearied out with the former troubles , they ben 
their ſpy nt endeavours to the continuing of Aﬀairs in the ſame 
quiet-poſture they then were, to the-extinguiſhing of all old dil- 
contents; and tothe avoiding all poſſible occaſions of new: . They 
knew very:well that none had power to beget new miſchiets, .or 
todifturb the preſent Peace of the Kingdom, except the Duke of 
Alanſon., or the. King of Navarre:, both which they politickly 
made, as.it were, priſoners to the Court, by the vigilancy of Spies, 
though without Guards: or other viſible marks of reſtraint. The 
King 6f Navarre, as he whoſe Courage , and great Qualities were 
more to be ſuſpeded, had the Rtrifter eye upon him ; and although 
he profeſt himlclf a Catholick, yer his Fortune'; and Confederares, 
obliging him to the. contrary Religion , they were ina perpetual 
jealouſie;- leſt he ſhould at one time or another embrace the Pro- 
tefſion,pand Party of thoſe with whom his neareſt concerns and 
chicfeſt intereſts lay. The Qucen Mother, one of the moſt expe- 
rienc'dPrinceſles of hertime , and a Woman whoſe Prudence, 
and ſubtlety extended to all the Arts of Government, knowing as 


| well how upon occaſion to order the allurements of Peace, as to 


Anno 


1575. 
1576. 


guide and.govern the more important Afﬀairs 'in the Tumplts of 
War, being no ſtranger to the amorous inclinations of. the Kin 
of .Nevarre, by daily invitations to Playes, Maſques, Revels, _ 
other enterrainments, made the Court continually to ſhine in all 
the luftte and temptation of Beauty , if poflible. ro divert the de- 
ſigns, and to ſoften the Martial humour of this Prince, in the 
moredelicate delights of vacancy and peace : which kind of life, 
it maycaſily be imagin'd , could not be unpleaſant ro a man {fo 
5 young, 


£ 
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young, and ſo enclin'd as the King then was. The Court being Anno 
now nothing butjolliry, the whole Nobility of France had no- 1576. 
thing elſeto do ; butto divide themſelves according co their ſe- 4 YV 
veral inclinations into the Parties, and Fa&ions of theſe: two 

young Princes; amongſt which Caumonts particular liking , and 
Aﬀe&tion to his perſon, and great vertues having enclin'd him to 

the King of Navarres {ide , he was by him receiv'd with ſo infi- 

nite reſpe& and kindneſs, that in a very ſhort time he ſtood equal 

tothe beſt in the higheſt degree of Favour, and truſt. Of which 

the King could not give him a greater teſtimony , than by diſco- 

vering to him his intended eſcape from Court, and by commend- 

ing therebF ſoimportanc a ſecret to his fidelity, and aſſiſtance. 


Our Hiſtories have glanc'd at the grounds upon which the Theme- 
King took this reſolution, which he fhortly after execuced with _—_— 
great ſecreſie, and a very ilender train , For pretending to go hunt F-2q 
1n the Parks of Saint Germains, he thence with only Jo or five 
of his greateſt confidents (of which number (aumont was one) 
made his eſcape. I have often heard him ſay , that hethoughs 
' himſelf ſo oblig'd by that favour,that he had never ſeparated him- 
ſelt from that Prince, had not he firſt ſeparated himſelf from his 
obcdienceto the Church. 

He accompanied him in his retirement as far as Alenſon , whi- 
ther the King was no ſooner come, but that his Phyſician invited A4ubigne. 
him to be God-father to one of his Children. The Ceremony was 
performed in the Hugonot Congregation, and after their Dire&to- 
ry, as it may be preſum'd, it was beforehand determined it ſhould 
be. Whereupon (axmont, taking the uſual liberty the King had 
ever till that time freely allow'd him, converted all the paſſages of 
that Ceremony into Mirth and Laughter : Bur the King, atraid | 
no doubt leſt this ſhould produce ſome effe&: that might hinder 
his main deſigns, ſecretly chid him, for whathe had already done, 
giving him caution for the future to forbear ſuch railleries , and to 
behave himſelf wich more reſpe& in occaſions wherein he him- 
ſelt was fo ſeriouſly concern'd. Which ſharp reproof giving (au- 
mont ſufficiently to underſtand, that although the King did not as 
yet make publick profeſſion of that Religion, yet that he was not- 

' withſtanding ſo moderate, and ſo lukewarm a Catholick, tharhe 
only wanted a handſome opportunity to do it. He reſoly'd al- 
ſo to quit his ſervice upon the firſt occaſion that fairly preſented it 
ſelf: Am effect (belides his own Devotion to the Church) of a (o- 
lemn Promilc his Brother and he had joyntly made co their dying 
Facher, never to ſerve otherthan a Catholick Prince. From thence- 
forward therefore, he ſought all opportuniries, civilly to dilingage 
& 


himſelf 
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1576. 
WWVWNJ 
Canmont. 
withdraws 
himſelt | 
fromele 
King of Nie 


Varre., 


himſelf from the ſervice of this King, which ſoon after a' lighc 
Indiſpoſttion of body gave him a handſome Pretenſe todo; for 
finding himſelf not very well, and continuing fome few dayes in 
the ſame diſtemper without any amendment; he intreated leave 
ra xctire-into the privacy and convenience of his own houſe, for 
the recovery of his health 3 which che King (though he doubtleſs 
well enough underſtood the meaning of that requeſt) withour any 
difficulty, or the leaſt ſhew of unkindnels, freely permitted him to 
do. 
France began now co ſee it ſelf threatned with the approaching 
troubles, which the Duke of Alenſor's, and the King ot Navarre's 
departure from Cour, (happening much about che ſame time) 
ſhortly after praduc'd in the Kingdom; neither could the Queen 


Mother, notwithſtanding her great vigilancy , and care to pre- 


C.umnt's 
ſecond 
journey to 
Court, and 
che begin- 
ning of his 
Favour, 


vent thoſe diſorders, the diſcontents of theſe two Princes , roge- 
ther with thoſe of the Fiugonor FaRtion, were likely to bring upon 
the State, with all her induftry and prudence hinder men, in that 
Criſis of Aﬀairs, from running intothe tumulcof Armes, It was 
in this juncture of time, that Caumont prepar'd himſelf for a ſe- 
cond journey to\Court : He had had the honour to be known to 
the King, firſt at the Siege of Rochefle, and afterwards: in his de- 
pendence upon the King of Navarre ; fothat theſe preceding ha- 
birudes and acquaintance, made him reſolve to go , and-tye him- 
{elt directly co his Majeſties perſon and ſervice. Having there- 
fore Icft his own houſe with chis reſolution, he rakes his journey 
to Burdeaux, wherethe Marqueſs de /ullays , a great friend and an 
old companieninArmes of Mowunfrear de la Yaletee his Father, and 
now Governour of -Guienne, then reſided ; and where he was not 
a little bufie to provide againſt the diſorders which at that time 
threatned that Province. Canmont at his arrival gives him a viſt, 
acquaints him with thetrue deſign of his journey ,, and withal 
offers his ſervice, if he had any ro command him to Court: Yillars 
readily accepts his offer, charges 'him with Letters of Credit ro 
the King, and, thewayes betwixt Burdeaux and Poitiers being 
very Aificul to-pals by reaſon of the continual inroads of the Hu 
gonot party, heinforms himoof the particular ſtare of the 'Coun- 
trey, inftru&s him inthe fafeſt wayeshe was ro paſs ; and finally 

ives him full accompcof /thepoſture whetein his Maſtfties At- 

Irs then ftood; thathe mighcchereupon:irective new votders from 
the King and Council. (aumont, you glad to prefent hifnſclf to _ 
their Majeſtics withthe advantageof fo confiderablea ſervice, de- / 


parts, throwghly inftruged in all the Aﬀairs of Guienne, from Bur- 
deams to Wngouleſme ; where he further diſcourſes about his Go- 


vernment 
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vernment with the Marquels of Rufee, Governour of that Town, Anno 
and/Countrey, and by him findes matters there to be in no better 1576. 
a condition, thanthoſe of Guienne. Rufee had made a late denial of WWW 
that place to the Heads of the Hugonot party , to whom by the 
Treaty-of -Champigny, made with the Duke of Alenſon , ic ſhould 
have been delivered up for a Cautionary Town. He informs him- 
ſelf of the reaſons of Ryfees refuſal in this caſe, with other things 
tbat concern'd the Kings Service in that: Countrey , and continues 
his journey from thence to Poitiers, by the houſes of Gentlemen 
his acquaintance, ſometimes with "—_ » bur for the moſt 
part in;the ſlenderguard of his own inconfiderable train. Ar' laſt 
by ſhortand wary journeys: he arrives at Court, which was then 
at Blows, though with infinite difhculry and danger; ſuch was the 
' diſorder, and confuſion, that rag'd in all the Provinces through 
which he was topaſs. I heard him a few dayes before his death re- 
late all the particulars of this journey, without omiting the leaſt 
circumſtance thar befcl him by the way ; not without admiration, 
thata.man after threeſcoreand odde years ſhould retain ſo perfect 
- a memory of ſuch petty accidents (if ſuch ought to be call'd fo.) 
as gave a beginning to the cſtabliſhment ' of 'ſo prodigious a 
Fortune. | pix 

Being come to Court, he preſented himſelf to the King , deli- Amo 
ver'dthe ſeveral diſpatches he had from Yillars, and Rafee , giving 1577. 
his Majeſty a particular account of all they had given him in 
charge. The King immediately commanded him to addreſs him- 
ſelf ro the Queen Mother, and to inform her fully of the ſame 
things, being ar this firſt Conference highly ſacisfied with his dex- 
terity, and judgement, and mightily taken with his behaviour, and 
the gracefulnels he obſerv'd,in whatever he ſaid, or did : neither in- 
deed could there be a more accompliſhe Gentleman , than he was 
at that age of rwo and twenty , as | have heard men of great 
judgement ſay , that very well knew him in thoſe times. His 
Conference with the Queen Mother prov'd no lels to his advan- 
tage with her , than that he had had withthe King had done with 
him; ſhe was pleas'd to give him a gracious audience , and to 
take a great liking to his Perſon; ſo that the King coming (as it 
* was his conſtant cuſtom) in the evening to confer about bufineſs 
with her , and asking her if ſhe had ſeen Cawmont , and what her 
opinion was of him ? the Queea made anſwer, Thar the had 
ſcen, and diſcours'd with him, and that it was upon men of his 
condition and merit , that his Majeſty ought to repoſe the Truſt, 
and Confidence of his moſt important Aﬀairs: -which ſhe ſaid as 
not being unwilling (ro the end ſhe might ſtill keep her dominion 
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4.09 over the Kings affections) that (aumont , though the King had 
1577. many Fayourites already, ſhould yet rnake one of that number; 
LYN that fo his heart, being divided amongſt many,” might not-too-vio- 


lencly enclince to one. The King told her he was of heropinion, 
and the approbation he found in her judgement. having juſtified 
his own inclinations; after he had eatertain'd her ſome time with 
merits of the Father, and the good qualities of the Son , he'from 
thenceforward took a reſolution to receive him into a degree of 
favour, and to place him near his own perſon, (IEG 

Yet was it not immediately,norwithſtanding this auſpicious be- 

inning, / that Caumont's fayour began to appear; neither did he on 

Kis part cultivate his ſpringing fortune with an afſiduity , arid dili- 
gence unbecoming his Spirit, and Blood, for whatever teftimo- 

nies of fayour and efteem the King daily diſcover'd to him , there 

was nevertheleſs no occaſion of ation, which he did not greedily 

embrace, and for which he did not continually:negle& all Court 

Intereſt, preferring his Honour and Duty before all other Advan- 

rages of Fortune. At his return from one of- theſe expeditions, 
he ſoon diſcern'd a coldneſs in his Majeſty towards him ; and his 

Court Rivals, who very well ſaw how precipitiouſly the Kings 

AﬀeCtions were bent upon him, had not fail'd on their part, by 

their il] offices to weaken that intereſt during his abſence , with all 

the Art, and Malice they had :/.but his brave ſervices having ac- 

quir'd his Maſters Eſteem, . heſoon recovered his former poſſeſſion 

of Grace, and ar laſt ſettled himſelf fo firm in the Kings Boſom, 
thatthe fayour , which had for a long time before been divided 
amongſt many pretenders , was at lait eſtabliſh'd without reſerva- 

tion in Foyeyſe, and him, chough he-had ſtill the greateſt ſhare. 

I have already obſerv'd, what an effe&t (aumonts negotiation 
 aboutthe Aﬀairs of Guienne had produc'd with the King and 
Queen ; neither was he ſo blind to his own intereſt as not to ſee it, 
nor ſo negligent as not to improve it with all the induſtry he had. 
| Nor was his diligence leſs cflc&tual with the Queen Mother, who 
bore the greateſt way of Afairs, than with the King himſelf, ſhe 
ever receiving him with great demonſtration of Favour , and 
\ Eftkeem; which he to continue, or to encreaſe, contrafted great 
Familiarities with ſome of the Maids of Honour of chiefeſt truſt 
about her, and from their Friendſhip recciv'd no few good Offi- 
ces inthis Foundation of his Fortune. = 

Buc neither theſe good Offices, nor the Favour he was by their 
procurement ſeated in, had yet preduc'd anything to his benefit ; 
"ris true he was look'd upon with an Eye of Favour, the .King 
would often ſpeak to him , and in all apparence he was in a 


hopeful 
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hopeful way, but ſtillthis was-hicherto only apparente;,] and he 
reap'd'no'other advatitage by it until the Duke-of Alenſon's expes 
dition, "which was the firſt rime he rafted of his Maſters Bounty, 
Aﬀter the Treaty of: Champigny, which was a litde before this time, 
the King having deſipn'd abſolutely to difingage his Brother the 
Duke of #lenſon from the Hugonor Party , baſto that purpoſe gi- 
ven him the commandof an Army againſt them. Upon which 
occaſion Caumont fail'd norto prepare himſelf co make one, which 
the King ſo well approv'd of , that coming to take his keave , his 
Majeſty having firſt publickly commended his generaus delign, 
order'd him twelve handred '\Crowns of Gold; out of his privy 
Purſe, to put him into a handſome poſture :: Alargeſs ſo feaſon- 
able as enabled him to put himſelf inco a better equipage, than 
otherwiſe he could conveniently have done'; and as he bad a mind 
above his preſent Fortnne , he laid our all the Kings Bounty in 
Horſes, Arms, and other Furniture : but 'above all, he bought 
himſelf thefineſt Tent; rhar could poflibly beſcen. The Rendez» 
yous of 'the Army being appointed to be ar Romorentin, the King 
and Queen Mother, being then at Blows, would thenſelves ſee it ; 
and there diſmiſs the Duke of- 4lenſon, with all poſſible demonſtra- 
tion of- Honour , and'-Kindneſs. Canmont fail'd not to Muſter up 
his Equipage , upon this occaſion ; and for the better advantage, 
caus'd his Tent to' be fer up in that part of the Camp , that lay 
moſt in view of the Queens Lodgings, tothe end chiefly, that her 
Maids of Honour might more conveniently ſec it. The King who 
never fail'd (as I have obſery'd before) to viſit his Mother once a 


day, as he was one day leaning wich her in- her Chamber Window, 


rook particular notice of this Tent, which being for its fineneſs 
remarkable above the” reſt, the King and Queen both fancied ic 
to be Caumont's;; and'the better to'be ſatisfied, ſent one purpoſely 
roenquire 3 at whoſe return, finding itto'be ſo indeed, his gallan- 
try was highly commended by them both. Soon after coming to 
take his leave of the King, and to receive his Commands, he 
was diſmiſt with ſo high teſtimonies of Aﬀe&ion , as might for 
the future give him juſt occafion to hope for greater things. Theſe 
obſervations may perhaps ſeem light ro ſorne upon ſuch a tubjee ; 
but ſince Fortune ſuffers nothing to be loft to happy men, and that 
ſhe is induſtrious to colle, and-improve theleaſt of their ations 
to make them ſucceed to their advantage, I thought it not altoge- 
ther improper, by herexample, to make mention'of thele paſſages ; 
which, how inconfiderable ſoever inthemſelyes, have becn never- 
theleſs the ſteps , and: gradations, by which this great man after- 


wards roſe to ſuch an eminence of Fortune. 
The 
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Anno 


The Duke of Alenſons expedition ſucceeded according 'to the 


1577, Kings deſire, he took ls Charite, and Iſſoire ,-and the Army was in 


LWN 
Canmont 
follows the 
Duke of 
Alenſon in 
the War. 


He goes to 
the Siege of 


Brogage. 


a condition to perform greater things , had net the over-ſtri&t 
League, and Friendſhip betwixt the Duke 'of 4lenſon , and the 
Duke of Gujſe (his Lieutenant General in this Employment) be- 
got a ſuſpicion in che King. To break then this Friendſhip, the 
King began to hearken to oyertures of Peace; which ,- although 
they were not preſently concluded, yet the meer propoſition was 
pretenſe ertough to call home the Duke of lenſon, and to give 
Caumont opportunity to return to Court, At his coming back he 
was leſs fayourably receiv'd, than he had reaſon to expe, through 
the jealouſic of thoſe who had been more induſtrious to improve 
the Kings Favour, than he had been : Yet could nor this hinder 
him (a new occaſion of the Siege of Brouage preſenting it ſelf) 
once more to'expolſe, and abandon , his ſpringing Fayour to the 
malicious Offices -of his Court-Concurrents. He went to this 
Siege, where be behav'd himſelf ſo well (as he had done beforear 


| la Charitz, and Iſſoire) that in all theſe expeditions he ſtill won the 


oreat liking, and approbation of. his Generals; who, being jaſt 
tro his merit, intheteſtimony of his ations, confirm'd the Ki 
moreand morcin the opinion, he had before conceiv'd, .of his 
Worth and Valour. x 
This eſteem of Cawmont took at laſt ſa deep root in this Princes 
Breaſt, that it was no more inthe power of Envy to ſhake it, and 
he had him in ſo high conſideration , that he never us'd him 
with the leaſt ſeverity, nor ever gave him the leaſt injurious word ; 
an indulgencenot common to his -other Favourites , who were 
often ſubject to very paſhonate language : Burthe King in his no- 
ble nature was pleas'd to ſpare a heart, which , he Jag before 
obſerv'd, was too ſtout to ſubmicto Injuries, what advantage 


| ſoever might accrue by ſuch a patience. Of which (now we are 


upon this diſcourſe) L ſhall give you an-inſtance in this place, al- 
chongh the thing happened not juſt at this time , but after-Cau- 
mont's more apparent Fayour, not tying my ſelf , in theſe youthful 
relations ef him, ſo much to the oxder of time, as to the truth of 
things. The King his Maſter being an infinite lover of neatneſs in 
Cloaths, and being none were admitted into the Bed-Chamber 
without his white Shooes, black Velver Galoches, his long Stock- 
ings,and other Veſtments wherein they were to obſerve a punctual 
Decorum,no wonder if the Favourites, who were continually in the | 


Kings Eye, were eſpecially ty'd to theſe frict rules of decency. 


| Canumont appearing oneday before the King unbutton'd, his Srock- 


ings untied, and in a greater negligence, and diſorder , than he 
| was 
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was wont'to be , receiv'd a ſevere check ; nay his chiding pro- A 


ceeded ſo far, as thatthe King forbad him ever to appear before 
him again in the like pofture. Caumont in his heat interpreting this 
foran abſolute command, without condition, immediately with- 
draws himlelf,relolv'd (as I have ſince heard him ſay) to take Poſt, 
and for ever to retire himſelf from Court, But the King , who 
very well knew what an impreſhon his words had made with 
his Favourite, and fearing left rhe raſhneſs of his Youth might 
make him commir.a fault to his own ruine, commanded him pre- 
ſently to be call'd back, ſaying , That his heat and folly would de- 
ftroy bim, if he were left to himſelf , but that be had in him-withal Qua- 
ities, of which good uſe might be made: and, that he would therefore have 
an eye to bus preſervation, Upon his return the King having chang'd 
his Humour, (aumont chang'd his Reſolution, not without conſ1- 
| dering upon how light an occaſion he was like to have forfeited 
his Maſters Fayour , and to have deſtroyed the hopes of his own 


riſing Fortune; And from the knowledge of his fault drew this 


memes - to become leſs hot, and paſſionate for the future, and to 


obſerve {uch an elegancy and nearnels in his habic, even to an ex- 
treme old age, as might ſerve for an example to the younger ſort 


of men; 


— 


1577+ 
LAWN 


The Surrender of Brouage was ſoon ſucceeded by a Peace con- Hi return 


| cludedat Beygerac about the end of theyear 1577. by which ceſla- 
tion C aumont had liberty to return to Court, ant there without any 
more diyertion, or impediment 
Inclinations towards him, 


from the 
Siege of 
Bronage tO 


, to husband his Maſters Royal Cour. 


But as he had many Concurrenes in the ſame Defign, ſo the 41,1, 
1578, 


King for ſome time ſuſpended the declaration of his Favour , 
though Caumont was one of thoſe to whom his Majeſty-ſhewed a 
articular Inclination, and whoſe freedom! , and boldneſs was no- 


thing diſpleaſing to him : His Wie, fine Baſhion, and. a-particu- 


lar Grace he hadin performing all his exerciſes , gave him a great 
advantage over the ather young men of his- condition; - which he 
managed ſo well, that he ftill out-ſhone allhis' equals , and ap- 
pear'd the true Favourite in mens opinion , though his Favour was 
not yet ſo fully manifeſt, All chis year 1478, in this delibera- 
tion, and the Court-was in ſuſpenſe which 0 


favour would prove to be the Favoutites indeed , whert at laft the 
King inthe beginning of che” year 1579- at che Ceremony of-the 
inſticution of the Knights of che Order of the Holy Gho#, appear- 
ing publick with Caumont, Darques (afterwatds Duke of Jozenſe) 
with himſelf rhere was _ 


the 


St. Luc, and D'O in the ſame Livery 
no further diſpute of their fayour-; and upon this dilcovery, 


all che pretenders to 


Anno 


1579. 
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Anno the Courtiers according to their inclinations , or intereſt, divided 


themſelves into the ſeveral Parties, and dependencies of theſe four 


We have now brought Caumont upon the great Theatreof the 
World, expos'd, not only to the ſight, bur alſo to the cenſure and 
envy of moſt men. We ſhall hereafter ſee how hediſingag'd him- 
ſelf from thoſe ſnares, and deſigns that were laid by his Adverſaries 
to undermine his greatneſs, during the ſpace of threeſcoreand ten 


years, which he liv'd after his firſt riſe of Favour. 


From the time of this eſtabliſhment of his Fortune , he had the 
good hap to have all the moſt eminent men about the Court, ei- 
ther for Arts or Arms, to apply themſelves tro him. Founſieur du 
Perron, one of the greateſt Ornaments of his: Age , was of this 
number, together with Rouſard, Des Portes, and many other per- 
ſons of great Merit, and Eſteem. Burt amongſt them all, Caumont 
taking particular noticeof the great worth of Mounfievr du Perron, 
and conſidering his Vertueto be above all the advantages , he in 
himſelf was able to procure for him ; took an eſpecial care to pre- 
fer him to the Kings knowledge, and ar laſt, with the affiduiry and 
recommendation of a true friend, plac'd him in his Majeſties 
chiefeſt confidence ; an Office which he afterwards continued with 
ſo conſtant a friendſhip, as contributed no little to that greatneſs, 
to which he was ſometime after advanc'd. 

Saint Blancard ſince Mareſchal of France , and Duke de Biron, 
with the greateſt ou of the Gaſcon Nobility that then follow'd the 


Court, put themſelves allo into his dependence : his Employments, 


and the great credit he had with the King, having in a ſhort time 
afforded him meansto;gratifie a number of gallant Gentlemen, and 


to acquire many Friends, and Servants, whoſe Valour and Fide- 
licy contributed much to the preſeryation of his Life, and Fortune. 


But his: youth, having been bred up in the rudeneſs of War, requir'd 


ſome neccſlary improvements, the berter to fic him for his Maſters 
converſation, who-was himſelf the moſt accompliſh'd Pringe of 
his time. The King would take care forthis {ſecond Education,that 
he mighr be the more proper for thoſe Employments, which his 
Majeſties confidence in him, and the neceſſity of the preſent times, 
were ſhortly to call him.to ; and to that purpoſe commanded Des 
Portes to be continually about his Perſon , which he accordingly 
obey'd ;- and not only by his diligence better'd him in the French 
Tongue, which then firſt began to purge it ſelf from the Barba- 
riſmot paſt Ages: but having withal found in him a capacity that 
our-ſtript his-Precepts, he ina ſhort time infus'd into him ſuch ge- 
neral notions, as, having open'd his underſtanding , made him ca- 

| | pable 
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pable of thoſe important negotiations in which he was afterwards Anno - 


1mploy-d- 


1579. 


The lame affection which had made the King ſo ſolicitous to Lo 


embelliſh his Mind, made him no leſs careful to eſtabliſh his For- 

rune; though he til] conceal'd the daily progreſs of his Bounty 

from-him,' not being willing it ſeems that he ſhould ſo much as 

crouble himſelf with the management of his own Domeſtick Af. 

fairs; but-commanded Fontenay Mareuil a Gentleman of quality, 

and of whoſe integrity his Majeſty had a particular Efteem, to rake 

upon him that care, and twice a week to bring him an account of 

Caumonts buſineſs , as another Perſon of Quality did of that of 
Foyeuſe. From theſe two Gentlemen the King had till advice, of 
all Offices, and Revenues, thar fell vacant, out of which his Ma- 

leſty made choice of ſuch for his ewo Favourites , as he thought 

moſt proper, and adyantageous for them, and commanded their 

diſpatch; - which afterward Caumont, and Foyeuſe were to ſolicit, 

but without the leaſt diſpenſation, notwithſtanding their Favour, 
from the due and cuſtomary forms of Law ; where, if any diffi- 

culcy, or oppolition chanc'd to arile, his Majeſty ever interpos'd his 

Juſtice to over-rule them , if juſtly they were- to be over-ruled : 

* neither did they ever receive any Grace, or Largeſs, which did not 

either firſt paſs the Scal, the Chamber of Accounts, oran Actof 
Parliament. | 

In theſe beginnings, the two young Fayourites were continual- 
ly call'd toallthe Councils, not to give their advice , from which 
by their immaturity, and Ins , they were exempr., but 
to inform, and to inure themlelyes to buſineſs : Which che ber- 
ter to exerciſe them in, > the King himſelf was pleas'd often in pri- 
vate to propoſe weighty queſtions to them, and to make them 
debate them before him, wichout expoſing their early Opinions to 
the Experience of his graver Council, initiating them with his own 
Precepts, and forming them with his own hand ; and that rather 
with the tenderneſs and indulgence of a Father co his Children, 
than with the authority of a Maſter over his Servants, 

Abour this time (as I have already obſery'd) the Order of the 
Holy Ghoſt was inſtituted, and the firſt Ceremony was already 
paſt : where, although Caumont had no ſhare , by reaſon of his 
Youth, bur was deferred to the next Creation, which happened 
a fewy years after ; yet his Majeſty, though hejudg'd him too young 
to be admitted into that honourable Fraternity , thought him not- 
withſtanding ſufficient to treat with Philibert D. of Savoy, though 


he were oneof the moſt dilcreet , and moſt circumſpect Princes Ewan 
of his time. This Prince had rais'd a confiderable Army,which he — 


D. inten- 


en i e—— 


kd | the Hiftory of the Life of Book T. 


© _— > 


Anno intended to imploy againlt the Genoveſes ; and the King, who was 
1579. oblig'd to protect chem , diſpatch'd (aumont to the Duke to diſ- 
YM fwade him from that enterprize. His negotiation in this Aﬀair met 
with great difficulties , and infiaite oppoſitions, both from the 
| Houlſcof Auſtris, the League, and the Pope; which nevertheleſs 
| he overcame with that dexterity, that having untied all choſe knots 
| of State, he obtain'd full atisfaQon for the King his Maſter,and 
' acquir'd ſo much Reputation, and Eſtcem with the Duke, as at the 
| ſametime to obtaina ſignal Favour , and a timely afliftance for 
himſelf, The occaſion this. | 
- The Mareſchal de Bellegarde his Uncle, having for ſome time 
poſleſt the Kings Favour , was at laſt, through the il Offices of 
tome, fallen into diſgrace, and had thereupon retir'd himlelf into 
the Marquiſate of $aluzzo, of which Province he had the Govern- 
ment; and whither being come, he had chas'd (harles Birague, 
che Kings Lieutenant in that Marquiſate, out of all the Places and 
ſtrong holds he had formerly poſleſt ; which he had taken-upon 
him co do, without any order from the King : and indeed Belle- 
arde unſatisfied with the Court,rather endeayour'd to fortifie him- 
elf, and to fecure his own intereſt ,*than to ſtand upon the nice- 
ties, and punctillio's of his duty. This diſorder gave a hot alarm 
to all Italy ,, who knew not to what Bellegardes deſigns might 
tend; and the Queen Mother, deſirous in time to prevent any ill 
conſequence, had her (elf rakeng Journey to accommodate the bu- 
fines, and had compos'd ittothe Kings ſatisfa&tion, and ſeeming- 
ly to the Mareſchat's too, who had receiv'd a ratification of what- 
ever he had done : but the Mareſchal was no ſooner return'd inte 
his Government, .than he fell immediaccly fick , and of fo violent 
a diſtemper, as in few dayes carried him away, not without vehe- 
ment "5-19 of poiſon. Many being tabs et , that his cur» 
bulent ſpirit having given the Court an apprehenſion, thata di 
contented man of his Courage, would be hard to be continued 
inthe due limits of his Obedience, they thought it better at ance 
rodiſparch him out of the way ,. than to be atthe continual txou- 
ble would be neceflary to contain him in his duty. 

His Son, whom he leſt very young, and much unſettled in his 
Government, ſoon found himlſelf in danger to be turn'd out by 
the Faction of the People, the whole Countrey in general, favour- 
ingthe Biragues, Gentlemen of good quality , and Natives of that 
Countrey ; whom doubtleſs they would have reſtor'd to.the Go- 
vernment, had not Caumont, in the time of his Embaſly in Savey, 
obtain'd ſome Troops from the Duke for his Kinſman's affiſtance, 
with which he brought him ſo opportune, and fo effe&ual a ſuc- 
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cour, that he ſoon ſuppreſt the Faftion, plac'd Bellegarde ſecurein 
his charge, and left him ſtrong enough to defend himſelf, untilche 
King, whole intereſt requir'd a Miniſter of greater Experience in 
that Countrey,call'd him from chenceto place laValette, (aumont's 
elder Brother in his ſtead, giving to Bellegaide in recompenle-the 
Governments of Xaintonge, Angoumors , and the Countrey of 4#- 
It was during the interim of this Voyage , that the diſgrace of 

St Luc, one of the Favourites, was concluded. D* 4ubizne cells us 
that he learn'd the cauſe of this diſgrace from St. Lyc's own,mouth, 
| and thereupon;tells an impudent Story: but they who well.confi- 
der this malevolent Author's way of writing , will eafily judge it 
his own invention, to. beſpatter the Kings repuration ; again 
whom (beſides the intereſt of his Party ) he had a particular ſpleen, 
having been ill us'd, and lighted upon many occalions... OL 
which he himſelf cannot forbearto complain in his Hiſtory, ,: and 
which confcſhon init ſelf is ſufficient ro dilcredir all the calumaies 
he has forg'd againſtche Honour of this Prince, Here then. take 
the true reaſon of his dilgrace. nb) 
| The King, falling in love with a Lady of great Quality , had 
made Caumont , and St Lac the confidents of his Paſſion ; ſhortly 
atter which ( aumont was ſent upon the Embaſly of Savoy, ſpoke of 
before : and St. Luc, in this interval of his abſence, diſcovers the.{e- 
crct of the King's love. to his Wife, who was of the Family. of 
Briſſac, and his Wite immediately to the Queen, who could not 
long diflemble her diſcontent to the King her Husband , but xc- 
proach'd him wich his Love, and; that with ſo many circumſtan- 
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ces, that in effect he could not much deny it. The King infinitely 


concern'd,at the infidclicy of his Confidents , tro whole diſcretion 


he had only incruſted thar ſecrer, falls upon St. -Luc , Caumont be- 


ing out of the reach of hisanger , complains how baſely he was 
berray'd,: and in fine, reproaches him with the diſcovery, St. 
Luc excuſes himſelf, and, that he might do it with the better colour, 
charges Caumont (whoſe abſence cxpos'd him to thar ill office) 
with the fault, bur the King, who had before begun to diſtaſte St. 
Lc, ever {1nce his Marriage with a Wife , who was very partial to 
the Houle of Guie (a Family whoſe deſigns were every day more 
and more ſuſpeRted to him) was ſtill in his @wn Judgement more 
enclin'd to condemn him, than (aumont of the Treachery, Yerfor 
the beter clearing of the truth, which he was jmpatient toknow, 
he addreſſes himlelf to the Queen,,: preſſing, and conjuringher, to 
tell him freely, from whom ſhe had receiv'd the knowledge of bis 
Love, at the ſame time confeſſing on his part, the naked, and un- 

| D'S diſguis'd 
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Anno diſguis'd truth, the more to oblige her to deal clearly, and candid- 
1579. ly with him. The Queen though at firft ſhe defended het ſelf with 
UV many excuſes, and was very loath to betray her intelligence , was- 
_  arlaſt(asthere are few ſecrets which are not communicative be- 
ewixr perſons of ſo near relation) overcome, and confeſt that ir 

was from St. Luc's Wife ſhe had receiv'd that ſecrete. There need- 

' ed no moreto confirm the King in the prejudice he had before con- 

ceiv'd againſt St. Luc : and his Majeſty believing there was more of 

deſign, than levity in this miſcarriage, from thenceforth conceiv'd 

z mortal animofity againſt him , and- was reſolute to his ruine; 

yer would he defer the diſcovery of his diſpleaſure till Canmont's ats 

rival, who was now upon return, that he might fiſt know, how 

j1| an office his companion , and friend had attempted to do him. 
(atihmont was no ſooner return'd , than the King ask't him 

what opinion he had of St. Luc's friendſhip ? who anſwer- 

ed, That hetook himto be his beſt friend, as he knew himſelf to 

be his; and that there was a particular , and ftri& friendſhip be- 
ewixtthem. The King told him he muſt no longer continues in 

that crror,. and thereupon acquainted 'him with the whole ſtory, 

and with the reſolution he had taken againſt him. Caumone (not- 
withſtanding the ill Offices he had receiy'd) fail'd nor in this occafi- 

on to perform all the duties of a true friend, bur employ'd his pow 


er with the King, toperſwade his Majeſty into milder reſolutions : 
bur not being able with all he could ſay to prevail againſt the juſt 
indignation he had conceiv'd againſt him ; and ſeeing him exaſ- 
perated to ſuch a height, as was like enoughto tranſport him tothe 
greateſt extremities, he gave notice to St. Luc ſpeedily co retire from 
Court, which he accordingly did , and fled ro Brouage. This is 
the rue ſtory of his diſgrace , which I have received from a more 


faichful, and leſs __ hand than that of Aubignt. 
It was at this ſatne time of (aumont's return from Savoy , that 
the King found himſelf cngag'd in a more dangerous Afair, than 
this before related. The Zugonor Party began now to break out 
Into open inſurreftion : and their Rebellion was of ſo much the 
greater conſequence, by how much itinterrupted, and overthrew 
all the deſigns he had laid, to eſtabliſh the peace of his Kingdom. 
The King having had, and with great reaſon, the greatneſs of the 
Houſe of Guiſe.. long ſuſpe&ted ro him , had determin'd wich 
himſelf, but inſenſibly, and with all ſecurity, to abate that grow- 
ing greatneſs ; afid to bring his deſigns the better to paſs, and with 
the leaſt noiſe, he continually diſpos'd all che great employments, 
and'tmoſt conſiderable Offices , as they fell void, into the hands of 
hisown Creatures, withour diſtributing any part inco the power 
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of the Guiſes, or of any that he knew depended upon them , or Anno 


chat he ſuſpected to be of their Faftion. The Houſe of Guiſe ealily 1580. 


enough penetrating into the depth of this deſign , had fortified &YVW 


themlelves more than ever, intheir Confederates and Friends, to 
oppoſe by ſtrong hand this project of the Kings; and covering 
with the pretence of the Catholick Religion (of which they had 
long aflum'd ro themſelyes the ticles of Proteors, either their 
Ambition (or what they call'd by a more ſpecious name) the ne- 
ceſlny of their Defence, were ready to break out into open Arms. 
The King, advertis'd of their deſigns, was reſolv'd to prevent them, 
and for atimeto lay afide his milder Maxims, and to chaſtiſe their 
inſolence with an armed hand : but becauſe he ſhould have wan- 
| ted macans, and ftrengrh, if at the ſame time, he ſhould undertake 
the Houſe of Guiſe, the Hugonot Party (which he alſo intended to 


cur off in duerime) ſhould appearin Arms , he tried to moderate ' 


the latt, by commanding all the Edits that had been made in 
their Favour, ro be ftrictly , and inviolately obſerv'd. He granted 
tothe King of Navarre all he. could reaſonably defire , treating 


with him like a Prince, that he neither thought it ſafeto raiſe too 


high, nor that he had adefire abſolutely co ſubdue: A proceeding 
thac in all apparence was likely to continue the Peace en that fide. 
And the King had very great reaſon to hope, that this Prince, and 
thole of his party, would ar leaſt give him leiſure to ſupprels the 
Family of Gui/ſe, who as they were dangerous to him , were alſo 
their open, and declared Enemies, T he ſupprefſion'of which had 
at this'time been a matter eafie, and inevitable; had Aﬀairs conri- 
nued in this poſture. But all theſe con fiderations were over-rul'd, 
and-overthrown by o litele means, thax' certainly *cis worthy our 
aſtoniſhment to conſider how light, and how contemprible things 
will pervertthe ordinary courle of humane:prudence. 

The Queen of Navarre in this juncture of tint retir'd from 


Court, much diffatisfied with the King her Brother, as ſhe her ſelf * 


| declares in her own Commentaries 3 and as ſhe was a Princels of a 
dangerous Wir, a great Spirit, and one that conceiy'd the higheſt 
poincof generolity to conliſt in revenge, ſhe thought ſhe could not 
do the King her Brother a more ſenfible injury, whoſe deſigns ſhe 
very well knew; nor conſequently better latisfie her own revenge, 
than by ſtirring up the King her Husband againſt him. Yer think- 
ing her own intereſt roo weak of ir ſelf to prevail in aching of this 
conſequence, ſhe chought fic co afſaule him where he lay moſt 
open to her, and where he had the leaſt power to defend himlelt. 
Having theretore in her'traih a great many very fine women , and 
ſuchas were well diſciplin'd ia Love Aﬀairs , ſhe won fo far upon 
| their 
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bilicy about him, ſoon made as many Lovers , as there were Ser- 
vants attending his Perſon : and by that means ſeated her ſelf ablo- 
f thar Court. The King of Navarre pre-poſſeſftwirh: 


\ theſeill Councils , relolv'd upon taking Armes , which he: did 


with that ſecrefie, that the blow was given before the noiſe was 


| heard, Thedeſign was great, and vaſt (as they uſually are in all 


commotions) bur when it came to execution , all their grear pro- 
jets ended in the ſurprifal of rwo important places, The firſt was 
Cabors Fetard by the King of Navarre., the other la Fere, by the 
Prince of (onde, Mounheur ( hatillon, in Languedoc, nor Moun- 
ſieur Leſdigateres, in Dauphine not being able to do any conſiderable 
ſervice for their party. S | » 
TheKing adyertized of this diſorder, found himſelf neceſſira- 
ted co alter his firſt relolutions, and to turn his thoughts co the pre- 
ſent danger ;. ſo. that -inftead of purſuing the ſuppreſſion. of .the 
Houſe ot Gaiſe, and their League, he was confſtrain'd: that 4ime, 
not only co wink at theit Faults, -butzo employ their Perſons, - and 
make ule of their Intereſt y.to-ſtop. this unexpeRed Ruptare.'-ln 
which he carried himſelf with that-wildom, and diligence, as gave 
no little aſtoniſhment,ta.bis Energies , when they ſaw he had ina 
moment-ſct three great Armies on'foor, to attend their motion, and 
ro oppole and fruſtrate their attempts. They had principally built 
their deſigns upon: the opinion of the. Kings -negligence , - which 


they interpreted: cowardize., .and;{loth. Bur they ſoon ;perceiy'd 


therwlelves abus'd-in that belief., and found in this occaſion , that 
the pleaſure and calc, hewas formcthing addicted -unto, had not 'un- 
nerv'd him from vigorous action, | when his Honour and Intereſt. 
call'd him abroad; There is one thing, very remarkable in this oc- 
cafioni, whi&his rarely obſery'd [in the order of Humane Aﬀeairs, 
that all things ſucceeded abſolutely accordingratheKings Deſigns, 
and Fortune,who is wantto delude the wileſt Counſels, ſubmitted 
here to the Kings Prudence, and fore-fight. His;Majefty: had great 


reaſons not to opprels the King of -Naverre, in this conjuncture-; 


and though he had juſt:caule ro be angry with: him, yer ,thei:had 
moreto preſerve him, tothe end that be mightin his perſon main- 
tain a Party ro make the League ,, who. were dire&tly oppoſite-to 
him. Hetherefore lent againſt him the Mareſchal-de ; Biron, rather 
ro ſpin out the War in-exploits of little momeat , chan to end ir at 


- one blow. Into Dauphine, where there was lictle,'or nothing to be 


done, no morethanin Languedoc; hediſpatch'd the Duke of May- 
enne, Affairs being ar this time in ſuch a condition, that his Majeſty 
| was 
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was conſtrain dto {erve himſelf with ſome of theſe Heads of the 
League; who werealready {worn to it : but he did it withal in 
an occaſion of fo little importance , that the Duke was therein 
likely, roAcquire no great reputation to himſelf , nor no great: ad- 
vantage'to bis Faction. Burton the contrary , tor what concern'd 
lg Feregas being a. Town near'to Paris, and in Picardy , where che 
Hugongs,had as yet mo other footing , ſuch troubleſome neigh- 
bours Randing highly ſulpeRed to his Majeſty, he dilpacch'd thi- 
ther the Mareſchal de. Matiguon a Snbject of greac Merit , and ap- 
prov'd Higclity, ro: labour in good earneſt the recevery of that 
place:ilnichis Army march'd the Favourites, of which («umont and 
Toyenje ind this expedition got he greateſt name; the laſt by a Har- 
quebuls ſhot he receiv'd in his Face, and the other by the taking of 
che Town; of which ſucceſs the Hiſtorians of that cime attri- 
bute ro-him the chieteſt-repucation. He had intreared of the King 
the charge of Camp-Ma#ter to the Regiment of Champagne, that 
he mighthave lome:remarkable employment in this occaſion, and 
with that had obtain'd the command of a Quarter ; fo that, no- 
thing neceflary being wanting to the advancement of his work 
he rais'd by che induſtry of an italian Engineer, a Cavalier by fa- 
vourof which, having planted a battery , that look'd direQtly in- 
tothe place, and that fhot into the Enemies Defences , he reduc'd 
them to that extremity, that not daring to ſhew their heads upon 
the Walls, they were ſoon forc'd to a capitulation. The fictt over- 
tures of Surrender were made to ( aumont , who moſt preſt upon 
them; which the Mareſchal de Metignon, being dilpleas'd at , as 

_ jealous of che honour they had done him, to the prejudice (as he 
conceiv'd) of the command he had atthat Siege , he immediately 
granted tothe Deputies, which Caumont had out of reſpe& whol- 
ly refers 'd co him, their own conditions , without once calling 
Caumontto the determination ; an injury he ſo highly reſented, char 

he could nor govern his paflion from breaking our ar the inſtant, 

bur ſmartly continued his Battery againſt the Town (norwich- 

ſtanding the Articles agreed upon, and ſign'd) and ceas'd not ill 

the Kings Troops were entred into it. But he ſhortly after had a 
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berter revenge : tor departing the Camp. , without taking leaveof 


the Mareſchal, and arriv'd at Court, he obtain'd from the King the 
Government of that place, which the Mareſchal had importunate- 
ly lued for, and kept it many years after. By this exploit the War 
ended, which having been undertaken rather out of a capricious 
humour, than mature deliberation, had the ſame ſucceſs, that com- 
monly attends precipitous and indigeſted Counlels. The Peace 
thac follow'd, kept ( aumont at Court, where his favour daily - 

| creas'd, 


# 


© The Hiflory of the' Life of Boox 1. 


(C umint's 
high Fa- 
VUUT. 


creas'd, till ic came ro-ſuch a height , that there was no employ- 

ment, or benefic, with which the King his Maſter was not highly 

pleas'd to gratifie him. | {FOOTE 
Before he obrtaia'd the charge of (amp-Maſter to the Regiment 


of Champagne for himſelf, he had procur'd for la Yalette hiselder 


Brother, that of Camp-Maſter to the Light Horle ;an Employmenc 
that had been ſo worthily diſcharg'd by their Father , which [ have 
often heard him ſay, was the firſt grace he ever begg'd of the King, 
having irſeems a defire to retrive the Offices of his Family for his 
Brother, and togive him the firſt advantages of his Fayour, re- 
ſerving nothing, ſave futurc hopes for himſelf : but thoſe ho 

were not long ſuſpended, for the eſteem the King had of him, be- 


ing founded upon his courage, and fidelity, had begot in his Ma- 


jelty ſo greata paſſon for him, that his thoughts were wholly ta- 


ken up with the contrivance, how to make him great ; and he has 


often been heard to ſay, he would raiſe him ſo high, thathe would 
not ſo much as reſerve to himſelf the power to pull him down. 

The Hiſtorians of that age give him from henceforward an ad- 
vantage over Joyeuſe in the Kings Favour, and would make us be- 
lieve it was fo apparent, as to begeta jealouſiein Joyeuſe ; but that 
is a ſecret I never learn'd from Canmont's mouth ;- though it may be 
preſum'd that his carriage, and conduQ, was more likely to pleaſe 
cheKing ; Toyeuſe having ſuch a vanity to boaſt, and make a ſhew 
of the credit he had with his Maſter, and of the favours and libe- 
ralities he receiv'd from him by inordinate profuſions, and expenſe, 
as did not only bring many inconveniences upon himfelf | bur 
great murmurings and diſcontents upon the King : whereas Cau- 
mont, who had rather be powerful and citeem'd in effe&t, than in 
outward ſhew, made a ſober, and profitable uſe of the intereſt he 
hadiin the King ; agd made his greatneſs more apparent to diſcern- 
ing men, by theeſtabliſh'd conftancy thatty'd him faſt co his du- 
ty, than by the exterior fopperies of pomp, which are but the faint 
reflexions of a true ſhining luſtre. | gets 

it this ſtabilicy of his was commendablein any thing, it was 
much more in the conſtant ayerſion he had tothe League,co which 
nothing could ever reconcile him ; nor to the heads of that FaQti- 
on : but onthecontrary he took all occaſions publickly to exaſpe- 
rate, and affront the Duke of Guiſe, without regarding the reputa- 
tion of ſo greata man, or fearing the danger of ſo powertul an 
Enemy ; his animoſity carrying him fo far , as ſeveral times to beg 
leave of the King, that he might fight him man to man, deſirin 
with all his ſoul to hazard his own lite,that he might by an honour- 
able way deliver his Maſter, from the troubles, and apprehenſions, 

with 
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with which the pra&ices of this Duke perperually afflicted him, 
though his Majeſty would never conſene to ir.Bur Foyeuſe liv'd after 
another (jr pI, A greater intelligence with the Houle 
of Guiſe, than ought to have been berwixt ſo oblig d a Servant,and 
his Maſter's open, and declared Enemies ; which doubtleſs was the 
chick cauſe of the diminution of his favour,and in truth either prom- 
pred by the ſole ambition of ſecing himlelf Brother-in-law to the 
King,to which honour he thought he could not arrive without the 
| Duke of Guiſe's aſſiſtance, or by rhe deſire he had to ſecure his For- 
- rune onall ſides, which is very often a ruinous maxim, heever indu- 
ſtriouſly labor'd the friendſhip of that Family. Some believe that he 
at firſttreated with them unknown to the King about his Marriage 
with a Princeſs of their Houſe,and Name, Siſter to the Queen. 'Tis 
true he bad afterwards the King's permiſſion, and the overture, be- 
ing once made,was preſt by the King himſelfto a conſummation of 
it : but it was his partto have foreſeen the inconveniences of this 
' Alliance, and to have conſider'd the conſequences before he had 
embark'd himſelf. 
As one of the King's chiefeft cares was to keep ſuch an equality 
towards his Favourizes,that they might have no occa(ton to trouble 
- the delight he took in their converſation, with complaints, or diffe- 
rences;{o had he no ſooner concluded the Marriage of his Siſter-in- 
law to the Duke of Joyeuſe,but that he would beſtow another call'd 
Chriſtina,upon the Duke of Eſpernon.l begin here te-give him the ti- 
tle of Duke, becauſe he had it before, although thethred of this dil- 
courſe permits me notto ſpeak of his promotion to this dignity, till 
the following page. A temptation delicate enough to flatter a mind 
ſo great, and ſo ambitious, as that of the Duke z nevertheleſs he ex- 
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eus'd himſelf with a moderation , highly to be commended in an | 


occaſion of this nature ; neither was his prudence leſs to be ad- 


mir'd, than his moderation: and all the world have believ'd, that a- 


mongſtall the aRions of his life, this was of greateſt importanceto 
the conſervation of his Fortune. Upon this refulal of his divers Judg- 


ments were made all a&tions of great men. eſpecially Fayorites,never | 


wanting interpreters:ſuch as were juſteſtro the Duke highly appro- 
ved his condud, that ſo prudently under the ſhadow of reſpe&, had 
rejected an advantage, thatin it ſelf carriedonly noiſe, and ſhew ; 
though otherwiſc it might render him capable .of pretending to 
more ſolid rhings,and ar leaſt make him rival the extraordinary ho- 
northe Duke ot Foyenſe had recciv'd, others that would leſs favour- 
ably interpret him, diſcommended his carriage , as if by this refu- 
ſal he intended racitly to condemn the Duke of Jozeuſe his Vanity, 
and Ambition ; and theſe confirm'd themſelves in their opinion, 
by the great diſproportion they ſaw betwixt the moderate expenle 
E at 
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atthe Marriage of the Duke's elder Brother , and the prodigious 
profuſion that was made at that of the Duke of Foyeuſe; wherethe 
expenſe was (o great as amounted to above two millions of Livers, 
an immenſe ſumme inthoſe days, and eſpecially at a time wherein 
the Stare was in grearneceſinies. This gave a great occaſion of mur- 
mare, notonly to the well and ill diſpes'd French, bur even to 
ſuch ſtrangers as were affe&ionate to the Crown of France, where- 
as thatof Mounfieur de la Palette, which was ſolemnized at the 
ſametime with Anne de Batarnay , was paſt over with very little 
noiſe'; not but that the King would alſo in this occafion' have 
powr'd out his liberality : bur the two Brothers, having diſcreetly 
avoided an unneceſlary expenſe, ſoberly husbanded their. Maſter 
purſe, to his and their own reputation. pF Ee 3 

\ Fromthetime that his Majeſty had determined to raiſehis two 
Favourites to the honour of his Alliance, he honoured them both 
with the Dignity of Duke, and Peer; and purchas'd in ' Caumont's 
name the Manour of- Eſpernon, to the end, he might bear thar Title. 
Bur bis Letters Patents, having been carried to the Parliament , re- 
ceiv'd at firſt ſome difficulty in their verification, as it had before 
happened,in the caſe of Joyeuſe: which difficulty aroſe from the place 
the King had given inthoſe Letters to the two new Dukes , having 
there ranck'd them immediately after the Princes of the Blood, 


Which the other more ancient Dukes, being highly diſpleas'd ar, 
. oppos'd:; and had ſo wrought the Parliament ro cheir Fayour, that 


the King was forc'd to ſend them a peremprtory commani to paſs 
over all oppoſitions', telling them -({amongſt other rermis of fa- 
vour)-that having choſen Caumort;'and Foyenſe, for his Brorhers-in- 
law, and intending to place them by this Alliance ſo near his own 
perſon, he could not endure they fhould make any difficulty of re- 
ceiving'them into the degree , he had afſign'd for them; that Ho- 
nour being far inferiour to what he had already conferr'd upon 
them by that choice: Upon which, there being no more conteſt, 


thething paſt according to his Majeſties pleaſure, and was recorded 


withour reſervation. AP 
Though the King ſcem'd to have his-rhoughts wholly taken 
up with theſe litcle domeſtick Afﬀeairs, and to intend nothing but the 
advancement of his Favourites ; yet was henot even in this with- 
out a further end, and deſign : for perceiving himſelf roo weak by 
fine fotce, to cruſh che two powerful Fa&tions , that divided the 
whole Kingdom, he try'd to accompliſh that by policy, which he 
could nor effe&t by power, in depriving both. fides of all kind of 
authority and truſt ; advancing on thecontrary his Favourites, and 
luch as he had confidence in, to'allthe Offices, and Employments 
; ® | | | h @ 
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he poſhbly could ; neither was there any grace, or favour to be ob- Anno 
rain'd,: but for them,/'or for ſuch of their creatures, as wholly re-' 1583; 
ed upoofhcirſorune Neither mer this deſign of his with any SY WV 
oppolit fromthe Hugonor Party ; - who, the more they were his 

open and declared Enemies, the leſs were they in his way, and gave 

him the leſs trouble : For the Courr being ſuſpeted tothe King of 
Navarre,thePrinceof (onde, andthe other Chiefs of their party, 
kept.them at ſuch a diſtance, as depriv'd them of themeans to ſue 

for Governments, Offices, and commands of: places; nay, it was 

a favgurtolet them enjoy thoſe they” already. had ; fo that living 

retir'd; and at caſe, bur without credit, or conſideration, their inte- 

reſt by degrees mouldred away, and grew weak of it ſelf : which 

was the-poſture the King would have them in, But the heads of 

the League were ina far different condition, they had for many 

years upheld their credit 'at Courr , had diſcharg'd ſucceſſively 

from Father to Son, the greateſt Offices of the Crown , were pol- | 
ſeſt of many important Governments , and very conſiderable pla» ®)>- . 
ces, and'by the greatneſs of cheir Birth, and Services, by the repu- 

tation of their valour, and other eminent qualities they were Ma- 

ſters of, endeayour'd toecliplethe Majeſty of the King, who, be- 

ing leſs enclin'd co oftentation , liv'd a more xetir'd literhan they. 

[c was neceſſary to abate the growing greatneſs of choſe power- The ſtate of 
ful, and dangerous Subje&ts ; roeffet which (which was the chief AÞ9*® 
and moſt important Afair of State) the King firſt exhibited a pub- the Kings 
lick and general prohibition to all ſorts of people, excepting the ©2n4*®*- 
Queen his Mother, and the Queen his Wife, not topreſume to | 
ask any thing of his Majeſty, whether Money, Offices, or Com- 
| mands; reſerving wholly ro himſelf the diſpoſition of all ſuch 
things, ana that of hisown voluntary grace, and bounty, and up- 
on due conſideration of the party's Merit. And to the end thatthe 
over free accels to his perſon, might not give occaſion to thoſe he 
moſt ſuſpeted to exceed the limits of this prohibition , he ſecon- 
ded that with another. That no perſon of what quality ſoever, 
ſhould come into his Cabinet, without he were call'd : - but from 
this general rule he made a particular exception for his Favourites, 
whom he made freeto-enter at all hours , like enough on purpoſe 
to nettle the Houle of Guiſe ; though they were not the only men 
offcndedatir, almoſt all the great men aboucthe Court, being ſen- 
ſibly concern'd, to be depriv'd of a priviledge, that was now only 
reſery'd for fiveor fixot his Majeſties Creatures. 

The Lords of the Houſe of Guiſe , being by this means exclu- 
ded from all hope of cncreaſing their power by new acquiſitions 
of truſt , the King began to contrive how he might genily with- 
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"An draws yehat they alzeady had, out of their hands ; and carried iſo, 


that ſooken as there was any : vacancy , by the:decraſe vf-any of 
their creatures, be immediately conferr'd choſe places/upon/fome 
of his own 3 andif at any time any of their Partizans were! con- 
rent to take money for ſuch cbarges ,: as they were ſeis'd-of, the 
King would ſtick ax nathing thatanight ſacisfic+them ,* to che ond 
he mighc. diſpoſe places , inso ſecure, and fairhſul hands. The 
Duke of Joyeuſe by theſe two ways; that is by: the King's giſe when 
aGoyernment fell void, or otherwiſe by Contra, bad obtain'd 
the Government of Normaudy; with Hanreide Grace, (Cam', and 
other places: the Government of - Anjou forthe Compte' de Box- 
chage, his Brother 3' the Lieurenancy of Languedoc: for his Father, 


with many other important Governments and Places. TheDuke 


The Duke 
ayances 
his own Re. 
lations. 


of Eſpernon had alſo the Government of 'Metg', and rhe Meſfin 
Countrey., thatof Dauphine, Boulogne, Calice, la Pere, |Loches, the 
Citadel of Liens, and ſome others. | | 

As it was neceſſary for thcſetwo great-men' to find outaſſured 
Friends, and faithful Servants, into whole hands they might (afe- 
ly commir ſo many ſeveral places of truſt, as the King's: bounty 
had poſleſtthem of ; ſo was it the Duke of Eſpernon's cate to pro- 
vide himſelf of ſuch,perſons ; and ſuppoſing he could find none, 
who were likely to be more faithful an: «ag than-thoſe of his own 
Kindred and Relation, he to that (purpoſe call'd the greateſt» part 
of them about his perſon, His elder Brother had by 'his recom- 
mendation the Gavernment of Dauphine , in which employment 
he bebav'd himſclf fo well, that he preſerved that Province entire 
in his Majeſties obedience during all the commotions/ of the - 
League : neither were his Services:confin'd within the bounds of 
his Government ; he paſled over ſeveral times into Provence, and 
ſecurd that Countrey againſt the attempts of the ſaid League,when 
allied both by Spaiz and Savoy. He alſo oppos'd the -power of 
the Elugonots, which was very confiderable tn boththefe Provin- 
ces ; ſothat France has to him only the obligation , that Dauphint 
is not nowin the Savoyard's hands, as well as the Marquiſate of | 
Saluzzo. Meontcefin the Dukes Couſin was put into Metz , Cajan 
his Brother had the Regiment of Champagne , and ſoon: after the 
Lieutenancy of Xaintogne, 4ngomows, andthe Countrey of Avlins. 
And many other places were difpos'd into the hands of ſeveral men 
of truſt, and quality, who depended uponthe Duke. 

Burt he had yet a Kinſman in Gaſcony, ro whom, next to his Bro- 
ther, he had a particular regard aboveall others, which was Roger, 
afterwards Duke de-Bellegarde , Son to. Mounſieur de Termes, the 
Duke's Uncle by the Mothers fide, and Heir to che Houſe of Bel- 

| | | legarde, 
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tegerde.] Jhis young Geotkemayg, being bred: up according ro his 
_ canditian; to.altthecxorciſes becoming a perſon of bis Birth (2nd 
ity,! was bythe Duke brought ro, Coprt 5 where he/gontinu- 
edrhecare of his Education in his own Houſe, keeping him ſtill 
_ to his Exerciſes, till he was grown excellent in them all. : | burche 
Duke wasnot content .co-oblige him only in this, 'be farther em+ 
ploy'd-his care, and good Offices raplace him in the Kings eſteem, 
wherein he ſucceeded perhaps beyond his own defire, Bellegarde 
arriving to, fuch a:degroe of Favour , as. gtew +4 laſt {n{pected to 
the Duke himſelk,. 0d <9) {ONE 1 (SER SAG, 19h iT Ab 7 
_ . Som yrarspaſt overin theſe Court practices; neicher from the 
time ;of.,'the Tieaty-. of Peace: with the' King of \Ngvarre, 
in the Year 1589..\ until the beginning of the Year 1584. were 
there any. Aﬀeairs of :importance, : {ave thoſe of .che 'Caþiner. The 
| Kingcoaſtanc to his firſt Maxims',:continyally labour'd the ruine 
of the League, and of the Hngonot- Party ;.,neicher was he, in his 
| own nature, more.inclin'd toadvance thoſe he had a kindaels for, 
than hewas bentto weaken, and depreſs thoſe who were: lulpe- 


o 
r= no — 
_——_ 


150.4 
3. 


| Redtohim,. The Duke of Guiſe, the Cardinal his Brather, their Tie firt 
g, <ommorion 


Relations, and Confederates, ſering all things direRted to thus end, © 
| and not being ableto cndurethe condicion of private perſons to League, 


| whichthey ſaw the King endeayour'd to reduce them, ler on foot 

great pradtices, both within, and without the Kingdom, and try'd 
all imaginable ways they thought might help ro fortifie. and ſe- 
curethemſelves. And as they. had hicherto been proceeded againſt 
Without violence, ſ{o-had they carried on their -praRtices. withour 
| Noiſe;."\but ar. laſt finding the King more- openly labour'd cheir 
ruine, \which was already almoſt incyitable , they would no lon- 


ex forbear to unmask themſelves, .nor to publiſh their long pre- 


meditated deligns by an open Rupture, v: | 

Inthe beginning then of the Year 1585. the Duke of Gyiſe re- 
| tir dhimſcl{ to Foinville , and there receiv'd into his Houle the 
| King of Spain's Deputies , together with the, Sieur de Meneville 
Attorney to the Cardinal of Bozrbon , whodid all the bulineſs of 
rhe League in France. Where allo the Duke of Mayenne his Bro- 
ther, and divers others of his Partizans, repair'd to him. Ac-which 
Aſſembly it was reſolv'd to break out ſuddenly into open Arms, 
| upon ſuch conditions, as the Hiſtorians of that time have already 
declar'd, and which is nothing co my buſineſs, - My 

T he King, who was ſoon adveriz'd of this Conſpiracy (which 
was now! no longer a ſecret) $0; hinder it from taking any dange- 
| rouseffc&,and induetime to provide for the lafery of theKingdom, 
| aflembled, together with the Queen his Mother , ſuch perions as 
| | | | were 


Anno 
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"a were of chiefeſt truſt-abour him j and whole Counſths he ever 


1585. made uſe of in debates'of greateſt imporrance, to'deliberate;'and | 


2- 


WY adviſe what, in'this 'poſture:of Aﬀairs, ' was beſt to ber done.” 


Theſe wete the Dukes 'of Epernen, of Foyeuſe, and of Rez; the 
Chancellour Chivergy, Belleure, -D'0, Pulleroy, and Yillequier, The 
Duke of 'Eſpernon as the youngeſt, - being commanded tg give his 
opinion fl ofthe Propoivomin hand, rey Remonliraed. | 


That ſo long as the ambition of the Houſe of Guile had. contain'd it 
' ſelf within ſome moderate limits of reſpett to their Sovereign | 'he 
had infinitely. commended bis Majeſties Elemency, that fa long had 
wink'd at their faults, expefing when Subjefts of their quality 
and merit ſhould come to themſelves, and: ſee their own "error. 
That in the beginning of great (rimes , Patience was almoſt a ne- 
ceſſary Vertue, and that it had often oblig'd ſuch Offenders into 
their duty, as it would have been a matter of ſame difficulty to 
have reduc'd by force : but that this Patience had its bounds 'as 
well as other Yertues, and that the exceſs of it degenerated (into 
Viices, of all other moſt pernicious to Princes.” That he: would ne- 
ver adviſe bis Majeſty to cruelty, becauſe it was dreadful; and in- 
bumane, though it of ten begot tht Sovereign power a more abſo- 
lute reſpet. That profuſeneſs begot love, at leaſt in therecervers , - 
 andthat the otber miſtakes of Princes were ſeldom altogether un- 
fruitful, whereas an exceſſive toleration render'd them-contems 
ptible to all the world. That from contempt men fell into hatred, 
and from hatred ran headlong into attempts. That” above all 
© things Princes ſhould fear being deſpis'd', which is infallibly des 
ftruive to Authority ; as on the contrary, Fear and Reſpett ſup- 
ports it. That it was bis opinion, the King without further des 
liberation ſhould have recourſe to Arms. That his Enemies not 
having yet the aſsitance of Strangers , and the Forces they expe. 
Fred at home not being yet united , would be eaſily ſuppreſt.” That 
bis Majeſty ought not to ſuſpe& his own frength an this occaſion , 
that ſo good a cauſe as bis could want no Souldiers , and that bis 
Wn Royal Conrage would give vigour, and encouragement to all 
true Frenchmen to maintain his Authority, not only againit tis 


Rebellious SubjeAs, but againſt all the World. 


The Chancellour Chiversy, the Duke de Retz,; and the Mar- 
quis D'O, wereof this opinion, 'and the: King himſelf had too 
much experience, and coo much' judgement , nor to: be of the 
ſame; but the Duke of Joyenſe, Bellieure,Filleroy , and Villequier, 
were of a contrary advice; to'whom the Queen Mother adhering, 
Nt. the 


o 
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the King, who hadever a great deference to her Councils, cool'd Anno 


————., 


inthe inclination he had ta thar of the Duke of Eſpernon , and 1585. 
| was over-trul'd into mildneſs, and moderation; which as they are VV 


_ uſually, cheruine of all Aﬀeairs of this nacure , lo they prov'd 10 
be of this. | 

They thenceforward therefore began ts treat abour this War, 
and that by propofitions not like thole of a Prince to his Subject , 
bur ſuch as were more proper betwixtenemy,and enemy,that ſtood 
upon equal ground. The King, before he would reſolve upon the 
| laſt remedy of Arms, . firſt caus'd the Duke of Guiſe ro be ſoun- 
ded, to try, whetheror no , he would by/fair means beprevail'd 
' withco leave of chole praQtices his Majeſty very well knew he'en- 


terrain'd againſt his Service, and his own Duty : which having 


in vain acrerpred, and finding his obſtinacy to be ſuch, as was 
- notto be overcome by gentle wayes , he preſently diſpatch'd away 
into Germany, and Switzerland , to make ({peedy Leavies both of 
| Horſe and Foot; and conceiving he could not inthe preſent nece(- 
ity receiveſo prompr, and fo certain aſuccour from any , as from 
| the King of Navarre, his Majeſty would try if he, could notgain 
| himrto-his Intereſt, that they might joyntly: oppoſe the firſt tury 
| of the League, thaterected it ſelf rotheir common prejudice, In 
| which deliberation there was notwithſtanding; an almgſ invinci- 


| ble difficulty , namely the difference of Religion, for the King, 


| what need ſoever he had of the King of Navarre's affiſtance, could 


| never perſwade himſelf tro joyn with him in Arms, if he-were nor. 


| firſt a Catholick , wherein the reſpe& to his Conſcience preyail'd 
with him, above che conſideration of his Fortune, and King-. 
|  Thispointtherefore, upon which ſo much depended , was to 


| bediſcreetly managed : and the Duke of Eſpernon as Supreme in 


| the Kings confidence,. was, before all others choſen to treat wich 
The King 


| the King of Navarre aboutthis great Aﬀair ; which, that it might 
| be carried with the greater ſecrefie ,, the Duke pretended a viſit to 


ends the 


Duke of 


Madam de la 7 alette, his Mother at Caumont, 'whom he had never _—_—_— 
ſeen fince his advancement to favour ; -nor whom (a rare ,1c kin of 


example of Vertue, and Moderation in. a perſon of her Sex, and 
| Condition) hecouldever, with all che inftance he could ule, pre- 
vail with, to come to Courr, nor 'per{wade to: leave the ſweer re- 


| | poſe of. heron Houſe, northe modeſty,, and reticednels of her 


| former life. | Hf 
Things being thus ordered , the Duke began his Journey from 
Court with a Train, and Magnificence; thar is ſtill remembred in 
all che places, through which he paſt. He had above yoo Gearle- 
| men, 


Navarre. 


- 
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Anno 


men, and many of thoſe men of very great quality in his atten- 


1585. dance: fo great authority and eftcem , he had already acquir'd ; 
WY neither did that authority and eſteem ever decline}, but were his 


inſeparable Companions during his whole life. The King writ to 
all the places, through which he was to paſs, to receive him with 
che ſame reſpeRt, and to pay him the ſame honours they would do 
to his own perſon : which was abſolutely obey'd , if not over- 
done, the Duke receiving infinite and unuſual civilities, both at 
Orleans, Poitiers, Burdeaux, Tholouſe , and in all the other Cities 


- through which he paſs'd. Ar laſt he arriv'd at Caumont, where he 


D' 1nligne, 


had the ſatisfa&tion of ſeeing his Mother , who was no more daz- 
led with the immediate ſight of her Son's greatneſs , than ſhe had 
been before elevated with the report of it. She diſcours'd with him 
of Afﬀairs of State, and of the advantages of his own Fortune, 
with the Gravity and Authority of a Mother , but of a Vertuous 
and Prudent Mother : and Ihave heard him ſay, That he receiv'd 
more ſafe and ſolid Counſels from the prndent ſimplicity ef that 
good Lady, than from the ſubtlety, and experience, of the moſt 
ra&is'd Couriers. | 

Aﬀeer having ftaid ſome days in her company, and his chief 
buſineſs being not $0-receive a diſpatch there , he parted thence 
cowards the King of Navarre, who was then in the County of 
Foix. The King did him the honour to meet him as far as Savers 
dun, where they had the firſt Conference, The ſecond was at Pa- 
miers, in the ſame County of Foix , whither the Duke of Eſper- 
non (who could by no mcans ayoid the great crowd of Nobility, 


- and Gentry that came from all parts of Guierme , and Languedoc to 


ſee him) came ſo extraordinarily accompanied ; that the King of 
Navarre, who (deſigning to continue the ſame honour to him) 
intended to have met him a good way outof Town, was adviſed 
ro expect him on foot at the Gates of the City , his own Friends 
and Retinue, being too few ro make up a number , that might 
hold any proportion with that-the Duke brought along with him. 

In theſe two Conferences the Duke deliver'd what he had in 
Commaitſhon, fortifying the propoſitions he had to make with ſo 
many, and ſo powerful Arguments ;. that the King of Navarre 
clearly ſatisficd of his own good, diſcover'd ar laſt a great incli- 


nation to perform what the King deſir'd of him, viz. his Conver- 


fion to the Roman Catholick Religion. He evidently ſaw the 
eminent danger, whercinto this great conſpiracy of the League 
was likely to precipitate him ; with the advantages he might have 
by running the ſame fortune withthe King, of defending bimlſelf, 
and his Intereſt, by his Majcſties Authority and Power. 
Requelaure 
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Requelaure, and many other perſons of good quality abeut him, Anno 


fortifi'd him in this.good deliberation;buthe was diſlwaded from 
it by a far greater number of the other opinion , who repreſented 
to him, the bard uſage he had receiv'd at Court , the hazards he 
had run in his own-perſon , and the perſccution thoſe of the Re- 
form'd Religion, who were his Servants, and Friends, had ſuffer'd 
from thence, _-_ 
_ __ They did not ſtick further abſolutely to imputeall the hard mea- 
ſure the Hugonot Party. had receiv'd to this King ; although the 
reateſt yiolencies had been exerciſed upon| them in the Reign of 
Charles the Ninth, exprefling as paflionate a hatred againft him, as 
the League ſo impudently manitefted in their Rebellious Actions. 
And certainly the Mistortune of this Prince is never too much to 
be lamented, nor the unſteddineſs of his condition too much to 
be wondered at; having his Kingdom divided by twe Fattions, 
ſo direaly oppoſite to one another that he could never ſerye him- 
ſelf by the one, to defend himlelf from the other ; and both ſides, 
though implacable enemies berwixt themſelves, concurr'd never- 
thelels always in this, that they both equally deſired his Ruine. 

Ac laſt, after-many Conferences, the King of Navarre gavethe 
Duke his final Anſwer at Pax, whither he had invited him to come, 
co this effec,  M- 

That he was the Kings moſt humble Servant , that he would juſtifie 
bimſelf to be ſo upon all occaſions, and that be would never ſeparate hims 
ſelf from his Service and Intereſts, if his Majeſty did not conſtrain him 
#0 it, by condeſcending too much to his Enemies Counſels : but that be 
could not, for any conſideration of Honour, Riches, or any other advan- 
tages that could be propos'd to bim , depart from the Religion he bad ems 
brac'd, and was ſo firmly eſtabliſh'd in. 

It was inthis pleaſant Palace of Pay, and amongſt the magni- 
ficences and delights, that place then abounded in, that the Duke 
had firſt che honour to ſeethe Lady (atharine , the King of Na- 
varre's only Siſter, ſinc: Dutcheſs of Bar , in whom the Duke's 
Merit, who was then in the flower of his youth, and the meridi- 
an of his favour, made ſuch an impreſſion , that ſhe began from 
thattime to honour him with her favour , which ſhe' continued 
co him to herdeath, And ir is certain that the King her Brother 
(who perhaps did not think himlſclf ſo near that height of for- 
rune, to which he ſoon after arriv'd , and who doubtleſs would 


have been glad to have engag'd the Duke abſolutely to his Inte- | 


reſts) made him ſome propoſitions of Matriage with this Prin- 
ceſs; bur the condition of the time, and |interyening accidents, 
permitcing that Treaty to paſs no further, the' Duke was forc'dto 

| F-} content 


1585. 
NWN 


34 


T he Hiflory of the Life of | Book I. 


| Anno Cantent himlſelt with the advantage of ſo glorious 4 friendſhip, 
1585. which was ever after dear, and precious to him, the whole remain- 
LYN der of his life. 6 


The King of Navarre to multiply ſtill more entertainments,and 
favours upon the Duke, would needs have him yer to give himthe 
latisfaCtion of another viſit at Nerac ; which the Duke could not 
handſomely deny, though the Kings commands were ſomething 
preſſing for his return to Coun: and as it is likely the King of 
Navarre {pun out thetime , thathe might more maturely delibe- 
rate upon an Aﬀair of ſo great importance ; ſo was it the Duke's 
intereſt to give him thar letſure he deſired, if poſſible tomake his 
negotiation ſucceed according to the King his Maſters deſire. But 
in the endfinding he could not overcome thoſe traverſes, and difh- 
culries, that bis Majeftics enemies ſtill ftrew'd in his way , he pre- 
par'd himſelf for his departure ; and chen it was, that opening the 
laſt, and moſt ſecret part of his Commiſſion he told'theKing of 
Navarre, That though he had denied bis Majeſty the ſatisfa#ion be de- 
fired of him, yet that the King nevertheleſs confidering bim as bis Kinſ- 
nian, and next Heir to the (rown , if God ſhould pleaſe to diſpoſe of 
him without Iſſue, had given bim in charge to let him know , that be 
would be well pleas'd, he ſhould uſe bis beft endeauour to preſerve himſelf 
in a condition to oppoſe the League, that was confederated to the ruine 
of the Royal Houſe and Line. '1hat fince they could not unite their Arms 
toreſiſt their common Enemies, be ſhould at leaſt aſſure bimſelf of the 
places already in his poſſeſsion ; which bis Majeſty 'took to be mnch ſas 


fer, and much more at his devotion is: his hands , than thoſe that ſhould 
hereafter be poſſeſt by the League. And that although in the preſent ſtate 


of Affairs be could not openly favour bis deſigns, by reaſon of their diffe- 
rence in Religion 3; nor avoid being inſtant for the reſlitution of thoſe 
cautionary places, that had been granted to him ; yet that be ſhould ne- 
vertheleſs be very well ſatisfied with whatever be ſhould do to bis own 
advantage. After this Declaration, which was receiv'd by the Kin 
of Navarre with infinite demonſtrations of Obligation and,Re- 
ſpe&t, the Duke took poſt for the Court ar Lions, where the King 
impaticntly expected his return. 
He was now arriv'd within view of the City,and all the Court 
were mounted to honour his arrival, the King himſelf having 
much ado to forbear going our to meet him ; when a ſtrange, 
and unexpeRted A ccident was like to have turn'd all the Honours 
prepar'd tor his welcome into the Funeral Pomp of his Obſequies : 
For one of the Gentlemen, who came out to meet him, having ac- 
cidentally intangled the Chape of his Sword in the Duke's Bridle, 
the Horle took uch a fright atir , that he immediately ran away 


with 
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with his Maſter; nor could the Duke ſtop him with all the art,and Anno 

% force he had, fromthrowing himſelf , and his Rider headlong 1585. 

into a dreadful precipice ; the place, very remarkable by the grear- «WW 

neſs of thefall, and che wonderful eſcape, is tothis day call'd E- 

pernons Leap 3 neither was there any man preſent, who did not 

confidently. believe the Duke certainly bruis'd to pieces: an opini- 

on ſo Grdaly grounded inevery one, that the report of his Death 

-was immediately carried to Lions, which made as many ſeveral im 

preflions in mens minds, as their inclinations were different, to» 
' wards him. But the King was afflicted beyond imagination, 

though his Majeſty was not long in that| error : For ſome of the 

company, having immediately deſcended the precipice, found the 

Horſe, who by good fortune fell plum upon his feet, and bore. 

the whole weight of thefall, kill'd tone\dead, but the Duke mi- 

raculouſly eſcap'd, with only a (light hurtin the Shoulder. This 

accident ſet all the Court Wits on work, neither was there any, 

-who did not write fomething upon this occaſion ; but that which 

moſt pleas'd the Duke, was an Emblem, that was preſented to 

him. The body of the Emblem was a figure of the Duke him- 

ſelf, hanging upon the brow of a precipice ; ſo as that he ſeem'd 

to be irrecoverably falling from that prodigious height; when For- 

rune running to his ſuccour, withdrew him from the danger, with 
_ this Motto in Italian, the firſt words thereof expreſſing his name, 

Eper non laſciarti mai. A Motto the Duke at firſt took for a good 

Omen, which time, and his own good condudt after turn'd intoa 

kind of Prophefie; and cauſing itto be gray'din a Cornelian, and 

ſet in a Ring, he wore it many years upon his Finger, as a mark of 

his gratitude to Forcune, or rather Providence , which is cffe&tu- 

ally that we call Fortune , to which he ever attributed all the fuc- 

ceſſes of his life, rather than to his own condut. | 

Bychis accident the Kings affeion to the Duke ſeem'd to be 

augmented, ar leaſt it made a greater ſhew of tenderneſs, than ir 

former occaſions, his Majeſty never almoſt departing his Cham- 

ber during the time he was conltrain'd to keep his Bed : and it 

was in this condition that he gavethe King a tull account of his 

Journey, and Negotiation; a thing that furniſh'd the League 

with a ſufficient pretenſe to decry the Kings ations; neither did TheLeague 

the Chiefs of that FaQtion fail to caulc it proclaim'd in the Pulpirs Doan: 

(asit is uſual ro make Holy Places and Religious men the Scenes, p:rnw's 

and Inſtruments ro blemiſh the Actions |of Princes) that his Ma- 9852 
jelty was ſtrily united with Hereticks|: and that this (lander Qir up the 
might the. better be believ'd , the Duke of Eſpernon's Voyage ?*9Pl*- 
(whom they endeavour'd to render odious to the people, by cal- 

F2 ling 
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Anno ling him the Abetter of that Party) was firſt: brought'upon the 
1585. Rage 3 they publiſh'd that Negotiation to bea neer ng againſt 
WY the Catholick Religion, which was no way to be oppos'd,, but 
with their Swords in their hands ; So that this was the firſt Pre- 
renſethey made uſe of, to colour their Rebellion. 0 © + 
But before they would procced to the effe&s of: fo violent a Ru- 
pture, the Duke of Guiſe, who would bave becn glad to: have 
won the Duke of Eſpernon to his Party, by.that means'to remove 
thoſe Obſtacles which the Dukes Vigour and- Fideliry ever had, 
and were ſtill likely to oppoſe to his Deſigns, caus'd him to be 
The Duke treated with abouta march with his Daughter , ſince. Princeſs of 
of Guiſe at- Conty: a Princeſs that for the beauty of her perſon , the vigour of 
i her mind, and many other endowments, and excellent qualities, 
Duke of E/- had few rivals in the Kingdom ,* neither was the Duke of Eſper- 
my popu non ſo blind, as not to ſee the honour he ſhould receive by this al- 
ving him his liance, had it been propos'd in;a more quiet time; or had' the 
Daugiter- Duke her Father been upon better terms with che King. bur 
knowing he muſt by ſuch a match abandon his duty, or atleaſt be 
oblig'd to fayour deligns he could by no means approve! the laſt 
con(1deration ſo abſolutely prevail'd above theother, rhat he ſcarce 
deliberated upon a thing that was likely coſtagger his fidelity ; and 
how dangerous ſoever it were to declare himſelf an open enemy to 
the Duke of Guije, which he muſt of ' neceflity do by refuſing his 
alliance; he rather choſe to run-chat hazard , than to faulterinthe 
leaſt inthe duty he ow'd to his Prince and Benefactor.-: ." 
| Iris hard to judge, what paſſions of grief, and deſpite , the 
Duke of Gaiſe was poſleſt withal, to ſee his defigns ſo: fruſtrated, 
and his offer ſo deſpis'd by this refuſal , which was in it ſelf no 
light offenſe; neither did he afterwards meditate any thing more, . 
than his revenge; and howto deſtroy him he could neither by ci- 
vilities, nor by threats acquire unto him : bur his fury was rais'd 
to the height by a new Honour the Duke had conferr'd upon him: 
The ſecond which was the ſecond Pretenſe the League took hold of to juſtific 
perente cy their proccedings. | 
x The King had ſometime before this bought the Duke of May- 
enne out of his charge of Admiral of France , which the Duke 
had the rather laid down in fayour of the Duke of Joyeuſe; and 
his Majeſty deſirous to conferre upon the Duke of Eſpernon alſo 
ſome Office of the Crown (to continue the ſame equality he'had 
ever obſerydintheir Fortunes) propos'd to the Duke of Guiſe a 
very advantageous recompenſe in lieu of his Office of Grand- Mai- 
fire to the Kings Houſhold ; and it ſeem'd probable he would fol- 
low the example of his Brother the Duke ot Mayenne, who doubr- 


leſs 
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never permait-hinato exerciſe any funttionof his charge, thereby 
to make him weary of it; yer was he ftill more obſtinately benc 
to keepit, nor would ever conſent (as| he 1aid) That his Enemy 


ſhould poſſeſs any of thoſe charges be bad exercjqd , and been-inveſted 


Dithal. The King ſeeing him ſo obſtinate, and perhaps -not more 
ſolicitous to advance the Fortune of his Favourite, than willing to 


. ſpite the Dukeof Guiſe, reſplv'd with himſelf ro exe, purpoſely 


for the Duke of E/pernon, an Office; ſo honourable, and fo great, 


as ſhould by its authority and power infinitely ſurpaſs all ther the 
higheſt, and moſt important employments both of the State and 


leſs had nat quitted-{o important a charge without his adder Bro- Auno 
ther's advice ; but the Duke of Guiſe notwithſtanding would never 1585. 
comply with his Majeſties deſire; and: wn the King would VM 


— 


Crown': \andthis was that of (olonel General of France; an Of- Th Office 


' fice. formerly divided into two, on this lide., and on that. fide the 


of Colonel 
General of 


Mountains, of which 4ndelot had poſleſt the one, and Strozzi _ ere+ 


the other; and after Andelot's death they were united in, Strozzi, 
who remain'd ſole Colonel. After Strozgi's deceale, the King ha- 
ying by an Edid re-united theſe two Offices into one, made ic an 
Office of the Crown, under che Title of Colond General of France, 
_ caus'd that Edit to be ratified in Parliament , attributing to it the 
abſolute power to name in general Officers for. all the vacanc pla- 
ces inthe French Militia, without ſo much. as excepring from this 
nomination, that of Camp-Haiter to the Regiment of Guards : He 


eftabliſh'd for the Colonel a Sovereign Court of Juſtice,or Coun . 


cilof War, to determine of the Lives and Honours of Military 
men, without calling any other co it, than his own Officers , ad- 
ding to it beſides ſeveral Graunts, Priviledges, and Penſions , and 
finally (to ſum up all his bounty) his Majeſty delivering, the Com- 


miſhon into rhe Dukes hands,cold him,thart nothing troubled him, 


bue that he knew not how to inveſt him into a more abſolute Au- 
thority, and that he could not addea part of the Royal Dignity to 
bis charge. - And it 1s certain, that in giving the Duke the Govern- 
ments of Metz, Tout, and Verdun, his Majelty would have given 
them in Sovereignty, and have demis'd to himthe Title of che 
Crown : but the Duke diſpleas'd with this propolition, as an ins 
jury offcr'd to his Obedience and Loyalty, complain'd tothe King, 


that his Majeſty, honouring him with ſo noble an employment, 


| ſhould goabourto deprive him of the deareſt Relation he had, 
which was that of his Majeſties moſt humble, and obedient Sub- 
je&, an honour thar in his ſoul he preferr'd before all titles of 
Sovercignty , and all the advantages of Fortune his Majelty 
could prefer him to; and thereupon receiy'd both the Govern- 
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| Amo ments , and the charge of (olonel General , under the Kings Au- 
COLWYN 


- From this new advancement the League, as I have ſaid be- 


fore, deriv'd their ſecond pretenſe for the :raking ofi'Arms ; 
they look'd upon the Duke of Eſpernon's new Honour , as an 


offence to their whole Party ; and the/Duke -of Guiſe took it 
for a particular injury to himſelf , and thereupon 'openly pub- 
lſh'd. HS 7 of 5 Wy 


The Duke That there were now 110 more Employments, Riches, or Honours, ſave 


of Guiſe's 


complaints. 


only for the Duke of Elpernon, and la Valertrte hu Brother. That 
the State was only impoveriſh'dby profuſums made in their favour. 
That they were the true cauſes of the peoples oppreſſion. That the 
Treaſure, ſet apart for the extirpation of Herefie was by them per- 
- verted to thetr own uſes, and particular profit. That the greateſt 
Dignities, the moſt important Places, and Governments of great- 
eſt concern, were too many advantages for their ambition. That 
whilſt the Kings good Servants were negleted , and kept under, 
there were new Offices, with unheard of Priviledges , contriy'd, 
 anderefled for them. That if the power they bad over the King 
were longer ſuffer d, they would equally reine the State , and Re- 
ligion. * That the Duke of Eſpernon was therefore ro be remoy'd 
from Court, if men defir'd to ſee an end of publick Miſeries. That 
his Majeſty being deliver'd from his Counſels , which were equally 
violent, and intereſſed, would doubtleſs for the future be more 
favourable to' his good SubjeFts, and. better inclin'd to the Catho- 
lick Cauſe. * W107 


Ar the ſame timea Manifeſto was publiſh'd by the Cardinal 
of Boxrbon, who was the declared Head of that Faction, con- 


raining principally the foregoing complaints, and immediately 


The Leagre after follow'd the riſing into Arms. The firſt delign of the 


rakes up 
Arms. 


League was upon Metz, as it they meant to ſtrike at the hearr 
of the Duke of Eſpernon's Fortune ; a place ſo conſiderable, 
chat the Duke had reaſon to look upon ir, as the ſureſt founda- 
tion of his greatnels : neither did he in his latter years conde- 
ſcend to any thing with more unwillingneſs , and relu&ancy, 
chan tothe furrender of that place, that propoſition ſeeming 
ro him, as though men were bent to the total ruine of his 
Houle; nor could he ever have been perſwaded to have ftripr 
himſelt of ſuch a defenſe, upon a Wa conſideration, than the 
inveſticure of his Son the Cardinal of la Yaletre into that Go- 


vernment ; who being younger by forty years, than himſelf, 
: he 
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he might reaſonably-hope, it would continue in his Family" at Anno 
leaſt during his life: bur God was pleaſedto diſpoſe it other- 1585. 
wiſe. ito. | | ect LWNg 
To make a right judgment of the importance of rhis place, 
it will be neceflary to confſtder its Site , and condition; and the 
ſhare it has ever hadin the Duke's Fortune does indeed require 
it ſhould be ſomething inſiſted upon. Merz then is aCiry ſome- The deſeri- | 
ching bigger than Burdeaux, or Orleans ,- that is to lay, one of P''® Av 
the greateſt, andthe faireftin the Kingdom, full of Inhabirants, 17c«, ana 
and thoſe a rich and induſtrious people; to whom the neigh- #5 mpor- 
bourhood of Germany gives great facility, tro an advantageous = 
Commerce.She was in former tirnes thought beautifulenough to 
be the Metropolis of 4uſtraſia, once the Inheritance of one £ our 
Kings: bur when the Empire of Germany began to decline, and 
that the Princes who were Subject to it began to withdraw * 
themſelves from their obedience (every one being ambitious to 
be Sovereign in his own Dominions) many Cities, which were 
allo inthe ſame ſubjection , allur'd by the tempring ſound of 
Liberty, follow'd the ſame example.Of thele Merz was one, who 
for many years took leave to govertt her ſel by her own Laws, 
anmnually.creating Sovereign Magiſtrates, diſpoſing abſolutely ot 
the Lives and Eſtates of her Subje&s, Coyning Money, and in 
all things taking upon her the Authority of a Sovereign Juriſdi- 
&ion ; in which condition ſhe maintain'd her elf, cill the Year 
I 552. that theConſtable FMontmorency, pafling with the King's 
Army that way, totally freed her from all kind of Homage co 
the Empire, and ſettled ic under the Protection of the Crown of 
France. 'Tistrue that King Henry the Second, in whoſe Reign 
this Conqueſt was made, continued to this City her ancient pri- 
viledges; bur withal ro afſure himſelf of his poſlefſion, he did 
- exceedinply fortific it, eſtabliſhing a Governour of his own, and 
cauſing a Citadel to be built, which was mighrily cryed up, for 
one of the beſt, and moſt exact of that time : bur this was be- 
fore Sieges were turn'd into a Science , and that the induſtry of 
man had lefclircleto Fortune, in this kind of War. It does nor 
now carry that Reputation ; and in this condition ic was when 
the Duke entred upon his Government,only with this difference, 
that whatits own Laws had formerly perform'd by their own 
Virtue, during its independency, was now executed by his order, 
under the Authority of rhe Royal Name,the Duke (as | have ſaid 
before) ablojutely refuſing to accept it upon other terms. Hean- 
nually appointed, and created the Supreme Magiſtrate, whom they 
call * Maiſtre Echevin, and appointed him his Council, and 
Judges, 


* r H BY 


Socriff, 
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Anno Judges, who wereto determine in Sovereignty, upon the Lives, 


Honours, and Eſtates of all the Inhabirants : bur withal the 
Duke had Authority upon occaſion to cenſure them, had pow- 
er to remove them from their Magiſtracy, within their year, if 
he ſaw cauſe ; or to continue them beyond their term, if he 
thought fit. It is then no wonderif he were infinitely reſpeed 
in a place, where all things ſo abſolutely. depended upon him : 
bur chat which was indeed very rare, and. very commendable, 
was, that in ſo unlimited a power, and in the courſe of aboye 
threeſcore years, that this City continued in his Cuſtody, he be- 
hay'd himſelf with that Juſtice , and Moderation , that not ſo 
much as any one Citizen ever complain'd of his adminiſtration : 
neither is there any now living, thatdo not yet remember, with a 
kind of delight, the indulgence , and Iwettneſs of his Govern- 
ment. | 

Whilſt the Duke ſtood ſeiz'd of a place of this conſequence, 
and ſo diſpos'd to his ſervice,ic was no cafie matter to cut hjm off; 
ſuch a retirement being a ſufficient refuge from all ſudden danger : 
neither (the Town being intruſted in the hands of valiant, and 
fairhful friends) had it been convenient (even when he was moſt 
remote from ir) to provoke him ; leſta place of that importance, 
ſhould have taken part in his grace, and follow'd the humour 
of his diſcontents. It was therefore by the taking of this Town, 
'that the League would begin to labourthe Duke's ruine , and in 
that the advancement of their own Afﬀairs. | 

The moſt conſiderable Forces, the League had then on foot, 

were thoſe of the Duke of Lorain; a Prince who having cill 


_ - this timeccontain'd himſelf Neuter in all the Affairs of France, up- 


on this occaſion thought fic, it ſeems, to declare himſelf partial to 
his Family, in hopes nevertheleſs co joyn Metz, Toxl, and Yerdan 
to his own Dukedom : neither was his delign unlikely to ſuc- 
ceed ; for the two laſt having made no great dithculty of receiving 
the Duke of Guiſe, he had reaſon (conlidering the intelligence he 
had in the City) roexpeQ the ſame from Metz, had not the Duke 
of Efpernon by his vigilancy prevented him , ſeaſonably re-infor- 
cing the Garriſon, with divers Gentlemen his particular Servants, 
and a good number of Souldiers; by whoſe coming it was ſo well 
lecur'd, that the Leaguethought it not fic to atrempe it. 

This great ſtorm, chus blown over, the Duke, alarm'd by the 
late hazard this City had run, refolv'd to eſtabliſh himſelf in thar 
important poſſeſſion, ſo as that for the future it mightbeſecurd 
from the like danger ; and to that purpole ſome of his friends ha-_ 
ving rendred the Goyernour ſuſpeed to him by ſome carriage of 

his 
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at ſuckitimefs the Army of the Leagite were approaching towards Annd 
him,-though the grounds of this miſtruſt were not in the Dukes i585. 
opinion. gear enough tocountenance an open rapture with'him ; WM 
yet weft they ſufficient to make the Duke remove him from that 

- truſt; and:4o. call him/'about his' own perſon';*inſtituting Sobole, 

who before was only Eieutenant:of 'the Cittadel, in the abſolute 
authoriry both of the City, Cittadel,7 and Mein Countrey 3 adding 

withal cen thouſand. Crowns in Gold to mend/his Equipage, char 

he might with the more honour ſupport the honourable charge 

he had ſeated him in, a bounty we ſhall hereafter ſee how Sobole 
requited :- but that being the buſineſs of another time, 1 ſhall re- 

fer it. to another place, and purſue my former Subje&t: _ 

The Leaguers not contenting themſelves with'thole petty ſucceſ- The Pro- | 
ſes in Lorain; and being made wiſeand ative, by the example of And _ 
the Kings ruinous ſupinenels, who fate ſtill, in' vain expe&ting 
the arrival of his Foreign Forces, almoſt ar the ſame time by the 
ſeveral Captains they had dispos'd into divers Provinces, ſurpriz'd 
a great many of the chief Cities of 'the Kingdom, and made no 
light atcempcs upon thereſt, The 'Duke of Gujſe after the raking 
ot Toul, and Verdun, (which I haveſpoke of before) poſſeſt himſelf 
yer of Mezjere, by which he aſſur'd to: himſelf rhe whole Coun- 
trey of (hampagne : The Duke of Mayenne took the City, and 
Caſtle of Dijon, which-made him Maſter of the Datchy of Bur 

undy : Ia Chartre (eiz'd of Bourges ,|- Entragues of Orleans; the 
Connt de Briſac of Angiers, and many other Cities of that Pro- 
vince. Yaillack had hop'd to havedone as much by Bordeaux, by 
the neighbourhood of Chaſteau-Trompette, of which he was Go- 
vernour : but the Mareſchal de Matignon broke his defign , and 

Marſ-iles, by the Loyalty of her good Inhabitants, maintairr'd it ſelf 
againſt the FaCtion of ſome who labqur'd to betray ir into the 
power of the League : butthe enterprize of' the Cittadel of Lions 

ſucceeded better with Mandelot, who was Governour of the Ciry, 
and one of the Duke of Guiſe's firmeſt Adherents; who having 
been formerly awed into his duty by the (ittadel, in which le 
Paſſage had been plac'd by the Duke of |Fſpernon, to —_ a City 
{o important to his Majelties Service; |he who before-hand had 
been made privy to the Duke of Gui/e's Deſigns , as ſoon as ever 
he heard they were in Arms, failed not ſuddenly to begirt the Cit- 
tadel and being aſfiſted by the people (who naturally hate to be 
' bridled by a Fortreſs) having ſurpriz'd le Paſſage, . who little ſuſpe- 
Red any ſuch thing, made himlelf Maſter of the place, and im- 

mediately raz'd it to the ground. 

Ic was upon this occaſion that the ill will which had ſo long 
'1G been 
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" 4nuo been conceal'd ;. yer had continually been-foſtering i the Boſons 
1685s. of che Duke of Epermen , and Monſieur ,de Yifteroy, broke out ; 
from which quarxel, in the fuccefion of time, ſprung ſo many, and 
prurebe- ſo 1mporrant.conlequences, a5 ddnotonly rake up alarge ſhare of 
ewixe the rhe Dukes Life , þuralſo make up. confiderable part 1nche gene: 
Efoeroes ral Hiftory of that time ; which obliges 'me'lin his place to diſ- 
ad Vi/lcr9y. courſe, both what | have receiv'd' from the Dukes own mouth, 
and what I have " tr from the Commentaries of Hounſienr * 
 deViflergy hinaſelt. - me FIOTrE F | 

'  Mounſitur de Villeroy had been from theDukes infancy Secreta- 

1y, and Miniſter of State ; a friend ro Mewnfieur de la Valette the Fa- 

er, and a man of: great Credit, and Intereſt, in the King's Coun- 

cil ; he had ſeen the beginning, and encreadept the Dukes Favour, 

at which he ought not zn realon to repine : but on the. contrary 
had cauſe to believe, that ſuch a friend as he, would fortifie him 
* with che King, and be nolictle aſſiſting eo ſupport thar Truſt he al- 

ready polleſt in the management of Aﬀairs, And in effe& the 
Duke had atrue affection, and eſteem for him, who as he was ever 
yery reſpective , and conſtantly fax'd to all his Fathers Intereſts | 

whoſe memory he; had in- the greateſt veneration) i is certain 

ad a partigular conſideration for all his Friends , of which num-- 

ber Moynfieur Villergy being one, the firſt years of the Duke's Fa- 

vour were palt oyer in a tri correſpondency with him : but at 

laſt Yjlleroy perceiving the Duke's Creditprocecded (o far,as whol- 

ly co poſſels chat intereſt in the Kings Boſom he prerended to ſhare, 

he began in che end co. grow jealous of a Proſperity, he ought ſo 

much the more to. haye cheriſh'd, by how much it was likely to 

be more uſeful ro him 3 and thenceforward began openly to 
thwarc all his opinions in Council xais'd up a party oor; him, to 

leflen his Reputation there : and che Queen Mother nettled to ſee 

her Authority weakned with the King, by the great power the 
Duke had with him, deſiring nothing more, than ro have him 

remov'd, that ſhe might recoyer her former poſſeſſion, could find 

no one ſo ready as Mounſieur de Villeroy to ſecond her Paſhon, and 

che animoſity ſhe had conceiv'd againſt him. They joyntly ad- 
vis'd thatit was neceflary to ſacrifice the Duke to the malice of 

the League ; and that the King.ought to abandon him for 

the general ſatisfaGion ; a Counſel that had been voluntarily fol- 

low'd by the Duke himlelf : and I have heard him fay , he would 

- as willingly have retir'd then from Court, as he did notlong after, 

could he have obtain'd the Kings permiſſion : but his Majeſty ve- 

ry well perceiving that his Favourite was only a pretenſe the 

League made ule of to cover their own ambirion , that it was the 
Royal 
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Royal Authority they aim'd at, and that their deſign was only to 
remove ſo good a Seryant, wirh leſs difficulty ro make themſelves 
Maiſters of Afeairs ; the more obſtinately they inſiſted upon that 
Article, the more reſolute his Majeſty was to protect him. 

The Duke very well inform'd that Yilleroy was one of thoſe, 
who contributed moſt 'to his Perſecu:ion , and ſeeing how pub- 
lickly he profeſs'd to defire his ruine,reſented it with an Animoſiry 
proportionable to the Injury receiv'd ; which was the more violent, 
by how much the offenſe came from a perſon he had never done 
any ill Office to, and whom he had eyer madeit his buſineſs to ob- 
lige.. They were in this poſture of unkindneſs , on the one fide, 
and the other, when happned the taking of the Cittadel of Lions ; 
before which time it was thought, Pilleroy had ſecretly treated of a 
Marriage betwixt Alincourt his Son, and Mandelot's only Daugh- 
ter; not having dar'd publickly to do it by reaſonof the intelli- 
gence Mandel:t held with thoſe of the League : but having upon 
this occaſion taken up Mandelot's Intereſts againſt le Paſſage ; 
that is to ſay, againſt the Duke himſelf, le Paſſage being his crea- 
ture, he offer'd to undertakefor Mandelot's fidelity to the King, pro- 
vided his Majeſty would pleaſe to conſent to the Marriage pro- 
pos'd, and ſettle upon Alincourt the Government of Lions in rever- 
ſion, in favour of the match; which|che King, being reduc'd to 
the neceſſity of taking all men for friends , who were not aRtually 
otherwiſe, was ſorc'd to allow of, and to ratifie what he could noc 
well impeach ; by that means trying to draw Mandelot over to him : 
but the Duke exaſperated to the laſt degree could no longer ſmo- 
ther his paſſion, nor difſemble his animoſity againſt Yilleroy ; but 
ſpoke freely, and aloud to his diſadvantage, and of the Correſpon- 
dence he held with the League, which was the firſt cffet of their 
open, and declared Hatred. 


The end of the firſt Book. 
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III 


 QQFcer the Surrender,or rather the Revolt, of the ma- Anno 
> ny places already mentioned, the Dulte of Guiſe, 1 5 85+ 
concciving it neceſſary to preſs nearer the King, 
the ſooner, and with leſs difficulty to obtain his 
ends, order'd the General Rendezyous of his Ar- 

om » wo my to be at Chalons. Which place he made choice | 
of for two Realons ,, firſt, becauſe by the nearneſs of jt to Paris, The Duke 
(being but three little days Journey from thence) his /preſence - ne he 
would be aptto fortifie the Citizens in their Devotion tohim, and with his 
ſecondly, the number of his Confederates being ſo great,aad ſore ror Io 
of them of ſogreat Authority in the City,he could by cheir means = 
continually infuſe into the people ſuch diſpoſitions , as. might belt 
ſerve his purpoſe.:.. hoping by this means , either to incline the 
King, .to fatisfie all. his demands; or at leaſt: ro be able co raile 
ſuch-mutiny and confuſion inthe City, as might give him oppor- 
runity, at onetime, or another,to effect that by fine Force, he could 
not obtain: by the more moderate ways of Addreſles, and Treaty. 

Thea it was. that his Majeſty perceiv'd-the manitelt peril his 

WP | on” perſon, 
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Perſon , and his Aﬀairs were in , and then would he take up 
Arms forhis own defenſe ; which he had no ſooner reſoly'd , bur 
thatatthe ſame time he ſaw it was too late; and impoſhble to be 
done. The Reiters which he had rais'd in Germany could not come 
to him, (the Dake of Lorain having deny'd them a paſſage through 
his Countrey) and all the Forces within the Kingdom were cither 
engag'd with the League, or with the King of Navarre ; ſothat 
the King was left utterly naked of all defenſe , ſave of thoſe few 
Servants he had about his own perſon : Nay; even thoſe who, in 
the beginning of theſe troubles, would with all their hearts have 
aſſiſted him to puniſh the Duke, whilſt meerly in the condition of 


| aRebel, durſt not, now he was grown to that formidable height, 


The Queen 
Mother 
ſenrtto 
Treat of a 
Peace. 


and become the head: of a ſtrong Party , attempt to ſuccour a 
weak, and disfurniſh'd Prince, againſt an arined and prevailing 


' Subject. | 


Thethoughts of War then being altogether fruicleſs , and im- 
poſſible in the poſture the King then was , he muſt of neceſſity 
haverecourſe to the Treaties of Peace; to which reſolution he was 
further neceſſitated by the King of Navarre's breaking into Arms, 
atthe ſame time, which I ſhould not however have mention'd for 
a ſecond Motive his Majeſty had to fatisfie the League , had this 
Prince pretended no further, than ſimply to defend his own For- 
tune With thoſe Forces he had already had in France; for then his 
deſigns might have becn fayourableto the King , and either have 
kept the Army of the League wholly imploy'd; or at leaſt have 
diverted their deſigns : bur he fearing art once to be oppreſt by the 
Union of* wo Catholick Armies, had recourſe to ſtrangers for 
aid. The King knew he had treated with the Queen of England, 
and with the States of Holland , who both of them aſliſted him 
with Men, and Money, and that all the Proteſtant Princes of 
Germany, made extraordinary Proviſion to ſend him a powerful 
ſuccour ; ſo that he now evidently ſaw , he mult in good earneſt 


cloſe with the League, 'and joyn with one of the FaRtions, to - 


preſerve himſelf from being a Prey to both. 

The Queen Mother had for many years been employ'd Media- 
trix in all the accomodations of - Peace that had been concluded in 
France, andit was commonly believed , ſhe was notthen altoge- 
ther without ſuch an Intereſt in the Duke of Guiſe , as might have 


eftabliſh'd this to the Kings ſatisfaion : I never heard the Duke 


of Eſpernon ſay ſhe was partial to that Faftion; and though he 
receiv'd ſeveral ill Offices from her in his declining Favour, he not- 
withſtanding ever retain'd a conſtant Reſpect for ſo great a Prin- 
ccls, who was his Maſters Mother, and ever defended her Honour 

| againſt 
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| againſt the calumnies of the time. Tis wue he thought the 
was gotuliogetherdilpleas'd that-there ſhould ever bea party on 


foorin:Arance; ſuckas mightoblige the King her Son to make uſe. 
of hefConmlelsand Mediarion; her great, -and ambirious ſpiric 


ill digeſting che (calms of peate; and worſe enduring to be de- 
privedof-an cmployment ; in which ſhe had ever been as ſucceſs- 
» az'neceſſary, 'Her thereforethe King paſſionately cntreated to 
laboutan Accommodation withthe Duke of5u;ſe,an Office ſhe as 
cheartully undertook, and twodayes after Began her Journey to- 
watds Eſpernay, where ſhc had appointed-the 'Duke to meet, and 
whither he accordingly came, together with the Cardinal of 
Box# box, In the firſt overtures the found a ſpirit pukt up with ſuc- 
ceſs, SOA averſe to Peace : but when he had more delibe- 
rately conſider'd, that it was not yet time to. weaken the King's 
Authoruy (which he thought was abſolucely at his mercy ) that 
there would afterwards remain the King of Navarre a powerful, 
aQtive, and diligent Enemy, back'd with great Forces within, and 
ready to receive greater from without the Kingdom , he conceiv'd 
it requiſite ro ſubdue-him firſt, that he mighe afterwards diſpoſe 
of che Kings Aﬀairs with leſs oppoſition : ſo that he altogether 
fell from the extrayagancy of his firſt demands, and only inſiſted 
ypen the {uppreſiion of the King of Navarre, which he call'd the 
extirpation of Hercſie, though it was in effte& in orderonly to 
the eſtabliſhmentof his own Power. | 

The King had fo openly declared himſelf an Enemy (as effe- 
Eively he was) to this new Religion; and it ſo much imported 
him to clear himſelf ro his Subicehs from thoſe aſperlions the 


League had caſt upon him, that he was now necefliated to declare 


againſt the King of Navarre in-the moſt ſevere Form, the League 
could themſelves invent , yet was it not withour the greateſt relu- 
Etancy imaginable, that his Majeſty was conſtrain'd to that extre- 
mity againſt a Prince, whom ( as has been ſaid before) it was not 
his intereſt wholly to ſuppreſs : bur having loſt the opportunity he 
once had, whilſt they were weak, and/inconſiderable, of chaſti- 
ſing the Heads of the League, he ſaw himſelf now neceſſitated to 
grant them that, he could no longer, without apparent Ruine, re- 
tuſe. His Wiſdom then prompting him to ſubmit to the neceſſity 
of Afﬀairs, he made a ſhow of complying in allthings with their 
deſires ; and that he might with leſs difficulty encline the Duke of 
Eſpernon to conſent to areſolution he hadeever before been ſo much 


againſt, he privately told him, That be did not conſent to thoſe things | 


that Were exatted from him without very great Averſion , but that he 


hop'd to reap from thence a ſignal effeft, and a very great adyantage to 
| TIP bis 
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Ano bis Affairs ; that the Party. of the League was now £00. ſtrong t0 be ſup- 


1585. preſt by force : that they bad brought their Armies t0 the Gites,of :Pa- 
UID Tis, and that Paris it ſelf was corrupted in their Favour .:. That: he ve- 


ry well ſaw the time to chaſtiſe them Was now paſt, and that he now knew 
C but too: late) what he had loſt in letting the occaſion {lip , wherein they 
might have been puniſh'd, when he had advis'd hin-te; it ; but that ſuch 
an opportunity would: certainly retwrn- again , and ithat then his evil 


Counſellors ſhould never diſſwade him from making better uſe of his time: 


That in the mean time it was neceſſary to diſſemble , that they, might the 
better look into their 'Enemies Intereſts, to diſcover their weakneſs, and to 
make uſe of that diſcovery to their ruine: That there was no Party (o 


trong that was not defeftive ſomewhere: That it: as neceſſary\to diſ- 


cover Where that defett lay, /and that it was impoſible to make. that diſ- 
covery, without engaging ith , and being intereſted in the canſe they 
meant to overthrow : That being Head of the League , as .they would 


 bave bimdeclare himſelf to be, be ſhould be able- to flrew ſuch dif ficul- 
. ties in the way of their Deſigns, as that they would find themſelues per- 
 plex'd inevery enterprize they ſhould undertake.” Though the: Nuke 


of Eſpernon had much rather his Majeſty would bave defended 
his Honour, and trampled Authority , by the Arms of. thoſe 
few good Catholick Servants he had, and to have joyn'd with the 
King of Navarre (with whom he did not think an accommodati- 
on impolſible.) -and with ſuch Foreign Forces, as were affectionate 
to the Crown; yer ſecing it was now expedient to ſubmit to the 


-neceflcy of the time, he humbly acquiekc'd in the good Pleaſure of 


the King his Maſter. 
{nthis poſture of Afairs the King writ to the Queen his Mo- 


ther, that ſhe might conclude the Treaty upon ſuch Conditions, as 
ſhe thought fit ; and, for a furtherteſtimony of his Candour, and 


ſincere intention herein, ſent the aiſpatch by the Duke of Eſper- 


208, whom allthe world knew to have the greateſt power with 


him, and the greateſt Antipathy forthe League; to the end thar 
the Lords of Guiſe might notin the leaſt doubr the obſervance of 


a Treaty, that was ratifi'd on his part, bv a perſon who/liv'd in fo 


eminent a degree of favour with him, 
This employment of the Duke's , though it was only intended - 
to countenancethe Queens Negoriation , and to make ir more ca- 


ily ſucceed , did neverthelcls incenſe her in the higheſt degree 


againſt him. She look'd upon his interpoſition , as proceeding 


'from a difhdence the King had in her , and not daringto manifeſt 


her diflatisfa&tion to him, ſhe threw it wholly upon the Duke, and 


'took from thence a new occaſion to augment the ill will ſhe had 
tormerly conceiy d againſt hime The Treaty was notwithſtanding 


concluded 
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concluded at Nemours, wherein the Lords of Guiſe had the full of Anno 
their own demands, whether againſt thoſe of the Fugonor Pat- 1585. 

- or intheir own particular favour. They were to command "> 
the Armies, that ſhould be ſer forth againſt the Fiugonots , and carer 
over and above the great, and advantageous Governments they # Newer: 
were alrcady poſleſt of, the King delivered over twelve, or fifteen 
of the beſt Cities in-the Kingdom into their hands; together 
with vaſt ſummes of money : And then it was, that men were 
undeceiv'd, and thatall men plainly ſaw they minded more their 
own private Intereſt, and the eſtabliſhment of their own great- 

neſs, thaa they regarded the advancement of the Catholick Re- 
ligion. | 

The Treaty then being concluded, the Duke of Griſe came to 
kiſs the Kings Hands at St. Maur des Fauſſez, his Majeſty ſo order- 
ing it purpolely to defeat the Duke ot the Parifians applaule; 
from whence after the Rartification of the Articles, the Duke re- 
curn'd into his own Government of Champagne , diſmiſs'd with 
ſome feign-d Demonſtrations of Favour, which was alſo on his 
part receiv'd with the ſame diffimularion. % | 
| From thenceforward the King began with grear artifice to ſpin J'< War 

"os | EL egun by 
out the yiolentdeſigns of the League , maniteſting nevertheleſs the King 
fuch an animobity againſt the Hugonots, and fo firm a reſolution g1inf che 

vigoroully to effect what had been concluded againftthem, as he 5" 
conc eiv'd neceſſary to ſatisfic a peoplejealous of his ſinceriry,and 

apt to take up new ſuſpicions upon every inftigation of heir own 

corrupted fanſie : Andin order thereunto he wentto the Parlia- 

ment in great Formality, and State, to cauſe an Edi&t to paſs 
againſt. choſe of the Retorm'd Religion ; where after a reyocation 
of the cautionary Towns, of the Chambres Mi-parties ,- of the li- _ 


berty of Conſcience, and of other Conceſſions that had former- were Courts 


* 


ly been grantedin their Fayour , they were 120i by a day vt Jultice 


prefix'd, either to abjure their Religion, orto be declar'd enemies mn = 
ro the State, and puniſhable to the laſt degree. Cicies of 


' This firſt Act thus play'd, his Majeſty aſſembled the Provoſt {7 


favour 
des Marchands, and the Eſchevins of Paris to demand money of gbe Hogs 
them for the proſecution of the'War they had. ſo ardently defir'd ; 29... 
which he allo propos'd to the Clergy , who had ſhewed them- gonthe 
ſelves no leſs zealous than they : bur finding both the one, and 2* halt 
the other equally cold in the buſineſs, after he had reproach'd the other 
them with their unſeaſonable violence, which he ſaid, had hin- no Catho* 
der'd him from bringing about by eaſie, and infallible ways, the © 
utter extirpation of Hereſic (a thing he more earneſtly defir'd, 


than any of them) he told them flatly, chat ſince by them this bu- 
| H _  fineſs 
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ſinelſs was firſt ſer on foot, it was reaſonable, that they who had 
beenthe promoters of ,it, ſhould likewiſe be ar the charge of the 


WW NYNY) War. 


1585. 


His Majeſty thought by graſping thus art their purſes ro take 
off their edge of fighting,and by repreſenting to them the charge, 
and incommodities of War, he ſhould at the ſame time imprine 
in them # batred, and averſion to it. But what reaſons can pre- 
vail with a pre-pollels'd, and exaſperated multicude ? The people 
diſpleas'd at the difficulties the King laid before them, and ſuffer- 
ing themſelves to be ſeduc'd by the malepert Preachers of the 
League,who by their {editious Sermons had ſoon perſwaded them 
into commotion, Iimpos'd upon the King a nevelily of beginning 
che War 3 and forgetring the reſpect due to the Majeſty of their 
Prince, gavehim in plain terms to underſtand , that he ſhould 
not be late in his own Louvre, if he did not forthwith betake him- 
ſelf ro Arms. | 


The condition of the time, andthe conditions of the Freaty 


| lately cancluded with theLeague,cqually obliging the King ro fall 


The Dake 
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into ſpeedy aftion , andalloto ſerve himſelt with ſome of the 
Heads of that Party in this Expedition; his Majeſty ro comply 
wich his awn neceflity, and likewiſe to ſatisfie that Article , di- 


patch'dche Duke of Mayenne into Guienne , againſt the King of 


Navarre, the Duke of Guiſe himlelf defiring to remain in his Go- 
vernment of Champagne , to guard the Frontiers, and rhat he 
might havein the other Armies. He was alfo to ſer on foot fuch 
perions,.as he knew were faithful ro him : He ſent the Mareſchal de 
Biron int Xaintonge againſt che Prince of Conde, and the Duke of 
Joyeuſe into Languedec , reſerving for the Duke of Eſpernon , as a 
Servant in whom he repos'd the greateſt cruſt, che Employment 
of Provence : A Government which being a little before Jef va- 
cant by the Death of the Grand Prior of France , Baſtard of Ya- 
lows, had been conferr'd upon him. and a Province wherein (of 
all other) his Majeſties Authority had the greateſt need of ſup- 
port, having formerly been much weakned by the two contrary 


' FaRtions that divided the State : Whereof one was commanded 


<< 
EN 


by the Sieur de Leſdiguieres, Head of the Fiugonot Party ; and the 
other by the Sieur de Yins , the Kings Lieutenant rhere', but a 
man very partial to the League. His Majeſty therefore deſiring, 
amidſt the confoſion that was made by theſe two Parties, to fe- 
cure the Countrey to himſelf, ſent thirher the Duke of Eſpernon, 
with a good Army, appointing Mounſteur de la F alette his Bro- 
ther, for his Lieutenant in that Service; neither was he deceiv'd 
in his choice: for in leſs than four months time , Province , and 


Dauphine 
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| Dauphind were wholly ſenled in his obedience , the only part al- 


moft of the Kingdom, where his Majeſty was effe&ively, and 


truly ſerv'd; and had he had many more ſuch Servants roem- 


ploy, his Aﬀairs had certainly, and in a you litcle time, chang 
their face, and the Royal Authority been reſcu 

lious Inſolence , that trod it under foot in moſt Provinces of 
France, | | 

The Office of Colojel General having given the Duke abſolute 
Authority over the Infantry, there was great conteſt amongſt the 
old Regiments , whicK ſhould be preſerr'd to follow him in this 
ation, in which he made ſhift to ſatisfie the ambition of the 
greateſt part ; his Majelty (who gave him abſolute power in mat- 
ters of greater difficulty) being content , that his beſt Souldiers 
ſhould ſerve under his truftieft Captain : ſo that he drew our a 
good part of the Regiment of Guards, of that of Picardy, and 
(/hampagne, with other Companies out of other Regiments , to 
the number of ten thouſand Foot, to which was added twelve 
hundred Horſe, and twelve piece of Cannot, with their Equi- 

age. 

: The Duke, having about the end of Summer led his Army in- 
to Provence, put them immediately into van_ Action. Yins 
was the firſt he undertook, who, having before been worſted by 
Leſdiguieres , was in no condition of making any great reſiſlance ; 
and Leſdiguieres though victorious over. the League , finding yer 


himſelt roo weak to oppole the King's Army , conducted by fo 


experienc'd Commanders,by wichdrawing into his own ſtrength, 
gave the two Brothers liberty to make themſelves Mafters of 
Seynes, Breoules, Chorges, and many other Conſiderable places as 
well in Provence, as Dauphine with wonderful expedition : ſo that 
by thele ſucceſſes the two Faftions, which had ſo long afflited 
choſe two good Provinces, being equally ſuppreſt, the Duke had 
leiſure to return to Court, where his preſence was not a little ne- 
ceſlary to. countermine ſuch Pra&ices (of which FHounſieur de 
Villeroy ſays in his Meſmoires the Duke ſuſpe&ed him to be Au- 
thor) as were by his Enemies ſet on foot againſt him. Neither 
did the Duke need to make any great difficulty of reticing from 
Provence, conſidering the good poſture he had brought Aﬀairs in- 
to, and thar heleft his ſecond ſelf upon theplace, not only in fi- 


delity, and zeal to the King's Service, burallo in valour, and ex- 


perience; namely, .Mounſreur de la Palette his Brother: a man 
whoſe Vertues had acquir'd ſo great a Reputation with all worthy 
men, that he is never to be ſpoke of , without very worthy men- 
tion, and the higheſt Characters of Honour. Bur the Duke had 
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Anno 
15E6, | | 
LYN Divilion of the Army, made head anew: ſo thatit was neceſſary: 


New diſcon- ' ; ; 
rents berw'xt to the Duke his Brother, was no leſs buſie, with all the ill Offices 
the Dake & | 
HMounſirnr de 


no ſooner turn'd his back of Provence, and:taken back part of the 
Army with him, than the contrary Factions , encourag'd by this 


ro ſet another Army on foot to oppoſe them; 'the: care'.of whichi 
now wholly reſted upon /alette: nor didthere neediamore ative 
and experienc'd Caprain, His. principal Exploits were againſt the 
League, to whoſe {uccour the Duke of Savoy came in perſon , an 
ambitious Prince, and one that watching all opportunties of en- 


larging his own Dominion , bad fronv: the Leagues firſt taki 


Arms, joyn'd himſelf with the CounteſF/ of Saut , de Skills 
Vins, the ( ompte de-Carſes, and: other perſons of Quality of 'thas | 


- ſidez- neither bas he (what Treaties of Peace ſoever havebeen-con- 


' cluded with the League) everdclifted from his firſt deſign of keep- 


ing that Countrey by'force of \Arms. Buc la. / alette after having 
won from him the {o celebrated Battel of Yignon , did: fo uncet- 
ancly preſs upon him, and in ſeveral other encounters obtain'd 
ſo many advantages over him, that he forc'd him to retire beyond 
the Alpes, and to let Provence alone. - Neither did Dauphine elcape 
his diligence, for Leſdiguieres finding himſelf roo weak to, meet 
him ia che Fie'd, gave him opportunity to withdraw Geyſſens from 


. the (ittadel of Valence, which he held inthe name of the League, 


having been plac'd in that command by. the Duke of 'Mayerne,and 
tro-recover Gap into the King's Obedience. Sothat the two FaQi- 
ons, that.of the League, andthar of rhe Religion, being equally 
weakned by his Valour and Condudt;; he'then ſoceſtablifh'd 
thole two. Provinces.in theirduty,, that it was afterwards no hard 
matcex for himto continue them in that poſture of Obedience, 
until che death of, the King. 
Whilſt Monn/ieur de la Valette was employ'd about theſe: brave 
Services for the'Crown, - Monnfieur de Villeroy, a declar'd Enem 


he could contrive,. to ruine both their Credits with the King : 
W hich though che Duke had long obſerv'd, and as long forborn 
totakenotice of ; yet could he ar laſt no longer reſtrain himſelf 
from breaking outto a high, and publick Ruprure with him. Ir 
was at St, 4ignan that it happened, at the time the Army of Rei- 
ters were preparing to enter the Kingdom; and that the King 
was conlulcing of the means to hinder.their paſlage. I have al- 
xcady given an account of the Animoſities betwixt theſe rwo 
great Miniſters, and the Caules that produc'd them, which per- 
* haps I ſhould not ſo punctually have done, neither ſhould Inow 

doit, had not D*Aavilaan Authourof great Repure for the Hiſtory 

of thattime enlarg'd himſelf more than ordinary upon this Dit-' 
ference, 
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ference, as upon an accident very conliderable, and of. great im- 
rtance'to the general Aﬀairs that werethen in apitation. 


- The Duke then, and Yilleroy being upon theſe ill terms , the NN 


Kingac'the eſpecial inſtance of the Duke had aſſigned a ſumme of 
20600 Crowns only, for the entertainment of Mounſienr de la a- 
lecte's Army, a/proportion very inconfiderable for the great end 
tro which it was defign'd; bur very grear conſidering the neceſſi- 
ties the State was then in :. which mony Yilleroy (notwithſtand- 
ing his Majeſties Order) having diyerted to the Payment of the 
Gratid Provoſt, and his Archers, the Duke diſcover'd it to the 
King in open Council, complaining that a ſumme fo dilpropor- 
tionable to the utility of, his Brothers Services ſhould be diveited 


to another uſe. 'To-which Complaint /ileroy who was prelenc | 


reply'd aloud in his Majeſties Preſence , That what the Duke had 
ſaid, was not true, It is eaſteto judge, whether the Duke, who was 
then rais'd to the higheſt degree of Favour , were ſurpriz'd with 
ſorart, and ſo unexpected an Injury. Ihave heard him ſay, Thar 
in his whole life , he was never ſo ſenſibly offended ;. neverthe- 
leſs he had ſo much power over himſelf, as to forbear all kind of 
violence inthe Kings Preſence, ſo much as. from any excravagan- 
of words : neither made he other reply to: Mounſieur de 7ulle- 
; roy bur this, That the Preſence of the King which had encourag'd bim 
to give that Language, oblig d him tobe Silent : but that he- ſhould re- 
ent it. | 
; The King borh diſquieted, and diſpleas'd at this Quarrel, and 
willing to imerrupt them from proceeding further, wentimmedi- 
_ ately out of the Cloſer, expeRting the Duke ſhould follow him ;, 
but he ſtaying behind, and being now no longer aw'd by theRe- 
verence dueto his Majeſties Perion, fell very leverely upon Moun- 
fieur de Villeroy for the words paſt : ſome ſay he proceededto high 
threats, that he had his hand up to have ſtrook him, and: that he 
ave him ſome very unhandſome language ; though I never heard 
the Duke confels ſo much, in the many times he hasdiſcours'd of 
that buſineſs : But Mownfieur de Villeroy immediately went and 
complain'd to the King of the Duke's Threats, demanding Aflu- 


rance,and ProteRion from him; where receiving no very ſatisfatto- 


ry anſwer, he waited time, and opportunity, by working his own 
revenge to procure his own Safety, which happened not long af- 
rer, when weſhall ſee the Duke's Valour fruſtrate all his Enemies 
Deſigns. Bur let us inthe mean time return to the ocneral Buli- 

neſs. 
We have already obſerv'd, that from the firſt inſurreRion of the 
League, the King of Navarre not doubting, but char all their pre- 
Rarations 
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arations were chiefly intended againſt him , had earneſtly ſolict- 
ted all the Confederates of his Religion, notonly at home, butin 
Forcign Parts to his aid ; but when he underſtood), that , by ;the. 
mediationof the Queen Mother , the Treaty of Nemours, had 
been (ign'd by the King himſelf at St. Maur ; he, then foreſceing 
the ſtorm that was ready to break upon him, very well knew, that 
he ſhould infallibly be overwhelm'd ; without a ſpeedy ſuccour. 
He therefore again preſs'd his Allies immediately- to ſend their 
Forces, if they deſir'd to find him ina conditionto receive theef- 
feds of their Aſſiſtance, his Enemies ſo pafſionately precipitating 
his Ruine. The German Princes ſpurr'd on by this new Solicica- 
tion, and having yet been ancient Allies cothe Crown of France, 


-would, it ſhould ſeem, proceed with ſome ſhew of reſpe&, and. 


7 thereupon concluded amongſt themſelves tro ſend firſt an honour- 


able Embaſly to the King, beforethey would engage in ſo impor- 
tant a Quarrel. In this occurrence alt the Court expected ſome 
Civil Remonſtrance on the German Princes part ; bur they ſoon 


| found themſelves deceiv'd; for the Ambaſladours either preyail'd 


upon by their Confederates in France , or tranſported with. their 
own Zeal to Religion, and the paſſion they had for thole of that 
Party, having publickly reproach'd the King with his breach of 
Faith towards his Proteſtant Subjects, it evidently appear'd, that |, 
their deſign was notto mediate an Accommodation ; but to puſh 
things on tothe decifien of Arms, by giving the King a premedi- 
tared Aﬀront. I have heard the Duke ſay thar he was preſenc at the 
delivery of this Oration, .and that the King juſtly nertled at (o ſau- 
cy an Embaſly, after having in the heat, and apprehenſion of ſo 
greatan injury, ſpoken with greater eloquence, than ever till thar 


- time he had heard him do, he poſitively, and for a final anſwer, 


more try d by the means of the Queen his Mother , if poſſible ro 


rerurn'd the lye to whoever ſhould reproach him with the breach 


of his Faith. T he Ambaſladors diſmils'd after this manner, fail'd 


not at their return home, to exaſperate their ſeveral Princes to the 
laſt degree; who, being before reſolv'd upon a War, made ſpee- 
dy and great Leavies, and ſoon fer ſuch an Army cn foor, as they 
thought, joyn'dto that the King of Novarre had already of his 
dependants, ſhould be ableabſolutely ro ſubdue the Catholick 
Party in France. | | 
The King, as he very well forefaw what inconvenience the 
entry of ſuch a mulcirude of ſtrangers muſt of neceſſity bring 
upon his Kingdom, ſo did he by all imaginable ways try to pre- 
vent their coming : and ſceing thar nothing , bur ſatisfying 
the King of Navarre could pofhibly divert that miſchicf, he once 


win 
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win him to a timely accommodation. Which being by her under- 
taken, after many delayes, ſcruples, and jealouſies on both ſides, a 
Conference was at laſt concluded on at St. Brix, a private houſe 
ſeated upon the Banks -of (harente near (onack : bur this Con- 
ference nevertheleſs being able ro produce no good effe&, by reaſon 
of that invincible difficulty, the differerice of Religion, and the 
German Princes haſting away their Armies into France, hisMajeſty 
was forc'd to preparehimlelf to oppoſe them. A Reſolution that 
he effeted with iwodonder and ſo prudent a Condu&t , that 
their defeat ought co live for a perpetual Monument of this Princes 
Wifdom, no man elſc having any voice in that deliberation. It was 
he alone who by his own Wiſe Counſels rendred all the attempts 
of his Enemies fruitleſs ; ic was- he alone that overthrew them, 
and that having by his own prudent orders made them ſuffer thoſe 
incommodities that-unnerved them , and put them out of all de- 
fenſe, gave the Duke of Guiſe ari opportunity, to win a great deal 
of Honour, with little trouble, and danger, So great an advantage 
it is tolivein thepublick opinion. - 
The ng kiving employ'd all his care, and art to hinder the 
Reiters from entring into the Kingdom ,/ and all ro no purpoſe, 
and finding all Treaties, and all moderate wayes ineffeQual to 
divert the blow, that was intended againſt him, he ar laſt put on 
his wonted reſolution, and determined brayely to encounter that 
danger, he then plainly ſaw he could not with all his dexterity 
prevent. Having therefore in: this determination aflembled bis 
Council, to the end he might adviſe with his principal Miniſters, 
about an Aﬀair of this importanr conſequence; and having there 
laid open the bufinefs to them-,' he found their opinions very dif- 
ferent ; neither is it ſtrange that men of ſeveral judgments ſhould 
difſent in areſolution of this high nature: ſome adviſed him to 
advance with his Army out of! his own Confines , and there to 
expe&, and fight the Enemy : others were of a contrary opini- 
| on, neither did the one, nor the other want reaſons , or example 

to juſtifie their advice, Ar laſt the King himſelf deliver'd his own 
opinion, which was, To permit the Enemy quietly to enter the King- 
dom , but withal to make them paſs through ſo many difficulties , and 
to ſuffer ſo many neceſSities, that they ſhould be already as good, as over- 
come, before they ſhould come to fight. He remonſtrated to them , that 
to encounter them freſh, and intheir trim , as they came out of their 
on ( onntry, animated to War by the Intereſt ef Religion , and by the 
campaſſion of their Conſederates , were to expoſe things to a doubtful 
event. That the loſs of a Battel, in the flouriſhing condition thoſe of 


the Reformed Religion would be after ſuch a Vifkory , would "— 
rance, 
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Anno France, and the Catholick Religion. That be had a defire to preſerve 
1586, both the one, and the other, and to ruine bis Enemies more leiſurely : but 
WYNDYY Tithal more ſurely, and that there would nevertheleſs be Honour enough 
in the Viftory, provided it were abſolute, and entire. 
This being then the final Reſolution , his Majeſty gave order 

forthwith , that his Armies ſhould be all ready in Jul following, 

ro appear at Meaux , which he aſhgned for; the general Rendez- 
vous;and, beſides the preſent Forces that he intended to ſet on foor, 

* Arriere- he commanded that in every Province,the' Nobility; and ® Train- 
bane which Bands ſhould be ready to march ar the firſt Summons. He 
nation 1  diſpatch'd alſo ſeveral Commiſſions for new-Leavies , to theend, 
indro ben they might cither ſerve to fill up che old Troops , as they ſhould 
ſameching grow thin; or to ſtand for a reſervein caſe anything ſhould hap- 
wichour pen amiſs to the main Army.He'iſent Commiſlaries on purpoſe to 
YO beardown all the Ovens,and Mills that were in his Encmies way, 
from the Frontier, as far as the place he had appointed for his own 
Quarters, He caus'd all the Grain of the,Country to befetch'd in, 
| and ſtor'd up in the good Towns, with all Artificers, and Tradeſ- 

men of what condition ſoeyer. ' He caus'd all the defenſible Cities 
to be fortified with Men , Victuals, and Ammunition; and on 
the contrary, demoliſhed all ſuch places as were not tenable , nor 
 ableto withſtanda Siege. He commanded. all the Bridges to be 
| broken down, all the Fords to be ſpoil'd, and generally all things 

to be deſtroy'd, that might any way contribute to his. Enemies 
advantage, or lubliſtance; He turther ſent tothe Duke of Lorain, 
that it ſtood with his Intereſt, in' this occaſion, to do the ſame.in 
his Territories; and having thus diſpos'd all things, and the Duke 
of Eſpernon having highly applauded what he had done ; he. told 
the King with his wonted freedom ,, that there was one thing yet 
left undone , which, though it were /more in his Majeſties Power, - 

and Royal Diſpoſition; - 6 all the reſt , would neverthele(s be 

the hardeſtfor him to execute. The King commanded him to ex- 

plain himſelf, and to tell him what that thing was , promiſing 

withal to ſatishe him.in it 3. whereupon the Duke growing more 

ſerious, told him, That be humbly beſought his Majeity to command 

his Army in Perſon, and alone without a ( ompttitor that might diſpute 
with bim the Honour of 'a Viftory , that , by bis Prudent diſpoſition, of 

_ fairs, Was as good 4s certain to. him. Which the King ſolemnly 
promis'd him he would: but afterwards , according to. his cu- 

ſtom, giving too much ear to the Counſels of others , and not 

enough relying upon his own wiſdom, healter'd that reſolution, 

and dividing his Army into two, gave the better partto the Duke 
of Guiſe.and ſo depriy'd himſelf of the whole glory of that Action, 


ta 
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to beſtow. it upon, anather. The Duke of Guiſe expert, and va- Anno 

liant, as any Princeof his time, had thoſe Forces no ſooner com- 15$6; 

mittedto his charge,bur that he immediately march'd them away OY 

to the Frontiers of. (hampagne, to. oblerye the Enemies morion; 

andto oblige them by his lying {o near to march cloſe together 3 

which, conſidering the ſpoil that had before been made of the 

Country, was as great an inconvenience as they-could fuffer. The 

Duke of Joyeuſe had alſo an Employment againſt the King of 

| Navarre, to hold him in play in Gaienne, and to hinder him from 

joyning withthe Foreign Army, that cameto his afſiftance, Bur 

the Duke of Eſpernon was reſerv'd by his Majeſty to attend upon 

his own perfon ; as one in whom he repos'd anentire confidence, 

and asa man whole ſole 'and urmoſt aim, the King evidently 

ſaw, was equally dire&ed to his Majeſties Honour, and to the 

Kingdoms ſafety: To him the-King gave: the command of the 

Vantguard of his own Army ; in which Employment he fo be- 

bav'd himſelf, both with his Valour, his Advice, and his Expe- 

rience, that the very Hiſtorians of that time, though envious, as UH/meires 

the greater part of men.are, of the-greatneſs of Favourites, could © '* "**- 

not forbear notwithſtanding to attribute to him a very conlider- 

able ſhare in the ſucceſs of that memorable Defear. | 
And here give me leave without being blam'd for a digref- Anno 

ſion from my Subje&, and- that ugon the Duke of Eſpernen's 1587. 

' word, a man better read than any whoſoever in the bulineſs of 

thattime, to oppole his Teſtimony againſt a Scandal D' Avila 

has publiſh'd; not only tothe diſcredit of the Duke of Joyeuſe 

his Favour : but alſo to the infinite prejudice of his Honour, He 

ſays that the King, at the Duke's Aifniſſion to go tothe Army his 

Majeſty had given him in command , gave him this reproach. 

Che la ( orte lo teueuain concetto di poltrone, & chegli era bene ai levarſi 

queFto fregio dal viſo: which is to ſay, That the Court look'd upon 

him as a Poltron, and that he ſhould do well to wipe off that blemiſh. 

Towards the Dukes latter end, I read this Hiftory to him, which 

was then newly publiſh'd in France; and the Duke had very high- 

ly commended the Author,though in many particulars he had not 

ſpoken very favourably of him: above all he infinitely commen- 

ded the exact care he had taken to inform himſelf of the ſecret 

motives, by which the ſeveral intereſts of that time were carried 

on ; of which he does in truch for che moſt part render a very 

preciſe, and very often , a very true accompt: Bur when he 

heard theſe words, which eden highly injurious to the Duke 

of Foyeuſe, he could not forbear crying oat, {hat D' Avila was a 

 lyar, that he bimſelf was preſent when the Duke of Joyeuſe took bis 

I 


leave 
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Anna. leave of the King ; that bis Majeſty could never have had'ſo'yreat a 
1587: kindneſs for «man of hon be had once entertaind fo mean an opinion ; 
LYN. that on the contrary be efteem'd him to: be as valiant”, and as brave a 
We Gentleman, as any as m hy Kingdom : Andwhere- D* Avila -conti- 
nues tolay that he was become burthenſome'ts'the wow, that: 
ent 


the King could no longer bear it ; 'and that he therefore'ſent him 
upon this expedition puzpoſely ro be cut off 3- the Duke of E/- 
pernon bore witneſs, 1 hat be ſaw the King weep at the Dake of Joy- 
eule his departure, than which there could not bt a greater evidence of 
his tenderneſs and affeftion to bim. That "had the * King bad mind to 
have been rid of him, and'to have expos'd him to the King of Navaric's 
Forces, he-would never. bave-ſet him out with an Army , dimeft rwite as, 
itrong; 4%:that bt was:employ'd againſt, and madeup of as good Souldi- 


. vs as ay Tere in the Kingdom: ſothat if be loft the Batrel of Cou- 


tras, it was rather throngh the chance 6f War , or throng the Valour, 


and good fortune of the-King of Navarre, than by any default of his 


Army. And to anfwer yet further to what has been writ concern- 


ing his Favour, of which D*4ubizie only ſpeaks by hear-fay, ma- 


king ſtories, as it is his cuſtomarthe random of his own paſſion, 
and fancy : The Duke has told trie| that the King was indeed 
grown colder towards'the Dake of Foyeuſe, than he had formerly 
oblery'd him: bur that he only attributed that to the Alliance the 


Duke had contraſted withthe Houſe 6f Lorain; and that'it was 


only a diminution of Eavour, and never grew-toa diſgrace, 'and 


indeed, had his Majeſty conceiv'dia: politive averſion to him, 


would he have given fuch publick evidences of ſorrow for his 
Death as hedid ? would he have honour'd his dead Body with 
that exceſſive Pomp, and thoſe unuſual Obſequies ? which were 
ſuch as gaveall the Nobility occaſion ro murmur , having never 
before been allow'd to any, fave to the Princes of the Blood, and 
ro the Conſtables of France, excluſively to all other great men of 
the Kingdom. The Hiſtorians of that time have further diſ- 
cours'd of thejealouſte berwixt the two Favourites : to which I 
can an{wer on'the Duke of Eſpernon's behalf, tha I could never 
find by any thing I could ever gather from him, that he had been 
in the leaſt rouch'd with that paſſion; neither is it very likely,con- 
ſidering the advantage the Duke vitbly had in the Kings Opini- 


on, there could be any jealouſic on his part ; bur if there had for- 


 metly been any ſuch thing berwixt them (as it is hardly poſſible 


but there muſt have been ſome emulation berwixt two concur- 
rents in {o high a pretenſe as that of. a Kings Favour) the Death of 


_ the Duke of Joyerſe, anda long ſeries of time having worn out 


choſe. impreſſions, there now remain'd nothing more in the Duke 


of 
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of Eſpernai's'memory; than the remembrance of their near Re- Anno 
lation, -andformer Friendſhip. © | 1587. 
+. Sometime before the Duke of Foyeuſe his Death, the knot of 4 YV 
that Alliance had been broken by the death of Catherine de Noga- 

ret, and deila/alette-7the Duke of Eſpernon's Siſter 3 who having | 

at the:King's'motion;, and to the common fatisfation of both 

the Favourites been married to the (onnt de Bouchage | Ty | 


Brother tothe Duke of Foyenſe; after they had*for four or five 
years only liv'd together iia moſt perfe&t harmony, this Verty- 
aus Lady died, leavingione Daughter only behind her , namely 
(atberine de Joyeuſe, the fame , who having formerly been Dur- 
cheſs of :tontpenſter, is now Dutcheſs of Giſe,; a Princeſs of 
undiſpured Vercue, 'and ſuch as has ever ſhone <qually bright, 
dogg the proſperities, and affli ions that have divided her 
lifeThe Gqmpte de Bonthage, after having loſt his Wife, finding no- 
ching in the world cithet'to allure'him,” or to comfort him ,* re- 
ryr'd himſelf from it amongft the Father Capuichins ; where'he 
rook upon-him the Habit of that Order", and there continued 
fome years, under the name of Father Ange de Foyeuſe. 'Tis true, 
the Pope.having fince enjoyn'd his Superiours to perſwade him 
abroadagain; tothe end he might be-Head of the League in Lan- 

uedoc, that he obey'd his command': bur ir was to return after- 
wards into the ſame order again, - as ſoon as Aﬀairs would give 
him leaye, where he continued to his death, and died in greac 
opinion ef:/SanRity, 1 - + i 
-- Andince, upon occaſion, I have been drawn aſide to mention 
this Marriage our of its duc'order, iris reaſonablethat I now ſpeak 
of tharof the Duke, which happened at this time. "The Duke The _ 
therefore having been offer'd a match' with the Siſter-in-law of his (wt che 
King, and having been' eſteem'd- not unworthy to marry with Duke of 
the King of Navarre's Siſter, her Brother being ar that time'ims £77 
mediate Heir to the Crown: Ir is tobe preſum'd he might rea- guerite de 
ſonably pretend to the greateſt Fortune whatſoever in Fraxre but },"* -_ 
amonegſtthe many were propos'd to him , he preferr'd that with | 
Marguerite de Foix, and de Candelle, Daughter and Heir ro Henry 
de Foix, and de Candelle, and to Mary de Montmorency , before all 
the reſt. The Father, and Mother ofthis Lady djed both young, 
her Mother' of Sickneſs; and her Father at the Siege of Sommi- 
eres. Forthe Duke de Anville his Brother in law , having under- 
taken thar Siege, the Compre de (andelle rais'd two thouland men 
amongſt his Tenants in' Gaſcony to favour his Deſign, a very 
con{iderable ſupply in the weak condition the Duke de Anville's 
Army then was; where being come, and finding the breach al- 
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Anvigne. 
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Anno ready made, andthe aſſault ready to. be given , he intreated the: 


1587. 


Thows. 


Bem'c, 


Honour of the firſt Aſſault might be conferr'd upan his men, 
who hedelir'd might give immediate proob of their Valour. A 
faral requeſt, which baving been granted to him , his -men went 
on with very great courage to the aſſault ; 'where, being as reſo-. 
lucely receiv'd, chey were at laſt beaten back : bur the | (ompte de 
Candalle, nor being able to endure ſuch a repulſe, return'd to the 
Afaulc, and purring himſelf in his Double only at the head of 
his mea, he repell'd the Enemy, and wonthe top ofthe Breach ; 
when being now upon the pointto carry the Town, an unforru- 
nate Muſquet ſhot in his Throat laid him -dead upon the place. 
An accident, by whichthe Town, already as good as taken , was 
again loſt wich the life of the Conquerour,, By the death of this 
Compte, his Daughter being then but three years old , was left co 
the Tuition of Francis de Foix, and de (andalle Biſhop of Aire, 
her Uncle by the Father's fide , a Prelate who, having to:the dig- 
nity of his Birth, added a ſingular knowledge in the profoundeſt 
Sciences, , and chiefly in the Mathemaricks, had cherepurarion of 
one of the moſt excellent Men, not only of his own time, buc 


alſof all Antiquity; Yer did not his diligence in tudy , though 


he were immeaſurably addicedto it, hinder his due care of his 
Niecc, either as to the Education of her Perſon, or as tothe ma- 
nagement of her Fortune ; for he deliver'd ner over when very 
young, to the (onneftable de Montmorency her Aunt, a Lady of ſin- 
gular Vertue, who had carneſtly defir'd it, that, ſhe night brin 

her up, as one of her own Daughters; which ſhe accordingly 
did ; and under herexcellent Tuition this young Lady grew up 
to ſo greata perfeRion in all verruous Qualities, that ſhe won the 
general Applauſe, and was admir'd aboveall others of her Qua- 
liryin the Kingdom. To theſe eminent endowments of Mind 
ſhe had yet the advantage of her Birth, and the reputation of her 
Fortune : Forthe firſt I ſhall need tolay no more , than that ſhe 
was ally'd to almoſt all the Crowns w; Europe, andthat from her 
Family geſcended the Houſe of Navarre, that her Family had 


; obligd Hungary with a Queen, and France with a Gaſton de Foix, 


| witho:her Captains of ſo incomparable Valour, as took place 


of the moſteminent Leaders of their time. Their Eſtates had al- 
ſo been very great, and there yet remain'd in fair demeaſnes to the 
value of aboye fourlcore thouſand Livers annual Rent , though 
to ſay truth, the Aﬀeairs of that Family had of late years been 
ill managed, that there now remain'd - but a very ſmall partof 
that vaſt Revenue clear, and unincumbred with Debts. Her 
Eſtate therefore requird both a diſcreet manager to husband ir, 
and 
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and a man well furniſh'd wich money, to diſengage it, andto Anno 
reſtore it to that- Splendor, and wa Je , in which ic had for- 1587. 
merly been: Andif the Perſon of this Lady I ſpeak of , was not WWW 
endow'd with allchoſe Criticiſms of form the curious will have 
concurre-to the making up of a rare, and illuſtrious Beauty, ſhe 
had-yer ſo much,and thar ſer off with ſo graceful, and fo winning a , 
Faſhion, as oblig'd the Duke to become her Suitor, after which 

it was not long before the King concluded the Marriage. The 
Solemnity was held at Bois de Vincennes, the 7th. day of Auguſt, 

inthe Year 1587, the King being then going againſt the Reirers, 

who were already. entcr'd the Borders of France. It is not long 

ſince I ſaw the Articles of that Contract, with the Inventories 7 

the Dukes Eſtate, both Perſonal and Real, then taken in the pre- 

ſence of the Counteſs de Ryberac, and a Gentleman (ent for that 

purpoſe on the behalf of the Biſhop of Aire, and by his Letter of 
Attorney authoriz'd to manage that buſineſs. For the Biſhop, 

what hopes ſoever they could give him of the obtaining of a Car- 
dinals Hat, if he would come to Court, he could never be drawn 

from his Books, nor tempred to leave his Study : and his Ambi- 

tion lying another way , that is, rather to. ſearch into: the lolid 

Truth, than the vain Apparence of things , he found a greater 
contentment of mind in his retirement, and ſolitude, than in 

all che luſtre and buſtle of the Court. There were few Writers of 

| thattimethatdo not make mention of the Dukes great Riches, 

and of the Kings unlimited liberalities towards him , and yer 

upon this occafion there was only found in Land, Jewels, Plate, Tic D ike's 
and other Furniture, to the value of thirteen hundred thouſand po thy 
Crowns; whichif a man confider the difference berwixt this ricg:. 
Fortune, and thoſe of many others , that we have fince known, 
not only Favourites, bur alſo men of very mean beginnings, that 
have been rais'd to far greater Riches,in a much ſhorter time, than 
che Duke was a Fayourite, will appear no ſuch prodigious pro- 
portion. His Hoſtel at Paris was allo part of this Eſtate , which I 
have heard the Duke ſay, was then the beſt Houſe next to the 
Queen Mothers, now call'd / Hojtel de Soiſfens , and ſo lictle infe- 
riour even tothar, that after the Queens death he might have had 
ic, advancing 10000, Crowns, in exchange for his own. I have 
madethis obſervation that we may conſider to what a degree of 
State, and Beauty the StruEtures of theſe latter times are gor, 
when this Houſe, that was then the ſecond in Paris, has now- 
 ſcarceany name, amongſt the many StruEures that have been 
erected {ince, 


Men have fince been very liberal in their cenſure of the Duke's 
| Occonomy, 


F 


62 


[| The Hiflory of rhe:Life of Book II. 


=; 
| 
| 
: 
' 
=. 
j' $ 
| [ | 
: 1 
$:3 

bH 5 

* == 
i. MW 
. ny 

: . 
| 
4 
| £ 
37 - 

5 " 


Anno Oeconomy, and which many unjuſt to his' Honour, and not ve- . 
1587. ry kind to him, have blemiſh'd with the' Tiatne of Avaricet' I 
LY cannot deny but that the Oeconomy 'of his Houſe was grear;/nei- 
| therdo Hee why that ſhould not have its due Honour arnongft 


his other Vertues ; be being in this 'as much a"Steward forthe 
publick] as for his own private Incereſts : for who'does notknow 
that the Profuſions of Princes , and-the Prodigalities of 'Bavdu- 
rites, arc everto be repair'd by the Oppreſſion of the People? He 
was a good Husband 'tis true, butthis good Husbandry, farfrom 
the meanneſs of Avarice, ſerv'd only to maintain his greatneſs, 
and to enable him the berrer to ſupport the luſtre! of his Expenſe 
without being chargeableto the King: It has ever been ſuch; "that 
from his firft riſe to Favour, duringthe whole courſe of his /life, 


To man ever maintain'd a nobler Table ar Court © a better Stable 


of Horſes, a more numerous train of Attendants , and thoſe 
men of Quality, and good Faſhion,” more ſtately Furniture, nor a 

teater number of inriour Servants than the Duke did. His ex- 

enſc in Building infinitely exceeded all others of his condition, 
andall this withoutthe- leaſt abatement in his ordinary way of 
living, ' without any viſible incommodity in his Aﬀairs, orwith- 
out ever importuning the King his'Maſter ; which can only be 
attributed to his Oeconomy, and the prudent government of his 
Afairs, many other great Perſons ; of far greater Eſtates than he, 
having never been able to 'do ſuch things , as he did with great 
eaſe, withoutapparent inconvenience, and'grear diſorder.”  :: 
- The King, willing upon this occaſion of the: Dukes Marriage 
ro continue his Liberalities, made him rhen. a gift of four:hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns: but the Duke had never other advantage 


| by it, than the bare teſtimony of his Maſters good Inclinavions 


rowards him : For the Treaſury being either wholly exhauſted, or 
containing no more than was neceſſary todefray the immediate 
War,the money could no ways have been rais'd,bur by a new Tax 
upon the People, which would have bred new Diſcontents 3 and 
though his Majeſty notwithſtanding defir'd ſuch an Impoſition 


- might be laid ; the Duke a truer Seryant to his Maſters Intereſts, 


than aFriend to his own, would never conſent, but obſtinately 


| oppos'd it. The Papers are yer tbe ſeen amongſt thoſe thar 


werefound at his Death, for an eternal monument of this good 

Maſters AﬀeQion, and for a teſtimony of the ſmall accompr the 

Servant made of a Benefit , that muſt be- exacted with the-cla- 

mours of the People , and chat was likely co pull down a popular 
Odium upon his BenefaRor, | ©1349 

Amongſt the preparations that were made for the Duke's 

; Marr1- 
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Marriage, 'the King was ſtill intent upon higbuſingls, not onit- Ano 
ting any due care that might fit, his Army: to -receive. the iſtran- 158; 
gers ;- who were ow upon their:March , under the command of 
the Baron de: Dona, and were already advanc'd'to the Frontiers of 
Lorain::: There it was that the Germans firſt: beganto be ſenſible The Reicers 
of thoſe inconveniences his Majeſfties prudent Conduct. ha _<<baygy 
ftrew'd in-their way, - which {till as they. /adyanc'd, further * 
into France, where they promis'd to themlelyes ggreat abundance 
of allthings (uponthe falſe hopes wherewith their Leaders were 
prepoſſeſt;: that the whole Conrr favour'd the King of, Navarre, 
and thatthey had.only the Duke of Gviſe tro wreſtle with ).they 
found more, and more.to encrealſe upon them, all chiags re- 
. mov'd out of theiryway that ſhould any ways contribute, to the 
ſupportof fo great aBody. And-then it was that they plainly 
ſaw the vanity of thoſe aicry promiſes that had been made them 
they found themſelves in a tew days oppreſt with hunger , thirſt, 
and ({icknels, their Arms with rutt diſmounted, and ulelels, their 
Horles unſhod, and themſclves expos'd to all the other milerics, 
with which great Armies in long Marches, and in ar Enemies 
Countrey are uſually aflited: By which misfortunes; their eyes 
being opened, they, began to fear, and to foreſee thoſe, that in a 
ſhorr time fell upon them: but amongſt all thoſe difficultics, 
that which troubled them the moſt, was their encounter. with 
the Duke of Hſpernon; who, whilſt they were trying: to find a 
paſs over the River-Lojre , having. continually coalted them, and 
attended their morion with eight hundred light Horſe, and five 
hundred Harquebufles on Horſeback, and having by his a&ivi- 
ty; and vigilancy found an opportunity to beat up a- Quarter of The Dule 
twelve: hundred Light Horſe , and to rake the Cornets from QgeP - 
them, they plainly law by that action what they were likely to che German 
expect ; for they had been made to believe that the Duke was */orle. 
won over tothe King of Navarre's Party, a{launder (which, ha- 
ving been firſt ſpread abroad by the League) thole of the Refor- 
med Religion made good ule of, ro encourage the ftrangers to en- De: 21/- 
rer the Kingdom : bur they, having receiv'd ſo ſmart a proof of ' 7g 
the contrary, were now undeceiv'd : and the-more clearly they 
were convinc'd of their error, thermore did their fears encreale ; 
which begetting ar firſt private mutterings,, and growing on to 
publick murmurs, proceeded ar laſt to an open Mutiny. 

' The Duke, well enform'd'of this diſorder in the Enemies 
Cimp, began with'great dexterity to manage their diſcontents co 
the King's advantage; hetreared therefore tor an accommodati- 


on, both wich the Reiters, and che Swiſle : the latter of ws 
made 
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made ap'a corifiderable part of that Army , all cheir Infantry al- 
moſt being rais'donr of the S wiſſe Cantons ; preſſing nevertheleſs 
with'his flying Army the Rearof- the one , or the other ;//at the 
ſametimethar he ditturb'd their March, and their Quarters wich 


' his Armies entertaining them with overtures of Agreement, puc- 


ting thenvat once in fear of the King's Force, and in hopesot his 
clemency-: by which differeat ways of Pe_ ro one and the 
fame-end;the two Nations, equally perplex'd, at laſt hearknedto. 
an Accommodation: which notwithſtanding was concluded on- 
ly with the Swiſſe- at that time, and with them the Articles were 
agreed upon, and Sign'd underthe King's good Pleaſure, the 18. 
of November 1587, Which being afterwards ratified by his Ma- 


 jeſty,” they immediately retir'd into their Confines. 


The Rejtets 
COme fro 
Compoſiti- 
on, ang re- 
tire. 


This great body thus ſeparated from the Reiters , the remain- 
ing Army was in fach perplexicy, that there was now nothing, 
bur diſorder, and confuſion amongſt them ; fo that their courages 
being abated, by the extreme neceſſities they ſuffer'd by their be- 
in Rendogcd by their Confederates , who made up the beſt part 
of their Army, and by the fear of worle michiefs to come, they 
now thought of nothing more, than of retiring from the extreme 
dangerthey ſaw themſelves envellop'd in : and then it was that 


they hearkened in good earneſt to the Propofitions which were 


then offer'dto them afreſh by the Duke , rhough much» harder 
than the former, neither could all the Intreaties, or Authotity of 
their Leaders, as well French, as thoſe of their own Nation, pre- 
vail any thing, or difiwade them from concluding acompokiion, 
and from retiring artlaſt into their own Country. The Articles 
with them were Sign'd the eighth day of December , in the ſame 
year by the ſame Duke : by which ir appears, thar his courage, vi- 
gilancy, and Wiſdom contributed not a little to the diverſion of 
this dangerous ſtorm, and to the preſervation of the Kingdom 


'from ſo powerful an invaſion, asthat of an Army conſifting of 
forty thouſand fighting men. Yer is it not to be denyed bur thar 


the Duke of Guiſe did alſo very brave lervice in this occaſion; he 
defeated great numbers of them both ar: Yilmory, and-at Aulnear : 
bur in the condition they then were, ruin'd, and diſarm'd by the 
King's forecaſt, beaten, and Diſuniced by the Duke of Efpernon's 
Skirmiſhing, and Practices,it infinitely much facilitated the Duke 
of Guiſe his Viories, to have an Enerny reduc'd to ſuch ſtreights 
before he came to engage them. 

But it the War was carried on with good ſuccels to the King in 
the forementioned engagements, things ſucceeded much other- 
wiſe on his Majefties part with the King of Navarre : for the 

Duke 
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Duke,of .. Zoyex/e having precipirated the- Bartel of (otras, the - Anno 
advantage:of :his Forces baving blinded himeven to a Contempe 1387, 
of the:Enemy (an ordinary prelage of Ruine to whoever is too 38,08 
ſecure of his Fortune) ihe there loſt the Barrel) with his Life"'the h« Ba-ret 
rwentiech of 0&oþer, in the ſame year ; rogethef with as conſider- of contre 
| ables gamber of Nobilicy, and-Gentry, as have almoſt fallen in _ 
one day. in any one Bartel im Arance, vi  FOYLu 
. . Somtthave believy'dthat the: King" was neirher ſo muack' diſ- 

plrasdat;the loſs of this Barcel;;/nor conceiv'd himſelF fo much 
prejudic'dþy ir, as heimagin'd kimſelf edips'd by che' Viftory 
he ſoonaker obtain'dover the Strangers ;' a deplorable effeR of 
this Princes misfortune', who could neither be aflited'with his 
loſſes, nor yet abſolutely farisficd-with his ſucceſs. We have al- 
ready told you theReafons the King had not to' deſire the King 
of -Navarre's Ruine; ſothar he :enjoyed in/part his own defire 
in the loſs of this Barrel, which-made for theſupporr of the King 
of Navarre, and his Party; by whoſe affiſtance he thought with 
leſs difficulty to mate the ambitious Deſigns of the League:Where- 
as the Vidtory obtain'dover the Reicers , only ſerv'd to augment 
the Duke of Guife's Glory, who was his real , and capital Ene- 
. my. Hence therefore proceeded his diſquier, and affliton ; and 
this was it that turn'd even the proſperous ſucceſſes of his Arms 
to his vexation, and trouble, | 

His Majeſty fearing left the Duke of Guiſe puft up with the 

vanity of the popular eſteem, and the opinion of' his own me- 
rit, ſhould take upon him the aſſurance to ask ſome of the Ofh- 
ces, which were vacant by the Duke of Foyeuſe his Deceale, con- 
ferr'd them all immediately upon the Duke of Eſpernon , who 
wasin-one day made Admiral of France, Governour 'of Noy- The Duke 
mandy, Caen, and Havre de Grace: and the diſpatches were deli- IE 
yer'd to himat Geygean, the ſeventh of November, 1587. the Death wich all the 


of the Duke of Fozeuſe hapning bur in the end of Ofober the Qi nn: 
ſame year, $12. | Death of 
Neither was this the only advantage the Duke reap'd from the Ig of 


ill ſucceſs of this Battel ; for his Couſin Bellegarde, Governour of 
Xaintonge, Angoumois, and the Country, of Aulnis., having there 4s alſo 
receiv'd 2 mortal Wound, and dying|ſoon after , the Duke had ; he 
alſo the Governments vacant by his deceaſe conferr'd upon him : kills ar char 
which, as-we ſhall hereafter ſee, at his departure from Court af. ***' 
forded him the benefit of a ſecure, and honovrable Retrear, 

Although the Vi&ories obtain'd from the German Army were 
very great, and of | greatrmoment ; yet were nor the Deſigns of 
the Enemy utterly ruin'd by the Defeat , and Diffipation ofchoſe 

| | [7 Forces 
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Forces beyond the Laire. For the HugonorParcy,. who were infii 
nitely ſolicitous to, adde-all the! vigour and-encouragertignt: they 
poſbbly, could co theis cauſe, were principallycareful&re-idforce 
Mounfieur Leſdiguieres, who was' ctictually-a' very, brave Com- 
mander, and -oge of the: main pillars of their Baion/?Thets 
had been'therefare four rhouſand-:Swifſe drawn out of the maits. 
Body of the German Army, .andfent away into Dauphiiid:to'al- 
ſit him there, arid co make him{able cirher to oppoſe: Mounfieur 
de la/alttte, or (if Fortuneſa favour'dtheir Arms) abſolutely to 
drive: him out'of that Province; a Forcegliket enagghtocutoin's - 
greacaeal of work in thoſe parts :- BurlaPllette's Fortune bring 
here conſtant to his; Yalous;: chew ke 18 aw ys rugs tro 
him ,an opportunity; wheteirvco:fhare! with the! Duke ohis. Bios 


 therthe Honourthat wasto 'becatquir'd inthe Defear of that Fo- 


CAlenniionr 
de laV alctte 
Detez's 
part Ol the 
Fore 'pn 
Armyv. 
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. pbonſo Corſo. 


Anno © 
1588. 


rcign Enemy : For oppoſing thar great Body. with onlyrwochou- 
ſand Foot, andthree;hundred:Horlſe, .he.curthem all off in-their 
paſſage over the River Lizere, | Monſieur de* Thou ſays that there 
were not fifty Priſoners remaining; ſo.that this may be reckon- 
ed amongſt the other great loſſes that Nation ſuſtain'd in this Ex- 
pedition, Andthat which makes ityer moreremarkable,is,that 
Leſdiguieres, and ( hatilton being advanc'd on the crher: fide of the 
River with. three thouſand Foot, and fix hundred Horſe to favour 
their paſſage, were beaten back , and canſtrain'd to':look' on; 
whilſttheir Confederates were/al icut in pieces before tlieir eyes, 
without being able to.give themheleaft afhiftance. By'this hand- 
ſome ation lo happily perform'd, the hopes thoſe of the:Reli- 
£100 had conceiv d, of reaping any: ſignal:advanrape #rom their 
Victory atthe Barrel of - Coutras, and by uniting with the Foreign 
Army, were utterly fruſtrated. Neither can Lforbear in this place 
to give Colonel ® Aphonſo, afterward Mareſchal.d&'Ornano, his due 
ſharcof honour, who fought it with ſingular Valour;- bur till 
under Mounſieur de la V alette's Conduet,: and by. his ditetions ; 
with whom no man can diſpute the abſolute honour of that no- 
table Defear, | | $7155 
After ſo many brave exploits atchiev'd by the King for the de- 
fenſe of his Kingdom, and after ſo confiderable ſervices perform'd 
by the Duke ot Eſpernon, and by la Yalette this Brother , for. the 
publick ſafery; who would have imagin'd -but that his Majeſty 
ſhould have been welcom'd home with a thouſand: bleflings of 
his people, and that ſo goed Subjefs ſhould: have received the 
praiſes due to their Fidelity, and: Yalour ?: Neverthele(s/all thele 
Victories, with the care, induſtry , and hazards. thar-produc'd 
them, wrought a quite contrary cttect,chrough the blind affe&tion' 
| the 
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the giddy mulcicude had violently plac'd upon the Duke of Guiſe. 


There was now go other diſcourſe at Paris but of him; the Pul- 


pits, Courts, and Publick Aſſemblies rung with his Namie : it is 
ro him only that they owe their Lives, and Liberties, and 'ris on- 
ly his; preſence they deſire. The King's own Perlon, and thoſe of 
his moſt tairhful Servants, are become odious to the - Pariſians. 
They talk high of transferring the Regal Dignity co the Duke of 
Guiſe. They. ſcatter up and down Princed Libels, whierein from 
railing againſt the King, proceeding onto the King of Navarre, 
they would have him declar'd incapable of ſucceffion to the 
Crown, to the end there might remain no-title to diſpute the 
Dukeof Guiſe's Poſſeſſion. Nay to ſuch a contempt of his Per- 


Anno 
. 1588. 
NWNJ 


ſon and Royal Dignity they-were grown at laſt, thar theſe dil- | 


courſes were frequent, and loud in the Kings own Family ; his 
moſt oblig'd Servants not daring almoſt to reply; renouncing 
by that poor and unmanly toleration, their own intereſt , whilſt 
they abandoned that of their Sovereign and Benefaor. Neither 
was there any, ſave only the Duke of Eſpernon, a man that ſlight- 
ed his own danger, and deſpis'd the malice of all mankind, 


when his Maſters Honour lay in the Ballance , who generouſly - 


expos'd himſelf upon all occaſions, tothe publick violence, thar 
he might preſerve the integrity of his Duty. Of which to give 
you an inſtance, ithapned oneday, in a great deal of company, 
thatche Archbiſhop of Lions, a Prelate-of a ready Wit, and 
great Elocution, bur paſſionately zealous for the League, openly 
maintain'd, That the Pope had Power to abſolve. Subjefts from their 
Allegiance to their lawful Prince : To which the Duke highly of- 
fended, as he had reaſon to. be at ſo. dangerous an Argument, 
made anſwer beforethem all, That it would be''45 hard to perſwade 
him to that, as to make him believe that the Pope-tonld grant a Diſpenſas 
tion to a Prelate to lie with his own Sifter * Now you muſt know it 
was generally believ'd at Courr., thatthis Prelate was too fami- 
liar with a perſon related to him inthat degree 3 and as- injuries 
make the deeper impreſſion, by hew much/nearer they approach 
to truth :- this ſo touch'd him to the quick, that he from thence- 
forward concciv'd againſt the Duke a mortal; and implacable ha- 
tred. Neither was he long in finding out &' way openly to expreſs 
it , for his Arms bcing his Tongue, andhis Pen (reputed one of 
che moſteloquent of his time) he employ'd them-both' with all 
the rancour imaginable, to blemiſh the Duke's Honour; he ſer 
upon him with” a-thouland .injurious Writings; nor didhe fail, 
4% much as in him lay, to ſtir! up a popular Fury againſt his 
Lite. -.;. | G61 } LLEE 3, 330 
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Jniio | Neither did the Duke of Guiſe labour his overthrow with leſs 
1588. |vchemency. 09 his part, than the Biſhop did on his : and as he 
WYD- [knew the Duke 5 latereſt to be very great, and his ſpirit inflexible, 
and hardly to be reconcil'd ; ſo was he not comtent toendeavour 
his ruine onLIGneT: and underband , buropenly declar'd himiſelC 
the Author of what hedid, the berter to effet his deſire. And ſee 
the means he perſu'd to work bis purpoſe. : .. | 


Aﬀeerche Reiters were driven out of the Kingdom , the Duke 
| of Guiſe, accompanied with the principal Heads of his Party, re- 
| tir dra Nong, wheie leeing the great Forces he had about him, 
| and promiſing cohimclt wonders from the precipicous affe&ion 
of the People, he relolv'd to prepare ſome Articles, which ſhould 
be preſented to the Kingin the Nameof the League : Wherein, 
as he conceiv d himſelf in a condition to carry by a high hand, 
whatſoever he ſhould propoſe , he principally inſiſted upon the 
Duke,of Efperxon's remoyal trom Court ; pretending hinfeo be 
agreatabertor of the Herericks, che berterto colour the perſecu- 
| tion he iatended againſthim ; interpreting after this ſort the af- 
fetion the Duke had for the King of Navarre , and for all the 
| Royal Family, though grounded upon principles fardiſtant from 

beingany. ways intereſted .in that Princes Religion, as his ations 
eyer had, andihendid moſt clearly demonſtrate. + Si 

But as.it was very unlikely that the King to ſatisfie his Enemies, 

ſhould conſent to the diſgrace of his beloyed Favourite ; the 
Leaguers of Paris,$0 impoſe upon him a neceſſity of accompliſh- 
ing the deſires of their Party , conſpir'd thencetorward to ſeize 
upon the perſon of. the King, 'that {0 they+ might remove all fu- 
| rure difficulties that might lie in the way otcheir Deſigns : neither 

did they fail much of-1executing that accurſed- Reſolution. -The 
Council of ſixteen was at that tymefirſt ſer up -in Paris ; neither 

. is any ignorant what chat Council was, how impudent their Pro- 
ceedings, and how great their Authority with the People, even in 

D'Avils. thevery, face of the King himlelt. In-this Council it was one day 
agreed upon to ſeize upon the King as he came from hunting from 
the Bows de Vincennes ; and it bad accordingly been executed, had 

not the King (4dverriz'd of cheir purpoſe) doubled: his Guards at - 

A Confpi- his retrn.. That Plat therefore failing , there: were divers other 
on Ambuſcado's laid for him-during:the Carnival , that -ofteri pur 
the Kings him in great dangerof, beiog.made a Prifoner'to-his own Sub- 
Perion-  jets;| which being all happily evaded, by theitimely informati- 
 onot one Nicholas Poulin, a Licutenant in-the: Provoſty' of rhe 

Hleof , France, who was privy: to all theſe Cabals': Mariy of the 

| Court, (who (as it is belicy'd) tavour'd the Deſigas of the League) 

ri | endea- 
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endeavour'd to render Poulin's Intelligence ſuſpeRed., that the Ano 
King diſcredicing his report, might at one time or another fallin» 1588. 
to his Enemies ſnare : But the Duke of Eſpernon 4in an occaſion YH 
_ of thisconlequence, making no difficulty of hazarding his own 

life, coſearch out the depth of chele practices, franckly expog'd 
himſelf to infinice danger , that ſo hemight diſcover the certainty 
of ſo ne , and ſo important atruth. Being therefore adver- 
tis'd bythe ſame Pogin, that the lixtcen had concluded an Aſaſſi- 
nate upon him himſelf arthe Fair of St, Germains , whither che 
Duke uſually repair'd co divert himlelf , with: the catertainments Ds journs! 
of the ſeaſon ; he reloly'd co run the hazard, and accordingly 7 ey 
went: The Plot was to have becn exccutcd by the Scholars , un- 
der whoſe name the Inhabitants of the Suburbs-of St. Germains 
were order'd toflip in to fortife the attempt, all which being 
diſcover'd to the Duke, it wascertainly a dangerous, and almolt 
deſperate adventure, he thruſt himſelf into; and which muſt 
proceed from an unparallel'd affeGion, and a vertuous care he had 
of his Princes ſafety, to run ſo great a hazard ia fo criccal atime, 
when even the Courtit felt was corrupted in the Conſpirators 
favour. Andthe Duke might exculably enough have {27 roar 
going to.a place where the danger was immediately dire&ted 
againſt his own perſon, and might have made the experiment,and 
have penetrate&into the bottom of this Conſpiracy, by another, 
without endangering his own life : and doubtleſs he had done 1o, 
had he had only his own Intereſtro conſider inthe caſe; bur then 
things would afterwards have been left doubtful , and the King's 
life had been ſtill expos'd in the uncercainry of the truth of thoſe 
cautions had been given him; which the Duke reſoly 'd+by all 
 wayes imaginable to pur out of future danger. He weae therefore 
to the place where he knew himſelf to be threatned with death ; 
but that could not affright him, provided he mighe ſecure the life 
of his Maſter ; and being thither come , found the inceHigence 
had been given bim, to be punctually true : neither did they fail 
much of effecting their deſign ; for a ſort. of young people being 
gather'd about him, began tro murmur , and from-murmuring 
grew lowder into clamours, making ſhew atlaſt, as itthey would 

rocced to execute what they threatned : whereat the Duke not 
trighted with their noiſe, put himſelf into @ poſture to rehilt the 
violence intended againſt him ; by which relolxe carriage, having 
with as much courage, as good fortune, difingag'd nimdl,he lei- 
ſurely retyr'd towards the Louvre, noc a man daring to attempt , 
any thing upon him, 'as if even his Encmics had been ſtruck with 


a kind of reverence due to ſo brave,and fo honourable an A_ 
h Alter 
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Aker there was no further doubt to be made , butthat Poulin's 


1588. intelligence was true; and by how much the King's danger fill 
YN encreas'd, by ſomuch the greater was the Duke of Eſpernon's dili- 


gence, zeal, and ardour for the ſecurity of his Majeſties Perſon : ſo 
that there paſſed not a night, wherein ſometimes with two, ſome- 
times with three, or four Companies of the Regiment of Guards, 
he walk'd notthe Round into the moſt ſeditious Quarters of the 
City: and if at any time he had notice of any extraordinary A(- 
ſembly, thither it was that he immediately repair'd with aftronger 
Party ; nor did he ever go to reſt, till he had firſt ſerrled all things 
quiet, and had carefully provided for his Maſters ſafery. So thar 
it is nottobe belicy'd how many of the Enemies Conſpiracics 
againſt the King's Perſon, were countermiin'd, and fruſtrated, by 
his vigilancy and diligence. The ſixteen ſecing their Deſigns thus 
travers'd, and fearing to be prevented (for they now no longer 
doubted bur that their Treaſons were diſcover'd) diſpatch'd away 
in all haſte tothe Duke of Guiſe , prefling him by all means, ro 
make what ſpeed he could to Paris; hoping by his arrival in the 


| firſtplace to be ſheltred from the King's Juſtice, and inthe nexc 


to reap the fruits of their inordinate deſires, Neither was the Duke 
long deliberating upon this Journey; the time as he conceiv'd, 
being as favoura le as he couldpoſhbly wiſh, for himto raiſe his 
Fortune to that prodigious height, to which his ambition had al- 
ready defign'd it: For the danger of the Foreign Army being al- 
ready blown.over, and the King of Navarre {o depreſs'd fince, 
that it was almoſt impoſſible for him ever to riſe again,he thoughr 
he could never meet with ſo happy an occaſion, and conſequently 
prepar'd himſelt without further delay for bis Journey. Of which 
reſolution the King being advertis'd, and knowing that he was 
now on his way, and alrcady advanc'd as far as Soiſſons , he diſ- 
patch'd away the Sieur de Bellieure ro meet him, and to forbid him . 
from coming to Paris; a command that added ſpurs to his delire, 
which uſually in great ſpirits grows moſt violent, where it meets 
with moſt difficulty , and is moſt cager when moſt forbidden, 
But by this mefſagethe Duke preſently imagining that his Deſigns 
were diſcover'd, -and doubting that it he did longer defer'to drive 
them on totheir intended end, he was in dangerto be prevented, 
and toſce himſelf involy'd inthe diſaſter, thar commonly attends 
men who deliberate too long upon the execution of great Enter- 
prizes, he made allthe haſte he poſſibly could ; and turning aſide 


 fromtheordinary Road, for fear of mecting another command, 


image of that greatneſs ro which he aſpir'd) he was reſolute nar 
ro 


which among (his Ambirion till preſenting to-him the 
$ 
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ro obey 31 /hecamer laſt with extraordinary diligence-to Paris,, Anno 
ſurprizang all mew with his ſudden and unexpeRed arrival; - / © 1588; 
- Atthistime (which made ftill-becter : fot the Duke:of Guiſe) Yo 
che Dake of Efpernon was gone to take poſleſſion of his Govern« 
ment of Normandy ::\wherehehad been receiv'd with yreat acclas 
marions of..che people borh ar Royer; (aen; and che other princi- 
pal Cities of that Province 5:10;; that all. places: there! continued 
quiet; and-firm in'the'King's Obedience,; Havrede Grace only ex- 
cepted,:which alone ftood ouctobthe League: 1 1 2 
.*' Bur before the Duke's depaiture into. Normandy;: the King: ha- 
ving (as'it was hiscuftom)) taken him one day in.bis company 
ro Frefnezhis Majelty there in a private Conference diſcoverid--to 
himrthetcouble, and diſquict the: Duke of: Guiſe's Reſolution of . 
comingrs Parizchad-pur him inco, with the: danger., ro, which 
his drrival (the abſolute power 'the Duke had wich the People 
duly:confider'd) would expoſe both his Perſon; and Atfairs3 and 
there his'mind equally potſeſt with foreſight, and jealouſic, ma-+ 
king/him penerrateinto the eyents of things; as'if they-had been 

reſcnt belbes him, hepropheſied to the Duke almoſt all che mis- 
fortunes thar befel him-in a few days after.” Whereuponithe Duke 
freely cold him that he rn only one way to avoid thoſe miſchiels 
his Majeſty foreſaw, and that was to cauſe the Duke's Head to 
be ſtraok off, cveninthe Lowvre it ſelt , ſhould he be ſo impudeant 
as to-come to Paris contrary 'to his Majeſties expreſs command ; 
an advice which he fortified with ſo many reaſons, that the King 
bound himſelf with an Oath-to doit ; though when it came to 
the teſt; bis reſolution appear'd-no more conſtant inthis than it 
haddonebefore-in other occaſions, as we ſhall preſently ec. R 

Burt if things were thus determin'd on the King's'patrt., the 

Duke of Gu/e was noleſs diligenton his, and had omitted no- 
thing that mightany way conduce to the. effecting of his De- 
ſigns : and that he might nor, at his coming to Part, lie at the 
mercy-of his Enemies, he had ſecretly , and by ſeveral ways (ent 
thither divers of his beſt Commanders beforehand, with order to 
prepare all thoſe of his FaCtion in readineſs to appear in Arms up- 
on the farſt occafon-: and having thus provided for his ſafety, 
came himſelf ro the City the ninth of May, in the year 1588. and 
attendedonly wich * twelve, or fifteen Gentlemen , m__ at * D' Avila 


Ad 


; ES wg bur ſe- 
the Queen Mothers Lodgings ; who though: infinitely ſurpriz'd 1%. = aps 


at his coming, went immediately along with him to the King : by »+- lays 
whom he was receiv'd (notwithſtanding that his Majeſty had ©8"* 
beenbefore diflwaded from his firſt reſolution) with fo great a dil- 


order in his countenance, as plainly denorcd the contrary palli- 
Is ons, 
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Anno ons, that were then ftrugling in his mind. - Which the Queen 
1588. Mothet perceiving, and knowing what decezrainacion hoKing: 


WY hadpuromagain 


-  rancour. 


him; -the-exetution: df:whichſheiperhaps 
thought neither ſafe, norcafic/ | or perhaps willing to preſerveithe 
| Duke,:fhe took the King afide, and wrought fo cffectually with 
him: thar'fheabſoJutely. chang'd his mind (which was:chen war: 
vering; and-irrelolute) from his prerpedicated purpoſe, Yecicould 
ſhe por-ſoqualific and appeaſe bird, butthab he gaveithe Duke 
of Guiſe very manifcſ:tokens'of. the higheſt Indignation >5bur 
after.a few words, and thoſe exceedingly bittef on the Kings part, | 
the Duke retyr'd ro his own houſe; where the: more; than) ever 
continued his ambirious/Deſigns ; and ſeditions: PratticessFor 
' his vaſt Coutage, the excels of had'rais'd him abavterthe 
condition, and debauch'd him from the obedience of a-Subject, 
would (as it is believ'd) now perfe&the work 'had been,forlong 
before contriv'd; and flrike home to the main-Defign. Allwhich 
though'the King very: well knew; and though he endeavoir'd all 
he couldro prevent him, and todeprive himiof:thoſe- means b 
which he was molt likely to effte&t his yore ; yet. thoſe-his-Ma- 
jeſty employ'd, proving.too weak to divert ſogreat amiſchich by 
their vain-oppolitions, only made the Torrent ro ſwell higher, 
which ſoon after overflow'd the Banks with, greater violence. - 
All the world has heard of the Barricades of | Paris, n day Of all 
others the moſt infamous to the Freach Name, and tothe inviolate 
reſpect that Nation has\ever bortito their : natural Princes; that 
ever hapned-fince rhe firſt foundation of thar:Monarchy. i Of 
which, to write the [particulars ;:were to deviate impertinently 
from my Subje&t : Ir ſhall therefore be ſufficient- ro ſay, thatthe 
Duke of '/Epernon was nor at Paris, when this diſorder fell; bur 


they there found his richeſt furnicure, upon which the harred,and 
avarice of the people wreak'd their urmoſtſpleen ; andextremeſt 
This ſtorm of popular fury having contintedrhe ſpace of three 
days without intermiſſion, or abaternenr, andthe King, afrer the 
diſarming of his Guards, and ſome other Forces he had. then ia 
Paris, having now no means left to defend his Perſon, which be 
ſaw in danger every moment to fall into his Enemies hands ; the 
multitude preparing on every fideto beſfetthe Louyre , he made a 
vertue of neceflity : and to evade the danger thattill encreas'd up- 
on him, - walking out atthe back Gate of the Tuilleries;, che. pre- 
ſencly took Horſe in the Garden near to the-Stables, and,atrended 
only by ſixteen Gentlemen , retir'd with all poſſible diligence to 


(bartres. | 
The 
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The Duke of Efpernon was no-ſooner advertiz'd of this:diſot- Arno 
der, but that he preletaly haſted- from Roven' (where the: news 1588. 
was firft broughe hin-Yothe King, and as he did believe, with very 
good reaſon , that his-Majeſtics Enemics would not ſatisfie them- of Eſper- 
ſelyes'wicth'what:they had already done, ſo he thought it fitta go 5 »rrival 
well accompanied; neither did he a lictle revivethe Courtat-his ar- * Miaes: 
_ rival, -having abovefiye-hundred Gentlemen inthis Train. 

They who have undertaken the Hiſtory of thattime, variouſly 
report the Duke's Reception at this place : D* Avila ſays his encer- 
rainment was very cold, and'thatthe King looking upon him as 
his Enemies Pretenſc, for all the miſchicfs they did, began to di- 
ſtaſte him z yet he ſays/ſoon after with a kind of contradiction, 
that his Majeſty never went leſs in his affeRtion to him ,''nor in 
the confidence he repos'd in him, from the firſt beginningot his 
Favour. Others wrice chathe was receiy'd with' greardemonſtra- Contradi- 

: tionsof Fayour and Eſteem : of which both the one and the other age oh « 
ſay true; obſerving the due order of that little ſpace betwixt, the Hiſtorians 

' Dukes Entertainment a his firſt arrival, and char he receiv'd af+ 939*.the _ 
ter he had been two hours in private Conference with the King: ceptionac 
 Itis moſtcerainthar this Prince afflited with his Misfortunes, C9vre- 
and reduc'd more than ever tothe neceſſity of difimulation , did 

not at firſt receive him with that exceſs of kindneſs he had for- 


merly done ; andit is likewiſe true, that —m— ac firſt 


2 


ſight ſomejuſt reproach from the Duke's paſſionate affeQion to 
his Service, for that his Majeſty had nor put in execution what he 
had refolv'd upon at Freſne, his Majeſty pur on am unuſual gravity 
at his arrival: Bur after he had talked with him;and that the Duke 
who was too diſcreet, at ſuch a time, to offer theleaft ſyllable char 
might afflict his Maſter, had on the contrary rais'd his Spirits with 
new hopes, he then opened his Beſom to him more than ever; and _ 
baving recciv'd his wonted good Counſels, entertain'd again the 
joy, and vigour, which ſcem'd to have been ſtifled in his Misfor- 
runes, and beganto meditate the means, and that with good hopes 
of ſucceſs, of reſtoring his Affairs to their former Condition. And 
then it was that he careſs'd the Duke with his accuſtomed free- 
dom, honouring him in publick with as high demonſtrations of 
Fayour, as ever. It was at this Conference, that the Duke gave his 
Majcſty an accomprt of his Voyage, ofthe gaod condicion, where- 
in he had left his Government , and what his —_ _ ex- 
pet fromthence : How all things were ſo well diſpos'd there, 
that excepting Havre de Grace ; the League poſleſs'd nothing in 
that Province z and that even he who commanded there, had 


given very good hopes of returning ſhortly to his Duty : _— 
 L l 
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theiSieur de(& aupes, Goyernour of Roven, formerly enclin'd ito fa. 
vour the:Leagiue was made:firmito/his Majelties Service, and thar 
thepeople in gendral were 'as well. diſposd:;,' as. good? Subjects | 


could pdflibly be i An-Account fo highly fatisfadtory tothe King, 


charhe preſencly-refolv'd upen ai Journeyrintothat;Province, it | 


| ſeeming to him neither decent, ;.nor lviring *ride-his; - 
continue ar Chartres ;* where tornakea lbngar;ſay., :' would look, 


asf hewerethere ſhotup, and forbidden-4ll che. otheriparts:of his 


+ Neither was:itwithout deſign, that the. Duke ſpoke ſo advan- 


rageoully rothe King of the Forces of Normandy = 'Andibe could 
havewiſkr his Majeſty had conceiv'd theiſame opinion of all his 
other:Provinces;; ;:to'the endthart growing confident; of his own 


Power; he might entertain the thoughts of Arms < Forhe certain- 
ly believ'd, that ſhould his Majeſty once undertake a War in good 


carneft;: ir wonld:'ſucceed infinitely to: bis/ advantage. that he 


-would foon bein aconditionto re-eſtabliſh his negle&ed Autho- 


rity and to make bimſclf' fear'd of all-his SubjeRs:/BurtheKing - 


| had already form'd: other Defigns , andthe Duke of -Gaife' ſeem- 
ingrohimſo ſtrotygly luppotred, that he could not:deprels,him by 


open force, withaut/endangering at once himlelt , and his King- 
dom;: hethoughr it ſafer, '\though leſs honourable , ro: lull him 
alleep with' the. hopes of Peace, than by: open. War to provoke 
his already approved Power. * on doa47 it 

' The Duke of Gre allo; fecing the! King: elcap'd out of his 


hands, and that he could no more impoſe upon hinv thoſe con- 


ditions he had.propos'd to the Queen Mother during rhe :Barri- 
cades, Was likewiſe not averſe to an Accommodation. 'So that 
borh Parties concurring in the lame diſpoſition, the buſineſs was 
quickly ſer on foor by the Queen Mother ; who as ſhe had been 
of the firſt, was now the Mediatrix of this Peace alſo. She had 


_ continued at Pars after the King's. departure, and had not fail'd 


upon all occafions to poſlets the Duke of Guiſe, that the King 


was willing to be-reconcil'd to him, and to forgive the Parifians 


upon their due Submiſſion. Whereupon the Duke , the better ro 
ſoundthe King's intention herein , order'd the Parliament to ar- 
rend his Majeſty at ( hartres, and there to. offer him the firſt excu- 


ſes for a fault which/in its own nature admitted none : Bur the 


Provoſt des Marchands going before , and the Eſchevins following 


after, both the one, and the otherreturn'd with great ſatisfation : 


Which the Duke of. | Guiſe ſeeing , and interpreting this flexibility 
inthe King to an effec of Fear ,. he re-aſlum'd his former hopes, 


and again ſet on foot the ſame propefitions, which he had before 
| ſo 
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ſo arroganily infiſted-upon 3 to Wit , that War ſhould be pro- Anno 
claim'd againſt the King of Navarre, thatthere ſhould be a Con- 1588. 
vocation: of the States General., and that the Duke of Eſpernon VN 
ſhould be baniſh'd from Court, with a privation of all his Of- 
ces : | Upon which laſt Article he chiefly inſiſted, openly declaring, 
that there could be no durable Peace, nor no ſincere reconciliati- 
on, {o long as he had fo great an Enemy as the Nuke in the Kings 
Boſom. '- | 
"The Queen Mother, as has been ſaid before, had long been jea- 
lous of che Duke of Eſpernon's! Power, with the King her Son; 
neither indeed could ſhe well brook any Favourites , but thoſe bh 
who ſtood immediately oblig'd to her for their Fortune; an hu- % 
mour had made her {o much the more impatient of the Duke's 
- greatneſs, : becaule it was an advantage for which he was indebted 
to none, but.to his Maſters bounty. She had often therefore preſt 
the King for hisremoyal , as the only means to ſatisfie the League, 
had propounded ſeyeral honourable Employments to colour his 
diſgrace, and not long before would have had him ſent Ambaſla- 
dour to Remeto juſtific the King from the aſperſions, the League 
had calt upon him to the Holy Sea :., but his Majeſty who was as \ 3 
perfe& in the Nature, and Deſigns of the Queen his Mother , as 
ſhe was in his, had ſtill been conflang to his Servants Protection ; 
and the Duke, having been bred up inthe School of fo politick a 
Maſter, : had learn'd ſo much-cunning, as had hitherto ever ren- 
dred all thoſe Artifices ineffectual, by, which ſhe had ſo often, and 
ſo induſtriouſly labour'd; his Ruine, - | 
But at laſt the Queen (knowing how imporcant che preſent oc- 
calion wasto the Kings Repoſe). embrac'd ic with that fervour, 
that in the end it procur'd the Dukes ſo long wiſh'd for removal. 
She had the management of the Treaty in hand abſolutely com- 
mitted to her, with the choice of any two of the King's Council 
to aſſiſt her; of which ſuch as ſhe;knew were affeRionare to the 
Duke, you may be. ſure muſt have nothing to do inthis bufinels; 
ſo that it. was no hard marter, all, parties concurring in the ſame 
deſign to conclude his diſgrace : and in concluſion, the King was 
plainly told; that it was/abſolutely neceſſary for him to dilmils 
che Duke;of, Eſpernon, if his Majeſty intended to have that Peace, 
he ſeem'd{o pallionately ro deſire. , or 
|--D the ſame end 'there Was then P rinted a Manifeit , ſubſcrib'd The Leapue 
by the, Cardinal of Bourbon, as Head of the League ; whercin the ne _ 
whole Faction were yery importunate forthe Duke's total Ruine, azantt che , 
together with Mounſieyr de la /alette his Brother , his bare remo- + wad of 
val from. Court beitig now too little to ſatisfie their Malice : the ang his 
| TEE L 2 League Brother, 
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League in this ſole point comprehending the ſuppreſſion of the 
Hugonot Party (of which they ſaid the two Brothers were the 
ProteRors with the King) the redreſs of the people (oppreſt to 
enrich them) and the ſarisfaRion of the great ones; who might 


eaſily be contented with thoſe Offices , and Governments, which 


the rwo Brothers now poſleſt to their common prejudice, 
The Duke who very well forelaw that he muſt cither comply 


with the time, or reduce the King to a neceſſity of taking u 


- Arms to protec him (which would have made him reſponſible 


The Duke 
reſolvesto 
give way to 
che time, 
and to re- 
tire, 


to his Majeſty for any (iniſter event that might happen) choſe the 
leſſerevil ; and would rather alone undertake the defenſe of his 
own Fortune, than be any waysthe occaſion of ſo great a miſ- 
chief. He ſaw che Kings mind perpetually fluftuating, and con- 
tinually alarm'd with the Counſels of his Enemies ; which, in his 
Majeſftics aſtoniſhment, grew ſtill more, and more prevalent with 
bim ; he ſaw the powerful Faction of the League wholly Arm'd 


againſt his Perſon; 'ncither was there any who did not conclude 


his ruine inevitable in ſo dangerous a conjun&ture , ſhould he be. 


once, though bur a moment, removy'd out of the King's Prote- 
Aion : but he had courage enough to run the hazard, and his un- 
daunted Spirit (notwithſtanding he very well underſtood his 
danger) made him reſolute with his own fingle Intereſt to tand 
che ſhock of all his'Adyerſaries. 'F ought hereto adde yer another. 
Motive the Duke hadto retire from Court, a thing which will 
perhaps hardly be believ'd, though it be preciſely true : bur it me- 
rits a due placein the Duke's Hiſtory, asthe nobleſt teſtimony of 


[ a generous heart, and this it was. 'The Duke had underſtood 


ſomething of the King's intention to cut off the Duke of Guiſe, 
by thoſe ways by which it was afterwards effeQed art Blois , and 
not being able to divert that refolution, he chole rather to abſent 

himſelf, than to be preſent at an ation he thought ſo unworthy 


| of his Maſters Authority, and Greatneſs, 'though it redounded to 


his own particular preſervation. *Tistrue; thatin the firſt moti- 
ons of the League, he had advis'd the King to take up Arms , ro 
chaſtiſe him ; that he had afterwards counſell'& him to cut-off his 
Head at the very Gate of the Louyre , when 'the Duke came in' 


| contempt of his command to raiſe that 'Commotion in Paris 3 


and that he had offer'd himſclfto fight him hand to handin Duel, 
but he could by no means conſent that his Majeſty ſhould com- 
mit an Act ſounworthy of his Name : And this in truth was as 

powerful a: Motive as any, to oblige him to retire. 
There is great diverſity of Opinions amongſt the Hiſtorians of 
that time about this retirement of the Dukes, whether, orno, it 
| were 
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were franckly, and of his own motion , whether he were diſmiſk Anno 
with the King's good Opinion, and Faycur : or whether he went. 1588. [- 
not away in a real diſgrace ;' which wr ix report , every LN 
man according to-his particular paſhon : But D' 4vile much beter ard 
 inform'd in the Aﬀeairs of the Cabinet, than' the reſt , enclines to pon che 
the more favourable opinion, andſays (very truly ) that the Duke + room 
reſolv'd upon this retirement of his own voluntary inclination, 
and that tothe King's great grief ; who notwithſtanding, com- 
pell'd by the neceſiity of the conditions impoſed upon himin the 
Articles of Peace, conſented toit : And of this truth there are two 
evident proofs ; One, the great familiarity, and privacy the Duke 
had with the King ſome days before his departure : and the ſame 
D Avila records , a very remarkable, and a very true paſſage upon 
this occaſion. Thar the night preceding this ſeparation , the Ab- 
bot del Bene, a great confident of the Duke's, and a mani in great 
efteem with the King, for is excellent parts, Cof which his Ma- 
jefty made continual uſe in his Policicks, a ſtudy in which he was 
ſtrictly regular) was ſhur up alone with the King in his Cabinet 
for many hours; not ſo much as the Grooms of his Majeſties 
Chamber permitted ro come in all the while, by which he con- 
jectures,. and very rightly , that his Conference was in order to 
ſome Inſtruftions,which were to be convey'd by the Abbot(who 
was. to accompany him in his retirement) to the Duke, for his 
fucure Conduct, during the time of his abſence: And I have 
heard the Duke ſay, that he never in all his life receiv'd ſo many 
Teſtimonies of his Maſters AﬀeGion, as he did at this time» His 
Majeſty being pleas'd not only to chalk him out what he would 
have him do, and what he would have him avoid , during his re- 
tirement ; but alſo adding a thouſand Proteitations , that he 
| would ſooner abandon his Crown, than his proteAtion, and that 
he had not conſented'\to his departure, but with a reſolution to re- 
call him ſpeedily back to Court with greater Honour, andto con- 
fer upon him greater advantages,than he had ever yet done: Com- 
manding at the ſame timethe Abbot del Bene,not to ſtir from him, 
to have a care of his Perſon ,, andto be affiſting to him with his 
Counſels, in whatever Accidents mighthappen, and in all che 
difficultics,and dangers he well foreſaw would by his Encmics be 
prepar'd againſt him. The other proof, thar the Duke was diſmiſt 
ina high ftate of Favour, was this, that his Majeſty made him at 
his departure, Generaliſſimo of his Armies in the Provinces of 4n- 
j0u, Maine,Perche,Poiftou, Xaintonge, Angonmois and the Country of 
Aulnis, with abſolute Power to command: which certainly he 
would never have done, had his diſgrace been really true, and _ 

| meerly 


% 


} 
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/BFIM meerly diſſembled co ſatisfic the inſolent demands of the League, 


1588, 
CORE 


and to comply with the neceſſity of thetime. 

Things being thus diſpos'd, the Duke wenttotake his leave of 
the King, andrto receive his Majeſtics final Commands, where, 
his afte&ion in lo great an extremity, ſuggeſting to him the honeſt 
liberty, a paſſionate , and faithful Subje& may juſtly rake, he 
freely told him, That it was not without an extraordinary violence 
upon bimſelf, that be came to beg leave of his Majeſty, that be might re- 


' tire into bis Governments, Where be hop'd nevertheleſs to do bis Majeſty 


better ſervice, than if he ſhould continue about his Perſon. That to his 
extreme grief be ſaw of late his Majeities ſafeit Determinatisns, and the 
Counſels of his moſt faithful Servants perverted by the Artifices of thoſe 
evil Minifters, who had uſurp'd a greater ſhare in his Royal Truft, and 
(Confidence, than was conſiſtent with the proſperity of bis Affairs. That 
the Queen bis Mother (however an exc«lent and prudent Princeſs) was 


notwithſtanding abus'd, as bis Majeſty bimſelf was. That ſeeing no cure 


for this evil, he had rather choſen to deprive himſelf of the Honour of 
being near his Majeſlies Perſon , than to be an unprofitable Speiator of 
thoſe inconveniences into which his evil Counſellors were about to precipi- 
tate his Affairs. T hat as to that hour no man could reproach him that any 


of bis Attions had been contrary to his JAajefties Service ; ſo he would . 


not for the future, by a toleration unworthy a good SnbjeR , andan ho- 
neſt Man, draw any jealoufie upon hu Intentions. That by an exceſs of 
bounty, and oftentimes contrary to bis own deſire, bis Majeſty had en- 
rich'd bim with ſo many Poſſeſsions, Honours, and Offices , that he had 


nothing left to deſire of Heaven, but Moderation in a' Proſperity :rais'd 


fo infinitely beyond his Hopes. That having receiv'd theſe benefits to no 
other end, than to employ them in his. Majeſties Service , be ſhould be 
ready to ſurrender all upon command", if by bis Spoils any advantage 


might accrue to bis Majeities Affairs. That ifor the ſum of all Obligation, 


and for a final Teſtimony of bis Majeſties good Inclinations towards bim, 
be had only two Requeſts to make: the firſt , That his Majeſty would 
never confer any of his Offices upon any of the League; and the other, 


that ſo often as bis Enemies ſhould by their Malice ſeek toruine bim' in: 
his Majeſties Favour, be would pleaſe to recolle& the infinite Obligations 
be had laid upon him ; which was the greateſt pledge of Fidelity, a good 


Servant, and an honeſt Man, as be pretended to be, could in his abſence 
poſ$ibly leave with ſo good a Maſter. | | 

The King though already prepar'd for the Duke's departure, 
yet touch'd with ſo fad a Farewel , | could not refrain from Tears , 
and his friendſhip producing the uſual effects thatall rrue friend- 
ſhips ordinarily do in fuch occalions, made him forget the condi- 


tions he was bound to perform, and once more to reiterate all 


ſorts 


——- ; 
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ſorts. of. perſwaſion.to make himſtay : In which importunities, 
though ſame: hayebeliev'd there was more of diffimulation, than 
real truth ; yetiriscercain,that his Majeſty inthis proceeded with 
a moſt. ſincere affe&ion;and that looking more narrowly into the 
condition of his-Aﬀairs, andconfſidering he was about to ſurren: 
| der his Perſon into the hands of his Enemies, by whom he ſaw 
himſelk already cnvironed,:he could have been content to'have 
retain'd-a Servant of ſo approved Valour, and Fidelity abour hima, 


But:the Duke having fo oftentry'd, and ſo often found irimpoſ? | 


ſible co ſenate the King's mind to- ſuch reſolutions as weremoft 
proper to ſecure his Dignity with Honour ,,' could never delibe- 
rate to look on; and ſee the continuationof thoſe evils, for which 
he could neither ſee; nor hope for any poflible Remedy.” 
Remainingthen firm in his reſolution to depart, he made a 
voluntary ſurrender of his Government' of Normandy into the 
King's hands, which was as ſoon transferr'd to the Duke of 
Montpenfier, a Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon, very affeRionate 
tothe King's Service, and Father to Henry of Bourbon ; likewiſe 
Dukeof Montpenſier, the ſame, who inſucceſſion of time came 
to be the Duke's Nephew by a Marriage with Catherine de Foyeuſe 


his Neece, ſhe, who (as wehave ſaid before) is now Durcheſs of 


Guiſe. And this, of allthoſe Offices the. Duke ſtood ſeiz'd of, 
was the only reſignation the King would: conſent to, whatever 
D 4uila is pleas'd to ſay tothe contrary. He ſays that the King im- 
portun'd the Duke to make a ſurrender of all his Employments at 


————, 


Anno 
1538, 


once, excepting his Government of Provence : but thac the Duke, 


Who Was aman of 2xceeding great underſtanding, and bred up by the 
King bimelf in all the Stratagems of State , rais'd ſo many diffical- 


ties, and made ſo many exceptions againl(t the perſons of all thoſe | 


who were propos'd to ſucceed him, that ſuddenly departing , be- 


fore any thing was concluded, he dexteroully diſingag'd himſelf 


from (o nice, and (o dangerous a Propoſition. It is certain not- 
withſtanding that the Duke was never prels'd to lay down any of 
his Offices : and if he did ſurrender his Government of Normandy, 
it was not only a voluntary a&, but founded upon mature deli- 
beration, and great judgment, as a Province that was near neigh- 
bour to Paris , ſeparated many Leagues from all the reft of Ris 
Governments, and in which his Enemies had fo great Intereſt, 
that his Preſence would be neceſſary to ſecure it; neither confi- 
dering the ſtrong Faction they had- within , was it certain to be 
ſecur'd. So that not being able amongſt ſo many perſecutions, as 
he ſaw prepar'd againſt him, to maincain all his Charges at once, 
he rather choſe to part with that he was not likely to keep, ar leaſt 
wich- 


————_— 
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Holds,and Places in hisPoſſeſſion;which though(parcicularly con- 
ſider'd) rhey ſeem'd to promiſe leſs , than ſo important aGovern- 


ment asthat of Normandy ; yet that by their vicinity to one an- 


' other were more likely to be kept , and to be more leryiceable to 


him. | io 217 | 

Thus then parted the Duke of Efpernon from - Court -in Fune 
1588. and retir'd himlelf.co Loches, though far otherwiſethan in 
the equipage of adeclining Miniſter, or attended like a Favourite 
laps'd into grace - but with a numeroustrain of abovethree 


| hundred Gentlemen, and thoſe of {o good Quality,as that he em- 


TheDake 
retires 'nro 
his Govern- 
IMiENts, 


ploy'd the moſt of them for the raiſing of ſuch Forces , as he had 
order from his Majcſty ſpeedily to ſet on foot. But that which 
rendred him every where more conſiderable , than this outward 
ſhew of greatneſs, was his brave, and unbated Courage, of which 
he hadgiven lo many ſignal teſtimonics in his Prodocxith , that 
there was nothing lefr, but ſuch a diſgrace as this, to give it the ut- 
moſt teſt, and rhe laſt tryal of a noble Conſtancy. Being come 
to Lacbis, he preſently ſer. himſelf ro look into the ſtate of thoſe 
Provinces newly committed to his charge; where by cſtabliſh- 
ing ſuch order as he thought convenient, by the diſpatch of his 
Levics, and by diſpoſing his men into the moſt important places, 
he prepar'd himſelt betimes to encounter ſuch Accidents,as the (e- 
verity of: the time was likely to produce. 

Soon after the Duke's departure, the King went his Journey 
into Normandy : where the greateſt Obſtacle, being now remoy'd, 
the Treaty of Peace went on without any further impediment, 
and was preſently after concluded 5 the King (who had already 


determin'd how to diſpoſe of the Duke of Guiſe) making no 


great difficulty to grant him what he was reſoly'd he ſhould not 
long enjoy. ou: 

The Peace concluded, the Edi&t of Union was publiſh'd, farſt 
at Rozen, and then in all parts of the Kingdom , after which they 
immediately fell ro the raifing of Arms, for the utter ſuppreſh- 
on of the King of Navarre, and his Party. Bur above all things, 


the King was careful to haſten the neceſſary Diſpatches ſor the 


Convocation of the States General at Blois, in the beginning of 
.Oftober next enſuing, an Aſſembly <qually defir'd by the King, 
and the Duke of Guiſe, bur to different ends: The Duke ho- 
ping there by the joynr ſuffrages of the ſeveral Orders of the King- 
dom to ſec himſelf plac'd in that degree of height, ro which his 


- greatSpirit,and vaſt Ambition,had ſo long alpir'd ; and the King 


reſolving there, and at that time to quench his reſtleſs and inordi- 


nate 
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nate Ambition in a torrent of his own Blood. Thus do we often Anno 
ſce the purpoles of the greateſt Politicians deluded, who, when 1588; 
they think they have brought their Deſigns by the moſt infallible CV 
Rules, and Maxims of Humane Prudence to an almoſt certain 

Iflue, find themſelves deceiv'd , and uſually meet with effects 

_ contrary to their expectation ; giving us to-underſtand, 

t 


— 4 


3 


t we ought not tocommait our actions to the blind conduct of 
our own frail and erroneous foreſight, but into the hands of Pro- 
vidence, that governs all, and that bringsall things to their de- 
rerminate _ | | 

The Edi& of Union being (worn, the Duke of Eſpernon re- 
mov'd from Courr, and the King fatisfied (atleaſt in apparence) 
with the Duke of Guiſe's, and the Parifiens excuſes ; the Duke 
confident-in the Queen Mother, (who was of late becomeabſo- 
lutely powerful with the King) had nothing now to hinder his +5 omg, 
coming to Court, ſo that upon his Majeſties return out of Nor- comes to 
mandy, he immediately repair'd to him , and having found him C9: 
at (bartres, hethere in perſon deliver'd the ſame Apologies, he 
had nor long before preſented by the Mediation onion All 
which his Majeſty received with a Diſhmulation,that was not on- 
ly naturalto him ; but that by a long PraRice, and by the conti- 
nual traverſes, and difficulties of his Reign, was grown to ſuch a 
habitin him, thatit was no hard matter for him to put on any 
kind of Language, or Behaviour, on any occaſion wherein he 
was moſt likely to be ſurpriz'd : So that in outward ſhew che 
King was,ſo well pleas'd with no Company (as indeed it was al- 
hl all he had) as with the Duke's, his Relations, and Confede- 
rates. Amongſt which the Cardinal of Bourbon , who was now 
alſo come to Court, was entertain'd with extraordinary marks 
of Fayour, and Reſpe& , neither wasthere any Commands, or 
Offices, Military or Civil, granted to any, but by theirrecommen- 
dation : inſoruch that ſome have thought the Duke of Guiſe 
by winning, and ſubmiſſive carriage, had made ſome real imprel- 
ſion upon the Kings Inclinations, and that his Majeſty was dil- 
pos'dreally to love him, as he had formerly done , if he could 
havemoderated his Ambition, and would have laid aſide thoſe 
| defigns which rendred him ſuſpeCted to him. 

In a conjunCture ſo favourable to their Deſigns , neither rhe 
Duke of Guiſe, northoſe of his FaRion ſlept in their Buſineſs; 
but with all poſſible induſtry, fill more, and more labour'd_ the 
Duke of Epernon'storal Ruine, as a thing that imported moſt of 
all co the confirmation of that Authority , and Truſt, co which 
they ſaw themſclyes by his removal already advancd : So ou 
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the King being daily afflicted with a thouſand Accuſations againſt 
him, and wearied by their importunities, was at laſt ſo far over- 
come,as to conſent that many of his Offices ſhould be taken away, 
being not yet to be prevail 'd upon for his abſolute Ruine. Whilſt 
the Duke was preſent, he continually by his good Services forti- 
fied his Maſters mind, againſt all impreſſions of calumny , his 
Enemies could inyent, to the prejudice of his Fidelity, and Ho- 
nour, and had ever triumph'd in his Majeſties good Opinion, 
over the Enyy and Malice of his Detra&tors : but he was no 
ſooner remoy'd out of his Eye, than that Confidence began to 
ſtagger , his detrators ipeclhacilg him for an Enemy to the 
Crown, a Friend tothe King of Navarre, and one that feducing 
daily all the Gartiſons in his Government to a Revolt, was upon 
the point to Proclaim open War againſt the King himlelt. 

In the mean time the Duke had very good Intelligence of all that 
paſs'dat Court ; he very well knew that his Enemies made uſeof 
all imaginable ways to deſtroy him , that the King was by them 
perperually ſocilited againſt him ; and that conſequently i con- 
cern'd him in common diſcretion to fruſtrate their Deſigns, and 
to provide for his own ſafety in the ſtrength of thoſe places he poſ- 
ſels'd : Neither was he much ſurpriz'd at the unexpeQted news of 
what the King had conſented to apainſt him ,- he was very well 
acquainted wich the conſticution of the Court, and had very well 
foreſeen what would certainly be attempted againſt him 3 but he 
could hardly perſwade himſelf, chat his Majeſty could ever forger 
his Fidelity, and good Services ; yet did he not for allthat negle& 


- bis own preſervation, that he mipht live to do him one day more, 


and better Service : the only revenge this faithful honeſt Servanc 
medirated for the ingratitude of his Maſter. 

He fell therefore preſently into Conſultation with his Friends; 
what courſe he were beſt ro take; a Debate wherein Opinions 
were very different : ſome there were who advis'd him to return 
ro Court, repreſenting that his preſence would infallibly diſperſe 
all thoſe hdr of miſtruſt, which by his abſence his Adver- 


ſaries had had opportunity to poſſeſs the King's mind withal; that 
| his rried Fidelity would ſoon recover its former place in his Maje- 


{ties Opinion, and that then he would ſoon be ina condition to 
return the miſchiefs had been intended againſt him , upon the 
heads of the firſt contrivers.Others there were who gave him coun- 
ſel co put himſelf into Merz , others-to make immediately for Pro- 
vence, andſome of thoſe there to joyn with the King of Navarre; 


| Thatco that = he ſhould firſt go into Angoumois , whither 


he might ſuddenly,and with grear facility convey himſelf, where 


he 
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he had a ftrong City-to retireunto , and where he would bein a 
Country very convenient to favour his Paflage into Provence, by 
the way of Guienne and Languedoc; the Friends he had in theſe two 
Provinces: being enough to make his way, through the - one; -and 
the other ,; ſhould he be put upoa a reſolution of retiring'thither, 

The firſt propolitions being accompanied: with greart, :and al- 


moſt invincible difficulties, the Duke wholly adher'd to.the-laſt 


advice, and fo far follow'd it, as to retire to Angouleſme,; without 
joyning himſelf neyerthele(s (though infinitely ſolicited fo,toido) 
with the King of Navarre. A thing impoſſible for him to re- 
ſolve upon, had he been ſo enclin'd , for two Realons, Firſt, by 
reaſon of that Princes Religion, and ſecondly:, becaule ;being, a 
declared Enemy tothe King his Maſter , the Duke would rather 
have periſh'd a thouſand. times, than appear to favour, .much 
leſs to engage with ſuch, as he knew aGed poſitively againſt his 
 Majeſties Service. MOT 34h. 

.  . Oneof. the Duke's old Servants * De Guez, by name, a man 
of fourſcoreand cight years old , but notwithſtanding ſo-entire 


in his Judgment as diſcover'd nothing of: the infirmities- of Age, 


gave me not long {ince a full Relation of all theſe Circumſtances. 
He was at this time about the Duke's Perſon, and ( as one of his 
principal, and moſt truſty Seryants) preſent at this Deliberation; 
when the Duke asking his particular Opinion of all had-.been 
Proromen to him, De Ge told him, that he-beliey'd che relo- 


ution he had already taken,to be without all diſpute the beſt, pro- 


vided it were put iuto ſpeedy execution : but that ic was © be 
fear'd, that whilſt he ſtood deliberating with: his Friends what 
was beſtto be done, his Enemies, who were. very. powerful, and 
already reſolv'd what to .do , might cffe& ſfomahing; to. the 
prejudiceof his Fortune; and thatthe leaſt maments were to be 
husbanded in a bulineſs of ſo great conſequence as this., A r,ad- 
vice that being ſoon conſider'd of by the Duke,, he immediately 
commanded that every one ſhould make himſelf ready to depart 
within two days ; neither did he longer defer jt , bur accordingly 
put himſelf upon his way to Angouleſme, and that very ſcalonably, 
' as by the following diſcourſe will luddenly appear. wT 

| But before the Duke;left Loghes, he was pre{znted wichr a diſe 
courle, þy-way of Apology in the behalf of hinaſelf, and his Bro- 
ther, agajnſt the Calumnies contain'd in the forementioned Mani- 
feſt of the, League :. a piece ſo elgquently  couch'd,, and ſer forth 


Anno 
1588. 
OWN 
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with ſo many powerful, . and ſa pertinent Arguments, that it is | 


certain the Leaguers ould afterwards have wiſh'd they had nc- 
ver aſſaulted the Duke by the way of writing, rhat ſo cheymight 
ba: -* | | "3 MM 2 nor 
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Anno not have drawn upon themſelves ſo tan a Reply. | forbear to 
1588. cranſcribe ic itt chis place, becauſe it would ſwell this Volume 
LYN withthingsthat arcelſewhere and in better language than I ſhould 
e Duke . 
publiſhes an perhaps expreſs ir,to be found : Bur Monnſieur de Thou, one of 
Anſwerto the moſt celebrated Hiſtorians of theſe laxter times , thought ir a 
the Mani- ..; 4 , £5 > as p : 
/-fofrbe Diſcourſe worth inſerting atlengthin bis Hiſtory , and having 
| League. tranſlated it out of the Original, into his own elegant Latine, has 
' commended it to all the Nations of Europe, where liis works are 
read with an uniyerfal applauſe. And x 1 Ars the Duke never 
thought of juſtifying his aQtions that way , and that he had (6 
* little a ſhare in this anſwer, as neicher then, nor ever ſince, to 
know his name , who undertook his Quarrel and Intereft with 
ſo friendly a Zeal (a thing ſomewhat hard co believe , thara man 
who would oblige the Dukear ſo kind a rate, ſhould deprive him- 
felf of the thanks juſtly due to fo great an obligation) he never- 
| theleſsrook it upon him, and publiſh'd ic in his own name, that 
all che world might be ſatisfied both with his and his Beothers 
| Innocency : andcertainly it wrought upon all diſintereſted ſpirits 
. impreſſions very diſadvantageous co the covert praftices of the 
The Duke Having caus'd this Declaration to be publiſh'd, he departed to- 
Angen'eſwe, Wards Angouleſme, where he ſaftly arriv'din Jah ; and where the 
' ſeveral Orders of the City contented with great emulation, which 
ſhould give the greateſt teſtimony of joy for his Atrival, Being 
thither come, the Duke would needs take up his Lodging in the 
Caſtle ; which alchough it was only a rude pile of ſtone, and na- 
ked of all defenſe , (though by him afterwards fortified , and 
made more confiderable) and though there was in the ſame Ciry 
2 (ittadel, much ſtronger, and more commodious, commanded 
by the Sieur de Bordes, a particular creature of the Dukes, yet to 
ſhew the Inhabitants how entire a Confidence he repos'd in 
them, he would rather chooſe co lie in the other , and that with 
ſo much civilicy to the Town, as that he pertnitted not one of the 
Souldiers he brought along with him ſo much as co come within 
the Walls of the City. | | Went; 
Two days after his Arrival the Sieurs Neſmond, Chief Juſtice, 
and Normond Conſul of the City receiv'd diſpatches from the 
King, Sign'd by Mounfieur Villeroy, wherein his Majeſty politive- 
' TheKing ly commanded them , not to adriiit any whomſoexer with any 
commn'?. Forces into their City, without his expreſs Order ; wharever they 
rants of the Might pretend , ot what Commiſſions ſoever they ſhould pro- 
<ity notto duce tothe contrary. And indeed his Majefty had been fo itnpor- 
Duke, tun'd to exclude the Duke fromthis importane place(being wichal 


made 


. 
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made to belicve tha he hadoonly left Leches in order ro accloling. Anno 
wich the King of, Navarre.) that being unwilling to have that Fa- 1588.- 
. Rion ſtrengthened; by ſo powerful, and ſo a&tive a Confederate, Yo 
he had conſented to this diſpatch : burthe Duke's diligence ha- Buctoo 
ving prevented this:command, fo fruſtrated the exccution of it, '** 
that whereas it had before (had theſe orders come in time) been a 
very calie matter to havekept him out , it was now impoſſible co 
obey the Kings deſire, he being got in, ortothruſt him our again, 
who had already made himfelt Maſter of the place. | 

The Conſul notwit ing communicated the Orders hehad 
receiv'd-to- ſome of his Relations , and moſt intimaxe Friends, 
where the greater part of thoſe he conſulted about this bulinels, 
beingenclin'd tothe League (and it ts hardly to be imagin'd how 
ſtrangely that contagion had diffus'd it ſelf throughoue the whole | 
Kingdom, no Family almoſt being without one, or more of their 
Party; no City without ſome notorious Ring-leader of their 
Fa&tion ; nor no Province wherein their Intereſt wag nor grown 
to a formidable height ) it was ſoon reſolv'd upon, that (fince the 
Kings pleaſure could not now be fulfill'd in the preciſe Form his 
Letters preſcrib'd) to propoſe ta his Majeſty. other ways , by 
which (as they conceiv'd) they might work as conſiderable , if 
not a more advantageous effc<t,:for his ſervice, than they could 
have done, by that it was now too late for thgna to perform. The 
Conſul therefore diſpatch'd away to Court one Souchtt his Bro- 
ther-in-Law, a notable Leaguer, and a bold FaQious Fellow, to 
acquaint the King with his Deſign ; 'which was , co ſeize upon 
the Duke's perſon, and to derain him Priſoner in the Ciry, ill his 
Miajeſties further Order : ' who accordingly arriving ar Court, and 
addrefling himſelf ro Moun/icur de Villeroy, made this Propoſicion 
to him, and was by him very well receiv'd. Pilleroy promiſing "a 
ro acquaint the Ky with the good affection of the Inhabirants, (a 
and to give him a ſpcedy anſwer. I ſhall: not here make ſhie of 
delivering plainly what I have: receiv'd from the Duke's own 
mouth upon this occaſion,and that withour fear of reviving Ani- 
moſities long agoextin&; the Duke, and Monſieur: de 'Villeroy 
having often ſince{and that with ſome kind of delight} diſcours'd 
themſelves into a beter intelligence about this'Subje&@: So trac it 
is, that time is a Sovereign Remedy for the moſt — alors, 


no former unkindaefs berwixtchelte two gicar Miniſters being of 
force to hinder the mutual eflecin they had of one anothers Ver- 
rue inthcir later years, from endiny'ina moſt ſincere; and per- 
fe& Friendſhip. 2238-35 : 3:19{3197 36 | HONG: Wild JH 04 | | 
The King's anſwer to Pilleroy was ; that he hould be you to 

| i ave 
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Fan havethe Duke within his- power, that ſo he might hinder him 
1588. from joyning with the-King of Novaerre'; bue withal, if it could 
LYN not be done without endangeringhis Perſon , thatthey ſhould by 


no means attempt iv ;' his Majeſty being neither willing to: have 
him deſtroy'd, nor exaſperated, bur only reftrain'd/ within 'the 
bounds of his Duty : Which were the very- 'words his Majeſty 
repeated tothe Duke at his return to Court, (graciouſly adding, 
that it was in order to a ſpeedy recalling of him about his/own 
Perſon, where he intended to uſe him like a Son (atitle by which 
his Majeſty was cver pleas'd to. Honour him-in his Letters; and 
ordinary Diſcourſe) as hitherto he had ever done. - But this was 
to0 nice'a-Commithon for his Enemies to work upon, who would 
by alllnaeans make uſe of:this occalion the hait-brajn'd Citizens 
preſentedto:them, to take a full revenge of former injuries :':for 
aker the buſtneſs had been communicated to the Duke of Gniſe, 
—\it was told Sojichet by Alounfienr Villeroy, that it was the King's 
defire, they ſhauld rake:the Duke:Priſoner , 3 and that they could 
not dq his Majeſty amore acceptable ſervice. Whereupon Soucher 
havingxzeply d,- that it-would bean enterprize hard to execute ſo, 
as to meet with,no'oppolition ; and that-in ſuch a caſe he'de- 
fir'd to, know. how. they were to/behaye themſelves : he was fur- 
ther order'd to take therDuke alive ,.or dead; that ſuch was his 
Majeſties jmienton; and that itywasa buſineſs of ſo great impor- 
tance; ;that both he; and-:all' others:;; who'ſhould be employ'd 
therein}; mightkertainly' expe a>recompeniſe proportionableto 
the meritaf. the Adtion./Some havefurther added , and it was a 
common report,: thataman utterly unknown to: Soxchet was dif- 
guis'd in his Majeſties Choaths,, 'and taught ro-pronounce this 
Command, . as it. it had come from the King's own mouth : but 
heweverit were carried; certain itis that Soxcher could not have re- 
trurn'd. more fully perſwaded, than bedid. ©: DP. 

» Arhistcturn he acquaints the Conſul wich his Inftruions (at 
a private-place without the City) who:'hoping/ro do the 'King a 
ſignal Seryice,cammunicated the/Order he had receiv'd to forty;or 
5 all ative and teſalute men{ of is moſt intimate Friends; and 
conferr dyes further with ſome Gentlemen of theDuke of Guiſe's 
FaRion abowc ic; {acthat having miade himaſelf as ſtrong as he 
could; and having wrizto: the Vicaunt:Hubeterre;who was Head | 
of the-Leagite itichat:Province,;:ta be ready to afliſt in an ati- 
_ on ſa important to the Service: of-zhe King, ;:and the Catholick 
Union, heat laſt receiy'd the-Depury into the Ciry upon. St,'Las- 
rence Eve, the day following without further delay being delign'd 
for the execution of the Emterprize- 1 1205p) ton | = 

| ere 
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-There are few Hiſtorians of any note, of thoſe times, who Anno 
have.not given afull deſcription of this days buſineſs, and who 1588.” 
have not thought it (though only relating to. a particular perſon) LON 
an action for the Novelty , and handſome performance of it, Sibeey of 
worthy to be recorded amongſt the general Tranſactions of that eA1g1#!e/= 
time.  Mounſieur de Thou, D* Aubigne, and D' Avila, have all made 18*"* me 
long Relations of it; and there were many Printed Reports of E/prrnn. 
it currentin France immediately after the thing was done,of which 
ſeveral old Copies yet remain ; to all which I could refer my 
Reader, and ſpate my ſelf the pains of repeating it over again, 
could a buſinels ſo highly important to the Duke's Honour be 
left out of the recital of his Life, without making my ſelf guilty 
of an omiſſion, Poſterity might juſtly blame' me for. Take here 
therefore what I have collected , both from the Duke's own 
mouth, and from ſome of his Servants ; who, as they ſhar'd in 
the danger of this Conſpiracy, had alſo the Honour co do their 
Maſter pale Servicein ſo memorable an Action, _. 

The Duke liviog in great ſecurity in the'City , and behaving 
himſelf very obligingly to all the ſahabirants in'general, but more 
particularly ro thoſe he ſaw borethe greateſt ſway amongft them, 
{par'd-no kind of good Entertainmenc, that he thought might 
win the Conſul over to his Devotion : a man, whe beſides the 
addition of. his Authority, was very cenſiderable- in his own Per- 
ſon, as being deſcended from one of the beſt Families in the City, 
and a man ot great ſagacity and valour. The morning of his en- 
rerprize tanas les St. Laurence day ; he going early , as it 
was uſual, to give the Duke a Vilſic, was by-him entertain'd with | 
extraordinary civility ; the Duke nor ſuffering him to depart , till 
he had made him a promiſe to come again'to Dinner : which 
che Conſul, thinking by that means to have his acceſs into the 
Caſtle more open, and free, for the effefing of his purpoſe, rea- 
dily engag'd himſclf co do: And in the mean time retarning 
home, he found Souchet, ana with him ſome dozen of the moſt 
reſolute Fellows and fierceſt Leaguers of allthe Town, got thither 
before him. Theſe were tobegin the work , and the others to the 
number of five and forty, or fiity,,were lodg'd in the Houſes near- 
eſt to the Caſtle, robe ready to ſecond them , when they had gi- 
ven thefirſt Aſdault,: Neither were theſe all -in the Conſpiracy, 
for there were divers others diſpos'd into the ſeveral StreetSof the 
City to aharm the reſt of the people (altogerher ignorant of the 
Enterprize) by telling them that the Hugonots had taken the Ca- 
ftle, by the Poſtern-gate that look'd into the Park, and ro make 
them by this device run to-their Arms to repel them. 

Things 
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il - Things being thus order'd, the Conſul firſt entred the Caſtle, 


1588. 
OV U 


taking along with him Soucher Booted, and Spurr'd, as if he new- 
ly arriv'd from Court, with another in the ſame Equipage ; and 
being come into the Hall, where he met with ſome of the inferi- 
our Servants, he of them enquir'd for the Duke, ſaying, He had 
there two Cortriers to preſent to him, who brought him good 
news from Court. Whercupon the Servants who ſaw him every 
day with the Duke, and receiv'd with great Demonſtrations of 


Favour, and Reſpe&t, made no difficulty to tell him, thathe was 


inthe Wardrobe,: But whilſt they were thus talking, ſix more of 
the Inhabicrants, who were alſo of. the Plot, were come in under 
' pretenſcof paying their Service.to the Duke, and to wait his 
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coming out to preſent themſelves :.. And all of them , both the 
Conſul, and the reſt, Arm'd under their Cloaks with Curaſles, 
or Coats of Mail, ſhort Swords, and Piſtols, 

Thechree firſt having pals'd through the Hall , and the next 
Chamber, without giving any ſuſpicion , came into the Ward- 
robe, where they expected to findthe Duke, who by good For- 
rune Was juſt gone into his Cloſet, having.taken in with him the 
Abbet d& Elbene, and the Sizur de I Tſle Marivault , two perſons in 


whom of all others he repos'd the greateſt Confidence;and'where 


p] 


they were reading-a Scandalous * Libel , publiſh'd tothe King's 


diſhonour;, that had. been ſent the Duke that morning, The 


Confpirators, without taking notice who were in the: Wardrobe, 
vigoroully aſſaulted the firſt they met; and at their firſt entrance 
letting fly cheir Piſtols, berook themlclves to their Swords; crying 
out as loud as they. could, Kil, Ki: At this' noiſethe other fix 
(who, dazled with the Cupboard of Plate in the Hall , had Raid 
behind to pilter)) ran preſencly. ro their Fellows, and all together 
joyn'd in.the Aſſault ; The firſt that oppos'd their Fury1n the 
Wardrobe, was.Signior Raphael Girolami , a Florentine Gentleman, 
and Sorlin the Duke's Chicurgion ; the two 'Secretaries'; who 
werc alſo in che Chamber being for want of Arms able'to make 
no reſiſtance, But Sorlin drawing his Sword ; gave the Conſul: a 
fight hurt in the Head ; and Girolami on his fide, having firſtmor- 
tally wounded three of the Aflailants, was at laſt by a Piſtol ſhot 
laid dead upon the place ; fo that he being diſpatch'd, and' Sorlin 
deſperately wounded,the Conſul and the reſt of the Conſpirators, 
had free accels to the very door of the Cloſer; where they call'd 
out aloud to the Duke to yield, or otherwiſe he was dead- 

The Duke had already at the firſt uproar , not __—— by 


whom he was aſſaulted , nor whar ſecurity he might promile to 


himſelf from the afliſtance of his Domeſticks, and Friends, Bar- 


ricado'd 
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ricado'd upthe Door of his Cloſer, expecting a further light into uno 
this diſorder ; D* Elbene, and Marivault, who were both with him, 1588. 
having perſ[waded him fo to do', and with-held him from going VV 
out,! until he firſt underſtood the cauſe of this Tumule , which 
was yetutterly unknown. There were two Doors to this Cloſer, 
one at the- further end of a little Gallery , which was open; but 
there was no way to the {econd, bur chrough this Gallery, which 
' being dark, and ſo narrow-as only to admit onea breaſt; made 
the accels to the inner Door very. difficult, and dangerous : -{o thar 
 bythis means the Duke, and thole that were with' him, had a 
conveniency of \making ſome kind of reliftance , till they might 
be better inform'd of the bulineſs. And I have heard the Duke 
ſay, when talking ſometimes of this Muriny , that in the-heart of 
the Action, he remov'd with one hand , and with great facility, - 
unwieldy Truncks ; and Cheſts, to Barricado up the Door , 
which, after he hada little compos'd himſelf,and thought it neceſ- 
ſary to .go out ,: they-:could not ſcarce all three;, with all their 
ſtrength united, remove again to their places. 77.10 

Ar the ſametime that the Aſſault began , che * Tocqueſainrung an Atrrm 
throughout all the Churches in' the City; at which Signal, the Bell, which 
people ran on all fides to Arms, lodging themſelves in the Houles |,, iv 
neareſt adjoyning tothe Caſtle; . moy'd ſo.todo by the outcry of Fraxcero 


che:Confſpirators, diſpers'd into the'ſeveral quarters of the Town, ,, +." 
that the Hugonots: had poſſeſt themſelves of. che Caſtle. mule, or Ins 


Inthe mean time the Conſpirators' immediately appointed for '**<&ti9"s 
this execution, and who were order'd to follow thoſe already got 
in with the Conſul, attempting to poſſeſs themſelves of the Gate 
of the Caſtle, that they mighr ler:in the people,, who:came run- 
ningin-Arms from all parts, were oppos'd by:ſome of the Duke's 
Gentlemen, who were walking wirhout in the baſeCourtto attend 
his going abroad { of which the chief were Ambleville, Beaure- 
paire, Sobole. the elder, Lartigue, and ſome: others. Neither was 
their Deſign prevented without fighting; for Beaurepaire,being 
kill'd with the blow'of an Halbert,  and-ſome of the Guards be- 
ing knock'd down by him, other of the Duke's Gentlemen, who 
were walking t a further diſtance 'trom the:Gate, perceiving what 
they were about; -made all the haſte they could., and: came: time. 
enough to get in before the Gate-was. quireſhut, amongſt whoa 
were the 'Count:de Brienne , the Duke's Brather-in-law ,. Miran, 
Gohas, la Coite, and Des Emars. :/ | E4 VV 
All theſe Gentlemen being joyn'd together ,; and baving with 
much ado ſhut the;ontward Gate;and left a ſufficient Guard to de- 
fend ir, ran up the Stairs to [ec what was: become - of the Duke; 
” ; | N _ where 


go. 
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Anno where nvetion no body to enquire of , they believ'd him to be 


1588. certainly dead, and all thoſe that were with him: Bur after ha- 
LY ving a little recolle&ed themſelves from the aſtonifhment fo 


ſtrange a ſolitude had begot in them , and having gathered toge- 
cher ſuch other Gentlemen, and Souldiers , of the Duke's Guard, 
as they could find in the Caſtle, they relolv'd to ſer upon the 
Conlul, and his Aſſociates, and to thar purpole made dire&ly tor 
wards the Duke's Chamber, the only part of the Houſe from 
whence any, noiſe was to be heard. 

The Conſpirators ſecing themſelves alone , the Gare of the 
Caſtle ſhut, che Duke's Friends, and Servants got together , and 
united, and (which moſt of all perplex'd chem) that the people 
could not force their entrance ſo ſoon as was requilite for their 
ſafery, would yettry by the ſame Door by which they had entred, 
£0 recover the principal Tower of the Caſtle , and ro make that 
good, till they mighr be reliev'd from without: Bur the paſſage 
was ſo ſtoutly maintain'd by the Gentlemen, and thoſe of the 
Guard, who were joyn'd to them, that the Conſul being mortal- 
ly wounded , and ſome other of his Complices more (lightly 
hurr,the ardour of their firſt reſolution began apparently to cool, 
their Enemies being poſleſt of the only pals, by which they were 
to expect a prompr, and neceſlary ſuccour. 

Acthis new uproar in the Wardrobe, the Duke having, amidſt 
ſo great a confuſion of voices, diſtinguiſh'd ſome of them co be 
his own people, (allied ourof his Cloflet with the Abbor D'Elbene, 
and Marivalt ; ſo thattheſe ſallying out with Sword, and Piſtol, 
by the Doorof the Clofler, whilſt che other Door towards the 
Hall was made good by the Duke's Friends , che Conſul and his 
Complices found themlſelyes beſet on all fides ; and ſceing no 
hopes of lafery by the way they had in vain, and with many 
wounds atrempted to paſs , 'they reſoly'd ro get out by a 
third Door of the ſame Wardrobe, which yec remain'd free, and 
that led by a back way to the forementioned Tower , and accord- 
ingly carrying off the wounded Conſul with them , recover'd a 


_ lirrlepairof ſtone Stairs, the only refuge was left them , and 


' Jows, asthey had ſu 


wherethey intended todefend themſelves to the faſt man: nei- 
ther wanted they means ſoco do; for being all arm'd, which nei- 
ther the Duke nor any of his Followers were, and reſolute Fel- 

Eciendy made it appear; and having only. 
a narrow pair of Stairs to make good , chey were not to be al- 
ſaulred, bur with infinite hazard,in a place of fo great advantage : 
which made the Duke reſolve upon putting fireto the Stairs , to 
the end he mightthere, as it were belieg'd, keep them in. 


Whilſt 


_y 
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Whilſt theſe things were doing within the Caſtle, a Maid came Anno 
running, and told the Duke, thatche Conſuls Brother, with a .1588. 
grear. number of armed Men; were upon entring by a holechey CY 
had made inthe» Wall, on that fide next the Curtain ; which 
made him immediately repair thither , as where his preſence was 
moſt neceſſary, leaving only three of his Guard to make good 
the Stair-foot, where the Conſul and his Confederates. were, that 
chey might atremptnothing'in his abſence. Ar his coming into 
the Court he faund the Conſul's Brother, and another with 
him, . already enter'd the place, who both of them ſtrove with in» 
credible valour, to make way forthe reſt : Bur the Duke having 
ſoon kill 'd the firſt with his own-hand , the other being no berrer 
handled by his Followers ; and having left a ſufficient Guard up- 
on the place, heran preſently to another Alarm , no leſs dange- 
xous,: than this he had already taken ſo good. order in:1' For the 
Conſpirators without having (as we have ſaid before) been able 
to force the great Gate, by reaſon of the yigorous refiftance the y 
had met there, were run to another little Poſtern, that no body 
dream'd of, with fireto burn it down ; by which means, and by 
a petard they had allo. gotto:blow it open , they doubted nor to 
force their entrance that way ;- but the Duke arriving opportune- 
ly upon the place, with ſome fifteen he had rallied together, after 
a dangerous, and obſtinate Conflict, bear back the Ailailants,and 
ſo fortified it for the future, that ir was impoſſtble for them after- 
wards to force that pals. dork 2-4; 1 

Whilſt che Duke. was thus buſie without, thoſe who-were with 
the-Conſul upon the Stairs , ſecing the paſſage now guarded by 
only the three Souldiers, who had been left to that purpoſe , ar- 
tempted ro make their way; and to eſcape; which they hop'd 
rhey might do whilſt the Duke; and his Servants, werecliewherc 
employ'd; intending afterwarc'sto force-ſome of the Ayenues (ic 
being;impoſſible they ſhould be-all-well guarded , the:Duke ha- 
vingſofew abouthim) and to:let in the reft of their Confede- 
rates;to their ſuccour ; Butthe-Duke, wich-marvellous diligence 
preſenting hin{elf in all places where there was any ſuſpicion, of 
danget;coming:opportunely in,when they: were alrcady diſputing 
- itwithihis Guards; and having,by the death of one of the Inbabi- 
rants, whom hediſpatch'd with his own hand , beaten þack' the 
reſt, defeated them of all further hopes, of- eſcaping; our. of his 
Power. in whichencounter hexan an exceeding great:hazard, for 
the Stairs upon-which they faught:, baving; been! already looſened = 
in the\-Joynts--by-the heatof the-fire , and moreover ſhaken by 
the agitation of the Combatants:, could:no' longer ſupport - ſelf 
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Anno from falling down with a ſudden ruine, the flep whereon-the 
1588. Duke ſtood only remaining firm, who withour lo miraculous a 
LY fortune had certainly periſh'd in the fall. Miran, 2 Gentleman of 


good underſtanding and great courage, told me ſome- years ago 
this Story : itt which as he had himſelf a particular ſhare,' fo has 


he often afſur'd me , rhat withour the Duke's perſonal courage, 


- great vigilancy, and noble reſolution he did believe they had ne- 


ver elcap'd that eminent peril ; that in his life he never ſaw a man 
ſo conſtant in all kinds of danger; and that as they who had 
faithfully ſerv'd him inthis occafion had doubcleſs delery'd very 
well athis hands, ſo ſtood they no leſs obligd to him for cheir 
own preſervation, than he to them for his, having done more to- 


wards it it his own ſingle perſon, than almoſt all the reſt , all 


their endeavours put together. | 
The Inhabitants, who had this while poſleſt themſelves of a 


Houſe call'd the Queens Caitle, ſeparated only from that wherein 
the Duke was aſſaulted by a little Court, and of equal - height 
with ic , by powring continual ſhot in ar the Windows, 


which werevery large, and high, did not a litcle incommodate 


the Duke, another inconvenience ro be provided againſt; 'as ic 
ſpeedily was, and (as that had already done for the other defects 


of the place)ſowell, that ic was almoſt impoſſible by ſtrengrh of 


hand to force him. - rr, 
Theroil, and buſtle of this Aion having been ſudden; and 
violent, and the Fightalmoſt unintermitted from the beginning, 
the Dukeand thoſe with him found themſelves ſo weary , and 
their trengrh ſo abated, that to refreſh themſelves, and to reco- 
ver a litcle breath, the Duke call'd for ſomething to drink ;; bur 
upon examination there were but four Bottles ot Wine, no Wa- 
ter atall, and very little, and that courſe Bread, to be found in - 
all the Caſtle, neither was there any more'to be hop'd for, the 
Inhabitants being asthey were Maſters of all: the Kitchins, and 
other Offices, asalſo of a 'Well in the back Court:; which» could 


not poſſibly be recover'd from them, an irreparable , andunex- 
pectediinconvenience ta the Duke and his Followers , who faw 


themfelves at once affaulted with Enemies, within, and withour, 
and more vislently with- hunger, andthirft ; ewo Enemies they 
could the worſtdefend themſclvesagainſt., a condition in-which 
they continued for two dayes, and one night, and wherein, the 
Duke's:conſtancy is :no-lels ro be admir'd , than in fo gattantly 
defending-himſelf againſt the violence of his armed Adverfaries, 
the neceſſities of Nature being much harder to be contended'with- 


al, than the moſtobſtinate atremprs/of the moſt reſolure Enemy. 


Hitherto 
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- Hithereo the Duke law no ignsof ſuccour, Tagent his Couſin, ' Ani 


and Lieutenant in that Government was at Xaintes , with the 


—— 


1588. 


Troops, and the Cittadel , wherein he had a truſty Servant, had WV 


made no ſhew of ftanding for him, having not ſo-much as made 
* one Cannon,or Mulquet ſhot againſt the City : For the Conſul 
who was tio leſs circumſpe& than valiane, having, when he firſt 
plotted the Deſign of this Enterprize , forgot nothing, thar 
might any way contribute to the ſucceſs , had: cunningly drawn 
Bordes Gavernour of the Cittadel into the Town , under colour 
of ſome important Buſineſs he was to communicate co him, and 
had thereſeiz'd of his Perſon ;,. ſo that atthe ſame time the Duke 


was firſt aflaulted in the Caſtle, they who had Bordes in cuſtody, 


brought him before the (z:ttadel,and with a Dagger at his Throar 
commanded him to yield icup : [but he ſcorn'd to do a thing fo 
unworthy of himſclt in {o great an exigency , atid his Licutenanc 
remain'd alſo firmin his duty, though it be true that the regard 
he had to his Captains ſafery madehim forbear to ſhoot; till the 
laſt extremity. | | 2 iff 41.05. p | 

As if the Duke in ſo eminent a peril werenot ſufficiently diſ- 
quicted with his own.troubles, he had yer preſent before his eyes 
the danger to which the Dutcheſs his Lady was' expos'd; who, 
being a little before the rumuk began gone out- of the Caſtle 
towards wn” rr to hear Maſs, was ſciz'd upon by the Inha- 
bitants, as ſhe was retiring towards the Citadel, the way to the 
Caſtle being ſhut up: Her two Gentlemen Uſhers, the one call 'd 
Piar, andthe other Seguencio, bravely offer'd-to make ſome reſ1- 
ſtance, but were both wounded to death , whilſt they held her by 
the Arms ; ſo that their Blood flew upon her Cloaths « Neither 
was the Dutcheſs alone arreſted after this manner , matiy-of the 
Dukes Gentlemen who were abroad inthe Town, O_o 
thing, being alſotaken-priſon ers; of which la Caree, fince ( amp- 


Maſter tothe Light Horle of Frence, was one , with St, Meſme, | 


Blere, the Baron de Coſe, de Ramel, 'and many others, 

In theſe extremities, ro which the Duke was reduc'd, he ler a 
Footman by a Ropedown the Caſtle-Wall , onthat ſide towards 
the Park, to'carry Tagentiintelligence of the: dariger he was in : 


bur the Fellow was-no ſooner down, than intetcepred by the In-. 


habirants, who had every where fer Guards tothac purpoſe :not- 
withſtanding which; owo of the Duke's Gentlemen, being gone 
early abroada Hunting $7 and upon the noile of the Tocqueſam 
they heard from the: City, being return'd | upon the ſptir up 
to the very-Grafle of-rhe (Gttadel, ro know the meaning of it, were 
foon cnform'd, and as{oonturn'd full ſpeed to carry Tagenr the 


news, ; 
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news, who by them recciv'd the firſt intimation of the Duke's 
danger. | .- = 

1 agent, upon the arrival of theſe twoGentlemen ; icaus'd the 
Trumpets immediately to ſound to Horſe , and preſently mount- 
ing with what Cavalry he had, arriv'd with all poſſible diligence 
at. the Gates of Angouleſme : Itwas in a time when the Duke could 
hardly bold out any longer againſt hunger and thirſt , which for 
ewo whole days he had ſuſtain'd , withouri/any kind: of refreſh- 
ment, that little proviſion before mentioned having been equal- 
ly divided amongſt his Friends, the Duke diſdaining to as cue 
hisownlife longer than he could alſo ſupport ſo many brave per- 
ſons; as ſo franckly expos'd chenalclyes to all hazards for. his 

The, people had in the. mean time continued their firſt 
Fury, , \in which they had: been afſifted-, and advis'd by 
ſevcral Gentlemen of the Countrey ,, who took part with the 
League; whereof. thoſe of chick note were Here, -a man 
who was a particular Servant to the Duke of Guiſe, and who had 
been bred up in, his Family; la Meſſeliere, Leſ-Bouchanx, de Mac- 
queville, and ſome others who were drawn into that FaQtion, by 
the ſpecious pretenſe of Religion , a Colour by which:moſt men 
of that time were pre-poſleſs'd, and abus'd. : Theſe having inve-. 
ſed the Caftle on all ſides, had ſummon'd the Duke co -Surren- 
der, with offers of free Quarter, and Bag, and Baggageto him, 
and his; a Summons to. which the: Duke: had ſmartly reply'd, 
That he, would rather chooſe to die , than 0. receive the leaſt courteſie at 
their hands; and that be hop'd e're long to reduce them to ſuch a ſtraight, 
that they ſhould be glad to receive conditions at his. 1... 

It ſhauld ſeem that in this occaſionthe Duke's Enemies. would 
alſo give his Dutchefs an opportunity wherein to manifeſt her ge- 
nerous. Spirit, that ſhe might ſhare with her Husbandiin the Ho- 
nour of . jo handſome an Action; for having already found there 


* Was no good to bedone upon the Caſtle by any violent means - 


they. could pradiiſe againſt ir, they threatned the Dutcheſs, that 


unleſs ſhe did per{wade the Duke her Husband to make: a ſpeedy 
Surrender, .they would make her ſerve; for -a Gabion- before the 
place, whither they accordingly led her ;..fuch wererhe Comple- 
ments wherewith a Lady of her Birth ,” and Quality was encer- 
tain'd by theſe rude people : but ſhe, without being mov'd wich 
their threats, made anſwer to thoſe, who calk'd ſo impudently ro 
her, That did the Duke her Husband's Reſolution ſtand inineed of in- 
couragement, ſhe ſhould ber ſelf deſire to be preſented beforehim , that 


ſhe might fortifie bim to perſiſt in his defenſe : but that being altogether. 


unneceſſary 
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unneceſſary, their menaces to ber were much more impertinent, that Anno 
nevertheleſs ſhe could not but wonder, at their inſalence , and that ſhe 1588. 
durft venture to Propbeſie , ſhe ſhould e're long make themrepent it ; 
and afcerwardsturningtowards Mere, who of all others had been 
the moſt uncivilto her, ſhe reproach'd him with his barbatous 
carriage, in ſo handſome Language , with ſo maſculine a cou- 
rage, and ſo graceful an indignation , as if ſhe had foreſeen all 
the good ſuccels, thap ſoon ater hapned in this buſineſs, contrary 
co all humane expectation. | 
The enterprize of which we are now ſpeaking had been carried 
on with that ſecreſie, and had ſo ſurpriz'd the Duke, and his Fa- 
mily, that there were only cighr of his Guards to be found inthe 
Caſtle, when this buſineſs began , all the reſt having been trapt 
inthe Town; which ſmall number were notwichſtanding ſo 
conveniently diſpos'd into places of moſt danger , and were (o 
expert in the uſc of their fire Arms , that it was obſerv'd they 
never ſhot in vain ; a dexterity that has ſince grown coſuch a ha- 
bit1n all who have {ucceeded in that employment, that they have 
ever ſignaliz'd chemſelves by their Activity, and Valour, above all 
others upon all occafions, and by thoſe qualiries acquir'd ſo great 
a reputation ; that the late King intending to raiſe a Troop of 
Dragoons (as he did) for-che guard of his own perſon, did thena 
the honqur to chooſe ſix out of the Duke's company, to ſettlerhe 
Order, and Diſcipline of thac Troop. 1 - 
If the Duke werchimlſelf yigorouſly aſlaulkked wichous, he no 
leſs importun'd the Conſul, and his Complices within che Caſtle, 
who nevertheleſs defended them(elyes with greac reſolution z but 
ſecing themlelves pre(s'd upon bythe fire , that by lircle and licle 
ſill encreas'd upon'them 3 by hunger likewiſe , and the Sword, 
and findingthemſclyes weakned: by: their wounds tothelaſt ex- 
tremity, their Ring-leader at thepoint to die, and themlclyes our 
of all hopes of relief, they let one of their company by cloath 
cut into ſhreds, and tied together, down /into the Caſtle Ditch, 
to acquaint the Sub-Conſul , whole name was Corliey, with the 
condition they were in 3 who preſently aſſembling the people, 
and con{uking wih them abouc-theis Friends neceſlxy, it was 
ſoon xreloly/d upon, thatthey ſhould come rp /Propoliciens of ac- 
commodazign; in order to which-the Sub-Comnful preſeaced/him- 
felt before the Caſtle, and gemanded a Coofcrence ; which be- 
ing granted, the Abbor D*Elbene, and Ambleville drew near to par- 
ley with bim. | | 7 
But before they could come to! any concluſion , the Conlul, 
and thole-with hin being reduc'deo a final necefſizy, had m_ 
r 
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WY lence (though the Conſul died of his Wounds before the 'end of 


dred themſelves upon the Duke's word, which notwithſtanding 
he punctually oblerv'd to them withour the leaft injury , or vio- 


the Action) yet as {0on as he had them in his power, he order'd 

chem to write tothoſe of the Ciry, what danger their lives were 
in, ſhould they any more offer ro aflaule che Caſtle :'' A Policy 
that oblig'd their Relations ſo to-importune the Sub-Conſul to. 


conclude the Treaty, [that he again rerurn'd to the Caſttle to in- 


creat the Duke, that 4mbleville , and D*Elbene might come into 
the City to Treat with them, which Ambleville abſolutely refus'd 
to do; it being, as he conceiv'd, inconfiftent with his Honour, to 
abandon the Dukc in atime of ſo preardanger : So that the Abbor 


(lufhcient' Hoſtages being firftisfdeliver'd in for his ſecurity ) 


was fain to go outalone, and was immediately conducted to the 


 Town-Hall. 


The Abbot had by his dexterity brought things to ſo'igood a 
forwardnels, that the Accommodation was upon the point to'be 
concluded, rothe Duke's Honour and ſatisfaQtion, when le Mere, 
who would by no means loſe fo fair an opportunity of ſacrificing 
the Duke, tohis Maſterthe Duke of Guife's- hatred”, broke 'off 
the Treaty, by promiting the people aſpeedy, and infallible ſic- 
cour from the Vicount D* Aubeterre; who ( as he faid) having re- 
ceiv'd expreſs Orders from the King ,” was with all-poſſible-dili- 
gence coming in to their aſſiſtance; 1 91 TRL BAS 1 
- (The Abbor then muſt returrto the Caftle,' which he'did, not 
without ſome danger; ſo thigh/ was the inſolence of the people 
rais'd by :this liccle beam of -hope;'though falſe, andiimpos'd up- 
on them.. Every one.now'ranagain to his Arms, which they em- 
ploy'd with greater. violence than/before ;'the Drums, the Tocque- 
ſain; andthe clamours of the Sedicious rabble, indifferently com- 
pelling,..as well the Nobility, and Gentry, - as the Commons; ' as 
well thoſe who wereaverſeto the League, as the Leagters'rhem- 
ſelves to joynin thecommon' miſchief. They hop'd 'by a®Perard 
which they intended.to apply to. x part of -the-Caſtle-Wall,-they 
knew to be very weak, to. make at{ufficient breach ts enter ar : 
which accordinglyiplaying, andhaving: wrought ſome'tffe&t, the 
Gentsy,:and the people preſented themſelves with great courage 
tothe Afſaule; buecthey found'greater in the Defenda'tits; who! 
though. very few.i. compariſon of the Aﬀailants, after #lohg dif- 
pure, forc'd thern to retire, with thelo(sof 'xgreat many 'very :re> 
{ſolute men. renecd 41282 © 

 Thenext day about three ofcthe clock inthe'morning,- the In- 
habigants-heardithe/T rumpers of the Duke's Cavalry,” who wete 
| h n | led 
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led by the-Sieur de Tagtht to his Relief . the feporr of. wholc Mx 
rival having pur life 'into, the.Commanders and Souldiers of the 
Citadel; they began-to. ſhoot againſt the City, which illthenchey 


had never done :-; And if the arrival of this ſuccour encouraged 


rhe one party, it no leſs cold the fury, and obſtinacy of the other ;. 


who.now began ſubmiſhyclyo ſucfor a conclution of the: Treaty, 


Am 
ors, 


which: they had ſo inſolently broken off che day before , and ſcene | 


againto. entreatthat the Abbot D'*Elþene might, once more come 
' out tothat purpoſe; a,requeſt, the Duke made then ſome difh- 
culry. to grant, .chough in truth be had the greateſt reaſon to defire 

| The Abbot neyertheleſs went! out the ſecond time into. the Ci- 
ty, but as vainly as before ; for the Baron de Towverae, withymany 


other Gentlemen of the League being arriv'd, and amongſt others 


La-Caze, Quaner-Maſter to the Vicount D' Aubeterre's Compan 
of ( 1iraſSiers, put new vigour into the Inhabirants 3 La-( axe al. 
ſuring them, thatthe next morning the . Vicount would infall;- 
bly come to their ſuccour , with three hundred Horſe, and five 
hundred Foot ; by which the Citizens. being re-aſſur'd , they now 
breath'd nothing but War, the common people being ever as for- 
ward to entertain raſh and giddy reſolutions, as they are uſually 
backwards, and cowardly in the execution. of chem. | 
The Abbor was therefore again to recover the Caſtle ,' and that 
with greater danger than before, being firſt carried to. the Gates 
of the Citadel, and there conſtrain'd with a Dagger at his Throar, 
ro forbid the Souldiers from ſhooting any more againſt the City 
which nevertheleſs they did not forbearto do : The Duke(preſs'd 
upon now morethan ever by thoſe of the City) having found 
means, fromthe high Tower of the Caſtle, to give a ſign to the 
Commanders of the (ttadel,who might eaſily | ir to ſhoot con- 
tinually, foto divert the fury of the Enemy, that ſo violently al- 
ſaulced him; a Command fo well underſtood, and lo readily 
obey'd, that the confuſion was now far greater in all parts of the 
City, than hitherto ic had ever becn. Neither had it ceaſed ſo 
ſoon, .had notthe Sieur de Neſmond, chick Juſtice of the place, A 


man of /great authoricy amongſtthem , and no leſs conſiderable 


for his quality, than his Employment, with ſuch of the principal 
Magiſtrates, as had not conſented to this tumult , reſt old 
all rheir intereſts together to pur an cnd to the buſineſs, __,  -, 
To that purpoſe therefore they aſſembled arthe Biſhops Palace. 
This Prelate Charles de Bony by name , an lcalian by birth, _ 
| long govern'd that Dioceſs with grear reputation of Yertue, a 
Piery, could nat withour infinite ſorrow behold theſe confuſions, 
| | | ©, _..... thougy 


to jJoyn 


- © —  —_ > 
-_ 

" ah. 

» 


” OM —— 


TT” EF __—— th 


Jin - 
1588. 


4 
tobe 


chough wichoriz'd by the League,” and palliated with the pretext 
YN pre well diſpos'# Citizens, having confider'd the peril the Cj- 
ry wasttr"'as alſo their own patticutar danger, who wetelikely 


tvoly'dinthe common ruine,, uniting themlelves againſt 
the ſefrions, 'with forme Gentlemen of Quetty of the Country 
(whoÞting com it1 at the noiſe of 'this diforder, had ſtood neu- 
rers dutitig rhe whole Action) fent two of the moſt eminent 
amongft'them to the Duke, toeritreat him, that he would pleaſe 
ro confent that the* Capitulation, which had been agreed upon 
the day before with the Abbot D'Elbene, might be Sign'd, and Ra- 
tihed by Tagent, who was with his' Cavalry in the Suburbs; a 
requeſt ws readily granted by the Duke, who was now-no longer 
iz condition, had he been ſo diſpos'd;to refuſe it. 3 pTTET 
It hadriow been above forty hours ſince the Duke, or any of 
chaſewho were with him in the Caſtle had' either drank}, or 
eater! ;* their powder was all ſpent , the mien for the moſt parr 
wounded; "and thoſe who were ner, ſo worn out with watch- 
ing, faſting, and contipual labour , that it was their courage on- 
ly thatdi& fupport them ; a ſupport that would ſoon have fail'd 
King 'with their lives, had the Befiegers known their neceſlnies, 
which were ſuch asifleſh and{blood could no longer endure: 
Bur God,: who referv'd'the Duke for better occaſions, was pleas'd 
ro deprive them of thatknowledge; and fo to order things ; thar 
the impatitnce' of xwo ſhore hows deliver'd him from that emi- 
nent, and ' apparent” danger. '''The Abbot 'D'Elbene therefore 
went out"the third, and laſt time into the City; and; together 
wich the 'Inhabicants _ to Tagent ; who, to the Duke's 
orcat aſtoniſhment had all this while ſtood an idle SpeRator, 
withour once endeavouring to enter the Town to his ſuccour : 
'Tistrue, heſign'd the Capitulation , which was all che ſhare he 
had in this belfels: Bur the Articles were no ſooner Sign'd, 
than'they immediately fell to breaking down the Barricadoes, the 
people rerir'd every one to their own Houles , and the Dutcheſs 
of Eſpernon was condu&ted to the Caſtle by the aforeſaid Abbor. 


The end of Where being come, after ſhe had given the Duke her Husband 


the Attion. 


X 


foie tender ,' and affe&tionateteſtimonies of joy for his delive- 
tance';” the firſt ching ſhe did, in return of 'the'barbarous uſage 
ſhe had receiv'd, was to mediate their Pardons', by whom ſhe 
had been fo ill us'd, with the Duke ; who , though he had me- 
dirated a ſevere Revenge upon them, who bad committed ſo grear 
an outrage againſt him., was notwithſtanding content © ſur- 
render his Animofitics to the generous interceſſion of this Ver- 
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tuous Lady. He moreover (er thoſe he had taken Priſoners wich uno 
the Conlul, at Liberty, conſented that Mere, with the other Gen- \15g8, 
tlemen of his Parry , ſhould retire co their own Houles, giving CY 
them a Conyoy of Light Horſe for their defenſe; and by a no- 
table effe&t of Generolity, and good Nature , having reſtor'd the 
dead Bodies of the Conlul, and his. Brother ro their Relations, 
and Friehds, he permitted them to be buried with publick Ob- 
{cquies. ewes | | 

Laftly, he (o franckly pardon'd all thereſt of the Cirizens, that 
not any one of them, who would afterwards live in Peace, 
could eyer perceive in him the leaſt memory of any former un- 
kindneſs, but on the. contrary, recciv'd from him all the good 
Offices, and gentle Uſage they could expe&t from a man, they 
had never oftended: by which exceeding Clemency:, and by the 
proteCtion both che City and Country receiv'd from him, for 
the ſpaceof fitty years, which he, afterwards held that Govern- 
ment, he ſo won the hearts of that. people, that there was not 
one of them who would not chearfully have ventur'd Life, and 
Fortune for his Service, and who have not, to this hour, his me- 
mory in great Vencration, as the Father, Proteor, and Reſtorer 
of their Country, | : IN OY ns Þ 

The King — © "8H who was ever {o intent upon his own The King 
Afﬀairs, as to let no occaſion ſlip, that he conceiv'd might any of N-vore 
way ſerve to advance them'; foreſccing that after the ;Allembly — 
which was to be holden at Blows , he ſhould certainly have Duke over 
all che Forces both: of the King , and the League bent joynt- ©? his Party; 
ly againſt him, had-not fail'd to jab tro the Duke upon his retire- 
ment from Court, (a time very proper to have taken his Re-' 
ſentments in the heat , had he been a Male-content) with offers 
of as high, and honourable conditions, as he himſelf could poſ- 
fibly. have propos'd, it. he would joyn with him. To which the 
Duke equally firmin his Religion, and Loyalty , made anſwer, 
that he did belcech his Majelty to reflet upon the infinite oblj- 
gations he had to the King his Maſter ; and then he: did aflure 
himſelf, that bis ewn generoſity, would for ever condemn him 
of ingratizude, ſhould he abandon. his Service for any perſecution The Duke 
his Enemies could practice againſt him : After which; and many _—_ 

| k 1imſelt. 

humble, and reſpective thanks for his gracious offer , he gave 
him plainly, andreely to underſtand, that he would rather 'pe- 
riſh; than to live gblig'd:to any other for his prote&tion, than to 
hina who-was the ſole Author of; his Fortune. 

But.this Prince not checking, atthis firſt refuſal, would yer 
ery if in the buſineſs of 4ngoulefme ; by his own Actions, and 
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| _ Preſence, he could not work more e 


Fl ' apon the Duke, 


1588. than by the mediation of Agents, | he had/ hitherto: done ; and 
YN to that purpoſe, being advertis'dof this earerprize (though ar a 


rime when he was upon the point to fall upon the City; and/Ca- 
file of Clifſon, inche lower Poiftas, very conliderable places, and 
which in all apparence he was likely to carty) he nevertheleſs 
' gaveover the Deſign, to come tothe Duke's" Relief :-A'delibe- 
ration that ſome have believ'd, was not ſo much intended to re- 
ſcuerhe Duke from the danger hewas in, as to make uſe of that 
occaſion, in the Confuſion the Ciry then was, to ſeize upon ir 
to his own uſe, and to' rednce; ſo conſiderable a place into the 
handsof his own Party : But whatever his Deſign was, he mer 
intelligence by the way , that the Duke had already dilingag'd 
himſelf from his Enemies, and was ſettled ina poſture of fafety : 
| by which though he found he ſhould come too late ro do the 
Duke any Service, utiwilling nevertheleſs to loſe the thanks of 
his good intention, he ſent to congratulate with him for his hap- 
Deliverance, whick'he ſaid was ſo much the more glorious to 
od. as it was wrought out of himſelf , and cffeRed by his own 
Valour, and Conftancy , advifing him wichal-to confider how 
many of thelike attemprs he was to expect from his Enemies ma-- 
lice; withal once more offcring to' joyn his Intereſts with his, 
and to run the ſame Fortune 'with kim in'all hazards. But the 
Duke anſwering fill with the ſame civility , and reſpe&t he had 
done before, withour ſuffering himſelf to be tempred fromthe 
duty heow'dto the King his Maſter , continued conftant'in his 
Reſolution, never'totake part with any, who were his-open and 
* declared Enemies: (72% ja? a: | 
In this place merhinks the Duke of Eſpernon is chiefly to' be 
confider'd, to make thence a right judgment of the greatneſs and 
- conftincy of his mind : He had ſcarce been ſeven years a Fayon- 
rite, when he ſaw-the Oe Ins of the League eady to 
fall upon him ; a body ſo formidable, and fo great, as having al- 
ready coniftrain'd the King himſelf to bow before 'it, -made- all 
thoſe of the Reformed Religion to tremble at its motion';, no 
Authority was able to ſtop it,,no Power to reſift it., yet conld it 
never ſtatclerhis young Dukes conſtancy : But 'on the'conerary,, 
though'he ſaw bimſ*lt forſaken by the King, and expos'dto the 
malice of his Enemies ; though he faw the people;in his owh Go- 
veriiments, rais'd in-murioy againſt 'him, and all things as 'it 
were conſpiring together to his Ruine, yer could he noreyen*in 
theſe extremities ever ſubmirtotlic King of 'Nevarrt's Protecti- 
on, though offcr'd,- and ſv handſomely offeted to him :+ bat 
EY eee 2? chough 


Boox II, the Dukeorf Elpernon. 


though alone in his own Quarrel, at leaſt without other afſi- 
ſtance than of his Friends and Servants, he had yet the courage 
to defend his ownIntereſts, and the Service of his Prince, even 
againſt his Prince himſelf, who was now become General of his 
own Enemies; Yet had he ever ſo excellent a Government over 
himſelf, as to-do nothing contrary to his Conlſcience,or his Duty : 


So that not being to be mov'd either by che Menaces of the 


League, or by the Hopes he might reaſonably conceive from the 
aſſiſtance of thoſe of the Reform'd Religion , he ſubdu'd thoſe 
ewo Paſſions that exerciſe the moſt abſolute Empire over the 
minds of men, and that bear the greateſt ſway in all Humane 
Deſigns, | x2 


\ The end of the Second Book. 
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PaaRtdebg Hil the Dukes Enemies exercis'd hjsVertue with -———— 

+I” FI? theſe continual troubles , they. were themſelves court du- 
WING. no leſs afflicted with their own Ambition; The ring che 
Aﬀembly of the Eſtates was held ar Blog, where 2"k<**6: 
all things in outward ſhew:were dilpos'd in fa- 

; vour of the Duke of Guife : bur ſtill as he ap- 

proach'd nearer to his Object , the greacer the' height, and the 

more difficult the accels unto the place, tro which he aſpir'd, ap- 

pear'd unto him : That one remaining ſtep he was to climb, co 

reach the height of his deſires, ſeeming' to rile ſtill furcher: from 
him, as oft as he arrempred co gain ir, So- that tir'd our with: ſo 

many preſent difficulties, and apprehendipgyet more thole which | 
were to'come, 'tis ſaid he was often almoſt refolv'd ro leave off The Dake 
his Defigns, andtorely upon the King's Word; chat had ſooken an. 
afſur'd him the enjoyment of his preſent greatneſs,, wherein al- whether or 
fo hedonþbted nor without any great diffiquley ro maintain him- - ws "yas 
ſelf. The Duke of  Mayenne ,”/ cither jealous: (as ſome have cre his De: 
thought) of his Brothers Greatneſs, or elle of amore moderate 8» 
| cemper, 
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| temper, thanthe reſt of his Family, had often advis'd him to 


this Reſolution ; bur the Cardipal cheir Brother , and the Arch- 
biſhop of Lyons, were the Incendiaries, thar rekindled his dying 
Ambition, and that hurried him an to that precipice, into which 
chey themſelves ar laſt fell with him : *© They repreſented to him 
© by what infinite labours, and induſtry they had plac'd him in 


_ © thatheight to which he wasalready arriv'd ; Thar if he ever 


< had reſoly'd there to limit his defires, and to content himſelf 


& with a competent Fortune, he ought never to bave undertaken 
* thoſe pains, nor to have undergone thole dangers he had ſo 


\ *o9lorjoully, and ſo fortunately overcome; Thar the merit of his 


 *& Ambition : buttharif 


* Anceſtors had left him greatneſs enough to ſatisfie an ordinary 
p. ever had the thonght of riſing above 
them, as doubtleſs he had, the way wasopen to him, and that 
©© he hadalready overcome the greateſt difficulties : Thar the grea- 
*ter part of France ſtood for him, and that almoſt all Foreign 
* Princes, and States were fayotrable to him : That God” him» 
« ſelf ſeern'd to take his part, ' by giving him a negligent and vo- 
* luptuous Prince ; whoſe nature being ſoftned, and unnery'd by 
* ealc, and ſloth, had laid him open to his Deſigns: Thar it was 
© an caſie matter inthe condition himſelf chen was, to make him 
* ſure : That not ſuddenly ro do ic, it was to be fear'd the King 
* might recover from his Lethargy; and, looking into himſelf, 
* might re-aſſume his former vigour , and recover his almoſt loſt _ 
* Authoriry : Thar the very fear the King then liv'd in, ought to 
* be highly ſulpeRedto him : - Thar ne Counſels were ſo violent 
* and dangerous, as thoſe that proceeded from apprehenſion, or 
« extream neceſſity : Thar he infinitely deceiv'd himſelf, if he 
* chought there could be any ſafety for him (what promiſes ſoever 
© the King might make) in that height ro which he had already 
« rais d himſelt; Thatthe Fortune of a Subje& was never more 
< unſtable, and unſafe, than when it rendred him ſuſpected to 
*© his Prince : That he mult boldly therefore ſtep out of the qua- 
« lity of a Subje&t, if he would be out of the danger of a Sove- 
*reign. They further remonſtrated co him what Opinion all Eu- 
© rope, who were joyn'd 5 row in his Favour , what all good 
* Frenchmen, who were paſſionate in his cauſe, what all poſterity 
* (ro which he oughtto havea greater regard , than to the pre- 
* ſent) could have of his courage ; if the Duke of Guaiſe on 
* ſhould think himſelf unworthy of chat Dignity , co which all 
© the world beſides ſo gaſſtonately wiſh'd he mighr arrive : Thar 
* heoughtthen boldly ro end, whar he had ſo generouſly begun, 


* and ſogloriouſly purſu'd; and thatthough death it (elf ſhould = 
* follow 


BookIll. the Dake of Eſpernon. i0g 
© follow (which was not in the leaſt to be doubred) ic were not- Anno 
* withſtanding more honourable to periſh in ſo brave a Deſign, 1588. 
**than to ſurvive the. ſhame of not daring to perform it, | WY 
The Duke of Guiſe., whoſe ambirious and unquier Spiric The Duke 
was apt;criough to take fare at ſuch Counlels, as thele haughty, _— 
and mutinous Prelates were fit to. give, was ſoon per{waded to \n his firtt 
renew his former praRice ; and, as if he had only ſuſpended the refolucions. 
proſecution of his Deſigns to take a lirtle breath , char he mighe 
tall on with greater violence, he preſently ſent new diſpatches to 
Rome, and into Spain ,- ſtill more and more to fortifie himſelf in 
the Authority of the one, and Strength of the other, aſſuring fur- 
ther to himlelf atthe ſame time, either by promiſes , or threats, 
by himſelf or by his Adherents, almoſt all the ſuffrages of theſe- 
veral Deputies ot the Aſſembly : which the King , tro, whom all 
theſe practices were very well known, being enform'd; of; and 
then ſeeing the manifeſt danger he was in of loſing both his Au- 
chority, and his Crown, he determined to prevent the Duke by TheKing' 
Counlels as ſevere and bloody, as his own wete raſh and muti- "loves up: 
nous, and to cut him off before he. ſhould, have time to «feat 
what he had ſo politickly, and ſo dangerouſly delign'd - A. reſo- 
lution which,Eeing ſoon agreed upon with ſome of the Nobilicy, 
his Majeſty knew moſt faichfulco_ him , had the execution of ic 
withour further delay committed to eight of the five and forty. 
Thelſc five and forty were all of them Gentlemen of apprqved 
Valour, and for whoſe fidelity they who had recommended chem 
to the King, ſtood themſelves engag'd ; ſothat of this Company 
(ro which the number had given the name) his Majeſty miade his 
molt aflured Guard (the greateſt part of his Domeſticks being 
become ſuſpetted to him) and as ic were wholly entruſted the (ate- 
ty of his Perſon to their Fidelity, and care: 1 hey attended him 
where-ever he went, they nightly kept Guard in his Anti- Cham- 
ber ; and (as nothing is ſo powerful as benefits to win the hears, 
and affections of men) there was not one of them, who, belides 
his Salary of an hundred Crowns of Gold a month (-which 
was very much in thoſe times_) had not over and above either 
receiv'd, or had not yery good reaſon to expect, great recompen- 
ſes from his Royal bounty : So that theſe men being abſolutely 
ty'd to all his Majcſties Intereſts, it was no hard matter to induce 
them to make an attempt upon the Perſon of the Duke of Guiſe, 
againſt whoin the King had conceiv'd a violent , and implacable 
Hatred. [I ſhall here ſay nothing of the manner and circumſtances 
of the Death of this Duke, nor of that of the Cardinal of Guiſe 
his Brother, who at the ſame time came to the ſame violent endl 
NF P mo 
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Anno moſt of our Hiſtorians being particular 4n that Relation: but [ 
1588. 'can bear teſtimony that the Duke of Efpernondid neither then, nor 
LYN ever ſince approve of that execution ;  and:that although he had 


receiv'd very hard meaſure from the Duke in his life , he netwirh- 
ſtanding had his great qualitics-in high eſteem after his death, And 
indeed he had looften , and ſo generouſly employ'd thoſe rare 
Endowments for the ſafery and -henour-of the Kingdom / that 
his Vertue could never have been too highly commended; could 
he have added the qualities of a good Subject ,- tothoſe other ex- 
cellencies which rendred him one of thegreateſt men of his time. 

A ltle before the Duke of Guife's deathithe King had diſmiſt 
from Court the High Chancellor-(Chiverny, andthe 3texres de Be- 
lievre, and de Pilleroy., Secretaries of State, upon conſiderations 
that were then /yariouſly interpreted ; though the King would 
have the Duke of Eſptrnon believe, that the chief cauſe of Monn- 
fieur de Filleroy's diſgrace was the buſineſs of Angouleſme, 'which 


New Mini- his Majeſty wholly {aid to his charge ; and'that the Duke mighe - 


the better be confirm'd in this opinion, the Sieur de Revol, a parti- 
cular creature of the Dukes, one that was, under him, Comptrol- 
ler.of the Exchequer of Þ7ovence , and that had, no intereſt at 

Courtfavins his ProteCtion, was receiv'd into hisSlace. 
His'Majefty had no ſooner abſolutely derermin'd the Duke of 
Guiſe's' Ruine,than that foreſeebs the conſequences ſo bloody an 
executidn was likely zo draw after it, hediſpatch'd away Colonel 
Mphonſo Corſo, afterwards HMareſchal l'Ornano , to ſeize upon the 
Dukeof Mayenwear:Lyons, whete he then reſided ; which; it it 
couldhave been in time effe&ed, his Majeſty had in all apparence 
been ſecur'd from the greateſt part of thoſe miſchiefs which this 
a&tion afterwards produc'd : but the Duke, having receiv'd the 
news of his Brothers Deaths ſome hours before Alphenſs's arrival, 
was already in great diligence got to Horſe, and fled our at one 
Gate of the City as Ornano entred at another to ſurprize him, and 
by that means firft recovered Dijon, and afterwards Paris ,, with- 
out any impediment : Where he was no ſooner arriv'd, than that 
laying aſide that moderation he had euer manifcſted , during his 
Brother's Life, he'declar'd himlelt Head of that Party, he had ever 
till then, to his great Reputation, ſeem'd ro condemn, and draw- 
ing together all che Forces of the League that lay ſcatrer'd up and 
down in ſeveral places, he of them, withour ſtirring from Paris, 
made a very conliderable Army. | 

His Majeſty eafily judg'd that this ſtorm would ſuddenly break 

upon him, and fail'd nor , out of thar forelight , to call all his 
principal Servants about him, which nevertheleſs made up bat an 
Incon- 
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inconfiderable Bodly;rand-ſuch as could no ways ſecure him from Anno 
any atreinpt:ob the-Enemy : | So that he was advis'd co ſend once 1588. 
more is:the King:of |/Navarre, to intreat him to adyancewith his WV 
Troops tg his ſuccqur, which notwithftanding| the King nor be- 
ing-aþle'zo'perſwade himſelf ro:do;(his regard to Religion, and 

the teſpe he bore to the Pope, oppoling chat Counal); he: only 
atthaceme-fear Orders to'the Duke of :Eſperngn;” who hiad then a 
conſiderglle'Foxcoon Foot ro come'over to him; though afrer- 

wards, :and after many deliberations , being alſo difpos:d-to call 

in the King of: Navarre, | he ſencto the Duke, that before he put 
himſelf-upon his march; he ſhould farſt 'go. /ro this Pritice,,' to 

make the firſt overtures of  this:buſineſs to; him. The :Sier -de 
Beanjeu was purpoſely; diſpatch'dio the Duke with theſe Orders; 

which were no ſoonevietav/dbyhimcthanhedepancd from An- 
gowleſme-to go to St, Fran d' Angely.,/ where the/ King of :Navarre 

chen was ;.. and wherchhaving foting him well diſpos'd; and: very 

ready to do his Majeſty the: Service he deſired: of his" Perſon, 

and Faction , he immediately made himſelf: ready to go; to-rhe 

King ; who, ſceing his Enemies now ready tafall upon him, ' had The Duke | 
ſcor a new; and inftant Expreſs tothe Duke'inall: haſtero come, ©!422ef. 
and. joyn with him: which-expreſs Order to-ſatisfie. with the 
preateſtdilipence, he rather choſcto leavethe Negotiation he had 
already:ſo ſucteſsfully-begun with the King of Navarre, to the 
Dutcheſsof :Angoulzſme (who ſoon after brought it to effeR) than 

one moment to defer his attendanceon his Maſter in fo critical a 

time, /and on ſo-urgent an occaſion. 2 907 367; ut en 

_ Alltheſe great'tranſaQtions hapned ar Court, after the Duke of Anno 
Eſpernon bad retix'dbimlelt from thence. into his Governments. 1 589, 
Neither was he in his retirement, or in his choice of the place he 

retir'd unto, either unaCtive in himſelf, or ina Scene improper for 

his Majeſties Service; forhe was va ſooner difingagd from the 
enterprize.of Angoulſme, but chat he pur himſelf immediately in- 

to-a condition. to awe many of his ill Neighbours inthe adjoyn- 

ing Provinces, fo as cither to continue them in, or to make them 

return unto-their duty : For which purpoſe having increas'd his me 
Forces, thefirſt occaſion he had toemploy them was againſtthoſe 1% 5s 
of the Religion ; who having beſieg'd Periguex , and upon the ring bisre- 
point tomake themſelves Maſters or the place, at the Duke's ap- ec 
proach-rais'd the Siege in great diſorder, and retir'd not withour 

{ome conſiderablelols. | 

The Duke was after this preparing himſelf for greater enter- 
prin when Beaxjen brought him choſe foremention'd Orders 
rom the King, by whom having: underſtood the great prepa- 
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' Anno. rations che-Duke :of ;Mayenne made to come furlt 10! Blais;;:and; 
1589. from thenceto Tokrs, whithertheKing had theeuratr duchimaſelf; 
YN andknowing his Majeſty almoſt naked of All idefeniſe zrand as ic 
wereyexpes'd tothe violence: of his Enemjes:y, he thaiight je ne- 
ceſſaryrupon the inftantto move wich all his Farces thatway, and 
at thefartiecime by:a Gentleman to give tis Majelty actice of his 
motiori;chathe might receive his: Majeſties Corfmandsnponthe 
way: :By:which:Gentleman cheKing fent/him ,preſently word, 
char che:moſt importance ſcryice he could then:do him, was ro-pur 
| himfelfimeo Blop. For the Duke of : Mayemne.having refoly'd' to 
makehis firſt attempeuponthiarplace, cicber by che rujneiof the 
Caſtleito revengein part the! death: of: his rwo (Brothers; who 
there:lJaſt their lives;;''6r to-makedtharCiry(which by-irs vicinicy 
ro'Tomrs, | was very proper to:watth, all advyancages againft the 
King)his fear of War ; his Majeſty. conceiv'd there would: be 
liccle ſecuriry for him in 'Fours |, 4bould his Enemy-poſlels himſelf 
of thatPoſRt, and-hattherefore-bentall his:care, and endeayour 
to preſerve-it ourofi the power of the-League.: + 1. | 
. His Majeſty would have :puo the Margſchal'de Biron imco that 
place, andafterwards;/he having excus'd himſelf ,: che Moreſchal 
4 Aumont ; but both the onc, andthe other having refug'dithe dan- 
ger of idefending, andwith unequal Forces, a place;thatbeing in 
it ſel: open on allfides, wasnotwell to-be-defended, and tha 
was ta &xpetthe firſt fury:of the: League to'be bent: againſt ir, 
his Majeſty turn'd: bis thoughts towards the-Duke of ; 
and knowing that the difficulry:of 'the undertaking! wobki-be:no 
lite miorive to-make the Dukeembrace ic; his ' Majeſty ſent hin 
word; that the Mareſchals de Biron , and d' Aumont had! boch of 
chem already excus'd themſelves from that Employment, and that 
he only remain'd, from whole Valour and- Fidelity he could pro- 
milero himſelf ſo egnal, and ſohonourable a Service info difh- 
culr an undertaking, 'and in ſo dangerous atime ; that thedefenſe 
of that City was of prefling, and immediate concern; 'bur- that 
withalhe ſhould beinfinicely glad to ſec him, and that he there- 
forclefrit ro his own free choxce, and judgment , either toicome 
immediately to him, or to defer giving him that ſatisfaction, rill 
the occafion, which ar preſent call'd him another way, ſhould be 
The Duke's Paſt, and blown over. The Duke had then in his Army four thou- 
Forces. fand andfve hundred Foot, ' ve hundred Lighc Horle; and rhree 
hundred Harquebuſiers on Horſe-back, beſtdes other: Levies he 
had order'd ſhould be made inthe Coumry , which accordingly 
ſoon aftercame to' him , of which he detain'd three thouſand 
Foor, wich a proportion of Horſe for the defenſe of Blow, and 
| ; the 


Bovxdli weDukpof Elpertion!—© wy 


the re{}he tfent away roi the King under tho command of. Moticaſ= Annd. 
ſogaod dels Cute ; cram (which! borces bis: Majeſty receiv'd no: 1589, 
= -ioycbe :occaſfion :rhat ſoon: after hapned before. (YO 
Ours. © : | -\ragieC] 
The Nuke witheimeap time; ' accarding} to the King's. Qtder, 
took. hi te ee IG Libeny his 
relently 'to-repair to 


Majeſty:had Jo -freqly:giveni him, - (either p 
Coup, tadefer it till a fitrer feaſon) as! he oughtro.do.; the 
crivahinelfabligd by his-duty ,. rarhex.codeprive-himplf 
of that preſent Honour, and SatisfaRion, than any waysto neg- 
le&t tharSetvice.! was, axpeted) from. him:  Advancingithereforec 
with gl} diligence,-and his way lying throught bale, Jchert the 
ArchrBiſhgp of  £y0rchad becnderain'd Prifoner, ever fince the A generous 
_ deathof; the.Guiſes;:ibe! ( achauth the. Biſhop was: his: capiral 222" 
Enemy;:2nd.a manifrom :whom of all others he had receiv'd the 
moſt ſenfible injuries)! would neverrheleſ#sgoigive him: a vifitin 
the Callle..;The ſadefiate, andprefenccondition of, this Prelare, 
had ſo fas recancil.d dhe Dukewunto. him; thatin;return'of all for- 
mer injaries, afrerhe had ſometime entercain'd;/himwith- ſome 
conſolatory, Expreſſions, as towards his preſciag Fortune ; he after- 
wards made: him a-pramilſe, 2s: ſodn as.everihe ſhauld ſee the 
King, $0-labour wich all his Induſtry, - and: Intereſt, for. his En- 
largement y.as after-he did, itbeing one of. che: firſt Requeſts he 
made; and-obtain'd;;after hisreturnto Count. ! +! 
_ From thence, having:recover'drBlozs, heopitlencly fell-ro for- 
tying the-phace, and in'few.days pur it into-ſo good apoſture of 
Defegnls; :that ic would be no caſic mattror: co-force it.. He alſo 
ut into St. Olin, a little Town upon the Road; herwixr thar, and A 
Paris, the ( aunt.de:Brienne., his Brother-in-law, and the Sieur 
g' Ambleville , with: cight hundred Men, chd moſt part Horle ; 
which he did, not-{o.much out.ot deligato keep that place,which 
be knew was-notto he defended, as for lonie few days'to ſtop = 
the progreſs of the Duke of :Mayenne, and by that means:co give 
the King ſome leiſure to fortifie hinaſelt ; -A deſign that ſucceeded 
accordingly; forthe Duke of Mayenne not being able to carry 
this place by aſſaulc, and obſtinate inthe raking ot ir, having ftaid 
to lay a formal Siege, although he took ic iacheend, and in it the 1 44 
Count de Brienne, | Ambleville, and ſome other Gentlemen upon 
compoſition; yet baving loft four days time in the Ation, he 
gave lo much reſpice to the King, who had very greatnecd of ir, 
to prepare himſelf. This blockin the Duke of Mayenze's way, 
was perhaps none of- che leaſt things that concurr'd roche preſer- 
yation of the Royal Afﬀairs : bur whether ic were or no,che Duke 
my was 


_ 


no 
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ſelf upon an Enterprize of ſo lirtle moment, in: atime* when! no-! 

thing could be ſo advantageous as diligence ro: the "execution of- 

his Deligns. 5 | (200 
The Duke of Mayenne,meafuring by this ficit Eflay the oppo- 


ſirion he was likely co mecrwichal from the Duke” of: Hþernon at 


| Blois, /alter'd his defign of atrempring thariplate;, and'ireſoly'd: 


without furcherdelay co turn the torrent of his: Arms 'spont the 
Kipg himſelf,” and againſt the. City-' of Tours; where his Mijeſty- 
then refided. 3% 124 RTE SHHONOH 114t33q 3303 To 

- The King of Navarre had joyn'd himſelf with his Majeſty but! 


_ the day before, and had with his men.raket'up.his- Quarter! ii 


one ot:the Suburbs of the City; whom tis Majeſty being gone 
co. viſit in his Quarters, and\walking with himabroad;: the'ear- 
neſtneſs of their diſcourſe had unawares drawn them 6 far 6iit of 
the Suburbs, 'thar the Avane Coureursof' the Duke of Miyeane's 
Army miſt very little of ſurprizing them both-,-and conſequent-" 
ly of making anendof the War, almoſt as foon as begun * 'but 
the two Kings notwithſtanding being happily retir'd within their 


C 


| ſtrength, the Skirmiſh grew hot'on' both fides', and chen'iewas 


that the Duke of  +/yls Troops fignalized themlelves;-For 
Moncaſvin long, and bravely defending himlelt-in che very lace; 
and againſt the firſt fury of the Enemy , wasithere wounded'in 
the preſence of the King, who was himſelf Spectator ofthe Fiphe, 
and whoduring all which witha conſtancy farfrom any ſhew of 
that effemninacy his Enemies had ſo often laid ro-his charge him- 
ſelf gave the wbole direftion , and} continued -in the danger till 


the end'of the Action./. © - | 


The Duke 
re-inforc'd 
by new Sup- 
plies, 


The Duke of Mayenne being fruſtrated in his Deſign. upon 
Blows, and baffled before Tours, principally through the Duke's 
oppoſition, and thar of his Forces, ſecing nothing . wasnow:to 
be effeed, reſolv'dto retire withour-attempting any thing! fur- 
ther at thattime 3 upon which retreat hapned the toral diflotuci- 
on of his Army : whereas on the contrary , the Duke af 'Eſper- 
non's Forces grew ſtill greater in ſtrength , and reputation; who 
having lately receiv'd arecruit of fifteen hundred foot , and three 
hundred Dragoons, the Royal Army recciv'd a greater increaſe 
from thoſe Regiments he had brought over to. the ſervice; than 
from any other whatſoever. The King of Navarre had: natyer 
had leiſure to draw his Forces together, they being diſpers'd into 
ſeveral parts, as was moſt convenient for the preſervation of ſuch 
places as were in the pofleſſion of the Hugonar Party ; by which ir 
may caſily beimagin'd, the King could haye novyery conſiderable 

Army : 


Book III, theDmke of Efpernon, = nl 


Army; yet was itneceſſary to'make uſe of the diſorder the Lea- Ayno 
guerswerethenin, 'which oblip'd the King upon great probabi- '15V9. 
licies; and almoſt affurance of ſignal advantages to be reap'd by it, Vs 
to relolve upon in Tours; and to tnake direAtly for Paris. In 
this/March the King of Navarre commarnided the Vant-Guard of _ —_ 
the Army, and his Majeſty himſelf che main Barrel , reſerving the Rear-gvard 
comiiniand'of rhe Rear for the Dake of Eſpernon, and thar in the =_ 2 for 
very face of the'Mareſchals de Biron, and 4 Aumont , and of all the ng; 
other-Nobility who were then about his Perſon. | 
- Triwas at this time that the Duke came up tothe King , by The Duke's 
whotii ht was receiv'd with all the honotir and kindneſs he could 5174s 
expe& from his Majeſties'old Aﬀection to him , now newly re- and hisfa- 
viv'd bythe impottant Services he had ſo lately receiv'd from his 4am 
Fidelity, and Valour: And: then it was that his Majeſty , never 
thinking he could fufficiently evidencethe eſteem he had for him, 
endeavour'd (till better times ſhould render him capable of a ber- 
ter acknowledgement ) principally to ſatisfie him concerning all 
things that had paſt during his abſence from Courr, receiving him 
into adepree of greater Privacy, and truſt, chan he had ever been 
in, in his higheſt pitch of Favour, 

The Duke, that he might make a grateful return to thoſe infi- 
nite teſtimonies he receiv'd of the King his Maſters great affeftion 
to him, ſought on his partall occaſions to pleaſe him in all things; 
and knowing very well he could not give him a greater, nor a 
more ſignal ſatisfation, than to reconcile himſelf tro the Mareſ- 
chal  Aumont, a man very acceptable co, and in great eſteem 
with his Majeſty, but who had long been upon ill terms withthe = 
Duke; he went one day franckly to his Lodging , and without 
regarding the formalities uſual in ſuch Accommodations , there 
made him offers of Reconciliation, and Friendſhip , the greateſt 
violence imaginable to his own nature, of it ſelf nor caſte co be 
reconciled (an humour in which he has ever ſince perſiſted , but 
too obſtinately for the advantage of his own Affairs) but the de- 
fire he had to gratifie the King his Maſter ,overcame thar diffi- Amn/rar 
culry, whoſe grear Intereſt it was, thatthoſe few Servants, who © *** 
continued abour his Perſon, arid were faithful to him , ſhould 
live in perfect intelligence with one another. The Duke there- 
fore having embrac'd the Mareſchal, told him , ©© That he was 
* come with all freedom, and candour, to defire his Friendſhip, 
« as alſoto make him a tender of his; that the evil intelligence 
* they had (o long liy'd in could net but be prejudicial to his Ma- 
* jeſties Service, which chey both ſo zealouſly defired copro- 
* mote ; That there had no ofenſe paſt betwixc them , wherein 

| their 
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© their Honours could be any ways concern'd ; that if notwith- 


* tanding he had entertain'd ſome little diſcontents , he defir'd 
© him to uh etthem ; as for his part, and that ſincerely, he would 
* blot out all memory of his. The Mareſchah overcome by this 
generous, and unexpected freedom, as readily met the Duke in 


his courtefie, like a true Frenchman, laying open his boſom.to the 


reconciliation with more ſincerity , and affeQion than, ever: - 
Whercupon they both of chem went immediately to the King, 
who was not a little pleas'd at an Accommodation ſo. important 


| to his Service ; and having been particularly inform'd of the 


He enrers 
into higher 
favour than 


__ ever. 


Duke's manner of proceeding, gave it the favourable imterpreta- 
tion due to ſo noble an Aion, ſo that ſtill more , and moreen- 
creaſingthe eſteem, and kindneſs he had for him , he made jt ſo 
highly, and ſo publickly appear, as gave D' Avila occaſion to'(ay, 
he was re-eſtabliſh'd in the higheſt degree of Favour he had ever 
been, as it was effteually true, whatever D'Aubignt is pleas'd to 
writcto the contrary. 

The ſame D* Aubigne, a man very perfe& in calumny , and 
with which he continually beſpatters all the King's Actions, con- 


- trary to the truth known and receiv'd by all the world , ſays fur- 


The King's 
/ penerol's 
Reſolution. 


ther, That they had much ado to prevail with the King to march 


his Army out of Tours towards Pars ; that the King of Navarre 


was forc'dto uſe all manner of perſwaſton , and even a certain 
kind of violence to bring him to it : but beſides that all our Hi- 
ſtorians are contrary to him in this, the King was obſerv'd after 
the death of the Duke of Guiſe, to be ſo vigorous in all his ai- 
ons, that at Court they would ordinarily ſay, he had now re-aſ- 
ſum'd that Lions Courage, he hadfor ſome years ſuppreſt. His 
whole diſcourſe was nothing, bur of reigning with Authority, 
and of chaſtiſing ſuch as would not acknowledge him in their obe- 
dience, which his a&tions likewiſe confirm'd. In the attempt up- 
on the Suburbs of Tours, Mounſieur de Thou (as being ng 
with the King, and particularly all that day) gives this teſtimony, 
That although in this occaſion, which was very hot, his Majeſty 
was ſurpriz'din his Doublet only , he nevertheleſs gave orders 
with ſo much aſſurance, and gave ſo evident proefs of Valour and 
Conſtancy in ſogreat adanger , that the whole Army took it for 
a happy Omen, and every man by his Example fortified himſelf 
with Courage and Reſolution. In fine (whatever men may ſay 
of this Prince) 'tis moſt certain , that a Martial Diſpoſition go- 


vern'd in him, as he had ſufficiently madeit appear in his Youth, 


' when he was meerly led by his own natural inclination : but ic 
_ bs likewiſe true, thar being cometo the Crown, and having learn'd 


by- 


BookIIIl, the Duke of Eſpernon. "209 


by the miſcries of War, thar Peace is the greateſt good with which Anno 
a Prince can gratifie his people 3 he endeavour'd by all means 1589. 
(and doubtleſs too induſtrioully )re eſtabliſh thac happy Govern- VV 
ment in his Kingdom. To this end were all his Policicks (which 
as I have ſaid) he made his ordinary , and mn ſtudy dire&ted : - 
bur at laſt incens'd atthe ill ſucceſs of ſo good a Deſign, he abſo- 
lutely reſolv'd upon the taking Arms, never to lay them down,cill | 
he had re-eſtabliſh dhis Authority, and char in the higheſt degree 
any of his Predeceſfors had ever done. | 

Wich this reſolution then he departed from Tours inthe begin- The King 
ningof May, 1589. The firit Town upon his way that ſtood for om 
the League was Gergeau , and this little Town had the confidence to 7.1;., 
to ſhut their Gates againſt the Royal Army : So much were mens 
minds infatuated with zcal ro their Fation. The Duke of Eſper- 
non was order'd to go beforeto block up this place, and to caſt up 
the firſt earth againſt ir, which he accordingly did ; and the whole 
Army being a tew days aſter come up to the Siege , the King of 
Navarre advanc'd as far as the Trenches, to ſee what progrels they 
had made : A Prince whoſe Valour and Bravery were lo general- 
ly known, asthat his Reputation was univerſally receiv'd , and 
eſtabliſh'd inthe opinion of all : But the Duke, who till this 
time had never had the honour to be near him in any occaſion of 
this kind, would'now let him ſee that he alſo was no Novice in 
matters of Warre: *Tis true, he might have choſen a fitter oppor- 
cufity of giving the King ateftimony of his own Valour , with-. 
out expoſing his Perſon to ſo great a danger ; butthe heat of 
Youth tranſported him : and- I have heard him diſcourſing of 
this Action, and (alwaycs accuſing his own indiſcretion) magni- 
fic to the higheſt degree, the King of Navarre's courage, which 
appear'd in great luſtre upon this occaſion. D* Aubigne, who was 
himſelf then prelent, gives this Relation of it, and I ſhall make 
uſe of his own words, being in this caſe not mucho be ſuſpected, 
fince every body knows he was never very partial to the Duke. 
&* The King of Navarre (ſays he.) being gone to viſit the Duke of E(- 
* pernon's Trenches , the Duke ſhewing him-what he bad done , leads 
© bim through the middle of the ſpace betwixt the Trenches , and the 
© Town, in his Doublet only, and that ſo unconcern'd , and ſo open to 
* the Enemies view , that Houeilles the Dukes (ouſin , and (ampe 
© Maſter, as alſo another of his people fell dead at their feet ; when ba-. 
 ving gain'd a Guard commanded by Belangreuille , they came out on 
© the back fide of that, and paſs'd within forty paces of the. Courtine 
© which play'd upon them all the while, and laid two men more dead up- 
-. 0n the place, The, King of Navarre » and the Duke having at loſt . 

” 's th "« pain'd 
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* gain'd the blind of a Garden Door. Frontenack, and another (which 
© othey muſt be D* Aubigne himſelf, who was Gentleman of the Horſe 
"© tothe King of Navarre) earneitl ſolicited the Dake to retire, which 
* be was about to do by away, perhaps likely ts engage them in more. 
** danger than before, when the King of Navarre faid bim by the (ol- 
** lar of bis Doublet, This is that he ſays : but he adds after a 
thing wherein he is not ſo good a teſtimony, as of the firſt , and 
which is nor-ſo true, viz, that the King being enform'd of this 
Action, ſpoke highly againſt the Dake , and in terms that no- 
thing taſted of Favour, and thar fo ſoon as he ſaw him, he ſeverc- 
ly reprehended him, and reproach'd him, that he would have de- 
ſroy'd his Brother. *Tis true that his Majeſty chid the Duke for 
his raſhneſs, celling him, That he onght to reſerve his Y alour for bet- 
ter occaſions, and not ſo lightly to _— the Perſon of the King of Na- 
varre bus Brother, and his own; which were rath& words of ten- 
dernefs, than diſtaſte; and itis likewiſe very true , that the King 
of Navarre's Servants murmur'd highly at it, endeayouring to 
poſſeſsthe King, that the Duke had not engag'd him in this dan- 
ger without Defign : nay himſelf manifeſted ſomething art his 
coming out of the Trenches; for it was told the Duke that he 
ſhould ſay to ſome of his people, I think this man would be content 
to loſe an Arm, to have my Brains beaten out , which was never the 
Duke's intention, he being only ſpurr'd on by the inconſiderate 
hear of Youth and Bravery, without any other Deſign. 

From Gergeau the Army advanc'd towyrds Piviers, which im- 
mediately oped its Gates, asalfo the City of Chartres ſurrendred 
at the firft ſummon :- but Eftampes ſtood our a Siege ; which 


being foon after taken by Aſſault, ſomeof the King ot Navarte's _.. 


Souldiers ran on in their prevailing Fury even to the Church of - 
thar Town, there commirting all ſorts of inſolence; which the 
Duke being advertis'dof, by the Guards he had plac'd at the 
Doots of this Chutch (wiſely foteſecing that the King of Na- 
varre's people, who for the greater part were men of the Re- 
form'd Religion, would not abſtain from violation even of Holy 
things) he ran thicher himſelf ro prevent further diſorder ; where 
being come, and ſeeing the Chalices, and other. Sacred Orna- 
ments of the Altars in the hands of the rude Souldier, notbein 

able to endure that things, dedicated to ſo Sacred Uſe, ſhould be 
profan'd after that manner, he furiouſly drew his Sword, and ran 
the firſt Offender in his way quice through the Body; which by 
chance hapning to be one of the Dragoons of the King of Na- 
varre's own Guard, and in his own Livery , the Complaint was 


, Immediately carried to him, and by him as ſoonto the King,” of 


which 
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which the Duke having alſo notice , he preſently repair'd to his Anno 
Majeſties Quarter; to make his defenſe. There being come.; and ' 1589, 
his Majeſty having demanded of him the reaſon for what he bad SY 
done, he gave him a particular accompr of the whole buſinels : 
Wheteupon the King of Navarretold him with ſome bitterneſs, 

That be had no Authority over bis Souldiers and leſs over bis Domeſticks, | 

ro which the Duke made anſwer with a reſpeive, bur amanly 
boldneſs, © That the cruſt wherewich the King was pleas'd to ho- 

* nour him, and the command he had given him in the Army, 

© inveſted him with ſufficient Authority to chaftiſe Impious, and 

© Sacrilegious Perſons , and that moreover every good man 

** oughtto aſſume that Authority in Offenſes of ſo high a Nature, 

Their Diſpute was like to grow into hotter terms, when the 

King impos'd ſilence both upon the one, and the other, not con- 
demning the Duke's ation nevertheleſs; but defiring the King 

of Navarre to take care forthe furure,thar there might be no more 

offenſes committed of that kind. Thus by little and lictle ſecret Encreaſe at 
diſcontents againſt the Duke crept into the King of Navarre's 7 hows of 
boſom, which many,envious of the Duke's greatnels, endeayour'd 

to augment : neither was the Duke blind on that fide, nor was it 

without ſome afflition that he ſaw himſelf fo ill requited for 

the ſincere and unintereſſed affeftion he had ever manifeſted for 

this Princes Service in his greateſt adverſity : but having found 

by ſufficient experience, that the beſt Offices are not always the 

beſt recorded, hecontented himſelf with the conſcience of his 

own integrity, and ever paying the reſpe& due to the Birth , and 

Vertues of this excellent Prince, in all other concerns of his com- 

mand heexercis'd his Duty to the utmoſt height of Authority he 

bad ever done. 

The Army advancing daily towards Paris , the Duke had or- Theraking 
der to make an attempt'upon Monterean faut-Yonne, which he car- rg 
ried by Petard ; neither was ita ſervice of light importance; for : 
in the ſequel of Afﬀairs, that which the Duke won in a few hours 
colt the King's Enemies many months, and many good meato 
recoverit. From thence the Army being come to Contoiſe , the 
Duke had there the ſtorming of a Suburb, which was very well 
fortified committed to him ; and which notwithſtanding he car- 
ried, though with as much bazard as ever hetempted in any aRti- 
on of his life. He was himſelf the firſt that leap'd upon the Ram- 
pire; and though in this affaulc he had above a hundred men 

id dead at his teet, amongſt which were many Perſons of Qua- 
lity, and Command, he nevertheleſs reſolutely perſiſted in the En- 
terprize, and forc'd the Enemy at the Swords point even to the 

Q 2 Gates 
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Pro Gates of the City, whither he compell'd:therw ro retire; - and 
1589. where having block'd them up, hepreſs'd on the Siege with that 
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| vigour andcondu, that the place ſoon aker:ſurrendred open 
compoſition. Thus did the King find all gs gone £O'his 
Arms, as if Deltiny-had ſmoath'd, and 'leyell'd for ſhimiall the 
paths that lead to Death and Ruine; anditichisproſyerty of his 
Afﬀairs, his Majeſty reſolv'd upomthe Sieg&vFiParis, 5 11911?! 17 
' Already were the Spifſe, and new -rais'd'Reitets comeup amd 
joyn'd with the Body' of the Army; *the-Offiters were!difſpos'd 
into their ſeveral Quarters, and'the King had: takeri up his own 
at St Clou, and given the Guard of them totheDike, itvotder ro 
a formal Siege: His-Majeſtics Lodging in*this'tiarrow Quarter 
was atthe Hoſtel de:Gondy, as that which was moſt {tipable'ro = 
receive him; and ir was in this /Houſeof> Gonty that (whilſt this 
oreat Prince was forming the :deſigns :of reſtoring; his'defpis'd 
Authority of chaftifing che temerity , and-difobedience''of his 
_ evil diſpos'd SubjeRts, of rendringihis name venerable to/all his 
Neighbours, and of -cſtabliſhing-rhe Peace'sf his Kingdoth, ha- 
ving already almoſt 'extinguiſh'd all the fparks-of Diviſion that 
had enflam'd it) thar I ſay an accurſcd Parricidein the Meridianof 
all his Glpry, and in the Crifis'6f-all his Deſigns plung'd amur- 
thering Knife into his Entrails.*Every one has heard who Faques 
(lement was, and the black ſtory of his Bloody Aﬀaſſinate : bur 
' No onecould everiyct penetrate ſo far as to diſcover by whom he 
was prompted on to'this exectable AQ. The King feeling him- 
ſelf wounded, drew the Knife irminediately from the Wound, 
and ſtrook it up to the haftin the Villaitis Face / at which buſtle 
berwixt them, oneof' the Grooms of the Wardrobe , who'guar- 
| ded the Cloſer Door, into which his Majeſty was withdrawn 
ro give this wicked wretch a more private audience, 'rari in to 
them, as alſo did ſeveral Gentlemen who waited in the (outer 
Room, who all of them drawing their Swords , by an impru- 
dence in it ſelf criminal, if nor excus'd by the /violence'of* their 
AﬀeQions, gave the Caitiffe an hundred Wounds ; whereby in a 
momenthe vomited out a life, that ought not to: have been dif- 
miſt, till after the horrorof athoufand torments. -/- +. - © 
The King, feeling himſelf Wounded, commanded the. Dukeof 

| Eſpernon to'be immediately ſent for, who was then: ar- the Poft 
neareſt to the City, nary ſome Troops in order;which wete to 
fall inco the Suburbs of Faris; bur at this fad 'and unexpected 


- news heran in great confuſionto the King's Lodgin#, whom he 
yet found in the ſame poſture wherein he had receiv'd his hurc, 


with his hand ftill upon the Wound : Ar which fight, the Duke 
FJ. burſting 


BoawHI, the Duke of Efperhon, 
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burſtingout in tears, as fearing a finiſterevent, his Maj 


> 


elty gave 


him comfort, by telling hins he hop'd the Wound would not 1589. 
prove Mortal ;* and ſaying to-him further thele very words, Thou SY 


feeſt bere (my Friend )the effetts of my Enemies Treachery and Malice ; 
but 1 hope' God will ſhortly-enable me to bring them to condigne poſh: 
ment. Towhichthe Duke returning no other anſwer., than his 
tears, they laid his Majeſty upon a bed, and fearch'd his Wound; 
whichthe Chirurgeons atthe firſt drefling', apprehended not to 
be ſo dangerous, asitwas ; ſo that all that day was paſt over in 
_ thiserror: -but that night, and the morning following , the'do- 
lours of his Wound encreaſing, and at laſt growing to be ex- 
trreme, .it was then judg'd that his bowels were pierced , and that 


Death-muſt neceſſarily, and ina few hours enſue. The King of 


Navarre had haſted with all diligence, ar the firſt bruit of this 
accident; and being'comero his bedſide, his Majeſty ſaid to him 
almoſt the ſame rhings, he had ſaid beforeto the Duke; and talk'd 
of fothing the firft day , ſave of the exemplary puniſhment he 
would infli cipon'his Enemies: but his Wound being at'laſt 
judg'd to be mortal, 'and\fecling in himſelf that he drew'near his 
end, all his diſcourſe of Puniſhment, and Revenge, was turn'd 
into thacof Pardon /and-Oblivion : and certainly no Prince cver 


made a' more Chriſtian, or a more conſtant end. He declard 


upon his death-bed the King of Navarre neareft of his Blood, and 
and conſequently tight Heir to the Crown, provided he were a 
Catholick; exhorting him atthe ſame timeto abjurehis own Re- 


ligion, and to reconcile himſelf to the Holy Church, command- 


» 


ing likewiſe the Duke of Eſpernon (whom he held by the hand) 
to ſerve him upon that condition; after which, and a Pious Re- 
ſignation of himſelf, he gave up his laſt breath in the middle of 
his victorious Army. I 

We are now entring upon a new Reign, and one the Duke 
found very diflerent, from that wherein he had hitherto liy'd, 
for henow not only ſaw himſelf ſtripr of all kind of Fayour : 
bur he further ſaw the envy , and hatred of the whole Court di- 
_ rected againſt him. He was now no more call'dto Council, nor 
any longer entruſted wich his Princes ſecrets ; but on the contra- 
ry every one labour'd to diminiſh that greatneſs , co which his 
own Vertue, and his Maſters Royal bounty had already rais'd 
him. Bur we ſhall ſee how he overcame all theſe difficulties: and 
the Juſtice of this new Prince at laſt giving the Merits and Servi- 
ces of this vertuous man their due , we ſhall ſee him not only 


ſupport himin his own'preſent Fortune, bur alſo encreaſe it by 


his daily-bounty, and fo eſtabliſh it in him, as to empower him to 
ſertle-irin his-own Poſterity. So 


Anno 
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Anno So ſoonas-the King was dead, all the Roman Catholicks of 

1589. quality inthe Army aſſembled themſelves together, ro adviſe 

; whar in this qccurrence was to be done for the maintenance of 

the Catholick Religion in the Service of this new King :: And 

Several here their opinions were ſplit into three ſeveral Councils; for 

+5 9v0y ſome there were who thought ir fit abſolutely ro acknowledge the 
the nw © {King without condition, or reſervation, but thoſe were ver 

Kings” ne 1c + Others there were who would abſolutely abandon his Ser- 

Chis of vice, and joyn with the League ; and thoſe were tewer than the 

the Army. firſt: | Butthe third propoſition, and that which was concluded 

on by the moſt principal, and prudent Lords of the Army; 

amongſt which were the Dukes of Longueville, of Nevers,,-of Eſ- | 

pernon, and of Luxembourg ; the Mareſchals de Biron, and d' Aumont, 

the Marquis of Ramboiillet , and many others, was to ſerve 

the King, and to tye themſelves wholly to his Fortune, provided 

his Majeſty would pleaſe to give them fome gracious aſſurance of 

TheLords his ſpeedy Converſion. Which being deliver'd to his Majeſty as 

parrege .. their determinate Reſolution, and the condition preſcrib'd as ir 

jeſty their ' Were, by the King his Predeceflor, he wilely choſe ſucha mean as 

Reſolution. ſeern'd neceſſary to him in this occaſion , for the eſtabliſhment of 

the uncertain ſtate of his Aﬀairs; and would by all. means pre- 

ſerve that moderation, and indifferency berwixt both parties , as 

ſhould by an <qual hope in them both , oP both his Catholick 


| and Hugonot Subjects within the bounds of their duty. His An- 


His Maje- ſer therefoxe was, © Thatit would appear to all the world very 


ſties An- 


bar. © cafie, and unhandſome in him'tochange his Religion , oalyto 


< ſatisfe his Subjects humour, and to receive a Law from them in 
*athing, which in its ſelf, of all other , ought to bemoſt free : 
© Thar he defir'd to be inſtrufted, and ſatisfied in his Conſcience 
* before he proceeded fo far, as to change his Religion : That to 
*this purpole he promis'd within fix months to callan Aſſembly  . 

 * of men of known Piety and Learning, andif occafion were, 
« a National:Synod, to whoſe final Decree he would abſolutely 
* ſubmit, and that in the mean time he would be carcful ro pro- 
rect, and maintain the Catholick Religion. 

The major After divers Meſlages of T reaty ſent to, and fro,'on either part, 

partot the {+ at laſt ended in this, that many of the Catholick Lords ſubmit- 


OI tingto his Majeſtics firſt Propoſition; whar he had then promis'd 


| miccothe by word of mouth, was now only more formally drawn into a 


"o writing interchangeably deliver'd berwixt the King , and his Ca- 
ctholick SubjeRs, and Sign'd by the greateſt part ot Meniof Qua- 
lity , that were then in the Army : But the Duke of Eſpernon be» 
lieving this delay of ſix months propos'd by the King , to be vo 

, other 
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delay, intended only to win longer time, and that at laſtrheir Anno 
hopes, andexpe&ations would be deluded, demanded ſome fur- 1589. 
cher afſurance, than he yet ſaw of his Majeſties converſion ; nei- {XY 
ther could he, notwithſtanding the importuniries of all the of Eſpernod 
Friends he bad, bedrawn upon orher terms to ſeal to that Wri- #2245 0nr- 
ting. And this was the true, and 0nly reaſon of his refuſal, and 
not what both Mounfieur de Thou, and D' Avila have reported of 
it. They fay that the thing which made him refuſe to ſeal co that 
Inſtrument, was a conteſt which hapned berwixt him , and'the 
Mareſchals de Biron, and d' Aumont, who ſhould fign firſt, theſe 
as Mareſchals of Prance, and in immediate command in the Ar- 
my pretending a priority ; and heclaiming aprecedence as Duke, 
and Peer : adifficulty that might eafily have been overcome, had 
chat been all. Bur the cauſe proceeded from a principle of grea- 
rer moment, than the trivial conteſt of a ſlight Ceremony. 
The = however caus'd him by ſeveral hands to be over and 
over again ſolicited, and importun'd , to ſarisfic himſelf as other 
good Catholicks had done , and as the Dukes were the beſt, and 
the fulleſt Regimentsof the Army, and as his perſon , and his 
example (which were likely to be follow'd (as they afterwards 
were) not only by thoſe under his own command, but by-many 
others of good quality in the Army) altogether render'd him very 
_ conſiderable : So.did his Majeſty by all forts of perſwaſions and 
promiles, endeayour to detain him ; bur all tono purpoſe. *Tis --» gm 
true, he acknowledg'd -the King for lawful Succeſſour to the {.,vectc 
Crown, as he had ſutficiently declar'd in a time when the greateſt Army. 
perſecutions were practis'd againſt him , and when he was only 
King of Navarre, by which he had in part drawn the hatred of 
the Duke of Guiſe upon him. And it isalſo true , that hehad all 
the reaſon in the world to deſire that Prince ſhould now become 
his Maſter, whom he had all his life labaur'd co raiſe to that Dig- 
nity to which he was. now arriv'd | But he thought the Ruine of 
the Catholick Religion inevitable, ſhould.things continuein the 
poſture they were now.in ; which made/him rather chooleto ex- 
poſe himſelf to all thoſe diſgraces he knew his Enemies were pre- 
aring for him, than to ſerve his own intereſts (whoſe advance- 
ment be likewiſe ſaw infallible in ſo favourable a jun&ture) ro the 
reproach, and prejudice of his own Conſcience. . * 
Fortihed therefore ſtill more and more in'this reſolution , he 
caus'd his Troops to be made ready. for his departure : thele , at 
his firſt coming to theKing conſiſted of fix thouſand Foor, and 
ewelve hundred Horſe ; which though they were now much di- 
miniſh'd in the Service, yer were they notwithſtanding in fuch a 
22119) condition, 
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Anno condition, as that there were hardly ſo many more French in the 
1589. whole Army, as he had under his ſole command. The Marquis 
LYN de Rocquelaure, and other of his. intimate friends labour'd by all 
| imaginable means, to diſlwade him from his ill caken up relolu- 

| tion; but not being able to prevail, his Enemies would have 

TheK'nz per{waded the King, to have met his obſtivacy with a Stab, a 
periwveder Counſelthe Duke was as ſoon cnform'd of. Bur whether it was, 
Dukecobe that he thought this generous Prince , not to: be perſwaded into 
td. fo foul an ation; or that he thought itat that time athjng not 
eaſie to be executed, he hadthe aflurance, notwithſtanding the 

caution had been given him, to go take his leave of the King, 

before he left the Army, and toexcuſe his departure + A Ceremo- 

ny that was paſs'd over in ſew words; and | have often heard 

The Duke him repeat the manner of it to be thus. The Duke took along 
pors 109%? with him thirty Gentlemen of his Train, in whom herepox'd the 
the King. greateſt confidence, and of theſc he left ſome atthe Doors of the 
King's Lodgings, and others upon the Stairs, to facilitate his re- 
tirement, it any foul play ſhould be offer'd to him, and himſelf 

with only two more in his company enter'd the Gallery. The laſt - 

Journey he made to Pari, he hapned to licin the ſame houſe, and. 

' ſhew'dus the place where he rook his leave of the King. This 

houſe did atthat time belong to Mademoiſelle du Tillet, his old, and 

- Intimate Friend; a Lady illuſtrious for her courage and confſtan- 

cy, and paſſionate for the Duke's Intereſts to thar degree , that he 

has had few friends who have juſtified their affection by ſo great, 

and ſo continued a fidelity. The King was at the one end of the 

Gallery, when the Duke appear'd entring at the other; whom 

the King no ſooner perceiv'd, but that coming up to him , with 

an angry countenance, and ſtriking his tick with ſome vehe- 

The King's MEnCe upon the floor, he ſaid. What Mounſicur d* Eſpernon, it 
angry ſeems y ou have refus'd to Sign-the Writing, which has been Sign'd with- 
z — v4 out difficulty by maſt perſons of Quality in my Army , as good (atho- 
licks as your ſelf ! do not you, as well as they, acknowledge me for yonr 

King ? To whichthe Duke made anſwer, © That he was his Ma- 

* jcſtics moſt humble Subjec, and Servant, That there was nor 

« aperſon in his Kingdom, who had more ardently defir'd to 

* ſee him in the place where he now was , ſhould the King his. 

* Maſter die, than himſelf had done, Thar he would never do 

© anything contraryto his Service, that he had rather die, than 

** once to entertain ſo diſhoneſt-a thought: bur that he did humbly 

© beſcech his Majeſty to excuſe him , if being of a Religion dit- 

* fering from thathjs Majeſty profeſs'd , he could nor attend his 

* perſon, thar being a thing he could notdo, without offering the: 

«« greateſt violence to his own Conſcience, The 
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| The Duke had ſcarce made an end of ſpeaking, when he heard 


a noilcof armed men-behind him in the Gallery; and then it 


was that he certainly belicv'd, theſe were the men appointed to 
kill him; as he had been pre-advis'd : but he was ſoon deliver'd 
out of that fear, when he ſay the King move: forward with a 
ſmiling countenance to embrace them. Thele were two Caprains 
of the King's Light.Horſe; che. one call'd le Baron de Sainte Ma- 
rie du Mont, a Norman, the ochers name I have forgot : who, ha- 
ving upon their Guard(which/was at a good diſtance)Jreceiv'd in- 
relligence of the Death of Henry i]. were come in all haſte co 
congratulate the King with his new Advancement ; - and lighted 
at the Door of his Lodging, were.come ,up in the ſame poſture 
the news had ſurpriz'd them in upon their Guard to preſent their 
Duty : , The Duke'iraking this occaſionto tetire, withdrew kimſelt 
forthwith co his own Quarter ; bur before he would abſolutely 
depart, he would firſt attend che Corps of the King his Maſter, 
and Benefactor, as far as Compeigne , whithcr they were carried 
with very little Ceremony, the.diſorders of the time nor permir- 
ring greater , and wherc having paid his laſt duty, he return'd to 
overtake, his Troops, which were now marching upon the Road 
of Loches towards: Angoumois, _ | "—” 

. . Theexampleof. the Duke's departure, was followed by many 
others, :{o.char ina kew days the Army was grown ſo thin, char 
the King had ſcarce any fave ſtrangers. left in his Camp, and 
evcathey in the cnd, for. want of pay, disbandcd as well as the reſt 3 
and then it was that the Duke's Enemies, . with a redoubled ma- 
lice, ſpoke loudeft in his diſgrace, and did all they poſlibly could 
to animate his Majeſty in the higheſt degree ago lim. There 
had already pals'd{ as you have heard) ſome ſecret diſcontents be- 
twixt.the King, and the Dyke , during the lite of the lace King ; 
amongſt whichthe buſineſs of Gergeau, and that of Eitampes bad 
made no little noiſe ; but to thele many have added, andlikewiſc 
ſome cadeavour'd to poſſes the, King , that che Duke ever 1mpa- 
tient; of a Rival .in his Maſter's Favour , and, leſs able to:endure 
his Majeſty who was ſo much above him, had in that time done 
all the ill offices he could inventto beget a miſ-underſtanding be- 
ewixt.the King, and. him, ſuch as might cauſe a ſeparation ; and 
certainly [o ffeetually had they labour'd with him,as ig make him 
believe zoo much; by which they bad fo: incens'd his Maje- 
fties mind againſt him , that doubcleſs he would haye berit bis 
whole endeavour to the Duke's Ruine , upon che late. rctulal he 
had made of his aſſiſtance, had not the necefſity of his own, Af- 
fairs diverted his deſigns another way : bur. all theſe evil diſpoſiti> 
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ons, though they Rill threatned worle conſequences, could not 
hinder the Duke from perſevering in his reſolution to retire. 

As hisdeparture was of infinite importance, wherhet we con- 
fider it as to the Fortune of the King, and Intereſt of the State ; 
of as to the Duke's own particular concern, and that there are few 


Hiſtorians of that, or Jatertimes, who have niot taken occaſion to 


The Re- 
monſtrances 
of che 
Duke's 


; Friendsto 


erſwade 
him co ſtay. 


blamethe Dukes proceeding herein:1 chink ir fic to ſay ſomething 
here in his vindication, and to diſcover the reaſons upon which 

he built thar reſolution ; which having receiv'd from his own 
mouth in the ſame terms that 1 ſhall faichfully deliver here, eve 

one may afrerwards form whatjudgment'of the Attion he ſhall 
in his own diſcretioh think moſt fit. He told metharalittle before 
his departure, many of his intimate friends had endeayour'd to 
diſlwade him from his Deſign, by preſenting before him che pre- 
ſent juncture of Affairs, ſo favourable (as they ſaid) to rheſupport 
of his immediate condition (fo generally envy'd by all) that he 
could not himfeclt have wiſh'd a more: advantageous conjun- 
E&ute : That as it was principally by his meatis; and affiſtance the 
King could build any probable hopes of &fe&ing wharhedeſir'd ; 
ſo were therepreſent no advanrages {befidesan' indempnity, and 
oblivion of all pals'd 51 "PHP" a athingin it ſdf highly ro be 
conſider'd) ro which he might not reaſonably pretend-: Thar he 
might now eſtabliſh his own greatneſs in fo fure a condition, that 


Tt would be n6 hard matter to maintain hitmſclf for the Eire in 


rhe ſatneheight, ſhould the Kings humour thancero come abour : 
That all men plaitly faw how much upon his departure ; or ſtay, 


depended the ſtanding, ot diſſolution of the Royal Army: Thar 


upon his concurtence with his Majeſty depended that of the grea- 
reſt part of the Catholicks, andthe Ruine of the League, where- 
in were his moſt capiral Efnemies : Thar by his aſſiſtance men 
might yet promiſero themſelves rhe reducing of Par, and in 
thar che peace and ſertlement of clie whole Kingdom : That ha- 
vingin his hands the diſpoſition of things of fo preat utility ro 
the/publick, and ſo great honour to hiryſelf, he neither onght to 
envy his Country thoſe advantages, not to deprive himFofthe 
glory of fo admirable afucceſs.” 7 RT OOeR” 

'T hte 'were conſiderations that in their own weight, 4nd laid 
home'o him by men heknew to be his Friends, wete. nor'nh- 
likely co prevail, and'to have oyercomehisobſtinacy, xs doubtleſs 
they had done} hadtheDuke look'd no furcher, than his own In- 
rereſt ; and ſo herold his Friends, who had fo freely argd'd with 
him :*** He told them thathe was not ſo lictle' acquainted with 
©*rhe buſineſs of the world, tharhe did nor well enough' _ 
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© all thoſe advantages they had propos'd, as relating to himſelf: Auno 
** That hedid very well believe his Majeſty , aſſiſted by his Catho- '1589. 
© lick Subje&s, might reduce his-Enemicsto the point he defir'd ; 
© butthat from thence would infallibly enſue the ſubverſion of 
«the Catholick Religion;, which would likewiſe bring on che 
** rvine ofthe State-;' "That inſtead of the Peace they propos'd ro 
* chemlelves ;| after the League were reduc'd to-their obedience, 
«they would ſce themſelves engag'd ina moreviolent, and obſti- 
* nate War than before: Thatthole of the Reform'd Religion being 
*grown more ſtrong, and haying a lawful, mighty, and active 
** King to. head them, would doubxlels eſtabliſh their own, Reli- 
** gj0n in-France, and conſtrain the Catholicks to ſubmic ro what- 
* ever Law they would impoſe upon thehg': That ic was far ber- 
'© ter betimes to refuſe to countenance the eviwhich lay conceal'd 
< under the-apparence of a preſent good, than tg engage himſelf 
*in miſchiefs of ſo inevitable conſequence, and to forbcar a while 
© rhe fruits:of a ſpecious, and alluring Peace, to enjoy it at berrer 
** leiſure, more permanenc and ſecure: Thar the King; whar pro- 
* miles ſoever he had made, and what real diſpoſitions loeyer he 
* might haye to cauſe himſelf ro be ſatished within ſix monghs, 
* had nevertheleſs been prompted by thoſe of his own perſwali- 
© on, to demand that reſpite for no other end, than to keep the 
* Catholick Forces about him, that he might make himſelf Ma- 
*ſter of Paris: That having done that , which muſt neceſlarily 
* putan end to the War, and being wholly poſleſt by creatures 
* paſſhonate for their. illreceiv'd and new opinions, he would 
-* certainly-be continued 'in_ his Error by their reſtleſs: practice : 
<« That there was aneceflity of a prompr,and fincere Converſ1on ; 
© not ſuch-an one, as was to be hop d for no man knew when, 
<« and that. then perhaps would be luke-warm, and unſound: 
© That whenſoever that ſhould come to pals, they ſhould {ce him 
« take his Fortune, his Friends, and his Life, fora Prince whom 
© he did ever acknowledge undoubred Succeſſour to the Crown : 
© That in the meantime he made no doubt but his Enemics (as 
they uſe to do) would lay all the diſorders that ſhould happen, 
*athis door, and hourly incenſe the King againſt him wich all 
*che malice, and artifice they could invent; but that he hop'd his 
* Majeſty would himſelf one day commend his Zeal to Religion, 
* which oughtto be the firſt thing in every good man's prolpect, 
* and which was alſo his ſole obje&t in that reſolution , wherein 
* he would live and die : That he was retiring into his Govern- 
©* ments, where bis Actions ſhould juſtifie the integrity of his 
* heart, andthat he would there ſerve the King to his utmolk 
| R 2 power, 
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© power, by making Warre upon thoſe whom he knew to be 
&« enemies to his Service, © | —_ 
This was the Duke's Declaration to his private Friends, to 
which his Conduct afterwards was {o conformable;as ſufficiently 
demonſtrated toall the world, that he was poſleſs'd with a better 
ſpirit, than that of Ambition. 'Tis true, his determination was 
in it {elf pofitive, and bold;-'and he had-reaſon in all appa- 
rence to apprehend a dangerous ifſue, and has himſelf ever ac- 
knowledg'd, chat according tothe Maxims of humane Prudence, 
he herein commirred a dangerous error; bur that having'nothing 
but the ſole intereſt of Religion for his aim, he had reap'd greater 
advantages byir, than he durft have propos'd to himſelt from 
any other reſolution ; and that he did believe ic was from this 
fountain he ſince deriv'd all the ſucceſſes of his Life,” of which 
the moſt ſignal was, that his Majefty himſelf after ſometime, ha- 
ving pierc'd deeper into the candour of his intention, receiv'd him 
into'as high a degree of Favour , as any- of his: other Servants: 
butir was not until he had firſt receiv'd many infallible; and con- 
tinval proofs of his Loyalty and Aﬀection, 1 
Having after this manner deſerted the Army , he ſoon arriv'd 
at Angouleſme ; where the firſtthing he did after his arrival, was to - 
fend the Pope an accompt of his proceeding', and'that he had 
been conftrain'd to quit the Army, being bound ſo todo, out of 
his reſpe& to the Catholick Religion 7 It -was alſo requiſite he 
ſhould by a Declaration purge himſelf from the Calumnies caſt 
upon him by the League, who had deliver'd him to the people 
fora grand Confederate with che Hereticks : | But other particular 
correlpondencies he had none; for of all Foreign Princes , the 
Popes were only they with whom he ever held any intelligence ; 
and whatever has been ſaid to thecontrary, he ever preſerv'd _ his 
fidelity unſported from the pra&tices of other Princes, who daily 
tempted him with no contemprtible offers to an intelligence with 
them; a vertue not'to be paſs'd over in this part of his Life with- 
out a worthy mention, it being in a time when few of the great 
ones of either party had ſo temperate a reſpe for their duty , 
the misfortunes of thetime, and the various Factions that divided 
the Kingdom, ſeeming as it were, togive every oneliberty to for- 
tific the intereſts of his own party, by all the Friends, and Confe- 
derates he could make. | 
The Duke havingengag'd himſelf before his retirement from 
the Army to ſerve the King by all the wayshe could , would now 
ſit no longer idle, but gave immediate order for the recruit of his 
Troops; and the experience of what had formerly paſt, having 
| given 
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given bim ſufficiently to underſtand what confidence was ro be Anno 
repos'd inthe people, he was now reſolv'd no longer todepend 1589. 
upon their giddy ;and voluble humour; norno more be ſubject SY 
to ſuch commorions , as his Enemies might arrempr to raiſe 
amongſt rhat credulous, and mucinous rabble.. He therefore caus'd 
2 con(iderable'Forrification'to'be ſpeedily: rais'd ar the. Caſtle of "<<, 
Aangauleſme, the King having given him leave ſo todo, as alſo to Cate of 
raile what mony' was neceſlatyto-the perfectingthar work, upon 451%" 
che Province. . He likewiſe rais'd anotherat Xaintes , ſo that ina radel of | 
ſhor: time he {cour'd himſelf from all Surprizes , likethar of So. int: 
Laurence: |bat hechad ſcarce time ro:ſacle this good order in his 
Governments, when he was'call'd:away to look after orher , and 
thoſe very conſiderable, Afﬀaits, that immediately concern'd the 
Gfety of theKitgdom.// 5 1 9 4 

- All the Provinces of the Kingdom being divided berwixr che 
King, andthe Leagoe, it wasto be expe&ted that the great Cities 
would likewiſe bandy within their owtnWalls, and ttand'up for 
the one party, or/theorherjas mens pafſians,or judgments encliti'd 
them to the cauſe. Of this number was ' the City: of Limoges, 
where the Biſhop, who was of the Family of Marthoine, aflifted 
by the: Sieurs de Compadou, de la Guerche, de Raſtignac,, de Ia Chap- 
pelle Biron, and many other Genclemen of Quality ; favour'd al- 
ſo by-many of theInhabirants; labour'd all he could to make the 
Town, and City declare forthe Duke of i! Mayenne ; and his Fa* 
Rion,. wherein-nevertheleſs he at firſt met ſome difficulty ; bur 
proceeding from perſwaſionsto open force, he, by the aſſiſtance 
of thoſe Gentlemen, made himſelf Maſter of che City, and was 
upan the point to-have made himſelf alſo Maſter of the Town, 
whenthe Cont de la Youte eldeſt Son to the Duke-of Fentadour, 
pur himſelf into ic, and madealt pofſible:refiſtanceto preſerve it 
out of their hands : Yer had he not (his Party being ſo much the 
weaker) been able long to have held out}, - had not the Duke of 
Eſpernon, advertis'd of this dilotder, come! int to his timely ſuc- 

cour : But atthe report of the Duke's arrival, che Leaguers im- The D ike 
mediately diſpers'd them(elves;| abandoning the Ciry they already *ee5 ©; 

flels'd, as he: afterwards turn'd all ſfuſpeRed- perfons our of the hands of 

the Town,and ſearlediit fo well by the prudentorder heeftabliſh'd **< 251: 
there, tharir never afer ſtarted from irs duty; but on the contra- 
ry continued ſofirm, and maintained ir felt ſo well, that it was 
almoſt the only Ciry of the Kingdom which taſted-not of thoſe 
miſeries with which the Civil War by taking, re-taking, plunder, 
and other milchiefs; infeſted all other Cities of France; a happi- 
neſs that place principally owes to the timely ſuccour it receiv'd 
trom the Duke of Eſpernox's vigilance and care, _ The 
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4; was there any except that of St. Germain which refus'd to keep 
within the limits of its Duty ; bur that, declaring for the League, 
conſtrain'd the Duke to turn his Forces that way. to reduce it. 
Puferrat, a Gentleman of the Country, commanded there, who 
after ſome vollies of Cannon ſhox, ſurrendred upon conditions, 
that he, and his Souldicrs ſhould have free Quarter , and march 
away with Bag, and Baggage ; a capitulation notwithſtanding 
very illobſery/d, to the Duke's great diſpleaſure ; who-having 
appointed theelder Sobole's Troop of Light Horle for their Con- 
voy, without conſidering their Officer had been kill'd ar the Sioge, 
the Cayaliers, incens'd attheloſs of: their Captain, reveng'd | his 
Death upon thele miſerable people, and cut them almoſt all to pic- 
ces. A-cruclty ſome- Authors havelaid to the Duke's 'charge, 
though very.unjuſtly; for had his generous heart been capable. of 
committing {o diſhanourable a crime., what advantage could he 

have propos'd to himſelf, from fo fqul a treachery < 3 
And now:was the; Duke reſolv'd to have clear'd all that Pro- 
vince,. when: the diſorders of his own Government call'd him 
back to look after his own immediate concerns. We have already 
given a Narrative of the Enterprize of.  Angouleſme, upon St, Lau- 
rence day , and further an accompt 'of the Clemency the Duke 
{hew'd to thoſe who had: treated hinvaſter ſo barbarous a man- 
ner: of which there yet remain'd ſome , who: (as they were 
moſt zealous tor the League, and as they had becn moſt guilry 
of 'that {edition , miſtruſting bythe Conſcience of their own 
Crimes, thatthe Duke could never heartily pardon, and forget 
them) chole rather, leaving the ſecurity and peace of theirown 
Houſes,to commit their ſafeties to the guard of their own Arms, 
than to rely upon a promiſe they knew they could nor expect in 
reaſon {hould be obſerv'd, The (havalier d' Aubeterre, one of- the 
principal ſticklers for the League in that Province , having; pur 
himſelf in the Head of theſe Mutineers , and having gather'd 
rogether ſome other diſcontented people of che Country , had of 
theſe compos'd a Body of Light Horſe, and ſome Companies of 
Foot, *with which in this time of the Duke's abſence , he. com - 
' mitted athouſand Inſolencies : nay; to that confidence were they 
grown of their own ſtrength , having committed ſuch Riots, 
whilſt there was none to oppolethem , that they at laſt. ſhur, up 
themlelves in the Caſtle of Yillebois , which they intended ſhould 
ſerve them upon all occaſions for a ſecure retreat, a place indeed 
of very adyantageous {ituation, very. proper for clole Fight, and 
i136 that 
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that had all the Avenues unto ir of ſo difficult acceſs , that Can- 
non without infinite labour was nor to be brought up to force ir. 
In this place then they thought ro remain in great ſecurity, and be- 
ing bur three Leagues diſtant from Angouleſme , did by their con- 
tinual- ſallies very much incommodate that Ciry. The Duke 
call'd now home by their inſolencies, ſentchem preſently a Sum- 
mons to Surrender 3 to which they return'd ſo haughty, and ſo 
impudent an anſwer, that he ſaw he muſt be forc'd ro Beſiege 
them, as he ſoon after did: and having, though with infinite 
crouble, ' planted rwo pieces of Cannon upon the Hill wherethe 
Caſtle ſtood, he caus'd them immediately ro begin to play. The 
belieg'd endur'd above two hundred ſhot, without ſhewing any 


countenance of fear : but ar laſt ſeeing a breach made, which 


put them our of all Ropes long to defend themlelyes , their inſo- 
lence was turn'd into apprehenſion, and aftoniſhmenr, and their 
ſcornful language intb.terms of intreaty , and humble ſupplicari- 
on, ſubmilhyely beoging (as rhe urmoſt grace they could expeQ) 
that they might be permitted to depart with the aſſurance of their 
lives : to which the Duke would by no means conſent, nor receive 
chem on other terms, than upon diſcretion; ro which, after 
many diffculties, which they had good reaſon to make, they were 
in the end conſtrain'd to ſubmit. Their Commander in Chief, 
Lieutenant ro the Chevalier d' Atbrterre, call'd Maumont, knowin 

very well; that both by the Law of Arms, and by the terms . 
the Capitulation, he was to expe&t horhing but death', try-d to 
eſcape with the ſooneſt , by cauſing himſelf to be let down by 
Ropes imo rhe Graffe of the Caftle : bur being purſu'd, and over- 
taken, hediced mote honourably. than he expected, being dil- 
parch'd by a Piſtol-ſhor in his head.” As for his Complices, the 
Duke ſeparated thoſe who ha# been _concern'd'm the Conſpiracy 
of Agouleſme fromthe reſt , whom ſecing to'be men ſo obſti- 
nate in their malice, as neither 'reafon could reduce , nor mer 

reclaim, he caus'd eighteen to be 'hany'd up before the Gates of 
the Caſtle, and pardon'd all the reſt. It is bur'a very lictle while 
ago, that an old man of fourſcore. and two years old, rold mie this 
ſtory,” wherein he Himſelf 'had beet no little concern'd; as being 
one of thoſe ſet apatfor the Rope; for having before made one 
in the buſineſs of '#1gowlefme; buthis good forrune reſerving him 
for oncof the laſt thar was'to'dir ; and' the Marquiſe de Mexieres 
who was atthar titne Whſtrils of the Caſtle of /Hlebois, being then 
in the Country, aid by ſome of che poor man's Friends apply'd 
ro, that ſhe wonld intercede for hint , ſhe had fo much time as to 
entrefe, and obtain his pardon; and this ' was [ think the only 
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neither indeed could ſuch a mercy have been berter plac'd,than on 
a man who knew ſo well how to husband his life , when ir was 
once more his own , asto preſerveit almoſt an age after. ; This 


| Caſtle with the demcan and territory belonging to it (one of the 


faircit of that Country) was ſoonafter purchas'd by the Duke, 
and ſince advanc'd into a Dutchy, and Pcerdom, underthe Title 
of the Dutchy de la Valette : And I haveoften heard the Duke la- 
ment the ruines he was forc'd tro make of this Caſtle , being be- 
fore adelicate Pile of Stone, and very capacious, but never after 
wholly repair'd, there ſtill remaining ſome monuments of the 
Rebellion as alſo of the puniſhment, thoſe deſperate men ſuffer'd, 
who werethe Commoters of it. 58 

This executien, that would have appear'd: more like an exam» 
ple of Cruelty, than Juſtice, had the Crimes of the, Offenders 
been leſs, or not repeated, ſtrook ſuch a terror into the reſt of 
that Party, that they were not now ſo haſty to appear ſor a ſide 
they had ſeen ſoroughly handled , ſo that the Duke did now not 
only enjoy the repole of his Goyernmear , but gave ſanctuary to 
many of the King's Party of the neighbouring Provinces, who 
were overmatch'd, or oppreſs'd by the League. I have already 
rold you the occaſion that call'd him into Limouſin , and I ſhall 


' now tell you of another of the ſame nature, \and of no leſs im- 


portance, though i made not ſo great a noiſe. in the world, thar 
call'd him into the Goverament ob Guyenne. | The Mareſchal de 
Matignon, the King's Lieutenant in that Province , had his hands 
ſo fullin, and abour Bordeaux, .thar the impoſhbility of his being 
preſent in all places, where his preſence was requir'd, gave oppor- 
runity to wh AE che Governour of Blaye., a man enclin'd to the 
League, to lend ſome Gentlemenof chat Party ſome Forces , in 
order to the taking, of Bonrg., two little Leagues diſtant only 
from Blaze. This Town, though of a very little circuis;, is not- 
wirhſtancing of very advantageous ſituation; for beſidesthat it 
ſtands upon an eminence of. very, difficult, acceſs, it abfolucel 
commands the River of Dordongne,, as it allo. at leaſt awes that of 
Garonne, being not above a quarter 'of a League from. the Bec 
I Ambez, where theſe two Rivers meet to make the Gironde, It 
muſt therefore needs be of. great advantage tothe League to -poſ- 
ſeſs this place, by which. means Burdeaux. would be ablolutcly de- = 
priv'dof the ſuccour of :two ſg; conſiderable Rivers , by which 
the City was continually , and abundantly :ſ\upply'd. The Lea- 
guers therefore, ſpurr'd on by theſe conliderations, had/laid Siege 
to Buwyg, and were by the fayour of ſomeof the Inhabirants of 
. - their 
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their Party Teceiv'd'inro the Town, withour any oppolition ; bur Ao 
la Joviziere; a man of 'approved Valour, who commanded inthe 1589. 
Caſtle, defended: himſelf. ſo well, notwithſtanding the ill conditi- SEND 
on of the place, andthe vigour-of che Afailants ; who preſs'd ava : 
hard upon him, : thathe gave che Duke time to come to his Rez 52; 
lief, at - whoſe firſt: appearance-, the Enemy retir'd -' when the 
Duke- having publickly commended the; Governours Valour, 
and the. fidelity of: ſome honeſt Inhabicanes who had' ſtuck 
ſtoutly ro him in this:occaſion , withdrew the Caprain into his 
own Service, for theteftimony: he had given of his Valour:, lea- 
ving Campagno ; after Colonel of the Regiment of Guards , and 
fince Governour of Boulogne, with-a good Garrifon in his room 
as judging this place of that importance, that ir ought to have a 

erlonof no lels Authority rodefend it againſt any attempr from 
theGarrNon of Blaye, ſo near, and fo dangerous a Neighbour : 
Yet did not the Duke keep it long in his pofleflion ; for the King 
not long after commanding him to deliver it up to him, he im- 
mediately obey'd,. tHough he had in a manner himſelf made a 
conqueſtof it: Some ſay that the Mareſchal de Matignon, jealous of 
ſo. conſiderable a neighbour as the Duke, had earneſtly impor- 
tun'd the King to rettive this place out of bis hands. : 

The Duke having by thele ſucceſſes ſercled all his Neighbours Anno 

in peace, whilſt the reſt of the Kingdom was in trouble, it was 159t- 
but reaſonable thathehimſcif- ſhould ſhare in thar feliciry, where- 
in his Valour and Vigilancy had fo fortunately eſtablifh'd others ; 
and of this he receiv'd the firſt and moſt happy fruits by the Blef- 
fing God: was pleas'd to give his Marriage-Bed; for havt 
been already three years Matried to Marguerite de Foix,' Countets 
of ( andale., without Iffue , (the great, and various -agitations, 
wherewith he had been continually exercis'd all that eime; ſcarce 
allowing him the leifure to live incompany-with his Wife) at laſt 
this vertuous Lady1n March 1591.-was at Xaintes broughtto Bed 
of Henry de Foix, and dela Yaletre his eldeſt Son, whom we have The birth | 
fince ſeen Ditke ofi (andale , and whoſe Valour-has manifeſted ic - Rn 
ſelf in molt partsof Europe, where he acquir'd the Reputation 4 1: Valet, 
of one of the greateſt Caprains of his time? To theſe Military * Dokeof 
Vertues;:the bad yer the addition of ſo many other excellent qua- corp 
lities, thatic was hard to (ay, which was to: be moſt admir'd, 
his Valour in War, his Sweernelſs ivy Converſation, 'or his Pru: 
denceand Dexterity in the Matiagemenmt, and Condu@ of the Thebirth' 
moſtiweighty Affairs; The year following 1592. the Duke was 7! 572-4 
entich'd wittyanother Son, Bernard de Foix, and de laValette, who and 4 1s 
was bara-ar Anguurſme, and who is now the ſole Heir of that  wenaty wag 
315 Q Muſtrt- con Son. 
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iluſtrions Family; a Prince whoſe Vertues' would furniſh me; 
with ſufficient marter for his praiſe, did not his modeſty impoſe 
my ſilence. Thethird and laſt was Lewis Cardinal de-'ta» Valette, = 
born at Angouleſme 'the year following, . one-whom the Court 
eſtecm'd, and acknowledg'd for. the greateſt , and moſt-accom- 
pliſh'd Courtier that had there been bred for many years. He 
render, d biraſelf conſpicuous in his profeſſion whilſt he continu- 


ed in it, by enabelliſhing, and adorning an excellent natural in- 


genuity with the choiceſt Flowers of Divine and Humane Leat- 
ning; and doubtleſs, bad he apply'd bimſelf wholly to his 
Bock , might have as equal to che moſt famous Church-men 
of this latter age: butthe hear of his Courage having tempted 
him, outof the bounds of his Spiricual Profeſſion, heprov'd a 
better Captain, than the chance of War would give him leave 
long to continue ; for the Wars of Italy wherein he ſerv'd the 
State with unparallel'd Diligence, and greater Succeſs, than was 
to be expected from ſo few Forces, as he commanded, ſpurr'd on 
his untimely Fate, as alſo his elder Brothers, who;both;of them 
in leſs than tour months ſpace, loſt their lives.in the-ſame Army. 
Whilſt che Duke had been employing his-Power, and'/Perion 
in theſe foremention'd exploits, there had paſs'd much important 
aQion'abqur'the Perſon of the-King, who after the-Skirmiſh 
of Arques,' and the Baitel of Tory, was grown. to ſuch a height 
of Powerand Reputation as had put him into.a condition toun- 
dertake, the Sicge gf, Paris ; w hich doubtleſs he might then have 
taken-,iit,go-the-one:fide his Majeſty badibeen leſs ſolicicous to 
reſerye the City(which would have been utterly deftroy'd ſhould 
us Army have entred by ſtorm )or on the ather fide the: Citizens 
had been leſs obſtinate in their defenſe : but their deſpair forci- 
fying, and hardning them againſtcheir necefiities, which incruch 
wear inſupportable, they gave the Duke of Mayenne time; to ferch 
the Duke of Parma to their Relief, which for:ſome years pro- 
rogu'd the entire Vitory his Majeſty might then, but for his Cle- 
mency, have obtain'd. After the raifing of. chis Siege, theKing's 
Army being much decay'd bythe length, andill ſucceſs: rhercof, 
all the;Catholicks who had thus long ſerv'd bis Majeſty ;everhis 
moſt particular Servants, took the liberty, -highly co complain of 
his flow proceeding towards his: intended Converſion; as. alſo- 


the ſeycral Societies, and Companies of the Kingdom, igenerally: 


ſentrheix Deputies humbly co belecch his Majeſty ro-pur an end 
rothaggood work, which would likewiſe put:;an; eadzo all: his: 


| own troubles, and be the only means topreſerve. his|Kingdom;2 


nay.cven the Cour: itſelf grew importunate inthe ſame fuir; and: 
| | were 
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were already laying the deſign of a third Party , which would | Anno 


have involv'd the King in a new difhculty his Majeſty had then no 


need of ; but to prevent all inconveniencies, to ſtop mens mouths, 


and to hinder all theſe Court-pra&tices, his Majeſty ſaw ir nece(- 
ſary to renew the War with new vigour , and by ſome notable, 
and important ation, to gain a reputation to bis Party... He took 
therefore a reſolution to call all the Nobility he could win over tg 
him, about his perſon, and that'not ſo muchto re-inforce his Ar- 
my by their preſence, as to hinder them (being at diſtance , and 


_— lh. 
ad 


1591. 
NN 


in full liberty co diſpoſe of chemſclves) from joyning either with 


thoſe Factions already form'd by his Enemies , or ſuch as were 
now (even by thoſe who had hitherto follow'd his Fortune) form- 
ing againſt him. Nevertheleſs his Majeſty knowing very well, 
that the major part of thoſe, who had ſeparated themſelves from 
him, had done it mcerly out of reſpe&ro Religion, and that they 
would not cafily be induc'd to return, unleſs he firſt gave them 
ſome hopes, as to that particular, he ſent:to aſſure them, that he 
defir'd nothing moreardently, chan ro be inftrued in the Ca- 
tholick Religion, to the end, that with the farisfa&tion and ſafety 
of his FUE - A he might make open profeſſion of itto allthe 
world. Upon this aſſurance of his ſpeedy Converſion (which 


notwithſtanding was not accompliſh'd ill ſome years after) the 


Duke of Nevers, with many other perſons of Quality,came over 
to him; and amongſt others, che Duke of Eſpernon, whom his 
Miajelty having alſo invited to his Service, and who having only 
forſook him at the firſt our of ſcruple of Conſcience, chac being 
now overcome by the reſolution. his Majeſty profeſs'd to have ta- 
ken, he made no difficulty to return , and with a Train that ſut- 
ficiently denoted wich what paſhon he embrac'd his Service, 
bringing along with him three thouſand fave hundred Foot , four 
hundred Light Horſe, and four hundred Harquebuſficrs, on horſe- 
back. Wich which Forces ( which the Duke had rais'd at his 
own charge, and by his own credit) his Majeſty being very well 
recruited, hereſoly'd to make anew attempt upon Pars it elf,and 
to afſaulr it in four places at once: A Deſign he intendedto exe- 


The Dake 
of Eſpernen 
returnsto 
Court. 


D*' Avilac 


cute by Ladders, and Pertards, and to lead on one of the Diviſi- 


ons to the Aﬀaulr in his own perſon, in which: the Duke | of; E/- 
pernon was appointed. to attend him;: and indeed of ;his men 
chiefly conſilted that Body his Majeſty would in perſon lead on 
to the Aſſault. A. Deſign which, had not the Parifians had timely 
information of, had been very likely to have taken effe&t ; but 
the preparation of Ladders, and other proviſions for the atrempr, 
being made at St. Dennis, and other adjacent places, almoſt in the 
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Anno Goh of Paris, the King's Forces no ſooner appear'd, than' the Pa- 
1591. r7ifians were alſo found ready upon their Walls; in a reſolate po- 
WY ftureof defenſe ; which his Majeſty perceiving, he retird with- 


out making a fruitleſs attempt in x; Deſign which could nor pol- 
ſibly, burin caſe of a'ſurprize; 'ſricoeed : So thar this Stratagem 


The Siege failing, he reſolv'd upon the Siege of Chbartres , which in the end 


of Chartres, 


he took, 'but not without much difficulty, expenſe of much 
time, and the loſs of a gteat number of ment. * 


The Duke having confider'd that he might now have a fir op- 


- portunity during this Siege to go to Boulogne, of which he had 


enjoy'd the Goyernment during his time of Fayour, to fettleir in 
a potture of ſafety, he entreated leave of his Majeſty that he mighr ' 
undertake that Journey. This place: (a Town of great 'impor- 


: tance ) had hitherto been commanded by the Sieur de Bernay, 


The Duke 


goes Into . 


Picard). 


whom the Duke had formerly plac'd Governour there, and in 
whom he had for many years repos'd an intire confidence : bur 
at laſt Bernay, having by ſome odd carriage of his, retdrea him- 
ſelf ſuſpeed to the Duke, he was reſoly'd to withdraw him from 
that truſt : And foraſmuch as Picardy, int the urmoſt borders of 
which this Town was ſeated , was very partial to the Leapners, 
who were poſſeſs'd of moſt of the chief Cities of that Province, 
the Duke entreated his Majeſty, that he might rake five hundred 
of thoſe Horſe he had brought with him to the Service , for his 
Convoy in this expedition ; a requeſt the King made'no difficul- 
ty to. grant, his Majeſty having no preat'uſe of Horſe in this 
Siege : So that departing in thys equipage, he perform'dhisJovr- 
ney without the leaſt oppoſition, or ſhew of an Enemy,'' with- 
drew Bernay from Boulogne, and plac'd the Marquis de Rowilac, 
his Brother-in-law, in'bis ſtead, who ſerv'd many years after in 
that employment under his command : Bur though the' Duke 
had met ho body to oppoſe him, as he went chrough the Coun- 


' try; the Duke 4 4umale, Governiour general'for the League in Pi- 


cardy, had nevertheleſs been meditating how to cur him off in his 
return, and to that purpoſe had call'd Mixiexx, theparticutar Go- 
vernour of Montrejille, into bis Deſign, where berwixt "them fc 
was apreed, that Minicux ſhould" follow” che'Duke in the Rear, 
till te had dogg'd him within ſight'of the Duke d' Anmalt's” For- 
ces ; ſo that being charg'd ar once in the Rearby Minietx,” and in 
the Front by the Duke of {#H1ale, it would beimpoſſible for him, 
thus beſet on all ſides, and by Forces double to hisown;'to difin- 
oage himſelf from ſo inevitable a danger. "And certzinly had the 
Order been as well obſerv'd, as the Deſign” was well Taid, rhe 
Duke wou'd have had verymuch ado to have freed himſelf from (6 


many 


IF t 
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manifeſtaperil: his good fortunenevertheleſs deliver'd him from Ano 

ic by an ateident, tharin't ſelf had been like enough to haye haft- 1591; 

ned his Ruifie. This .Ffimitux had for ſome titme been the Dake's NY 

particular, and mortal Enemy ;; 'and upon the pretenſe of nocha- apoa the 

ving been well us'd by him in the height of his fayour , had with Puke of £/- 

great impatience watch'd an occaſion like this,wherein to execure Pre Dake 

his Revenge: Wherefote lying in'Ambuſcado with two hundred of 4«=«- 

and fifty Light Horſe, 'upon the way the Duke was to paſs, and 

the Duke-of Awmalt nor far off-.in'a Wogd within Half a 

League of Pont-de Donrict with ſeven hunditd'more, Minizux im- 

patient to'bear it,-and either fearitig ro lole the opportunity, of 

his revenge, or hoping to gain a tich Booty of the Duke's Bag- 

oage, could not conrain-himſelf 5 but appeating ſooner , than he 

{hould have done, he follow'd'the Duke ſo clole, ill he was ad- 

vanc'd within almoſt Mulquer-ſhot of his Rear, which (the Bo- 

dies being ſo near) occafion'd many light Skirmiſhes betwixt 

chem, until ar laſt the Duke netcled to ſee himſelf ſo purſu'd, and 

crifled withal by his Enemy , commanded  Monreftruc his Kinl- 

man to go charge them with forty Horſe; himſelf at che ſame 

time- ſeconded by the Baron de Chaſteliers (fince Baron t Ars) by - 

Gohas, and Miran the chief Officers of his Party, giving ſo brisk 

a Charge into the Enemies B6dy , that they were inſtantly pur co 

rout, The 6ght was not very obftinare , by reaſon the Comman- 79mes* , 

ders of theother ſide were* either wounded, or (lain in the firſt by che 

Encounter, and there was none to Rally, or Command ; Mini- —_ o_ 

eux and his Son, Conteval his Lieutenant, and'fiſteen, or twenty of mg 

the chief Commanders were trodden undet' foot., and the reſt 

betook themlelves'to flight. The Duke , who would riot engage 

himſelf coo far into x Countty 'where he had no other Biikgels, 

thantto paſs through it, thoughtit nor convenienc to follow che 

purſuie; bur contenting himſelf wich ey gn he had: ca- 

ken uponthe place, though they were exceedingly wounded', he 

went oft his way ;' bur one of his Gentlemen (Bois Refier, by 

name) being ſtragled out to diſcqyer the Country , fell -1nto the 

Duke of Aumale's Armbuſcado; who, being cattied by thoſe had 

rakent himbefore the Duke, was by hitn exatnin'd of his qualicy, ' _ 

and who hewas'fbr'? who aiiſwer'd , Thi he belong'd to the 

Duke of 'Eſpernon'; ſhewing him at the” falnie time. t ie. Duke's 

Vant-Guard, ' which began to appear upon lictle eminepige hard. 

by. The Duke'thenh further demanded of him, if ke had ſeen 

Mnijenx ? to which he anfwer'd, That Minieusx was the Puke of 

Efpernon's Priſonet! and withal' recounced'to him che manner of 

his Defeat ; which the Duke of Aumale was no looner _— 
i © 


>, 
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Anno of, but that conceiving it was not convenient, to engage in an 
1591- uncertain Fight, where he had promis'd to himſelf a.cerain Vi- 
LYN ory, he retyr'd, without once daring to attempt any.ching up- 
onthe, Duke, highly, condemning and complaining of -Minieux, 
who by his raſhneſs and impatience , had ruin'd {6 hopeful a 

. Deſign. "0 : ike! 

Th The Duke, having thus rid his hands of his Enemies, went to-. 
put himſelf into, the;danger of his Fricnds, at leaſt thoſe who 
ought co haye been {@, being engapg'd inthe, ſame Service: bur: 

.  Tdare nothere publiſh all I know of this buſineſs , leſt I ſhould 
revive the memory of an Action , that was then condemn d by 
the King himſelf, and that cannot be approved of now. 1 ſhall 

The Duke's only tell you, that the Duke having carried his -Prifoners into 
mufge at (orbie, they were there peremptorily demanded of him, and upon 
(orbie. , E's . 
his refuſal violently taken and detained from him: A diſpute that 
was on both ſides carried on with ſuch hear,as broughtthe Duke's 
Perſon , who could not with any thought of patience endure fo 
great an affront,into very great danger : andthe odds againſt him 
was ſo great, that nothing could have been expected z but certain- 
death, had not the Sieur de Zumierres the King's Lieutenant in 
Re PRee, and the Sieur de la Boiſfiere his Brother-in-law inter- 
po ing, hinder'd the violence was preparing againſt him, and me- 
diated an Accommodation ; which , though it could notoblice- 
ratethe memory of the offenſe , kept matters; notwithſtanding 
. from proceeding to the laſt Extreams. .., 


ſhor igto bt 313%: 14 Teal 
che moneh chrough one of his chee 


ar Pierre OUt at hjS Chin, farred,ypon his Gorget::  A:ſhgr that every-one 
| Fonds. believ'd had certainly diſpatch'd . him. Bur being carried; to his 
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arriv'd at (/hartres, he went preſently to give the King an accompt 1591. 
of his Voyage, not forgetting to make his complaint of che in- {OC 
jury done him at (orbie, withal humbly entrcating his Majeſty recurns co 
would be pleas'd to do him Juſtice ; which the King chad in parc tbe King: 
already done, having order'd his priſoners immediately to be re- 
ſtor'd : but their Wounds were ſuch, that they al dy'd of them, 
ſoon after they were left at Corbie ; ſo thatthey who had commit- 
red the injury not long ſurviving ; the Duke's Quarrel was at an 
end, and all thoughts of revenge were ſoon extin&, and for ever 
buried in oblivion, 

The Siege of Chartres continued yer ſome time after the Duke's. 
return, which la Bourdaifiere,Governour there for the League, had 
ſo bravely defended, as often made the King to repent that under- 
taking, having loſt before it the Siexr de (pores Camp- 
Maſters, and, as may well be imagin'd from thence, a great num- 
ber of common Souldiers : Neither did thoſe Forces the Duke 
of Eſpernon had left with the King ſcape better than the reſt , the 
King (willing to husband the lives of his own Servants in whom 
he yet repos'd a greater truſt, chan in the Duke) continnally expo- ; 
ſing them to the greateſt danger. Of theſe Beaujeu, Maſcaron, 
and Blumet, three Colonels were there ſlain, and alſo many other 
Officers ; by whoſe valour, amongſt the reft (who perhaps had 
better forrune) the place was at laſt (notwithſtanding their nota- 
ble reſiſtance) reduc'd to the neceſiiy of a ſurrender. From thence 
his Majeſty paſs'd over into Picardy, where he belieg'd, and took -_ 9 wn 
Noyon, and ſecur'd many other conſiderable Cities of that Pro- nae Siege 
vinceto his obedience: when having after all made a little di- Ins 
preſſion into (hampagne, the year, and that (hampagne ended toge- 18-7 Wage. 
ther; it being neceſſary to diſpoſe the Army into feveral Garri- ter Nym. 
ſons to refreſh them : So that the Duke, ſceing the time of the 
year for fuxther Service was now paſt, ask'd leave of the King to 
retire into his own Government to recruit his Troops , that they The Dake 
might bein a better condition to ſerve his Majeſty the year to be, rin 
come : to which his Majeſty willingly conſented , diſmiſſing the his own Go- 
Duke with great teſtimonics of an cncire ſatisfaRion in his ſervice, 1292": 
and an abſolute oblivion of all paſt unkindneſs, 


- After all rchele good and evil adventures , the Duke being aclaſt Anno 


The end of the Third Book. 
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EF H E Duke Slicious is. his Services x0 diſpoſſels 41n0 
dS the Kingof thoſe evilimpreffions;, his Majeſty 1593. 
FOE had, through 'the ill Othces 'of forge, conceiv'd | 
rv \-againſt bim,.co the-prejudice of his Loyalcy and 

0 + affection 37; did now! reſolve” to: raiſe far greater The Duke 
| RG, Forces, than before hor the Suramger to come; 259956 
Neither had his Majeſty on-his part cenceal'd his moſt, ſecret De+ che King, 
fgns from the Duke's knowledge 3: but.;an the conrcary had invi- 

ted him again into/action; and had:reſery'd an. Employment, of 

great truſt, and Repuration:tor him in his Army... The Duke 1: po_ th 
allo was prepar'dito go, Jand/expetted; with grear.impatience/his ,} 26... 
Majeſties Order;:for his:{axing ouej-when he. recevid the lad fenetel la 
news of 'the death of Mownfieur dela Yalitte his Brother: This potted 
L ord, -after he had beaten the, Duke of Savoy out of: Provence, 

made him ſuſtain-fuch loſſes ,' as bad fore'd him x6 rexire into his ——_ 
own Dukedom- after he had ſercledi.Provence and, Dauphine i8 «'s exptoics 
his Majeſties Obedience, -and; almofb; ragged, out. all:the ſeeds, of cos pg, 


the League io) thoſtewo Provinces ;- Gn. having by, Treacics pe hind. 
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Anno ried on with infinite Condu&, and Prudence, intereſted the Re- 
1592. publick of Venice, the Dukes of Florence, and Mantua in his Ma- 
NM jefties Quarrel, and obtain'd from theſe Princes ſecurity for thirty 
chouland Crowns a month, to tranſport the War into the Dutchy 
ot Savoy it ſelf; of which alſo he was to have the management 
(by ſo powerful a diverſion to oblige this Ambitious Prince to de- 
fend his own Territories inſtcad of ivedng his Neighbours:) 
Being, I ay, upon the pointto execute a deſign ſo honourable in 
it ſelf, and ſo important to the Crown, he would yer firſt abſolute- 
ly cleanſe Provence from the cofmagion of the League , that he 
might leave no Enemy behind to beger new miſchiefs, when he 

hg not be ngar to (yppreſs then. To this end therefore h 

his Archy/into the Field in the' beginning of January, an 
wentto beliege Woquebraee, that ſtood for the League : A place, 
which though little; was nevertheleſs ſo: ſtrong, that Mounſiear de 
la Valette's Battery, baving plaid upon that ſide, which was beſt 
fortified, 5" working that (| peadyelice he defi rd, hEwould 
rembickle other \ide; . and in bis impatience ts put an end 
ro an enterprize ſo much'inferionr to his greater deſigns, would 
bimlſclf help to remove the Cannon to a more advantageous 
place; where being expos'd to the Enemies view , open, and in 
his Doubler only: @ vatity;thar 3s Joſt many of our beſt Ca- 
tains) he recciv'd a Muſquert ſhot in the head, the eleventh day 

o January ; of which within thirteen hours after he died. 

Mounfcxrde All the Hiſtorians of his time celebrated the Vertues of this 
186. vribtjhenwirtahwhight Charaficts of Honoi, the King him- 
+40 [UW appeartdinfininelyiconcern'dar his: death';!by which he was 
depriv'd of wvaliaot Captain, and aftairhful Sobje&t: Nay even 
his Enemies lamented his loſs' (fogreatan intereſt has Vertuein 
prnerousmitids :) butthe Duke his Brother was afflicted to the 
laſtdegree: He had evertoy'd him to an example of Fraternal Af- 
{eRion, hadmever made any diftin@ion berwixe the intereſts of 
fo good a Brother, andbisown ; he tad iinvelted him in a very 
* Gnfiderable ſhare of his own fortune, he had beſtow'd upon him 
the Government of Provexce, with theOffice of Admiral of Prance, 
he had beewcoritinually aſſiſting ro him-with his Purſe and Cre- 
_ dit, and had-ever made/himva” partakkeriin all the advantages of 
His Maſters Favour : benefits, of which Monnfieur de la  aletre 
kad, on his patt, made ſomodeſt, and {o vertuous an uſe, rhathe 
thoughthimſalf oblig'd (having no poſterity toi provide for) to 
kusband them for-the Duke his Brother's Servicet: Which prati- 
. tadeto lis BeacfaQor was rewarded by a good” fortune to him- 
Telf.- for having lielefrequented the'Court , the diſcontencs-ahd 
rad þ | A diſgraces 
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 diſgraces which ſomerimes perplext rhe Duke could neyer,reach Anno 
or refle& upon hira, who had continually been abroad{in ation, 1592. 
and that with ſo good ſucceſs, :thar his merit made himby every 
one thought worthy of that grearne(s he poſleſs'd ; ſforhathe was 
favour'd, and cſteem'd by all good men, without the leaſt mix- 
rurcof hatred, or envy. Neither was he, onthis part,-wanting to 
his own Reputation and (Intereſt ; - bur ever behav'd himſelt in 
all bis Employments with infinite moderation, {wectnels;;libe- 
rality, and noble Courage : :Vettues that eftabliſh'd /bym-jn bis 
Government with ſuch- Authority, and that rendred him/ſo con- 
ſiderable tothe Princes bordering-upon Provence, that their reſpect 
ro him begot inthem a ſingular regard towards the Duke his 
Brother 3 whom no man was willing (upon a light occaſion) to 
offend, leſt this (whom all the world knew. to. be ſo: kind a'Bro- 
ther, and ſo good a Friend) by an injury offcr'd to fo dear a Re- 
lation, might be tempred into extremities, that-uſually. are.the ef- 
fects of ſo juſta reſentment. It appears therefore by this, how 
oreat a ſupport he was to his Family. : but; this unfortunate blow 
depriv'd the Duke atonce of fo conſiderable a Fortune, of ſo 
powerful an AſſiRant, of ſo honourable Emiployments \, and of 
the perſon of all others moſt dearly 'beloved-by him. -The Office 
of Admiral of France was preſently, andthart by the Duke's con- 
ſent,conferr'd upon St.Blancart ſince Duke and Mareſchal de Biron, The Office 
bis Kinfman, and intimate Friend ; who (as we have already ob- RR 
ſerv'd)put himſelf into the Duke's Service in the beginning of his upon 5c. 
Favour: but who afterwards, by his good Services had advanc'd #'-n- 
himſelf very high in his Majeſties cſtecem: ' Some have. ſaid , that 
the King (ro whom the Duke's greatneſs was become ſulpected) 
had a good mind, atthe ſametime, to have diſpos'd of the Go- 
vernment of Provence alſo : but: that having conlider'd moſt of 
the principal Ciries of that Province' were in the cuſtody of the 
Duke's Friends, or their Subſticures, who had ſerv'd Volunteers 
under Mounſieur de la Valette , that the Forces, there rehding,were 
Made up of their Creatures , ſuch as only. ſerv'd upon the two 
Brothers account, it- was to be fear'd the. Duke's Diſcontents 
would be humour'd by his Friends, who. might intereft chem- 
ſelves in his Diſgrace 3 So that-his Majeſty, thinking ic neither 
convenient, nor ſafe, as Aﬀairs then tood-,, direRly to diloblige 
the Duke, was forc'd to comply with the neceſſity of 'the- time, 
and to conſent, to what he could not well hinder without, cndan- 
gering the Aﬀairs of thar Province. opted 

Mounfieur de la Valette was no ſooner dead, but that all his Of- 


ficers afſembled chemſelyes rogether , ro adviſe, what , upon this 
FT 1  accidens 
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Anno. accidenr;"they were beſt todo; where , without muchdebare, ic 


was concluded, thavcoexpreſs the affection, they had ever born 
theirdead General, and the reſpe&tthey had for'the Duke his Bro- 
ther :rowhom they would thataftetion ſhould now deſcend , ir 

was fitto fendro the King, humbly'to entreatthis Majclty:, that 
he would ſend the:/Duke of Efpernon, to command-them'in the = 
place of 'Mounſiewr-delaValette ; declaring freely wichal,; that un- 
der che command: of iany-orher: :rhey :Thould: nor fo. cheartully 
continue thole ſervices, they had forthe time paſt fo facceſsfully 
eni'd; and accordingly wich this Meflage they diſparch'd 
away the Sieurs d Eſgarrebacques,, and de Meſples'(two of the moſt 
eminentamongſtrhem both in: Valour and" Condition) to the 

Court.. -- Qt 6 1100 TAEIS s; TION MOmn £91 

The Duke of Eſpernon, being advertis'd:of the deputation of 
theſerwo Gentlemen to the King, by the 'Sieur de Peyroles (dil- 
patch'd ro him ar the. ſame time by the Chief Officers :of 'Pro- 
pence) fent hinſelfalſo to folicice his Majeſty”, for that theychad 
ſo favourably purſa'din his behalf: Repreſenting to him, © That 
*© the Government ofi-Provence ©:could nor be reputed vacant, 
© whilſt he was living, who had-pur it into his Brothers hands; 
** upon no other" atcount, thaw'to preſerve it'in his Majeſties 
* Obcdictice ; whilſt himſelf > with luch as depended upon him, 
© expos'd his Life, and Fortune elſewhere, for his Service: Thar 
« the firſt, andtruertitle;ro that Government remain'd in him,and 
© that fance he was ſo'unfortunace a# ro ſuryive his Brother-,- he 
© had that confidente in his Majeſties Juſtice, that he would not 
<« addto his affliction by depriving him of 'an Employment; he 
© had only transferr'd xo another ; that he” might himſelf be ac 
© more liberty todo him more, and berterſervice : And; as if the 
Duke had-been already aflur'd' of his Majeſties Favour to him; 
or that he would not ſeemiin the leaſt co [uſpe&t ic, he publiſh'd 
his reſolurion of Joy Provence, and made great preparati- 
ons in-order to that expedition. The King foreſceing that rhe 
Duke would, of all others, be the molt acteprably receiv'd by 
chat people; and knowing alſo ,*that in the' confuſion the King- 
dom then was, the Governmentof Provence-; wherein the Duke 
of Savoy; and the League bad (made ' a dangerous progreſs fince 
thedeath of Mounſieur-dels Palette ) could not be maintain'd as ic 
ought, otherwiſe than by the Duke's Inrereft there , thought fic 
' not to comradi@ his'claim ; andiconſequently, about the end of 
March che ſame year, ſent hima Commiſſon'to go imo Provence, 
in quality of Captain General of all his Forces there, withour-re- 
voking the title of Gavernour, which had been [gramted to him 
, | by 
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by Henry :the JI. as alſo without any confirmation of ir / but Ano 
commanding by particalar diſpatches all che Cries, and” all bis' 159#: 
Servants in that Province to acknowledge, and obey him, givity OY 
the Duke inchis ſome: ſeeming ſatisfaction, till he might find 2 
time and opportunity gently to withdraw him from thence 
The Duke,havingthus obrtain'd leave of che King, prepar'd him- 
ſelf withall expedition to depart from his Governments of | Xain. 
conge,and Angoumois; but not before he had firft ſettled his Dotries 
ſtick Aﬀairs ; the chief of which was the Inheritance of Mounfienr 
de la Valette, who, ſome days before his Death, had made a Will,” 
wherein, 'us true, hehad madethe Duke his Heir, but with fo 
lirtle advantage to him, thac che very particulars of the Will; ex- 
ceeded the value of his Eftate. He had given grear Legacies to all 
his Friends, and toall his Servants, of which he had not omitted 
one, Who was not very liberally rewarded. He had rmoreover 
given many pious Legacies for publick Buildings, Foundations of 
Convents, and Hoſpitals ; and with all this liberality, left ſo mian 
Debes behind him, that the Duke was advis'd not co meddle wth 
the Inheritance, as a thing that would certainly be z burthen to 
him : But he, far from embracing an Advice, which, though 
prudently enough given, he thought would not be bonceriblier 
him to follow, could not think his Brothers intention ſufficiently 
fulfill 'd, if he did not add ſomething of his own to his Libera- 
licies ; -A Reſolutiqn he ſo peremptorily executed, that all rhoſe 
who were mentioned in the Will were ſatisfied, before the Teſta- 
cor's perſonal Eftate.could be priz'd, or his Revenue gather'd in. - 
Having thus ſettled chis buſineſs, whilſt his Friends were buſie 
levying ſuch Forces, as he intended to lead into Provence, he had 
- now nothing left to do, but to begin his Journey , exceptto rake 
a review of his Army: Ot which che Cavalry was commanded 
by the. Sieurs de ( balats, d' Ambleville, d' Ars, (who is ſtill full of yi- The Porces 
gour at the writing of this Hiſtory, and I think the only Cayalier —_ | 
remaining of all che Officers of that Army) de Touverac, de Mi- biminto 
ran, de Gohas, de Bordes, d' Eitauſan, de Puygailliart, young Maſſes, 
_ de Boifſeau,, and ſome others ; each having a hundred ' Light 
Hotſe in his Troop» © The Infantry had for Camp Mafters , the 
Baron de Mate, Bonnowvrier, Pernes, and la Roderie , the names of 
the reſt I could not learn, time having worn outtheir Memories : 
But the Commanders and Souldiers were ſuch, that it was not 
poſſible ro ſee any where a more complete , nor 4 mote'pritely 
Body. There remain'd in Provence of thoſe who had kept them- And what 
ſelves rogether, ſince the death of Mowunſieur d: la Palette; his own ring 
Troop of Gens-d' Armes , and that of the Baron de Montaut his 
E117  Couſtn, 
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| mio Couſin, conſiſting each of two hundred Cairaſfiers , with that of 


1592: 
FalaT 


The Duke 


entorc*'d to 
borrow mo- 
ny. 


The Duke 
departs 
from « A1- 
gonl- ſme. 


the Marquiſs de («denoe, confiſting of one. The Troops of Light 
Horſe under che command of Belloe , of Ramefort, :of:Lyons, of 
St. Andiol, that of Buows, with his Regiment of Foot, comman- 
ded by the Chevalier de Buows his Brother , with the Regiments 
of Merarques, andde Yaleveyre. Soon aſter the Duke's Arrival in 
thoſe parts, he. was. yet re-inforc'd with fiftcen hundred Foor, 
which the Sieur de Gowvernet brought him out .of Daupbine; and 
the Conſtable his Uncle, ro whom he gave a Viſit as he paſs'd 
through | Languedoc , furniſh'd him with .chree hundred: Lighc 
Horſe, under the Command of the Sieurs de Poyraux , de:Monte- 
on, and d Entragues. So that he no ſooner came into; Provence, 
bur that he had above ten thouſand Foot, belides what he was 
ſupply'd withal from the Garriſons of che Country, which made 
up three thouſand more, and at leaſt fifteen. or ſixteen; hundred 
Horſe. The Mareſchals de Camp, to thoſe Forces he had rais'd 
himſelf, were the Siturs de Megrin,, and de: Bonnouvrier,. and of 
ge in Provence, Montaut, and le Faſſage, -who- having; ſerv'd in 
ſame quality under his Brother, he chought, by no means fir 


r 
to be diſoblig'd. © NO 1 
.. So wany, and ſo vaſt Leagues, made at the Duke's own char- 
ges, could-not bur very much exhauſt bis purſe, which had be- 
fore been weakned by the exceſſive expenſe he had been ar for the 
Service of the two Kings : Forin his Voyage to Henry the 111. at 
Toxrs, he had (as bas bcen ſaid): rais'd {1x thouſand Foor,, and 
twelve hundred Horſe, and in the laſt Campagne, he had brought 
to Henry III. four thouſand Foot, and cight hundred Lighc 
Horſe, which could not be rais'd without infinite expenſe : So 
that itis no wonder, if he was now reduc'd to borrowing, as in- 
deed he was, and did borrow a very conſiderable ſumme ar 4n- 

ouleſme ; where one particular man , Francois Redout by name, 
Sieur de Nevillac, lent him, at his departure from thence fatty thous 


ſand Crowns 3 and which more oblig'd the Duke (a thing 1 


have often heard him ſpeak of with great commendation of this 
Gentlemans proceeding) ſo generouſly , that he would not fo 
much as accept a bond for his Security, but only a Memorandum 
of three or four Lines; ſo great a Confidence he had inthe Duke's 
Integrity : Nor was he deceiv'd, his mony being pundually rc- 
paid at the appointed day. 

- Things being thus order'd , the Duke departed from Angm- 
leſme the fifth day of June, the ſame year taking his way through 
Perigort towards Quercy ; but there was no little conteſt berwixt 
his Honour and Aﬀection in taking leaye of his Dutcheſs, whom 

her 
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her Vercue; and Fruirfulneſs, had rendred to him moredear thin Ano 
ever ; andwho on her part-, as if ſhe had foreſcen this parting 1594. 
ſhould he theirlaſt, as indeed it was, could by rio means conſent YO 
to: this ſeparation , chough they were at laſt. both of them 
conſtrain'd, to yield to the neceſſity, his Duty and Honour ims- 

pos'd upon him. Tt ns 

-1iFhere accxu'd no little advantage ts his Majeſties Afairs ;\by 

this Armies taking the way of Quercy; for the Marquis de''The- 

mines, ſince Mareſchal of 'France; gave the Duke norice as tie was 

upon his March, that che Forces the League had: in Langueder, 
underthe command of ithe Duke de Joyenſe, had belig'd Mw; met 

which though a little Town , was nevertheleſs yery conſiderable 

for its ſicuation upon the River Tarn , and for its vicinity to Tho- 

louſe , being bur four Leagues diſtant from thence. Renjes a 
Gentleman of great Valopr, who had the command ofthar place, - 

upon the fart Alarm, had pur himfelt , with abour fifteea, or 
ſixteenGengdemen of his Friends, into jt: but it had been impoſ- 

{ible (having no body, bur the Inhabitants co afliſt him) ro have 

defended it long wirhour relict, and that no body, but the Duke, 

was able to give him: Which Father Ange de Joyeuje a Capuchin, - 

the: Duke's | "72 ine then ar T holouſe, fearing he-would 
| do, and having incelligence of the Duke's motion that way ,” he 

went, and mer/him upon his March, where he not only endea- 

your'd to diflwade him from that Defign ; burallo by all manner 

of. Arguments.todraw him. overto the League : cconjuringhim 

by all che tics of Friend{hip, and by the moſt inſtanc increacies he 

could ulc, acither omitting the reſpe& due to Religion, northe 
obligations of: Friendſhip, 'and Ralation, ro divest him from his 
purpole ; bur all in vain :. forthe Duke ſettirig aſide all thoſe 
intereſts of Friendſhip, and Alliance-when rhey came in compe- Th. Duke 
tion wich the/Duty he ought to'his Prince, was deaf to all Argu- relieves | 
ments andEntreaties , and-in ſpite of them, andhim, advanc'd 4m; ak 
directly towards the place: Bur upon his Arrival , che Exiemy, 
nothbeing ablero diſpute ic wich him, 'iramediately rerir'd ro'Tho- 

Joze, givingtheDuke,'bythat means, free libeny:to fortifie rhe 
Town:; which he did ſo:well, as ſoon after gave the King's Par- 

ty. opportunity to gain intharplace a vety ſignal 'Vidtory , by ghe 

death of the Duke de Joyenjethimlelf,-:and che abſolute defeatiof 

(his Army, /-. } 2- 27G : 93845 } 23994 is 2 hh es 0g 

Bux irwas not in this occaſion alone that the Dike's Arctics 
were employ'dinthar-Councry ; jor the powet of the Leigut 
beingas conliderablothere; as in any'Province of ithe' Kingdond, 
their Deſigns were nov (limiced tothe reducing of Fillemsr 6 iy 
26712 | they 


144 


T he Hiflory of the Life of Boox1V. 


Anno 


1592. 
VN 


The D:ike 
relieves 

AM antanbon 
by the ta- 
king in ſc- 
veral Ca- 
ſtles from 
the League, 


they had morcover almoſt block'd up Montauban, which Ciry (at 
that time reputed one of the beſt in France ) was in great danger, 
if not ſpeedily relicv'd, tobe loſt. On one fide it was aw'd by 
MoiſJac, on another by the Caſtles of Monbeton, of Mauzgc, and 
de.la Court, bclides many other little places fortified round abour, 
by which the Garriſon, andilnhabitants were ſo ſtraightned, and 
tin, that they were reduc'd to great extremity.; and ſcarci 
of all cbings.: This, the Duke being advertis'd of, and being alſo 
ſolicited by the Inhabirants;; to free them from theſe troubleſome 
Neighbours, he preſently wentabout it, and to that purpoſe pre- 
ſented himſelf firſt before Moiſſac, which-ſurrendring at the fighr 
of the Cannon, he remoy'd from thence before Manzec, which 
did the ſame : - bur the other little places,, not being ſo conſider- 
able, as that his preſence was neceflary to reduce them, he left thac 


. partof the work to the Sieurs de St. Megrin', and: de Gonnowvrier, 


Mareſchals de Camp to his Army ; himſelf , whilſt his Forces were 
employ'd abourthoſe perry Enterprizes, making a ſtep into Gaſ- 
cony to Viſit Madam de la Valette , his Mother, and to invite his 


Friends in that Country to go, and ſhare with him inthe Honour 


Tl.e Siepe 
of NMontau- 
Fon. 


of ſerving his Majeſty in Provence. | $770 
| |: By chis line digreſſion into Gaſcony, che Duke had an opportu- 
njry yer further, co re-inforce himlelt with ſome particular -Ser- 
vantsof his, with whom, having rejoyn'd his Army;, he found 
now nothing| leſt ro do, that might impede his March ; ſo thathe 
46-pps without longer ſtay, on his Journey to Provence, where 
ing arriv'd;and appearing with ſo gallant, and ſo numerous an 
Army, it gave no ſmall reputation to his Majeſties Afﬀairs ; nor 
ſtrook no ſmall aſtoniſhment into the League: and, as he, in 
his experience very well knew, that this reputation was no ways 
to be kept up, but by ſome honourable Exploit , he undertook 
divers Sieges at his firſt Arrrival (notwithſtanding the ſeaſon. of 
the year was far ſpent, it being now O&ober) whereof thar of 
Montauron was the firſt. This City, though in its fruation: and 
ſtrength incapable of any notable defenſe , was, nevertheleſs by 
the Commanders , (who had: eighteen. 'foot Companies there, 
which the Duke of Savoy had put in, to: entertain che Duke»of 
Eſpernon in his firſt heat) rhought cenabla enough ,. and that the - 
number of their men, which were nine. hundred reſolute- Sonldi- 
ers, would ſupply the defects of the place; or that (at theworſt) 
the Duke of Savey, being lo near, and-in the: head of an Army, 
they might defend themfelves,, till he hould come, co.cheir, Re- 
lief,' This Garriſon the Duke of Eſpernon at his: Arival preſently 
ſummon'd to a ſurrender, at the ſametime. repreſenting rothema, 
(op that 


f 
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thar they were in a place; that could nor poſhbly refiſt the Force Anno 
of great Shot , the Houſes of the City making up the greatelt 1593. 
7 5 J9 

part of their Wall ; and that they would do better nor: co put WW 
him to the trouble of bringing up his Arrillery, than by doing ic 
to oblige him to ule them otherwiſe, than like Gentlemen , and 
Souldiers : To which they (defying him, and deſpiſing his Ad- 
monitions) return'd this peremptory anſwer, That they had un- 
dertaken to defend that place, and would maintain ir, or: periſh, 
and make it good with their lives to the laſtman; An Anſwer 
that quickly ſer the Duke to work; who immediately beleaguer'd 
the Town ; wherethe Cannon having in a few days made a wi- 
der breach than was neceflary, the beſieg'd defir'd they might Ca- 
piculate: To whom the Duke ſent word, There was now no Ca- 
pitulation to begrantedto them , that they had loſt that privi- 
ledge, and that he would not receive them upon other terms, 
than upon ſurrender to mercy ; that they were belt therefore to 
_ deliberate, 'whether they would run the fortune of an Aflaule, or 
preſently ſubmit to that Condition, it beingthe only,and final Fa- 
; Vour they were to expect. | 

Whilſt cheſe matcers were in agitation, the Duke of Savoy, who 
had engag'd theſe men in this Fi As place, and knew , as well 
as any, the danger they were in, was advancing with three thou- 
{and Foot,and five hundred Light Horſe to sclieve them ; which 
the Duke of Eſpernon was no ſooner enform'd of, but that leaving 
a ſufhcient Force to maintain the Siege, he went out to meet him, 
and bravely offer'd him Battel : But the Savoyard,not daring to run 
ſo great a hazard, retir'd withour any further attempt; ſothat the 
Belicg'd, being out of all hopes of Relief, were forc'd to ſur- 
render to the Duke's diſcretion, where their Inſolence, and Re- 
bellion receiv'd their due reward, and that in as high a degree, 
and with the greateſt rigour , the Law of Arms does permit : 
whereby they were made miſerable examples: of the greateſt cru- 
elty. Allthe Captains found in the place, tothe number of four- | 
teen, were immediately hang'd up, and five hundred common + wag 
| Souldiers ſent to the Gallies ar Talon; the reſt either eſcap'd in —_ 
rhe time of the Capirulation, or were (lain, during the Siege : A ry. . 
ſeverity that ought notto have been praQtis'd, upon our own Na- 
tion. --Butthe Yuke would by this give the Duke of Sevoy to un- 
derſtand, that he , having violated the publick Faith, and his 
League with the Kings of \France, as he had done, he would haye 
no fair Quarter with him, nor uſe him otherwiſe than as a mor- 
tal Enemy.to the Crown, and Kingdom. 


V After 
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- Aﬀer this Action, the Duke conceiving himſelf no lef ob- 
lig'd to prote&t his Majeſties good Subjects, thanto ſupprels his 


Enemies; his firſt care was to ſecure the Officers of the. Parlia- 
 menrof Provence (ſuch as had declar'd for the King from the be- 


ginning, and had retir'd themſelves from ix (the leat of Parlia- 
ment) CT rhe time the City had revolred to the Duke of Savoy) 
in ſomeplace of ſafety : For this purpoſe he could find noplace 
ſo fit for ſtrength, and conveniency as Mano/que, where he ſeated 
thenvin great ſecurity, and honour. And. that the time mighc 
not paſs away withour ſome ſhew of Action , whilſt the ſeaton 
would not give him leave ſmartly to follow the War ; he in this 
dead time of the year, with a ſtrong party of Horſe ſcour'd the 
Country all over the whole Province. Neither was this an unneceſ- 
fary; oran unprofitable diligence, by which he confirm'd thoſe 
Cities, already declar'd for the King,in their duty ; and allo fright- 
&d thoſe inclining to a Revolt into berrer Reſolutions ; Bur che 
greateſt advantage he reap'd by it was, thatby-this means, : he in- - 
form'd himſelf, upon the particular places themſelves, of the ge= 
neral eſtate of the whole Province; and moreover, kept his men 
in ation, like a Caprain that very well underſtood Order and 
Diſciplineto be the only things, that eſtabliſh, and ſupport an 
Army,- and the peft of great Bodics to be ſloarh 'and liberty, 
which debauch Souldicrs from their Duty, and have often been 
obſerv'dto diflolve; and diſperſe the greateſt Armies, when the 


* Souldierhas been fuffer'd to enrich himſelf by -idlenefs,; and li- 


cenſe;” upon the plunder of his Quarters. iHe thercfore provided 
for the ſubſiſtence of -his men , by impoſing Contribucions upon 
the Province, which/nevertheleſs was not done: without the ad- 
vice and conſcar' of the Officers of Parliament ; by whoſe Au- 
thority, as well as his own , he order'd a certain rateof allithings 
in the Markets, -and that at ſo indifferent a price, that the Com- 
mons found a greater conveniencein the Quartering of Seuldiers; 
thaniin being withours; ſo quick-a return they had fortheir Corn; 
and other Proviſions, and ſo certain was their pay::/Fo-this the 
Aſleſitnents, deſign'd ro defray theſe Provifions, were ſvequally 
laiduponthe whole Country, that no man icould complain he 
was oppreſt : | nor was there any who did not find: bis-advanitage 
in this neceſſary evil. In fine, all things were ercled ſomuch to 
pogo conveniency, and fatisfaftion of all,” thari'] fave 'an 
hundred times heard the Duke wiſh for ſuch an eſtabliſhment in 


Guienne: but the contagion was there already ſpread tog-far, and 
had taken too deep root, to admir ſo happy a.reformation. _ By 
this prudent diſpoſition of things , the Souldier found himſelf 

c. provided 
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providedof his ſhare of all — neceſſary where-ever he::came, 
according tothe order preſcrib'd.: 'Neitherwas he to-:exa&more 
ipon rar ae; xpendleydhec wickoi any llwpEoe 
offenſe 5 by which leverc Diſcipline , the King's Party, in thoſe 
parts, were in'a ſhort time obſcry'd:to be very-much cncreas'd.. .- 
The Duke, ſolicirous to maintain this Repuration of the Royal. 
Arms, by ſome notable enterprize;;-reſoly'd to makean atempr: 


upon the Ciry of Arles;  neither:did he herein-taake 4ncill choice, 


it being one of the moſt conſiderable places oh Provence, ſeated up- 
on the Banks of Rofne, andiithabired: by above three' hundred 
Familics of very good quality;: who here made: their ordinary re-: 


ſidence ; - beſides a vaſt numberof* Citizens. ,and-inferiqur. peo- 


The Siege 
of Arles. 


ple. This Ciry , like all others. which are! fieuated upos,Navi-: 


"myo and daily expe&to be ſupply/d.with- freſh-Provi- 
10ns, - kept very little before-hand in ſtore ;. which che Duke be- 
ing well enform'd of, contented: himſelf with; ſhutting; up: the 
Riveronly above, and bclow',:and cutting off the Suctours of 
the adjacent Countrey , by Quantcring ſeveral: ns (7% both 
ſides the River : by which means, withourt-much.trouble, or any 
conſiderable loſs in a month, or. fave weckstime, this/trong City 
was reduc'd to a neceflity of ſurrender, andtoſhakebands with 
the League, for whom they had -bitherto: been zealous to the 
higheſt dogree. They came therefore to a Capitulation, inwhich 
the Duke was content to accept of thirty Hoſtages for .cheir fu- 
ture good behaviour, and with that caution to/ caſe then: of the 
burthen of a Garriſon, which in truth at.chas time , /befare he 
was well ſettled in; his Government, he' could not- well: have 
ſpar'd,. nor without manifeſt prejudice to his Majeſties/, and his 
own private Aﬀairs. Nevertheleſs what good: ſecurity ſocyer the 
Dukethought he had taken to bind them ro their Duty,, the Jn- 
habitants made no ſcruple afterwards, in the Revolt of the Cicies 
| of Provence, by their Rebellion:to expole the: lives:of: {a-many 
men of Quality, who had generouſly Rak'd rheir perſons for the 
good of their tellow Citizens , to the Duke's juſt indignation; 
though he by a clemency much more extraordinary , chan the (c- 
verity he had ſhew'd at Montaxron, diſmils'd the Hoſtages to their 
own houles, without ſo much as putting them:ro ranſomac; which 
-in an occaſion of this nature is no uſual Fayour, fora 

Aſter this ſucceſs, the Duke yet undertook the Siege of Antibe, 
a place wonderfully well fortifi'd, ſeated upon the Sea fhore, and 
favour'd with a very good Port ; which the. Duke of Savoy, ſince 
his laſt raking of it, to aſſure his poſleſhon, had ſo fortified , and 
mann'd, that he thought it impoflibleto beraken, The Duke of 
Vi Eſpernon 


Arle: lars 
rendred, 


The S'epe 
ot Antile. 
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Eſpernon notwithſtanding preſentedhimlſelf. before it, where bar 
ving furamon'd de Governour toa-ſurrender ; and his Txumper 
being-ſeno back with aſcornful anſwer, he proceededtoa formal 
Siege; advancitig by:Tikenches ;raihng of Barceries;, andduly ob- 
ſervin er the'Yicthod, and Diſcipline of War: preſcribe in 
| f&difficuk attempts... The Town was deferided fora while, 
but: che Governour |ifv/the endcrevir'd: inco his Fore, where: ha 
chouphthefſhouldbean aconditian to make the Duke Ypend his 


. time; and conſume his Army vinproficably, and to.no purpoſe, | 


Abi igne. 


- thatthe Duke coul 


. Þ- This place had beſides its own Rrengrh, and advantageous fi- 
| tuation, this further convenience, thatevery night, by the: Duke 


of Savoy's order, aGally ſer ont from Nice, that brought all the 
refrefliments tothebeſtcg'd,; they could deſire, carried away their 
Sick, and Wounded, brought them! in freſh Souldiers , and pro- 
vided allthings neceflary for them ; which ſo continual Succour, 
and ſealomable Supplies,” ſwell'd the Governour with an apinion, 
J never force him : Neither was the Duke aif- 

pleas'd athjs confidence, hoping; that this ſecurity of his would 
at one time or.atiother.contribute-to the ſuccels of his Deſign, 
He therefore continued his approaches,and try'd all ways imagin- 
able to cfieRhis ehterprize ; "when ar laſt his Cannon having bar- 
terd the Curtainina place not much frequented, he percciv'd, 
that thoſe within kept no guard there ; by which he believ'd they 
had not obſerv'd thati breach; and immediately reſolv'd ra make 
his advantage of that negligence. To this purpoſe therefore he 
ſenc @ Setjeant to diſcover tho breach, who accordingly having 
one it; 'and retutn'd by a hole big enough for:a man' to paſs ar 
bis eaſe, hemade his report tothe Duke, that there was (0 little 
order inthe place, that:no one ſo much as thought of repairing 
that Breach, and thatthere was no Guard atall kept there. Upon 
this intelligence the Duke reſolv'd, chat an Aflaulc ſhould the 
next morning be made; -on that ſide the Forcreſs ; which, chatic 
might thebercer fucreed , a general Aſſault was to be madeſhew 
of , that'the Defendants , being cvery where employ'd, whilſt 
they weredeluded by falſe Alarms, fitry good men , choſen for 
the purpoſe, ſeconded by an hundred more, and that hundred by 


| agreaternumber, might creep up to the Curtain , and: ſlip in-ar 


the Breach ; a Deſignrhat took effect : In the execution of which, 
the Alarm having turpriz'd the Gayernour.in Bed , and he cun- 
ning out in his Night-Gown, and Slippers; to ſce wharwas the 


Autikcrakev matter, was in that poſture taken, as the Fort it ſelf was by Al- 


by Aſſule. 


ar the Conquerours di 


fault. And here, wy by the Law of Arms all things were- 
cretion , the Duke nevertheleſs proceed- 


ing 


BooxIV., eheDatpof Elpernon; 
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AMontaprons abſolutdy forbad all ynneceſlary ſlaughter; : content- 
ing himſclf wich detaining tbe, Goverpour, and 7 ene: his:Of- 
Gicers, priſoners. . The Duke of Savoy; who bad madethigplace 


the Dukerhere found thirry braſh Picces, of which faurtcea-were 
Royal Culverines, or Baſtards, with greac.ſtore-of Ammunition, 
which,did him no lixtle: ſervice:.im the proſecution of thas War, 


The Gally from Nice faild natthe next night to come accord- | 


iog to her-cuſtom.; and, if _it had been thought of, to: have 1an- 
{wer'd her Signal by che uſual connterfigo, had infallibly beecta- 
ken with the place :, but in the heat of the ViRtory , no. bady ha- 
vying remembred, ic, ſhe retir'd lafe. ro Nice, thoſe wha were in 
her, by che amiſhon of che Signal, and bythe noiſe and confuli- 
on they. heard in the Town, concluding the Fort, and all , to be 
certainly taken. qi 


which neverthelels ſurrendred at the firſt Summmopns :, So that 
huncing, and every where unkennelling the Saveyards, at this ſuc- 
celsful rate, who had poſſels'd rhemaſelyes of mot of the beſt Ci- 
ties of Provence, he gave Mounfieur de  Eſdiguieres, who was new- 
ly carred into Savoy, and who was deputed for.thar Service by the 
Treaty, madea linle before berwixt Mounftenride la Palette, and 


rhe foremention'd Princes of 1caly, great opportunity co make a 


notable progreſs into that Dukedom. | | 

' Neither was it by thele diycrſtons alone that he favout'd F E{di- 
guiers invaſion of Savoy, but by a more important afhiſtance*: for 
when the Duke of Savoy (driven out of Proyence on the: one fide 


by the Duke of Eſpernon, and call'd home on the other tothe de- 


fenſe of his own Dukedom, by the dangerous progreſs V Eſdiguieres 
had there already made) return'd upon hima with all the Forces he 
had; doubtleſs Mognſieur Þ Eſdigwieres had been in apparent dan- 


ger of ſome notable Defear, it at his requeſt, and in ſo urgent a 


ing/in that moderate way he had:taken up;, af his ſeverity, at; Anno 


V394- | 
d 
C:rth b 


his chick}, Azſenal, had furoiſh'd it ſo.well with Accillery, that 


C % 
AIC 


From Antibe the Duke went to Cannes, which had revolted af The Surren- 
xer the Death of Moynſieur dela Valette, a very good Port Town, 9 9 ca 


neceſiy, the Duke of Eſpernon had nor aſſiſted him with twelve atounjeer de 


hundred Foot, and three hundred Horſe; waich he ſent him-un- 75 


der the command of the (havalier de Buows, and to make: the ob- 
ligation the greater, .had not allo procur'd him from the Conſta- 
ble (with whom the Duke had a very greatintereſt) almoſt as ma- 
ny more Forces, by which he was not only re(cu'd from the pre- 
ſent danger, bur likeyiſe put into a capacity of attempting greater 
things than he had yer done. A courtelic very ill requitcd , _ 
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ſhall ſee inthe faltowing Revolutions of Provence , the Buke ha- 


Anno 


14D2. 
Anno 


L393" 


The Duke 
reduces ſe- 
veral revol- 
red Towns. 


ving afterwards no ſuch enemy as he, whom he had ſoſezſbnably 
ted, in-2time of the greateft-neceflicyand danger!” 2 ' ©. | 
- .\Fhe fucceſs thar hicherto had'attendedthe Duke, gave fo'great # 
repurationtothe Royal Arms; 'and' had '{o'-diſcountenanc'd the 
Enemy; that there ſcarce remain'da'placein'the whole Province, 
thaedurftſhut cheir Gates againſt him?! So thar after the Duke of 
Savoy was retir'd ((as you have heard) imtohis own Country , the 
Duke had leiſure, and wichourmuctvdifheulry,>co'rtebver Frejws, 
(cutat, (ifteron, St, Tropes, with'many other important places 
that hadrevolted "after the death of Mounſithr de ls Yaldite, andto 
make-himſelf Maſter of all Provence; Aix , and Marſelks , only 


| "Theſe rwo were the Capital Cities of the Province , the firſt 


conſiderable for its cirtuir, andthe ſeat: of Parliament eſtabliſh'd 
there ; and the other, for its greatneſs allo, and for thenumberof 
Inhabitants; bur principally forthe Port, reputed one of the beſt 
upon the : Mediterranean Sea. Theſe rwo Cities ſo far forgor 
themſelves, their Duty, and Allegiance , that after the death of 
Henry che II. (aninfated by an indiſcreetzedl to Religion, which 
was ever the Leaguers Pretenſe,to abuſe the ſimplicity of the peo- 
ple)chey-rather choſeto create: an Uſurper in the perſon ofthe 
Duke of Savoy, andto ſubmir themſelves to bis invafiveGovern- 
mer, than to acknowledge, and _ their own lawful, and na- 


tural Prince. Attheinſtigation therefore of the Counteſs de Saut, 


of the (ount de (arces, and ſome others of ' Quality inthe Coun- 
ry, who were fierce for the League, they ſent: a Deputation to 
this Duke, as faras Turin , where, by the mouths of two'Com- 
miſfioners of Parliament, and many other Officers, and in the 


-nameof the people, they made him a voluntay tender of the 


Principality of the County of Provence. Whercupon the Duke, 
in acknowledgment of ſo free , and unexpeRted an offer, had 
notonly receiv'd them into, and promis'd them his own prote- 
ion; bur likewiſe that of the King of Spain his Father-in-law, 
coming himſelf in perſon to take poſſeſſion of his new Province, 


where he had, almoſt in all places, been receiv'd with all the ho- 


nourand applauſe he could poſſibly expe&; ordefire. An a& be- 
coming agiddy and rebellious people ; who coming afterwards 
to-recolle& themſelves, to conſider what they had done, and how 
great a fault they had committed againſt their Faith and Duty, 
were yeereſoly'd to perlilt in their Rebellion, andby taking mea» 
ſure of their own offenle, apprehending no poſſibility of pardon, 
determin'd to rely upon their own ſtrength, and creating courage 

| out 
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out of deſpair, were reſolute to {ufler the urmoſt extremities, r4- Anno 
ther than to recede from what they had fo infamouſly , and im- 1393. 
maturely done. - All which, although ic was very well known to Y 
che Duke of Eſpernon, and likewiſe what reſiſtance was to be cx- 
pected, from men made deſperate by their own Crimes :y yet had 
hethecourage to make an attempt upon theſe two great Cities, The D-ke 
if, pofible, ro reduce them to-their obedience, which, had For- o_ Gre 
 tunecontributed any thing tothe greatneſs , and bravery of the »pon 4, 
Deſign, had cenainly taken a happy effect. 7 geil 

The Duke having, upon mature deliberation , reſoly'd upon /:iir. 
theſe rwo,Enterprizes, would begin'with that of Aix, as appear- 
ing. the eaſier to-beaccompliſh'd, 4ix wanting thoſe Succours by 
Seay which Marſelles, upon occaſion', was certain to have ; Bur 
his Forces, being too few to form a regular Siege, againſt ſo great 
a City, he was tain to ſupplythar dete&t by erefting many Forts ports buite 
againſt 1t-; which, ſhutting up the Avenues, were, notwithſtand. againk 4ix. 
ing his want'of men, ſufficient to block up 'the City. Betwixt 
cheſe Forts, in a place of advantage, he caus'd'a Grand to beere- 
cd,thatis to ſay, 2 greater Fort, after the form of a new City, 
oppolite to,-and within a Muſquet-ſhor.of the old ; where the 
greateſt part of his/Infantry were beſtow'd: with conveni- 
ence ;, and. from whence the Duke could ſo perfe&tly diſcover, 
whatever could be praQtis'd agairift-him by the Enerfy ; thatir 
was impoſhble ſo to ſurprizehimi;, bur that he' wotld be ever 
ready to relieve atiy of his Quarters with great facility, ſhould any 
 thingbeattempted againſt them! The Cayaltry, 'that could by no 
means ſubfift in the ſame place, ' were diſpoy'd 'inco ſeveral Gar- 
riſons, lome nearer, ſome further off, according as there-was con- 
' venience. of Quarters] of which' thoſe--utider-che command of 
Chaſtelliers, du Paſſage,” de Buous, and de Ramefort were the neareſt, 
where they wanted no opportunitics of fignalizing their Vigilan- 
cy, and Valour : 'Anorder ſo admitably eftabliſh'd; as in time re- 
duc'dithe City of i 4ix;-ro ſuch extremities ;ithat they | muſt cer- 
' rainly havefall'n into the Duke's hands, hadnort the Inhabirancs 
declar/darefolution of ſubmitting themſelves to none , burthe 
Kirig;: where notwithſtanding the Duke wasthe only Author of 
their ſubmiſſion, as:he: was of all other advantages che King ob- 
rain'd in Provence; though Kill the artifice of his Enemies fo 
$kreen'd his merits from his Majeſtiesobſervation, thathereceiv'd 
very litlethanks fot is labour. ins | 

The Duke began'to build his Fort in June 1593. The Count de 
(arces near ally'd'torthe Duke of Mayenne (being Son by a former 
Husband'ro the Dutcheſs his Wite) commianded in the _ 
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LAW Yu 
The Enemy 
endeavours 
by frequent 
ſallies co 
hinder the 


- Duke's 


Works. 


A great (al- 
ly made by 
the belieged 


_— 


Anno where the Inhabitants under his cemmand, back'd by ſome Foor 


Companies belonging to the Duke of Savoy, which yet remain'd 
in that Country,were ſo brisk, as, at the Duke's firſt fitting down, 
by frequent Sallies co diſturb his Building ; bur were ever beaten 
back with ſo great loſs, that they were arlaſt content ro fic Rill, 
and ſuffer what they found they were not able to oppole. And 
here I find my ſelf upon a Scene of Honour, where the beſt Pen 
might be worthily employ'd : where notwithſtanding , ſhould I 
make particular mention of all rhe Skitrmiſhes, Combars, and 
brave aRions that hapned upon this occaſion , 1 ſhould fall into 
the error, which of all others Imoſt pretend to {hun , and trou- 
ble my Reader with a long , and perhaps. a tedious Narrative ; 
though ſome of them are ot ſo ſhining a Reputation, as can, by | 
no means, be paſs'd over in filence. 

Whilſt the Duke therefore was very bulie, about raifing his 
Fort, the Count de Carces, who would try all poſhble ways to hin- 
der that work, ſallied out of the Town at broad noon-day with 
400 Gentlemen, of which number was the Count de Suze , Be» 
zaudun,Camp-Mareſchal,S..HAarcelin, and Reglanette, with many 
more Gentlemen of Quality, who followed by 2000 men, what 


of the Inhabirants, and what of the Companies in Garriſon, went 


with a deſign to overthrow the Works already begun, and if poſ- 
ſible co compel the Duke to rgjre. A Delign, that as it was brave 
init {clf.ſo was the time wherein it ſhould be executed as prudent- 
ly choſen; for at ſo unexpected an hour moſt part of the Puke's 
Souldiers were either leeping in their Huts,or gone abroad to For- 
rage ſo that the Duke had very few abour him: Neither, ifthe In- 
fantry were in ſuch diſorder, were the Horſc in a greater readineſs, 
which conſtrain'd the Duke ,, who had mounted at the firſt noiſe 
of the Alarm , being able to get but very. few together, with 
thoſe few to expoſe himſelf ro withſtand the firſt fury of the Ene- 


- my. Chaitdier (whom we have already begun to call the, Baron 


d' Ars) hearing in his Quarters a noiſe , and uproar , ſich as is 
uſually occaſion'd by tumulcuous Sallies, withithe Siexr de Buous, 
werethe firſt, who with their Troops came into the Duke's ſuc- 
cour, whom, as ſoon as come, he commanded-to chargethe Ene- 
my ; whilſt himſelf, who had ſoon rallied all who were ina con- 
dition to fight, following them cloſe at the heels, fell fo furiouſly 
into the Body of the Aſlailants as made all give way. before him. 
The Count de Carces, ſeeing his men (o roughly handled., .endea- 
vour'd to recover an Hoſpital in the mid-way , betwixt the Forr, 


and the Ciry, with an intent there to rally his men, andtomake 


good the place : burthe Duke falling in pell-mell amongſt chem, 
fg: forc'd 
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forc'd him co continue his flight to the very Graffe of the Cicy, 
where 'many of his men were ſlain, by which'ill ſucceſs che 
Enemy having loſt above 400 men, they were for the future: ber- 
ter advis'd, than to-make any miore ſuch. allies, and ſuffer'd rhe 
Duke, 1n great ſecuricy, to continue his work under their noſes. 
Whilſt every one thought the Duke wholly intent upon this 
Deſign, of fix, andthar mens minds were ſuſpended in cxpecta- 
tion of the event of that enterprize, he conceiv'd there - was an 
advantage to be made of this general belief, that ſeem'd to falici- 
rate an attempt upon Mar/elles it felf ; which,as it was very impro- 
bableby opea force to take any good cect: , fo was itto be. car- 
ried on with great prudence, and ſecrelie , to make it: ſucceed : 
He therefore gave private InſtruQions to:all fuch Commanders 
as he intended to make uſe of in this Enterprize, to make ready 


— 


Anna 


1593+ 
Win. a ©, 


3000 choſen F 00D, and ,400 Light Horſe , as allo to: prepare An attempt 
- three Petards, with'which in the beginning of a very dark-nighr, upon Me - 
he ſilently roſe from his Quarters, marching his men che:dire&t _ 


Roadto. Marſelles, He. had not as yet diſcover'd his Deſign to 
any, when being advanc'd abouthalf a League on his way, and 
thinking ic now high time to put his Friends out of ſuſj wh who 
knew nothing whither they were to go, he call'd ah 

Officers of his Party about him, and ina ſhort Harangue , told 
chem, -** That if he had not ſooner diſcover'd his Dehign. unto 
*them, it was not for any diffidence he had of their fidelity, 
_ © which was already ſufficiently known unto him ; that aker the 
'* many teſtimonies they had, upon all occaſions , given him, of 


< their Worth, and Valour, he had more reaſon to leck opportu- 


© nitics wherein he might manifeſt his gratitude, than to expect 
« .ny further proof from them : but that as ſecreſic was the great 
y g 


the Chief 


* promoter of all Enterprizes of the natureof this, wherein he 


* now intended to employ them,he would not , ſhould any dila- 
* ſter happen, that the leaſt colour of blame ſhould refle&upon 
* any of them; bur much rather be wholly impured to Fortune : 
© bur nevertheleſs all things being ſo well order'd, as he conceiv'd 
**they were, there was no doubt to be made of a ſucceſsful iſſue 7 
*© That he therefore conjur'd them: reſolutely to undertake an ai- 
* on of the greateſt advantage tothe King, to his Majeſties At- 
* fairs, and to their own particular benefit, and honour , that 
** could peſſibly be propos'd : That every one there knew Mar- 
_ ** felles to be one of the moſt important Cities , whether confi- 
* der'd inthe commodity of irs Hayen , or in its vicinity to Fo- 
"reign Countries, in the whole Kingdom : That this City re- 
© duc'd by the King of Spain's promiles, and the Duke of Savoy's 
X 


rogether, 


w—_— 


— 
. s,% be 
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© rogerher, had already put her ſelf into their protection - and 
« erſiſting in her obſtinacy , was ready to open her Gates to 
« Strangers, to receive their Garriſons, and to give away her Ji- 


| *herryto them, after having violated her Faith, and Duty co her 


« [awful Sovereign : That ſhould ſtrangers once get entire poſ- 
< ſefſion of that City ; it would be loft for' ever, and 'that there 
© would be no hopes ever todrive them from ſo advantageous a 
cc _ what attempts ſoever could be made, 'againft a'place ſo 
<« trong, and ſocafic to be teliev'd : Thar next to rhe-:publick 
{© concern he conſider'd the reducing of this City as acertain and 
« frm eſtabliſhment of his own intereſt in Provence, and thar 
© theythemſclves ought to look upon ir as a pledge, whereby thar 
« fair, andrich Province would be aſſur'd unto' them”, 'and that 
&* would givethem an entire authority overthe people, who after 
&« ſo bravean exploit, would no more be able to vie Merit, or 
« Yalour with them, as they had formerly done: That ſuch as 
©<had underraken Enterprizes of 'this nature were wont to ani- 
© matetheir companions with: hopes of Booty; but thar for his. 
< partheſhould take a-contrary'way : That'itwas not his incent 
© to ruine Provence, nor the City of Marſelles ;bur to preſerve both 
« the one, and the other for the King, to eftabliſh himſelf there 
* in orderto his Majeſties Service, and tofpracure for them other 
«© advantages, and by other means ſuicing to their great merit, 


« and the(ervice they: had perform'd : Thatthis Ciry once taken 


- © there could be no more fear of wanting proviſions for the Ar- 


* my, the conveniency of the Port bringing in' all things nece(- 
© ſary in great abundance, that the evil-affeRedneſs of the people 


_ © would for the future be able ro produce nothing to their preju- 


& dice, they having in their own hands either the Keyes of the 
« Province to let in all neceflary Succours,or otherwiſe the Chains 
* that would tye them faſt ro cheir duty : That above all things 
<thercfare he moſt carneſtly defird them to reftrain the inſolence 
© of the Souldier , whom notwithſtanding he did not thereby 
© intend to hinder of the benefit they might juſtly make of the 
© Inhabitants Eſtates, which were already forfeired ro them by 
© by their Rebellion, and of which they ſhould ſoon be poſſeſs'd 
* by the ViQory : butthat he defir'd they might be fairly divi- 
* ded amongſt them, that they mightthe longer enjoy what they 
* got, and not loſe, and deſtroy the ſpoil, as it otfen falls out in 
*che ſack, and plunder of great Cities : That he would not upon 
® this occaſion ann" unto them the remembrance of their ac- 


**cuſtomed Valour, that he knew by good experience ſach exhor- 
"tations were altogether unneceſlary rothem in bold, and dange- 
*© rous 
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< rous attempts 3 and that he only conjur'd them to follow his Anno 

© example now, as hitherto they had follow'd his Perſon, and 1593. 

Fortune. | WWNY 
The Duke, having thus prepar'd his Friends for the Enter- 

prize, continued .on his way ; when, being come within ſight of 

the place, he himſelf, with thoſerhat had charge of the Perards; 

advanc dup tothe Gate : Of theſe the firſt Perard play'd to as 

good effect, as wasto be expedted ; having made a hole in the 

Gate wide enough for a man eafily to get through; which,though 

made wider by theſecond , yet did not the Gate fall down, being 

ſupported by a great iron Bar behind : The Duke therefore call'd 

for the third Perard, bur in vain; no Petard being to be heard of, 

no more than the man to whoſe truſt it was committed ; which 

made then try to break the Bar with Axes, that they might have 

the paſlage more free to relieve ſome of their men, who were al- 

ready got in by the hole of the Gate : But the Inhabitants, rouz'd 

at the firſt noiſe of the Petards, running to their Arms , made a 

ſtout oppoſition ; where, having bur few to deal withal, the Aſ- 

filants were with great caſe beaten back, and the Gate as ſudden- 

ly Barricado'd up. It is not to be imagin'd how infinitely the 

Duke was afflicted at this ill ſucceſs, and the more , becauſe he 

chought he had made himlelf, as it were, Maſter of the eveat by 

the prudent conduct of his Deſign; though he has fince thoughe ' 

bimaſelf happy in failing of his purpoſe (ſo much ſhould men ſuſ- 

ſpect their own deſires in the choice of things that concern the 

condudt of their lives) it being to be fear'd , that had the Duke 

been eſtabliſh'd in the power tbe winning of this City would 

have ſeated him in, and recciv'd thole affronts, and that ill uſage 

from Court, he afterwards did in the revolutions of Provence, the 

ſence of thoſe injuries might have prompted him to do things no 

ways ſuiting with his Duty, as we ſhall ſee he was ſoon after tem- 

pted to do. 1 do much wonder that none of our Hiſtorians have 

ſo much as mention'd this Enterprize, who have ſome of them 

been very particular about many others of the Duke's of much 

leſs importance ; whoſe omiſſion of this has engag'd me to inſiſt 

longer upon it, than otherwiſe | ſhould have done; that ſo brave 

an Aion might not be buried in oblivion: of which the bare 

ProjeR could not have been meditated by a mean courage, nor the 

Deſign carried on ſo far by an ordinary prudence. — 
The Duke, being retir'd to his Fort very much diſcontented ar The Dake 

his evil ſucceſs, would revenge himſelf of that diſgrace by new, '{i.. 

and brisker attempts upon the City ot 4ix: Wherefore having 

intelligence that.che Inhabicants already began tor feel themſelves 


X 2 ſtraight- 
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ſraightned for wavr of Vietuals, he, to take from thern all furure 
hopes of ſupply, immediately fell co deſtroying all the Fruits , and 


LN Corn of the Country round about, and, not content to do them 


this miſchief without, plai'd ſo many Cannon-ſhot into theTown, 
that not a man durſt appearin the ſtreets, or abide in the: upper 
rooms of their houſes: But the befieg'd , ingenious in cheir Re- 
venge, contriv'd a way to pay him back ſome of his'Balls by a 
Counter-battery from the great Tower of the: Church of 'Noſtre- 
dame, a Pile of great note , and fame, as well for its exceeding 
height, as for the excellency of irs ArchiteRture , and Beauty. To 
the top therefore of this Tower, they made ſhiftto crane up two 
Culyerines, and had a Cannonecr ſo expert, as not only leyell'd 
chem right againſt che Fort , bur even againſt the Duke's own 
Tent within it, where he made the ſtrangeſt ſhot , that perhaps 
ever flew from ſuch an Engine. This Cannoneer , under the pro- 
erection of ſome little Fruce (of which there happen many in 
ſuch Sieges, cither for the carrying off cheir Dead, or ſome other 


occaſion) had, unknown, crept into the Fort, and had there di- 


ligently obſerv'd every part of the Duke's Quarter : He had alſo 
diſcover'd that the Duke every afternoon us'd to play at Cards in 
the Parlour of his Tent, and had obſerv'd fo much as the place 
where his Chair was conſtancly ſer. Having thus inform'd him- 
ſelf of all theſecircumftances, hereturn'd to the Ciey , where, 
aſter he had leydl'd his two Guns to his own defire , he was fo 
confdene of his skill, as to offer odds, that in one of two ſhots 
he was aboucto make , he would cither kill the Duke of Efper- 
non, or very much endanger his life; when immediately giving 
fire, he prov'din part as good as his word, the ſhor lighting di- 
realy intothe place,to which it had been by his eye before dirc- 


The Duke's Ed. T be Duke was at this time playing at Primero, and ſet betwixe 
miraculous two Gentlemen, ane calied le Poiiy; the others name I could nor 


eſcape. 


learn, who were both of them beaten topieces, one over, and 
theocher under the Duke ; who by an incredible vigilancy of 
Fortune, being at that inftanc bow'd down upon the Table , co- 
draw the money he had newly won upon areft, eſcap'd thar fa- 
tal blow ; yet though he eſcapddeath,, ic was not without two 
great wounds, one by a piece of one of the poor Gentlemen's 
Bones, that pierc'd deep into his Belly; and the other, by another 
piece of a Bone, in his hip ; of both-which he carried themarks 

along with him.co his Grave. | 
| Fhole of the Town who were ſoon aware of the lucky hir 
their Cannoneer had made, believing the cffe& of it ro be grearer, 
than indeed it was, would not let lip an opportunity, wherein 
they 


&> 
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chey conceiv'd ſomething might be executed to their own advan- Anno 
rage : wherefor: they immediately ſent out St. Romans , onie of 1594. 
. their Mareſchals de Camp, with an hundred and fiky Light Horſe TM 
at one Gate, and Bezaudun with the like number at anor cr,cotry, wand of rs 
if in theconfuſhon they heard in: the Fore ſornething might not 4ix,ims- 
be arrempred with ſucceſs, who, had they found a fit advantage, Ronf qe. 
were to have been ſeconded by che entire Forces of the City 4 bur make an- 
the Duke, notwithſtanding the pain of his Wounds, omitting no- —— 
thing of his uſual care, was no ſooner taken up from the ground, 
wherethe ſhochad beaten him down , than he commuanided every 
one to ſtand to his Arms 3 by which means the Enemy , whoſe 
deſign ir was to have cone upon the Surprize, ſeeing che Duke's 
Forces ready to receive them, retir'd without fighting, being ſoon 
undeceiv'd in their falſe hopes, both of the Duke's death , and of 
the Defeat of his Army. 

The Duke's Wounds, which every one at firſt judg'd to be 
mortal, made his Chirurgeons reſolve upon removing him out 
of the noiſe, and rumulr of the Fort, into a Farm hard by; 2 
place which to them feem'd to be very fecure from any practice 
of the Enemy : But this opinion , inftead of giving him that 
quiet, and repoſe they kindly intended, had once more like to 
have coft him his life ; for the beſicg'd , who watch'd all oppor- The Duke | 
runities of making continual attempts upon the Duke's perſon, 7.” 
having obſerv'd thatthe place to which he was retir'd , although 
covered by the Fort, was nevertheleſs at a good diſtance from his 
Camp, and only guarded by a ſmall party of Hotſe, refoly'd to 
wry, either totake him alive, or at leaftto kill him in his Quar- 
ters. To this purpoſethercfore , fallying out of the Town with 
400 of their beſt Horle,they furiouſly fer upon the Duke's Horſe- 
Guard ; who were all preſently cur to pieces, and Camſeque who 
commanded them laid dead upon the place. D' Ars, hob duty ic 
was to relicyethem coming fortunately in upon their Defeac , re- 
* new'd the Fight, where he ſo bravely withftood the Enemies fa- 
ry, that after his Brother Cers, had been wounded and mainvd 
with infinite Blows, and himſclf beaten from his Horſe, and re- 
mounted by one of his Compagnions, he gave ds Paſege one of 
the Duke's Mareſchals de Camp, time to comein to his ſluccour z by 
 whoſcaffiſtance the Enemy was at laft fore d to retire, leaving ma- 
ny of their men dead npon the place, as the Baron & Ars in this 
conflict loſt the moſt part of his Troop. | 

This Cannon-ſhot which at the little diſtance of 200 paces had = 
only wounded the Duke, was not ſo- favourable to the Durchels 
his Wife, whom it kill'dout-right at the diſtance of 200 w_-_ 

| | is 


wry 
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| Anno This Lady had been brought to bed (as has been (aid before) this 
1593. ſame year 1593 of Lewis, lince Cardinal de la/alette) whom the 


Fa,” 


orief for her Husbands abſence (which was nothing diminiſhed | 


by the courſe of time) had Rill fo far kept back from the recovery 


| of her former ſtrength, after her lying in; that what was only a 
| little indiſpoſition at firſt , being much encreas'd by her melan- 


choly , grew to ſuch adiſtemper, as made her Friends ar laſt begin 
ro apprehend a mortal conſequence from her diſconſolate life. To 


— divertthisill humour therefore, they often perſwaded her co go 
abroad, ſometimes to Church, ſometimes on Viſits, when be- 


inggoneout-oneday to hear Maſs, at her return ſhe clpied one of 
the Duke's Foot-men, who, unknown to him , had been , by 


- ſome of his Officers diſpatch'd away ta 4ngoule/me, on purpole to 
| prevent any falſe rumors, that might there be ſpread concerni 


the Duke's accident, and fo diſcreetly to acquaint the Durchels 
with what had hapned, that ſhe might not _unſcaſonably be ſar- : 


 priz'd with the news of his miſchance; an honeſt, and a prudent 


care in them, though her deſtiny rendred all theſe precautions 


. fruitleſs, and vain: for ſhe had no ſooner caſt her eye on the fel- 


low, who, being but newly arriv'd, had as yet ſpoke to none, but. 


. that ſhecall'd him to her, ſuddenly demanding of him her Let- 


ters from the Duke : , to whom, the poor Lacquy lurpriz'd, and 
dawnted at her demand, innocently related that the Duke was 
wounded, and by a Cannon-ſhot : Bur, as if- that word had been 
the ſhot ir ſelf, che Dutcheſs ſunk down in a ſwoon, as one, 
that, apprehending a Cannon ſhot could be no leſs than mortal, 
would not ſurvive him ſhe concluded to be dead, and who was 
far dearer to her, than her own life. In which condition ſhe was 


| preſently taken up by her people, and carried home , where all 


The Death. 
of the Dut- 
cheſs of 
Eſpernen. 


poſſible means was us'd to bring her to her ſelf, as.at laſt ſhe was ; 
though it was only to make her more ſenſible of death, which fol- 
lowed the ninth day after ſhe had heard the unhappy news. Before 
her Death ſhe ade a Will , wherein ſhe bequeath'd whatever 
was in her gift to the Duke her Husband , tro whom , recom- 
mending her Children, as the common pledges of their mutual 
affetion, ſhe conjur'd him, for their ſakes, never to marry again. 
Thus died this young, and excellent Lady, inthe fix and twentieth 
Year of her Age, after having manifeſted an indifferency for life, 
becoming her maſculine Courage , and Reſignation unto Death, 
worthy her great Picty, and Vertue. | 
The Sieur du- Maſſes, Licutenant for the King under the Duke 
in that Government, diſpatch'd a Courier to the Duke, to ac- 
quaint him with his lols, as alſo with the Dutcheſs her dying re- 
queſt 


a 
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queſt untohim ; who'\, after having given publick teſtimonies of 
his afflition, than which nothing could be'greater,, he'vow'd to 
obſerve whar ſhe expected from his fidelity to the laft hoar of his 
Life : Aipromilſe thar he as faithfully obſerv'd, though inthe 
ſpace of fifty years, that he ſurviv'd this excellent Lady he was of- 
fer'd many-and great advantageous matches which he ftillrefus'd , 
ever-profefling thar rhe reſpe& he bore to his dead Ladies laſt re- 
queſt, did,” and ſhould' with-hold him from” embracing a new 
Wite, and from embarquing in a new Fortune. 

- Fortune had hitherto ſo favour'd the Duke in almoſt all his En- 
terprizes, that his Aﬀairs had been carried on with great 'proſpe- 
rity and fucceſs, and the Proviſions he had drawn from the Pro- 
vince, of bought with his own miony , had kept his Army info 
good Diſcipline, and Obedience, that the Proyencials had rafted 
very little of the incommodities of War : Yet, wanted there not 
ſome 'unquiet Spirits, who, enemies tothe peoples peace, as envi- 
ous of the Duke's good Fortune, endeavour'd by all imaginable 
waystodebauch fromhim the reſpe& , and*good will he had by 
his noblecarriage acquir'd from'the greater parti of the Country, 
and from the berter ſort of men', perſwading them, that hisls - 
yereand haſty humour proceeded from a purpoſche had co uſurp 
an abſolute Authority over them ;- and, rendring his beſt incent1- 
ons ſoſuſpeRed to the people, as madethem ar laſt refuſe ro pay 
their accuſtomed Taxes. It was by ſo much the eafter to corrupr 
theſe undiſcerning ſpirits, by how much a certain emulation has 
ever been obſery'd to be betrwixtthe Provencials and Gaſcons, as 
ſeems1o/have been hereditary, if not natural,to thoſe rwo people : 
So that the Provencials not being able to endure the dominion of 
thoſe with whom they had ever diſputed the prize of Glory , and 
 Valour, were eafily. tempted to ſhake offthe yokethat cicher was, 
or was pretended tobe impos'd upon them: Afcer therefore (as 
has been ſaid) they had denied the Duke thoſe Contributions, 
which, until then, they had willingly paid, moſt of the Souldiers 
of rhe Country who were in his Army retir'd themlſeclyes}, and 
ſome of the chief Nobility prerended to favour ar Court by ac- 
cuſing him of inordinate Ambition ; though all his endeavour ro 


Anno 


. 


Anno 
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The Proven- 
cials Revolc 
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Duke. 


make himſelf conſiderable in Provence , was only in order to his | 


Majeſties Service. The Duke fecing things in this ill condition, 
would by force have reduc'd themto their former poſture: but 
this remedy (which was by no means proper for the conftiturion 
of that people) ripping up the memory of the ſevere puniſh- 
ments he had in ſuch caſes inflicted upon ſeveral men in divers 
places, ſcrv'd only ro make them deſperate in their ditobedience, 
and to incenle them to the laſt degree. Thus 


| - 
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Thus did all thoſe, who had manifeſted. an animoſity againſt 
the Duke, begin to apprehend falling into his power , —_ 


NDS which the Leaguers were in the greateſt fear, who , astheirob- 


ſinate Rebellion had madethcir faule much greater, than theirs, 
who like Souldicrs had defended: Montauron, lo did they: fear a 
worſe puniſhment, if worſe could be, than had been inflicted 
upon | an They ſaw their City of Aix reduc'd to the laſt ex- 
cremity 3 neither would thoſe within ſtay till they could come to 
their Relief. The Count de (arces, a particular Enemy to the 
Duke (befides the hatred that diverſity of intereſtdoes uſually be- 
get) above all things dreaded to fall into his hands: fo that 
Friends, and Enemies, thoſe who pretended to be Royalliſts, and 
Leaguers conſpiring together to hinder the Duke's further ad- 
vancement, he ſaw, almoſt in a moment, all Provence in Mutiny, 
and InſurreQion. | | 


King Hewy The King bad already publickly embrac'd the Catholick Re- | 


the IITI. 
turns Ro- 


ligion, of whichhe had made open profeſſion at Sr. Dennis, the 


man Catho- Averand twenticth day of Jul; this ſame year : whoſe Conver- 


lick; 


AM onnſeenr 
de T how. 


Gon having taken away all manner of pretenſe from ſuch as had 
declar'd they forſook his Majcſtics Service upon no other ac- 
compr, than the Intcreſt of Religion ; the Inhabitants of Ajx 


conceiv'd they could now no longer continue in their Rebellion, 


without manifeſting to all the world that they were .ſway'd by 
other conſiderations,, than thoſe they had already declard; to 
which the (ount de (arces (making uſe of this time, and occaſion) 
adding his perſwaſions , one white repreſenting to them their 
Duty to. their Prince; and another the ſeverity they were to expett 
from the Duke of Z{pernon , animated, as he muſt of -neceffity be, 
by the hatred they had in this Siege expreſs'd, againſt his Perſon, 
he atlaſtprevail'd with them to ſend away ſpeedily to the King, 
to aſſure his Majeſty of their Fidelity and Obedience. This 
was the firſt thing that diſcover'd a diſunion_ in the League : 
of which, though the Duke of Mayenne highly complain'dto the 
Count de (arces, treproaching him with weakneſs, and charging 
him with all the miſcarriages that ſhould after happento their Fa- 
Aion; yet was he deaf to his reproaches, and the fear of falling 
into the Duke's hands, as he was upon the point to do (the City 
of Aix, not being able longer to hold out) veing more prevalent 
upon him, than the reſpe& of his Alliance, he relolutely perſiſted 
in his firſt Deſign. | och 

But the Count de (arces was not ſatisfied with hindering the - 
Duke from making himſelf Maſter of the City of 4ix only, the 


hatred he implacably bore him proceeding yet further, and to 
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contriyances of more dangerous conſequence againſt hirn. There Anno 
was none who did not believe the King had a jealouſicof the 1594. 
Duke's Deſigns; amongſt whom, the (ount de Carces, who un- FAY 
derſtood it betterthan the reſt, cafily perſwaded himſelf that his <e - nt 
Majcſty would not ſuffer the Duke to encreaſe his Reputation, <-**- 
and Power in Provence, by the taking of 4ix, one of the moſt im- _ Mis 
portant places of that Province : And he further knew the Duke 

would as hardly conſent to have his Conqueſt , ſo near cfkeRed, 
foreſtall'd, and the prey ſnatch'd out of his hands: So that in 

_ this diverſity of ops, he doubted not, butthat the King's 

averſion tothe Duke, as alſo his miſtruſt of him, would be infi- 

nitely encreas'd; which in the end ſucceeded as he had foreſeen, 

and projected. The Eſtates of the Country, aflembled ar 4ix, ap- 

pointed Deputies to go make atender to the King of the obedi- 

ence of their City, provided his Majeſty would pleaſe to prote& 

them againſt the Duke of Epernon, whoſe power, they ſaid, was 

grown formidable, and his inſolence notto be endur'd, *Tis true; 

he had ated vigorouſly againſt them , but they would not ſay, 

That had he proceeded with greater moderation, they wouldever 
havereturn'd totheir obedience', or departed from the Faftion, 

whoſe intereſt they had ſo precipitouſly , and rebelliouſly em- 

brac'd, « 

The Deputies found it no hard matter to obtain from the King _4,,, 
what they defir'd, as to the acceptation of their City, which his 1595. 
Majeſty was very glad ſhould return into his obedience : bur for 
what concern'd the Duke of Eſpernon, againſt whom their depu- 
| tation was chiefly directed , they could nothing prevail at this 
- time; notthatthey fail'd on their parts with their urmoſt endea- 
your, and eloquence, to render his Actions , and fidelity ſuſpe- 

&ed, to ſer the Kings heart more, and more againft him: Bur, 
whether it were that his Majeſty would not give credit to ſo par- 
tial, and ſo paſſionate acculers ; or (which is'more likely) thatin 
the preſent poſture of his Aﬀairs, not yet well ſeriled, hethoughe 
it not convenient to diſoblige the Duketo ſuch a degree; he would 
by no means gratific them in that partof their depuration , that 
pointed at the Duke's removal from his Government. He ſaw 
him powerful in the Country, ſupported with great Relations, 
and poſleſs'd of many ſtrong holds ; in which condition it had 
been dangerous to provoke him to the height : wherefore he 
thought it beſt ro chooſe a mean betwixt theſe extremes , and to 
give the Deputies ſome ſatisfation, without touchingthe Duke's 
Authority in Provence, excepting inthe City of 4ix only , which, 
at the Deputies requeſt his Majeſty would not abſolutely leave at 
his diſcretion. Y His 
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Anno: His Majefties: Converſton had as yer produc'd no great adyan- 
1595. tage to, Nor no greatalterationin his Aﬀairs , ſaving rhat he had 
YN thereby afſur'd many good Catholicks to his Seryice, who before 
werea little diſtractedin their Duty, and ſuſpended berwixe Loy- 

alty and Religion : But the League Rtill remain'd in the ſame yi- 

gour, and the Spaniards hopes were yer as you as everto carry the 
Ele&ion of their Infants to the Crown, in the approaching Aﬀem- - 

bly of thecounterfeir Eftates of the League at Pars, - All propoſt- 
tions of Accommodation with the Duke of .4ayerne had prov'd 
inefledual, who was the more inflexible-to Peace, by how much 

his Kindred, and Conkederates'(the Connt de (arces excepted} con- 

' tinued firm in their union, which alſo of it ſelf was not verylike. 

ly ſoon todiflotve, where there were ſo many pretenders tothe 
Crown, to which five, or fix of the Family at once afpird. In 

this conjun&rure of Afﬀairs, the King _— ro: make manch of 

ally of the Duke, that he 


thoſe few Servants hehad, and'princip 
johir win time to- order him at a better ddvantaye , 'when' the 
State ſhould beſertled in a bettev condition, wholly referrd 'alf 
differences depending berwixt the Duke, andthe Provenciils, to 
the Conſtable de Montmorancy's Arbitration 2 A man of all others, 
the moſt fix ro accommodate thoſe Differences , who beitib a near 
Ally, and a paſſonate Friend to the Duke, and his Intereſts; cond 
no ways ſtand fufpe&ted tro him ; -and who his Majefty knew 
| would be well lik'd of by theProvencials:a peoplethe Conflible by 
bordering upon them had had many opportunities ſeveral ways 
- to oblige. Neither did his MajcRty alrogether ſo truftto the Refer- 
rec he had in publick honoured with that Office, but thar he arrhe 
ſame time ſentprivate inftruRions to Mounſteur Þ Eſdignieres, and 
The King to Colonel Alphonſo 4 Ornano, to have an eycro the Duke's Acti- 
mqvingang .. andin cafethey ſaw him obſtinate tothe taking the City of 
 Fſdigi- ix, or thatthe Conſtable ſhould in his Arbitration be partiat to 
nie po] , that then they ſhould openly undertake the protetion of 
phenſod' Or- 2 cole and by all meansaflure to-his Majeſty the poſtcfion 
NnAno. of that City. | | 
| Yet were not theſe orders, how ſecretly foever deliver'd.ſo cloſe- 
ly carried, but thatthe Duke had immediate knowledge thereof, 
at which unexpected unkindnels being infinitely furpriz'd, and - 
wounded tothe quick, to ſec his Services, and good Intentions re- 
warded by ſo apparent a miſtruſt, he rook np-Reſolutions, which 
though I ſhall by no means pretend to juſtzfte,, yer that the condi- 
tion, and misfortune of the time may ſomething ſerveto excuſe : 
There was ſcarcea great manof that Agethat was not of opinion 
_ a man might lawfully defend his own Fortune, even againft his 
| | Prince, 
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ET 


Prince, an. exror with which the Duke alſo , having been pre-pol- Ano 
_ 1595* 


ſels'd, andtherein, by a numberof ill examples, confirm'd, he 


b 
was reloly'd not to I the Controverlie about Aix , nor the in- - 


cereſt he had in Provence to arbitration , but ro maintain him- 
ſelf in that Intereſt, and Authority, with all the Force, and Pow- 
er he had: which made F E/diguieres, who was ſoon enform'd 
how little the Duke was diſpos'd co ſubmit to the King's order, 
after haying conterr'd with Seignior Alphonſo,and concluded abour 
the courle they were to take, to retire into Davpbine , there to pre- 
pare himſflfco pals over with all cxpedition,and with all the Force 
he could make into Provence. | 

Whilſt theſe little conteſts in Provence had been thus carried on, 
which had taken up ſome time, the King's Afﬀairs about his own 
Perſon were advanc'd into a much better condition : The Depu- 
ties of Provence had becn diſparch'd to Court in January, ar which 
time the League being at their height, his Majeſty thoughcir nor 
conyenient to give the Duke any publick difcontent : bur from 


that crime three months were now claps'd ( for this hapned at the = 


end of April) in which time the King had found a way to;poſleſs 
himſelf ;of. che City of Paris. The poſſeſſion of this great and 
populous City had drawn many others along with ic into his Ma- 
jeſties Obedience, and divers perſons of great quality had tol- 
low'd the examples of thoſe Cities : the Spaniard now was pol- 
{eſs'd of few, orno Towns in the Kingdom, and the Leagus 
was ſo ſtrangely declin'd, as to be only now almoſt ſupported by 
the ſingle Fanuly of Lorain ,, which 'was it ſelf alſo pot the 
point todiſunite ; ſo that the King being no longer neceflicated to 
diflemble, began now to require of the Duke a more abſolute obe- 
dience,. than hitherto he had done; when having rais'd him 
many enemies in the Country, and appointed I Fſdiguieres, and 
Ornano with great Forces to make head againſt him , he did not 
now. ſo much fear his revolt, as formerly; nor conſequently ſo 
 much.care to diſoblige him. | 

The Duke, who by the commotions ofthe people, by his Ma- 
jeſties., poſitive .command , and by the preparations that were 
madeagainſt him, very well ſaw what he was to expe, would, 
notwithſtanding how great ſocver his danger ſeem'd to be, rather 
chogle to. periſh:in Provence in the defenſc of his Honour , and 


Command, thanto goto Court, there to expoſe himſelf to the The Duke 
iSretoiute 
J ? co maintain 
was there toexpeR,, was to be ſtript of his Government ; to himlelf in 
| his Governs 
Mmentr, 


malicious Offices of his Enemies. He very well ſaw the beſt he 


which he conceiv'd he had a better Title,than to any other mem- 
ber of his Fortune.. He had, inthe time of his Fayour , purg'd 
TE | | VT 43 that 


- 
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Anno that Province of the Factions of the League, and the Reform'd 

1595. Religion; he had fince maintain'dit againſt the Duke of Savoy, 

LY andthe League combin'd together : Ir had coſt him his Brother's 

Life, much of his own Blood, and many of his Friends, and Ser-. 

vants : ſo that what propoſitions ſoever could be madeunto him, 

he intended never to quit claim to histitle there, and ſtood reſo- 

lutero bury himſelf in Provence, rather than by leaving it, to ſati(- 

fie his Enemies longing, who were hourly importunate with his 
Majeſty tor remove him thence. In which reſolution being cve 

day more and more confirm'd, he gavethe Conſtable (who as [ 

have ſaid was to mediate the differences betwixt the Provencials, 

and him ) plainly to underſtand his determination -entreating 

him ar the bide time nor totakeitill, if he did not ſubmit a thing 

tro Arbitration, which he could by no means ever conſent to parr 

withal.Neither was it any hard matter for him to ſatisfierhe Con- 

ſtable who was infinitely affcRionate to his perſon, and who had 

much rather have had him for his Neighbour in Provence, than 

any other ; a conſideration that perhaps eſpecially mov'd the King 

The King to call the Duke from that Government , his Majeſty not concei- 

"move the VINg it convenient, that two perſons ſo intimate, and of ſo' great 


remove the 


Duke from Repuration as they both were, ſhould poſſeſs two ſo confiderable, 
we Gover® and ſo near neighbouring Provinces. | 
Vence. AMounſieur del Fſdignieres obſerving how Iittle the Duke Was 
enclin'dto an Accommodation, and ſuſpe&ting that the Conſta- 
ble forbore to preſs him to it, only to give the Duke moretime to 
make himſelf Maſter of Aix, began to march with three thouſand 
five hundred Foot, and cightor nine hundred Horſe towards Pro- 
Mounfiew ence, and by the way was reinforc'd with ſome Troops that had 
de! £/4" ſerv'd the League under the command of the Count de (arces, and 
*-12withan Who were excecding glad to be employ'd againſt the Duke. Lafin 
Army into (Hnce famous for having been the Inſtrument of the Mareſchal de 
abs = js Birons Ruine) bapned to be at this time in Provence, who, having 
Duke. ſome command inthe Country, and having frequently convers'd 
with the Duke about the managementof Afﬀairs, had a great Am- 
bition to have the honour of compoſing thele Differences: where- 
fore knowing Mounſieur de FEſdiguieres to be 21pon his March, he 
went outto meet him, to whom he undertook), provided he 
would advance no further , to perſwade the Duke abſolutely to 
ſubmit ro the Conſtables derermination : But Monnfeeur de | Eſdic 
Luieres, ſuppoſing thar ro ſhew himlelf with his Forces upon the 
Frontiers of his Government, would ſooner endine the Duke to 
that reſolution, advanc'd as far as the Banks of the River Durance, 
which {cparates Provence from Dauphine , where what he deſign'd 
to 


"a ar 7 
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co haſten an' Accommodatian, he ſoon ſaw ſery'd only to put Anno 
things into a worſe condition, and to make, the Rupture wider 159g. 
_ than before. | 
There had been of old a certain emulation betwixt theſe two 

great men, and their Vertue having begotin each of them a greac 

efteem for the other, they had long, and equally defir'd an occaſi- 

on, wherein they might make a decifive trial of themlelves, roſe 

which by his meritcould get the ſtartin the race of Honour, and 

Rand faireſt in the worlds Opinion : A noble, and vertuous jea- 

louſic of one anothers Reputation ; yer was. there atzthis time 
ſomething of feud in the caſe, the Duke complaining that he 

had not receiv'd from Mounſteur de | Eſdiguieres the return, nor 
acknowledgement he expeted , for the good Offices he had done 

him inthe buſineſs of Savoy ; to which were alſo added the Dif- 
ference in Religion, and the Diverſity of Intereſt , rhings thar 

were never obſery'd to promote Accommodations , nor to unite 

the wills, andinclinations of men : by all which, the Duke being 
animated againſt Mounfieur de I Eſdigwierzs, perhaps more than he 
ſhould have been againſt any other', he had no (ooner notice of 

his motion, thantaking his approach for a defiance , he would 

let him ſee, that he-was neither aftoniſh'd at his Reputation, nor 
daunted with the Forces he brought along with him ; and «here- 

fore immediately aroſe from his Fort of Aix , where nordaring, The Duke 
as it was not fit, to leave his Quarters weakly guarded , he took 5:07 2 
the Field with.anly 3000 Foot, though in Hori: he was equal to frur de / 
Mounſieur de Þ Eſdiguieres , and -with thefe ſmall Forces 'bravely £/42%" 
fac'd him ; who having already 'palſs'd the River, there was ſolit- 

tle to part them, as reduc'd them both to almoſt a neceſfity of 
fighting. Incthis liccle Barrel thereforethe' Duke advanc'd to begin 

the charge, which though ic was-of no great continuance , ended 
nevertheleſs with the loſs of many -men on both ſides, and 
wherein the Duke'ifhew'd himſelf no-ways inferiour to his Ad- 
verſary-either-in:Courage, or Conduct, which -is all I ſhall ſay, 
thatl-mayinot appear intereſted,and partial. | 

-Allthe Hiftorianswho make mention of this Action do'fay, 

thatthetwo Armies retreated without any confiderable advantage 

on citheriſide;thar in'truth the Duke of Epernon carried away ma- 

ny priſoners-of eminent-Quality , but that Mowunſieur de Eſdiguieres 
remainid\Maſterofthe Field ; by which report they ſeem to give 

hint che:advantage of the day. Mowunſizur de Thou writes to that 
purpoſe, and ſo does d'4vila ; though it be nothing ſtrange in che 

laſt, who, excepting in-things, that meerly concern the Aﬀairs at 

Court, does, as tothe reft, only tranſlate -che other , and _— 
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compr of 
the Aion, 


' Arms: In which reſolution advancing 


| heat laſt diſcover'd him,, ſtanding in a plate: of fingular:adyan- 


ces'of the Kingdom.,, As to Mounſieur de 7idel who: has writ the 
life of the Conſtable  E/dignieres exceedingly well,and paid to the 
memory of a good Maſter the gratitude of a paſſionately, affe&ti- 
onateand faithful Servant; I muſt commend bim for writing 
to his BenefaQors advantage in an occaſion wherein. he mighr 
with great truth do his memory honour: but to make a right 
judgment of this action, it will be convenient to relate the cir- 
cumſtances of it, after which it will be caſter to conclude, to 
which ſide the Victory enclin'd. | 

Monſieur de Þ Eſdiguieres , haying paſs'd the River Durance, 
took up his Quarters at Ourgon, and the circumjacent Villages, 
where the fertility of the Country abundantly provided for-him : 
but the Duke on the contrary, who came to meethim, being con- 
ſtrain'd to Quarter ina very ill Country , as-at Egwiere, Sennas, 


| Lambeſcq , and other places thereabouts , his men ſuffer'd great 


want, and inconyenijence; A- conſideration that:;befides the 
prompeneſs of his.nature , made him-cager to come tothe trial of 
ill cowards the: Enemy, 


tage behind a great Ditch, which the torrent of Land floods had 
worn, 'and hollow'd-into the form of a regular entrenchment. 
L"Eſdiguieres at the Duke's firſt appearance immediately -drew up 
into Battalia behind the Dirch,ſending out his Vant-guard:only to 
Hght,whercin he had indeed diſpos'd his beſt men, under the com- 
mand of his Nephew Morges , in whoſe company (to--his own 
misfortune) was Bezaudan, who had formerly been Mareſchal de 
Camp for the League in Provence. The Duke,ſceing this Vant-guard 
come up with a countenance to-fight, made: his alſo, adyance to 
meet them ; which he would himlſelt in perſon lead up, as he did, 
and made fo gallant, and ſo fortunate acharge, that after. a ſhort, 
bur brisk diſpute, himſelf bravely fighting a che head of his men, - 


they totally routed the party , and drove. Morges wounded into 
the very Ditch, that parted the rwo main Bodies ;- kill'd.a great 
many men (as healſo loſt ſome) and cartied away very miatiy Pri- 
 ſoners, without leaving ſo much as one of his own men. in the 


Encmies hands : Yet had Mounſieur | Eſdignieres the patience all 
this whileto ſee his men beaten, and trodden under. foot, without 
once offering to come out of his Trench; | or, -thougli-he made 


ome lightskirmiſhes about the skirts of the Ditch; withoutex- | 


preſſing any inclination to a total engagement ; A 'coldneſs that 
the Duke very well obſerving, and ſatisfied with his own ſucceſs, 
which he had infinitely hazarded, ſhould he have made. any fur- 

: | cher 
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ther actempt upon the'Enemy in a place of ſo great advantage, 
contented himſelf with only tacing Cons hours in the Field, to try 
if ' Fſdigxteres had/any. mind to repair his lofs; bur to no purpoſe, 
he tilkkeeping thetame tation, and being by no provocation to 
betempredgour of the advantage of his Poſt. And this is the 
exuth ob what paſs'dat this occafion, as I received it from ho- 


nurabloand not tobe ſulpected, teſtimony, who werepreſenc ar. 


rhe engagement, andwho impartially related the ſtory: though the 
ſequelir ſelf makes irplain enough ; for had Mounſreur 1 Eſdigui- 
eres. bad the leaft imapinableadvanrage, is itto be ſuppos'dthat he 
woirld have fuffer'd the Duke to have carried away fo many , and 
ſo conſiderable Pris'ners before his face, -as the Hiſtorians them- 
ſelves confeſs to be taken in this Batre}? No doubtleſs! neither 
was it ſuch a triumphifor him toremain Maſter of the Field, the 
* Duke never intending to ſtay 'upon the place of Bartel; the ill 
Quarters he had been enforc'd torake up withal, upon his March, 
in a very unfruitful Country , not permitting him to ſtay long 
there without he: intended to deſtroy his men : to which confs- 
deration was alfo added, that he was in danger of loſing his Forr 


at Zix, left but ſJenderly guarded, by drawing ſo many men from 


thence upon this occaſjon ; and therefore it eſpecially concern'd 
him not longer to expoſe a place of that importance, which was 
indecd the main cauſe that made him to return, bur not retreat. - 
Amongſt the Priſoners taken atthis Battel was the Mareſchal de 
Camp Bezaudun, whom | nam'd but now; 'a Gentleman for his 
Parts and Courage of high repute amongſt thoſe of his own Fa- 
&ion: but he would yer make himlſelt more remarkable, by pro- 
fefling, and thatin publick, an implacable hatred ro the Duke's 
Perſon, neither were words ſufficient to expreſs his Malice, nor 
did hethink it enough that he had by divers calumnies beſpatter'd 
the Duke's Honour, unleſs he made his injuries more publick, by 
printing ſeveral Libels , of which he declar'd himlelf to be the 
Author, which indeed, was one thing that had cheriſh'd .in the 
Duke an animofity againſt him : but there'was yet another by 
which he was more;uſtly provok'd,: and of which, thoſe who 
have condemn'd the Duke, for cauſing him to be, as they ſay, un- 
handſomely ſlain, have made no mention. I think it therefore ve- 
ry fit to inſert it here, to vindicate the Duke from the aſperfion has 
been unjuſtly caſt upon him, about this Genelemar's death. 
Bezaudun, formerly in ſome engagement - had the fortune to 


The Duke”; 
Viaory fa- 
tal ro Be- 
z1ndun. 


takea Gentleman'Priloner, whoſe name was D* Eſtampes, a man | 


for whom the Duke had an exceeding kindneſs,and whom in the 


but 


beginning of his reſtraint Bezaudur had us'd with great civility ; 
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bur ſuſpecting ſoon after, and perhaps upon too light grounds, 
chat his Priſoner had not oblerv'd a due regard to the honour of 


LYN his houſe, he forthwith reſolv'd to take a ſevere revenge : To 


which purpoſe cauſing himſelf co becarried in a Chair-into the 
Markert-place of 4ix, being unableto walk by realon'of ſome 
Wounds he had receivid, he there caus'd his Priſoner to be 


'brought before him; where having demanded of him , in the 


preſence of a great many people, whom thenovelty of the aRion 


| had-afſembled together, if he complain'd'of his uſage, D' B/tam- 


pes made anſwer, that he was ſo far from complaining , that he 
had highly commendedit, and ſhould do ſo as long as he had 
life. You ſhould not then have given me cauſe to complain of you, 
ſays Bezaudun, and withal cry'd, kill him ; which inhumane Sen- 
tence was ſcarce pronounc'd, butthat the poor Gentleman was, 
by ſome Bezaudun had brought along for that purpoſe, immedi- 
ately run through, and through-, and Jaid dead upon the place. 


| This barbarous a&, that poſlels'd with horror all ſuch as beheld 


it, being ſoon brought to the Duke's car , he then made a vow; 
thar if ever the Murtherer fell into his hands he ſhould receive the 
ſame meaſure: And ſuch was Bezaudun's ill fortune, co be pre- 
ſented to the Dukein atime when the murther of his Friend was 
yer freſh in his memory ; for the Priſoners taken in the Bartel, 
being immediately, and upon the place brought before him, and 
amongſtthe reſt Bezanudun , completely arm'd , with his Bever 


down; andthe Duke asking (as he had of the-reft) who he was, 


the Priſoner himſelf made -anſwer, that he was Bezaudun, at 
which the Duke curning aſide his head, as loathing the fight of a 
man ſo odiousto him, and againſt whom he had fo often pub- 
liſh'd an implacable hatred, could nor forbear to expreſs ſome 


diffatisfation with thoſe who had receiv'd him to Quarter : 


whereupon oneof them, without more expreſs order, diſcharg'd a 
Piſtol in his head, by which lic was laid upon the ground 3; the ſe- 
cond was diſcharg'd by a Brother-in-law of his own', and both 
mortal. T hus have you the truth of this buſineſs ; which, had ir 
been carricd with leſs cruelty., had doubtleſs been more to be 
commended, though the many offences and injuries the Duke had 
receiv'd being duly conſider'd , it may in ſome (ſort pretend to an 
excuſe, eſpecially the fa& having been commitred by no order 
from the Duke, but by Servants of his, who conceiv'd it would 


* be anacceptable ſervice to him : Neither is it to be denied, but 


thatthe War has produc'd' many other ations of this nature, 
wherein as great ſeverity has been praRtis'd upon far lels- prove- 
cation, 


The 
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The Duke afcer this Barrel perceiving U Eſdiguiercs to be'palpa- 
bly favour'd by almoſt all who had formerly ſtood for the League 
in Provence, (many of them having liſted themſelves under chis 
Hugonot Captain) as alſo by thoſe who were affeCtionate to the 
King, leeing an Army likewiſe on foot againſt him twice as nu- 
merous as his own,and not knowing in whom he might confide, 
even his own Friends,and Servants being ſtartled, toſcethe King's 
. Authority, and name made uſe of againſt them ; began now to 
ſcethat, to keep thoſe few friends, and places he had lett , from re- 


Anno 
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volting from him, it was abſolutely neceflary to ſubmirto an Ac- . 


commodation : and to this he was the rather induc'd by the ne- 
ceflty he ſaw 6f abandoning his Fort of 4ix, it being impoſſible 
for him to keep that , without putting the other places he held in 
che Province to manifeſt hazard, his Forces being too few to de- 
fend'them all againſt ſo many enemies , as were conſpir'd to his 
ruine, He therefore at laſt hearkened to Lafin , who from the be- 
ginning had made himſelt an importunate Mediator for an Ac- 
commodation, and in concluſion wholly referr'd himſelf ro che 
Conſtables award; by whoſe determination , which was deli- 
verdin June, the Duke was oblig'd to give up the Fort of Aix 
(the mainthing in conteſt) into the hands of Lafin himſelf, by 
whom it was to be kept with 400 men, to be ſent out of Lan- 
guedoc, until it ſhould pleaſe his Majeſty further to ſignifie his 
Royal Pleaſure, asto the maintaining or lighting of that Forr, 
that in the mean time there ſhould be a general ſuſpenſion of Arms 
in Provence, during which all things ſhould continue in the ſame 
olturethey then were. | | 

- The Duke ſubmitting abſolutely, and without reſerve, to this 
Decree, accordingly deliver'd up the Fort of 4ix unto Lafin, who 
enter'd into it with che appointed number of men : but whether 
it were through the Officers foul play in their Muſters, or chat the 
rreachery of Lafin himſelf (of both which che Duke complain'd) 
made him negle& to'keep his Garriſon in its full appointment, ſo 
it was thatin a few days they were reduc'd to half their number ; 
neither-does Mounſieur | Eſdiguieres ſtick to confeſs, that he himlſelt 
bada hand inthe buſineſs, that he had priyately ſupply'd the Fort 
with Souldicrs of his own, who ſtill were to run away by his 
private order. - + : | 

;  Inithe mean time the Dake of Eſpernon,, under the aflurance of 


The Duke 
at laſt is ne- 
ceſſicaced rg 
an Accom- 
modation. 


this T'ruce, liv'd in great ſecurity, and believing that nothing was . 


ro be ſuſpected ro the prejudice of a Treaty, argu'd, and concluded 
as it were in the preſence of all men, took-this opporninity, a lictle 
to divert, and repoſe himſelf , after the continual action he b 
| Z een 
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been turmoil'd in ſince his firſt arrival in Provence , and to that 
purpoſe rook a Journey into Languedoc, either as he himſelf pre- 
tended ro make a viſit to the Conſtable ; or, as it was ſaid by 
others, upon ari a:norous accompt to viſit a Lady he had an ac- 
quaintance withal in that Country : bur whatever was the oc- 
caſjon, the abſence of their Leader, rogether with his example, 
made moſt of his Souldiers to take the lame liberty , rambling 
every one 2 ſeveral way : an advantage that FMounfieur F Eſat- . 
guieres very well knew how to manage ; neither did heneglect ir, 
though whar he did would have been interpreted breach of faith, 
had leſs than. the King's command ſteprtin to excuſe it, 
" Inthis Journey to Languedoc, there hapned a very remarkable 
uarrel betwixt two Officers of the Duke's Army , who went 
along to attend him ; the one was Lionx, a Gaſcon, the other St. 
Andiol a Provencial, both of them Captains of Horſe , and equal 
in quality, and eſteem ; though in this occaſion the chance of 
Arms ſhewed it (elf partial ro St. Andiol's fide. Theſe two Gen- 
tlemen upon ſome ſlight diſpute, having agreed to fight/wenr ouc 
of the Town together, to end their diflerence , where'Se. Avidiol 
being the ſtronger man, after ſome wounds given, and receiv'd 
on both fides, cloſing with his Enemy, trip'd up his heels, diſ- 
arm'd him, and madchim ask his life; which being done, he was 
ſo farfrom rhe inſolence of a conquerour, that, deſiring noother 
triumph than his own private ſatisfaction , he reſtor'd Lisax his 
Sword upon the place, with all the complement, and civility uſual 
amongſt men of honour upon ſuch occaſions. But how modeſt 
ſoever St. Andiol was in his Vi&tory, the buſineſs could not befo 
ſecretly carried (they returning borh bloody from the Field )* thar 
their friends took not notice of what they had been about, who as 


ſoon enform'd the Duke thereof ; defiring withal, that he would 


interpoſe his Authority ro-make them friends: But the Duke, our 
of reſpe& to the Conſtable would transfer that good office. to 
him, who as readily undertook ir, and who having his two Sons 
in Law the (ount de Anvergne ({ince Duke of Angouleſme, and the 
Duke de Fantadonr in the houſe with him, ſent for them , and the 
Duke of 'Eſperxon, to be preſent at the reconciliation, Saint'- An- 
diol was the firſt call'd in, who , being examin'd whar had paſs'd 
betwixt Lioux and him, made anſwer, © That it was trite , fome 
*little diſpute had hapned berwixt them, which had oblig'd him 


Eto ſeek the ſatisfaion of a Cavalier; but that it wis already 


« determin'd, without any advantage on the one fide, orthe 
< other, that he was ſatisfied that he muſt eyer declare Lioux to be 
«<a very brave Gentleman, ang that he was his Friend, and hum- 


ble 
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* ble Servant.. Afrer this Declaration , every one concluded it Anno 
would bea matter of no grear difficulty to reconcile them, and 1595. 
expected Lioux would as readily embrace his adverſaries friend- 
ſhip, as he had franckly offer'd his, Saint 4ndiol being reputed one 
of the braveſt Gentlemen in the Army. He therefore was next 
calld in, and that.rather to hear himſelf commended upon Saint 
Andial's teſtimony of his Valour, than to be queſtion'd abour a 
thing, of the trurh whereof they though. themalelves already ſut- 
ficiently cnftorm'd. They therefore, upon his coming in , told 
him, that Saint 4ndiol had given an account of what had pals'd be- 
twixt them, that he had aflur'd them, they parted upon <qual 
terms, that he was his Friend and Servant, and that therefore no- 
thing now remain'd, but that they ſhould embrace, and be good 
friends. To which Lioux made anſwer, © Thar before they pro- 
* ceeded {o far, there mult be a truer relation given of the iflue of 
* their diſpute, than) for as much as he yet heard, he could conſent 
« unto... An.anſwer that ſurpriz'd the whole company, who fear'd 
it might beger a new quarrel ; when Liogx continuing hus diſ- 
courle, declar'd how every thing hadtruly paſsd ; acknowledg- 
ing that he ow'd his life to his enemies courtefie ; - but complain- 
ing withal, that Sgint 4ndiol ſhould make ſo light of his Victory, 
as to'deprive himſelf of the duc honour of it; yet magnifying 
his noble. behaviour towards him aftcr ſo ingenuous a manner, 
that having by his, franck, and generous —_ wip'd off all 
diſeſteem, that uſually (how brave ſocver) cleaves to the loſing 
ſide, he won himſelf, by his handſome carriage, as great a reputa- 
tion, asif he had been more fortunate, and ſhar'd in the glory of 
2 victory .had bcen. obtain'd in ſingle diſpute over his own 
perſon;. . . 


- ” 


* From thetime that the Fort of 4ix had been deliver'd into La- 
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I ruce (in having (as he ſaid) taken ſome of his priſoners) he rook ub I 


the Field,upon the ſixth of Jah, and withqur. reſiſtance rook the E/digwierer. 
Fort of 4ix, and favquring_. the revolt of Frejus, St. Pant, Troye, 
—_—_— Za Mirabel, 
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Anno Mirabel , and Cannes , gave the Inhabitants of all thoſe Cities 
1595. opportunity, to drive out the Duke's Garriſons, and to withdraw 
NY» themfielves wholly from his Panty, and Obedience. Asfor the Forr 
| of Aix, it was no ſooner in Mounfieur de Þ Eſdiguieres hands, but 
that he deliver'd it up to the diſcretion of the Inhabitants , who 
The Fort of were ſo diligentin the demoliſhing of it, chat in rwo days time 
Aix (e0- there ſcarce remain'd any footſteps of a work the Duke's whole 


”Y Army had for three months together, with great, and continual 
labour, been induſtrious to raiſe. | 
Many other  Towlon ſoon after follow'd the revolr of the other forenamed 


places re- places, which was, of all others, a loſs of the greateſt importance 
_— to the Duke. Eſgarrtbaques was Governour of the place, a man 
© that had long lerv'd inthat employment , both under Mounſiexr 
de la/alette, and under the Duke himſelf in great eſteem of Cou- 
. rage, and Fidelity : bur at laſt the alliance he had contracted 
with the Houſe of Sowlics , a Family that were nothing kind to 
the Dake's Intereſts, having given his Adverſaries , or rather his 
Enyyers a pretenſe to-render him fuſpe&ed to the Duke, he, to 
ſecurethe place, and to keep Eſgarrebaques within the bounds of 
his duty,caus'd a Citradel to bedrawn out, and to be begun in his 
own preſence, whetein he plac'd Signac, the Governours Capi- 
tal, and Mortal Enemy, with a ſufficient Garriſon both to ſecure 
the Cirradel, and to awe the City : Bur E/garrebaques, cither really 
provok'd by this ill uſage, or elſe in this declining condition of the 
Duke's Affairs , willing to difingage himſelf from his Service, 
making that his pretenſe, fo ſoon as the Duke's back was turn'd, 
aſlavired Signac in his new Cittadel?, where, the Fortifications be- 
ing imperteQ, and the acceſs open, and eaſtc on all fides, he with- 
out much oppoſition took the Governour priſoner , and made 
himſelf maſter of the place ; putting bimaſelf immediately after 
into Mounſieur I Eſdiguieres proteQtion, which, in the Language of 
the Country, was to ſubmit himſelf to the King. La 
The Duke having intclligence of _thele diforders, of which his 
own abſence had chiefly been the cauſe , upon the firſt report 
thereof left Languedoc, and made all the haſte he could hes Þ/h 
yence, to apply, if poſſible, ſome remedy in this untoward poſture 
of Aﬀairs; though all he could do at his return, was onlyro ftop 
The Doke the Gangreen from going further,and to keep the Province from'a 
returns into . IE | Ll 
49 general revolt : yer either nor believing, or nor ſeeming to believe, 
'*  thathis Majeſties Order was in'any of theſe tranfa&tions,he _— 
ro prepare himſelf. to recover by force of Arms, what by treache- 
ry and furprize' had: been taken. from bim , when finding his 
Friends and Followers ſtartled, and wayeting at the very ſound 


ns 
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of the Royal Name, which his Enemies had made uſe of in all Amrn 
their deſigns, he thought it neceſſary, before he fell to ation firſt 1595. 
to undeccive them, and to clear thar error. In an eloquent Speech wv 
therefore he briefly laid before chem, © The ſignal Services both 
© his Brother and himſelf had done for the King in the conſerva- 
«tion of that Province, and thar in the greateſt confuſion of the 
* Kingdom, and x the loweſtebb of his — Afairs ; the 
« Obedience he had manifeſted to all his Majeſties Orders, and 
** Commands, how ſevere ſoever they had been, and how preju- 
*dicial ſoever to his own private Fortune. That as an evidence 
© of his Duty, and ſubmitfion to his Majeſties Royal Pleaſure, he 
© had but lately ſurrendred the Fort'of Aix, that is to ſay, had di- + 
© veſted himſelf of the poſſeſſion of thac fair City . the Conqueſt 
© of which, was, by their Valours made certain to him. That not- 
** withſtanding ſo many, and fo recent teſtimonies of his Loyalty 
* and Obedience, with which he knew his' Majeſty to be vory 
<< well ſatisfied, his Enemies ſtill ſhrowding their malice undecr 
**the ſhadow of the Royal Name , the better to effect their own 
* defigns, had debauch'd, and reduc'd from hint moſt of the pla- 
** ces he had lately been poſleſs'd of. Thatthis affront refleed up- 
* on them, indifferently wich himſelf, ſince ir had been with their 
© Blood, together with his Brothers;and his own, that thoſe con- 
* queſts had been dearly bought. That therefore the injury being 
* equal both to him, and them , he hop'd they would affiſt tore- 
_ *vengethem, and to maintain his Fortune ; which, as heow'dir 
in partto their Valour, ſo did he not- ſo paſſionately deſire its 
« ſupport for any intereſt of his own, as to have means thereby to 
* ſhew himſelf grateful to thoſe who had been conſtant, and faith- 
*fulro hit, in all che diſgraces he bad fall'n inco , andin all the 
\ 


* attempts had been praRtis'd againſt him,” *' | 
_ - His Friends being by this ſhort ſpeech reafſur'd and confirm'd 
In theif Fidelity and Obedience; and having thereupon expreſs'd 
| as great a Devotionto his Service , as he could expe from men 
whohad long been affeQtionate to him ; he- forthwith took the 
Field co go ſeck out Þ Fſdiguieres: | but he, after he had dcliverd 
Aix from the Fort, that had ſo long kept themi in ſubjection, and 
clear'd the neighbouring Campagne by the revolt he had procur'd 
of the foremention'd'places, retir'd into his Government of Da«- 
phine, 'withour engaging himſelf further ar this cime in the Af- 
fairs of Provence ; by whoſe retreat, the Duke, having none left 
to oppoſe his defigns,” ſrem'd ro be-now in a-condition not only 
to redrent his late lofles; bur alſo to'make a new,anda further pro- 
grels into the Country, than he yethad done , and G—_ 
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had done ſo, had things continued in this poſture : but ſomerhing 
new, and unforeſeen fell our, which gave the laſt blow to the ruine 
of his Aﬀairs. : 

The Duke of Guiſe ar laſt undeceiv'd, and better read in the 
Spaniſh artifice, which had ſo long abus'd him with vain propoſi- 
ons of Marriage with their Infanta ſo ſoon as they could procure 


his Eletion tothe Crown, and perceiving alſo the declining con- 


dition of the League, which every day wear leſsin reputation, was 
in the end, with his Brothers return'd into the King's Obedience : 
to whom his Majeſty (hoping the revolt of. a man of his Autho- 
rity, and Condition from his Enemies Party, . would draw the 
cateſt part of thoſe who hadſctup their reſt upon the Fortunc of 
the Duke his Father, over'to his own) had granted very advanta- 
geous conditions ; and befides the Ciries of Rbheims, Chalons , Ro- 
croy, St: Dijier, Guſe, and other places, which had formerly been 
ſerrled upon his Father, and his Uncles, conferr'd particularly the 
Govycrnment of Provence upon him. The Government of (ham- 
pagne had tormerly.becn in the. poſleflion ;of the late. Duke ;. bur 
his Majeſty, having fince his advancement'to the Crown,, gratis 
fied the Duke of Nevers with that Office, he rather choſe ro dif 
poſſeſs the Duke of; E{pernon, who by a thouſand calumnics had 
been.rendred ſulpetted ro him, than: to difoblige the, Dyke 'of 


 Nevers, whom himſelf had ſerrled in thar truſt, Neicher.-was the 


Duke of, Guiſe unſatisfied with, the exchange, who (beſides thar it 
wasin it {elf ac leaſt equal 'with the other) had, by this.mpcacion a 
great opportunity, under the ſhadow of the Royal Authority, to 
depreſs one of the moſt powerful , and profcls'd encmies of his 
Houſe, and Name :. {o that well pleas'd with his new,; Emplay- 
ment, he only waited his Majeftics order to begin his Journey in- 
to Provence, and by aſliſtance of the Royal Arms to. pur himſelf. 
into poſſcflion of his new, and well lik'd of charge : .Buthis Ma- 
jcſty who had much rather by little and lictle to have wichdrawn 
the Duke of Epernon from thence, than to. kindle a new-War in 
that Country, and ſo ſoon again topurt a Sword into the Duke of 
+ ds hand, who was ſo latcly,return'd into his. obedience, had 
firſt try'd the way of negotiation, (as you have heard), and after 
made uſc of Arms under the conduct of Mounſieur Þ Eſdignieres ; 
by which various ways having found he could neitherxeduce the 
Duke by reaſon, nor ſo depreſs himby force; bur that he was ſill in 
a condition there long to fubfiſt, he at laſt cook a reſolutionto pur 
anendto the work, and to cffe& that by fine farce;, which mo 
my neicher by Treaty, nor by indifferent. Forces to be brought 
about. &'7 ws) 
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His Majeſty had inthe beginning of this year proclaim'd a Anno 
War with the King of Spain, which notwithſtanding, before he 1599. 
would begin, or advance into the Enemies Country , he would Vo 
firſt ſettle his own Aﬀairs at home, and viſit ſome parts of his 
Kingdom, which as yet he had never (cen ſince they were reduc'd 
to his Obedience, by his preſence to encourage and confirm them 
in their duty to him ; of which the City of Lyons was one, and 
thither it was, that his Majeſty , after having chas'd the Duke of 
Mayenne out of Burgundy, repait'd, and where he arriv'd in Septem- 
ber, 1595. To this place HMounſieur de I Eſdiguieres being alſo 
cometo kils his Majelties Hand , and to give him an accompt of 
the Aﬀairs of Proyemce, he was thither follow'd by the Deputies 
of that Parliament, and of ſome other Cities of that Province, in 
hopes that under his countenance,and Intereſt at Court,their com- 
plaints againit the Duke of Eſpernon would be the better heard, by 
which his Majeſty being tyr'd, vext at the continuations of theſe 
troubles,and animated againſt the Duke by the reiterated ill Offices 
of his cnemies, fearing allo thar the ill uſage the Duke had receiv'd 
from them, might during his rupture with Spain, provoke him to 
joyn with the Spaniard, lo as to receive them into thoſe Garriſons 
he held inProvexce,he then took up that final reſolution to ſuppreſs 
him by Force, and by *Arms to reduce him to his Duty. Of this 
War the Duke of Guife, as Governour of Provence, wasi to have The Duke 
the condu, whom neverthelels his Majeſty judging too young of 5*/e, 

. . and Monn- 
to manage, without the aſſiſtance of ſome more experienc'd Ca- ;;,,'y x7. 
ptain (cſpecially having to do with the Duke of Eſpernon) he 4iguiere: go 
madechoice of Mounſieur b Eſdiguieres for that purpoſe , by the J8*jn"* © 
title of Lieutenant General in Provente , under the Duke of Guiſe. Eſpernen. 
Neither could his Majeſty have made choice of two Captains 
more animated againſt the Enemy they were to undertake,the firſt 
being prompted on, belides the intereſt of his eſtabliſhment in 
that Province, by the antiquated and irreconcilable hatred of his 
Family, the other by his jcalouſie already mention'd, and by the 
conſcience of thole recent injuries the Duke had receiv'd at his 
hands. 

And here, though every one might reaſonably conclude that 
this torrent of Arms was likely to overwhelm the Duke beyond 
all poflible evaſion, or recovery,yet was his courage, and affurance 
no leſs eminent in this, than it had been in other occaſions of this 
nature. *Tis true that he had diſcreetly endeavour'd to divertit, by 
going to preſent himlelf before the King at Lyons,where he doubt- 
ed not to clear thoſe Acculations his Enemies had fo falſly con- 
triv'd, and ſo malici6ully preferr'd againſt him : But ſuch was = 
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ill fortune, that he mer intelligence upon the way , which aijur'd 
him bis Majeſty was ſudden!y, and unexpeGedly call'd thence in- 
co Picardy, by the inroads the ( onde de Fuentes had made into that 
Province, and by the danger the City of (ambray was in , which 
at this time was clolely beſieg'd by the Spaniſh Forces : So that he 


| was conſtrain'd to return back into Provence, not without extreme 


affliftion to lee his Majeſty ſo poſitively bent ro his ruine , with 


| this hope nevertheleſs , that cime would arlaſt juſtifie his in- 


The Duke 
reſolute to 
ftand upon 
his detence. 


rentions, eſpecially if he could in the interim maintain his Afﬀairs 
in any tolerable condition :- a confideration that made him refo- 
lute to defend his declining fortune more vigoroully than: ever ; 
yer not with any deltgn ro do any thing contrary to his Majelties 
Service, but with an intent, if things came to the laſt-puſh, rather 
ro makea voluntary ſurrenderof his Government into his Maje- 
ſties own hands (as he afterwards did) than ro fuffer himlelf 


| tamely to be ſtrip of it, by his mortal, and implacable Enemies. - 


The Army delign'd againſt him entred into Provence in No- 
vember 1595. where the Duke had Friends, and ſtrong Holds 
enoughto have held them long in play, had they, to whole fide- 
lity he had entruſted thechietcſt of his Caſtles and Towns ob- 
ſery'd the Faith they had ſworn unto him : but their revolr foon 
made him underſtand, the influence of the Royal Name,and how 
unhappy a thing it is, to have that appear againſt a man, how in- 
nocent ſoever his intentions may be, and how well ſocver dilpos'd 


- to his Princes Service : , for the Duke of Guiſe , and Monnſicur de 


The Duke . 
abandoned 
by molt of 
his friends. 


PF Eſdiguicres no ſooner appear'd in Provence, but that there was a 
contclt amongſt the Duke's greateſt Confidents, who-ſhould firſt 
o over tothem. Amongſt thele the Sicurs de Buows Brothers; the 
men of all others in that Country to whom the Duke had given 
the higheſt teſtimonies of Honour , and Friendſhip, -were the firit 
who torlook him,and who, beſides the prejudice they did him by 
their ill example, carried over with them- the two. Regiments 
they commanded in his Army , which was no little.blow to his 
Aﬀeairs in atime when it was no eafie matter forhim.to: raiſe new 
Forces. : ; Y 
The next in order that follow'd this vertuous example. was 
Ramefort, one who had been of longeſt acquaintance , and inti- 
macy with the Duke, and whom he in his time of favourhad ob- 
lig'd by many benefits, ana had ſince in Provence committed Cz- 
ſteron, one of the chicfelt places he held thereto his truſt, This 
man nevertheleſs no ſooner knew the Duke of Gxiſe ro be come 


 intothe Country, but that he ſen to. trear with him -abour the 
Jurrender of the place, upon condition that he ſhould Rill conci- 


nuc, 
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rinue Governovr there for the King. Peyroles did the ſame for his Anno 
Garriſon of Rzex, he continuing ſtill Governour of the place, to 1595» 
be held, and maincain'd for the time to come , in his Majeſties & 
name, as (iſteron. was by Ramefort. 
The los of theſe rwo places having infinitely ſurpriz'd the 
Duke of Eſpernon , who by this carriage plainly ſaw kow lictle aſ- 
ſurance he could promiſe to himſelf from the reſt of his Friends, 
he began to apprehend an univeiſal Revole ; and in this appre- TÞ* Puke 
on, ſcarce knowing any more in whom he might confide, or encers ino 
whom he might reaſonably ſuſpe@ , he chicfly began to miſtruſt * gereral l 
the fidelity of .eſples the Governour of Tropts, one of the prin- —paeeny 
cipal places that remain'd in his power , and in which upon the lowers. | 
ws of accidents he thought -to find his chiefeſt refuge, and 
ſafery. This Gentleman a Bearnow by Birth, and a man of fingu- 
lar Valour, had , by his gallant behaviour in ſeveral occaſions, 
wrought himſelf much intothe Kings opinion, and eftcem, from 
whence the Duke apprehending (perhaps too lightly) that poſ- 
ſibly he might quit bis Intereſts, to be allur'd over to his Enemies 
fide by the ſound of the Royal Name, he reſolv'd coremove him 
from thatcommand, as he prelently did; and that, as he conceiv'd, 
without any injury ,or offenſe, having done it withour noiſe , or 
giving the leaſt evidence that his Faith was any way ſuſpe&- 
op bin bur Meſplts (perhaps glad of ſo good a pretenſe to 
abandon the Duke, whoſe Affairs he ſaw daily declining) taking 
his unjuſt ſuſpicion for the higheſt injury, and the removing him 
from his Government for the greateſt Aﬀeont and Indignicy he 
could poflibly receive, reſented both at ſo high a rate , thac " Aan 
that time forwards he became one of his moſt violentand impla- 
cable enemies. He went upon the very inſtant to ſeek our the 
Duke of Guiſe, where being arriv'd, he immediately put himſelf - 
into his Service, and having long commanded ia St. Tropes, and 
at leiſure confider'd all the weakneſſes of the place , advis'd the 
Duke preſently to beſiege ic, afluring him that it would infallibly 
be rakens, which the Duke giving credit to, inamediately order'd 
him Men, and Cannon, to force the place, whilſt he himſelf wene 
upon the enterprize of Marſelles, which he likewiſe brought to a 
fortunate iſſue. This Deſign upon St. Tropts..had like to have oc» 
cafioned betwixt theſe two Dukes a memorable engagement, for 
the Duke of Eſpernon not being able to ſuffer ſuch a place to be 
loft, without cndeavouring ar leaft to relieve it , had ſuddenly ga- 
ther'd together all the Forces he could make. thereabours to that 
purpoſe , bur all thoſe amounting to no more, than abour ſome 
300. Light Horſe, 60. of his Guards, and berwixt four or five 
; ' Aa hundred 
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hundred Foot, he was hike to do no greatexecution, yet was he 
reſolute, notwithſtanding the infinite danger , to have” made a 
brave attempt ; when thoſe about him , ſecing thar only the deſ- 
perate condition of his Aﬀairs prompted him to thar precipitous 
reſolution, not only diſlwaded him from his purpoſe; bur in a 
manner 'conſtrain'd him to think of making his retreat : In 
which alſo the danger was exceeding great; for St. Tropes being 


© but four 'Leapues diſtant from Marſelles, whilft Meſples was buſic 


abour this petty Siege, 'the Duke of Guiſe had made him(c}f'Ma- 
ſer of thar great, and populous City; where, having a go6d Ar- 
my at his Devotion, and receiving intelligence from Meſples, thac 


| the Duke of Eſpernon was with a very inconfiderable Party abour 
| St. Trop6s, he made withrall poſſiblediligenice to find him out, and 


co fight him!” Asthe Duke of Guiſe was advancing with this De- 
ſign, the Duke of Eſpernon was upon his Retreat , which (that - 
erapgy and mountainous Country affording him no other pal- 
fage) he'was forc'd to make by the ſame way, by which the Duke 
of, Guiſe was coming /againſt him: The Duke of Eſpernon's For- 


| Jort-Hope was thar'day led by St: Andre, who;'fo ſoon as he dil- 


cover dthe-Enemy, gaverhe Duke preſent notice thereof; who, 
not ſo much'as dreaming of any ſich Encounter , was a little 

furpriz'd, and in ſome'perplexity, what courſc/he had beſtto take. 
His defign before was to have refrelh'd his men in the Village Du 
Fal, burthat being new poſleſs'dby the Duke of Guiſe ,) and he 
hot beingin a condition to diſlodge him | who was much ftron- 
ger thatr himſelf, he was forc'd to lay aſide his thoughts of 'repole, 
atid 'tothink of a ſpecdy-retreat. | Neither was this withour great 
difficulty'to be effected; there being no place near he 'expected 
{prefer himi and the Enemy being already im fight. In 
which gtticral confuſion- and aſtoniſhment, a Souldier” of the 
Country who wastherrwich che Duke, advis'd him to retire to- 
wards Berjau ; unjfiertaking hithſelf ar the ſame time, to be his 
Guide. 'Berjun was Hietle Town'in the Duke's poſleflion, bur ir 
tas four long Leagues from the plice where they then were, and 
the River: Hr gence was betwixt them and it,” which was no where 
paſſable/bucar Pont de*(arces, the Lord: of which was no friend 
rotheDoke, *as maybe gather'd from what has gone before : 


Yet was theSouldier's propoſition nevertheleſs embrac'd/{forin 


extreme'neceſſtties-and dangers; the firſt Counſels wharevef they 
be ate cotmmonly atcepted) the Guide therefore pur himlelf in the 
Fronc, atd the Duke followed after; leaving the Baron d*. Hrs, and 
Miran to bring upthe'Rear. Inthemean time the Duke ; of 'Guife 
advertis'd; by che Avant-Coureuts of his- Army ; thar'the Dake 
(qe gas i % if 


© conceiving he had nothing more todo, chan to make good his 


_ 
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of Eſp:rnon was ſo near, made all che haſte he could to overtahe Anno 
him ; which nocwichſtanding he could not ſo ſuddenly do, bur 1595. 
that the Duke had already paſs'd the River without difficulty, or, SV W 
danger, which the Duke of Gui/e perceiving , and attempting to 

follow after, chat he might engage him bel he could put his _ 
men into order, -was receiv'd on the Duke's part by a counterfeit 5mm 
charge, winch was put ſo briskly home, that the Duke of Guiſe's Duke of 
Forces, who were not halt got over the Bridge , aſtoniſh'd ar ſo 5/5 ©" . 
unexpeted a reſiſtance, fell foul upon one another , in which z/pcrn, 
confufion above thirty Troopers threw themſelves headlong. for. 

fear into the; River , and were there drown'd, ſome allo were © 

flain; and certainly had the Duke cngag'd with all his Forces, he 

had put Mounfieur de Guife into a very great diſorder : but he 


own retreat,. thought.it ſufficient by. charging, and amuling the 
Encmics|Van, to win time for thoſe tew Foot he had to,get the 
Rart;, wherein if the Duke committed an overſight, Mounſienr de 
Guiſe commirted afterwards a greater ; when after this licrle skir- 
miſh, having wicthout.oppoſition march'd aver the reſt of his Ar- 
my , it had becn no;hard maticr for him, had he made any haſte, 
to have overtaken the:Duke, who march'd no faſter chan a rot ; 
whilſt following leiſurely after, without prefling him co fight, he 
pave him leave.co make his retreat in great ſecurity without the 
ols of any, ſave ſome few of his worſt mounted men. . Thus the 
Duke of Eſpernon loſt at once both the Town of St.Tropes which 
| was avery good one, and the Governour, who was a Gentleman 
of great, worthand merit; the one by the prevailing Arms of, his 
Enemies,and the other perhaps by his own fault :; he was ax lcalt 
condemn'd by his Friends,and Servants,for entring upon too light 
grounds into a jealouſic of this Gentleman's faith: And certainly if 
ever weſhould make head againſt our diffidences, and miſtruſts, 
it ought chiefly to be, . when we moſt labour under affliction and 
diſgrace; . every thing-at thole cimes Deing luſpeRed to, us, and 
our judgments, weakned by grict and dilaſter, being then,moſt 
apt to be. impos'd upon. by the; lighteſt imprefſhons. \.... / _; 
Aftcs theraking in of theſe places , the Duke of Guiſe, TE/di- 
greres, the, Count de Carces, and the other Chicts of the Enemies 
Army retiy'dthemlelvesto 4ix, there to deliberate abour the Af; 
fairs of Provence, and;of the means by which they were to work 
the Duke,.of- Eſpernon's abſolute,., and final, ruine.,, He had 
at this, rime upon; his; hands at once the Duke of Savoy; the All chings 
Duke-of pe the League, U Eſdiguieres , Ornano, the'Pro- _ 4 
vencials ,; and .( which--was of, more dangerous canſequence Provence. 
Aa2z2 | than 
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than all theſeknown, and declared Enemies) his own Friends 
and Followers were wavering and uncertainto him : yet, as if 
all cheſe, who were all men of great quality, and many of them 
of greatintereſt, and reputation in the Country , had been too 
few to do his buſineſs, a wretched Fellow, bred from the Lees of 
the common people,obſcure,and of no name till chen,would like- 
wiſe put his helping hand tothe work; who alone, and contem- 

ible, as he was, putthe Duke into more maniteſt danger of his 
life, than ſo many, and ſo powerful enemies arm'd, and confede- 
rated to his ruine, as yet had ever done. His name was Bartholo- 
mew Biyne. a native of che fore-mentioned Village du Yal, and a 
near neighbour co Brignoles , whither the Duke having retird 
himſelf after the loſs of the before-mention'd places , and having 
there aſſembled all his Forces cogether,co make head againſt whac- 
ever new attempts might be preparing againſt him , this curſed 
Villain, who had never received any particular injury from the 
Duke, bur meerly prompted on by the malignity of his own na- 
ture, and a national hatred againſt him , having long deliberated 
by what way hemight infallibly deſtroy the Duke: , bethoughe 
himſelf at laſt of this impious, and abominable miſchief. He 
ſhur up in two Cheſts three Quintals of Powder, to purchaſe 
which he had laid out all the mony he had, or could procure ; and 


| having obſervd the place where the Duke uſually kn at 


Maſs in the Church of Brignoles, he entreated the Curate thereof 
to give him leave to bring the two Cheſts into his Church,where- 
in he pretended he had lock'd up the beft of his Goods, to preſerve 
them from the hands of the Souldier: which che Curate readily 

romis'd him he ſhould, provided he might firſt ſearchthem, ©o 
ce what they contain'd : but Bigne finding thatto be a condition, 
that by no means ſuited wich his Deſign, tek off the Curate, and 
ſeeing ſome other way was tobe found outto bring his purpole to 

als, fellro hammering out new projets; which ws leſs 
fard for him to contrive, by how muchthe ſame evil ſpirit, who 
had ſuggeſted to him che heart, and boldneſs to meditate ſo great 
2 wickedneſs, was now allo ready to prompt his invention, and 
to inftru&t him how to execute his execrable purpoſe by a new 
way, where his firſtdeſign had fail'd. Our of hopes then of effe- 


ting his buſineſs inthe Churchz he by the means of the Miſtriſs 
of the Houſe where the Duke lay, and with whom Bigne had 
been formerly acquainted, wriggles himſelf into the company of 
the Duke's Baker, andiin diſcourle offers him three Sacks of Corn 
to ſell; where betwixt them the Bargain was ſoon ſtrook up, and 
that being done, the Traytor lofing no time , - the nextday brings 

his 


__ 
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his three Sacks tothe Duke's Lodgings, about the time he was ro Anns 


come from Mats, and to go to dinner , and ſets them in a little 


place under the Chamber where the Duke us'd to eat. Where af-. 


rer he had diſpos'dthem as he thought moſt conveniently for the 
execution they were to do, he goes to ſeck our the Baker to come 
look upon his Bargain. In every one ofrhele Sacks he had pur an 


| hundred pound of powder, with only a lictle Corn at the mourh 


to ſerve for ſhew, thatif by chancethe firſt Sack tharwas open'd 
ſhould fail of irs effc&, no diſcovery might be made of the Trea- 
ſon ; bur that they might gotothe next. Amongſt the powder in 


every Sack he had convey'd the wheel-lock of a Piſtol, ready 
wound up, andxyed to theftring of the Sack, after ſuch a man- 


ner, thatit was impoſhble ro open any one wirhour pulling 
down the ſpringthat was faſtned ro the Cord , and giving fire to 
the powder ; the three Sacks alſo were {cr ſo near to one another, 
that any one of them taking fire, the others would alſo blow up, 
and {o the three Dujmalees Powder muſt infallibly play at once. 
Things being chus order'd, Bigne wairsnear to the Duke's Lodg- 
ing, untill he was comein, and hadthe patienceto ſtay till he ſaw 
him {ct down todinner;.when having kim now in the Trap, and 
that the Duke, as he thought, could not poſſibly eſcape, he then 
went to (cek out the Baker, ro make him at onceche Traitor, and 
the berrayed,and the innocent inſtrument of his own,and his Ma- 
ſer's ruine. 'The poor Baker was not hardto be found, at a time 


of the day when uſually all che Duke's domeſticks mer-togerher ; 


ſo that having preſendy mer him, Bigne gocs along with him co 


_ the Miſtrils of the houle, deſiring her to open the door where 


the Corn ſtood; which ſhe accordingly doing , and. hefecing 


things now broughtta thar paſs, that the cffe&t was, as it were in- 


evitable, himſelf infeafibly and unobſcrv'd flips our of che Houle, 
and got into the Fields, making with all diligence for' Fix. The 
Baker in the mcan'time, withrwo young fellows that belong'd to 
him in his Office, went to vilit the Sacks, »where going to untye 
the firſt, he had ſcarce touch the ſtring "but he was immediately 
conſum'd by the devouring flame: - Neither did his men eſ- 


. capeany-becter;-. and the violence of the powder was ſo great, 


tha ir/blew up the floor where che Duke fare ar dinner, with che 
ſtory above ir, the roof of the houſe only remaining firm. 'All 


thole who were above with the Duke, were blownup tothe roof, 
and thence tumbling headlong tothe foundation , were many of 


them craſh'd'to-pieces under theruines, the Duke only by a mi- 
racle of Fortune remaining ſtill fitting, and upright jn'the midſt 
of this.{ubverſion,; for his Chair being plac'd upon a greac _ 

that 
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1393: 
ALOE 


The Duke's 


wonderf:l 


eſcape. 


having forceenough to blow up that , which at both ends was 
ſtrongly faſtned into the Wall, the flame only burac his hair, and 
his beard, wichout any further harm to his perſon. That which 
hindred the powder from doing greater cxecution,and from blow- 
ing up the whole houſe, as in all probability it was like to. do, 
was, that the Windows being all open , the flame found a paſſage 


that way, and by that loſt much of irs force within; otherwile 


the houle, and all within, had certainly been toſt into the Aire, 


and conlum'd in a moment. 
Bigne, who from withoutthe Town had ſeen his mine play, 
believing the cffect co be infallibly ſuch,as he had propos'dto him- 
ſelf, ran in all haſtco 4ix to carry the newsof the Duke of Eſper- 
non's certain death to the Duke of Gui/ſe ;, to whom withal he de- 
clared at large the whole circumftanceot his deſign, not without 
the amazement and horror of all that heard him, that any man 


could beguilty of ſo. barbarous and inhumane a fa&. As forthe 


\ Duke of £ſpernon, he was a man fo well. prepar'd beforchand 
- againſtall the accidents of fortune, that he ſoon recover'd the aſto- 


niſhment this ſurprize had put him into.z. and doubting ic-mighr 
bea ſtratagem of the Enemy inthe diſorder, and: confuſion, char 
mult neceſſarily attend ſo ſudden a miſchief, comake himſelf Ma- 
fer of the place,made all the Souldiers he had in the Town.imme- 
diately to repair to their Arms; whilſt himſelf mounted on Horle- 
back, and attended by ſome Gentlemen his friends, wear to viſit 


_ the ſeveral Poſtsof the City, to ſee thatall was quiet there : where 


having foundall things right within, and chat. nothing of ſul- 


picion appear'd from without, it.muſt of neceſſity be concluded 


that the miſchicf aroſe, and that the. Conſpiracy muſt have been 
made within the Walls of his own Lodgings. Diligent ſearch 
was there therefore. preſently made, and the woman of the houſe 
examin'd, who ingenuoully confels'd the bargain about the Corn 
berwixt. Bigne and-the Baker by her means: whereupon they 
deſir'd to ſce the place where the Sacks had been ſet, bur thete 
was neither Sacks, nor the men who had open'd them tobe ſeen, 
the fire having ſo conſumr'd them, that ſcarcely their bones could - 
be found.. They then ſent to Bigne's houſe, who was fled; and 
his houſe left void , his Goods and Family being remov'dto 4ix 
the night before :- So that no further doubc. being to be. made of 
the Author of the Fat, the Duke's heart began to be: at reſt ; 
which before wasa lictle unquiet with the ſuſpicion, that ſome of 
his own people might have had a band in the-Plot;.; 4 + :: 
Some who haye made refleQions upon the Duke's life, and the 
many 
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many Accidents by which it had often been brought imorextrerie Anno 

danger (which were atlealt as many as any other greatimans of 1599. 

his.t1me) haveſometimes drawn the ſeveral hazards he has run, LY 

into comparifon with. one another, as he-hiraſelf amongſt his -—m——E 

private friends (1o pleaſant is the memory of dangers. paſt) upon feveral dan- 

occaſion delighted to-do; though he cyer declar'd the conſpira- Hute of Fr. 

cy of .Angouleſme, to be the greacelt peril hehadever been-in ; next pernon's lite; 

to which-he placdthar of Corbie, where he confeſt his fear ro 

have been-much greater, chan inthe former, though the buſineſs 

neverarriv'd atthat degree of danger , that was manifeſt inth& 

other accidents of ihis life. As for the precipice of Lyons, the Can- 

non-ſhotbefore 4ix;-and the Mine of Brignoles: but now: men- 

tion'd, though he ner his danger in all:thoſe cs thave 

been extreme, and that in all' apperance.; it was hardly pofſible 

he could eſcape; yerthe ſuddenneſs of them took away the ſenſe, 

and his good fortune, opportunely interpofing berwixt him and 

thoſe mortal accidents, prevented. his apprehenſion / and! pave 

him-no time to fear; whereas in the other two, he had had1ci- 
- ſuretoſce his approaching ruine;- and death coming upotvhim in 

all his ugly ſhapes, eſpecially in the buſineſs of Angouleſme,.which 

| hecould not conſider as one; bur a concatenation-of many; and 
thoſe mortal dangers, that ſucceeded one 'another for aboye forty 
hours together. * p26 g's - a6v? ot 1608 
Ar this-very time, 'and inthe height of theſe untoward' 'occtir- Anno 

rences, Mounfieur d' Offat, me&Cardinal (aperſon equally ro be | 596. 

commended for theimegrity of : his \life;and the excellency of bis 

learning) writ very. bitter things. co the? prejudice of the/Duke's 
| Loyalty and Honour; which; though by thecare of ſome of the 

Duke's Friends, they were ſuppreſt inthe: firſt( impreſſiorw 6f his 

Book; iyetthaving ſince beers added in a partieular-ſheer; think Th Dot 
my (elt oblig'd norco tuffer the publick robe! impos'd upon by-ſo of | 
orols calimaies, andthar it is my'diny to/interpoſe the>trach"in « mn odirkn, 
the Duke's defenſe. This Prelarethen, afrerhaving writ favour- 1 # 07:y. 
ably enough to the'King concerning thei Duke, in his-Lertey of 
the 22. of» December, 1594. that having givetr Pope: (lement the 
V1. an account of all chings his Majeſty hadpiven hywyin charge 
concerning Moun/ienr de Guiſe, 'and'the Govetimnent of (Provence, 
his Holineſs fighing, :replycd, 4nd what will'they do With the Duke of 
Eſpernoni? In another: Letrer norwithſtandiag/to' Secretary Vil- 
leroy, bearing datetho017, of Fanugry, 1596; Writes thus), E Mar- 
© ſelles pats me if mind of the'Duke of 'Eſpe#non;"boncerning. 
* whomrhey write from Lyons;-that after thetaking of Cifteron, 
© he has ſent totherKkingrromake a tender of fi ſubmiffion,” and 


obedience ; 
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& obedience : but they do not know that at the ſame time he 
&© he ſent to Tarin to the Dukeof Savoy, and to H4ilanto the Con- 
© table of (aftile, of whom he has obrain'd 6000. Crowns; 
« . thatisto ſay, 5000. down, with which his Agents buy Hor- 
* ſes, and Arms at Hilen, and 55000 more by Bill of Exchange 
«tg bereturn'd at Genoa; which is ſaid to be two months ad- 
* yance of 30000. Crownsa month , given him bythe Crown 
& of Spain, for being a good Frenchmen, as he writes into theſe 
& parts, he will be ſo long as he has life, cauſing it to be 'reported 
©. chatthe mony he reccives at Milan is mony of his own, that he | 
* has therein Bank; as if even to have a Bank of mony in a 
* Town belongingto the King of Spain, and to think it there ſe- 
< cure, were not a ſign of no my good Frenchman. There has 
© been a rumor in theſe parts for ſome days that he has promis'd 
& Boulogne to the Spaniard, &c. Thus writes the Cardinal d* 0/- 
fat, wich many other things of the like injurious nature. -. - 
The Duke of Eſpernon law all theſe inveRtives as ſoon almoſt 
as they appear'd in Print, -and chough in hisown nature he was a 
man not much enclin'd to Books; - the quality of the Author 
having given a great reputation to this, he bad a great defire to ſee 
it, when, having it _ before him, and the place being turn'd 
unto wherein he himfelt was concern'd, ir not be perceiv'd 


_ that he was at all mov'dat the many reproaches he there found 


againſt him : but on the contrary was ſo moderate and calm as 


 toſay, © That he could by no means blame the Cardinal d' 0/- 


< {at for what he had written ; and that being employ'd, as he 
* was, by the King in the mou Afairs of the Court of 
;'* Rome, he had done no more, than his duty in giving his Majeſty 
'* a faithful accompr of whar ever was a—_— co him :: That 
* he knew yery well many ochers atche {ame time talk'd of him 
© at the ſame rate, ſomeout of ſpleen, and others perhaps our 
© of a belief the common bruit his Encmics had ſpread amongſt 


the people had begor in them: bur that neither the one nor 


< che other ſaid true, - That indeed the King of Spain , the Duke 
© of Savoy, and the Duke of Meyenne (meaſuring his diſcontents 
©© by the provocations he had received) had all of them often ſenc 
to him, the firſt ro offer him his proteRion , and the two laft 
* cheir friendſhip and alliance. That he had been ſolicited by a 
* Religious of the Order of St. Francis on the behalf of the King 
* of Spain, by a woman of quality , the world belicv'd had a 
< great intereftin him, from the Duke of Savoy, and by the 
* Abbor of (ornac, fince Abbot of Pille-Loin, a man ofgreat dex- 
** terity, and prudence, from the Duke of Mayenne: but = de- 
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<« declar's, and bound it wich an Oath , that he had ew hear- 


* ken'd to any ſuch praftice ; That in cruth, ſeeing himlelfpreſs'd 
* by his own particular enemicsunderthe King's Authority, and 
* in his-name, andthax alone he could not long be able romake 
<* head againſt them, he had ſomerimes been in ſuſpenſe what he 
* ſhould do; and a little cempred by the advantageous conditions 
© cheſe Princes had offer'd to him : bue chat notwirhſtanding 
< his Fidelity, and Duty, hadever ſo ſtoutly oppos'd his Intereſt, 
* and Paſfion, thathe rather choſe ro ſurrender his Right to the 
& Government of Provence , and ( which was far more inſup- 
© portable unto him) ro quir the Field ro his Enemies, than to 
© makealonger refiſtance, by joyning himſelf with Parties, and 
<« Factions, contrary to-his Majetties Service, and Intereft, All 
which inthe end he made lo evident, that Icannotburt admire, af- 
cer ſo” manifeſt a juſtification by his Actions, any body could be 
ſo unjuſt, :as to tax him with any incclligence with Spain. To 
fortifie which ſo odious a Calumny, they ought at leaſt to have 
prov'd,:that he had receiv'd from thence, or by their means, 
ſome kind of: Aſſiſtancein his Aﬀairs, by whom, had he been 
ſecrerly favour'd, would they have husbanded their favour (o ill, 
3 not to bayc drawn from him ſame cffeual acknowledgement, 
and return, by the giving up ſome one ar leaſt of thoſe places in 


his cuſtody into theirihands 2 The ſame Cardinal ſays that he 


had promis'd them-Boulogne, though it was plain enough after- 
wards, how-far he was from any ſuch purpoſe;that he had receiv'd 
mony from: Spain,-and'that he pretended for his excuſe, it came 


outof hisown Bank at. Milan, where himſelf had before laid ir up; 


and that the one, - andthe other; were almoſt equally crimina 
which-were ittrue, no-one could deny itto be a Crime. But to an- 
{wer ro thispoint, 1 would fain know whathe did contrary to. his 
Majeſties Service, after he receiv'd this mony;and whether he was 
afterwards obſerv'dto favour chat Faction morethan before?No.,ir 
was ſo muchotherwile;char almoſt atthe very ſame time the Car- 
dinal ſcat this intelligence againſt him , he went in perſon to the 
King,where;he put himſelf into his Majeftics hands, without Ar- 
ricle, or Reſervation. ,;;to be abfolurcly athis diſpoſal. Would the 
Spaniard have been thus tamely cheated of -his mony, without 
ſpeaking, had he parted with ſuch;a Sum ? would he nor havepub- 
liſh'd to all the world the Duke's infidelity, and unhandſome car- 
xiage ?: and would he.not atlcaft have ſciz'd upon thar Bank, the 
Cardinal'4-Ofſat wriges of at Milan, for his reimburſement: 

- Others. have further added, that the; Duke had a delign to take 
this opporwnity of the Kingdoms diſtraction, ro make himſelf 
aSovercignPrince in Provence : but let —_ conſider, — 
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after having conceiv'd fo unjuſt, and ſo unruly an ambition , be 
would -not-berimes , and before he had proceeded to matter of 
— Fat, have fortified himſelf 'by a correſpondency , and intelli- 


e with Foreign Princes, to have juſtified his vſurpation ? of? 
whether, in-common diſcretion, he would not have confedera- 
red himſelf wich thoſe Factions at home that already brav'd the 
lawful Authority ? Yet is it moſt true,and it was evident to all the 
world, that inſtead ofdoing the one, or the other, he fought with 
all che power he had; and maintain'd theſharpeſt War he could 

maintain, both againſt the Duke of Savoy, though back'd 

withthe Spaniſh Forces, and allo againſt the League, of itſelf ſuf- 
ficient to have amaz'd-a manof leſs condn&t:and reſolution. lr is ve- 
ry erue,thar he would fain have kept, and'maintain'd hisGovern- 
ment of Provence againft all pretenders,had ic ſtood with the Kings 
good liking; and that he was the longer before he could perſwade 
himſelfto giveirup,hoping at ſometimeor other,that his Majefly 
refle&ing upon his Services, might chink him-as worthy as any of 
that Command:burar laſt finding his expeRation vain, and all he. 
could do,or fay,ineffeftual cg the procuring of his Royal Conſent, 
he rather:choſe to quic claim:toa Tithe his 'Majefty would not be: 
prevail'd veich ro.approve , than by a longer obſtinacy.co. oppois 
his Mafters pleaſure-to the prejudice of his own duty. 141 

Some who caniendure no truths, bur ſuch as are couch'd in the 
worlt Characters, [and that call all things flattery-, which are.noc 
offence, roay perhaps think metoo/zealous:inthe Duke's juſtifica- 
tion:2 5 bur ler ſuch, before they tao liberally:determine; examine 
theArguments T have us'd in his'behalf, wherher therebein them 
anything forc'd;os uncafie ro:an unbyas'djudgment, or whether 
anything can bo contradidtcd in-all I have'faid: It has beenan ob- 
ſervation (almoſt co a rule) thatthe lives of great Favourites have 
ever been'the obje@spf the hatred,” and envy:of their own times 5 
an iajuſticerchardeſcending upon'the Duke; not onlypinthe uſus 
al forms of Calumny, bur ia an extraordinary. ftile ,, and- with 
greater demonſtrations of malice to him'7:and his:.repuration, 
than to-any- other-of this, - or of almoſt any other 'time . before 
him; Lthoughtiradury to crutch; ro him/*and; to -poſteriry (now 
thartime has laid open the fallity of thole ſlanders, that have been 
publiſh'd-againſt him) to diſcover the true cauſes, and 'reaſons why 
he fo long perſilded in the defence of- his Government ; and as far 
as Famable, ar leaftxo reſcue thofe ations from obloquy', which 
all diſintereſted; and'worthy-men will, upon mature deliberarion; 
chink worthy of all commendation and- honour. A defign,which 
asT haveimparciallpundertaken;” ſo have 1'not herein made uſe 
of my own Arguments, but only made a faithful report of what I 

| have 
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havelearn'd from the moſt unſuſpected reftimony , gather'd our Anno 
of. the beſt Hiſtarians, or receiv'd from the Duke's own: mourh, 1596. 
who muſtof neceſſity know the truth as well as any , and, much SY 
berrer than thoſe who-wrir at random of affairs : Neither do I ap- 
prehend why, what he himlelf reported for _the juſtification of 
choſe ations which were ſo unhappily interpreted ſhould not be 
of as good authority for him, as what was. publiſh'd to his pre- | 
judice by. men who were profeſtly haters of his Perſon , and, ap- 
parcently emulous of his Name, and Fortune. oriteig 

| The Duke of Eſpernon, having (as has been ſaid) rejected; all The Duke 
propoſitions made him by thoſe who were enemies to the King, 0x4 
would accept of no other protection, than wharhe expeRted trom ing all of- 
his Majelties Juſtice, and. Bounty, however . incens'd againſt y from 
him. In which reſolution having ſer up his reſt , he diſparch'd 554js, and 
away Guez, his principal Secretary co the King, to carry him, an *b< Duke of 
aſſurance of his Fidelity, and Obedience; who being arriv'd at gn 
Court, was preſented to bis Majeſty by che Marquiſs de Roque- ſelfrorbe | 
laure ; a man who in the Duke's ſevereſt perſecution, and when *'"5 
the tongueof.calurnny was moſt bitter againſt him, had ever pre- 
ſerv'd torihim a moſt encire, and conſtant Friendſhip, .and who 
had made no difficulty in his Majeſties greateſt Paſſions (atime of 
all other che-moſt dangerous to diſpute with Princes), to. juſtifie, 
and undertake for his Friends integrity, and touphold his jntereft 
with an admirable, and never.eniough to be commended, c9n- 
ſtancy. - Guez, then was: by hina no, ſooner brought intothe Kings . 
preſence, than his Majeſty with a ſtern look preſencly told him, 
that if himſelf. ro whom. he was ſent had no; greater /a, kindneſs 
for him, -chan his Maſter had, who had ſent himy be ſhould chac 
hour-cauſc/his head to. be truck from his ſhoulders ,” and rhat.he 
much 'wonder'd 4mman of ſenſe, as. he was , dusit come no bim 
from che Duke of &/pexnon, whom he himlelt kaew very well tg 
hold intelligence with his Enemies : To which Guex,, whoiwas 
very well aflur'd-of thecontrary,reply'd,, that he-would willingly 
ſubmir te the puniſhment his Majeſty was pleas'd to threaten , if 
the Duke was guilty, of-thoſe things whereof he ſtood. accus'd : 
_ andthat hecame go his Majeſty on the behalf -of, a Loyal Subject, 
his moſt:humble, and fairhful..Servant, who had rather choſen 
to depend upon his Majefties Grace; and: Fayour;; and ;zochrow 
himſclf arhis feer without condition, than to.accept of rhe moſt 
advantageous offers, could by his Majcfties Enemies be propgs/d 
unto him: After which-the King haying ask'd; him it he; nigh. 
rely upon his word;and Guez, having by maiy proteſtationascon- 
firm'd,. what he before had ſaid;: his. Majeſty. reſoly'd to reonye 
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the Duke into his favour, and a few days' after diſparch'd away - 
Monnſieur de Roquelaure himlelf.che Duke's moſt incimare Friend, 
to give him aſſurance, that he might with all freedom come to 
Court,- whete from his Majeſty he ſhould receive all che fatisfa- 
ior he could expect, or defire, 

The Duke, withour inſiſting upon grearet precaution, or other 
ſecurity, than what he found im his own Conſcience , rook his 
journey co Court, and thar with ſo abſolute- a confidence in his 
Majeſties Royal Word, that he would not ſo much as open the 
Letters Mounſitur de Roquelaure brought him from the King . 
hut at his arrival reſtor'd them to his Majeſty , ſeal'd op as they 
were ſent : by which generous behaviour, excuſes, and reaſuns ha- 
ving given his Majeſty full ſatisfaQtion in all chings , he receiv'd 
him into art honourable degree of Favour, and ſoon after gave 
himthe Governiment of the higher, and lower Limouſrn,inrecom- 
penſe of thatof Provence : A charge in truth chat held no pro- 
potrion'with the-other; bur that nevertheleſs. bordering upon 
XKaintonge, Angoilmois, and the Country of Aulins, which the Duke 


already had, lay vety convenient for him-; and beſides; 'by being 


newly-confett'd = him; ave the world to ſee, thar his Majeſty 
did tibrlook upon him as a Rebel. The King gave him moreover 
i 66600 Crowns to defray pare iof the expenie he had been at in 
Proven; by which his Majeſty-ſeem'd 'to acknowledge .it had 
been therewell employ'd, arditwas affipr'd him upon the Con- 
voy of Benrdeani* Thus did the Duke quit all his pretenſes in Pro- 
Venee, -a2d remain'd at Court with the King, 3 7 

- Þ'eould herefpeak'of theemerprize of Marſelles without dan- 
ger of dipreſhion; it having been execured by the Duke of Guiſe, 
whilft the Duke of 'Bpernon-was yet in Provence , and-the rather 
becavfe the Siepes of. Se. 7 ropes, and Oriol ,' which were then in 
his pofſeffion;ferv'd'tuuch to palliarerhe Duke of Gnije's Deſign : 
biit having nontedto'ſeek clewhere, than inthe particular a&ti- 
ons of 'ithe Dukevf Epernen himſelf, to ſwell che bulk of my Hi- 
ſtory: 1 ſhall, how: grear and ſhining ſoever that aRion' was , for- 
beartomake a further mention of ic, the Hiſtorians of thas time 


having given accompts of it at large. And' yer, whilſtI omirthe 


mairi thing ſo pettinent to my Story, I cannot forbear to menci- 
ona'remarkablecircumſtance, which I have from # very good 


hand; and that-1' doubt nor:will be acceprable ro my Reader, 


A dipreſhon 
upon a Fe- 
markable 
paſlape. 


thonph'it be ureerly from the marter of my Subje&@.  -. 

Aﬀer the Duke'of Gajſe had pur an ehd>to/his enterprize , a 
ſucteſs of rhe preareſt glory ro himſelf , and'immportance to the 
State; that could poſhbly have haphed ar-chat cite ; he' cthoughtit 

: bur 


— —— - 


BookIV. the Drcke of Eſpernon. 189 


————— 


bur reaſonable ro enjoy the fruits of his ViRtory, by giving him- Ami 
ſelt a vacation trom che hardſhips of War, to the ſofrer. delights 1596; 
of Liberty:and Eaſe, which made him ſeek out all the Diverſions & Vw 
| the Towncould afford, char any way ſuited with the a petite of 

his yourh and pleaſure, The chiefeſt of which was chefrequenta» 

tion-of a Gentlewoman in the City, of but moderate beaury, but 

of ſo admirable a wir, as gave her, tor a diſtin&ion of Excellen 

above the other women of the Ciry , the name of the Marſeltes. 

This Lady had formerly been a Miſtriſs of the Duke of Eſpernor's, 

and was at this timehighly courted by the Duke of Gniſe , with 

whom the Duke-being one night very pleaſant in her Lodging, 

- they there contriv'd a piece of mirth, which1n the ifſue very much 

fail'd cheir expeRation. Grillon Camp-Maſterto the Regiment of 
Guards, a Gentleman of Provence, was reputed one of the bra- 

veſt men of his time, and with good reaſon, the fighal teſtimo- 

nies he had in athouſand occaſions given of his Valour approach- 

ing nearer to the vanity of a Romance, than to the cruth of ſeri. 

ous Hiſtory. This Gentleman, after the recovery of Marſelles, was 
diſmiſs'd from the King to the Duke of Guiſe to be affiſting to 

him in his reputation, advice, and: yalour,' for the conſeryarion of 

that place : for his Majeſty well knowing what a longing , and 
watchful eye his Enemies had upon that City , and Enna allo 

being very render of ſoimportant a place, would ſpare no coſt, 
noromit-no careto preſerve it{afe, trom'any deſigns without; or 

within by violence, or praQice;/ The Duke of Gaiſe then in' the 

height of his mirth calling to tnind that -Griflon was ordinarily 
call'd*. homme ſans penr , thinking 1t-not' impoflibletoſhew the * The mani 
world he was capable of che Paſſion of fear as-well as other men, jo" 
and:to/make hira loſe char name, 'with ſome'orher young men of = 
his. own-gay humourabour him, .contrip'I'to havean' Alarrhi ſud. 

denly.given underGrilby's window, as if tlie' Enemy* kad efnred 

the Tawn,and atthe ſame timecauſing rwo'Harſes tobebrought 

co the door of his Lodging,runs Himlelf uf Nairs into his Chartt- 

ber,where with a counterfented diftraction he&haftily cold Hihvthit 

| all wasloſt, that the.Enemy:luid madehimfelf MaRtet'df ac 

Port, and of the City, that they had forc'd the Guards, diſpers'd 

and beaten all chat could make head againſt him; and that no 

more reliſtance being to be made , he thought ir better to retire, 

than to add to their Enemies Victory by their own Ruine: that 

therefore he was come to call him.out, that they might make their 

retreat together ; to which purpoſe two Horles waited ready at £ 
the door of his Lodging, and that he defir'd him to make baſt, 

leſt they ſhould be ſurpriz'd by the Enemy before they could find 
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HE Duke of 7 brios, nid NOR ſaid) | 
Y  raken his of thr Provence," rg coriipanry of _—_ 
che Marquils of 'Ro quelexre, {pon ahrr preſented 
A himſclf befor his Majeſty 4! Plriy!" vhs was 
-then but newly rewurn'd froin his Voyag of Pi- 
1 trdy; an expedition wherein he hi rice with -,,. catule 
very various laccels, Fortune having plaid with both hand#frithe of Aﬀairs 
diſtibinion of Hondur'and Difprace:"9h&hiad indeed fhew'd wy m_— 
herſ&f favourable to-him int the Enterprite of 1g" Fire 1/4. place, arrival 
that being one of the moſt iriportant upon the Froritfer and hg- Coure: 
vingbyaks League been put Mts thie SpanidfPhands , had bech 
fo Fortified and Vietualled by the' new Pofſefſors , thattheRi oy 
pidging it norts berecover'd by fine force? wirhont the otanife 
tolxot- aft on mttember « © {560d mien , thought & b better to 
eft it at #diſtance, b y blocking up, ztd builditigFs rts up- 


all the Avenues; by AIR ir-could any way be ſupph'd, "or 
reliey'd, 


. 
' 
\ 
\ 
. 9 4 
®* L 
* py 
, Fe 2 
Es « x hh © . » + 
2 ds er CD [gets Ny : Wer dA» "Ry 07 PAY. EP : i. 4 
way + es een ee EE IE I OO ION a CE WPE7444 


Pp OE 


Ot 


: The Hiſtory of the Life of | P A "_—_ II 


Anno 


1596. 


reliev'd, than to hazard his men by a nearer ahd more regular 
Siege : a,way, that.doubtleſs was rhe ſafeſt, and molt likely 1n the 
end co ſucceed : bur asno Counſels are fo perfect , as to point 


.. out thecertain event of things, this way of proceeding prov'd fo 


flow, asgave the Enemy in the interim time and opportunity to 


bring about other deſigns of ſuch importance, as made the King 


' fick of-1 ie Auccgis .of his own enterprize ,” even before it rook 
< bg 6 IZA it we 


_ by an attcmpr upon. lome other 


Albert Arxch-Duke, and alſo Cardinal of Auftria, was now 
newly cntcr'd upon the Govefnnent of the hereditary Countries 
of Flanders,from whence the King of Spain had lately call'd home 
the onde defFutntes ; Prince, fg hired X y the emulſriog 
of*#his Predeceffor's exploits (who the year before had won From 
Prance le Catelet, _— 5,and Cambray) had. put on arelolution 
to dothings, tharfhouldas far otir-ſhine the Conde's leſs atchieve- 


ments, as he himſelf, FE and Quality was, ſuperigro him 
in Namc,.an an, :vherffore -his pb com 
Dy a ep = OVFe SF 10. ee 


& a more glorious beginning to his admi- 


_» 


forgot nothing that 
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|, Amonglit chemmany'/opinions phatiwere:deliver'd in-che:Cardi- 


deyorethimſel tothe Duke of Guiſe,, and;done him many kig; 
» MALICE 


nals Council. aboyt this, Aﬀaic; the ill Forcune,of- France wauld 
havethecounlel of a Frenchmento prevail ;; thar\ by che, prgcure- 
ment of one of her own, Sons;, ths; Kingdom, might receivturhe 
greateſt diſhonour ic. could poſſibly lultain. And this, waythe, ad+ 
vice. of Rho/ac a Gentleman born-in Champogne upon, the, Fronr 
Tiers of (Lorain, one, who havingin the' infancy ,of che League 


7 


he 


ryices.in his life ; after his death perleyering in the eyil gauic 
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he had before embrac'd, had put himſelf under the Duke of _nno 
Mayenne, and ſo far his too violent zeal to Religion . orthe error 1596. 
of his judgment (which might be deluded amongſt the reſt)were 
rather tobeexcus'd, and pircied, than his carriage abſolutely to be 
condeman'd : but after the Duke of Fayenne was reduc'd to rea- 
ſon, and had given up his cauſe, his yer engaging himſelf wich 
che King's moſt implacable enemics made ir maniteſt to all, that 
his turbulent ſpiric would ſtick at no miſchief he could any ways 
cffc&_ againſt his Prince and Country. This man then diſcredit- 
ing.in the Cardinals Council all the diverſions had been there 
| propos'd, as by making an attempt upon St. Quintin, Montreuille, 
Boulogne,. or Guiſe, gave advice to fall upon Calice, at the ſame 
time offering himſelt to be the man that would undertake, and 
accowpliſh the deſign. A propoſition of ſo high, and generous Hp ups 
a nature, that the Cardinals ambition , which was bent npon - 
ſome noble atchievement, being fird thereby, he was afterwards 
deaf to all other, Counſels , and ſo wholly bent upon an en- 
cerprize ſo ſnitable to. the greatneſs of his mind , that without fur- 
ther delay he gave immediate order to diſpoſe allthings for the ex- 
ecution of thatdeſign., To which end his Army was forthwith 
drawn.into the Field, and there divided into three ſeveral bodies, 
to amuſe the King, and to keep him in doubt of the courſe he in- 
tendedto ſteer :. a policy not very neceſlary to the concealmgnet 
of his deſign, it being impoſſble any one could imagine he durſt 
{ſo much as meditate the thoughts of an cnterprize , which , to 
all mens aſtoniſhment, he ſo ſuddenly effected, that the King had 
no ſooner intelligence of his motion , but that wicthal news was 
brought him. of the loſs of the place. | 
Bidoſſan Governour of (alice, ſurpriz'd with ſo unexpected a 
Siege, was ina few days reduc to fo great an extremity , that he 
was forc'a to diſpatch a Poſt tothe King, to acquaint his oy 
with the Articles of his capitulation, which was to make a poſt- 
tive ſurrender, if within fix days he was nor relievd:. at which 
unhappy, and unexpected news, his Majeſty being beyond all 
expreſhon afflicted, he advanc'd with all oy as far as Bou- 
logne, in hopethat the convenient vicinity of that place would 
give him ſome opportunity or other to ſend in ſome relict to the 
beſieged beforethe time of limitation ſhould expire : neicher did 
he fail to try all poſſible ways by which he conceiv'd it might be 
done; but all in vain, the contrary winds by Sea, and the Ene- 
mies vigilancy by Land ſtill fruftrating what ever endeayour he 
could uſe: when one ſole Servant of the Duke of Eſpernon's 


had the good hap beyond all humane expeation to pur himlelf 
G&-< into 
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Anno into the place, Forrune being (it ſhould ſeem) reloly 'd/by the per- 
1596. formance of. one of his Servants to confer' upon the Maſter, 


chough abſent, the honour of the braveſt exploit chat paſJupon 


” this occaſion. The man whoſe reſolution was fo eminent in this 


of Campeg- affair, was commonly call'd the black * Cader, a Gentleman of 


n- the houſe of Campagnol, who bravely undertook, and as bravely 
perform'd the Aion. - His elder Brotherby the Duke's Favour, 
was preferr'dto be Captain of a Company in the Regiment of 
Guards; and his own Lieutenant in the Government of Boulogne, 
as this alſo had a Company in the Regiment-of Picardy, with 
which he had likewiſe been gratified by the Dukes Bounty. This 
Gentleman no ſooner receiv'd intelligence of the Enemies motion 
towards (alice, butthat he immediately repair'd to his Brother ac 
 Boulopne, where he was at his Majeſtics arrival there, and where 
his courage not permitting him co fic ſtill in -fo general a confter- 
nation, as appear'd-in all perſons about the King, he made'a' vo» 
luntary offer of himſelf ro pals through the Encmics Guards into 
the: Town of Calice } with any number-of men his Majeſty 
would pleaſe to commit to his charge, orto petifh in the attempr. 
The valour of the man was ſo wellrry'd, and known ,that the 
King doubted not inthe leaft of his performance to the utmoſt of 
what conld by man be done : but the danger was ſuch; *'that 
his Majeſty was very unwilling to expoſe ſo brave a Gentleman to 
ſo manifeſt a ruine, yet ſuch was his importunity, and the occa- 
fion of ſuch importance,thar at laſt three hundred men only were 
affign'd him, wich which, by che fayour of che night, and his own 
. good conduR, he arriv'd ſafe at (alice, without the loſs of fomuch 
as any one man ; ſo that certainly had he carried a more confider- 
| able number of men, the Town had bcen ſay'd : but as the caſe 
then ſtood he muſt content himſelf with the honour of his own 
bravery, without reaping any other benefit from the ſucceſs of 
his attempt. Theterm of fix days being expir'd; the Enemy ſent 
to ſummon the Town to a ſurrender, according to the Articles of 
Capitulation berwixt them; ro which ſummons they had no 
other return than this, that the beſtcg'd were now acquie of their 
promiſe, and that they had receiv'd arclicf; an anſwer at which 
Rboſne being more enrag'd than the Arch-Duke himſelf , he pre- 
ſently caus'd the Cannon to play with greater fury , than at any 
rime before during the Siege ; when a ſufficient breach being made, = 
he prepar'd the Army for a general aſſaulc. The afſault was ac- 
cordingly given, in the beginning of which Bedofſan being ſlain, 
Campagnol took upon him his Authority, and Command, giving 
the Enemy after two hours ſharp fight a brave , and notable re- 
pulle 
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pulſe, which notwithſtanding the breach was ſo wide as was im- Anno 
poſſible long to be defended, by ſo few men as he had left; which 1596. 
made the Enemy by frequent Meſlages often pur him in mind of C&W 
what he himſelt. knew as well as they, by repreſenting to him the 
deſperate condition the place was in, and his own inevitable ruine 
ſhould he longer perſiſt in his defenſe; offering him art the ſame 
time conditions of Honour, and Advantage if he would deliver 
up the Town: but all ro no purpoſe, he had not put himſelf in- 
co that place with ſo much hazard of his life to depart thence info 
great ſecurity : the aflaulr therefore was again renew'd , and the 
Encmy again beaten back : but coming up the chird time with 
greater fury than ever before, and bringing up ſtill freſh Compa- 
| niesto ſucceed thoſe who were beaten off, Campagnol's men were 
| in fincovercome by numbers, and conſtrain'd*to retire; athing 
* their Captain ſcorn'd ro do , who, though alone and aban- 
don'd byall, ftill fought with the ſame courage, and vigour, when 
his reſiſtance, how brave ſocver, being too weak to ſtop the tor- 
" rentof a vitorious crowd, he was at laſt rather overwhelm'd 
than overcome, and by a multirude taken priſoner: with this 
. reſemblance nevertheleſs betwixt his honour and diſgrace, that, as 

he had appear'd ſingle inthe defenſe of the Town, ſo was healſo 
alone in his impriſonment, the Enemy killing all chat fled before 
them without humanity, or reſpe& of perſons, excepting of his, 
' who had ſo undauntedly ſtood alone in his defenſe , wherein his 
 Vertue was his refuge. D'4vila attribures this Aion to the Sieur 
de Matelet , whom he qualifies Governour of Foix , although 
Cardinal Bentivoglio in his deſcription of this Siege, Mounfienr de 
Thou, and D* Aubigne make no mention of any ſuch man. Yet it 
is true that Matelet had lo great a ſhare in the buſineſs , as ought 
not to be pals'd oyer without its due report. of honour; for the 
King having commanded him with an hundred Gentlemen of 
his Court tocut his way through the Enemies Army during the 
hcatof the Afaulr, and co pur himſelf into the Town, it was no 
fault of his that his Majeſty fail'd of his deſire : hedid what was 
by valour to be done, though he was not ſo fortunate as to per- 
form his Majeſties command , neither was the Enemies Army fo 
thin, but that they had men cnough to maintain the Aſſault, and 
at the ſametime to intercept ſuch petty ſuccours as thoſe : ſo that 
choſe hundred Gentlemen: were almoft all cur to pieces with very 
lictle reſiſtance; a panick fear having made them blind to their 
own ſafety, and honour, excepting Matelet, who bravely fighting 
as fortunately elcap'd,. | 

Thus was (alice loft, che King bimſelf in a manner looking 
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Anno 


- 1596. 


- on; alter which Guints and Ham were carried without refiſtance : 


ſucceſſes with which Rhoſne being yet unſatisfied, he had moreover 


UN the confidence to undertake the Siege of Ardres, which the ſame 


Anno 


I597» 


day that la Fere was lurrendred to the King , furrendred allo to 
him ; as if hehad been in fee with Forcune, and that ſhe had been 
oblig'd to give him all the reſpite was neceſſary for the execution 
of his Deſigns : tor in effec, the ſame day that concluded the Car- 
dinals Conquelts, had in all probability determin'd of his honour, 
and put a ruinous period to-all his Aﬀairs , had his ſucceſſes gone 
on with never {o little a ſſower pace. 
The King in the whole courſe of his lite , was never perhaps 
more aſtoni{h'd, and afflicted, than at theſe diſgraces ; and his 
orcat ſpirit was prone enough to prompt him on to an immedi- 
ate revenge, by obſtinatcly (ertling himſelf to the recovery of the 
Places he had lately loſt, f1nce the Cardinal's ſudden retreat had 
put him out of all poſſibilicy of fighting : bur his prudence lay- 
ing before him the dithculty of the enterprize, he rather choſe to 
give his Army ſome refreſhment , which had been tir'd out with 
thetedious Siege of la Fere, than anew to expoſe them* ro other 
dangers, and ſuch as were like enoughto be the ruine of'them all. 
Wherefore baving diſtributed them into the moſt. commodiaus 
quarters upon the Frontier, to be in readineſsagainft the next fair 
ſeaſon, he left the Mareſchal de Biron ro command them , with 
order upon.the firſt opportunity,to enter intothe Enemies Coun- 
ery, andto make them feel his Majefties Arms, whilſt himſelf re- . 
tir'd to Paris, to conſult with his Subjes , about the means he 
was to purſue jn the vindication of his own, and the Nations ho- 
nour, forthe Artemprs the Enemy had made upon his Crown, 

and Kingdom. | 
The King being come to Pars, and either not expecting , or 
not finding thatreadinels, or ability he expeRed in his own peo- 
ple; who having been harrz(s'd, and impoveriſh'd with paft mi(. 
chicts, were now very unkit to ſupply him with mony,, propor- 
tionable to the greatnels of his defigns ; he ſaw he muſt of ne- 
neceffity have recourſe to Strangers, his ancient Confederates, and 
Allies : ro which purpoſe he diſpatch'd away Ambaſſadors 'to 
Elizabeth Queen of England, to the States'of Holland ,"and'to 
lome Princes of Germany; during which Negotiations., the 
Pope, who from the month of September, 1595. had-given the 
King Abſolution inthe perſons of MefSieurs dn Pero. and d'0ſ- 
fat, his Majeſties Agents at Rome, defiring now to fee att effectual 
re-eſtabliſhment of the Catholick Religion in, France;*#nd' a re- 
formation of ſuch abuſes as were crept into the Churet *'during 
| : the 
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the diſorders of the Kingdom, reſolv'd upon lending a Legat at Anno 
this time, to appoint what was neceflary to be done tor his entire 1597. 
fatisfaction. Neither was this the only, though the principal end TX 
of this diſpatch; this good, and holy Pope having turther a de- hes 
ſign ro leron foot a Treaty of Accommodation berwixt the two |-<&#* into 
Crowns 3 conceiving he did not fully diſcharge the Duty of the RY 
Common Father of Chriſtians, if, after having given repoſe to 
the King's Conſcience, hedid notallo procurea good, and laſt- 

ing Peace, betwixttwo the greateſt Princes of the Holy Church. 

To this good end Cardinal de Mediciz the Pope's Legat fail'd 
not, according to his Inſftruions, ſo ſoon as he arriv'd in 
France, to offer ſome propoſitions of Reconciliation bertwixt the 
two Crowns ; which, though well receiv'd by the King , yerdid 
they not hinder him from waking his preparations for a {marr,and 
vindictive War : he had (as nas been ſaid) renew'd his Alliances 
with-his Confederates, and had further call'd an Afſembly of (e- 
veral the moſt intelligent perſons of his Kingdom, by their joynt 
advice to find outthe moſt calic, and indifterent ways of raifin 
mony upon his people for the proſecution of the War ; which Af- 
ſembly, by reaſon of the Plague which was that year exceeding 
rifein Paris, being not conveniently there to be Aſſembled, his 
MajeRy transferr'd it to Roan, where they. opened their Seſſion in = Aﬀem- 
Oftober, and continued itto the beginning of the enſuing year. Ee I 
The Dukeof  Epernon had the honour to attend his Majeſty in 
, this Voyage, and.was alio made privy to whatloever paſs'd in 
the Aflembly, where many grave. diretions were propos'd for 
the Reformation of ſeveral abuſes that were praRis'd in all parts 
of the Kingdom ; but very litcle fatisfa&ion to-the King concern- 
ing mony, which was the main defign in calling that Aſſembly, 
rather than reformation of abuſes : which notwithſtanding his 
Majeſty wounded with the grief of his loſſes, what by husband- 
Ing his Revenue, what by fſening his Expenſe, by augmentari- 
ons upon his Farris, and other extraordinary ways made ſhift to 
get up ſuch a ſtock, as was cnough to ſet a powerful Army on 
foot, and ſucha one as ſhould be lufficient to repair all his former 
dilgraces.. 

Atrer che diflolution of this Aſſembly , his Majeſty retiring 
himſelf for ſome indiſpolition into the Air of the Country , the 
Duke. of Eſpernon conceiy'd he could not take a fitter opportunity 
than this, to ask leaveto go look after his own particular Aﬀairs, 
and to ſettle his Governments in a poſture of Security, and Obe- 
dience.; a requeſt.no ſooner made to the King, bur that he gave 
his free conſent, diſmiſſing the Duke with all demonſtration of 

relpe& 


PE 


' 198 


T he Hiſtory of the Life of Parr IL. 


to ti a TO EO 


Anno 


1597+ 


LWNLg 


relpe& and kindneſs; and then it was that his Patent was ſeal'd 
for the Government of Limouſin, inſtead of Provence , and dated 
at Folembray, a houſe of Pleaſure, to which his Majeſty had re- 
tir'd himſelf to provide for his hcalch at greater liberty and caſe. 
Witch this new Commiſſion the Duke then departed from Cour 
cowards Angouleſme, where his Children were bred , which the 
had ſcarce een {incetheir Birth, eſpecially che youngeſt whom he 
had never ſeen; a motive of it ſelf lufficienc for a longer Journey : 
bur neither the repole the Duke intended to take, nor the vacati- 


- on his Majeſty intended to give, were of any long continuance , 
| for he was ſcarce arriy'd at Angouleſme, when he reccivid a Diſ- 


patch under the Kings own hand-(his Majeſty not ar all thinking 
it below his Greatneſs,chat his Nobility ſhould receive the Honour 
of his Commands immediately from himſelf) wherein he acquain- 
ted him with the ſurprizal of Amiens., as alſo of his reſolution. 
ſuddenly to fit down before ir, for the recovery of ſo. importanc 
a place : at the ſame time conjuring him to make all poſſible 
haſte co come, and ſeryc him in ſo gloriousan occaſion. 

I ſhall not here enlarge my elf in a relation of this ſurprize, it 
being an a&ion that made ſo much noiſe at that time , and that 


*He ic cotl'g AVE lo great a reputation to Hernando-Telles Portocarrero,: who 
by Jean 4+ was the contriver and executorgf it, that there is ſcarce any Hi- 
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ſtorian of our own, or any other Nation, who has not particu-. 
larly inſiſted upon'this, above any other enterprize of the like na- 
ture ; wherein they all agrce that it was a deſign the beft-concriv'd, 


the bravelieſt carried on, andthe moſt fortunately perform'd of 


any whatever of, that kind. 
The nearneſs of this place to Paris, it being but three little days 
journey from thence, having alarm'd the Pariſians to ſuch. a de- 
rec, that they thought the Spaniard already ar their Gates , begar 
fic clamours, and publick complaints amongſt the people, that 
every one made very bold with the Royal Name , acculing the 
King, as if he had held intelligence with the Enemy , and as if 
he alone werethe Author of this milchance: ſo thatas if his Ma- 
jeſty had not been ſufficiently afflicted with the loſs of this City 
(which more concern'd him, than them all) he muſt alſo endure 
the unjuſt reproaches of his Subjects ; the little reſpite he had ca- 
ken for the recovery of his health, paſſing, in minds prepbſſeſs'd 
with fear, for ſupineneſs, and ſloth ; and his love to = Duc- 
chels of Beaufort giving every one occaſion tocenſure, and con- 
demn his Paſſions, by which, they ſaid, he lay buricd -in negli+ 
gence, and pleaſure, whilſt the Enemy was in ation;taking,and 


{urprizivg his beſt Towns, and Cities, 
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It wasrberefore neceſſary for the King withour further delay to 
berake himſelf again-to Arms, and: that (cqually ftirr'd up by 
hisown imimediare\ danger, and the clamours of his people} he 
ſhould abandonthercate. of his health, to go expoſe his life to 
the hazards of War and Sickneſs. It was upon the renth day of 
March; that! Amiens had been ſurpriz'd, upon notice whereof, his 
Majcfty withourlols of time, had writ tothe FMareſchal de Biron, 
(who{as has been ſaid) . he had left upon the Frontier) that he 
fheuld with all expedition, ' gather the Army together, and to fit 
down bcfore Amiens to begin the Siege. A- command that could 
nothaveibeenfſent:to a-more diligent, a braver , or more able 
Souldier ; -and-one, - who fo wal knew how to manage ſuch En- 
vines, 'and provifioris of War,' as the King (who himſelf was 
advanc'd'as far as Corbie } had taken care to fend him;that his Ma- 
jeſty ar his arrival before the place found nothing wanting, or un- 


donc;ihe could at-a' diſtance have deſir'd; or have order'd him- 


ſelf, -hadhe-beerthere in perſon. A diligence his Majefly did 
highly; and publickly commend, giving the Mareſchal a very no- 
ble Charadter for the/progreſs he had made in; his works , and ap- 
proaches, which could not haye been perform'd by any with 
greater care, courage, and conduR, according to all the Rules 
and Diſcipline of War, Neither is 'it to be denied , but that 'Bi- 
ron fery'd che King as bravely, as isto be imagin'd upon this oc- 
cation: wherein he allo knew wellenough, i not too well, his 
own merit ; - his brave Service in this, and other occaſions having 
rais'd him tothat degree of- preſumption, and infolence, ' that he 
afterwards, by his ſaucy reproachesto the King his Maſter , de- 
priv'd himlelt of thoſe Honours, and Rewards, his Valour mighe 
otherwiſe, with great juſtice have expected; and his vanity con- 
 verting thoſe aftions, which modeſtly earried would have been his 


immortal glory, intothe inftruments of his diſgrace, and ruine: 


of which inits due place | ſhall give a more full accompr, as alſo 
of every circumſtance that helpt ro precipitate him into thoſe 
misfortunes whereinto he afterwards fell: and that becauſe his 
Intereſts went, for many years hand in hand , with thoſe of the 
Duke of Eſpernon, they two being link'd together in an extraor- 
dinary ftrit League of AﬀeCtion, and Friend(bip. 

The King during his abode at Corbie, having taken careto fend 
fuch numbers of men, as the Mareſchal de Biron ſtood in need 
of for carrying on.the Siege, return'd back to Paris, there to take 
order about Artillery forthe Leaguer, and mony for the ſupport 
of his Army; when all things being ready in June, his Majeſty 
accompanied with the Duke of Montpenſter, the (ount de "—_ 

| the 
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Anne the Conſtable de Montmorency, the Duke of Mayenne, the 
1597. Prince of Foinville, and many other Lords of great quality, 
NN advanc'd himſelf tothe Siege. Cardinal Bentivoglio, who is very 
exa& in the deſcription of this Leaguer , has, amongſt the reft, 

naim'd the Duke of Fſpernon for one of thoſe who attended his 
Majeſty-in this expedition : a miſtake | do not ſo much wonder 

at in him, who of neceſſity muſt take many things upon truſt as 

1 do at Avila, who ſays the ſame thing, and yer pretends to have 

been preſent, and wounded at this Siege; when it is moſt certain 

the Duke was not there. I would, not willingly deprive him of 

any honour ishis due ; neither would I attribute to him contrary 

ro the. known truth, things wherein he had no ſhare : but the 

cruth is, the Duke was ſo longin making his preparation , and 

would come in ſo:/handſome an equipage to the Army , that it 

was two days after the ſurrender of the place,beforc he came upto 

The Duke theKing : perhaps one of the wort occurrences , and that did 
of Eſpernen };m the greateſt prejudice of any that befel-him in his whole life, 


comes tothe : : ; L. | . 
King & it being certain, that if, in this expedition, he'had bygreater di- 


Amiens. ligence exprels'd to his Majeſty the'real Paſhon he had for his Ser- 


vice, he had ſo blotted out of his memory, all former jealoufics, | 

| anddiſcontents, that no ill office could ever after have done him 
harm: whereas his Enemies took now occaſion to poſlcels the King, 
that he hadeither ſaid to expe the ifſue of this Siege , to make 
his own uſe of ſuch diſorders in the State, as muſt neceſſarily at- 
tend any ill ſucceſs 3 or that (at the beſt).he had amind the Roy- 

al Aﬀairs ſhould fall into the laſt neceſſity, by that means co pur 

a greater value upon his own Service : Sothatalthough he arriv'd 
very ſeaſgnably for the recruit of the Royal Army, very much 
tir'd,. and worn out with the length of the Siege, and that he 
brought along with him 300. Horſe, an hundred and fifty Har- 
quebuſicrs on horſeback, and four Regiments of Foot, as well 
equipt as men could be : yer was not his reception ſuch, as he 
had good reaſon to expect, his zeal to the Service having made 
hin loſe the honour of the Service itſelf, It was nevertheleſs but 
two days after the King's entry into Amiens, that the Duke came 

vp tothe Army; by which it appears he did not in his Govern- 
ment lic expeQing the event of the Siege , having been a month 
upon his March; neither did he long lie idle after he was come, 

|  forambitious by ſome notable Action to make amends for his 
Aurpr;ze former default, he medicated a ſurprize upon . Arras ; an enter- 
T ;- "boil | prize that having been communicated to Mareſchal Biron,the man- 
ner of it was ſoon concluded on betwizt them , and as ſoon con- 

| ſented to by the King, who by his own preſence would favour the 


ſuccels. His 


Boox Vo the Duke of Eſpernon. 


— 


JO! 


H's Majeſty after the ſurrender of Amiens ſtaid no longer there Anno 
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than was requiſtte for the ceremony of his entry, bur put him- 


ſelf immediarely in-purfuic of the Enemy ; to ler them ſee, that - 


notwithſtanding he- had 'been ſo drain'd of men, he was yer 
Krong enqugh to remove the Scene of War to their own doors ; 
when,being advanc'd with his Army as far as 4rras, the Duke 
of , Efpernontook thoſe Forces he had brought, and advanc'd to 
. gweaScalado to 2 Fort, that was alittle ſeparated from the main 
wall ofthe; City 3 which he aſſaulted with ſuch vigour and 
bravery. in his own perſon, that his men encourag'd by his exam- 
ple {non made themſelves maſters of the place. A ſucceſs that 
gave the-Inhabitancs,: and Garriſon of Arras ſo great an Alarm, 
thatthey all ran to; that ſide to beat the Duke back, and to ſecure 
that part of their Walls, where betwixt them the conflit grew 
fo hot, thatthe Mareſchal de Biron, who was at the lametime to 
Petarre oneof the Gates of the City, had all leiſure to perfor it, 
wichout.any-danger, from the Curtain. And accordingly'his firſt 
Petard play d, andto, ſo good effect, thar it laid all flat , which 
ſhut upthe Raveline : The ſecond beat down the Draw-Bridge, 
and catried away the bottom of the Portcullice it ſelf, though by 
the Petard's being fixt too low, the perpendicular Bars remain'd 
yet long enough todefend the paſſage, when the third Perard being 
brought up (which doubtleſs had it play'd, had put an end to the 
Diſpute) and the Engineer juſt; ready to give fire , he was from 
the top of the Gate taken upon the head with a ſtone, by which 
blow Man and Engine were both beaten headlong into the 
Ditch : an accident by which they were put-to look out for an- 
other, bur in vain. there being never another to. be found. In the 
mean timethe Duke of Eſpernon, who was ſtill fighting with the 
Enemy, had no little todo to make head againſt che Forces of ſo 
great, and-populous a City ; which nevertheleſs he bravely did 
until the Mareſchal.de Biron ſending him word of his misfortune, 
defir'd himto retire, as himſelf was conſtrain'd to do for want of 
a fourth Petard. 


——— 


Aubigne is the man, of all our Hiſtorians that makes mention «4«;que. 


of this Enterprize, wherc he adds onething that is very remark- 
able, and very true, andthart is, that the Mareſchal enrag'd toths 
laſt degree, at the miſcarriage of ſo brave a deſign , went up and 
_downcurling, and (wearing, and railing at the King before allthe 
Army, and almoſt to his own face, that he had made him fail 
ig the conqueſt of {o important aplace for want of a Pertard, ac- 
cufing him of Avarice , where his Honour and Safety were con- 
cern'd; whilſt he was prodigiouſly Profuſe in the em 
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of his Miftrſle,an in the procurements of his own deſires: Lan- 


1597. gvagy, that, how indiſcreetly ſoever ſpoken , was malicioully 


Anno 


1598. 


the retaking of it (almoſt 


' FW enouphſoon convey'd to the King's ear, and which I have heard 
the Duke ſay, perhaps ſowed the firſt ſeeds of hatred in his Ma- 


jeſties heatc againſt him : Neither did the Dake fail , like 2'rrue 
friend,” ts conjure him into a better govertiment of his pafhon, 
leſt his wild tongue might atſome time or other , © be'the inftru- 
ment of his own ruine; although whatever power he might have 
with Hitt-.in other things, (as with a man that ſtill mindfulof the 
Duke's paſt obligations, when his favour had given him many 
portimitiesxo expreſs his affe&ion to him, was muich at his de- 
vorion) yet could he never ſo govern the unbridled fierceneſs of 
hisnat&rc bur that he would break often out intoextrayagancies 


» 


| of 'thathind. - | 


- ASthe ſirprizal of Amiens had ſuſpended all propofitions of 

Peace; that had before been preferr'd by the Pope's Lepar , ſodid 

of courle) ſet them again oti: foot; for 

the Byaniard ſceinghe had not been able tg'kerp a place of that 
importaiice when he had it in his hands , and' apprehending b 


' 
; 


had y 
that, the King's Power-(which had been ſufficiently manifeſted at 


this Siege) would now extend it {of into cheirown Territories, 


tothe danger of their ſtrongeſt, and beſt Towns, of (themſelves 


_rete&$# the imerrupted Treaty ' of Peace; in- order wheteunto, 


the Deputies of both Crowns being mer art Fervins, ir-was there, 
to their common latisfaQion happily concluded. 

That which I obſervero be moſt remarkable in this Peace , is, 
that the King, whar neceſiicy ſorver there was upon him of re- 
gulativg the diforders of his own Kingdom , which were many 
(athing neuer to be well done in the confuſions of War')' would 
notwithſtanding never conſent his Depuries ſhould mectto Treat, 
till fiſt the King of 5pain had given him affurance , that all the 
places had been raken from him in this laſt War ſhould be re- 
ſtor'd :'His Majeſty chooſing rather to expole his Perſon, and 
Kingdom to the uncertain event of another War , than that his 
Crown ſhould ſuffer the leaſt prejudice by a Treary of Peace; 
hd although he had hitherto beenthe loſer yet did kis cour 
*nake him hope ſo well of his Fortune, as to believe he ſhould in 
theend bring herover to his own ſide. Sobrick an Article as this 
at firſtdaſh, and-beforethe King would proceed co any further 
Treaty, itis'to be ſuppos'd would Rtarele the Spaniſh Gravity, and 
muſt reaſonably meet with great difficulty, 2s it did in the Coun- 
cils of War, and Privy Council of Spain, #'being evidentchat, 
inthisdemand, the King would impoſe upon them who were 

the 
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the Conquerersthe lame conditions he ſhould have done, had Anno 
they been already overcome, which made it ſuffer a long Debate, 1598. 
chough ar laſt ic was condeſcended to; and that being granted, no Vw 
other difficultics/were likely to ariſe : ſo. that this happy Peace 6 me 
was Concluded, and Sign'd by the Commiſtioners on both ſides, «7» 
the ſecondof Hay 1598. By.he Articles of this Treaty the King 
was toreftore the County of Charoleis , to the King of See ro 
be by him held of the Crown of France 3 who' in exchange re- 
ſtor'd the Towns of (alice, 4rdres, Monthulin, Dourlens, la apelle, 
and le Catelet in Picardy, and Blavet in Britenny : which Articles 
were Ratifi'd, and Sign'd by his Majeſty the eleventh of Fane ; 
whoin gayery of humour, art ſo happy a concluſion, told the 
Duke of Eſpernon, That with one daſh of his\Pen be had done greater 


things, than he couldof a long time have performd with the beft Swords 


of bu Kingdom. | ' 
This Peace was no ſooner concluded, | but that the Cour put 
on a Face far different from that wherewith it had appeardd when 


ſhaded, andovercaft, with the tumule and troubleof War and 
Buſineſs : nothing now was tobe ſeen , but State, and Luſtre, 
nor wasany thing now thought on, bur Feaſting , and Mirth, " 
which alſo was much added to, by the celebration of ſeyeral Mar- 
 Tiages, which wereat this time conſummate berwixt ſome per- 
ſons of the greateft quality of the Kingdom : For Katharine the The Marri- 
King's only Siſter: was Married to the Duke of Bar., Son to 3852 
the Duke of Lorain.; and Henry of Boyrbon Duke of Montpenſier Montgenfer! 
| Married Katharine de. Joyeuſe, with many other Marriages berwixt _ {on rag 
' Perſons of great Quality, that were alſo ſolemniz'd atthe ſame ;.j;. row 
time : butit not being my defign to meddle wich thole wherein Durcheſs of 
the Duke of Eſpernon was not immediately concern'd, 1ſhall on- Rn 
 lyinſiſt upon that of the Duke of .Hontpenſier who contraing Duke of £/- 
himſelf co ſo near a Relation of the Duke's, that he, in a man- '**"* 
ner ſupply'd the place of a Father to her , it will be neceſlary 1 
ſhould ſay ſomething of the reaſons, and concluſion of this par- 
ticular Match. | 
The King ſince the Duke's. return from Provence , had never 
excceded to him the favour of meer juſtice he had, it is crue, lefe 
him free in the enjoyment of his Offices, his Eſtate, and Degree, 
without doing him any the leaſt injury in any thing that was his: 
juſt, and immediate right : Bur as to the reſt, bis Majeſty noc 
Rn ableto ys 14 his foremention'd diſcontents againſt him, 
he thought he did him a ſignal fayour, in that he forbare.to do 
him any publick diſgrace. In this condition , the Duke, who ſaw 
bimſelf ſeated at Court in a ſtation far Tr to that n——_ 
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he had formerly been, ſuffer'd nor'# little in his own boſom from 
the King's coldneſs, and indiffereny to him: yet concealing his 
diſcontent with the true reſpe&t he ought to pay his Prince , and 
Maſter he avoided, atleaſt, all occafions (the only refuge of a ſu- 
fpetted Miniſter) that might any way bring him into a greater 
difprate; "Yer even inthis condition his fortune would not forſake 
him, who,when all other'meansfeem'd to be loſt, that could pro- 
bably'te ore hint to any degree of his former proſperity, ſprung 
hi ew tide to his firanded greatneſs, and ſuch an one, as not 
only lifted him'oft thoſe ſarids whetein he was like to ſink; and 

efi ;" bit rais'd him again to ſtth a reputation, as was no little 
fu bit co his dedining name; ard power. (0 £0 

? ode de yeuſe Cwhom'T have already nam'd) was only 
Dauphcer and Heir tothe Count de Bouchage , and Katharine de No- 
garet, and dela Palette, the Duke of Eſpernon's Siſter; a young 
1 "that befides the advantages of herBirth,' and Beauty, was 
Mo MRnift of very grear pofieſſions; having to her paternal Eftate 
4dde#rHar of the yreatFavoutite the'Diike of Joyeuſe, as ſhe alſo 
was TTY bf that of the Cardinal de Foyeuſe her Uncle ; 
which r&kon'd altogether muſtnceds'make up ſo vaſt arr cſtare, 
a ruſt” without = , entitle her the greaceſt Fortune of 
Fr aie. The Duke of Montpenfier likewiſe)as born a Prince of the 


| Blood, wivalſo in high confideration,, wherein the advantage of 


his Fortyme concurt'd wich the eminency of his Birth , he having 
alone a gfeater Revenve,than all the other Princes of the Blood: ro 
which ys Valour, Liberality, and Courteſie, with other good qua- 


© lities he was Maſter of, had rais'd him to a very great eſteem with 


the King, aid made him no leſs a Favourite to the People: ſo 


35 q that he was not only'the Aim and Ambition of the beſt Matches 
of Fraite 3 but ſtoodalſoin the proſpect of ſome Forein Princes : 


Atonyft cheſe the Duke of Lorain proceeded ſo far, as to offer 
hifi his Daughter (who was afterwards Married to the Dukeof 
(teve's) with eight Hindred thouſand Crowns to her Dowry : a 

ropofition that, being debated in the Duke of Montpenſier's 

6uhcil; was very much lik'd of by ſome of his Servants , who 
advis'd himito prefer this Match ro the other Inheretrix of the 
Houſe of Joyenſe ; the fortune of the laſt, beirig patt of ir yer de- 
penditig; whereas the offers of the Duke of Lorain being prefent, 


and effeQual, would very much advance his Aﬀairs, and eſtabliſh 


his prearneſs ar preathiberty and caſe. 1 have been inform'd, and 
Sack a perſon of, Quality, who was conſulced ibour this buſi- 


nels, that one main reaſon which induc'd this Prince to prefer 
Madamnifelle de Joyeufe before the other, was the conſideration of 
; os ; the 


| overture of his defign, though his fear”proy'd 
vain : for his Majeſty ſecing ic would be a Match of conſiderable 
advantage to his Kinſman, andin'his heart acknowledging the 
Duke of Eſpernon to be a Subje& of greac' merit , though, for 
ſome private diſcontenits; not very — himſelf ; was nor 


unwilling to oblige both the one, ' a 
free conſent. - ERERETERS 
By this Marriage the Duke bf Eſpernon's Affairs! were not a 
little improv'd, andif, on the onefide;, he! (by the conſideraci- 
| on of hisdeſert) had preferr'd his'Niece before the Daughter of a 
Sovereign Prince; ſhe on the other-ſide, by a very good return 
was acquit of that obligation, by-introducing her Uncle into the 
relation and ſupport of a great Prince! of the Blood , by whole 
means he was ſoon after honour'd with a very near alliance to 

the Royal Family. . £7601 | 
The Feaſtings, and other entertainments of the Court , did 
not ſo wholly rake up the King, that his Majeſty was not nevyer- 
thele(s very intent upon his Aﬀairs, he had a mind to ſeeanend 
of the Treaty with Savoy, which was not yer diſpatch'd , though 
it had been compriz'd in the Peace concluded berwixt the two 
Crowns at Vervins2 The Duke of Sayoy had defir'd ſome re- 
ſpite ro conſider before he would Seal ; which having been gran- 
ted to him, and he not being able to perſwade himſelf to the re- 
ſticution of thoſe places he had , contrary to the publick Faith, 
ſurpriz'd during the diſorders of the State, as by the Articles of 
the Treaty he had been oblig'd todo: he had no mind , to pur a 
thing to Arbitration he was certain that way neverto obtain, and 
that he was likewiſe reſolv'd never to part withal. The Pope 
whom himlſclf had nam'd Arbiter of all differences no the 
King 


the 'other , by giving his 


Anno .. 


1599+ 
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| Anno King, and him , was ſo far diſoblig'd by the diffidence he 
1599. had manifeſtedof his equal judgment (which the Duke hadcun- 
WY ningly publiſhd to that end) that his Holineſs had excus'd himſelf 


from intermedling any more betwixt them ; a thing that having 
fall'n out according tothe Duke of Savey's hearts deftre,he reſoly'd 
now upon a Journey into France, to try it by his ſubmiſhons to 
the King, his dexterity with his Miniſters, or his liberalities in 
his Court, he could not precure, or purchaſe that, ro which he 
could with no ſhew of equity otherwiſe pretend: bur-all his po- 
licy prov'd vain, and his hopes were deluded , as they were like 
to be in'a Court where the King himſelf was alone the-greateſt, 
and wiſeſt part of che Council; he muſt firſt corrupt him, or at 
leaſt yery much deceive him , before he could perſwade him to 
conſent to any thing prejudicjalto nis Crown, and Honour. The 
Duke of Savoy then, being ablcto efteRt nothing by artifice, re- 
ſolv'd atlaſt upon returning into- his own Dukedom : yet, that 
his Journey might not be altogether without fruit, he firftcaus'd 
the Mareſchal de Biron to be dealt withal, a man whom he con- 
ceiv'd his many diſcontents had laid open to his temptation , and 
him he firſt ated by Lafin , the ſame who had made himſelf a 
Mediator betwixt the Duke of Eſpernon and F Eſdiguieres in Pros 
vence,and who therein had abus'd them both. This ro of atur- 
bulent unquier Spirit, and one of thoſe who had rather bedoing 
miſchief, chan not ro bedoingatall, was of late wrigled into the 
Duke of Savoy's Favour,and had taſted of his bony which he 
was qualified to offer from the Duke one of his Daughters to the 
Mareſchal de Biren in Marriage, and with her ſeveral Seigniories to 
be held in Sovercignty, with the affiſtance of the Forces both of 
Spain,and Savoy,to maintain him in Burgundy : A Province con» 
riguous to their own Territories. Allurements ſo ficted to Birons 
ambitious and mutinous nature,chat he lent a willing ear to thoſe 
dangerous propolitions, and, as ſome have belicy'd, engag'd him- 
felf without much Ceremony in the Treaſon, which prov'd ar laſt 
his diſhonour and ruine. 

T his praCtice with Biron was the only thing the Duke of Savoy, 
with all his policy , effeted in France: which nevertheleſs. he 
chought to be of ſuch moment, as made him afterwards refuſe 
to give the King that ſatisfaRion he had promis'd, and ſo to build 
upon the confidence of Biron's revolt, that having, before his de- 
parture from Paris, engag'd either co ſurrender to his Majeſty the 
Marquiſate of Saluzzo, or la Brefſe, with other Dominions at his 
own choice in lieu thereof, and within three months timeto per- 
form it ; he had now no morc regard to his word : neither would 

| do 
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dothe one nor the'other, which oblig'd the King to ſeek that (a- ; "= 
tisfaction by force of Arms, he could by no other means. abrain, 1599- 
as he evidently {aw by the delays and cquivocations of this ſubtle wv 


Prince. . | 3.40 Sf: 

- His: Majeſty had before he reſolv'd upon this expedition been 
ſufficiently enform'd of what. means had been us'd to corrupr the 
 Mareſchal: de Biron | but whether it were that he rcally believ'd the 
Mareſchal had been deaf to all ſuch propoſitions; or that by the 
teftimeny of an entire confidence in his: Loyalty this generous 
Prince would oblige a- Subject to continue firm in his duty, who 
by his brave Service bad deſerv'd ſo well of the Crown, 'and to 
look back into his error, before he was gone too far; he: gave 
him the Command of 'an Army againſt the Duke of Savey him- 
ſelf, with orders to enter by the way of his own Government of 
Burgundy into Breſs, in which employment Biron ſo well-con- 
ceal'd his practice, and fo ſmartly purſu'd the War, that no ation 
of his conſeſs'd, the leaſt intelligence with the Enemy. LA/di- 
gvieres alſo, whoatrhe ſame time enter'd by the way of. Dau» 
phin& into Savoy, by his Valour , and conduct made fo confider- 
able advances intothat Duchy, that betwixt them in few days 
all the Teyritories the Savoyard poſieſs'd onthis fide the Alpes, were 
over-run by the Royal Arms, except. Hontmelian, which was oc 

bur by $iege to be reduc'd. | | 

. . . It was in this occaſion of Montmelian that the Duke of Eſpers 
pernon did cheKing a very, ſignal ſervice : Aplace reputed fo ftrong, 

and that had been ſo fortified, and furniſh'd, with all proviſions 

of War by the Duke of Savoy, that he was nothing ftarcled at his 

other loſles, as ſuppoſing this City co be an inexpugnable Bul- 


wark againſt whatever could be attempted againſt him. A confh- ' 


dence-wherein he found himſelf very much miſtaken, for the 
Duke of Eſpernon having the command of one quarter art this 
Siege, as 'Biron and L'Eſdignieres had of the. other two , whilſt 
they were on all hands butie intheir approaches, found opportu- 
nity ſometimes toconter with the Count de Brandis Governour of 
the place, interviews, that being frequent , and allow'd by the 
King, wrought ar laft ſo good an efte&, thatthe Governour pro- 
mis'd to ſurrender the City tothe King , if within a month che 
Duke-of Savoy did not raiſc the Siege. A:Capitulation of that 
dangerous importanceto the Duke that he laboutr'd by all poſhble 
- ways, during the limited term to per{wade the Governour into a 
better reſolution, and had ſo wrought upon him, what by en- 
treaty, promiſes, and threars,that he was grown infinitely waver- 
. ing, and uncertain what to do; which EY oy 

uke 
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Anne Duke of Eſpernon who had drawn the firſt plot of this great de- 
1599. fign, happily bronghr ito perfection in the end; he abſolutely 
WY confirm'd by his perſwaſton the anxious Count in the terms of 
his firft Treaty, and thereupon receiv'd new Hoſtages fromhim : 
by which dexterity he rendred himſelf the principal, and moſt ef- 
fecual inſtrument of his Majeſtics viories in that Country , as 
alſo of the Peace which immediately follow'd che Surrender of 
this important City. | 
Whalſtrhe King's Deſigns ſucceeded at chis fortunate rate in 
thiglitde Dukedom, . the Princes of 1raly apprehending, that af- 
ter the rvine of the Duke of Savoy, the ſweetneſs, and facility of 
that Conqueſt would tempt the King to advance further into 
the Country to ſeek new Victories, were inſtant with.the Pope to 
interpofe his Authority with the King, to diſpoſe his: Majeſty to 
accept.of fatisiaCtion from the Duke of Savoy for what had paſt, 
that an Accommodation might enſue : to which his Holineſs be- 
ing enclin'd,both by his own intereſts (which could by no means 
 admitof'aWarin Italy). and by the importunity of the-Princes 
The Cardi- of the Country ,. he diſpatch'd away Cardinal Aldobtandino-his 
nal 4de- , Own Nephew tothe King, to be in his name-the Mediator of 
by che Pope this Peace, as the Cardinal de Medicis had been bcfaxe' of that 
imo France yyhich had been concluded with Spain. | x] can; 
NeverPrince came from that Country in a prouder Equipage, 
nor with a more honourable train , than did this. Cardinal, 's 
Magnificence to which his Majeſty being willing to hold propor- 
tion, both in regard to his own greatneſs, as allo to exprelsthere- 
by a greater reſpect to the ay (ro whom he was highly oblig'd} 
in the perſon of a Kinſman ſo near, and dear unto him, he made 
choice of.che Duke of Eſpernon,amongſ(t all the other Grandees of 
his Court, to be the man ſhould receive him ; and that becauſe he 
both knew him to be a perſon very acceptable tothe Holy Sea, as 
alſo one who knew as well how to behave himſelf for his Maſters 
honour, py whoever, that was abour his perſon. Neither did 
the Duke deceive his Majeſty in his choice, he receiv'd the Cardi- 
nal atthe head of the Army, which before had been drawn up in- 
to Battalia for that purpoſe, accompanied with the moſt ſprightly 
and gay Nobility , and Gentry of the Court, conduRing him 
with infinite demonſtrations of Honour , and Reſpe&t through 
the ſeveral diviſfons, uncil he brought him into. the preſence of . 
the King himſelf ; and though I muſtcell youby the way , thar - 
the Duke's imperious, and haughty humour was naturally very 
averſc tothe humility of Complement, and the ſubmiſſion of ex- 
.celſive Civilities ; yet when ſuch an occaſion as this oblig'd him 
co 
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to it ; no-man of histime could perform ſuch a Ceremony with. Anno 

a better grace : and -doubrleſs ;.it at ordinary times; he: would 15 | 

have been more liberal of his.courteſie , and have added that ro 4 WW 

' thoſe otherexcellearqualities, which made {him admir'd: by all, 

he might have acquit'd thereby what Friends and Servants he had 

leas'd. L J 4G 

, Soon after the Legat's arrivalthe Peace of Savoy was conclu- —_— 
 ” . 4 SEL I © G 1 oy 

ded, wherein a Prince, . whoſcnereſt ic was to recoyer his own concluded. 

Dominions almoſt entirely over-run by' the King's Victorious 

Arms, was now to redeem his own with what he had ſurrepriti- 

ouſly , and contrary to, the publick Faith ſnatch'd fromthe King, 

* during thedilorders of his Kingdom , and which his Maj 

was now alſo ready to force from him , as he.had already: done 

the greateſt part of his own heredirary Terricorics in purſuit of 

that Quarrel: So that the Duke of Savoy bought his Peace at a 

cheap rate through the Pope's timely mediation , and all things 

were accommodared.that were in diſpute betwixt the King, and 

him : although his 'Majeſty,' who very well. knew. whar little 

truſt was tobe repos'd in the Faith of this Prince (a' man that 

would never keep. his word when it was for this advantage to 

break it.) would by no means be per{waded to- withdraw his Ar- 

my out of his Dukedom, till firſt the Articles of the Treaty 

were perform'd. But :it neither ſuiting | with decency , nor che 

dignity of his Majeſtics Royal Perſon himſelf, ro attend the exe- 

cution of a thing already concluded, he return'd-into France, lea- 

vingthe command of his Army to the, (oyut de Syiſſons , offering 

at the ſame timethe command of Licutenant General co the Duke 

of Eſpernon who cxcus'd himſelf; having'caken up a xclolution 

never toſerve under leſs than the Perſongt :a King ; - as. hitherto * 

he had never done, nor ever after did in the whole courle of his 

life. He therefore went back with the King , whom he attended The Duke 

as far as Grenoble; "from whence when his Majeſty departed for. ?! */*7m" 


: b | J "*: leaves che 
Lyons to conſummate his Marriage , heatthe ſame time gaok his Courtto go 


leave to return again into his Governments of Xaintonge and A4ne. 2 Argon: 
. L n p » 
onmois. oy as 


T he Duke's journey into that Country-.gave him opportunity ©**"**- 
to pals over into Gaſcony to view: the Progrefs: of his Building Anno 
there, of which.he had laid the fqundation at (Cadillac inthe year * 600. 
1598. Eor the King, after he had concluded the Peace with, Spain, 
from that time forwards, not only, wholly bent his own thoughts 
to the Embelliſhmepr of his Kingdom; (in which his principal 
delign was firſt ro Build his Houſes , and ro:Beautific Paris with 
many great and noble Structures; for at this time the Buildings _ | 

| B:E - | the 
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1656. 
WY 


the Louvre, Fountain-bleau, and other Royal Palaces were begun, 
as al{othe deſigns of the Pont-neuf, the Place Royal , with other 

ud and ſtately Mdifices were continued) but would likewiſe 
that other men ſhould fall in love with the ſame humour; and 
whether it were that his Majeſty had a mind his greateſt Subje&s 
ſhould by his example employ themſelves in the ' deſigns, or 
that he intended (as ſome have ſuppos'd )inſfenfibly to drein their 
purſes by this chargeable employment ; fearing perhaps that coo 
great abundance of wealch might make them more apt tocnter- 
can choughts, and praRices, chat might diſcompole the calm of 
Pexce his Kingdom was now ſertled in : but fo it was, that for one 
or borh theſe reaſons, he engag'd the greateſt part of his Nobiliry, 
whord heknew to be monied men, in vaſt deſigns of this kind : 
athongſt whom his Majeſty conceivitng the Duke of Eſpernonto 
be one the tnoſt at his caſe, he was ſo importunate with him, as 
ro cauſe a plotfor Cadillac to bedefign'd in his own Preſence, or- 
det'd che charge of the whole to be caſt up, and made one of his 
own Archite&s to undertake for an hundred thouſand Crowns to 
begin, and perfeft the work ; upon which aſſurance the Duke (as 


| has been ſaid) inthe year 1598 began the foundation , concei- 


ving that ſuch a ſumme, as that, he might withour inconvenience 
ſpare co gratifie his Maſters humour , cheuph time afterwards 
oave him to underſtand how hard a thing it is to contain a 
maf\'s ſelf within a 'determinate charge, after he has once ſet his 
hand ro ſo e&tnpring'a work. as Building : this Pile, before ir 
was finiſh'd, having coſt him aboverwo millions of Livres. 'Tis 
veryttue, {atd' which feldom' happens t6 vndertakers of ſuch 
vaſt deſighs) that wich this infinite expenſe, he brought the grea- 
eeft, and moſt ſtattly pile of Building (the Royal Houles excepted) 


. In France, very near to perfection, the whole body of the Building 


A diſpute 


berwixt the 
the Doke - 
and the 1a. 
reſchal Fy 


Ornane. 


being perfected before his death, and nothing, ſave ſome few Or- 
natnents leftro finiſh; neither had heleft thoſero his Succefſors, 
had notthe diſgrace of being withdrawn from his Government, 
which till afli&ted him, diverted his thoughts from the ſole care 
of that deſign. 

The Duke (as has been ſaid) being come into Gaienne to take 
a view'of his Building, arriy'd at the City of Boxrdeaux in the 
beginningof Auguft ,* where he found rhe Mareſchal d' Ornano, 


but newly thereeftabliſh'd Lieutenarit for the King by the deceale 


of the Mareſchal de Matignon, who died of at! Apoplexy, and 
where their old Animo wes, though great , were nevertheleſs on 


| bothſ{ides ſo well difſembled, as not to hinder a murual Civiliry 


betwixrthem, no more thao thele civilities could hinder paſt jea- 
|  lJoukies 


O—n——— ets ern nn ne —_ _ — 


vence receiv. d from him ; the greateſt part of the diſgraces he had 
met with in that Country having been laid in his way by the op» 
pelition of [Fdigaieres, and him : all which pur together, it 
may caſily be imagin'd were likely to begert no very good blood 
berween them. To this the Mareſchal,a man of an imperious,and 
haughty temper, and who only under a forc'd ſmoothneſs con- 
ceal'd a natural arrogance, could with no patience endure a Supe- 
riour ; an humour.that made him with great anxiety look upon 
the Honours, which at the Duke's arrival at Burdeaux , he rc- 
ceiv'd from the Parliament, with the other Orders of the City, 
and which were alſo continued to him by the-Nobility at Cadillac, 
who from all parts came in to do him Honour : But if his impa- 
tience were great before, it was rais'd yp to the heighr, when he 
knew the Duke (who well cnform'd of his diflatisfaQtion, to 
make it yet more) had invited all the Nobilicy, and Gentry of the 
Country to Bordeaux to a publick running at the Ring ; a ſolem- 
nity that being there to be kept where he was in Supreme Com- 
mand , the Duke knew would much more nectle, and atflict 

him. | 
Ir is very true, that the Duke might have forborn this Bra- 
vado to a man, whom he knew to be ſo tender of his Honour, 
as.the Mareſchal d' Ornano was ; and perhaps it was not well done 
to offer that to another , he himſelt would: never have endur'd 
from any man living, in a place where he had commanded in 
Chicf: but having onceengag'd in the bufineſs, his great ſpirit 
(whatever might ſucceed) would by no means give him leave to 
deſiſt, eſpecially when he knew the Mareſchal was relolv'd by open 
force to oppoſe him. -- This was that, which made what was be- 
fore only a private diſcontent , to break out into open quarrel, 
which grew ſo high that the Mareſchal. addreſs d himſelf $0. the 
Parliament; ,where, inthe preſence of them all, he complain'd 
what a commotion the Duke went abqutto ſtir up amongſt-the 
prople, ro:the prejudice, as he pretended, of his Majcltics Ate 
airs ; acquainting them at the ſame time with. his reſolution to 
E e. 2 make 
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Anno make his Garriſon ſtand to their Arms, to play his Cannon, and 
1600. in fine to do. what in him lay, with all the y_ and authority 
LY he had to break that appointment, and to drive the Duke from 


the City. This declaration from a man of his furious ſpirit, as it 
very much troubled the whole Aſſembly, ſo it gave the firſt Pre- 
ſident D' ffis (one of the grezteſt men thar Socicty ever had ſince 
its firſt inſtirution, and a particular friend of the Duke's, having 
by him in his times of favour been rais'd co that dignity) occaſi- 
on to make uſe of his Eloquence in the beft Arguments he could 
contriveto diſſwade the Mareſchat from that determination ; bur 
all in vain, he had already given out his orders, and ſ\ummon'd the 
' Gentry to comeinto his aſſiſtance, though not a man, ſave only 
one calld Ruat, would appear : athing, which chough perfely 
true, appears almoſt incredible, that a Governour of fo great Au- 
thority and Repute ſhould be able toprocure no more than one 
ſingle man , to ſerve him againſt the Duke of Eſpernon in his 
own Government. Neither were the people better diſpos'd, than 
the Nobility and Gentry, to take Arms againſt the Duke all men 
on the contrary, of any note, both within, and without rhe City, 
ſo manifeſtly appearing for him, tharthe Governout was forc'd 
to arm his Garriſon of: (orfſes, and to callhis Company of Gens- 
4 &rmes out of their Country Quarters into- the Town , which 
were yet apparently too weak to execute the Marefchal's deſign. 
Andthis was in efc& the main cauſe that hindred things from 
proceeding into a greater diſorder, the Duke , ſatisfied with rhe 
advantage every one plainly ſaw he had over his Enemy, being 
the more cafily enclin'd tothe Parliaments ſolicitations, who had 
ſent their ſecond Preſident Neſmond to him , -to entreat he would 
not pexr{iſt in his firſt reſolution: at whole inſtance, and being 
loath to diſturbthe Peace of his Country , as alſo to expoſe the 
great number of Gentlemen of Qualicy , who were about him 
againſt a Garriſon in his own particular quarrel, and having a 
reater inclination to decide it in his own perſon (when it might 
be done with leſs noiſe and tumulc) with the Mareſchal man to 
man; - he was content to lerthings reſt , cill a fitter opportunity, 
and quictly departed the City to hisown houſe. | 
In this Journey to (adillac he was accompanied with Preſident 
Nefmoud, a Gentleman of great merit, and his particular friend 
(for whom after the death of Preſident D Affis he obtained the 
Dignity of firft Preſident during the Regency of the Queen Mo- 
ther)-with many other Principal Members of that ' Parliament 
and City; whither he was no ſooner come, but tharthe Gentry 
of the Higher Gaſcony, at the report of chis Quarrel-, flock's to 


him 


- 
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him in ſo great a number , that ſcarce any occaſion eould have Ame 
hapned, wherein his intereſt in that Country could have been 1666. 
more-manifeſtly ſeen. And here the Duke, environ'd with ſo ma- CI 
ny of his Friends, 'pals'd bis time in chatjollity and mirth, and 
appear d ſolittle concern'd at any thing that had paſs'd berwixethe 
Mareſchal d Ornano and him, as made every one certainly believe 
all had been abſolutely forgot: where,after having ſpent ſome days, 
and his company __ retir'd to their 'own houſes, he himſelf 
alſo departed to go vilit his paternal eſtate, and from thence to 
Tholouſe. From hence it was , that whilſt every one thought him 
more intent upon his recreations, than mindful of his quarrel, he 
diſpatch'd away a Page of his call'd Talangts, wha continued long 
after in his Service, tothe Mareſchal d Ornano with a Challenge, 
which I will here preſent my Reader word for word ,-as' I eran- 

1crib'd it from the original draught under the Duke's ownthand-. 
wherein, though there be no ſtudied tile, there is nevertheleſs | 1 
ſomething of a natural, and eafie bluntneſs,that methinks ſounds 
better, than if it had been couch'd with greater care and arr: che 
words are theſe, | | | 


© Sp, I make no doubt, but that, when thi toy took you to commit 
if the aftion, and to make the buitle you did againſi me at Bordeaux, 
* the laſt of Auguſt, you did then believe, knowing me for ſuch, as 
© themen of Honour of this Kingdom- know me to be , that that ( arri- 
* age of yours muſt needs give me a juſt deſire to talk with you, as indeed 
© 1 paſſionately do, aud that after the manner commonly prafiis'd by 
* men of honour of my ProfeſSion ; -which is the reaſon I have ſent ths 
« Page 0n purpoſe to let you know, that 1 am. going to Court , where I 
& ſhall wait four montbs in expeHlatibn,either by return of this Bearer or 
© by what other honourable way you ſhall think' fit, of an aſſignment from 
« you, of aday, and place where 1 may have the happineſs ty embrace you 
&« in your Shirt, with the Arms of -a Cavalier,-which are d Sword and 
cc Poignard * that I may there let. you fee it 5 not in the power of 4 Corſe 
© to affront a Gentlemen of France, Þho remains yours to ſerye you as 
© much as by the courtefie you 'bave fſhew'd ts him be lands eblig'd. 


"3 (IO: {27 


From Tholouſe the 7th, | Signd/ 9 
of September. © - +1512) -JiLewis dela Valette: | 
And in a Poſtſcript, ' + | 


& I do aſſure 50k pm my Faith, that no one living kndids 4 ſyllable of 
©© Þhat I have written to you, not the Page himfelf , and T dv believe you 
—* to be ſo much a man of Honour, as to carry it with the ſame ſecreſie- 
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The Page arriv'd ina diſguiſe at Bordeaux , where he found 
opportunity to deliver his Letter, and, without being diſcover'd 
by any, return'd ro ſeek out his Maſter at Paris : bur che Mare/- 
chals ation had made ſuch a noiſe , chat (what ſecreſie ſoever 
could be.us'd) it was hardly .ppſſible , bur ic muft come to the 
King's knowledge ; and accordingly at the Duke's arrival at 
Court, . his Majeſty queſtion'd him abour ir, when, alchough the 
Duke made a ſhew of being wholly unconcern'd, yer his Maje- 
Ry baying had intelligence, by other hands, than either by che 
Duke;..oz any of his people of the Challenge that had pals'd, po- 
ſirively commanded him to engage his word that things ſhould 


proceed no. further; promiſing him withal, that he ſhould have 


all ſatisfaGion he could bimſelt in Honour defire : a thing the 
Duke: in obedience to his Maſters abſolute pleaſure could by no 
means .refaſe ; though, by ſome Libels that came our after inthe 
Mareſchalsname, 'he was infinitely exaſperated, and defird no- 


| thing moxe,' than to; come to the deciſion of Arms. 


Anno 


1601. 


The King 


reconciles 


. the Duke 


and the Ma- 
reſchal. 


-The Mareſchal was ſoon after ſuramon'd to Court, where be- 
ing arriv'd, and his Majeſty having keard both parties concerning 
the occaſion of their Quarrel, order'd for the Duke this ſatisfaRti- 
on ; which Writing 1 found ,in the ſame bundle with the 


\ That which WAS ſaid by the. .Mareſchal & Ornano in the preſence 
of: the King, tothe. Duke of Eſpernon. 
..* Toexplain myſelf, and to ſatisfie you concerning what late- 


: 


ly pals'd at Bordeaux, Iſhall in the firſt place aſſure you, thar [ 


* ncyer.knew,..or eſteem'd you for other, than his Majeſties moſt 


* faichful Subje&, and Servant; - that ſuch I ever have, and ever 
i© ſhall declare you ro;be, It- is. yery true that a jealouſic, ſome 
* flyingrumours, 'which.1 coocafily believ'd, poſleſs'd me with- 


&* all, made me do.things, which having found. thoſe reports al- 


| © cogetherfalle, L have fince been. yery much afflited ar, 1 never 


having any intention to offend you; and I could wilh I had gi- 


© yen a great deal I had yeyex done them: Ido therefore entreac 
«you tozexcule me, and to believe me to be your Friend, and 
* onethat hasa defire to do you Service. As for the Manifefto, [I 


_ "am (ſo far from approving any ſuch thing, that.I never ſo much 


ce as ſay it, never. caus'd it to be writ - and ever have, and do now 


*diſown che man chiardidic, 


(3441 Rr), 
. 


This 
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This was that which was ſaid in the preſeace of the King by 
the Duke of Efpernon to the Mareſchal d' Ornano. 
Sir 
« Since the King is pleas'd tothink what you have ſaid to be a 
© ſufficient fatisfaCtion ,. that you entreat me to forget whar is 
< paſt, and defire my friendſhip, | reſt ſatisfied, and ſhall be, as 


*[ have been heretofore your friend to ſerve you. Ar St. Germans 


en Laye che 25. of March, 1601. | 
Sign'd Henry, and below Potier, 


It was not without many difficulties] that matters were thug 
compos'd berwixt them, the Duke defiring ſomerhing more for 
his ſatisfaQtion, andthe Mareſchal on his part ill digeſting the 
diſtin&tionthe King had made berwixt to ſerve you, and to do 
Jou ſervice : but that-which couch'd him moſt to the quick was, 
that his Majeſty by one of che conditions of Accommodation, 
gave the Duke, libery when cver he thought fit, to call cogether 
che ſame Aﬀembly in Bordeaux, which had begot the former diſ- 
pute, commanding the Mareſchal not to oppoſe it: A Licence 
without which the Duke concciv'd his affront could-not be wip'd 
off. And accordingly he ſome time after return'd to Bordeaux, 
ro have made uſcof his Priviledge, though ir' was then alſo in- 


Anno 


1660. 
WWNg 


rerrupted by an accident, of which .in its due place we ſhall give - 


a further accomprt. 


This ſatisfaction the King order'd for the Duke , though very 


ſufficient of it ſelf, was not however the only teſtimony his Maje- 
ſty gave him of his Royal Bounty and Juſtice in this occaſion , 
forthe offence having been publick, his Majeſty choughst fic that 
beſide the ſarisfa&tion. had been given in private , the Mareſchal 
ſhould morcover pay the Duke ſome publick civilitics, to evidence 
an abſolute diſowning of the AQ: it was therefore order'd, that 
the Duke going to Loches, as it was determined he ſhould do, ([ 
believe for that purpoſe ) che Mareſchal, -who at the ſame time was 
upon his Journey into his Government, ſhould give him a viſt by 
the way, as hedid'; by whom the King writ a very obliging 
Letter to the Duke, wherein he commanded him to entertzin-che 
Mareſchal as His Friend ; a command that was alſo on the Duke's 
part ſo pun&tually obey'd, that the viſit was ny over with great 
civility on both fides : whercin the-juſticcot this generous, and 
excellent Prince was eminently manifeſt, who would uſe aman 
at this obliging rate, chat had no ſhare in his Royal Favour 
| Notlong aftcr this Accommodation, the 11th. of September che 

ſame year, the Court was wholly poſlels'd with the joy —_— 

reach- 
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Anno 
1601. 


The birch 
of che Dol- 
phi, after- 
wards Lear 
che XI11. 


Frenchmen were full of, for the Birth of the young Dolphin, whom 
we have ſince ſeen live a long anda glorious Reign , under the 
name of Lewis the XIII, of allother, a blefling of the greateſt 
importance that could -at that time poſſibly have hapned to the 
King, and Kingdom: in him all pretenſe-of paſt diſturbances 
beingdetermined, as the publick Peace ſeem'd to be for ever {e- 
cur'd. There was now no mutinous Subject, nor no ambirious 


' Neighbour, who ſecing themſelves fall'n from their unjuſt, and 


imaginary pretenſions to the Crown, did not covet the favour, 
and friend{hip of a Prince ſo apparently favour'd by the care of 
Heaven : /but if on that ſide the Duke with other vertuous Sub- 
jets of his condition, was ina high raptureof- joy, there hap- 
ned to him ſoon-after great occaſions of affliction , that involy'd 


 himin no few, nor no little inconveniencies, which befel him by 


the diſcoyety of the Conſpiracy of the .Hareſchal Biron , thar 
cameto light in the. beginning of the enſuing year., wherein we 
ſhall notwithſtanding ſee, that although this buſineſs begat him 
trouble, and diſgrace in the beginning, yet it brought. him ho- 
nour and ſatisfaction inthe end : having given him opportunity 


at Once to expreſs his conſtant affeftion to his friend ,; and his in- 


Anno 

1 602, 
The Confpi- 
racy of 17..- 
reſchal Bi-. 
ron, andthe 
Duke's car- 
riaeC in that 
buknels. 


violate Fidelity tothe King his Maſter, 

| I have already made mention of the great friendſhip that was 
contracted betwixc the Duke, and the Hareſchal Birony.one of 
the moſt conſtant, and ſincere I have known, their intereſts ever 
being ofie, and the ſame, and their affeRions fo united in all 
things, that nothing was a ſecret betwixt them, if not- in what 
concern'dthe intereſt of the King and Kingdom : bur as'to con- 
cerns of that nature, what confidence foever the Mareſchal had in 
the Duke's friendſhip it is certain , he hadever ſo great a-reſpect 
to-his fidelity, and did believe him ſo impoſſible ro bedebauch'd 
from his duty , that he never communicated to him: the leaſt 
ſyllable of any thought he had-conceiv'd to the prejudice of the 
one,--orthe other : though it is to be wiſh'd, for the preſervation 
of ſobrave a man he had doneir, becauſe then the Dyke would 
doubtleſs have perſwaded him into better reſolutions. The. King, 
who.was very well acquainted with all bis deſigns, would himſelf 
ſometimes talk to him in terms caſte enough to be underſtood,on 
purpoſe to-make him come to himſelf, to ſee his error, and tore- 
concile himſelf ſincerely to a Prince , who proceeded' with that 
tenderneſs towards him, and; who was pleas'd: in his'behalf ro 
moderate the abſolute Authority , the knowledge of his Crime, 
and his own Royal Power gave him over his Lite, and Fortune , 
but that would nor reclaim him : That way then failing, and his 
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Majeſties obliging lznguage to him wanting force to make that 


impreſſion upon his obſtinare ſpirit, he could have defir'd , his. 


Majeſty try'd yet further to overcome him by teſtimonies of con- 
fidencein his Loyalty, and to divert him from criminal thoughts 
by conferring upon him his employmengs of Truſt, and Honour, 
amonglt which thatof Ambaſlador into England was one. 

T he King being in Picardy, receiv d a Complement from Eli- 
- Fabeth Queen of England,wherein ſhe earneſtly ſolicited the King 
for an enterview berwixt them, at any place he himſelf would ap- 
point;a requeſt that his Majeſty not thinking it convenient to gra- 
tifie her in,he diſpatch'd away to her the Mareſchal Biron Jas it were 
his ſecond ſelf, ro make his excuſe, and ro Treat with her with all 
freedom of their moſt private Aﬀairs. An employment wherein 
Biron receiv'd extraordinary Honours, as alſo leyeral cautions 
from this prudent Prince(s, enough to. have diverted him from 
his evildefigns, had nor his deſtiny already blinded.-his judgment, 
and rendred him incapable of counſel. Sheoftenlaid before him 


the recent, and ſad example of the late Earl of Eſſex , ſhe repre- 


ſented unto him what a Subje& ought ro apprehend even from 
the greatneſs of hjs own Service, and Merit, if his Ambition was 
not moderated by prudence,and whether it were that ſhe had had 


ſome inckling (as many have beliey'd ) of Biron's deſigns, or that: 


ſhe only intended by ſuch diſcourſes to juſtifie the execution of that 
unfortunate Earl, ſhe laid before him a perfect image of his own 
unhappy deſtiny ; though all was loſt co a man obſtinately bent 
to his own ruine. | 

This Queen alſo having heard of the tri friendſhip betwixt 
the Mareſchal, and the Duke of Eſpernon, defir'd him art parting to 
cell the Duke from her , that if , of his three Sons ( which ſhe 
own'd for her Kinſmen, and Princes of her Kingdom) he would 


ſend her one, ſhe ſhould gladly receive /him upon his accompt ; 


and that the world might (ce the eſteemſhe had of the Fathers Me- 
_ rit, would not deprive his Poſterity of that place in her Kingdom, 
which was due to the Houſe of Candale; wherein ſhe had only 
one condition to make, which was, that the Duke ſhould give 
way, thata Son of his ſo ſent, ſhould be bred up-in her Religion ; 
the only one ſhe could by any means ſuffer in her. Kingdom : A 
Complement thatthe Dukechinking himſelf oblig'd rorake no- 
tice of, he preſented her Majeſty with his moſt humble thanks for 
the Honour ſhe was pleas dto do him, and his Family in ſo gra- 
cious an offer ; but that he ſhould ever prefer any Fortune or Con- 
dition his Children could attain unto in: France, making profeſſion 
| of the Catholick Religion, betore any adyantages could derive to 


them in a belief contrary to his own. Ff The 
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The Mareſchal, at his return from England puft'd up more than 
ever with the vanity of his Ambition, and big with the Idea 
of thoſe imaginary Principalities, the Spaniard, and the Duke of 
Savoy had baited their praRices withal to catch him, could now 
no longer contain himſelf within the ſimple meditation of his 
Treaſon, bur began to deal with ſome perſons of Quality in the 
Kingdom, and endeavour'd to raiſe a commotion in Perigort, 
wherethe beſt part of his Eſtace, his Relations, and chiefeſt 
Friendſhips lay : amongſt whom the Duke ge Bojiillon is ſaid to 
be invited into his party to introduce thoſe of the Reformed Re- 
ligion into that Country : . Intelligence whereof being broughe 
to the King, his Majeſty concern'd at the importance ofthe thing, 
and juſtly provok'd at the Mareſchals ingratitude , immediately 
took the Field, with a reſolution to ſtifle theſe dilorders in their 
birth ; when conſidering with himſelf, thatif he ſhould fail of 
ſecuring the Head of the FaQtion, whatever he could do beſides, 
would {ignific nothing to the remedy of the diſeaſe , and that 
whilſt he ſhould be upon his March , his own prompeirude and 
vigilancy would bur ſerve to alarm Subjects already made jealous 
by the conſcience of their own Crimes ; he broke off his inten- 
ded expedition, and return'd back again to Fountain-bleau , from 
whence he had before departed : and where þeing ſettled, 
he wholly bent his thoughts how to get the Mareſchal into his 
powcr; who being in Burgundy (the neighbourhood of that Pro- 
vince to Savoy favouring his deligns) did at great eaſe maintain 
his Correſpondence with the Confederate, Princes. Neither was 
this a thingto be effeed without great condut, that a perſon of 
his merit and reputation might not be driven to the laſt extremi- 
ties of deſpair. His Majeſty therefore , that he: might efle& his 
deſign without noiſe, ſpake uponall occaſions in publick , very 
much to the Mareſchals adyantage; nor was that all, hegave him 
moreover a very honourable, and a very important Commiſſion, 
to go renew an Alliance with the Swifſe : an Afﬀair whercin, 
though many difhculties aroſe, yet the King who would | by no 
means have Biron baffled in his Negotiation, by ſending a million 
of Livers aleng with him , puthim into'a condition of makin 
all things ſucceed according to his Majefties own deſire. This was 
thelaſt Service this Mareſchal perform'd for the Crown, wherein 
he acquitted himſelf very much to-his Honour, *and wherein the 
reputation of his Valour'prevail'd much upon that warlike ' Peo- 
ple ; it has been ſaid his dexterity did' no leſs. And here I ſhalt 
inſert by the way, ' that thoſe who have belicy'd the Mareſchal to 
have no more in his condue, than the meer brutality of a rough 


humourous 
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humourous Souldier,were notat all acquainted with him: he was Anno 
read toa ſufficient knowledge of Latin, and Greek Letters, and 1602. 
whenever he would make ule of his Judgment and Eloqueace, NN 
whether in Negotiations, or Councils, in, War or Aﬀairs of State, 
he ever expreſs'd himſelf to be a man. of 'no common qualities. 
His Majeſty had chought by thele teſtimonies of his cruſt , che 
Mareſchal would have been allur'd co Court , to. have given an ac» 
compt of the good ſucce(s,of his Negotiation; where he hop'd, 
withour further trouble, he might. cafily ſecure his Perſon ; . but 
with what gentle language ſoever. the King could flatter his va- 
nity, it was impoſſible to "—_ him jnto that Journey, ſoma- 
ny Accuſers, and Witneſſes of his Guile he found: in his own 
Conſcience againſt him. His Majeſty therefore not being able 
to bring about his deſign by this way, and unwilling to live any 
longer in the apprehenſions he had been pur into by the Mareſchal's 
practice, reſoly'd at laſt by a manifeſt diſobedicnce to extra@&from 
him a confeſſion of his fault, which Chould either give him a xca- 
ſonable colour to proceed. againſt the Mareſchal as a Criminal, and 
aRebel, or otherwiſe oblige him to.come, and. deliver himſelf 
into his hands. Hethercfore firft difpatch'd away to him the Sieur 
d' Bſcures, Quartermaſter-General of his Armies ; a man. very 
acceptable to the | Mareſchal, and in great credit with him, for ha- 
ving long ſerv'd under his Command ,| and immediately after 
Preſident Fanin,who allo by his wiſdom, and experience had won 
ſo great an eſteem with the foreſaid Mareſchal , that he would ſel- 
dom undertake any buſineſs of any great moment withour firſt 
conſulting this politick Miniſter. NT. = 
Theſe two were ſent with expreſs Ordersto repreſent to Biren 
art of the ill Offices had been done him/to the King ; ro which 
they added, ** That all the endeayour of his beſt Friends could 
© notſo juſtific his aCtions to the King, that his Majeſty had:not 
*< his fidelity inſuſpicion, until he ſhould receive his jullification 
« from his own, mourh.: that. ſince only himſelf could, defend 
« himſelf. from Calumay , there was nothing to be deliberated 
« of inthecaſe, andthat he muſt ſuddenly reſolve , eicherto give 
* an accompt of his a&tions to the. King, or- declare himſclt his 
*© Majcſtics open Enemy, ,. maintain an impudent War againſt his 
* Prince, and havyehimſelt and his Poſtericy branded with, the. 
« durtieft and moſt hateful of all Crimes, to wit, a Traytorio his 
© Benefactor, King , avd Country , that be had to dg, with a 
* Prince, whoſe Clemency was .ſo_well known to none; as to 
* himſelf, who had his great Services freſh in his memory, who 
© expected..no leſs from bis: Courage and Fidelity tor che 
F 
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« time to come, and whoſe intereſt it was as much to preſerve 
« him (knowing, as his Majeſty very well did, the utility of his 
« Service) as it was toprelerve himſelf , whole authority was to 
* be maintain'd, and eftabliſh'd by men of his ConduR and Va- 
lour. Remodſtrances from men he lov'd, and eſteem'd , 
which Biron was ſo encourag'd , and bdlieving that Lafin had 
ſaid nothing againft him (as he had often, and falſly aſſur'd 
him) that he refolv'd upon going to Court, in order whercunts 
he preſently ſer forth , raking the Road of Paris in the Company 
of Prelident Fanin only, d' Eſcures having been fent away before 
ro carry news of hiscoming. we 

The tric, and inviolate Friendſhiprhat all the world knew to 
be berwixt the Duke, and the Mereſcha! , foon rendred the firſt 
ſaſpeed of having a hand inthe other's deſigns; neither was the 
Duke ignorant that his Enemies labour'd with all the Artifice 
they had,to involve him in his Friends Treafon , bur how perfect 
ſoever he wasin their malicions practice, and how clearly foever 
he forefaw the dangerous conſequences were likely to attend a bu- 
ſineſs of this nature, he was'rcſoliite neverrhelels, with a genero- 
ſity bardly to be paralkl'd info critical an occaften, to beno ways 
wantitigto his friend : wheteforc having notice that the MMare/- 
cd! was drawing near to Paris, and thata caution, which would 
now come too late to divert hit from coming to the King (a 
thing he would by no meats have advis'd him from) mighr per- 
haps awake his judgment, and make him appeal to his Majeſties 
mercy, he ſenr the Sieur du Pleſfis Bauſſonniere,a man in whom he 
had an abſolute confidence, to meer him upon the way. * 

This Gentleman had pur himſelf into the Duke's dependence 
in his younger years, and having left his Studies, wherein he had 
made a conſiderable progreſs , had follow'd , and ſery'd him\ in 
Provence, commanding the Regiment of Pernes his Brother jn- 
law, allthe while the Duke was there in aRion ; after which, du- 
ring the whole time of the Duke's life, which'was very long, he 
was by him continually employ'd in his greateſt, and moſt impor- 
tant Aﬀfairs;in which he ever gave fo good an accompt of his Con- 
du&, and Fidelity, that there was ſcarce arty Gentleman of his 
time in a higher reputation for Valour, Pradence , and Inte- 
grity ; inſomuch that I have often heard the Duke ſay, if he were 
to corrupt le Pleſis, he ſhould beto feek on'which fide to afſaulc 
him, hisſonl was ſo bravely fortified chroughour. This lePleſsis, 
according to his Maſters order, puts himfelf upon his way to go 
meet the Maveſebal : bur as his Errand conld not bur be dange- 
rous both forthe Maſter, and the Seryant,, the one, andthe other 

ſufficiently 


Bc 00K V, the Dake of Eſpernon, 


———— ______C — ſc — 


.——_— -— 


221 


ſaffciendy knowitg the violent ſuſpicion the King had of the Ma- 


rellche ſtory , and do very well remember every circumſtance, 
which pur akogerher will make this appear an affair of the grea» 
reſt difficulty, and the beſt carried on, chat perhaps you ſhall meer 


with in the Duke's whole Hiſtory ; and wherein the generous = 


rit of an innocent Servant, and the Clemency and Juſtice of a 
good Maſter, will as evidently appear. Le Pleſſis, perceiving the 
Mareſchal's Equipage coming art a pretty diſtance , lighted at a 
Barn a little wideof the High-way, where, having with. him one 
of che Duke's Footmen without a Livery , he commanded him 
ro call the firſt of the Mareſchal's that appear'd upon the Road ; 
which he having done, and le Plſſis being not unknown to the 
fellow, he ſcent him totell his Mafter in his ear, that le Plefiis ftaid 
to ſpeak with him a word or twoin priyate. - The Footman ac- 


cordingly deliver'd his Meflage, whereupon Biron ftragling from 


his company upon ome pretenſeor other,cameto the x A where 
le Pleſsis ſtood to expect him , and where withour being obſerv'd 
by any, he had all liberty to diſcourſe ar' leiſure, Le Fleffis had 
in charge to tell him , © That the Journey he was now upon 
* cothe King requir'd his moſt ſerious deliberation , and that he 
© was now in good earneſt to refle&t upon his own' condition : 
** Thar if he came with a confidence , ſome poſſibly might have 
** poſleſs'd him withal, that Lafin had not ſpoken to the King, 
*© he was abus'd : Thatthe Duke of Eſpernon did not know what 
* had pals'd betwixt Lafin and him ; neither did he defirero in- 
*form himſelf: bur that he might be affur'd, thar whatever he 
* had done, or negotiated with him, or by him , was every tit- 
© tle diſcover'd to the King ; acquainting/ him with the ſeveral 
« times and places, and how oft Lafin had been in private Confe- 
< rence with him: That he washerein to be advis'd by his own 
« Coalcience, and to rely upon his Majeſtics Grace, and Bounty, 
© if he.conceiv'd there was any thing that might juſthybe con- 
<« demn'd in his former ARtions ; there being much berter to be 


<* hopdfor, from his Majefties Clemency, and tioble nature, than = 


© fromthe ſecrefie of what had pals'd berwixt Lafin+ arid him. 
This obliging andprudent advice, ' which oughtto have beenre- 
ceiv'd'by rhe areſchalwith ſo much the grearer tenderneſs, by 
how much it was preferr'd wicththe infinite hazard of him thar 
ſencic., did onthe contrary put him'into fo great arage , that 1 
havchcard le Pleſfisfay, he never in his life ſaw any chingin ſp ex- 
travagant a fury, Biron ask'd him firftof all, * If che _ of 

pernon 


Anno 


reſchal's proceeding; ſo did he endeavour with all imaginable cau» 16632. 
tion, if poſſible, to entertain him alone, I have often heard him V0 
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« Bfperon eſteem'd him for other, than an honeſt man 2 To 
whom du Pleſfis having reply'd', © That had he had any other 


WY © opinion of him, he would not have perliſted in his Friend- 


« ſhip ſo long ; he proceeded to rell him, * That he was come to 
& oiye thelye, andto be the deathot allthoſe, who durſt blemiſh 
his Actions : Thathe was the ſame the Duke of Eſpernon and he 


" © Pleſſis himſelf had ever known himto be : That for what con- 


© cern'd him, Monſieur d'.Eſpernon might ſet his heartat reſt. And 
then clapping his hand upon his Sword, after a hundred wild po- 
ſures, he further told du Þleſſis, © Thatif any onedurſt make an 
* attempt upon his Perſon, he would make more arms and heads 
« flie, than would ſtand before him : So that inſtead of making 
uſe W. his Friend'scaution , and good advice, he continued his 
way.in- his firſt obſtinacy,. and the ſame night arriv'd at Fountain- 
eau. + | | " | 
Athis arrival the King ſpoke to him of the buſineſs himſelf, 
gently admoniſhing him withal co make an ingenuous confeſſion 
of his fault : a thing he was ſo far from being /perlwaded. to do, 
thathe ſeem'd diſcontented and angry at the motion. _ 

Soon after he went to Paris, and din'd at the Floftel d' Eſpernon, 
when the King returning the ſame day from. Fountain-bleay., the 
Duke-and he went together inthe afternoon,to the Louvre, to at- 
tend bis Majeſty; who having nptice of their,coming, went to 
the Window, through the glaſs to obſerve their carriage, and 


; countenance ; whicha friend of the Duke's, who was then with 


the King, gave the Duketimely caution of, to the end he: might 
comport himſelf fo, as that his Majeſty might;not by. any beha- 
viour of his be fortified in thoſe evil impreſſions, with which 
he had, before by his Enemies been. prepoſicls'd : though the 
Duke carried himſelf quite contrary to his advice; and being 


moreand more confirm'd,, in the. teſtimony of a good. Conlſci- 


ence, and full of. a juſt and generous indignation to ſee his Fide- 
litry lufpe&ed , walk'd with his fage. cre, and'his eyes fix'd. upon 
the Window where he knew the: King ſtood: A carriage the 


King vety.well obſerv'd, as he made others about him to do allo. 


They. were no ſooner come both of chem. into- his. Majeſtics 


Chamber, who as yet had expreſs'd no, publick difſatisfaRtion 


with Biron,(as being ſtill in hope to regain him, and to! have an 
occaſtonto pardon him by the confeſſion of his fault) burthar he 
preſently made aMatchat Tennis , wherein the King and.che 
Sag de Soiſſons were to play againſt the Duke of Eſpernon,, and 
e Mareſchal : and upon this occalion it was, that the Hiſtorians 
of that cime make the Duke ſay, as a picce of wit , ſpeaking to 
| the 
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' the Mareſchal, That be played well, but that he made his matches ill; as 
if by thoſe words, 'which may admit of a double interpretation, 
he would obliquely condemn Buron's deſigns, which never came 
into his thought; it being his cuſtom when ever he talk'd wich 
the Mareſchal about that buſineſs, notco doitin ſuch ambiguous 
terms; nor ſo out of ſeaſon, but ſeriouſly and plainly , wy; in a 
ſecreſie, the ſafeſt for him he would adviſe. He ſeveral times re- 
preſented to him the 1]] Offices he had receiv'd , he confirm'd to 
| him the ſamething he had ſent him word of before concerning 
Lafin, conjuring him not to rely upon his Faith , which would 
certainly deceive him : But thele ſecond admonitions were ias 
fruitleſs as the firſt; and the King ſeeing that he could neither by 
himſelf , nor by the: Count de Soifſous , the Mareſchals intimate 
Friend, who had deak with him by his Majeſties abſolute com- 
mand, and in this name, reclaim this obſtinate ſpirit , nor make 


him reconcile himſelf to his duty, by acknowledging his offence = 


he gave him over at laſt tothe rigor of Law , and Juſtice , who 
puniſh'd his Crime, by the forfeicure of his Head 


Whilſt they were drawing up the Mareſchal's Charge , his Ma- 


jeſty well cnform'd of le Pleſſis Envoy (it being a thing hard to 


be kept ſecret, in an Aﬀair whereall things were {o narrowly ob- 


ſerv'd) referr'd the intelligence ro the deliberation of his Coun- 
cil, The Cabinet Counctl at that time conſiſted of the Count de 
Soiſſons, de Sillery Keeper of the Seal, Sully ſuperintendent of the 
Exchequer, Prefident Janin , Bellicure , and Yilleroy : In which 
. Aﬀembly divers conjectures beiig ſer on foot , to fortifie the jea- 
loufies his Majeſty had been perſwaded into againſt the Duke, ic 
was by the major part voted neceſſary to ſecure his perſon , or ar 
leaſt ro make ſure of le Pleſfis, and to put him to the wrack, that 
from a confeſſion extorted from him Cxficient evidence might be 
drawn to convince his Mafter A reſultfo approv'd by all , that 
the King was himſelf almoſt the only man that oppos'd thoſe two 
propoſitions. © He told them that as for the Duke, a man of his 
* quality was never to be arreſted, unleſs to be condemn'd , that 
« as yetthere was nothing burſuſpicion, and conje&tares againſt 
*him,; which ſhould they prove idle, and vain, he was never af- 
* ter to repoſeany truſt in'a'man,ſo undeſervedly and {o unjuſtly 
© offended : Thar for le Pleſſis' he was no more to be meddled 

_ © wwithal than the other , without givitig a manifeſt diftafteto his 
« Maſter : Thatif one of them were'to be ſecur'd'; he ſhould 
_ rather begin with the Mafter , than the 'Servant , becauſe the 
* confinement of the laſt would be an'equal injury to the other; 
© bur that the effe& would by no- means be the ſame, being - 
Duke, 
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| Aind a Duke, if he knew himſelf. guilty, would by the ſeizing of le 
1602. © Pleſſis be forwarn'd to make his eſcape : That he was therefore 
LY © of opinion to expect if in the Tryal of Mareſchal Biron, nothing 


© would come to light that might juſtly bring the Duke in que- 
«tion, which if there did, and that he ſhould be found a Com- 
« plice, there was no place he could fly to ſo remote , where his 
© arm would not be long enough to reach him. 
If the King hadintelligence of le Pleſfis's Envoy to the Mareſ- 
chal Biron, the Duke was no leſs faithfully inform'd of what had 
als'd in the Cabinet Council concerning him.; by which he an- 
_ derſtood that le Pleſſis Journey was not (o great a ſecret, as it had 
been convenienc for both their ſafeties it had been , which made 
him conſul with le Pleſſis what was beſt to be done in ſo dange- 
rous an occaſion. The Duke was not ſecure, the King would 
. continue ſoconftant in his fayour, that his Majeſty might nor at 
another Council be over-rul'd into other reſolutions, and perſwa- 
ded at laſt co put le Þleſſis to the queſtion; a doubt that made him 
think ir expedient he ſhould retire; that he being gone , no- evi- 
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his Majeſties opinion for a premeditated ching. The Duke ap- Anno 
proving of-this advice, .pur it as ſpeedily into execution 3 and 162, 


X we, , , þ 
che King intending to: hunt in the afternoon , he mounted. on © Ow 


horſeback, /as he us'd todo, roatrend him ; where having fol- 
low'd and obſerv'd his Majeſties motion with an extraordinary: 
diligence, that he might find an opportunity. for his purpoſe, 
they light by chance jnto a lolitary place, into which his, Majeſty 
being inſenlibly ftragled trom the groſs of his Train , there were 
very tew ef about him. And here it was that the King -turning 
rowardsthe Duke/, fell upon the Diſcourſe of. Mareſcbal Biron, 
| Who was nowin the heart of his Tryal, complaining how /jll he 
bad us'd him, and how.ungratctul a man he' was : Tewhich the 
Duke reply'd,. ** Thatas a Relation, and a Friend tothe HMareſ- 
E© chal, he could not without great affliction{ceſo evident tefti- 
© monies of his guilc, that he bad þecn ar; firſt very unwilling to 
< believe be could be guilty of ſofoul a Crime : but that now it 
« did ſo manifeſtly appear , he could not think-any puniſhmenc 
< enough ta chaſti(c ſo foul an Offence : To! whom the Kingha- 
ving return'd,.* What, it ſeems then you- know nothing of the 
<© bufineſs ? The Duke made anſwer, * Sir, | knew ſo litleof ic, 
© that at his coming, to this Town, I ſent le Pleſfis ro meet him, 
*andto welcome him- to Court, which I ſhould never have 
* done; had I thought him guilty, At which-words,which couch'd 
the King co the quick, his Majeſty fer ſpurs to his Horſe, with an 
extravagance not very natural to ſim , but whichthat unexpected 
anſwer had put. him into : when having taken a Career , and 
rurning again to the Duke, with a countenance that ſufficiencly 
exprels'd that he was angry at adiſcovery he had no mind ſhould 
'have comefrom the Duke's own mouth. © Ir ſeems then , ſaid 
* he, youſent to .MAare/chal Biron, without my knowledge. To 
. whom:the Duke reply'd again, -* Thar: he did not conceive it 
* necefiary to ask his Majeſtie's leave to ſend a mcer Complement 
© to his Friend : Thar ſeeing him. come without a Guard, or.any 
*© apparcat/marks of diſgrace, and his Majeſty creating hira-with 
* he; ſame, favout he-us'd to-do,., he hadots his: part us'd him at 
"* the ſame. rate he had ever done: Thar it had: becn ai cuſtom 
© long obſerv'd betwixt them, that which. of them ſocver. had 
** been; any timeabſent from Count, was at his terurn by  lome 
*« Seryant of truſt;enform'd by the other of all the lictle paſlages 
<* had hapncd during his abſence-#. That it was true, he: had in” 
*rhis occaſion cominyed thiscuſtom : That he humbly beſoughc 
* his Majeſty to believe nothing more partieilar had paſs'd be- 
**twixtcthem, and thathe had rather dye, than once conceive 4 
| Gp **rhought 
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* thought to the prejudice of his Majeſties Service, or his own 
« duty : That he hop'd the event would more clearly evidence 
« the integrity of his aQions ; but thar nevertheleſs he thought ic 
« fit to give his Majeſty that ſecurity in hand. The King being 
well ſatisfied with che Duke's Reaſons, bur much more with the 
Confidence he perceiv'd him to repoſe in his Juſtice, and his own 
Innocency, all jealouſies, that before had been infus'd into him, to 
the prejudice of the Duke's Fidelity, and Honour, vaniſh'd away, 
and he with the greateſt care and afliduiry , Was more than cyer 


about his Majeſties Perſon. His Children (which alittle before 


he had brought to Court) had order to continue about the young 
Dolphin's Perſon, to be as it were Hoſtages of their Father's In- 
nocence, atid the Mareſchal's Tryal being at laſt over, all Witneſ- 


fes ahd Parties examin'd, and heard without the leaft mention of 


the Duke'of Eſperntis name in all their praQice , his Majeſty 


- wasnotalittle ſatisfied with himſelf, that he had carried things 


with that moderation towards the Duke upon this occaſion. 

- This untoward buſineſs was ſoon after ſeconded by another, 
which, though of far leſs dangerous conſequence, begar the Duke 
nevertheleſs as much trouble as the firft, The Duke as he was ever 
very circumſpect in his duty, to preſerve his Fidelity entite co the 
King, fo was he no leſs folicicous to maintain himſelf in all ad- 
vantages deriving to him as particles of any of his Commands. 
That of Colonel therefore having been conferr'd upon him by 
Henry |. with > 009 wage 4 priviledges, as by his Patent does 
appear, he could not endure the leaſt violation of his Intereſt ; 
but with a ſtiffneſs (that doubtleſs- would have offended a leſs 


equitable Prince, than thrat under whom he had the honour to 
* ſerve) was ever obſtinate ro maintain every punRilio of his right. 


One of the greateſt , and of the greateſt Honour thac was an- 
nex'd tothis Command, was the power he had to namethe Camp- 
Maſter tothe Regiment of Guards when ever that place ſhould 
be void ; and it hapned now that on who had been poſleſs'd 
of chis Command before the Duke was created Colonel, was 
fll'n into infirmitics, that rendred him incapable of his Charge : 
Yet had his former Services been ſuch as made it very reaſonable 
he ſhould however make his beſt advancage of ir, as his Majeſty 
was contenc he ſhould; but having a ſingular, and a vety juſt rc- 
{pet for the Mareſchal de F Eſdiguieres and a very great affcQion for 
his Son-in-law Crequy, he intended the later , having firſt'com- 
pounded with Grillon, ſhould be preferr'd to that Command, in- 
rending perhaps hereby, as much to clip the' Wings of the Duke's 
Authority, which he had as Colonel nit his Regiment of 

| Guards, 
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| Guards, /as altogether ro oblige Crequy. The Duke; advertis'd of Anno 
his Majeſties purpole, could not forbear giving'our aloud , that 1602. 
he would never conleng to ic, and the King on the contrary Was WW 
reſoly 'dhis plealure ſhould preyail : Bur in-the end after many 
oppofitions: (which this good Prince was pleas'd to endure from 
aServant.Jthe Duke, who had never dilcover'd his mind tothe 
King, but-by the mediation of others, was-relolv'd to deliver ic 
to his Majeſty with his own mouth, as accordingly he did ;. re- 
prelenting-to him with a liberty (which to his Subje&s was none 
of the leaſt {elicities of his happy Reign) the Juſtice of his Cauſe. 
All which, notwithſtanding his reaſons, could not ſo prevail up- 
on his Majeſties temper, but thathe remain'd as firm as ever- in 
his firſt reſolution. Which che Duke ſeeing, and conceiving he 
could not conſent to his Majeſtics deſire, without going leſs in 
the dignity of his place, he rather. choſe ro abſent himſelf from 
Court, - than to be compell'd by an! expreſs ; and -poſitive com- 
mand to-do a thing {o much to the prejudice of his Authority, 
and Honour; and accordingly. very much diſſatisfied ,. retir'd 
himſelt to 4ngouleſme. The King, who was nor yet totally cur'd 
of ajealouſic , ſtill kept awake by the praRices, the remainder 
of Biron's FaQtion (not quite extin&)yer kept on foot.in his King- 
dom, gave manifeſt ſigns of diſcontent at the Duke's departure ; 
and as he knew the alliance-the Duke of Flontpenſier had contra- 
&ed with his Family, by his Match, had begot a ſtri& friendſhip 
berwixt them, {ſo was it-to him eſpecially char he ſpoke of it with 
the greateſt freedom, and.in terms (not without threats) of the 
higheſt indignation. -This Prince, who concern'd himſelf as 
much atthe Duke's Intereſt, as his own , diſpatch'd away to him 
in great diligence the Sieur de la (betardie , m. whom he had an 
eſpecial confidence, to let him underſtand the,King's diſpleaſure, 
 andto remonſtrate to him the danger he would expoſe himſelf 
unto, ſhould he longer perſiſt in oppoſition to his Majeſties plea- 
ſuxe, who would herein be abſolutely obey'd : A caution by 
which the Duke plainly ſeeing he was reduc'd to a neceſſity either 
robow, or break ; he indeed choſethe latter , though not with- 
out high complaints of che injuſtice was done him, which were 
neither ſo modeft, nor fo private, that they were not ſoon carried 
rotheKing's car: And though fo ſtubborn an oppoſition in the 
Duke might reaſonably enough have more exaſperated the King 
againſt him, yer ſuch was the noble nature of this great Prince, 
- thatit would not luffer him long to bear in mindthe memory of 
his offenſe; forche Duke had no ſooner given his conſent to oe 
q#y's admifſion, but that his Majeſty commanded him che firſt 
Gg 2 ching 
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pag thing he did, totake a Journey a hundred Leagues from Paris, 
1602. toſee his Colonel, to take his Vath betwixt his hands; to obtain 


OWN 


his hand to his Commiſhon, and to receive his Order for his ad- 
miffion into his place : Civilities by which although the King en- 
deayour'd to give the Duke all fatisfa&ion ;* yer could they nor 
ſo far reconcile him, bur that at (requy's-atrival , he made him 
wait a whole day together at his Chamber door, and expect ſome 


 daysaſter before he would receive his Oath, or Sign his Commiſ- 


fion: And although he was himſelf very ſenfible that ſo many 


manifeſt averſions were ſufficient to beger' new diſtaſtes in the 


eMonnſiemr 
Crequy made 
Camp- Ma- 
ſter tothe 
Regiment 0! 
Guards, 


King againſt him; yet was he not ſo much maſter of himſelf, 
nor had ſo much command over his own Nature, but that he 
mult put thoſe affronts upon (requy , or rather upon the King, 
who: made this buſineſs his own. 10% 1a 
By thele diſputes (which in another time might have turn'd 
very much to the Duke's prejudice) he got nevertheleſs this advan- 
rage, that the King to ſatisfie him for the furure inthe imereſts of 
his Command, made a kind of agreement with him (i a lar- 
cſs from a Maſter to his Servant may be ſo call'd) which was, 
That his Majcſty would indeed really, and effcQually reſerve to 
himſelf the nomination: of Camp-Maſter to the Regiment of 
Guatds 3 as alſo tothe other old Regiments : but with'this con- 
dition; that the Colonel ſhould ſwear them , that they ſhould 
be conceiv'd to haverheir admiſſion from him , without which 
rhey were nor to be receiv'd into the employment : That his Ma- 
jelty having provided for one Company in the Regiment of 
Guards, he was content the Duke ſhould in turn do the ſame for 
the next at his own appointment : Thar of all the Foot Compa- 
nies of the other Regiments, new and old , the Duke when ever 
any ſhould be vacant, ſhould have the naming of the Caprains 
ro the King to fill them up ; and that no Captain ſoever, whether 
of the Regiment of Guards , or any other Regiment ſhould be 
admittedinto, or eſtabliſh'd in his Command till 6rſt his Com- 
miſſion was Sign'd by the Colonel : But for whaticoncern'd' thoſe 
Offices, that depended upon the Duke's Command , as Lieute- 
nants, Enſigns, Colonel-Enſigns, Serjeants, and Serjeant-Ma- 
jors, Martials, Provoſt-Martials, Quarter-Maſters, and other Of- 
ficers, that he ſhould place and diſplace them by his ſole Aurho- 
rity, without any order from the King , or his Majeſties taking 
any noticethereof. According to which Agreement” the Duke 


proceeded fo regularly, and undiſturb'd in the. Priviledges of his 


Command, thar there was never after, during this Kings Reign, 
the leaſt Diſpute betwixt them, ſaveing once, that the King think- 


ng 
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ing it fit co addtwo Companies more to his Regiment of Guards, Anno 
and having appointed their Captains, the Duke interpos'd his 1606. 
Majeſtics Royal .Promile , humbly beleeching him to do him dv 
right: an Argument ſo powerful to this equitable Prince, that of 
two Captains he had nam'd , he only provided for one, which 
was the Sieur de la Courbe, who had bur the ſecond Company nei- 
ther: thefirlt being given tothe Siear de Bowrder by the Duke's 
Recommendation, whoſe turn it was to 'iname the firſt yacant 
Company : yet did-not the buſineſs paſs without ſome diſpure, 
though at laſt the King was JEU rather to give way to his Ser- 
yant's-juſt deſires, than to fail in the leaſt Anicle of his Word: 
I ſhall here add (fince I am upon this diſcourſe of the Office 
of Colonel) a thing that time has ſufficiently juſtified to all 
France, which is, thatthe Duke was lo exceeding cautious in the 
diſpenſation of Commands, whether meerly depending upon his 
own Authority, or.in his nomination only , that his Maj 
would often ſay, he-never had better Foot Officers, than thoſe of 
the Duke's preferring.  And'intruth the French Infantry , whilſt 
the Duke was permitted to execute his charge,were kept in ſo good 
order, that perhaps no Militia in Europe were better Diſciplin'd, 
nor better Officer'd than they , a truth; to this hour confirmed by 
an infinite number of perſons yet living, who have comman- 
ded under him, and who were weir of his conduct. To 
which I ſhall further add , and to his great commendation. a 
thing notto be contradifted ; which is, that he neither direQly, 
nor indirectly ever made the leaſt benefit of any Command he 
_ diſpos'dof, which I think had they been ſer to ſale would, inthe 
long courſe of his life, have amounted to above two Millions of 
Gold, after the rate they are ſold now adays. And Ido very well 
remember, that towards his latter end, when he ſaw the ſelling 
of Offices began to grow in faſhion, he did all he could, and that 
the condicion of thetime would permit, to oppoſe it; repreſent- 
ing tothe King, with-very convincing Arguments, what -a pre- 
judice ſuch an abuſe would be to his Service ; although in the 
end ſeeing he could not prevail with the Council 'to alter that to- 
leration, he alſo.gaveſome of his own Servants , though very 
few, leave ro make mony of the Offices he had conferr'd upon 
them ;- but I am certain, that for his own particular, he never 
converted any the leaſt employmentto his own profit : A thing 
perhaps ſuch as thought him folicitous of his own Intereſt, will 
hardly be per{waded to believe, as indeed he was enclin'd to the = 
ſaving fide, and wary cnough when. it was fit for him to be (o : 
but never, upon any occaſion where his Honour was concern'd, 
| that 
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Anno that ever taking with him the upperhand: of altother conſidera- 


1602. 
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The buſineſs of Crequy, how troubleſome, and how hard ſoeyer 


to digeſt, was not yer the laſt of thelame naturethe Duke' was to 
wreſtle withal in this years revolution, another following immedi- 
ately after ; which, as it nearer concern'd him, pierc'd deeper to 
the quick : neither had ic ſo happyan iflue as theftirſt. The Duke 
haviog in the year.1582: been by King Henry the 'II. eftabliſh'd 


| in the Goyernmene of -Metz, he: canterr'd the Lieutenancy of the 


City and Country upon Moncaſiin.bis Kinſman, and the: Com- 
mand of the Citradel upen Sobole:: but.in proceſs of time, which 
hapnedin the year 1585. having withdrawn\ Monzaſfin from this 
employment to continue about his own-perfon:: Sebole, whom 
he had bred a Page, and in whom he had ani entire confidence, 
wag (his bounty rais'dto that degree , that: he | conferr'd upon 
him the command of-the City, and Country, together with thatof 


the Cirradel alſo; which wascttectually oneof the brayeſt encer- 


tainments in France, Metz being at:that time the moſt ronſider- 
able place of the Kingdom, and thenobleſt member of the Duke's 


Command. 


In the: Year 1594+. the King undert6ok the Siege of Laon , to 


which, as to an occaſion wherein he expected ro meet with great 


difficulties, he invited many of his Servants of theneighbouring 
Provinces:: : Amongſt thcele Sobole was one, who by the Autho- 
thotity the Duke had given himin Metz, having got a greatinte- 
reſt in the Country, might with great faciliry raiſe a conſiderable 
party of Horſe, as he did, and at the Head of ſtxſcore Light- 
Horſe, very well appointed, and fourſcore Carabins, went to 
ſerve his Majelty at. this Siege. ' The. King receiv'd him with 

reat demonſtrations of favour', and not being well ſatisfied 
with the Duke of Eſpernon, who being atthar time in Provence, 
where he did not behave himſelf to his Majeſties liking, after he 
had, as he conceiv'd, cut him out work cnough there, -he”took 
occaſion to raiſe him greater difficulties about Merz, byleflening 
the Authority he had till that time ever had over Sobole.' 'And to 
that purpoſe after he had reduc'd Laon to his obedience, and abour 
to diſmiſs thoſe Auxiliaries who had comein to ſerve himin that 
Action, his Majeſty ſent Sobole word, © Thatafer ſo great 'a ſa- 
© risfa&tion as he had receiv'd from his Services , he was as well 
* diſpos'd to gratifie him as he himſelf. could detire; which' ne- 
© yertheleſs che preſent condition of his Aﬀairs not permitting him 
* to do, at ſo honourable a rate, as he could. wiſh , it was for 
© him to look out for ſomerhing he had a mindto/,, which ſhould 


be 
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© be as readily conferr'd upon him. Thoſe who had order to 
make this overture to Sobole , were further intruſted co repretenc 
unto him , © That being Governour of Metz meetly by the 
* Duke's toleration, he was ſubjc& upon the firlt capricio to be 
© remoy'd,; after which from the honourable congition wherein 


© hehadliv'd for many years, he would find himfelf reduc'd to 2 


{© very moderate fortune : Thar though he could be affur'd the 


© Duke's humour would continue conſtant to him, yer oughtrthe . 


& declining poſture of þis Aﬀairs in Provence to give him a rea- 
* ſonable Alarm : That all things in that Country were ſo averſe 
* to him, it was all the Duke could do to keep his head above 
© water; and that his Aﬀairs cominy to an abſolute ruine,as they 
** evidetitly declin'd,' he would be in danger to be left in Metz, 
<* without any ſupport, or any colourable claim, eitherto com- 
*© mand, or recompenſe : Thar the King conceiving a Genulgman 
<« of his Valour and Merit, worthy a more certain fortune, did 
* voluntary offer to make him his own Lieutenanc, in the Go- 
* yernment of the Place and Country, under the Duke; whoſe 
« Authority being kept inviolate, he could have nojuſt reaſon ro 
* reproach him, for ſeeking to eſtabliſh his own Fortune, with- 
© out doing any prejudice to his. Tt was 'no hard matter to per- 
ſwade Sobole into a thing he belicv'd would ſettle his Aﬀairs fo 
much to his advantage; ſothathe greedily ſwallow'd 'the bait, 
and receiving anew Commiſſion from the King, recir'd very'well 
ſatisfied with his Majeſties bounty into his Government : But as 
the firſt ſtep into a fault, makes men ſubje& to ſtumble into an- 
other, after having once fail'd in his Faith, he had now no more 
regard to his Duty ; and conceiving he had good ritle for the fu- 
rureto Lotd it over the Inhabitants of Meta , with greater Au- 
thority than he had formerly done ; he grew inſolene to the laſt 
degree. Complaints whereof were ſoon bronght to'the Duke ; 
where to him they accus'd Sobole, for having rais'd mony upon 
chem by his own private Authority, and to have committed ma- 
ny other infolencies againſt chem. The Duke was at this time 
difingag'd from the ttouble of his Afﬀairs iti Provence , «and 
the reſidence he had ſince that titie made at Court having in- 
form'd hint of Sobole's deportment, he was queſtionleſs poſleſs'd 
with an indignation proportionable to the oe : bur he very 
well foreſaw , that the King, who had in defign rais'd Sobole 
againſt him, would doubtleis uphold him, and juſtific his own 
Commiſſion ; ' fo that he durſt by no tneans at any thing it pub- 
lick againſt him, not go about by open force to diſplace him : 
but on the contrary Sifembled as much as in him lay , _ che 

now- 
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Anno knowledge, and the trouble of bis fault; and when continually 


1602. 


importun'd by reiterated complaints from the Inhabitants of 


WD Metz, (a people he ever had in great conſideration) he only ad- 


moniſh'd him to behave himlelt with greater moderation to- 
wards thera : but Sobole was deaf to all thoſe admonitions , and 
ſo far from ſlackning his hand, that on the contrary, to render the 
Duke's good Offices fruitleſs rorthem, he contriv'd with himſelf 
ro accuſe many of the principal among them to the King, for ha- 


 ving (as he ſaid) endeavour'd to betray the Town, and Cirtadel 


of Metz, to Count Manſfield., Governour of _ Luxenbourg , for the 
King of Spain : Which he did, tothe endthac his Majeſty being 
repofſeſs d with ſo black an accuſation, no one, not ſo much as 


* the Dukehimlelf might dare to ſpeak in their, behalf, The buſi- 


Anno 
1603. 


nels was very ſtrily examin'd, and inthe end diſcover'd to be a 
meeggcalumny, which made all the world conclude it had been 
"i; by Sobole jm ſpite to wy Aga the -Inhabitants of their 
Lives and Eſtates : a malice ſo notorious, that the Duke 
could no longer endure a people, whom he loy'd, and had ever 
protected, ſhould beſoill us'd by a man he himlſelt had appointed 
to govern , but nptto deſtroy them : Which made him openly 
undertake their proteCtion againſt Sobole's violence,againſt whom 


the hatred the people had conceiv'd, having provok'd them. into 


arms, they belieg'd him in the Cittadel; a thing the Duke was 
not ſorry for, hoping this would counſel the King to remove 
him, and that he being out, the place could beſupply'd by none, 
from whom he might,nqt promiſe to himſelf better things than 
from Sobole. , Hum 

What the Duke had ſo prudently forcſeen, fell out exaQily,, as 
he imagin'd it wquld,; forthe King alarm'd-at the danger .ot fo 
important a place (it being very much to be fear'd his 1ll neigh- 
bours would take the advantage of the evil jntelligence berwixt 
the Goyernour and the people, to ſeize the Town, xeſolv:dto 
go thither in perſon; and accordingly with the Queeg;; -atd, all. 
the Court ſet forward in the beginning of the year 16qQ3 A;journy 
in which the Duke of Eſpernon was too much concern'd to Ray be- 
hind; andin the iſlue whereof Sobole was;depos'd from his Go- 
vernment, with a pardon for all that was palsd ; which his ill 
carriage bad made the reward of his Service,and all thexecompenſe 
he receiv'd for lo bravea Command. After his.departure-his Ma- 


| jeſty reſoly'd himſelf ro diſpoſe of his places ; a thing wherein 


the Duke of Fſpernon's intereſt did moſt of all conhift,, who till 
that time had ever had the diſpoſition of all Offices inferigur to his 
own in that Government ; and by that means had beenabſolute 

| over 
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over the City : but his Autherity being ſulpedtcd ro. the King, Anno 
who would have no other than his own, acknowkdg'd in his 16a3- 


——_— 


Kingdom, his Majeſty.gave the Duke to underſtand that Sobole LV 
having rxeſign'd umo him his Lieutenancyto the Goverment, of 
the City, and Cittadel,.of Metz, and the Meſn, Country, which 
| his Majeſty had formerly ſeared him in, ' he-was- now, teloly'd to 
ſertle men of Condition, and approv'd Fidelity, in his mpm , al- 
ways reſerving (which his Majelty. would.by. no, means dimgipiſh) 
for the Duke bis Authority in the place ; thar in order gbereunto 
he had calt his eye upon the rwo Brothers. les. Sieurs de;Montigny, 
and d' Arquien ; . to the firſt of which he would give his Licute- 
nancy to the City, and Country ;. andto che other. the; command 
of the Citradel ; bur chat the one and the other ſhoald render 
him an obedience <qual co his, own perſon. . The Duke, baving 
well cnough foreſeen how things. would be, ; had nothing 36, op- 
polc againit his Majeſtics Royal Pleaſure ; but withour « I- - 
ion gave way toneceſiry , and wich patience (theanly remedy 
remain'd) was content to expeR ſome. happy opportunity that 
might re-eſtabliſh him in the poſſeſſion of a place ſo important to 
his fortune, and whereof he law. himſelf ag preſent. abſolutely 
depriv'd. | TT RE 
| yr his Majeſties abode at Metz, the Provincialof the Fa» 
thers Jeſuits was by 'the Duke of Eſpernon preſented to bim ; 
where the propoſition preferr'd by the Provincial tor the re-cſta- 
bliſhment of his fraternity in Prance ,, was. ſo. promoted by the 
Duke's mediation, that it was concluded onto his great farisfa- 
ion, Neither was this the firſt good office the: Duke had done 
them, nor the ſole teſtimony he had given of his affeftion, and 
reſpect to that Society ; he having ever. been one of cheir moſt 
conitant, and moſt powerful PrateRors in the time of their per- 
ſecution, as he was one of their principal benefactors after rheir 
_ re-eſtabliſhment. Metz, that ever tillchen had made many , and 
almoſt invincible difficulties, of .cver admitting them, into their 
Corporation, receiv'd them upon the Duke's ſingle accompt, as 
he allo procur'd their admiſſion into Angouleſme before he left chat 
Government: Their Colledgeof Xaincs has no other foundation 
than whar he beſtow'd upon, icof four thouſand Livers /a year in 
ewo fair Benefices, which pur all together have rendred him one 
of the principal Benefactors of that Society, ' by theacknowledg- 
ment, and teſtimony of the moſt ancient, and moſt eminent men. 
ot the Order. "Re 
The variety of accidents , and buſineſs that had befallen the Aﬀiirs x 
King intheſe laſt years, were yer too few to. rake him wholly up, coco 


Hh he Pexce. 
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he Rill found leifbre/enough for this delights ; and although he 
himſelf took a patricular accompt of all. Aﬀairs, and was ever.he . 


UVYS main ditecorin all things, yet his abilities (which nothing was 


coo big for Yrendredhim fo excellent ar diſpatch, that he ftill made 
way'for his vacation and-pleaſure.” The Peace concluded with all 
his Neighbours, and bf domeftick troubles extinguiſh'd, cither by 
the piiiſhment of the offenders, or by the excels of his own cle- 
mency;/' gave him now ſufficient leifure ro look after the refor- 
mation i ſuch abuſes'45 werecreprinto the ſtate during the li- 
cericeof 'War; ' an employment which, how becoming " Ano his 
Royal'cate, 2nd how'profirable ſoeverto the ger took up 
bur 7 51; prpngeen part of his rime, the reſt being dedica- 
ted ro'th& Chace, to play, and tothe diverſions of Loye : enter- 
txinthients that ( as the paſſions, and humours of Princes (who 
are thi gicarexamples of their people) do eaſily infinuaterhem- 
ſelv@Miro their Subjects Aﬀeions,or ar leaſt their imitation)were 
grown {0 mitchin faſhion at Court, chat chere was ſcarce any talk 
of any orhtr thing} + and" if they had , during this Voyage co 
Metz, ſefferd > lineimetmiſhon, they were, ar the return of che 


Court'to Paris; more than'evet ſer on foor. Ithas been beliey'd, 


that though the King in his hunting, and his Miſtriſles altogether 
follow'd rheprodivityof his own nature ; yerthat for what con- 
cern'd ul he hadiiri that as much deſign arlcaft, as inclination, 
I have alrcady told you, that his Majeſty having ſer down the 
bringing low'thegrear- men of his Kingdom by imperceptible 
ways, to render them more obedient, for a Maxime of State, had 
pur cher upon the humour of Building , to drain their putfſes : 


ahd doubtleſs his etgaging them in play, was in orderto the ſame 


defign't 'amongft-whom the -Dnke of Eſpernon , who alread 


felt the ſmart of thefirſt,” and that very well underſtood his Ma- 


jeſties meaning in the latter, refus'd not nevertheleſs to make one 
for his Maſter's ſfarisfaRtion : ' but if he did it ar firſt meerly 
our of ' compliance, his ill fortune ar laſt made it become his re- 
venge, andenclin'd him ſo paſſionately to ir, that he found himſelf 
in the endengag'diin ſo extraordinary lofles, as were no little in- 
convenienceto him. His Majeſty would often do him the ho- 
nour to play art his houſe, ever inviting him to all his Matches : 
And whether he retir'd td Zamet,, or to any other place to evade 
the turule of Majeſty and Greatneſs , the Duke of Eſpernon was 
always the firſt invited ; ſo thatalthough he was not in favour, 
he was nevertheleſs in great eſteem : of which one of the moſt 
ſignal teſtimonies he could receive , was the honour the King did 
him in permitting him.to enterthe Lowyre in his Coach ; a fayour 
| | cill 
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cillchis time relerv'd only for the Princes of the Blood, cxclufive- 
ly to all other perſons ot the Kingdom, the Duke being the firſt 
chat unlock'd this Priviledge for the Dukes, and Peers, though he 
enjoy'd it alone during the King's life , his Majeſty, though otten 
importun'd by others of the ſamequaliry, for the ſame honour, 
never conſenting to have it drawn into example. *Tis true, that 
after the King's death, the Queen Regent, to accommodace her 
ſelf tothetime, was content to abate much of the Royal State, 
and allow'd the Dukes, and Pecrs, and Officers of the Crown, 
the ſame Privitedge : | but the repe& co the Duke's perſon was 
that which firſt procur'd them that indulgence. 

A tamous Gameſter call'd Pimentel, an [talian, cameat this time 
into France, Whole dexterity in gulling rhe Court was ſuch. chat I 
cannot forbear to mention him in this place.” Tis ſaid,and iris per- 
feftly rue, thatchis Cavalier hearing what an humour of play 
reign'd atthe French Court, caus'd a great number of, fal{g&Dice 
to be made, of which he himſclt only knew the- high , andthe 
low runners , hiring men to.carry them. into France , where at- 
ter they had bought up, and convey'd away all that were.in Part, 
he ſupply'd all the Shops with hisown : By which means having 
ſubjcCted the ſpirit of Play, and ty:d'the hands of Fortune, he ar- 
rivdatlaſt in France; where inſinvating himſelf into the Court, 
he was by ſome of his own Nation, who had great intexeſt there, 
ſoon brought acquainted with the King. Some have, belicy'd his 
Majelty underſtood the man well cnough, and was contenx. to ad- 
mic him for a Gameſter, the better to bring about his own deſign 
of impoveriſhing the Lords of his Court ;, whoſe Riches grew 


ſuſpected to him. The Duke of Eſpernon was one from, whom 


he drew the moſt conſiderable ſummes ; who after having got 
all his ready mony, and many of his Jewels ;. he moreover, won 
of him a piece of Ambergris, to the value of 20000. Crowns, 


* ws 4+ %* 


that of the Admiralty, which might alſo have becn,one; of the 
moſt proficable, had the Duke when the Spaniſh Carricks ſuffcr'd 
— Hh 2 Ship- 


Anno 
1603. 
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Anno Shipwrack upon that Coaſt in the year 1627. been countenanc'd 
1603. in his right; which, however ar that time ſer afide, derives ro him 
LY » nevertheleſs from a Title of above 3oo. years ſtanding , to all the 
_ wracksthat ſhould happen any where within the exrent of above 
| fry Leagues upon the Coaſt that bounds this Territory. Bur 
* how juſt ſoever his claim might be, ic was impoſlible for him co 
juſtifie bis ticle againſt the Power, that then under his Majeſties 
namecxercis'd a morethan Sovercign Authority. The Sea of Me- 
doc, one of the moſt tempeſtuous of the Ocean, famous for Ship- 
wracks, and for that reaſon call'd La Mer Sauvage, or the wild 
Sea, hath uſually in ftormy weather caſt up Ambergris, and 
che beſt in the world, upon that Coaſt; a truth I can with conh- 
dence aver, after having been an cyc-wirnels of the difference be- 
ewixt that, and the other which was brought from the Indies in 
- theGarricks. The people of the Country, by the profit invited 
to this ſearch, never fail, after a ſtorm to rake all along the Shoar 
for this Commodity, wherein they have often very good fortune; 
I having ſecnin my time a __ which though much leſs than 
that I have already mention'd, weigh'd above twenty pound, and 
| was valued at above 20000. Livers, found by a Country fellow 
in the year 1625. wherein hedidall he could to cheat the Lord of = 
his due; to whom two thirds of the thing faund does of right 
belong, and the third tothe finder, if he make a faithful difcove- 
ry : but this fellow's frauÞbeing found out, the Duke was by ju- 
ſtice fayour'din his claim , and*made maſter of the whole. 
Thead- * Whilſtthe Duke on the one hand loſt his Mony and Jewels ar 
of Philip PY» his liberality at the ſame time acquir'd a Treaſure ſufficient 
Coſpcan Bi- to reconipenie thoſe Tofles, and thar was the friendſhip of Heſfire 
ma po "Philip Coſpean , firſt Biſhop of Hire , afterwards of Nantes, and 
Duke c{#/- laſtly of Lizieux, where a few years (ince he died in as high a' re- 
pirnon's  putation of SanFtity and Learning, asany Prelate of his time. 
0" This good Biſhop was at this time a young man , newly arriv'd 
from Mons in Hainault, where he was born; who having run 
through his courſe of Study at Lovain, under the tuition of Fuſtus 
= / gon with great applauſe, had aſſurance enough to truſt him- 
ſelf upon the great Theatre of Europe , and reſolv'd upon a 
Journey to Paris: Thither being come , he firſt undertook the 
Education of Meſfieurs de Ramboiillet, and du Fargis, Pupils wor- 
thy of ſoexcellent a Tutor ; when from private Precepts, proceed- 
ing topublick Leftures, he became Philoſophy Reader, which he 
ſo admirably perform'd, thathe foon eclips'd the Reputation of 
the moſt famous DoGors of his time. Le Pleſfis Bauſſonuiere, 
who inthe profeflion of Arms retain'd yet a preat inclination to 
| ; . Learn- 


preach, that had no-name at Court, The Duke went the firſt 
time to hear him upon le Pleſſs account, where being highly fa- 
risfied with che Eloquence of this new Orator, he afterwards drew 
moſt of the Courtto hear him, . where Csſpean out-ſtripping the 
expeRtation of all his Auditories, arriv'd in a ſhort ſpace to ach 2 
degree of Reputation. , that he became the model of queine 
Preaching; and doubtleſs by this ſtranger Eloquence firſt moun- 
ted the Pulpit in France, The Duke of Eſpernon, not content on- 
ly to countenance the Repurarion of ſo deſerving a man , would 


further by his bounty advance a Vertrue, that he had firſt brought *_ 


into the light; wherefore the Biſhoprick of Aire having! been 
ſome time vacant by the deceaſe of Francs de Foix, and de ndole, 


and this Dignity being at his diſpoſe, he preferr'd the Merit of - 


his Friend, co the conſideration and reſpe& of many men of Qua- 
liry, his Relations; and unknownto (ofpean, diſpatch'd his Man- 
damws to the Biſhoprick, procur'd Bulls from Rome at his own 
Charge, and gave him Furniture and Equipage neceſſary for the 
ſupport of his Dignicy, which would otherwiſe have'been very 
chargeable to him. A bounty this good Prelate would often men- 
tion to me in the ſtory of his Life , with the greateft acknow- 
ledgment ; and never was man more grateful for a Benefit, than 
he made it appear he was for this all the days of his life. Neither 
if he, uponall occaſions, highly magnified the Duke's Liberaliry, 
was the Duke leſs ſatisfied with his good Fortune, rhat*had' gi- 
ven him ſo happy an opportunity: ro oblige ſo excellent a man ; 
from whom, | have often heard him declare, he receiv'd more af- 
fiſtance in his Aﬀairs, more fweetnefs, and ſacisfaftion in hjscon- 
verfation, and more comfort in his afflitisns, chan from all the 
adyantages he had deriv'd from Fortune beſides, daring che whole 
courſe of his long life. 7 Ton 

All cheſerhings paſt during che calm che Court at this time liv'd 
in, a tranquillity wherein the King, who by the ole reptiration of 
his name kept all things quiet abroad, and who had very licrle to 
do at home, began ſeriouſly co think of-improving his RO 

an 
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[on and of filling bis Treaſure , his great,and noble courage ſuggeſting 
1603. to him generous deſigns enough of employing it one day to the 


WV Ns 


Anno 


"2604. . 


A new quar- 
rel like co 
riſe berwixr 
che Duke 0: 
Eſpirnon. 
and the 11 :2- 
reſchal d'Or- 


nano. 


olory of his own name, andto the advantage of his Crown and 
Kingdom. A time wherein the preſence of his great Miniſters 
being not very. neceſlary at Court,where allthings were cartied on | 
by his Majeſtics own particular conduct, every man had leiſure 
ro look after his own privarte affairs. X 

It was after the foremention'd tranſaftions that hapned in rhe 
Years 1602. and 1603. that the Duke of Eſpernon, willing to ſhare 
in the liberty of the time, deparred inthe latter end of the Jaſt in- 
ro his Governments of Faintonge, and Angoumoss ; where bear- 
ing ſtill in mind the affront offer'd him by the Mareſchal dOrnano, 
and thinking himſelf not clear in his Reputation,unleſs he return'd 
again to Bordeaux to renew the match had before by che Mareſ- 
chals moroſity been broken off, he went again to Bordeaux inthe 
beginning of the year 1604+ to make ready for a Carnayal, to 
which he had invited a far greater number of Nobility, and Gen- 
try than before, and where the propoencien for Maſques, Run- 
ning atthe Ring, Balls , and Feaſting , were. made with great 


pomp, and vaſt expenſe. But the Mareſchal, notwithſtanding the 
Orders he had receiv'd from the King , concetying this buſtnels, 


"7 ch ſoever might be putupoa it, would be interpreted to 


his diſgrace, and would paſs in the opinions of men at honour for 


a Bravado, and an affront to him in his Government, could by 
no means perſwade himſelf to digeſt it, which made him very im- 
portant with the King, that his Majeſty would pleaſe to abſolve 
him from ſo injurious a condition ; a thing the King.(who had 
him in great eſteem) would as | willingly have done : Bur his 
Royal Word being already paſs'd to the Duke, whom he knew 
to be as obſtinate as the other, inthings wherein his Honour was 
concern'd, and not knowing how at once to ſatisfie two fo dif- 
ferent humours, matters were in all apparence going into as ill 
rerms as at firſt, when an accident fell out that ſoon took the Duke 
off all choughts of that Solemnity. The Dutcheſs of Bar the 


King's only Siſter , hapned to dye at this time which gave the 


King occaſion to write to the Duke of Eſpernon , that he aſſur'd 
himſelf all ſuch good Subjects and Servants, as he was, would ra- 
cher lament with him for the loſs of ſo dear a Relation, than to 
think of Mirth and publick Solemnities of Joy , at ſo unſeaſon- 
able atime ; a command ſo much the caſter forthe Duke to obey, 
by how much he himſelf had particular reaſon to be really afflidt- 
ed at the death of that excellent Lady. Sothat by this accident the 
HMareſchald' Ornano ſaw him(clt diſingag'd from one of the greateſt 

extre- 
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prog he could poſhbly receive; and that (*ris faid):he'wisire- 


oly'd to have avoided by laying down his Commiſſion * fuch 45 


come to the: puſh /'he would certainly -have ranſonv'd himſelf 
from that ſubmiſhonat'the price ofihis Fortune. TRE 77 


ligion had made a kind of {eparation'in the State , of which Ro- 
chelle (eem'd ro be the: Metropolitati City) might be loft in his 
hands, he continually repreſented to the King the danger thoſe 
+ Cities were in, but without being regarded art all, which made 
him inthe beginning of the enſuing year reſolve upon a Journey 
to Court, to try, ifinperſon, and by word of mouth he could not 
prevail more, than by continual imporrunities in wricing he 'had 
hitherto done : where being arriv'd , and: preſenting himſelf be- 
fore the King, his Majeſty as'd him in whar condition he had lefe 
his Governments ? co-whom the Duke reply'd, Thar they could 
not poſhbly bein a worſe; the neceflity of the Souldiery in Garri- 
ſon being lo great that he durſt not undertake for the ſecurity of 
thoſe places committed to his charge. To which the King having 
made anſwer, Thatthey were us'd as others were: The Duke 
(who very well knew the difference his Majeſty made berwixt his 
Catholick Gatriſons, and the neighbouring places poſſeſs'd by 
thoſe of the Reform'd Religion) rook rhe liberty to tell him, chat 
thoſe who had ſo inform'd his Majeſty had'given him a very ill ac- 


compr 
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Anno compr of his Afﬀairs, the Garriſons of thoſe of the Religion, who 
1604, perhaps, were. arm'd to the prejudice of his Service, being nothing 
WY in Arrcar, whilſt the Catholicks who were firm in their obedi- 
| ence, were ready to periſh for want of pay... The King netted at 

ſo tarta reply, and angry that the Duke ſhould give bim fo pub- 

lick a xeproach in the dilcovery. of a truth, he had a mind, for ma- 

ny reaſons, ſhould have becn conceal'd , ſuffer'd himlelf to be lo 

far tranſported by his paſſion, that he could.not forbear co tell the 

Duke, © He was perverſe, and importunate: [Thar he ſought all 
**oceafions to diſpleale him :, That he 'would have done. him 

* a-greater kindnels.to have kept till at the diftance he was at, 

* than.t9 come into his preſence only to offend: him, - and for the 
*« cloſe of all, that he had long obſerv'd he did not. love bim. To 
which the Duke without being-thunder-ftrugk art the King's an- 

ger, Which might perhaps have {urpriz'd another man, leſs confi 

dent of -his Fidelity than he, inſiſting uponthe laſt words , an- 

ſwered coldly, bur after a ſerious manner ,,-* Sir , your, Majeſty 

{© has ngt a more faithful Subje& than my ſelf. -in your Kingdom, 

* and, I had ratherdie, than do any thing. contrary.'te,-the leaſt 

A nor an- <particleof my duty: Bur' Sir, for what concerns friendſhip, 
the Duke to © your Majeſty knows very well, that) is a thing not. tobe ac- 
the King, © quir'd but by Frigndſhip. Ar fo bold, and generous an anſwer, 
Shs and there was none who was not aſtoniſh'd ar the: Duke's freedom, 
eorn'd to bis and that was not ready to condemn his raſhneſs; though the King 
 aerat3Re* himſelf, who knew how to puta juſt value upon great actions, 
and how to interpret language of this nature, was of a more fa- 
vourable opinion, and gaveno reply : but on the contrary, refle- 
Ring upon what the Duke had ſaid, converted his indignation in- 
to eſteem ; and interpreting what others thought temerity, for an 
efte& of honeſt liberty, proceeding from a good conſcience , re- 
ſolv'dto make himſelf bclov'd, by the way the Duke had laid 

' him down, and from thattime forward began to uſe him much 
better, than he had ever done. Neither was the Duke wanting 
on his part, but perceiving his Majeſties good diſpoſition to- 
wards him, and adding the {pur of afte&ion to what he had for- 
merly perform'd upon the meer accompt of duty , he at laſt ob» 
tain'd ſo great a {hare in bis Majeſties favour , and good opinion, 
that before bis death he receiv'd as many teſtimonies of his Royal 
good Will and Confidence, as any other perſon of his condition 


Anno 


| 1605, Whatſoever inthe Kingdom. _ 
The Duke's. This confidence began ſoon after to appear, by the command 
v9 4 Pi the King was pleas'd to give the Duke overthe Horſe and Foot he 
mouſm, lent into Limouſin; when tir'd out with the continual diſorders, 
| the 
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the exceis of his clemency begar every day in his Kingdom, he Anno 
was reſolv'd to take order once for all, and by a ſevere and exem- 1 605. 
 plary puniſhment to quiet the Rebellion ſome.of Flounfieur WD 
de bojullons Servants openly maintain'd after his departure out of 
the Kingdom in Perigord, Quercy, and Limouſin. The Mareſchal 
de Boiiillon, was ſeiz'd of many very fair poſſeſſions, and had ma- - 
ny Friends and Servants in thoſe Provinces ; where the Nobility, 
Gentry, and Commons being allo naturally inclin'd to Arms, it 
was no hard mater to perſwade them into commotion. 

The-King had/been'given to underſtand, that under the pre- 
tenſe of ſeeking. proteion only ſrom the Proteſtant Princes of 
Germany, and the Swiſſe (antons ; the .Mareſchal endeavour'd to 
incereſt them in the Quarrel of thoſe of the Religion in France, 
by poſſeſſing them (as it. was ſaid,).that ſince the King's Converſi- 
on, their ulage was far different from whar it had formerly been, 
andthe liberty of Conſcience far more reſtrain'd, than it us'd to 
be. Neither did his. Majeſty. doubt, but thac all of his: opinion 
in his Kingdom, would cafily be induc'd to follow the Duke of 
Boiillon's diſcontent, who had- acquird an abſolute reputation 
amongthem. He farther ſaw that many Catholicks made no 
{cruple to; joyn with him, to the end they might re-enjoy the li- 
cence of War, which would by ne means be allow'd them inthe 
better times of Peace: He knew that great ſummes of mony 
were diſtributed for the railing of men; which mony was ſul- 
pected to come from Spain, from whence all the inteſtine broils 
of his Kingdom had ever been countenanc'd, and promoted. Evil 
diſpoſitions, that being all joyn'd rogether, were ſufficientto 2k 
duce great diſorders in the State, and to reduce the King in ſpite 
of his heart to the neceſſity of 4 Civil War. His Majeſty theres 
forethinking it very convenient to prevent all theſe diſorders, and 
to ſuffocate them in their Birth, reſolv'd co go in perſon to Lis 
mouſin, either by his Preſence to appeaſe, or by his Authority to 
ſuppreſs the begun Commotions : but to diſpoſe them to their 
obedience if poſſible before his arrival, to chaſtiſe ſome Offen- 
ders without drawing the Odium immediately upon himſelf, and 
to reduce every one to his Duty ; he order'd the Duke of Eſper- 
108 to go before with fix Companies only 6t his Regiment of 
Guards, and four Troops of Horſe; not doubting bur with this 
little Body, together with the Duke's Intereſt (which was very 
conſiderable in thoſe parts, of which ſome places were under his 
own Government) he would be able to give a better accompr of 
his Expedition, than another perhaps could do with greater For- 


ces. And to the end that his Juſtice might accompany his Arms, 
li he 
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| Amo he joyn'd to the Duke Fean Jaques de Meſmes Segnieur de Roiſh, 


r6oF. 


Maſter of Requeſts, with Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer to. | 


LY» firnpon the Life,” and Death of the Offenders. This was he ſo 


fttmous for his Fitegriry, and Valour, that was afterwards Doyen 


roche Council of State; where , though the cſteem every one 


had'of ' his Vertne- was: very great; yer was it no more, than 
was dwetohis merit ;; pes 1 ment in the progreſs of a 
long life; he had thishononr 2dded'tothe'refi he enjoy'd , to ſee 
his name Muſtratedby a noble Poſterity ;. not any man ſcarce of 
his condicion in the Kingdom: having fupply'd the State” with ſo 
great and able Miniſters. The Duke having taken his leave of 
the King, 'advanc'd into Limonſin ; where he wonld have (requy 
Camp: Mafter tothe Regiment of Guards'to command” in” per- 
ſon the Forces he took along with him, and where the moſt rur- 
bulent ſpirits, arhis uncexpeRed' arrival (which by his- diligence 
had almoſt got the Rart of any intelligence of his coming) medi- 
rated nothing lefsthatrtheir defenſe ; ſome"of the molt advis'd 
ſearmy' to haveto'do wich the Duke, or de Riff , appaal'dto his 
Majetties"mercy; and'by 'the acknowledgement of their offenſe, 
obtain'd their Pardon ; others retir'd themſelves to the' Duke' de 
Boiwillon to Sedan, the tnoft imprudent, or the moſt unfortunate 
only falling into the hands of Juſtice, Of which five or fx ſuf- 
fer'd death, though many others were puniſh'd by more mode- 
rate ways : ſo that before the King's arrival at Limoges , all thoſe 
Counrries, that before breath'd nothing but Seditien and Diſor- 
der, were tiow ſo calm and ftill, that his Majeſty had nothing to 
do, but by his Clemency to ſettle Rebels , newly reclainrd' from 
their Diſobedience , in their Duty, and to reward his faichful 
Subje&s, by the demonſrations of his Grace and Favour. 


The endof the Fifth Book. 
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D HE Affairs of Limouſin, that had taken up the "Qnno 
WIS Duke of Eſpernon the whole year, having been 1605. ' 


MY) compos'd with the facility you have heard , the A diſpure 

PA8e King return'd again to Paris, attended by the —— 

| Duke, who had now nothing left to do bee Eſprrnon 

hind. The antiquated enmity , chat ſo many 994,"be . 

years had been nouriſh'd betwixt the Houſe of Guiſe and him, Guiſe. 

continued ſtill , which was ready to diſcover it ſelf upon every 

light occaſion, and almoſt as oft as they met to come to a buſtle 

betwixt them : In all which diſputes, che Duke (notwithſtand- 

ing thatthat Iluſtrious Family , by the greatneſs of their Birth, 

and by their Offices in the State, by their vaſt poſſeſſions in the 

Kingdom , and above all by the great number of generous 

Princes of which it was compos'd, as alſo by the potency of their 

Alliances, made up a great part of the Court) would never give 

them the leaſt ground , bur ever ſuſtein'd their power with Joo 

Spirit, and Vigour ; neither did he want ſuch a number of Re- 

lations, and Servants, as might ſecure him from the pres 
| I i 2 & 
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Anno 
| 1605. 
WOW 


Another 
quarre! be- 
ew:;yt che 
Duke of E/- 
pernon, and 
che Prirce; 
of Joinville. 
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of the greatneſs of any. He had ſometime before this had a brisk 
diſpute wich the Duke of Guiſe, the King being at Lyons , which 
proceeded ſo far, that the Duke of Eſpernon by the hands of U 
Pierre, one of the Duke's Gentlemen, receiv'd a Challenge from 


him, rhowgh the Quarrel had been ſo publick, and tlic Duke of 


Guiſe was ſo narrowly watch'd by his Friends., that he could not 

et our into the Field ; wherein the Duke of Eſpernon was berter 
lerv'd by his, who permitted him to go out of the City with Go- 
has, whom he took with him for his ſecond : but being call'd 
back by the King's Command, who would himſelf compoſe their 
difference, that Quarrel was ſoon at an end. . 

There haptied at this time another , betwixt the Duke of Eſper- 
nor, and the Prince of Joinville, now Duke of (htvreuſe , and 
Brother to the Dukezof. Guiſe, for this Prince having ſaid the 
Coach of a Womati of Quality at the outer Gate of the Louvre, 
one nightthat the King had appointed a great Dancing at Court, 
and the Dukecoming our, with the Duke of Montpenſier to go 
home, the Ladies Coach fo ſtopr the Gare, that the Duke's could 
not poſſiblypaſs,wherefore he commanded theCoachmanto make 
way : But the Duke of Chevreuſe, who was lean'd upon one of the 
Boots of the Coach, on the dark {ide where he could not be per- 
ceiv'd, commanded the'Coach-man not to ſtir, ſeeking (as it was 


| plainenough) out of youthful bravery, an occaſion to quarrel : 


nor did the Duke fail to give him as good a one,as he could deſire, 
for not being able longer to endurethe inſolency of ſo baſea fellow, 
he cudpell'd the Coach-man ſo well , that he forc'd him at laſt to 


' oive back. The Prince de Foinville, who perhaps forbore out of 


reſpe ts the Duke of Montþenſfier, appear'd not at all inthe buſi- 


' neſs at thattime; but in themorning ſent the Gentleman of his 


Horſe, le Comte by name, to queſtion the Duke abour it: The 
Duke was yetin his bed, and aſleep when the Gentleman came, 
but being wak'd by the Groom of his:Chamber,who never refus'd 
admitrance to any, he ſent for him to his bed-fide; where being 
come, the Gentleman rold him that he was ſent by the Prince of 
Joinville his Maſter, to know , if when he beat the Coachman 
ovet night, he did it to affront him ? To which the Duke rcturn- 
ing no anſwer, bur only asking him where his Maſter was ? and 
che other having anſwered ghathe ſtaid ar the foot of Montmar- 
tre With agood Horſe, and a good Sword to expe him , he, 
without more words leap'd out of his Bed , dreſt himſelf in the 
Gentleman's preſence, and having led him into his Armory, took 
out thence two Swords of equal length; whereof he gave him the 
choice; by which time the Maſter of his own Horſe , being alſo 

come 


BookVI, theDuke of Eſpernon, voy 


— —— — 


come to him. they went all three together to the place. Being Anno 
there come, the Duke found the Prince de Joinville ready to re- 1605. 
ceive him, their Swords were already drawn, and they were juſt SV 
going to't ; when the Prince, who had his face rowards Paris, - 
leeing a Party of Forſe coming that way , and ſufpeQing it was 

with an intent to prevent them, ſhew'd them to the Duke, telling 

him withal chat they muſt ſpnr co gain the Bois de Boulogne, and 
without more words turn'd his Horſe that way. The Duke, who 

by the diftance of rhoſe he ſaw , conceiv'd they had yet time 
enough to end their diſpute before they could come in to interrupr 

chem, had a great mind, withour going further, to have dilpatch'd 

the buſineſs there : but being neceſſitated to follow the Prince, 

who was already upon the gallop towards the Wood , he ſpurr'd 

after, though they could not make ſuch haſte, butthat they-were 
interrupted before they could come there, and by their Friends 
carried back to the City. Where the King, having notice of their 
Quarrel, commanded them both to the Louvre, and there took 

up the bufinels, making them embrace in his preſence, and pro* 

miſe to be good friends. That which was moſt remarkable on the 
Duke's fide in this occaſion was, that the number of thoſe who 
declar'd themſelves of his Party was fo great, that they took up 

all che ſpace betwixt the Roule, to the Louvre ; whilſt che Duke of 
Toinville was only countenanc'd by thoſe of his own Relation, 

whole intereſt in Paris was at this time very much declin'd , from 

what it had formerly been in the life of the Duke his Father. 

Although the reſidence of this great City was very pleaſing to 41no 
the King, yet could not the delights that entertain'd him there, de- 1 606. 
tain his Majeſty from viſiting all parts of his Kingdom, where he 
conceiv'd his preſence to be neceſlary for the advancement of his 
Afﬀairs. Weſaw him the laſt yearin Limoufin, and this invited him The xing 
into Champagne, and as far as Sedan, to reduce the Duke of Boji- makes an | 
ilonto his dury. This, Duke keeping himſelf ſtill at a diſtance ©Re9"2" 
from the Court, and refra&tory to ſeveral Summons his Majeſty whcrein che 
had ſent him to make his appearance, and by juſtifying himſelfro ©2mm2ndot 
obtain his favour, it was plain thar his refuſing ro come , was a Guard is 
contemptto the Sovereign Authority , and thar therefore his Ma- <ommiried 
jeſty in rhe vindication'sf his own honour, was oblig'd to cha- of z/permmn. 
ſtize him, Neither did he longer defer, for that purpoſe to make his 
preparation for a Journey to Sedan. In this expedition che Duke 
of Eſpernon , whom the King began now much betcer to reliſh, 
and whoſe admirable care, and vigilancy, upon all occaſions, gave 
his Majeſty infinite ſatisfaction, had the command of the Vant- 

Guard committed to him, and had matters proceeded co the ne- 
cellity 
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I ee on 


1606. 
WWW 


Anno ceſlity of a Siege, was deſign;d for one of the moſt important = 


Quarters againſt the Town : butthe Duke of Bojillon having ar 
laſt ſhut himſelf up in the place, and not willing to pull upon 
himſelf che utmoſt effets of the King's indignation, had recourſe 
to his mercy ; and by his ſubmiſſions, rogether with the Queens 
interceſſion ( who ordinarily accompanied the King in all his 


| Motions) obtain'd of his Majeſty an indempaity for all things 


paſt, uponthe moſt favourable terms he could himſelf expe, 
or deſire, Whereupon he recciv'd the King into the City the ſe- 
venth of April 1606. with a Garriſon of 300. men, which by the 
condition of the Accommodation were to remain four years in 


| the Caſtle, during which time his Majeſty would make tryal of 


Anno 
1607. 


this new Convert's perſeverance in his duty : bur that long ſpace 
was, by his Majeſtics favour,reduc'd to a few months, the bounty 
of this generous Prince ever contracting the term of mens dil- 
graces ; his diſpleaſure being ſhore liv'd, and of no continuance , 
bur his noble nature being ever conſtant to oblige all his Sub- 
jects. | 
Though the following year was pals'd over without any di- 


| ſturbance in the Kingdom, yetdid his Majeſties Name, and Re- 
puration give him opportunity, and by his Authority, Power, to 


compoſeone of the moſt dangerous differences , that could poſ- 
ſibly have hapned amongſt Chriſtian Princes , and .that was the 
falling out berwixt the Pope Paul the V. and the Republick of 
Fenice : adiſorder, that had it not in time been taken up , would 
infallibly have involv'd all Chriſtendom in the Quarrel , and it is 
infini cly to be fcar'd,, have given the Turk opportunity in ſo 

reat a confuſion to have made a formidable advance into the ve- 
ry heart of Europe. A danger that his Majeſty (than whom none 
was clearer ſighted) very well foreſaw , and (retaining a grateful 
memory of the obligations he had recciv'd, both from the Holy 
Sea, and that Republick at his advancement to the Crown)as ſoon 
undertook to interpole betwixt thoſe two powerful adverſaries. 
The buſineſs was carried on by the mediation of the Cardinal de 


 Joyeuſeand Cardinal Perron ; wherein the one, and the other pro- 


ceeding according to his Majeſties wiſe direction, their endeavours 
wereat laſt crown'd with ſucceſs , and all things concluded to the 
ſaisfaQtion of both parties, but chiefly to the Honour of France ; 
which now appear'd to be the Arbiter of all che Eſtates of Eu- 
rope. Andindeed in thoſe times all things in a manner were 
{way'd by his Majeſties will; his deſire being almoſt a rule to all 
Princes in all Aﬀairs: Neither was there in the whole world a 
Kingdom to be found more glorious, more flouriſhing, or more 


happy, 


) 
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happy,than that of France during the Reign of chis mighryPrince. Awe 
Yer could not all this reputation abroad ſecure him from affli- 1660p. 
ions arhome ; neither could hisgrearnels and bounty exempe Yu 


hirg. from the power of Death ; who firſt exerciſing his cruelry 
upon ſomeof his Family, diſcharg's in the end his whole rage 
and fury upon his own perſon. The precedent year had raviſh'd 
from bim one of the Princes his Children,and this depriv'd him 


of the Duke of Montpenfier his Couſin, a Prince for whom his The dexth 


Majeſty; had as greata kindneſs, as for any whatſoever of his 


for his death : bur the Duke of B/pernon was afflicted beyond all 
exprefſion.I bayc already given an-accompt of the Alliance berwixt 
theſe two, and of the particular Friendſhip that Alliance begot, 
I ſhallnow further ſay; they were inſeparable in their converſari- 
on, th&ir Intereſts went ever hand-in hand with one another, aud 
ir- wil} be hard ro$nd a Friendſhip-ſo pure, and conſtant berwixe 
wwo private perfons, as they ever preſerved entire, in the corru- 
ptions and revolutions of the Court. Neither could the friend- 
thip of:aPrince of his extra&tion and vertue be otherwiſe than 
of great importance tothe Duke, whole proſperity and adyance- 
menc:had procur'd him ſo much envy, and conſequently ſo many 
enemies : yet was he conſtrain'd co ſubmit to the inevitable ne- 
cellity of death, and co bear with patience aloſs for which there 
was'no other remedy. | 

This accident was yet follow'd by another the enſuing year , at 
which the Duke was almoſt equally affi&ted: Pere Ange de Foyeuſe, 
Pather-in-law to the Duke of Montpenſter, had been return'd into 
che Order'of Fathers Capuchins from the year 1599. from which 
timehe had continued in the auſterity of his Canon with ſo great 
zeal and ſan&iry, that he was become a preſident of Vertue, and 
Holy Living to all the Religious Men of his Order : Yer did 
he not (when returning to the obſervation of his Vow, hethrew 
off all worldly vanities, and deſires) banifh from his breaſt thoſe 
rruc afte&ions which Nature and Reaſon had planted in his heart: 


but on the contrary had ever in his greateſt retirement cheriſh'd 


che Duke's friendſhip, as if he had been his true Brother in Blood, 
as he was in Alliance and Aﬀection. Neither was the Duke on 
his part-leſs ſedulous to improve ſo vertuous an Intereſt , ever ho- 
nouring, and loving him, cven in his penitential Sack-cloath , ac 
as high a-rate, as when ke liv'd-in the greateſt Luſtre, in themoſt 
honourable ' employments , and applying himſelf with greater 
diligence to the Intereſts of his Houſe, and to the advancement of 
his Daughter, than when he himlelf liv'd upon the great Thearre 


of 


of the Duke 
j h ; of Montp:n- 
Blood; as he made appear by: the true ſorrow he manifeſted jr. 


Anno 


1608. 
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Anno of the buſie world : ſo that in different capacities of living, their 

1608. friendſhip continued ſtill one, and the ſame, till dearh cameo cur 
+> the knot, which alone had power todiflolye it. This Holy man 
of Pere An- died at Rivoly in Piedmont, in his return from Rome , in great repu- 
ge 4 frenſe ration of Sanity and Vertue, which has ſince by time been made 


he Duk c 
Bromer. More, manifeſt to all. 


in-law. The following year affords ſo lictle conſiderable to be ſaid of 
Anno the Duke of Eſpernon in particular (the Court being at this time 


1609. wrap'din ſo great a calm and ſecurity, thatthereis nothing of mo- 
ment to. be reported of any ſavethe King himfelf) chat ic might 
well enough bepaſs'dover in-filence : But having hitherto found 
out ſomething or other to record in the foregoing years , I had ra- 
cher travel, not out of my ſubje& only, but allo our of the af- 
fairs. of the Kingdom, than to omit the molt glorious proof his 
Majeſty.could poſſibly give of his Authority with all the Princes, 
and States of Chriſtendom in the concluſion. of the Truce be- 

twixtthe Crown of Spain, and the States of the United - Pro- 
vinces. 

| This great affair had been fruitleſly propos'd almoſt from the 

very firſt buſtle of Arms in that Country; ncither had endea- 

yours been wanting even inthe heat of the moſt bloody executi- 

ons (that the fury >, War has perhaps produc'd in any partof Eu- 

rope) for the effeRing of ſo good a work, , Treaties of Accom- 

modation having every year, during thoſe troubles been conſtantly 

by ſome or other ſer on foot : but the animoſity of Fa&tions, the 

difference of Religions, and the varicty of Events, that bad ever 

kept Aﬀairs on both ſides as ir were in-equal balance , had ſo ex- 

aſperated the minds of men, that ſcarce any propoſition of Peace 

| would beendur'd. A work, it ſeems, relery d to be an additional 

The Truce Ray tothe King's Glory, whole _ only could cut the knot 


_— F of all thoſe difficulties. Spain had great need of Peace, which ha- 


. Zilng Vingoften, without intereſſing the King in the Aﬀair , ſought 


concluded jn yain , he was in fine conſtrain'd to apply himſelf to him 
<A me- to procure it, and wholly to ſubmit all things to his Arbitration. 
dition. A task the King (very well ſatisfied with ſo high, and publick an 
acknowledgment of his power) as readily undertook , and to 

that purpoſe diſpatch'd away Preſident Janin , and the Sieur de 
Rsiſy,-ro manage the Work: by whoſe prudent conduR, forti- 

fied by their Maſters Repuration, they effeRed that by the weight 

of Authority, which -perhaps their dexterity (how great ſoever) 

without great labour and expence of much time, could not other- 

wile have bronght to pals. So that things were reduc'd to the 

point the parties concern'd could themſelves deſire ; from 

| whence 
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whence followed an univerſal Peace amongſt all Chriſtian 
Princes. 

[c was into this.tranquille condition, that the Aﬀairs of Europe 
were firſt to be wrought, beforc the King could begin to form it 
into the new mould he had long deſign'd; for this great Prince, 
bern- to reconcile. Monarchy and Juſtice , being unable to en- 
dure the proud Authority, with which the Crown of Spain lor- 
ded it over all her Neighbours,and more impatient that by the ex- 

anſion of his Empire the Spaniard ſhould reap advantages, 
which he conceiv'd were morejuſtly due to his Birth, and Valour; 
he reſolv'd toclip the wings ot this ſoaring greatneſs, to make 
him give back thoſcT erritorics he uſurp'd from his Neighbours,to 
teſtorethe Republicks their ancient liberty , and finally to reduce 
his power to the limits of his primitive poſſeſſion. This in ſhort 
is all that can be ſaid of the King's deſigns , and all that ſuch as 
conceiv'd they penetrated deepeſt into his moſt private thoughts, 
could poſhbly divine, it being moſt certairi that he diſcover'd the 
bottom of his deſign to none, which had it been communicated 
to any, the Duke of Eſpernon would doubtleſs in this conjunRure 
bave participated of the truſt: bur as this great Prince would ex- 
ecuteall things in his own perſon, ſo did he here reſerve to him- 
ſelf the ſecret of his reſolutions ; inſomuch that though his Ar- 
my was all ready drawn into the Field, that he himſelf was imme- 
diately to come up to them, and that in all probability there would 
be ſudden aftion ; yet durſt no one venture poſitively to determine 
whither that preparation was dire&ted, 'or who was to feel the firſt 
edge of his Arms : neither ſhall | preſume co deliver theſe conje- 
Etures for truth, nor ſuffer my curioſity to tranſgreſs the bounds 
this mighty Prince in his wiſdom preſcrib'd even to the moſt 
faithful Miniſters of his Kingdom. 

This brave and laudable ambition having long poſlels'd his 
generous heart, he had from the firſt Idea of his defign wiſely laid 
up for the means to effe&t it, that ir might ſucceed to his glory : 
and to that end, from the time peace was firſt ſettled in his King- 
dom, had been gathering, and had naw got together a prodigious 
Trealure : His Artillery and Ammunitions were all ready, and in 
equipage fir to execute his vaſtdeligns. France was able to furniſh 
him with an infinite number of old Souldiers ; neither, inthe 
fair weather he had been ſo ſolicicous to maintain at home , had 
he forgot to take a particular care of breeding ſo many brave Ca- 
ptains, and good Souldiers in the Low-Country-Wars , as were 
lufficient, ina very ſhort time, to bring ſuch raw men as ſhould 
be rais'd, into very good diſcipline. Belides the Forces of his own 

K k King- 
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' Anno Kingdom, he had made a League with all the neighbouting Prin-' 
1610, 


ces : The Duke of Savoy, the Republick of Yenice, the Duke of 


LY Florence, and almoſtall the Princes of Italy, the Prince of Orange, 


and moſt of the Princes of Germany, with the Hanſe-Towns of 


_ the Empire wereengag'd to joyn with him: And the King of 


England had made great preparation in favour of his deſigns ; fo 
that in all apparence, what, and how great ſoever theſe deſigns 
might be, rhey were very likely to ſucceed. 

Nothing then being __— bur a pretenſe to give colour to 
his ation, the death of the Dukes of Cl#ves , ſoon fupply'd him 
with one as good as he could deſire; for after his death , the ſuc- 


_ ceſſionto his Dukedom being pretended to by all his Brothers- 


in-law, who were five, the Marquis of Brandebourg , the Duke of 
Nowbourg, the Count Palatine, the Duke of Deux Ponts, and the 
Marquis of Burgau , all theſe Princes agreed to appeal to the 
King, and to ſtand to his Arbitration: but whilſt they were plead- 
ing their titles in the Court of France, the Emperour (pretending 
all vacaiit JuriſdiQions to be Fiets of the Empire, and that for 
want of Heirs Males, he had right to ſeize them in truſt) had 
there eſtabliſh'd the Arch-Duke Leopold his Coultn, as his Deputy 


\ © and Governour, for, and under him : in order to which delega- 


Forces, poſleſs'd himlelt of che be 


tion the Arch-Duke had already, by the afliſtance of the Auſtrian 

t part of the Dutchy by the ta- 
king of fuliers ; notwithſtanding that the King had publickly de- 
clar'd, hedefir'd things might remain ſuſpended, cl every man's 
Title was examin'd, and the true Heir could be known. And this 
was in effect, all che reaſon could be given for this mighty prepa- 
ration, though an Army confaſting of forty thouſand French Foot, 
ten thouſand Swiſſe, ten thouſand Horſe, and fifty pieces of Can» 
non, with their Equipage ; together with the Leavies the confe- 
derate Princes were till, on all hands preparing to joyn with him, 
giving all the world to underſtand, that ſo great Forces were de- 
fign'd for ſome other end, than only for the Accommodation of a 
particular Quarrel, all men were in ſuſpenle, and in great expe- 


- tation of what the event would be. 


The Army then being in the Field, and the King ready to de- 
part from Paris, his Majeſty would yer firſt take ſo good order to 
ſecure the interior Peace of his Kingdom , that he might nor, 
when ar a preat diſtance, and in the heat of his Enterprizes, be 
call'd back by Domeſtick troubles : A conſideration that made 
him determine to devolve his Royal Power to the Queen, and to 
cauſe her to be declar'd Regent in hisabſence,; and knowing that 
how good loever her intentions were, and how ſincere ſoever her 

admi- 
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adminiſtration might be; yer that the ſovercign Authority he Ano 
left her1nveſted withal, would require the Fidelicy, Courage, and 16109; 
Prudenge of: lome great and experienc'd Miniſter to ſupport it, he WW 
caltbis eye upon che Duke of Eſpernon, to conter vpon him that 

great \Fruſt and Honour. Inthis reſolution therefore, having one 

day call'd for the Duke, and cauſing himto.come into his Cloſer, 
wheze he was then with the Queen alone; the Duke was not a 

liccle, lurpriz'd atthe favourable, and ebliging. CharaQter , his Ma- 

zeſty, was then pleas'd to give of him to the Queen , on ſo unex- 

pected an occaſion. Herold her, ** That being uponthe point to 

<*.g0 pfit of che Kingdom, the Government whereof he had, du- 
«ring his abſence, committed to her care, he had confider'd how 

* neceſſary, it would be for her to have a faithful Servant about her 

<« perſon, uponall occurrences that might happen, and, in occa- 
© ſions; where the modeſty of her Sex would nor permit her to a&t 
in her pwn perſon, to be aſliſting to her with his Wiſaom, ,and 

* Valogur,: : That having to that end ſeverally weigh'd the abili- 
© ries of all the chief Officers of his Crown, he had found none, 
*;n,whom the qualitics necefſary for ſo great an employment, 
© erg, more eminent than inthe perſon of the Duke of * Eſper- *De Serve 
< xon.there preſent : That having had a long experience k his '— hn 
PS ae 65 = 
| Ego Widen, and Valour, he had determin'd to deprive ded leave 
© himſelt of his Service, though infinitely neceſſary to him inthe fe Conte- 
cc . "on . » an 
** proſecution of his deſigns, and to ſend him back to her upon Chancellor 
*che ui oy of his Arms. That ſhe might repoſe an entire and © bar 
. T FS uo : cruſt. 
* perfe&conhidence, in him, as be himſelf alſo did, who knew 

* him tobe a man of approv'd Fidelity, and Honour : That he 
* was;going to execute deſigns , wherein: he was likely to meet 
* with ; many. difficulties, and perhaps ſome danger ; but that 

* whatever ſhould.happen, he deſir'd her to reſt ſecure in the 
** Duke's vigilancy, and carc, for which he would undertake both 

*to himſelf andto her. After which, turning to the Duke, he 
told him, ** Thar he did not require from him any confirmation 
©* by new promiſes;: of choſe things whereof he had aſſur'd the 
* Queen in his bchalf : Thar he had had ſo many proofs of bis 
& Vettue, in the integrity of his former Aions, it was not now 
*tobe ſuſpected, that he conjur'd him by the efteem, and affecti- 
*on he had for him,to juſtifie his expe&ation,to ſerve the Queen, 

* and the Princes his Children , with the (amc- Fidelity. he had 

** ſery'd him, and to, promiſe to himſelf for his reward , all the 
& .cknowled emenr. he could realonably cxpe& from a grateful 
* Prinice, ny 2 good Maſter. The Duke a lutle out of counte- 
*nancc at whatthe King had ſaid in his favour, made anſwer in 
Ow | Kk 2 few 
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few words, © That he did humbly acknowledge his obligation to 
* his Majeſty for ſo high a Character,and for the unexpeRed Ho- 
<« nour he was pleas'd to confer upon him, which in thenature of 
&« jt was far above all others, he hadrill then receiv'd from.his Roy- 
£ al bony ; and that if he had athouſand lives he would 'wil- 
« lingly lay them all at his feet ro-expreſs his gratitude for ſo ſignal 
& 4 favour: That hedid humbly belſcech their Majeſties to retain 
© that favourable opinion of him, -and to conclude him the moſt 
* unworthy of all cheir Subje&ts, and the worſt of all men, if 
© heever fail'd in the leaſt part of his Duty. Bp DSJo 

A ſter this the King told him he could not leave bim at'*pteſenc 
with the Queen, having occaſionfor him to'command the Vant- 

' Guardof his Army, till the Prince of Oranye ſhould came up to 
him, for whom he had reſerv'd that employmient. A thing the 
Duke knew before,as alſo that the King intended him the honour 
of that important command in the meantime: But the'dleAion of 
his perſon in thar great employment of fitting atthe Helm did 
not a little diſpleaſe, and increaſe the envy of many of the greateſt 
menot theKingdom, who had' long look'd: a {quint upeh'the 
Duke's Proſperity and Favour ; though his Mery, having'ma- 
turely,and upon very good grounds proceeded to t cchoſte” was 
not for any conſideration, or by any arguments whatſogyer to be 
diflwaded from'that reſ@jution. FIG) Hot 

I kacw not how ſome, who envy the Duke's name , and me- 
mory, may-entertain a relation ſo much to his advantage ; though 
were I put to-prove the truth of- what | report ; 1 could bring a 
great many perſons of Honour , and Quality to arteſt it; the 
Queen Mother,in the firſt Letter ſhe writ to the King after her eſ- 
cape from Blows, makes particular mention of it, than whom no 
one could be better inform'd in this Aﬀair , and has alſo ſeveral 
times ſince declar'd by werd of mouth, what ſhe then. publiſh'd 
in writing: neither was ita ſecret at that time, no more than I 
hope it will be ſuſpected in this, where ſo many perſons are living 
ot Reputation enough to give it Authority, 'ſhould it be contra- 
died by any, who perhaps are not ſo well inform'd. 

The King having, as has been ſaid, taken order to ſecure all 
things that were likely in his abſence , to diſturb the peace of his 
Kingdom, prepar'd himſelf to be gone : The Queen had been 
Crown'd at St. Dennis the thirteenth of May , and her entry into 
Pars was defign'd to have been, on Sunday the ſixteenth, and on 
the ſeventcenth his Majeſty intended, without further delay, to ſet, 
out towards the Army. Nothing was now to be ſeen in Paris, 
bur great preparations of joy , and triumph, to honour the re- 

: | maining 
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maining Ceremony of the Queens Coronation; nothing but de- Amns 
monſtrarions-of che Kings Magnificence , and of the felicity of 1619. 
kys Reign,! himſelf being moſtdiligent in giving the Orders ne- &VW 
ceflary tor the ſtate of 'thar Sokemnity ; when this Great and Hlu- 
Mtrious Prifive, the terror of his Enemies, and the love and delight 
of his-people;- going abroad upon the fourteenth of the ſame 
mwoncs:toview the preparation of rhoſe Magnificences, was in 
atop he:an@upon the way inthe ſtreet de la Ferronnerie, by Saihr 
danocents (harch, with three ſtabs of a Villain's Knife , laid dead dn 
in his Coach." The-Duke of Eſpernon had the honour to be ſeared Trad _ 
by-che King: 4 the hinder pare of the Coach; upon whom his 
Majefly was keaningto whiſper ſomething in his car ; the Duke 
of: Moibago#,” with'the Mareſchal dela Pardin, was in one of the 
Boots; 'F-arid' other perſons of great Quality took up the reſt: at * Whowere 
the fir ſtabs the Kingſeried out; lam hurt, atwhich-the Duke of 152% 
Efperindi; who ſaw the nextblow coming, holding up his arm to 7ulewre, 
divert; receiv'd part of it in the ſleeve of his Doubler, that was | ns —_ 
ftrookithrowgh, though the King's Deſtinywould- not ſuffer him the $icur te 
to! receiveit/all; nor pertnir, that at theperil of his own life, he _ 
ſhould ſave thar of his Maſter, as with all his ſoul he would have Mortal de 
done. >Fhi&curſed Patricide proceeded yet toa third ſtab, of which On 
therwolaſt were mortal , and withthe ſecond the King tumbled apa 
dead upon the Duke, who receividhim in his Arms , his blood miſtake che | 
boiling _—_ quantities out of Hixmouth.' After this &cecrable j,f2 
a&checurled Allaſſinte was foan diſcover'd,againſt whota thoſe receiv'd the 
who-atrended the King, and amongſt them Saint Michel, one of 2h inthe | 
his Gentlemen in ordinary, prompted by a jtiſt fury, had already of tis 
drawnhis Sword to diſpatch him ;* when the Duke, calling to 29*b1-t 
mind; -h6w much thoſe Gentlemen had been condemn'd who 
killd Faques. (lement upon the Murther of Henry the III. by 
whoſe imprudent zeal a further diſcovery from the wretches own 
mouth of the Authors of that abominable Treaſon, was preven- 
ted, hecried outro Saint Michel, and to the Footmen , who had 
drawn their Swordsto the ſame purpoſe, to hold, and upon pain 
of death-not to kill him , but only to ſeize kis perſon , that he - 
might be deliver'd into the hands of Juſtice. A caution that ſerv'd ' 
not a little co the vindication of an infinite number of worthy 
men; o9-whom, withour all doubt, the various Factions that at- | 
ter broke out in the Kingdom, would according to their ſeveral 
Animolicies, have laid the blame of that deteſted Fa, to ſerve 
for apretenfeco their InſurreAtion. The Duke having giventhis | 

order,.commanded the Coach-man to turn back to the Louvre, 
and having ſpied in the King's Train, the Marquis de AO 

is 
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Anns his particular Friend and Servant, he intreated. him togo-before, 
1610. and from him to command the Foot Companies that were upon 
WY the Guard before the Louvre, to Rand immediately to their Arms, 
and to ſecureall the Gates, to prevent any, diſorder in; the King's 
Houlhold : In the execution of which command, -andlie che di: 
ſragion the ſight, of ſo horrid , and'ſo' unexpeRted)! an; accident | 

might reaſonably pur him into, Monferraut-met the Ghantellour 

de Sillery, chen going ro Council in the Lowpre ; who: akwng him 

the reaſon of that hurly burly , and of the: Souldiers.ryaming; «> 

their Arms, Monferrant told. him the King was | deadi;:.at)which 

the Chancellour amaz'd, and in ſuſpenſe how to enTgS 

ing him by the arm, and ſaying how's that Maunſient :d6; Honfer: 
rant! do youknow whatyou ſay ? the Coach arriy'd.ywich the 

| Curtains drawn, gut of which the King\without any motion was 
carried up in a Cloak, and laid upon the Bedi his Wardrobe, ../; 

The Duke The Duke, after he had paid this laſt Ofhee to his dead Maſtes, 
2 yhrly though ſurpriz'd to the degree may be imagin'd at ſotragical.an 
Ggnal fr” accident, was. not long nevertheleſs, before he recolleRed himſelf, 
State after. when conſidering that che greateſt teſtimony he could; piye of his 
v5 p28 o, gratitude to his dead Prince, wasto ſervethoſe he had lefe; to. ſuct 
ceed him, he began,co pay the Queen thoſe ſervices, -hehad bur 'a 
| fewdays before in che King's Cloſer engag'd himlelF-to: perform , 
though the Orders he there. geceiv'd were not intended,to have 

beeq executed ſo ſoon, nor, upon lo fatal an-occaſien. The rumaut 
of the King's death had already {pread it ſelf, not only throughout 
-che Louvre, bur allq over all Pars; at which the Queen; being 
beyondall imagination afflited, and diflolving her {df into tears, 
without any other thought, chan how to humour, and ſatisfic her 
own griet ; the Dyke of Eſpernon came into'/her Chamber, and 
after ſome exprefſions of ſorrow, which as a true Frenchman, a 
good Subject, and an oblig'd Servant he could not forbear fox the 
loſs of ſo good a Maſter, he theretold her; © Thathe did not 
*cometo her Majcſty in hope to ſtop the current. of: hex; tears; 
* the cauſe of her ſorrow being too great to admit of any: preſeac 
* conſolation ; but that ſhe would ever haye leiſure. enough to - 
* weep, when perhaps ſhe might not always have opportunity to 
* provide for the Fortune of her Children, and the Safety of the 
* Kingdom, which in effe& were one, and the ſamething;: That 
_ "© her Majeſty might better judge than any , what envy the King's 
« proſperity had drawn upon him, from all the neighbouring 

* Princes;and how much it was to be fear'dieſt his own Servants, 

* no longer now reſtrain'd by the preſence of this great Prince, 
** might in hope of novelty be debauch'd from their duty, if m_ 

| | g00 
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good, and prudent order , for the ſertlement of Aﬀairs, were Anns 
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* not ſuddenly taken : Thar to keep things in the quiet one 1610. 


© they then were, her Majeſty muſt ſpeedily, and in the fir 
* ſecure the Domeſtick Peace of the Kingdom , by continuing 
<« Paris in the ſerenity, and calm of obedience, it then was : Thar 
*the ſingle ſtrength of the Kingdom, if united, and in good intel- 
« ljgence within ir (elf, was of ir ſelf ſufficient to fruſtrate the de- 
« ſigns of any that ſhould attempt any thing againſt the Crown 
« ot France: That for his own part, who had taken upon him 
* the boldneſs to give her Majeſty this firſt advice , he there from 
© his heart made her ari humble render of his Life, his Forcune, 
& and his Friends to do her Service ; that therefore ſhe was only 
*to command, what ſhe would pleaſe ſhould be done, and that 
© he would periſh , or cauſe her Royal will to be obey'd. The 
Queen awak'd by ſo prudent a Counſel, and fortified by the re- 
« ſolution of ſo generous, and ſo conſiderable a Subje&,told him : 
© That ſhe wholly reſerr'd all things to his Vigilancy, and Con- 
* duct, to be order'd, as he ſhould in his wiſdom think moſt fir , 
© wherein ſhe recommended to his Fidelity, the care of her Chil- 
©: dren, much more than any concern of her own, and that ſhe 
* ſhould reſt very well ſatisfied with whatever he ſhould do, 
© knowing as ſhe very well did, his prudence, and affe&tion to be 
< equally ſogreat, that nothing was to be added to them. 

The Duke without loſing more time , went inamediately out 
of the Louvre, where the firſt thing he did in order tothe Queens 
commands, was to bid the Officers of the Regiment of Guards, 
ro put their men ſuddenly into Arms. This great body conſiſting 
of four thouſand effeive men, and thoſe of the beſt, and the beſt 


Diſciplin'd in Europe, did not a little awe the Parifians, from 


Jeaping overthe bounds of their Duty : a ftrength thar as it was 
abſolutely at the Duke's command, ſo did he upon this occaſion 
know {q well, how to diſpole it into the moſt convenient Quar- 


ters of the Town, that without all doubt, it was by vertue of thoſe: 


Forces, he ſecur'd the peace of that Seditious City , and kept the 
multitude from tumulr and infurre&ion. Arquien, whom (as has 
been ſaid) the King had put into the (ittadel of Metz, in the year 
1604. was Lieutenant Colonel to the Regiment of Guards, and 
conſequently in the abſence of Crequy, who was Camp-Maſter 
to the ſaid Regiment (and who was already gone. up to the Ar- 
my, with the greateſt part of the Nobility of the Court) was un- 
der the Authority of the Duke to command it. Him therefore 
the Duke ſpeedily ſent for to have given him orders, but he was 
no where to be found ; for from the inſtant that the King's death 
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was certain, imagining the Duke would infallibly take the ad- 
vantage of thetime, and his own Authority,to remove him from 


LD Metz, he had taken poſt to put himſelf into the (itradel, hoping 


What ways 
rhe Duke 
proceeded 
intocauſe 
rhe Ouneen 
Mn ro 
he declir'd 


Repenr. 


there he ſhould be able ro maintain his ground : But the Duke 
who in the care of publick affairs , did nor altogether negle& his 
own, which his Aﬀe&tion and Fidelity to the Crown , rendred 
one, andthe ſame with the other ,Judged by Arquiens abſence 
what his defign might be, diſpatch'd Mun de Sarlabouft Captain 
ro one of the Companies of the Guards, immediately after him, 
if -poſſibleto prevent him, or at leaſt co follow him ſo cloſe , that 
he mightarrive at Metz, before 4rquien could have time to pra- 
Riceany thing to his diſadvantage. The Duke had in Metz, , be- 


-ſides the ordinary Garriſon of cight Companies (of which he had 


compos da Regiment, call'd the Old Garriſon). rwo Companies 
of the Regiment of Guards commanded by Tilladet , and Fromi- 
gieres, ſince Grand Prior of Tholouze ; all which were fo abſolute- 
ly at his devotion, and their Captains ſo.link'd to his Intereſts, 
their Fortunes wholly depending upon his Favour , as they had 
been rais'd by his bounty, that not a man of them but was ready 
upon all occaſions to beabſolutely commanded by him. To this 
he was confident of the Inhabitants good affeCtion towards him, 
who by the moderation of his Government, and by the protedion 
with which he had ſhelrred them from Sobole's Inſolence , were: 
wholly acquir'd unto him : which intereſts, joyn'd together,made 
the Duke confident he ſhould not want Forces ſufficient to hinder 
Arquien from being recciv'd into the Cittadel, if Mun could get 
thither before him ; orecven there to force him, ſhould he happen 
ro pur himſelf into it, before his Orders could arrive- And indeed 
all things ſucceeded to his deſire, as ſhall in irs due place be de- 
clar'd. But we muſt firſt return to Pars, which at this time was 
the Scene of the moſt, and the moſt important Afﬀairs. 

The Regiment of Guards being in the abſence of Arquien 
drawn together by Saint Coulombe, the eldeſt Captain , the Duke 
ſent them order to advance; which being done, he appointed 
part thereof for the Guard of the Louyre , with the Regiment of | 
Swiſſe which he (extending the Authority the. Queen had given 
him, as French Guards over that Nation alſo) had likewiſe com- 


' manded into Arms : The other part wete diſpos'd upon the Pont- 


_ *Or Lord 
Mayor of 
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x Sheriffs 
* Or Guild 


Hal" 


Neuf towards la riie Dauphine, and upon the principal avenues that 
lead to the Convent des Auguſtins. He further intreated Mounſienr de 
Liancourt Governour of Pars ſpeedily to aflemble the ®* Prevoſi 
des Marchands, and the * Eſchevins in the * Hoſtel de Ville offering 
him witk.al a ſufficient Guard to ſecure them ; as accordingly he 

ſent 


mand of Captain Dneizet who remain'd there two days together | 1610, 
upon Dury. Theſe Orders being given, the Duke himſelf monun- CV 
ted on: Horſeback, went towards the Pont-Neuf to goto the Cloi- 
ſire Noſire dame, there to confer with Preſident Seguier , wichour + 
whole advice he reloly'd to proceed no further. This man whoſe in- 
regrity,judgment, and affection, the Duke had in equaleſteem, had 
ever even in thetime of his. Favour,and in the greateſt difficulties of 
his Aﬀairs,becn with his Counſel aſſiſting co him, neither didr he 
Duke at this time, or ſince, reſolve almoſt upon any thing (whe- 
ther of general, or particular concern) withoue firſt :communi- 
cating the buſineſs to him, and conſulting his Advice. There was 
atthis time none of the Princes of the Blood at Court, tor the 
Prince of Conde had ſome time before the King's death retir'd in- 
to Flanders, and was at this time ar Milan ; and the (ount de Soiſe 
ſons was at his houſe at ( hampigny ; ſo that no body being at Court 
conſiderable enough te make a party, the Duke ar his going our 
of the Louvre, found almoſtallthe Lords, and Gentlemen, who 
were then in Paris (and whom the luddenneſs and great concern 
of that bloody Accident had aflembled rogether)ar the Gate ready . 
ro attend: him. 

Being upon the way. with this great Train, he had not gone 
far before he met with the Duke of Gaiſe, whom he found alſo 
very well accompanied, though with a Train far inferiour to his 
own. Theſe two Dukes, nor their Families , were not as yet fo 
well unitcd (the paternal hatred having been rather fomented by 
the quarrels the Duke had lately had with both che Sons, notwith- 
ſtanding his Majeſties endeavour to reconcile chem) but that 
there was greater expectation this meeting ſhould beger ſome new 
diſorder, than that men ſo diſunited berwixt themſelves ſhould 
concur ſo ſuddenly , and happily in the publick Service, inſo- 
much that their followers on both ſides ſcem'd only co, expe a 
ſignal from. their Leaders to fall ro blows : when the Duke of d; 
Guiſe, having with grear civility ſaluted the Duke, ask'd bim how 
that ſad misfortune had hapned? ro whom the Duke in ſhort re- 
lated the manner of the King's death, with whathad after pals'd 
betwixt the Queen and him, and the Order he was by her Maje- 
ſties Command going to take to prevent any cumulc in che City : 
Whercupon the Duke of Guiſe asking him, if there were not 
ſomething for him to doin the Queens Service allo? the Duke 
reply'd, © Thar ſince he ask'd his advice, he conceiv'd he mighc 
**do both the Queen and the Kingdom a (ignal Service, by only 
 ſhewing himſelf in the ſtreers of Paris : Thar the peopleaw'd 
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cc within their duty, by the preſence of a man of his condirion, 
* would bcleſs apt to be ſeduc'd into commotion , and that by 
© the calm which would by that means be prelerv'd in the City, 


* they might doubtleſs more effeually proceed to the eftabliſh- 
<< ment of ſuch good orders, as would for the future ſecure the 
© Beace of the whole Kingdom. A counſel the Duke of Guiſe as 


Tte Duke 


goes to the 


Hoſtel de 
Ville: 


readily follow'd, and the good Fortune of France, having upon 
the inſtant extinguiſhed all particular Animohities , berwixt theſe 
ewo great Perſons, ſoasto make them , beyond all expectation, 
joyn in the common Service of the Stare. This happy union, 
and concurrence was of no little importance to the conſervation 
of the Peace in that mutinous City. The Duke after continued 
his way to the Preſident's Houſe, ro whom having communica- 
ted his deſigns, he found them to be generally approv'd by him 
inſomuch thar before they parted it was concluded berwixt them, 
that that very day, and as ſoon as it was poſlible , the Parliament - 
ſhould be intreated to Aﬀſemble: rhe management of which be- 
ing undertaken by the Preſident, the Duke went in the mean time 
to provide for the reſt. SLIS 

He began with the Hotel de 7ille , where having found the 
Prevoſt des Marchands, the Eſchevins , and Burgeſſes met together, 


after he had firft given them an accompt in brief of the ſad Acci- 


dent had hapned, heprocecded to exhort them , To confirm to 
* his Majeſties Succeſlors the Love and Obedience they had paid 
* tohim during his happy Reign. He told them that by perleve- 
*ringintheir Duty , they might ſecure their own Lives, and 
Eſtates, which would otherwile be certainly expos'd to the vio- 
*f lence and licence of Seditious men : That the leaſt diſorder of 
* this nature,chat ſhould happen in the City, would put the whole 
* Kingdom into Confuſion : That he therefore intreated them to 
*cauſcall their Gates to be ſhut, to the end that no one might be 
* permitted, cither togo out, or to come in, who were either 
* thought ablc, or likely, co breed any diſturbance in the publick 
© peacc, to give order to the Captains of the Train'd-Bands to 
* have their Companies in readineſs upon any occaſion might 
* happen, and to walk themſelves the round of the City , the ber- 
*rer by their Preſence and Authority to keep every one in his Du- 
*ty. He further gave them notice, that he had already caus'd the 
**Regimentof Guards both French, and Swiſſe, to ſtand to their 
* Arms, on purpoſe to ſuppreſs thoſe who ſhould firſt make 
** che leaſt ſhew of Inſurre&ion; bur that he hop'd their wiſdoms 
** would prevent a confuſion, which would not ſo cafily be com- 
**pos'd, it oncegrown toa head, as it mightbe ſuppreſs'd in the 

. \ begin- 
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© beginning.' A-Rermonſtrance , that, being deliver'd with great 
plainne(s, and vigour, wrought ſo good an effe&, chat.allthe Ma- 
oiſtrates nnakialea/ly.cngng 
the conſervationof the pub 

which, was none of ;the weakeſt links thatcurb'd the head-ſtrong 


* 


multicude of chat unruly City. | 


d'to do their 'urmoſt cndeayours for- 
ick Peace3 as they accordingly did : 


Fromthe Hoſtel de Yille, che Duke went to the Auguſtins, where The Duke 


that Seſſjon of Parliament had by the King been appointed to be 
kept ;' the Palace haying been before furniſh'd , for the Ceremo- 
ny of the Queens Coronation, and where hy thediligence of Pre- 
ſident Segnie7 ,- be found them. already Aſſembled. -The Regji- 
ment of Guards had already poſlels'd themlelyes of the Pone-Neuf, 
and ſtood in order all along the Riie Dawphine , to guard, 'ac- 
cordingto the Duke's command, all the paſſes round, about the 
Convent:des Auguitins ; a precaution, whick though by the Duke 
meerly intended for the Parliaments ſecurity. , was: nevertheleſs 
miſinterpreted by ſome to be. rather defign'd-to compel them to 
executc his own particular Counſels, cthanthat every man at greas 
ter Jiberty might havefrecdom to deliver his own Opinion ; nei- 
ther were the moſt prudent, and beſt diſpos'd, ſorry (as has beere 
ſaid) that the world ſhould concciye there was! ſome neceſlity up- 
on them of a ſpeedy reſolution. in the preſent junure of Aﬀairs ; 
foraſmuch alſo as ſome, who were prepolle(s dintheir judgments, 
would be oblig'd to concur with them, and diſappointed, cicher 
from oppoling,or deferringito declare the Queen Mother Regent 
during the King's Minority, which was the only thing then co be 
debated. ys > 2 JO 3% 

The Duke being come into the Hall where the Parliament 
was {et with his Swordin his:/hand, chough-not drawn, and in 
ſome diſorder both in his Cloaths, and, Countenance, began his 
Speech with ſomeexcules ; *© For appearing in that hongutable 
* Aſſembly in ſo undecenta poſture ; after which he cold them 
* that his Sword was yetin the Scabbard (his own words) bur 
© that if before.-he went thence there was not order taken, forthe 
© ſecurity of the City , and Kingdom , by declaring the Queen 
* Regent, he forcſaw (to his great grief) he muſt be; compell'd 
© to-draw it againſt the Enemies of the Crown, and co fill the 
« City with Bleod, and Confuſion : That he knew there were - 
* ſome amongſtthem who would ask reſpite to deliberate upon 
* the thing propos'd ; burthart he muſt tell them beforchand, no- 
* thing was ſo dangerous as delay: That in many greatoccurren- 
* ces it was Wiſdom, not to be too precipitous., and to. proceed 
'* ſlowly, and by degrees to a final —_ nation ; but chat here | 

| L1 2 It 


goes tothe 
Anguſtings, 
where he 
adviſes the 
Parliament 
to declare: 
the Qieen 
Regent. 
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« fairs eo cut off all difficulties, and immediately to reſolve upon 
« the thing propounded : That what might to day be concluded 
&« withoot danger, could not be done to morrow without Blood 


«© and ter ; and indeed what pretenſe could any mat\ have 
* to ask reſpite in this caſe ? what was requir'd of them out of 
<therule of Equity, and nature? To whom was the King's 


« Fortune more properly to be intruſted, thanto her who broughe 
© him into the world, or to whoſe care the ſafrty of the King- 
<« Jom; thanto her, who for the ſpace of ten-years , had withthe 


«late King been a Coadjutrix in raiſing itto that degree of height, 


> 


* and reputation, wherein it now ſtood. He told them that the 
&© Queen was a Princeſs for whom his Majeſty-from' the hour of 
<« his Marriage had never had any reſervatien in his moſt weighty 
< and moſt lecrer Aﬀairs: T hat he had made her his Companion 
*;n allhis Expeditions : That he hadalready deputed the Regen- 
< cy of ehie Kingdom during his abſence into/her hands; a pre- 
© ordination afrer which he cauld not believe any one would dare 
© to contradict the' Judginent of a Prince fo great in himſelf, and 
&© {> folickous of the good and welfare of his Kingdom : Thar 
© therefore the moſt effe&ual means to prelerve the Peace and 
© Tranquillicy whetein France had been happy many years , was 
© to concut in the King's Judgment, and to juſtifie his EleQion : 
* That the diſcontents, which govern'd in the minds of many 
© men of very eminent condition , were very well known to all : 
© Thatthoſe perſons (it might eaſily be believ'd) wanted no ad- 
© herents : That the impatient humour of the French, in hopes 
* to make their advantageof any diſorder in the State , would be 
«© apt to create more Mutineers, it things were not ſettled in due 
« ſeaſon : Thatthere was notime ſo fruitful in Sedition , nor ſo 
© proper for miſchicf, as when mutinous ſpirits were in ſuſpenſe 
« whom to'obey : Thar if ever this evil diſpoſition was to be 
©fear'd it was chiefly now, when all the Forces of the Kingdom 
«were on foot: That they would doubtleſs ſoon be praftis'd on all 
* hands; ſothatif by che prudence of that Aﬀembly ſuch tem- 
< prations were not prevented, thoſe noble Troops deſign'd for 
* the enlargement of the Borders of France, and for the glory of 
"the French name, would by an unhappy , and a ſad reyolution 
* be cen to employ their Arms tothe ruine of their own Coun- 
* try: Thatthey were therefore totaketime whilſt things remain'd 
© yetinviolate, and capable of the beſt impreſſions,to mould them 
*intothe beſt form, which depended upon' their immediate Ele- 
*« tion: That he had put the Regiment of Guards, all the King's 
; SCr- 
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« Servants, and his own particalar Friends into Arms, that they 


Anno 


** might-ar convenient-liberty, and ſecurity deliberate of what he 1616. 
* them: propos'd:that he knew very well what he now advis'd them > 


* ro, was withour Preſident ; but that he hop'd an A of fo great 
* utility and importance tothe publick good, would one day ob- 
© tain the Authority of Example, and.add tothe Dignity and Re- 
< putation of that Honourable Body ; a priviledge,by fo tnuch che 
© more their due, by how muctthey had nevercill then poſſe(s'd 
*it; Thar they did not nerd co apprehend herein their Authority 
*ſhonld be profticuted to Arbitranon, or be diſputed by any, bur 
*chat, how high and generous loever their refults might be , ch 

- © ſhould infallibly beiexecuted ; and that he, and all his Friends 


<< wexe-ready to loſe their lives 3 orto caule them to be inviolably ' 


"obey'd- {4 HL FLY gt 
The Duke's Oration being ended , the whole Afﬀermbly- re- 
main'd ina profound filence, and:being e aſtoniftyd-at the 


Accident'had hapned, and ſurpriz'd at'the Propoſition was 
made, not a manon the ſudden, durſt either by word, or ation 
expreſs his thoughts : only Preſident Harlay in few words *© Gave 
<« :pe Duke thanks for the affection he had manifeſted to the Ser- 
*« vice of the Kingdom, and to-the Honour of that Aﬀembly ; 
© exhorting himto perſevere in a pafſion ſo worthy of his Verruc, 


* and ſo becoming the place and honour he poſſeſs'd amongſt 


< them. Whereupon the Duke perceiving their filence ſtill co 
continue, and unwilling to give them occalion to complain that 
by his preſence he had extorted from them a reſolution concrary 
to their (ene and opinion, he retir'd himſelf : But at his depar- 
ture, that chey might underſtand there was ſomething of neceſſicy 
in the caſe, he told them aloud, ** That what he had propounded 
* was the beſt courle they could take, and that they were therefore 
* abſolutely , and ſuddenly to refolve upon it. Upon which laſt 
words the Sieur de la Gueſle che Attorny General caking hold, began 
in aſhorrSpecch to break the Ice, by repreſenting to the Aſſembly, 
© Thatthough what had been propounded by the Duke of Eſper- 
* on, ſeem'd by the reſpect wherewith it had been deliver'd to be 
* a thing whercin they were free to determine ; yerthat what he 
« had lat aid imply'd a kind of neceſſity : bur a necefliry by (o 
* muckchemore, juſt, and honourable , by how much che Peace 
« of the Kingdom would not only be ſecur'd thereby ; but alſo 4 
** great advantage to their Body would certainly accrue: Thar ic 
* wastherefore in his opinion betrer immediately, and volunca- 
© rily to declarethe Regency to be in the Queen , than to ſtay cill 
« their conſent ſhould be wreſted from them upon compuliton, 
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« and perhaps in aſcaſon, when they ſhould have no thanks for 
& their labour. ' Which being ſaid, the whole Aſſembly forthwith 
concluded upon the buſineſs, by that A@ not only ſecuring the 
Peace of the Kingdom, bur alſo introducing a great example to 
picch-upon. the ſame, and an equally ſalutiferous reſolution in our 
days, when:;out greatQueen Anne of Auftria was \cttled in the Re- 
gency, -by virtue of the ſame EleRion. 


The reaſons | , I jhaye, often heard the Duke' diſcourſe of this Tranſa&ion; 


that mov'd 
the Duke to 
preſs the 


Queen Mo- 


ther ſhould 
be declared 
Regent. * 


wherein though, he:-acknowledg'd his proceeding co be: by an un- 
uſual, and ſomething an irregular way ; © Yer that the'Queens 
< Regency being as yetnor authorized by the Suffrages of any of 
* the-Princes of the Blood (whoſe arrival alſo ſhould it have been 
«* expected, would probably have put all things into Confuſion) 
© he thought it neceſſary to haveit ratified by the conſent of the 
** people: [That to'procuretheirconſents, there was no'way ſo 
*' plauſibleand antto Law, 2s therein to intereſt all the 
* Parliaments of Erance, by prevailing with that of Paris,whoſe 
* whoſe At would be a kind. of Warrantyto the reſt: That 
* ſhould they have ſtaid the coming of the Count de Soiſſons, - he 
* would by his preſence infallibly. have (way'd all things , accord- 
* ing to his inclination : That the Prince of Cond coming after 
& would have bcenirapatienc:ar his younger Brother's getting 
* the ſtart of himin an Aﬀair where the priority of Vote. in the 
« Ele&ion was itt him : by which means the variety of their in- 
* tereſts not permitting themrto concur in an AR, wherein each 
* of them would be ambitious to precede, a fraQtion berwixt thera - 
«© muſt of neceſſity enſue.: Thatfor that reaſon he had us'd all 
« diligence in preſſing the Parliament to a ſpeedy reſolution in fa- 
« your of the Queen. In the carrying on of which Afair, it is in 
my opinion ſomething hard todetermine , whether the Stars of 
France, or the Duke's Prudence did molt prevail: Ic is not to be 
denied but that both the ane and the other contributed very much 
to the happy performance of this great work : But it is likewiſe 
moſt certain that the buſineſs had never been ſo fortunately effe- 
&ted, if the Duke had leſs prudently foreſeen what was likely to 
enſue, or had proceeded with: leſs diligence and yigour. ta the 
eftabliſhmenc of this Eleftion, to the general benefit ef the King- 
dom: wherein if he perform'd a ſignal Service to the. State, he 
did no leſs for the Prince, who would have met with no little im- 
pediments to his riſing greatneſs, had he at his return, found the 
Connt de Soifſons ſettled, asir were a Co-partner in the Govern- 
ment, by being poſlcſs'd of ſome of the moſt important' Employ- 
ments of the Kingdom, 


- Thus 
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Thus was this buſineſs carried on, France being, from the high- Anne 
eſt ſtep of her Glory, precipicarcd into the greateſt extream of 16106. 
her Misfortune 3 and che King's Triumphs being in a moment wv Odul 
overcaſt with the Funeral Black of his Obſequies : but the re-eſta- 
bliſhment of the State, overthrown by ſo.great, and ſo tragick a 
Revolution, and the publick happineſs in an inſtant ſecur'd with- 
out onedrop of Blood; was it not an afternoons work of the 
Duke of  Eſpernon? and can ſo great a ſucceſs withour injuſtice, 
be attributed to any thing but to his prudent Condu@? In the 
Narrative whereof I havenor added one ſyllable more than the 
truth : and doubtleſs there are many yetalive that can juſtifie all 
I bave ſaid. I know very well that the Hiſtorians xr that time 
have not mention'd all the particularities I have, as material to my 
purpoſe, inſiſted upon, and thatthoſe who have been moſtexa 
have recorded but very few in their Relations; which is in part 
the reaſon why I have more willingly —_ my ſel6 in this 
diſcourſe, that I might imparcially render , whart is ſo juſtly due - 
to Truth, and Virtue. 

The ad accident of the King's Death was ſo ſuddenly ſpread The return 
all over Europe, that it ſeem'd, as if his perſon, rais'dtothe high- ,, rating , 
eſt pitch of Honour to which man can arrive, had fall'n in the © Courr. 
ſight of all the world, The Prince of Conde, who (as has been 
ſaid) reſided then at Milan, receiv'd the firſt news of it from the 

onde de Fuentes , which was immediately after confirmed by a 
Courrier diſpatch'd purpoſely to him from che Queen Regent, to 
invite him back into France. The Count de Soiſſons , who was but 
two lictle days journcy from Pars, was much ſooner informed, 
and at the ſame inſtant in all diligence repair'd thither, co ſee whar 
this accident might produce; where he arriv'd the ſixteenth of 
May, two days only afrerthe King's Death ; bur late enough 
notwithſtanding to find all things diſpatch'd to his hand. So that 
matters being already concluded , . the. Queens Authority cſta- 
bliſh'd, the Parliament, People, Souldiery, and whole City ſettled 
in their Duty, and nothing leſt for him to do, but to approve 
what was already done (and which he could no ways hope to 
overthrow, had he diſlik'd it) he was fain whether ſincerely, or 
otherwiſeto concur in the Elefion, and thereupon went to pre- 
ſenchimſelf roche Queen, where he aſſurd her Majeſty of his 
Faith and abſolute Obedience. | 

The (owunt at his arrival at Court, obſerying the Duke of Bſ-. 
pernon to be ſeated in that degree of Favour and Reputation, to 
which by his ſignal, and recent Services to the Queen , he mighs 


juſtly pretend, he forthwith reſolv'd co contract a ſtrift con— 
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with him, as accordingly by making him a tender of his Fiiend- 
ſhip and affiſtance againſt all whomloever , he endeavour'd to 
do: neither did he do it but upon very good conſideration ; for | 
foreſeeing that the Prince of Conde returning to Court (as he ſoon 
after did.) would-infallibly cake: upon, him the preeminence, 
and degree due to bis Quality, and Birth, -he would by that means 
labour (oto eſtabliſh himſelf before his arrival, that it ſhould not 
bein the Princes Power to ſhake him. To which end he could 
pitch upon none fo proper to ſupport his Interett, as the Duke of 
Efpernon, who was, at that time, the moſt conſiderable perſon in 
the Kingdom. T he Queen had appointed him Lodgings in the 


Louvre, not conceiying her ſel ſecure (as ſhe was pleas'd to ſay) 


bue under his Vigilancy and Valour; all diſpatches were commu- 
nicated to him ; his Orders and Advice were in all things follow'd 
andobſcry'd , ſo that would he have ftrerch'd} his Authority to 
the mmoſt, or had he been ambitious of favour, he might doubt» 
leſs with great facility have made himſelf ſole Maſter of Afairs : 
but ſo far was he from deſiring to appear neceſſary (though effe- 
Aually ſo) to the excluding thoſe who had right to the Council, 
that on the contrary he entreated the Queen to call,and admit into 
it,all ſuch as cither by the priviledge of their Birth,or by the repute 
of theircapacities, might realonably pretend to that Honour ; 
coveting no greateradvantage, thanto have*a concurrence with 
worthy men for the publick Safety; and ſeeing he could nor, with- 
out drawing great envy upon himlelf, poſſeſs alone that preemi- 
nencein theAdminiſtration,to which the King had defign'd him, 
he was content with the reſt to ſhare that part, which could nor 

equitably be denied to his approv'd Fidelity and Wiſdom. 
Though the ( ount de Soiſſons had the foremention'd reaſons to 
ſeek the Duke of Eſpernor's triend(hip, he had yer therein a further 
and a more important delign, and that was by the Duke's aſh- 
ſtanceto procure a Match betwixt Madamoiſelle {Je Montpenjzer the 
Duke's Niece, and his own Son Lewis of bourbon, ſince Count de 
Soiſſons : neither was the Duke o ill read in this Princes intenti- 
on, that he did not very well perceive at what part he took his 
aim, which made him, though he receiv'd the offer of his friend- 
ſhip with the reſpe&tduetoa Prince of the Blood, nevertheleſs ac- - 
cept it with ſuch a gravity, and relervation as ſhould no ways en- 
gape him to anyparriality in his favour,nor in the leaſt reſtrain the 
liberty of his proceeding in that concern. A coldneſs that ſo much 
diſguſted the Count de Soiſſens, who expeCted a greater complacen- 
and freedom from him, thart his afteCtion 1o violently begun, 
was not likely long to Jaſt. T he firſt oppoſition he met with in the 
Duke 
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Duke.to his deſires, was in the:propoſal: he made hin to give Anno 
way thathe might cauſe the! Duke of Sufly to be' ſtab'd':in the 1,610. 
Louvre: He was their common' Enemy, andthe ole cauſe of all ww ou 
the trouble had befall/n'this Prince; and of his retirement. from 
Court; wherein the injury he had receiv'd was ſuch, that although 
the King had laid upon him his poſitive command to berecondil'd, 
he had. notwithſtanding rather choſen to abandon the Court,than 
to do.it. The Duke had alſoreceiv'd from the :Duke of Sully (4 
great-Creature of the late King's) all the' ill Offices could poſtibly 
have been.done by rhe moſt implacable Enemy:; which being not 
unknownto the (ount de Soifſons, he doubred nor to haveret an 
' Animoſity in che Duke againſt him as great as his own . and to 
haye:found him as-prompr to his revenge : but he was deceiv'd, 
the Duke excuſing himſelf by tclling the Count he could by no 
' means permit ſo great a violence to be offer'd in the King's Pa- 
lace; belecching him to conſider, that the Guards which he had 
the honour to command, being; principally defign'd to preſerve 
the reſpe& dueto his Majeſtics Perſon, and Preſence inviolatejand 
ſuchas it ought to be, he ſhould commit an irreparable offenſeto 
his Duty, ſhould he conſent to fayour an af of ſo dangerous Ex- 
ample. An anſwer at which the (ount, a man of a furious, and 
cholerick temper, was infinitely moy'd; yet his intereſt not 
permitting him to break with the Duke, he forthatcime with an 
extraordinary patience made the beſt ſhift he could to diſlemble 
his diſcontent. | 

During theſe cranſaRions at Court,there was ſomething pals'd 
alſo at Metz, , wherein the Duke was no little concern'd : 
you have already heard how Arquien, Lieutenant Colenel tothe 
Regiment of Guards, had immediately upon the King's Death 
taken poſt toretire himſelf into the Cittadel , of which he was 
Governour, afygs whom the Duke had ſent Man, to ſpoil his De- 
ſign ; ſo that Min, who was much the younger man, having po- 
ſedi great diligence , overtook him ſome fix Stages ſhort of 
Metz,; where he found him ſo bruis'd with riding , that he: was 
ſcarce in a condition to perform'the reſt of his Journey : When 
Arquien who ſaw himſelf likely to be prevented, and in danger to 
be deny'd admittance into Metz, by the Duke's Servants, plainly 
told Mun, © That he made no doubt, but that his Journey was 
© occafion'd by a juſt ſuſpicion the Duke had conceiy d of his ſud- 
< den departure without his Order, and: Command ; that therein 
* he __ needs confeſs he had been to blame ; bur that he had 
* been prompted to thar diligence by a jealouſie the Duke might 


© perhaps have detain'd him by force in Paris, wich an intent to 
| M m deprive 
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< deprive him of his command in the Cittadel : Thar he therefore 
« had undertaken that journey ſimply, and for no other end, than' 
© to = his poſſeſſion of that place, which was the moſt conſfi- 
&« Jerable member of his Fortune, and the only. reward of his 
« Service, but with no deſign todiflerve the Duke : That he was 
&* hjs Servant ; neither did he defire ro govern ſo much as in the 
© Cittadel, but under his Authority, and Command : Thar for 
© reſtimony of his Candour, and good intention herein , he pro- 
< mis'd Mun, if he would ſlack kis diligence, andler themgo ro- 
« gether, not tocnter the (ittadel, rill firſt he ſhould by the con- 
« ſent of the Duke's own Creatures be permitted fo'to' do} 'ſub- 
«© mitting moreover, till it ſhould be by them determin'd; that rhe 
« Garriſon there ſhould be divided berwixt them. A' propoſition 
that Mun conceiving to be as fair as the Duke could himfelf de- 
fire, he condeſcendedto the condition, and accordingly in his 
company perform'd the teſt of the Journey , arriving beth roge- 
ther at the City. Where being come, they immediately'aMetibled 
the Duke's Friends and Servants, which- were Tiltadet,” and Fro- 
migieres Captains of the two Companies of the Guards, 'who'were 
in Garriſon at ,Xetz, and Memas Camp-Maſter to the -vld' Gar- 
riſon ; amongſt whom it was concluded , that T:Vadet the elder 
Captain ſhould with an hundred men only of his Cotnpany en- 
ter the Cittadel, till the Duke's further plealure could be'known : 


a number that to the Duke's Friends ſeem'd ſufficient to make 


good their Quarter, ſhould Arquien intend any thing bur fair - AS 
Arquiex thought his would be able to maintain his Authority, and 
to over-power the other, ſhould the Duke be obſtinately bent to 
exclude him abſolutely from his Command. d IV 
Things then being thus concluded, Arquien , whilſt yet in the 
City, ſent order to his Lieutenant to receive Tilladet intothe Citta- 
del, wich ſuch Souldiers as he ſhould bring —_— him', not 
naming any number, as not ſuſpe&ting any foul play ; a negligence 
which the Duke's Servants making uſe of to his advantage , they 
caus'd above fiftymore,and thoſe the beſt men theycould chuſe ouc 
of all the Companies, to be added to the hundred, that by Article 
wereto be admitted; who being all without any difficulty receiv'd 
into the Cittadel it ſoon appear'd 4rquien's was not the ſtrongeſt 
Party, and that the advantage he had in number (Chis Garriſon 
conliſting of two hundred men) being balanc'd by the quality 
of the Souldiers, Tilladet was rather in a condition to give, than 


. 2 o 
tO receive the Law from him. 


4rquien having thus, by an exceſs of faithful dealing, perform'd 
his promiſe, went himſelf laft of all into che Citradel,, where he 
| Was 
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was no ſooner come, but that his Lieutenant at the firſt word Anno 

told him he was no longer Maſter of the place; ro whom Ar- 1616. 

quien having reply'd, that.an hundred men could not diſpute his & WW 

Authority there, the Lieutenant gave him to underſtand, that al- 

molt twice ſo many wercalready got in, which he had not dar'd 

but to receive, not knowing the preciſe number of choſe he was 

to admit; at which 4rquien, now ſcnſ{ible of the overſight he had 

committed, was ſo enrag'd that he would preſently revenge him- 

ſelf upon Tillader, and was ready to fall on,, Tilladet alſo on his 

part preparing for the Encounter ; when the Friends of both par- 

tics, Who were inthe City, came in at the firſt noiſe of the diſ> 

order. Attheir firſt coming they found the Gates of the Citadel 

ſhut ; but being opened in the end to ſuch as pretended to endea- 

your an Accommodation, it was with much ado concluded, that 

for Axquiens (atisfation, Tilladet , ro whom he chiefly laid the 

blame, as.contriver of the Treachery , and Surprize , ſhould de- 

part the place; but that thoſe Souldiers, already enter'd, ſhould 

continue there, and that Fromigieres ſhould come in to command The Duke 

them. Thus ended this diſpute, andthus was the Duke of Eſper- -1he/ act 

non's abſolute Authority, though with ſome trouble, re-eſtabliſh'd re-ens- * 

in Metz, which from the time of .Sobole's dereliction, until now, om in 

he had altogether loſt. WW. Fu 
Fromigieres being receiv'd into the (ittadel was ſtill more and 

more fortified by new Souldiers, which che Duke's friends conti- 

nually ſliptin trom the City;ſo that 4rquien ſeeing himſelf in a loſt 

condition, and alſo ftung with the conſcience ot his own faule, he 

return'd in all haſte back to Paris, at once to beg the Duke of E/- 

pernon's pardon,and to implore the Queen Regents Juſtice. Where 

being come, and finding the Duke inflexible ro his ſubmiſhons, 

and poſitively reſolute to hold what he had, ſeeing he was to ex- 

pea no accompt from him, hethought fic, as his laſt refuge 

to appeal to the Queen, Neither did he want intereſt at Court to 

ſupport, and countenance his cauſe , where beſides de Montigny 

his Brother (a man of great merit and eſteem, and afterwards 

Mareſchal of France) he had many Relations , and Friends, toge- 

ther with the Duke's Enemies , who could not , withour great 

heart-burning, ſee him re-ſercled in ſo conſiderable a command. 

Of this number were the Lords of the Houſe of Guiſe, and their 

Family, who made up a great part of the Court, and who being 

all averſe to the Duke's greatneſs , endeavour'd by poſleſling the 

| Queen, that the ation of Metz was an intolerable affront co 

her Authority, to make her reſtore Argquien to his Command. 

| © They repreſented to her that this was an Afﬀair by the late King 

m 2 CON- 
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** conceiy'dto be of ſuch importance to the State, thathis Majeſty 
* had made no difficulty to make a Journey thither in pong, | 
* and on purpoſe to retrive this place out of the Duke of Efper- 
&« xo#'s hands: That his Fidelity ought ar this time to be mnch 
« the rather ſuſpeRed, by bow much his Ambition was more in- 
< ordinate, andleſs caſfiero becurd : Tharhbaving,under pretenſe 
« of ſome trivial Services to her Majeſty inthe beginning of-her 
« Adminiſtration, committed a violence of this high natute , he 
* made it plainthar his ſoleaim was in this new face of Aﬀairsto 
*« eftabliſh his own particular greatneſs : and that, inſtead of en- 
« deayouring to continue Subjects in their Duty , by theexample 
*of a Subjeas Obedience, he had himſelf commirred the great- 
< eſt inſolence imaginable againſt the Sovereign Power , by dif- 
©* poſſeſſing one of the moſt ancient and fairhful Servants of the 
* Crown, from a place whetein he had ſery'd', without tht leaſt 
&« blemiſh, or reproach. Itis certain that'the Queen, how' well {a- 
isfied ſocver with the Duke of Eſpernon , was notwithſtanding 
ſomething ſagger'd in her reſolution at this Remonſttance*: bur 
the Duke having alſo given his reaſons, and repreſentedto her of 
what importance it was to have his Majeſties Authority in the Ci- 
ty and (ittadel of Metz, conjoyn'd in one man, thatrhe emulati- 
on of two Governours might not produce mutiny, fuich'as would 
endanger the introducing of Forein Power into the place; with 
how long, and with what Fidelity he had'ferv'd his Kithvs in that 
Government, the Authority being united in his Perſon , he found 
the Queen ſo well dispos'd to accept of his juſtification , that ſhe 
was abſolutely ſatisfied : ſothar from that time forward, nothing 
was morethoughr of in that buſineſs , ſave only how ro:content 
Arquien, in finding out for him ſome other command, that might 
hold proportion with that Employment. OR 

In the tranſaQtion of this Afﬀair, Fortune, as upon other occa- 
ſions, wonld needs intereſt her ſelf ro appear in the Duke's Fa- 
your. DePYicGovernour of Catice was one of the principal Me- 
diators in this difference, who on the one ſide making profeſſion 
of greatreſpe to the Dake's Service, and on the other of a ſtrict 
friendſhip with 4rquien, labour'd with extraordinary paſlion, and 
diligence to fatisfic both parties in their prerenſe, and had brought 
matters to ſo good an iffue, that nothing remain'd to their muru- 
al ſatisfaQtion, ſaveonly to find our a Government for Arquien, 
equal to that whereof he was now diveſted :- but there was none 
atthis time vacant of equal value, which was the only knot in 
the Aﬀeair. Aclaſtrhis poor Gentleman proy'd both the Mediator, 
and the price of their Accommodation, who had a&ted fo vigo- 

roully 
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rouſly in the Treaty, that, with _— to and again in the moſt - Anno 
violent heats of Summer-, he was ſurprtz'd with a Pleurific. 1616. 
whereof in ſix days he dy'd. With his Government Ar quien Was WW 
recompens'd, who after thatquir claim to the Cittadel of Metz, 
leaving the Duke abſoluce Maſter of it, as before, a poſſeſſion he 
afterwards kepr, till that a few years before his death he demiſed 
it in favour of Cardinal de la Yalette his Son. | 

Amidſt theſe many important Aﬀairs , rhe Duke was not un- 
mindful of his particular Duties ; whereof one, and to which he 
conceiv'd himſelf moſt particularly oblig'd*, was to manifeſt kis 
gratitude to Henry the III. his Maſter,and Benefactor, He had for- 
merly afrer his death atrended his Body to Compiegne , where the 
misfortunes of War, and the confuſion of Aﬀairs, not permitting 
at that time a performance of his Funeral Rites ; and the Queen 
now reſolving to begin the Regency with thoſe of the late King, 
he humbly begg'd of herto give him leave to: make uſe of that 
opportunity for the interment of Henry the III. whercin her 
Majeſty, doing an Act worthy her Picty, would add little or no- 
thing tothe expenſe ſhe was already reſoly'dto make. The Queen 
readilyconſented to his requeſt;ſo thattheDuke,accompanied with 
2 great number of Lords and Gentlemen, went to fetch the Body 
from Compiegne, from whence he convey'd it co St. Denis , where 
it was depoſited in the ancient Sepulchre of the Kings of France. 
Neither was this the ſole teſtimony the Duke gave of his grati- 
rude to his old Maſter, the Records of his Bounty and Fayour 
being ſo impreſs'd in his memory, that they periſh'd not , bur in 
his Grave, where all things are buricd in Oblivion. A little before 
his death, cauſing a Marble Pillar, one of the moſt celebrated 
pieces of Archite&ure of theſc late times, to be carried, and ſerup 
in the Church of St, Clou ; wherein he was fo curious, as to make 
it be wrought in his own Houſe, and almoſt in his own fight; 
his deſign being to found a Revenue of a thouſand Livers yearly 
for the Service of the Chappel where it was creed; which was 
alſo adorn'd with Pictures, and pav'd with Marble at his own 
charge : bur ſome difficulties ariſing about the ſerclement of thar 
Foundation, which could not , be clear'd before his death, the 
thing (to his great grict) remain'd imperfect. 

The Ceremony of theſe Obſequics, perform'd in the end of The Prince 
June, was immediately follow'd by the return of the Prince of 2 <ore- 
Conde to Court, where he arriv'd in Fuly, and where all the men Courr, 
of condition contended who ſhould give him the greateſt teſti- *h<be__ 
monies of joy for his retura. Amongſt whom, although che pleay'd ar 
Duke of E/pernon yas none of the lateſt, yer was he not che beſt — of 

| receiy'd, 
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Anno receiv'd. The Duke of Sully, who had great need of this Prin- 
1610. ces ProteRion, had prevented others in the poſleſſon of his 'Fa- 
LYN your, and conceiving he ſhould make himſelf more acceptable 
by rendring the affeion of other Grandees ſuſpected ro him., he 
had (amongft others) pointed out the Duke of Eſpernon for one 
of thoſe of whom he had:moft reaſon to complain, An ill Of- 
fice, that having art firſt preferr'd ingeneral terms , he afterwards 
purſu'd by particular circumſtance, telling the Prince that the 

- Duke had doubled the Guards of the Lowvre at bis arrival ; and 
put all the King's Family into Arms, as they had been todefend 

it againſt acommon Enemy. Which impreſhon the Prince was 
more apt1o reccive, by bow much hebeliey'd, that the Duke be- 
Ing alrcady in a great degree of Favour with the Queen, and.very 
intimate with the Count de Soiſſons, mult needs be jealous of his re- 
turn, which he could not conſider, but as a great power directly 
oppoliteto all his concerns 3 which made him ar the firſt. inter- 
view receive him, not only with apparent coldneſs, bur alſo, not 
able to diſſemble his diflacisfaRtion, reproach him for having: en- 
deaveur'd to poſſeſs the Queen with ſome ſuſpicions to his: pre- 
judice. The Duke, ſurpriz'd at ſo unexpeRted an entertainment 
and ſo groundleſs a reproach (he having alter'a nothing in che 
uſual Guards that had been kept in che Lowvre fincethe King's 
Death) and nettled with the ſenſe of ſo injurious an Office, gave 
aloud the Lye to all thoſe who had branded him with fo falſe.a Ca- 
lumny. Yet would not this publick and generous profeſſion of the 
eruth ſo ſatisfic and appeaſe the Prince,that there was not ſtill ſome 
remains of diſcontent in his mind againſt the Duke. He did not 
think him ſoaffeionateto him, as re the Count de Soifſens ; and 
ſeeing him advanc'd tothat hgh of Reputation with the Queen, 
could not expect he ſhould be fayourable to him, in the deſign he 
had to afſume that place in Court, and to ſhare that Authority in 
the management of Afﬀairs, which were due to his Birth and 
Greatneſs. Sothat here the Court was divided, the Prince of Con- 
de having his Fa&tion , and the (ount of Soiſſans his ,. amongſt 
whom the Duke of Eſpernon was the chief, and moſt conſiderable 
member. nboins 
The ſtate of Yet did not this diverſity of Intereſts produce any ſudden ill ef- 
Afﬀairs zz fe, the Princes paying a due reſpe co the Queen , and being 


Cn '* by her admitted into thedebate of Aﬀeairs, though the moſt im- 


Queens Re- portant were carried on by other hands. The Cabinet Council 
Bency® atthistimeconſiſted of the Duke of Efpernon,, - the Chanccllour 
de Sillery, Preſident Fanin, and Mounſieur de Yilleroy . wherein the 

Duke's Vote had the greateſt ſway, and his Opinions did uſually 

prevall , 
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prevail , by whom it being conceiv'd neceflary for the honour of 
the Nation, and che memory ofthe lare King to purſue the Enter- 
prize of Fuliers , which had been the pretenſe of. his Majeſties 
Arms, he propeunded, 'and got itto be concluded that the Ma- 
reſchal de la Chafire, with'an Army of 10000 Foot, and 1200. 
Horſe; ſhould be ſent to afhſt the intereſted Princes in the reſticu- 
tion of this Place. The ifſue of which expedition was as ſucceC. 
ful as could be wiſh'd ; the places' poſicls'd by the Arch-Duke 
Leopold were reſtor'd imto the hands of the Marquis of Brande- 
bourg, and the Duke of Newbourg ; fo that Aﬀairs on chat fide re- 
main'd in as good a forwardneſs as could be deſir'd to be ſhortly 
compos'd (as they were ) to the ſatisfaftion of the German 
Princes. . ' | £ FELT 

As in the occaſion we ſpoke of laſt chings were carried on for 
che honour, ſo was it'no leſs neceſſary for the ſafery' of the King- 
dom to give ſome ſatisfaction, and afſuranceto thoſe of the Re- 
form'd Religion in the beginning of this 'new Reign; it being 
very much tobe tear'd this Faftion (whichat- this 'time was very 
powerful) pretending a vilation of the Edits formerly publiſh'd 
In their toleration, mightrun into inſurreRion,;-to the ruine of 
the publick peace. Wherein the Duke was of opinion to prevent 
cicher the real jcalouſie, or elle the evil intentions of thoſe who 
were likely to breed any Commotion, by Declarations to cen- 
firm the ancient Edicts granted in their fayour: It is very rue, that 
he had no kindneſs for their Religion , bat he thought ir never- 
theleſs unfit to violate the publick Faith, where what he did chen 
for reaſon of -State , he has ever fince obſerv'd in his. own parti- 
cular adminiſtration , ſo that though an enemy to new opinions, 


he was notwithſtanding ever very ſolicitous ro maintain the _ | 


feflors of them within his Governments in peace , and lafety , 
and it has been obſcrv'd, that although at Merz the beſt Families 
of the City were of that perſwaſion, that they abounded in Xain- 
tongue, and Ang5mmois, and that Guienne was not free, it could ne- 
ver be pcrceiv'd, that he madeany diſtinion betwixt them and 
other the Kings Subjects, except where he found them refraQory 
and diſobedient to his Commands. 

Theſe precautions, fo ſcaſonably apply'd in this turn of State, 
ſecur'd the Peace of the Kingdom both within, and without to fo 
fortunate a degree, that a more happy Government could not poſ- 
ſibly have been wiſh'd. Which certainly if we conſider the great 
number of diſcontents within , before the King's death, the 
diſtaſtes many perſons of great Quality hadtaken, who breath'd 


nothing bur revenge, with the Ambition that reigns in all Courts 


able 
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1610. 
LOWS 


Anno 


1611. 
The bepin- 
ning of the 
Princes d:ſ- 
content, 


able to overthrow the ſureſt foundations, .isiofinirely, to be won» 
dred at» To which may be_added the-envy of neighbouring 
Princes, who could not without anxiety, and apprehenſion ſut- 
fer the height of proſperity to which Frante was already advanc'd ; 
eogether with che Artifices of ſuch as uſually/in. the troubles of a 
State ſeek to repair the ruines of their own deſperate Fortunes :: all 
which evil diſpoſitions could not, 'accordingto humiane'imagina- 
tion have found a more favourablejuntture;'than;during) a Re- 
gency, to have produc'd: their fatal effets; and yer-never was 
France at greater peace withia itſelf, nor more reſpetted -of her 
Neighbours, than in all the whole: cime;of che Queens: admini- 
ſtration, Wherein. though I dare not] confels,. attribute the 
whole reputation of the good Government to the Duke of 'E- 
pernonalone (who having call'd the moſt-prudent and experienc'd 
Miniſters of the latter Reign into his Councils; chey onghtallo ro 
ſharein the praiſe) yet can I notin equity, deny himthe firſt place - 
of Honour, he having (without dilpute , the greateſt; Authority, 
and conſequently baving ever carried the greateſt ſway inthe re- 
ſults of the moſt important Affairs. atom no 707 

| This Power and Reputation being the ordinary objefts of en- 


yy even amongſt men of equal condition, it is no wonder if the 


Princes of the Blood were jealous of the; Duke :af; Efpernon's 
greatneſs; who (as they ſaid) unknown-to. them diſpos'd the 
greateſt Aﬀairs of the Kingdom, : wherein they particularly :com- 
plain'd, that he had perlwaded: che Queen to: refolve-upon 4 
march , betwixe che, King and: the Infanta of Spaini:; a thing 
whichan bis Minority was notito be done without the conſent. of 
the Princes of the Blogd, by.realon of the interelt which, by vir- 
rue of their roximity,..they had in his Majeſties Perſon» : But: the 
Duke ih well read in their Priviledges, that it is:nort to; be 
Juppos'd he could commit ſo great an error, and he had divers 
times propos'd this Marriage to them, for the moſt honourable, 
and moſt advantageous match could be found out for the King in 
all Europe: although the Princes who began to ſuffer themſelves 
to be led away by the perſwafions of thoſe who could 'no longer 
contain themſelves within thoſe bounds , which the. virtue of 
Peace preſcrib'd to their Ambition, had ever oppos'd that propo- 
ſition, and would never conſent unto ict. The Duke nevertheleſs, 
asif he had forcſcen the happineſs would accrue to the  Srate b 
this Alliance, ceas'd not continually totortifiethe Queen Mather 
in the reſolution ſhe had raken to purſue that Freaty, andto bring 
It to a concluſion ; . which, becauſe it was carried on without their 
conſents, they pretended itto be without their-knowledge : and 
this was all the ground of their complaint, = oh 


" _ ju 4b $0" Jo On. rats 9 by 3% 
Fy 47 v By fo a Ce 
” ks 
a 
axe 


Boo « VI, the Duke of Eſpernon. -; | voy 
. In this point the Count de Soifoons concurr'd with the Prince of Anno 
(onde ; he was already broken off with the Duke of Eſpernon, and 1612. 

chat to ſuch a degree, that he appear'd now more implacable in his WW 

hatred, than he had before ſeem'd violent in his love. I have al- 

ready ſaid, that amongſt the reaſons which induc'd him to ſeek 

the Duke's friendſhip, the chicteſt was rhe Marriage of Mada- : 

moiſelle de Montpenfier with the Prince his Son: A Princeſs, , 

who had been ſo far honour'd by thelate King, thar he bad caſt 

his eye upon her for a Match betwixt.her,, and the Duke of 0r- 

leans, his ſecond Son, and had ſpoke to the Duke of Eſpernon 

ro that purpoſe; lo that ir cannot appear ſtrange in him, if after 

being prepoſlels'd wich the hope of ſo glotious a fortune for his 

Niece, and ſogreat an honourto his whole Family he could noc 

calily condeſcend to the Count's motion, wherein nevercheleſs he 

excus'd himſelf with all imaginable Civility and Reſpect : But - 

this Prince, of a hot and violent nature , taking for injury che 

leaſt contradiction to his will , was ſo highly tranſported with 

fury ar this refuſal, chat there was no extreme to which he would 

not hurry his revenge, publickly threatning to afſaulcthe Duke 

- In the Streets, in the Louvre, nay in his own Houſe. Thus do we 

ſee the Duke at once opprels'd with the open hatred of two of 

the Princes of the Blood ;- upon which occaſion, although he: 

very well underſtood the deference dueto their perſons, and upon 

that accompt declar'd he would ever give them way , and retire 

before them ; yet did he not conceive it convenient to have the 

{ame reſpec, and conſideration for ſuch as under their counte- 

nance and protection ſhould make avfy attempts upon him. And 

it was in this occurrence, that the Reputation and intereſt he had 

at Court did moſtevidently appear; ſo many perlons , who by 

his bounty he had oblig'd (principally in the diſpenſation of tholc 

offices depended upon his own of Colonel) ſo many others who 

- expected their advancement from him, ſo many Lords of great 

Quality, who cither by Relation or Friend[hip were united to 

him; and lo many others our of che ſole regard of his Virtue 

flocking about his Perſon , that he has often been ſeen in the 

ſtreets ot Pars with ſeven or eight hundred Gentlemen waiting 

upon him:: And l[ have heard many of very good quality , who 

in thoſe times declar'd themſelves his Friends and Servants, at- 

firm, that when he has gone on foot to the Louvre, as he would 

ſometimes purpoſely do, his attendance, marching in order, have 

raken up all.che ſpace betwixt the Eoitel d' Ejpernon,and the Court, 

which is at leaſt 2000 paces ; inſomuch that the Van of his Train 

has reach'd the Barriers of the Louvre, before almoſt the Rear was 
| N n out 
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LY 


The favours 
the Duke 
receiv'd 
from the 
Queen tp- 
on the feuds 
berwixt him 
andr':e 
Princes. 


out of his own Gates. Which (how ſtrange ſoever it may appear ) 
is nothing more than truth ; as an infinite namber of perſons 
yerliving can witneſs, Neicher was the Queen (who had great in- | 
cereſt in the preſervation of a man had merited ſo highly from 
her) ſorry to ſee bim in ſo good a poſture, conceiving it of no lit- 
tle moment to her ſervice, to have a perſon at Court able to make 
a Power, that might otherwiſe have been turn'd againſt her, and 
her Authority : and indeedit was upon him ſhe principally rely'd, 
as the chief of all her Servants, and the moſt conſiderable perſon 
of her Party. 

The Queen made this moſt manifeſtly appear in a very remark- - 
able occaſton that hapned at this time; of which take here the 
true ſtory. The Baron de la (haftagneraye after the Service he had 
ſo fortunately done the Queen in recovering her out of the River 
Seine, at the paſlage of the Port de Nell (relations of which 
you will find at large in many of our French Hiſtories )- had been. 

ratified for that ation with the command of Caprain of her 
Majeſties Guard, and was moreover very gracioully 'receiv'd by 
the Queen, advantages that creating him much envy, either her 
Majeſties Favour, or his own Spirit, or both, engag'd him in ma- 
ny Diſputes with ſeveral perſons of the moſt eminent condition 


ar Court, amongſt which he had principally one with FMounfenur - 


p 


le Grand Eſcuyer, ſince Duke de Þellegarde , wherein his paſlion 
one day tranſporting him ſo far, as to ſpeak unhandſomly of him 
in the Queens preſence, and before the Duke of Efernon who was 
his Couſin German , the Duke conceiv'd himſelf oblig'd to ſay 
ſomething in the behalf ot Wo near a Relation , and thereupon 
gave la Chaſtagneraye ſome ſmart reply , which he , unable to en- 
dure, as briskly return'd upen the Duke himſelf ; who with-held 
by the reverence of the place , ſaid to him only this, © That her 
** Majeſtics preſence which had encourag'd him to that offenſive 
language, ty'd his hands, and oblig'd him from taking any fur- 
**ther notice of it, reſolving within himſelf to let the Quarrel 
alone at thattime, and to call him to an accompet at fitter leiſure : 
but the Queen both to ſatisfie the Duke of Efpernon, and to do her 
ſelf right, la (haStagneraye having violated the reſpe& due to her 
Perſon and Prelence, committed him immediately to the Baſtile ; 
from whence though he yas the next day cnlarg'd , yet the ſenſe 


| of his diſgrace having wounded him to the quick, the common 


bruit went that he would revenge himſelf upon the Duke's per- 
ſon, and that he was countenanc'd in that reſolution by the pro- 
retion of the Princes. A thing which above all other men he was 
the moſt fic to undertake, both for his courage which was very 

well 


_ © for whom after a foundation of Letters, not only of a bare know- 
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well known;and alſo having the command of theQueens Guards, Anno 
he had better opportunity than any to execute his deſign, and to 1612. 
practice-upon the Duke in the very Louvre it ſelf , than in any OV 
other place, who never went accompanied in her Majelties pre- 
ſence, as be did in all other places. The firſt incimation of this 
defign the Duke receiv'd from the Queens own mouth, who,by a 
favour never before, or ſince granted to any , permitted him to 
take a number of ſele& Souldiers in his own Livery for theGuard 
ot his Perſon, to attend him in all places , ſo much as into the 
Louvre itſelf; which favour was highly improvedto him , when 
for his greater ſecurity , ſhe morcover gave way that he ſhould 
chuſe ſonde Gentlemen of Quality of his moſt confident Friends ro 
enter with him arm'd, even into her own Cabiner. Thoſe whom 
the Duke made choice of for this purpoſe were Chetin, Brother to 
the Mareſchal de St. Geran, Sauue-Beuf , Bonneval , the (ount de 
Maile, Caſtelbaiart, and Marillac, all men of approved Valour : a 
Grace which though it gave great jealouſie and diſtaſte to the 
Princes and Grandees of the Court, who were the Duke's Adyer- 
faries, her Majeſty thought it fit notwithſtanding , to give him 
leaveto defend his own life againſt whomſoever would make any 
attempt againſt it. | we 
Amongſt theſe many and great diſputes wherein the Duke ſaw The Educ- 
himſelf involv'd, he forgot not the care of his Childrens Educa- j*" a -o6 


” $4: / ; Dukesthree 
tion; whom he brought up to the moſt laborious Exerciſes; arid $ors. 


ledge 1a the Latine Tongue, ' but in the Principles of Philoſophy 
alſo, he took care to provide the greateſt man, without contra- ' 
diRion, in Europe, for the Exerciſes of the Body , eſpecially that - 
of Riding, which was the Sieur de la Broie. formerly inthe:;/Con- 
ſtable de Montmorencies entertainment ; afrer whole Death, the 
Duke gain'd him co himſelf by ſo great Benefits, that he-gave him - 
at one clap ten thouſand Crowns in Gold,. with an Anauity of —, 
athouſand Crowns iſſuing out of the HoRel ge Ville of Paris; the 
moſt certain Revenue at that time in France: Neither didhethere 
limit his Bountics,, Under this Geneleman's excellent-Dilcipline; 
bis two eldeſt Sens arriv'd to (uch a,perfeRtiqn in theis/ exerciles, 
that no young Lords of their condition in the Kingdom went be- 
forc them. Ls; +, 4419) 2natond votels off 

Whea they had acquir d as much by precephas ſeemidneceſls-' 
ry, he conceiv'd it time they ſhould /eftabliſh;that. knowledge by 
xperienet, and þy oblerving the manners and ways:of living of 
other Countries; to which purpoſe having -purt them inco an 
Equipage ſutting their quality, he ſentthem into Germany ; to my 

Nt |2 en 
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TW end that by the different Governments of the ſeveral little Repub 


1612, 


licks of whichthe vatt body of thac Empire is compos'd , they 


END might be better enabled to judge of good and evil cuſtoms , and 


extraCt a more certain knowledge for their own future condutt in 

che Employments to which they were - him deſfign'd. They ar- 

riv'd in that Country in a very troubleſome time, when all ways 

were very difficult, and unſafe ; but theilluftrious name of the Fa- 

cher, in greater repute in any part of Europe, than in France it 
ſelf (preſent vertues being for the moſt part lefs confider'd) did 

not only open all ways, and ſecure all paſſes ro them; but made 

them allo receiv'd with great reſpe&,and honour'd with many ci- 
vilities,and favours by all che Princes,and Republicks of both par- 
ties. After having ftaid ſome time in Germany, and viſited ar lei- 
ſure the Cities, and moſt eminent places there , they went from 
thence into Ttaly ; where they made a conſiderable ftay, and where 
for the greateſt part they madethcir reſidence at Rome , continu- 
ing till their Exerciſes ; from whence they went to viſit the moſt 
eminent Cities of that fweereft part of Europe, where having 
made an acquaintance with moft of the Princes and Lords of 
that Nation, they return'd into France. 

Whilſt the two eldeſt were thus forming their minds and bo- 
dies to ſuch qualities as were either/neceſlary, or at leaſt becomin 
their condirion ; Lewis the youngeſt of the three, defigned for the 
Church, was with no leſs care brought up in the knowledge of 
Lerters; whom ſo ſoon as the Duke his Father conceiv'd tobe ot a 
fit age, he (ſent him'ts La Fleſche to the Colledge of the Father Fe- 
ſuits, where the diſcipline requiſtte for the profcſhion the was to 
take upon him, was in very great repute. He there continiicd (e- 
veral years, andcame notthence till he' had-firft run throvgh all 
thedeprees, by which men climb to the higheft pitch of know- 
ledge;/-and in effe&,; when be was calld thence ro come to 
Court, he had madeſo happy a progreſs, that Cardinal Perron, a 
great, friend of his Fathers, having been by himi' intreated to aiſ- 
courſewith his Son, had an exceeding great'opinion of him, and 
belicv:d him likely to make one of the greateſt mien of that age, if 
be proceeded in his profeſſion with a diligence proportionable to 
the greavparrs wherewith he enter'd intoit. RN 1907 

The three Brothers arriving almoſt all at the -fame' time at 
Court, the Duke their Father began'to think of eſtabliſhing che 
greatneſs of his Family upon the ſureſt foundation; and thereupon 
confider'deach 6f them by himſelf , for the-dividing-his Ettate 
amongſt them : wherein though they were Ml eccbellifh'2 with 


| 


ſo many excellent qualities, that it could hardly be difcern'd which 
had 
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had the greateſt merir ; yerthe Duke having delign'd to confer 
his own name upon the ſecond, that conſideration enclin'd him a 
licle more to him than the other two. By Article at his Marriage 
with Margaret de Foix, Counteſs of ( andale, bis eldeſt Son was 
ro carry the name of Foix , and to inherit his Mothers Eſtate, 
clear'd, and augmented by the Duke's mony : and his own name 
was allo ſo great, what by the vertue of his Anceſtors , and what 
by his own, that he would not leave him on whom it was con» 
ferr'd, inferiour either in Reputation, or Eſtate tro any whomſo- 
ever of his condition, in the Kingdom. He had already by his 
Service obtain'd from the Queen Regent the Reverſion of all his 
Offices; viz. of that of Colonel General of the Infantry of 
Prance , of firſt Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber, an Office he 
had ever kept fince his firſt Fayour, of Governour of the City, 
and Cittadel of Merz, and of the MeſSin Country, of: the Pro- 
vinces, Cities, and Caſtles of Xaintes, and Angouleſme; of the 
City and Government of Rochelle, che Country of Aulins , with 
the higher and lower Limouſin , of the City, Caſtle, and Terrico= 
ry of Boulogne, and of the City, Country, and Caſtle of Loches : 
all which heart chis time thus divided amongſt his three Sons. To 
his eldeſt, the Count of Candale, he aſhign'd in preſenc (cauſing him 
forthwith to be admitted into it) the Office of firſt Gentleman of 
the Bed-Chamber, with the Governments of Angoumois, Xaine 
tonge, Aulins, and Limouſin in Remainder ; to which headded the 
whole Eſtare of the Houſe of ({andale, amounting to above four- 
{core thouſand Livers yearly revenue in goodly Lordſhips ; as al- 
ſo the Dutchy of Eſpernon, with the Earldom of Montfort, toge- 
ther with other Lands ariſing to above fifty thouſand Crowns a 


ear : to which the Duke having obrain'd/an aſſurance. of a Ma- ' 


reſchal's Staff for this Son, ſo ſoon as a more mature age and ex- 

rience ſhould render him capable of chat Employment, he con- 
ceivdthata high Spirit, as his was, ought to reſt yery well ſatisfied 
with ſo fair a Fortune. ; 

To the Marquis de la Palette, his ſecond Son, he afſign'd his Of- 
fice of Colenel, and the Government of Metz in reverſton, with 
the reſt of his Eftate whether hereditary or purchas'd; which made 
up a Revenue equal to the firſt , together with his ſhare of the 
Rents, and perſonal Eſtate. ES 

For his third Son alſo he provided to the value of firy thouſand 
Crowns a year at leaft in Church preferments ; of which he was 
not content only to put him into preſent poſſeſſion, bur gave him 
moreover a years Revenue advance, that he might have where- 
withal to maintain a port ſuitable to his condition : to _— 

urther 
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Anno further added the ſurvivancy of the Government of Boulogne, 
"1612. and Loches, with the Office of chiet Almoner to the King, which 
YN was alcading ſtep to that of great Almoner of France. 

In this diſtribution of his Fortune, the Duke's paternal care 
andliberality, might (a man would have thought) have amply 
ſatisfied the moſt aſpiring Ambitions , and the moſt avaricious 
Natures ; neither could the two youngeſt enough magnific the 
bounty of ſo good a Father, who by his Induſtry, and his Blood 
had rais'd them to ſuch a height of Riches and Honour : but ſome. 
malevolent Spirits, enemies tothe peace and happineſs. of che el- 
deſt, by a violence upon his nature, perſwaded him he had nor 
been kindly us'd in this partition ; that therein his younger Bro- 
cher had the beſt, and moſt ſolid Employments aſſign'd to him, 

*Me1inz whereof * one was a Command of it {elf ſufficient to oblige all 
rhar © ©®* che Gentlemen of France, rogether with a Frontier much more 
" conſiderable, than the beft Province of the Kingdom; whereas 
what was conſign'd to him, was only an Office of litle- value, 
and no great repute at Court , with the expeRation of a Mareſ- 
chal's Staff, conſiderable 'twas true; but a great way off ; and that 
for his Governments, they lay. ſo in the heart of the Kingdom, 
'thathis Authority would be very little , or nothing at all; by 
* which means making him at firſt undervalue the benefits he had 
recciy'd, they ſo debauch'd his gratitude ar, laſt, as ro make him 
publickly complain cf his Fathers proceeding, and to deſpiſe all 

he had, ſeeing he had not all he defir'd. _ | 

The Duke, advcrtis'd of his Sons diſcentent , labour'd all he 
could co reclaimhim, and make him ſee hiserror , which he af- 
terwards did, neither could any thing be more gratcful, and obe- 
dient, than he ever carried himlelf, fo oft as he fuffer'd himſelf ro 
be govern'd by his own natural inclination. 

Even before the King's death, the Fortune and Greatneſs of the 
Father, with the merit, and Riches of the Sons, had rendred their 
Alliances ſo conſiderable, that there were few perſons of great ' 
Quality at Court, who had not been offer'd to the Duke in Mar- 
riage with them ; but amongſt the ſeveral Matches propos'd for 
the Count de (andale, his eldeſt Son, the Duke preferr'd that with 
the Dutcheſs of Haluin, Grand-child to the Nuke of Haluin,, and 

The Marri- Daughter to the Marquis de Megnelay, the inheritrix of a rich and 
ageof the jIluſtrious Family, before all thereſt, Whercupon a Marriage be- 
{ cunt dr . | os e 2153 | ; 
£944a.-, the Ewixt them ſhortly enſu'd, though diſconrencs ſoon akter ariſing, 
Duke'scl- prew at laſt to that height, that in a few years they came to an ab-' 
dett>on- folute ſeparation. Thof: who had thepower.td low. divifion in the 
Marriage-Bed, had the ſame to perſwade the Count de (andale into 
| an 
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an open breach with the Duke his Father; the grief whereof Anno 
(the moſt ſenſible of any he had ever mer with in the whole 1613; 
courſe of his life) as it was the cauſe of infinite others, which be- & W 
fel him afterwards, had like to have broughe him to his Grave. 
Yer did the Duke (as if he had already foreſeen what did after fall 
out) all an indulgent Father could poſhbly do, to reconcile him- 
ſelf ro his Son, and his Son to his Duty : wherein though Le 
Pleſ$s {the uſual mediator of all differences in that Family ) did 
as much as could be expeRed from an extraordinary prudence, 
and a ſincere affe&ion, it proved all to no effe&t ; the Connt either 
unable to ſupport the injury he belicy'd had been done him in 
the partition of the Offices, or not well enduring the preſence of 
a Father, he was conſcious to himſelf he had not kindly us, 
being reſolv'd by a voluntary Exile, to ſeek ſome repoſe for his 
troubled mind. - He determin'd therefore to forſake Prance , but 
the end of his Travel was not ſimply for diverſion ; neither could 
he ſatisfie himſelf with the meer exerciſe of ſome Vertues only 
ro be praRtis'd in the obſcurity of retirement , and inthe privacy 
_ of aCloſet, it was by painful, and perillous ations, and by ex- 
pofing his lite to the uncertain event of great Enterprizes , that 
he would qualifie and ſweeten his diſcontents. Spurr'd on there- 
fore by this generous reſolution, he took the ſecond time the way 
| of Ttaly, where arriving at the Courr of the great Duke of Tuf- 
cany, at a time when he was equipping ſome Gallies for the Le- 
vant , heentreated that Prince to permit him with his friends to 
put himſelf aboard thoſe Veſſels. There had not any perſon of 
- his condition, for many years, gone out of the Kingdom with (o 
honourable a Train of Gentlemen, andthoſe in ſo handſome an 
Equipage, as the Count did; having above fifty Gentlemen of 
good quality in his company, whom eicher their reſpe&ro the Fa- 
ther, or the eſteem of his own perſon, had prevail'd upon to run 
the ſame fortune with him : Loxiere, de Themines, Monberaut, Ca- 
longes, Magnas, the two Brothers de la Tour, Yillandry, Cipterre, 
Vernegue, Monplaiſir, de Vic, la Boiſfiere , with many other Gentle- 
men of note, were of this number, when the Duke his Father, 
how afflifted loever at his reſolution , yer unwilling he ſhould be 
expos'd'to ſo infinite,and almoſt inevitable dangers without ſome 
- prudent and faithful perſon to ftand by him in all hazards , per- 
mitred Le Pleſſis likewiſe , who had been very uſeful co him in 
his former Travels, to attend him in this ſally alſo ; not doubting 
but he would by his condu@ be as ſerviceable to him in his mili- 
tary undertakings, as he had formerly been by his dexterity in 
other Afﬀairs. . 
_ The 
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Anns The Duke of Florence having conſented that the (Count de Can- 
1612, dale with his Companions ſhould embarque 1n his Gallies, chey 
+YD> cours'd up and down the Coaſts of the Levant, performing ſome 
4-Candalets Exploits by Sea, and making ſome attempts by Land, and always 
Voyage into with good (uccelſs : bur the particular deſign of this expedition 
the 12%; being upon the Fortreſs .of Aglimant , the moſt important of all 
Caramania, they wereto ſteer their courle that way , and to pre- 
parethemlelves to aſſault ir. This Fortreſs , favour'd by a good 
Harbour, was man'd with fix hundred Turks, and moreover fur- 
niſh'd with Artillery, Ammunition, and all things neceſlary for 
irs defenſe ; which, as it Jay expos do the inroads.of the Chri- 
ſians, thoſe who had the Guard of ir, were ſo vigilant to its pre- 
ſervation, that there could be no hope of eftefing any thing by 
ſurprize, Neither could the Admiral of the Tuſcan Gallics (S1gnior 
Enguerrany by name) who, was to anſwer for any miſcarriage in 
che Enterprize, relolve to hazard an attempt , in which he evi- 
dently ſaw ſo many, and almoſt invincible. difficulties : bur che 
Count de Candale, having generouſly defir'd the greateſt danger 
might be conferr'd upon him, and his, his noble xefolutioncut off 
all diſputes, and the aſlault was forthwith concluded. 

If in che propoſicion of this Enterprize the (ount had evidenc'd 
the bravery of his Spirit, he made itn the execution more mani- 
feſtly appear. Don Fedro Medici of . the Duke's own Family , ha- 
ving reſolv'd to make one inthis Voyage, would. do the Count de 
Candale the Honour to fight in his Squadron, which having had 
the precedency in landing, had the ſame deference continued to 
them throughout the whole Aion; which ſo; ſucceeded to the 
(ount's glory, that after.a ſtour reliſtance he torc'd the place by 
Petards, and took it; yet not without the Jols,gf ſome. Chriſtians, 
whereof ſomeGenrtlemen of Quality.in his own,Squadron there 
loſt their lives. Pedro Medici was himſelf deſperately wounded, 
Le Fleſſis more ſlightly ; as allo Monberaut, and ſome others : 
bur Yullandry, la Boiſſiere, and Fernegue were laid dead upon the 
place A loſs however ſoon recompens'd by that of the Turks, 
who had above 300. men ſlain in the Fight, with two hundred 
and fifty of them made ſlaves, as two hundred and forty Chriſti- 
ans were fer free : So that the Florentine General having ſeiz'd of 
all the ſpoil, the (ount de Candale contented himſelf with the bare 
Honour of the Vitory. The Fortreſs was (et on fire, and in a 
ſhort ſpace torally conlum'd; the chicteſtthe } urk had upon thar 
Frontier , and that ſerv'd as a Port to being bur five 
Leagues diſtance thence. 

1 his ation carried on with ſo great prudence , and perform'd 

wth 
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with-ſo aamirable Valour, was crown'd with an univerſal ap- Anno 
plauſe : So that the Count de Candale return'd into France loaded 1612. 
with Glory and Praiſe , and Le Pleſſis baving whilſt he was SYS 
abroad {weerned his temper, and given him a better taſte of his 

Fathers Aﬀection, 'at his return. home ; he alſo return'd into his 

Duty and filial Obedience , which made the Duke with an excels 

of joy receive him with open arms into his boſom ; a re-union 

that continuing ſome years, the (ount liv'd at Court in great Ho- 

nour, and as high Reputation as any Gentleman of his condition 

in the Kingdom. 

Ac thistime here likewiſe hapned an abſolute and perfect re- | 
conciliation betwixt thg- Duke and the Houſe of Guſe, for as | ' 
the refuſal of the Marriage of Madamniſelle de Montpenſier had: loſt 
him the Count de Soifſons friendſhip, ſo did the conſummation of 
that of the Dutcheſs of Montpenſier her Mother with the Duke 
of Guiſe, acquire him that of that Duke, and all his Family. | 

This great Alliance in the revolutions, that after hapned, was 
'of no little importance to the Duke of: Eſpernon, The favour of 
Concino ( oncini Marquis d Encre began ar: this time to ſhew ic 
ſelf, and to appear out of the conceal'dnels, and objcurity, where 
it had tillnow lain hid,-and to raile it ſelf ro ſuch a prodigious 
ſature,. as drew upon the Marquis the envy of the whole Court. 
| Idonot herepretend to ſpeak of the Birth of this Favour, norof 
the degrees by which it roſe to chat exceſſive height, ro which it 
was ſo ſuddeply advanc'd. I ſhall only ſay that this Marquis,find- 
iog himſelf roo weak to bear the great weight of Envy with which 
he found himſelf opprels'd, ſought the triend{hip and ſupport 
| of the Dukeof Eſpernon , who he knew was zlone ſufficient ro 

protect him againſt allche reſt, and ro whom, how -ambitious 
ſoever he might be in his own nature, he made no dithculry to 
ſubmic. He had in the ſpring of his favour receiv'd feveral good 
Offices from him,in acknowledgment of which, or tointerelt the 
Duke further in his preſervation, he caus'd the Marriage of his 
only Daughter with the Marquis de la Yalette the Duke's ſecond 
Son, to be propos'd untohim; offering with her in Dowry the 
Office of Conſtable for the Duke himſelf, ſo ſoon as the King 
ſhould came out of his Minority, of which-the time was near at | 
hand ; and forthe Marquis, Mony and Offices, as much , and as 
many as they could expect by the means , and through the medi- 
ation of a Fayourice; who, through his Wife, poſlels'd an ablo- 
lute Empire over the Queen Regents will. 
Would the Duke have taken the advice-of many of his Ser- 
yants, he had not perhaps, as he did, rejected this/propolal ; but he 
« Oo Ho would 
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Anno would never ſuffer himſelf to be overcome, either by the impor- 
1612. tuniry of his Friends, or the\conſideration of his own peculiar 
0 Bn intereſt, as tothat motion ; inſomuch that inſtead of receiving 
chal # Encze ſo advantageous offers with ſome ſhew of civility and reſpe&, he 
ſeeks the fajl'd little of rejefting them with injury , and contempt, as he 
en fr did with great diſdain : nay he exprels'd great offenſe, and un- 
liance, and kindneſs againſtthoſe who preſs'd him to it, An obſtinacy that [ 
srejetec. ave often heard condemn'd by ſome, who believ'd the Duke had 
never fall'n into thoſe diſorders, whereinto he ſaw himſelf after- 
wards plung'd by the Marquis d' Encres exceflive favour , had he 
made himſelf Moderator, that is Maſter of Afﬀairs, as he might 
with great eaſc havedone : but as he would pretend to no favour 
' himſelf, ſo could he endure no other Favourites; inſomuch that 
he would rather makeit his buſineſs to pull this down, than by 
his intereftto ſerve himſelf in doing his own wark. 
; Though by this repulſe the Marquis d' Encre (upon whom all 
Me things depended at that time) was infinitely cool'd rowards the 
| Duke, yetdid he not manifeſt any diſguſt at all : The Duke was 
ſo neceſſary at Court, the Queen could not be without him, he 
had propounded, and caus'd the Match with Spain to be reſolv'd 
upon, contrary to the opinion of the Princes of the Blood, and 
divers others'of great condition , who follow'd their intereſts; 
et could not the bulines be carried on to the Queen ſatisfaion, 
if he did not remain at Court, to fortifie ſuch in their firſt reſo» 
lution, as otherwiſe might perhaps be taken off by the confidera- 
tion of the great. power of thoſe, who ſo ſtifly oppos'd ir. It was 
therefore neceſſary to make uſe of him in this occaſion for the ac- 
compliſhment of what had becn frſt propounded by him : and 
intheend the conditions of the two Marriages having been mutu- . 
ally accepred/of in both Courts, there was great demonſtration 
of joy in both Kingdoms, France particularly pouring out it ſelf 
in magnificences to a degree almoſt of profuſgon, could roo much 
ratitude have been exprels'd for a blefiing that has already pro» 
duc'd ſo much happineſs, and that is likely ro bring much more 
to the Kingdom. | | 
Whilſt che Court was buſic about the preparation for theſe ſo- 
lemnities, the Prince of Conde, and the Count de Soiſſons, ſudden 
ly withdrew from Court ; whole retirement, cogether with ſome 
iſcontent thoſe of the Religion made ſhew of at the ſametime, 
| gave great apprehenſion, that matters were likely to come to a 
peedy rupture : but the wiſdom of the Queens Council havin 
apply'd ſealonable remedies to this diſorder, if they did not abſo- 
lutely take away the effeQ of what they fear'd , they ar leaſt deferr'd 
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deferrd it; ſo that the, publick.,Peace was for this time ſecur'd;” Anno 
The. Queen caus'd; the Princes, tobe treated. with , who. were at 1612. 
laſt content.ro return: to.Court, and to ſign the conditions of the dV D- 
Marriage; and thoſe. of che Religion, having by this little diſorder 

procur'd ſome inconſiderable conceſſions, referr'd to a fitter op- 
pertunicy the deſign, they had co interrupt the main work, which. - 4 
they conceiv'd would be infinitely prejudicial to their Intereſt, and 


Safety. -- -1 £12 ay 
I cannot inthis place forbear another digreſſion from my.Sub- Anno | 


EEE ESA 


lenge to the Duke of . Zguillon, ſince Duke of 'Hayenne.. This bu- Meaſles 
ſineſs hapned in the Reign of Henry the great, * who did not con- from 3«- 
demn him for ic; and, though it was the firft of this nature that =— my 


erhaps had ever been known. in France , gave. notwithſtanding &guillon, 


cell che ſtory : He advencur'd a poor younger Brother as he was, 
ro go execute his Commiſhon even in the Duke d* Eguillon's own 
Bed- Chamber, whole generofiry and freedom he could never 
ſufficiently commend, he doing him the honour to go out with 
him alone to give his friend latisfaftion , without other caution, 
than his own'bare word, though he could by no means ,prevail 
with him, to let him be further concern'd in the Quarrel, being 
reſolute 'to end the diſpute without a Secand:, the only. thing 
whereof he could complain in che Duke's behaviour towards 
him ; though he gave him ar the ſame time, as much reaſon, to 
magnifie the extraordinary, and noble care he rook, to conceal 
the ation from the Duke of Mayenne his Fathers knowledge, He 
was inthe houſe when the Challenge was brought, and has often 
been heard to ſay, that had he' known. his temerity ,. he would 
have caus'd Marſillacto have been roſt out. of the Windows , to 
have taught him what ic was to. bring a Meſlage of that nature to 
a Prince, from a private Gentleman : and doubtleſs he would 

| | O's” have 
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fron: ; which perhaps ſerv'd for an example ſhortly after to the 
Baron of Luz, int hischallengeto the Chevalier de Guiſe. As for 
Mar fillac after the death of Balagny ( who was kill'd in a Quarrel) 
being entertain'd into the Duke of Eſpernon's Service, he obtain'd 
under him in the comimandoof his Guard , which he beſtowed 


upon him , ſo high a repuration, and eſteem , tharhe was arlaſt 


defir'd bythe King ; where his Majeſty gave him a Company in 
his owh Guards, atid his deſerts were infallibly raiſing him to a 
much higher fortune, if ar the ſame time the King expreſs'd the 
oreareſt eſteem and affeQion for him, he had not ar the Siege of 
Privas recciv'd a Muſquet-ſhot in his head, which as ir determin'd 
his hopes, wasalſo the reward of All his Service. Ee: 

We here with a new year enter upon a new diſorder, of which 
the immoderate greatneſs of (onchini was cither the effeQtual, or 
at leaſt the pretended cauſe; and d6ubekeſs bis favour and infos 
lence were'rais'd'tothar exceſs, as rendred him intolerable; either 
of whith are ſufficiently odions i whomſoever they mppen to 
befound; but being united in him, pull'd upon him the hatred, 
orwinvy of all forts of men. The moſt part of the great ones ſee- 
ing themſelves excluded from all knowledge of Aﬀeirs (neither 
is it poffible to ſatisfie albwho will pretend ro that priviledge) caſt 


their eyes upon the Prince of '{ond&, rointereft him in their dif- 


\ contents; and the Hugonet Fation not being able withone great 


jealouke to ſee the Marriage accompliſh'd, was-no leſs teady than 
thoſe Grandees to break into open arms : The one and the other 
then being in ſuch a difpofition, had joyntly by the negoriation 
of the Duke of Bojiilon recourſe to the Prince of | Conde, perſwa- 
ding him to oppoſe himſelf ro Conchint's greatriefs, tro demand pu- 
niſhmenr for thoſe evils of which he had been the cauſe, and a 
Reformation in the State ; the old and common pretenſe of all 
ſuch as would infeſt the publick peace. The Pritice hadever ſince 
the death of the Connt de Soiſſons been in high conſideration, not 
only by reaſon of his quality as firſt, but alfo as it were ſole Prince 
of the Blood ; to which his admirable endowments rendred him 


- Nnoleſs conſpicuous, thandid the preeminence of his Birth : He 


was knowing, dexterous, and intelligent in all forts of bufineſs, 


beyond what could be expected from his age: notwithſtanding 
all which great qualities, ſomething yer being wanting, that ſome 
conceiv'd was requir'd in a perſon of his eminentcondirion, th 
had not allow'd him that ſhare inthe managetmenc of Aﬀairs he 
either merited, or art leaſtdefir'd ; an injury that he very much re- 
ſneting, and moreover animated by the perfwaſions nor of rhe 
| | Duke 
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Dake de Bojillon only , but allo by the Dukes of Longueville, Am 
Mayenne, Nevers, and Luxenbourg, who had every onea particu- 1614. 
| larpretext for his defe&tion , made him ſuddenly depart from WW, 
Court, arid retire himſclt ro Megjeres in Champagne, from whence, 
ſhould he be ſmartly laid to, he might conveniently retreat to Se- 
dan. To this place he was follow'd by all the other diſcontented 
Lords: as for the Duke of Yendoſme, who had likewiſe promis'd 
todo the ſame, not being able to'getclear of the Court fo ſoon 
as he intended (having been detain'd priſoner in a Chatnber of 
che Lewvre) he nevertheleſs finding means to deceive his Guards, 
elcap'd ſoon after 'to his Goyernment of Bretagne, whiere he did 
what he could to fortifie the FaRtion by the intefeſt he had in that 
Province. | BE: 

This great number of diſcontents pur the Court into ſtrange 
diſorder, the old Miniſters of State, who-had ſeen nothing of a 
Civil War for-many years, apprehending this would certainly 
involve the Kingdom in a deſperate contin : but the Duke of 
Bſpernon having conſider'd that the Princes for the moſt part had 
neither mony, nor credit at home , nor no intelligence abroad, 
few places to retireunto, and fewer friends amongſt the people, 
whom the ſerenity of the preſent Government had rendred very 
well fatisfied with their condition, was of a quite contrary opi- 
nion. He therefore advis'd the Queen Regent” ro cauſe them by -* 3" al 
the Regiments of French, and Swiſſe Guards, with fuch Horle ave, 
as were ready at hand to be ſuddenly purfy'd; affuring her , thac 
if the King would pleaſe to put himſelf inco the Head of chis lictle 
Body, he might with the greateſt caſc imaginable , and without 
reliſtance ſuppreſs a faRion that had inconſiderately engag'd in a 
Rebellion without other ground than the meer inſtigation of 
ſome mutinous ſpirits, and no other ſupport atall. it was the ſame Not follow- 
advice he had formerly given Henry the 11. in the time of his ta- {21G 
vour, and in the firſt commotions of the League; which not vanye oi 
having then been hearkened to, had coſt the King and the whole {© * 
Kingdom ſo dear : but the ſame Counſel had here the ſame ſuc-. 
ceſs, the wiſdom of the Miniſters of State could nor give ear to 
an advice, wherein they apprehended ſo great a danger; (o that 
for want of having obſerv'd what the prelence of a King does in 
a Kingdom, where the reſpe& ro the Sovereign Authority has 
ever been ſo inviolate, as that it ſeems to bea quality inherent co 
that people, they loſt the moſt favourable opportunity to have 
ſecur'd the —_—_— and to have prevented the miſchiefs chat 
cnſu'd, could poſſibly have been wiſh'd. An overſight that che 


Princeof Conde very well obſerving, as | have heard him fay him- 
{elt, 
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as ſelf, he. of that obſervation (as we-ſhall-ſeechereater)-made4 


1634. great advantage for the'King's Service-in the: Queen Morhers 
 YV Aﬀairs. | x 


The advice of taking Arms being thus rejected, the Duke of 


 Eſpernon reſus'd to have any hand in the inſuing -Treaty , wherein 


he ſaw they were to. purchale a Peace he neither thought bonour- 
able, nor likely long to,continue, It was- nevertheleſs ſoon'con- 
cluded, and the Princes having at this time found no Aiſpolition 
inthe people to follow the humour, of their priuare; diſcantents ; 
nor being able of themſelves to raiſe any conſiderable force, made 
no great difficulty of ſelling a Peace ,-rhey would undoubredly, 
have bought at any price, . had they once been made to, feel che 
ſmart of War. Bur for this they had great ſummes of moeny, that 
furniſh'd chem for another Rebellion, with ſome-other conditi- 
ons, as that,there ſhquld be a Convocation of. the Eſtates General 
for regulating ſuch diſorders as (they ſaid ) were introduc'd into 
the Kingdom. Andthis, was that call'd*the ;Peace of Saint Mene- 
hou,- according to the Articles of which, there; follow'd after a 
Convocation of the Eſtates, but not rill:the Declaration, -of the 
King's Majority had firſt been ratified in the Parliament of Pars ; 
that Act having been thought convenient to precede the Aﬀſem- 


'bly, cothe end that whatever they ſhould there conclude , might 


be more .authentick , and.admit of no diſpute for the time.co 


COMme., 


During this Seſſion of the Eſtates, and-inthe ſight as it were 


_ of all France, which inthe perſons of their Depuries ſeem'd-to 


be then preſent at Faris, the Duke did. an ation which made a 
reat buſtle, and noiſe in the beginning. but that in the iflue, 
through the high conſideration and cfteem of his Authority and 
Vertuc; was paſs'd over well enough. | have already ſaid,.when 
ſpeaking of theereftion of the Duke's command of Colonel Ge: 
neralin Title of an C fice of the Crown, that the King annex'd 
thereto a Sovereign Juſtice, or Court Martial over all the French 
Infantry. In any difference berwixt Souldier and Souldier , che 
Duke, together with the Officers of that Body to which the Soul- 
dier did belong, was abſolute and ſovereign Judge of the Offenie, 
bur if the difference hapned to be berwixt a: Souldier and a Citi- 
zen, there he was to call ſome Officers of. Juſtice, rogether -with 
the Officers of the Regiment to aſliſt him. Rules thar, being en- 
ter'd amongſt the Statutes of the Crown, are at this day part of 
the Law, as they make up the moſt noble part of that braye.com- 
mand. It hapned thatar this time, rwo Souldiers of the Regi- - 
ment of Guards fighting a Duel in the Pre-au-Clercs,a place within 
| | the 
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| the Juriſdition of the Abby of Saint Germans , the one beirig Aj 
(lain, the other wastaken, and delivered into the hands of the 1614. 
Prevoſt of Saint German; , who detain'd him in the Priſon'be- www 
longingto the Abby. Whereupon the Duke conceiving this had 
been ignorantly done by the Officer , who perhaps might nor 
know how far ia this caſe his Authority did extend, ſent the Pre- 
voſt-Martial of the Regimentto the Bailiff ro make him under- 
ſtand the rightthe Duke had ro demand his Priſoner , and withal 
civilly ro entreat him to deliver him up,that he might be brought 
co his Trial : Bur this entreaty was anſwer'd with a ſurly and po- 
firive demal, which being, inthe terms it was deliver'd, carried 
' backto the Duke, made him infinitely impatient , that rhe Laws 
eſtabliſh'd in favour of his command , ſhould ſuffer ſo great a 
contempt: neither could he on the other ſide ſubmir to purſue all 
the due Forms, by which he was by order of Law and Juſtice to 
_ retrive his man, Thinking it theretore the moſt expedite way to 
make uſe of his own Authority in the caſe, he commanded the 
Lieutenant of the Company of which the Priſoner was , to take 
a Squadron along with him, and by fair means or foul to bring 
him away ; which was accordingly executed : and upon a ſc- 
cond refulal the Priſon of Saint Germans broke open , and the 
Souldjer carried away to be puniſh'd according to the rigour of 
the Law, but by thoſe nevertheleſs who were his proper and na- 
cural Judges. 
Hercupon-the Bailiff goes to tte Parliament to complain of 
the contempt had been offer'd to the Court by a violence upon 
cheir inferiour Officers : upon which complaint, and an Indict- 
ment Viva voce preferr'd by the Bailiff himſelf; rhe Parliamenc 
iſſued outa Warrant to apprehend the Lieutenant for executing 
his Colonels Order , with a Citation of perſonal appearance 
againſt che Colonel himſelf : A proceeding, thar as it could nor 
certainly be approv'd by all , ſurpriz'd and nettled the Duke to 
the laſt degree. He complain'd of ito the King , repreſenting art 
the ſame time his realonsto juſtifieche AR, and not being able to 
ſupport the contempt he conceiv'd was caſt upon his perſon , by a 
body he had ever honour'd, and ſometimes oblig'd, he would give 
the world an accomprt it was no eahie matter to ow a Proceſs up- 
on him, That from the Parliament had been granted out the f1x- 
teenth of November, and on the ninteenth the Duke went thi- 
therin perſon, accompanied with five, or fix hundred Gentle- 
men, beſides whom there alſo crowded: as many more young - 
Souldiers of the Regiment of Guards 'into the Palace; inſo- 
much that all the Baſe-Court, Galleries, and the very Hall ic ſelf 
was 
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Les ; was full of them. The Duke pretended he went to preſent hes 


ſelf in obedience to the Proceſs had been iffued out againſt him, 
chough no one could belicye he went in ſucha poſture with any 
intent of ſubmiſſion : So that the Parliament advertiz'd of his 
coming with ſo great a Train, and not knowing his deſign , nor 
co what his paſſion might cranſport him, ſuddenly adjourr'd, re- 
tiring every man his owh way before their uſual time, 

As itis hard to govern a confus'd, and unruly mulcicade, a ſorr 
of young hair-brain'd fellows, who attended the Duke, offer'd 
ſome indignities,. and affronts to ſome of the inferiour Officers of 
the Court; and being moſt of them in Boots, purpoſely intan- 
gled their Spurs in the Uſhers, and Proftors Gowns ,: thinking 
thereby the more to oblige the Duke , as they appear'd more ſen- 
ſible ot his offenſe. An inſolence that infinitely aggravated the 
buſineſs, which without that had been foul enough of ir ſelf. A 
great complaint whereot was made againſt the Dake, as reſpon- 
_ fiblefor all that hapned atthe Palace , every one believing that, in 
the deſign he had co brave the Parliament, all things were done by 
his order, which had paſs'd in his preſence. fr. 

If the Duke had manifeſted a reſentment of the injury he had 
receiv'd from the Parliament, the Parliament expreſs'd no leſs for 
what the Duke had done to tne contempt of their Dignity ,' yet 
did they make no complaint thereof to the'King ; but remaining 
in a profound ſilence (the trueſt ſign of a violent affliction) order'd 
a cefſation of Juſtice, with a determinate reſolution never ro meer - 
again, till firſt a publick and ſolemn reparation ſhould be made. 

T his bufincls, proceeding to ſuch a height, put the King and 
Queen into a very great confuſion ; they thought it neither con- 
venient nor lafe in this junCure of Aﬀairs, which ſeenvd to 
chreaten ſome ſudden miſchict, ro diſoblige the Duke of Epernon;' 
neither did they think ft an eaſie matter to perſwade him to pay 
the Parliament any great ſubmiſſions; who, on the other fide, 
would in ſuch a caſe as this accept of no ordinary fatisfation. At 
laſt the Kingilcot the Duke de YVantadour to the Palace, to tell the 
Parliament from him, That by their Body his perſon being repre- 
* ſented, all the injury they pretended to haye receiv'd from the 
© Duke of Eſpernon refleted immediately upon him : Thar his 
* Majeſty allo took it to himſelf, to whom itdid belong, to vindi- 
*catc his own Honour, which he ſhould be ſufficiently: able ro. 
* do without any neceſſity upon them of efpouſing his Quarrel : 
** burthat becauſe the buſineſs had made ſome noiſe, that might 
* perhaps have given ſome offenſe to the publick , he therefore de- 


* fir'd they ſhould receive a publick ſatisfaction, and ſuch a one as 
| ſhould 
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*« ſhould ſarisfie the world of the grear reſpeQ he had to Juſtice:*- Jnns 
** That in order thercunto ic was his pleaſureche Priſoner ſhould 161g; 
© be rerurn'd, cothe lame place from whence he had becntaken, SV 
* and by the ſame perſon by whom he had been ferch'd, away ; 
*« and as for what.concern'd the Duke, who proteſted he had no 
* intention-to offend che Parliament in what he had done , he 
©* ſhould be defir'd in his own petſon ro make the ſarhe proteſta- 
< tion before them. | et 5 
Things being thus order'd, the Duke of Efpernon the nine and 
ewenctieth of the ſame month went co the Palace ; when , though 
with no extraordinary Train about his perſon, ſo many. never- 
chelcſs of his Friends had conyey'd chemlelves into the Palace, as 
were ſufficient co make head againſt bis Enemies , ſhould they, 
by taking advantage of the place, or by pretending co do arighe 
ro the Aſſembly, have atrempred any thing againſt him. Being 
come into the great Chamber, and having taken his accuſtomed 
ſcat, he, ſpeaking with his hat on, in few words Remonftrated : 
© That having never had other intent, than co pay all duc reſpe&t 
*toan Aſſembly in which he had had the honour for many years 
© to have ſomeplace, he could not but admire they ſhould inter- 
*© pret what was an effec of that due honour and reſpe&t , for a 
* premeditated offenſe : That he was not altogether ſo unthrifry 
© of his own Intereſt , as to offer an injury to them, which he 
* could not but know would rebound upon himſelf: That he 
* had, for two and thirty years paſt, been a Member of that Ho- 
© nourable Body ; during all which time there had not beea per- 
© haps a man of his condition, more paſſionate for their Service, 
*than himſelf in the Kingdom : That he had fer down amongl[t 
* the good fortunes of his life , the opportunity he had happily 
<« met withal of expreſſing his good Aﬀection ro the Dignity of 
*that Aſſembly, whea after the death of Henry the Great, of 
© Glorious Memory, he had firſt advis'd them to make uſe of 
«their own Authority in providing for the Regency of the King- 
« dom: That he had tendred them his Service upon thar _—_ 
< on, : Which had not been altogether incffeCtual ro the putting 
© them in poſſeſſion of a priviledge which would doubileſs bera- 
& ken notice of in ages yet to come : That if any\indilcreer per- 
<« ſons had made uſeof his name, cither for the pretenſe of their 
© jinſolencies, or in the proſecution of their own private revenge, 
<« heſeriouſly demanded their Juſtice, as the perſon molt con- 
* cern'din the offenſe: Thar he very well knew his enemies 
< would lay hold of that occaſion, ro make him appear in all che 
<« fault, butthar hedid humbly beſecch them to judge more fa- 
; P p vourably 
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© hadever made it more his 


©yourably of his intentions , and that all things dvds 2 be ' 
* forgor (concluding his ſpeech with cheſe very words) T har he 
«* JidTritrezrto be excus'd, if in arude and unpoliſh'd diſtourſe, 
© he bad'rior given that ſatisfaftionhecould have wilh'dtotheir 
<Learticd Ears, who — his fe a Captait'of Foor, 
dy co do, than'ty ſpeak'\well:” To 
whichrhe firſt Preſident Ferdun, after having «mn "Votes 
of the Aſſembly , recurn'd this Anſwer 3 © Thar fince the King 
« was graciouſly pleas'd to incline more to' Clemency than Ri- 
« cotir, the Court by his Majefties expreſs Command, and'm con- 
" Cderuionof his miany brave Services, as allo willing to'make 
«rhe beſt interpreration of what had paſs'd, accepred of his ex-- 
«© cvſe ; hoping thereby for the fatute; co engage both himſelf and 
* his Sons t0-pay thoſe Seryicrs to the King and Kingdom co 
* whichthey were iti gratitude oblig'd;, and ro chat Courr' the 
©* Honour and reſpe& was due umto them. Of which he never af- 


ter fail'd; neither at the hour of his death , was there any perſon 


« of his condition in the Kingdom , who had tore: friends than 
he in that honourable Aſſembly,” nor that had more reaſon pon 
ſevcral occaſions to magnihie their Juſtice, . AVE 


The end of the Sixth Book. 
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ESQ Oon: afterthe forementioned diſpute betwixt the Anno 

WES Parliament, and the Duke, the Aſſembly of 1615. 
xy Eftates broke up ; which, inſtead of the happy = 

d - Reformation was expected to enſue , was imme- 

PB JS diately follow'd by a War; upon which the 

| Council (after having long waver'd in the un- 

certainty of the Peace ſo lately and ſo dearly bought) ſaw:itneceſ- 

ſary at laſt to reſolve. The diſcontents of the Prince of (onde was The Com- 

again the cauſe of this, as it had been of the late Commorion —_— . 

and thoſe diſcontents again founded upon the greatneſs, of Cons to hinder 

chini, now advanc'd to the honour of Fareſchal of France. The —_ 

HMareſchal therefore finding the Prince had conceiv'd an implaca- > ha 

ble animoſity agaiaſt him, and very well forelecing , that unleſs 

he freed himiell” from the difficulties he would eternally ſtrew in 

his way, he could never raiſe himſelf to that pitch of greatneſs, 

to which he did aſpire; he reſoly'd ro come to a publick Rupture 

with him, and to remove him from the King's Preſence by a War 

that ſhould for a ſufficient time ſecure himſelf from thoſe obſtacles 
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WYY Court; having as before , 


hands, Icft 


he was otherwiſe certain to receive from ſo powerful an Enemy. 
The Prince . was already. $tir'd- in. greet- diſcontent from 
| taken the way of (Chompayne, that he 
might be near Sedan , his ſureft refuge, ſhonld he beovermarch'd 
by the Royal Power : where alier Conthini kad longamys'd him 
with the hope of ſame advantagtous Aogommodacion he-at one 
blow cut him offchar expeAtation , by cauſing a Summons to be 
ſent him co be in readineſs to attend the King 1n his Progreſs into 
Guienne, whither his Majeſty was reſolv'd ſhortly to take a Jour- 
ney for the conſummation of his Marriage; an Afair that having 
ever been oppos'd by the Prince, he very well underſtood the 
meaning of that Summons, and now plainly ſaw how he was to 
truſt in the ſtrength of his own Arms. He hadever {incethelaft 
breach been (ſo {« —_ ro continue his injelljgence, and to main- 
tain the League he had contraRted with the Lords of his Party 
the precedent year, that it was no hard matter far him ta,engage - 
them in this ngw Quarrc|: the Dykes of- Zongueville, Mayenne, 
YVendoſme, and Nevers declar'd highlyan his fayour, andthe. Duke 
of Buillon (whole intereſt carried the whole FIugonot Fation 
along with it.) did the ſame ; ſo thar all things were apparently 
diſpos'd for an inteſtine War, inall the beſt Provinces of the 
Kingdom. | 
So many diſcontented perſons, and thoſe ſo conſiderable in 
themſelves, put the Court into no little diſorder; the Kings Jour- 
ney in order to his Marriage had been reſolv'd upon, and the 
time with the Spaniſh Agents concluded; which was cvery where 
ſo publickly known, that the Honour of the King and the Queen 
Mother was nat a little concern'd in the conſummation of athing, 
ro which they were ſo ſolemnly engag'd : butthere was ſcarce any 
whodurft undertaketo overcome the difficukies were prepar'd to 
hinder that great Aﬀair. For after the retirergent of all the fore- 
nam'd Princes , there was not any remain'd at Court , except 
the Dukes of Guiſe and Efpernon, who were capable of ſerving 
the King in ſo dangerous an occafion ; and of thele the Duke of 
Guiſe, Cobh in ſhew well cnough with the Queen, ſtood never- 
theleſs ſo ſuſpe&ted to her, that ſhe durft not truſt an Army in his 
6 joyning with the diſcontenred Princes (whereof 
the greater part were his Kindred;or neatly ally'd to him.) bis Ma- 
jeſties Perſon might be left wholly to their diſcretion; and al- 
though ſhe had notthe ſame jealouſic ofthe Duke of Fſpernon (no 
body doubting his Fidelity) yet could not that command be con- 
ferr'd upon him , without piving offenſe ro the Duke of 
Guiſe, th 19 | 


In 
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. In this anxiety then how ſhe might ſatisfie chem 'both , the Anno 
Duke of Fſpernon went one day to attend the Queen, where he 16 15. 
made it his humble requeſt ro her Majeſty | ſhe would not in the vw 
leaſt conſider his particular ſatisfa&tion in this occurrence : © Tel- of Eſpernah 
* ling her he ſhould ever be very well ſatisfied , provided their Service »p- 
* Majeſties wereſerv'das they oughtto be : Thar he did hope 27;09* © 
they would, and that he was doing ſomething in order to 1c- 
f* curing their Journey ſo far as Bordeaux ; wherein he neverthe- 
© leſs pretended to no other Command, than barely to ride in the 
© head of thoſe Friends, which he ſhould make ready for that Ser- 
© vice : Thatperhapsa greater Authority might give diſtaſte ro 
* ſome, who atthis time were by no means to be diſoblig'd: » 
* That forwwhat concern'd the Princes, a good Army interpos'd 
© berwixt them, and Paris, under the command of ſome man of 
© Quality and Experience would be ſufficient : and that for any 
« thing could be apprehended from thoſe of the Religion, whoſ: 
«© greateſt ſtrength were in Poitou, Xaintongue, and Rochelle upon 
* the way to Bordeaux, he himſelf would undertake , his Go- 
© yernments, in thole parts giving him ſufficient power ſo rodo. 
The Queen Mother, by this aſſurance being confirm'd in her 
firſt defign ,! rold the Duke thar ſhe abſolutely relign'd the 
King's Perſon, and her own to his care and proteQtion ; that ſhe 
therefore deſir'd him to order all things, as ſhould ſeem to him 
the moſt convenient, as ſhe abſolutely lefr chem to his Valour and 
Wiſdom : A Commiſhon the Duke had no ſooner receiv'd, bur 
that ſeeing himſelf authorized ſo ro do , he caus'd the King's de- 
| parturethe ſeventcenth of Augu## to be proclaim'd, perſwading 

the Queen to confer the Command of the Army which was to at» 
tend the Princes motion upon the Mareſchal de Bois-Dauphin, advi- 
fing her Majeſty further, and in he firſt place to provide for the 
ſecurity of Pars, thatthe Princes Servants, who had great Authos» - 
rity in the City, might raiſe no commotion there in their Maje- 
ſties ablence. 

After therefore that had been taken order for, by the ſecuring 

of ſomeeminent and ſuſpe&ed perſons, the Court departed from 
Paris, happily arriving in a few days at Peifiers : and had not Ma- 
dam the King's Siſter fallen fick of the Small Pox delayed their 
Journey, their Majeſties had been upon their return before the 
Princes could have got their Forces together ; bur that unhappy 
accident, having conlſtrain'd them to ſtay near two months at Poi- 
Fiers, gave their Enemies leiſureto put chem into great apprehen- 
fions : which was alſo the only harm they received from this in- 
ſurreRion, 
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At the ſame City of Poifiers there hapned another diſorder ar 
this time, wherein had not the Duke of | Eſpernon, who was prin- 
cipally concern'd in the Afair , rendred himſel{. unuſually: cract- 
able, another obſtacle to that Progreſs had infallibly.enſu'd, The 
Duke of Guiſe, from the timeof his Marriage with the Dutcheſs 
of Meontpenfier, had pretended to the Wardſhip, of Madameoiſelle 
her Daughter ; who was Inheritrix to ſuch a Forrune , as might 
reaſonably induce any man to covet the management of. ſo brave 
an Fftate, which nevertheleſs he could not obtain , withour -the 


conſent of the Duke who was greatUncle to theyoung Princeſs : 


and he, having very good reaſon to. believe the Dake of Guiſe did 
in this claim, more conſider his own intereſt ,. than thar of the 
Dutcheſs of Hontpenſier his Niece', would never gratific him in 
that particular. But the Duke of- Guiſe conceiving his Seryice to 
be altogether neceſlary atthis time, took this opportunity to-im<- 
portune the Queen, either to cauſethe Duke of Eſpernon, to. ſatis- 
fie him inthis point, or to give him leaye to- retire. Whereupon 
the Queen ſpoke of it tothe Duke; whom ſhe found very,averſe 
to any ſuch motion; he humbly entreating her Majeſty. to diſ- 
pole abſolutely of all his own concerns, but not ro command him 
to neglect his Nieces intereſts ; though in the 'end , the Queen, 
who could promiſe to her ſelf no good iflue of that Journey, 
without a good intelligence betwixt thele two great perfons ,-1o 
far prevail'd upon the Duke, that he was content to ſatisfie the 
Dukeof Guiſe; by which means their friendſhip upon the point 
for ever to be difſoly'd, upon this little occaſion, grew greater and 

more firm than ever. - Li ioordas 
As ithad been no hard matter to foreſee how advantageous 
the long Sickneſs of Fadam, and their Majeftics ſtay at Poiftiers 
would beto the deſigns of tholc of the Religion, and others who 
were engag'd in the Priqgces Quarrel : So had the Duke. of Eſ- 
pernon omitted nothing that might any way ſerve to diyert the 
dangerous effe&ts of that untoward accident. And herein he had 
been eſpecially ſolicitous to put his Governments of Xaintonge, 
and 4ngoumois into a poſture fic for his Majeſties Service, upon 
chat the ſecurity of that Voyage chiefly depending. To this pur- 
pole therefore he had ſent thither the Duke ef Candale , his cldeſt 
Son (already eſtabliſh'd in the ſucceſſion of thoſe Governments) 
to keep them in Obedience : Neyertheleſs what he did for. ſo 
good an end , ſucceeded otherwiſe than he expeRted , news be- 
ing brought him , that this .Son had entertain'd  reſoluti- 
ons much contrary to his own , and having ſuffer'd himſelf 
to be miſſed by certain ungoyern'd paſſions , was fall'n off 
from 
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from his duty ro embrace new Counſels, and to follow riew De- 
fions. © | 9 
"Whethier it werethe ſenſe of this miſcarriage in his Sofn (which 
alſo occaſion'd a new, and a wider breach' betwixt ther) or the 
- apprehenſion of being by this means made incapable of perfor- 
ming his word with the King and Queen , that puthis miad into 
- that diſorder whereinto he ſoon afterfell ; ſo it was.chat he fell 
ſick of ſo violent a grief, as every one expe&&ed would carry him 
to his grave. Things nevertheleſs ſucceeded im his Government 
according to what he had undertaken , their Majeſties after the re- 
covery of Madam, having lefs, Poiftiers, proceeded in great fecu- 
rity to rr neither there, nor in any other place through- 
out the whole Journey mecting with any impediment at all. Bur 
the Duke wounded to the ſoul wich the violent. ſorrow *of his 
Sons untoward carriage was now no longer able to bear ir our, 
bur haviny convey'd their Majeſties co the utmoſt bounds of his 
Government (that is to ſay out of all danger , they there entring 
upon Guienne, where the way was clear to Bordeaux) fell ſudden- 
ly into ſo great a weakneſs, that he was carried back for dead to 
Angouleſmet : He lay above forty hours (a very extraordinary 
thing) without ſpeech, pulſe, or aty kind of motion ; infomuch 
that not a perſon about him, but concluded him abſolutely dead : 
but atlaſt his Spirits, which had been ſo long overcome with 
orief, and his ſtrength weakned by a very long abſtinense , bing 
Ktirr'd up by aglaſs of Water (his ordinary and beſt Remedy, an 


The Duke 
of Eſpernn 
talls deſpe- 
rately (lick; 


which he ever made uſe of inall diſtempers) hg began a little ro 


come to himſelf, with ſo great an aſtoniſhmenr nevertheleſs, chat 
he continued a great while without any kind of -knowledge ; his 
fighs, which were the iflue of his grief, being the only evidence 
+ almoſt he gave that hewas yet alive. Yet could he not, in this 
great and total negle& of himſelf, forger the care of his Maſters 
Aﬀeairs, he being no ſooner return'd to a new life , but that he 


diſpatch'd away the Marquis de la Yalette , who had continued 


abour him, during his Sickneſs, to atrend the King, amd Queen ; 
that the Friends he had engag'd in this Voyage, having himſelf as 
It werepreſent with them, in theperſonof ſo deara part of him- 
ſelf, might continue more diligent in their duty. 

The Duke had the honour, during this Sicknels, to be viſited 
by ſeveral perſons ſent purpoſely by che King and Queen to ſee 
him, by whom he receiv'd very obliging Letters, under their Ma- 
jefties own hands ; and when ſomething recover'd, others of the 
lame ſtile and kindneſs. Mounſieur de Villeroy alſo , aftertheir old 
animobities, being become his very great friend, wrir very often 

to 
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vo © to him ; wherein he ſtill gave him an accompe of all-Afﬀairs; con- 
1615, juring himto make all the haſte he could ro Court, where heſaid 
WY his Preſence-and Service was never more necellary than at this 


time. Two of .which Letters I have ſeen, bearing date, the twen+ 
tieth, and four and twentieth of Oober 1615, Notthatthe Duke 
was nevertheleſs upon-ſo good terms-at Court, as he had former- 
| ly been: neither did thoſe Leters imply any ſuch thing}, . it being, 
hardly to beexpected he could bein any eminent pres of favour 
with the Queen Mother (upon whom , at that time , all things. 
depended.) being out with the Mareſchal d' Encre , whoſe Wite 
had ſo ſtrange an aſcendentover her Majeſties inclinations; bur 
thar his Service could, in this junRure,, by no. means be ſpar'd : 
neither did he, how evidently foever he ſaw his favour decline, 
fail, out of that conſideration, in-any part of his Duty, being 
reſolute rather to periſh, than that their Majeſtics ſhould luffer the 
lealt inconvenience, So ſoon therefore as he-was able to Travel, 
he went to Bordeaux, where he arriv'd the twelfth day of No- 
vember, and a few days after attended the King to ( aftres , a lit- 
tle Village upon the great Road from Bayenne to that Ciry;where 
the King would tic firſt time ſee the Queen his Spouſe, and 
where the Duke,who was very perfc&t in the Spaniſh Tongue, had 
the honour to entertain her atthe Boot of her Coach , whilſt his 
Majeſty, in a crowd of fome young Lords and Gentlemen on 
Horſeback paſs'd by incognito to view her. | 

The young Queen,arriving at Bordeaux the 25th. of November, 
found the Court in a very great Alarm atthe news of the Princes 
being advanc'd oh this fide the River Loire ; . whoſe Forces being 
by this.time united, and morcover re-inforc'd with ſome Forein 
Troops, were likely ro make their Majeſties return ro Paris very 
difficulr, and dangerous. An occaſion wherein che Duke of E/- . 
pernon's Services were again of very great moment, who, during 
his abode at Angouleſme, after his recovery, had made many Les 
vies, which were all ready at Yille-Bow ; a recruit that confiſting 
of 5000. Foot, and 400. Light Horſe , and joyn'd to the Forces 
cheir Majeſtics already had, abſolutely ſecur'd their return through 
che Countries of Xantonge , and Poiftou , poſiels'd by thole of 
the Religion, and withour any difficulty made good their way to 
Poiftiers, and ſo to Tours, notwithſtanding whatever the Princes 
could do to oppoſe them. | 

In this return of the King to Par, the Duke of Guiſe was made 
General of the Army, which had hitherto ſery'd under the .244- 
reſchal de Bow-Dauphin , and the Duke of Eſpernon had alſo the 
abſolute Authority of cheir Majeſtics Condu& conferr'd upon 


him, 


— 
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him ; who, for fear of diſtaſting the Duke of Guiſe would never 
till then pretend co any command : an undertaking wherein he 
ſo acquitted himſelf, as mighrigive him reaſonable expeRation of 
a grateful return : Bur who can promile to himſelf any fruits of 
his ſervices, eſpecially at Court, where the beſt are uſually re- 
warded with hatred, or envy ? nor had the Duke's a better ac- 
knowledgment, when having performed all that could be expe- 
&ed froma Loyal Subje&t, and a brave Gentleman, and thar 
their Majeſties by his vigilancy and valour were once ſettled in 
ſafety, there was nothing more thought of, than how to revenge 
the Mareſchal d' Encre, even at the price of {o good, and fo Faichfal 
a Servant, 


Anno 
1615. 
WOW Ng 


The firſt evidencethe Duke met withal of any manifeſt diſgrace, Tie begin= 


was upon the occaſion of a vacancy that hapned in the Company 


of la Courbe, one of the Captains in the Regiment of Guards : a 


ning of otic 
Duke of - 
Eſpernon's 


Gentleman thar having ſerv'd long, and with great Reputation in *igrace- 


that Command, and hapning to die in this Journey ; and his Son 


a young and hopeful Cavalier , having before his Fathers death 
been admitted Enſign to that Company,the Duke, who had been 
a great lover of the Father (whoſe brave and late Services ſeem'd 
likewilc to plead in behalf of the Son ) had moy'd their Majeſties 
in his Favour, that that Command might be conferr'd upon him. 
Sincethe death ot the late King , nor of long before , had the 
Duke ever appear'd zealous in any requeſt he had not, withour 
any great difficulty,obtain'd ; neither had heleſs, but more reaſon 
now, than ever to-expe&t the ſame favour, his recent Services ha- 
ving been of that importance tothe Kings Aﬀairs : all which ne- 
verthcleſs being cither.notregarded,or forgot; and the deſign had 
before been concluded to diloblige him, prevailing above the me- 
rits of che Father, the pretenders Right, and the Duke's Intereſt 
who interceded for him, la Beſxe, Lieutenant tothe ſame Compa- 
ny, was preferr'd before young la Courbe , how diſpleas'd ſoever 
the Duke ſcem'd to be at chat EieCtion. Yet did he not reſent this ill 
uſage ſo high as to leave the Court, ſatisfying himſelf at preſent 
- with maniteſting his diſcontents bymany and publick complaints, 
though in vain, the Court now no more caring to offend him : 
but on the contrary taking this occaſion to exclude him from the 
Council, where his candid, and unbyals'd opinions did nothing 
reliſh wich ſuch as would have all things give way to their own 
private intereſts(and doubtleſs had he at this timeia the leaſt ban- 
diced with his cnemies, they would immediately have attempted 
upon. his perſon) that the Mareſchal d' Encre, and his Wife might 
| by ſo powerful an oppoles be no longer travers'd intheirdefigns. 


Q q The 
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Amos TheDuke's Aﬀairs were in this poſture, when their Majeſties 
1615. having firſt recover'd Poitiers , and afterwards Chaſtellerant 
LY (where the Peace concluded at Loudun was fign'd) arriv'd in the 

'  endat Tours, neitherdid the Duke there fail, how ill ſoever he 
ſaw himſelf entertain'd, continually to pay all due reverence to the 
Queen, when coming one day into her Chamber with a great 
many other Lords and Gentlemen, one of the beams char ſup- 
ported the floor ſuddenly broke ; inſomuch that all chat fide of 
the Room fell down with a ſudden ruine, overwhelming all thoſe 


that ſtood upon it, ro their exceeding great peril. Many perſons of 

veryeminent qualitywere engag'd inthe danger of this fall amongſt 

whom the Count de Soiſſons , then very young, was one, 'as allo 
The Du';© the Duke Baſſompierre, Villeroy, and ſome others : The Duke be- 


in preat 
danger. 


ing always very well attended, his Servants ſuddenly leap'd into 
the midſt of the ruines , to relieve him , where, though himſelf 
was dangeroully engag'd, and very much hurt in ſeveral places, 
eſpecially in one ſhoulder, he nevertheleſs call'd our to his Friends 
torun and ſave the Count , himſelf alſo affiſting as much as in 
him lay to diſingage bim from therubbiſh , and to pur him out 
of danger by the Window of a low Parlour ; being much more 
ſolicitous of this Prince's fafety than his own : who, being by his 
own, and his Servants diligence ſecur'd, he afterwards difingag'd 
himſelf from the ruines, and wounded, as has been faid, was con- 
vey'd-to his own Lodgings. The Queen Mother, who, by good 
fortune had eſcap'd the danger (that part of the Chamber where 
ſhe ſate, being ſupported by the more faichful ſtrength of the other 
Beam thatremain'd entire } ſent very graciouſly to viſit all the 
perſons of Quality, who had receiv d any- hurt by this accident, 
che Dakeonly (who was defign'd for the worſt ulage) excepted. 
It is not to be doubted, but that the Duke muſt needs hichly rc- 
ſent ſo manifeſt a preterition , by which he evidently percciv'd 
; they intended to make him ſenſible of his diſgrace; ſo thar fear- 
ing, ſhould he continue at Court after ſoclear a teſtimony of dil- 
favour, ſomething of a ruder nature might be pur upon him, he 
forthwith reſolv'd to retire himſelf, as he did, but with high and 
publick complaints of the injuſtice was done him, and of the un- 
worthy recompenlc he received for all his Service. He ſpent two 
days beforc his departure in viſiting, and raking leave of his friends, 
forbearing nevertheleſs that Ceremony to all he conceiv'd not to 
beſuch, in what degree of favour ſoever they might be at Court ; 
| he either having never underſtood , or having never been willing 
tolearn thoſe mean Court Maxims that oblige men to aifſemble 
theirreſentments, and to give thanks for injuries receiv'd : de- 
| claring 
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claring on the contrary to all the world, that he went away wich 
the diſſatisfaction an honeſt man oughtto have for the loſs of his 


time, and ſervice, Notwithſtanding ar laſt, taking his leave of 4 

their Majeſties,he was by the King and Queen very civilly diſmiſt, The Doty 
of £=/p:rnon 

refircs rum 


uſual coldnels ſhe had already begun co diſcover upon ſeveral oc- Court. 


though the Queen Mother receiv'd his laſt complements with the 


caſions. 

Afrerthis manner the Duke retir'd back to Angouleſme, his old, 
and ordinary refuge, in all his diſgraces, whilſt their Majeſties con- 
tinued their Journey to Paris , where they arriv'd in June, and 
whitherthe Prince of Conde alſo (imagining he had by the Treaty, 
of Loudon eſtabliſh'd his Afairs in ſo lure a condition, that ic was 
not in the power of event to work any alteration to his diſadvan- 
tage) came preſently after; but he ſoon found that nothing is more 
unſtable, than a power, how great ſoever, that depends meerly up- 
on its own ſtrength, the ſole name. of a King (though a Child, 
and the publick adminiſtration managed by a man hateful to all) 


being ſufficient to arreſt hirh inthe very arms of all his Confede- = Prince 
onde 
> contin'd. 


rates, and even in the City of Paris, where he believ'd his perſon 
chrough the affections of the people in greater ſecurity, than in any 
other place of the Kingdom. 

All the Princes,and Lords,notonly thoſe tHen preſent at Court, 
and who had engag'd with the Prince in the late commo- 
tions, bur alſo all the reſt of theirparty , aſtoniſh'd at ſo gxtra- 
ordinary a proceeding, and believing that afcer an example like 
this, neither reſpe& of perſons, nor any ſecurity in general was 
to be expected, they ſuddenly retir'd from Court; ro whom the 
reſt almoſt as ſuddenly re-unired themſelves for their common 
ſafety. The Mareſchal, who thought that by ſecuring the Head of 
the Faction, he had likewiſe ſecur'd himſelf from the danger of 
the reſt, was infinitely. ſurpriz'd when he ſaw them now united in 
more formidable numbers than before, and that the Lords of the 


Houſe of Guiſe alſo ablented themlelves upon this occafion , - 


wherein nevertheleſs he had this hope, that lo many perſons of 
equal quality would not long agree together, eſpecially if preſs'd 
home by the Royal Arms: An opinion that made him relolye 
to ſet immediately ſuch Forces on foot, as ſhould be ſufficient ro 
encounter, and ſuppreſs them in ſeveral places at once. Neither 
did he-.care to reduce any by Treaty, ſave only the Duke of Guiſe, 
conceiving an Accommodation with him would be mare caſily 
effe&ed, than with any of the ather , by how: much he had eyer 


obſery'd a greater moderation. in;him , and his Brothers towards 


himſelf, than thereſt; ro which likewiſe the — 
| Qq 2 uke 


— 


Anno 


1615. 


_ 
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Ams Duke had ever manifeſted for the Queen in other occaſions, gave 
1615. him greater aſſurance of a flexibility in himto her Majeſties de- 
LYN fires in this, and that without much difhculry a good intelligence 

might be eſtabliſh'd betwixt them; as there afterwards was, the 
Guiſes, having receiy'd caution for their ſecurity, being content to 

return to Court. 
The 4 r/- This little negotiation being ſo happily diſpatch'd , the Mareſ- 
chil E"?* chal immediately betook himſelf ro Arms, and fo vigorouſly, thar 
apainit the, in a very few days, three great Armies were ſet on foot, whereof 
m_ of _ one Was ſent againſt the Duke of Mayenne, who was retir'd to 
.\ne,  Soiſſons; another againſt the Duke of Nevers in Champagne ; and 


eZzne, 
the third againſt the Dutcheſs of Nevers , who with a generoſity 
(ſomething extraordinary in her delicate Sex) was reſolute to de- 
fend the Dutchy of Nivernos, which was the Inheritance of the 
Duke her Husband. By. 
Amo In this diſorder of Aﬀairs,the Duke of Eſpernon, apprehendin 


1616, thatthehatred the Mareſchal had conceiv'd againſt him,was no lcls 
than that he manifeſted againſt the reſt, and that he would infal- 
libly fall upon him, ſo ſoon as he had diſpatch'd with them , he 
had no mind to be ſurpriz/d,nor to ſuffer himſelf ramely to be op- - 

reſs'd ; conſidering therefore that alone he ſhould nor long be 
ableto refiſtthe power of the King, whole name his enemy had 
uſurp'd inall his Afairs, he addreſs'd himſelf to the Duke of 
Monmorency, to engage him in his Quarrel; by whoſe mcdiati- 
on he made no doubt to draw over ! Eſdiguieres allo. The Duke 
knew thoſetwo to be no better ſatisfied with the preſent Govern- 
ment than himſelf; who, although they were not openly perſe- 
cuted as he was, yet the example of the other perſons of the ſame 
condition, making them reaſonably to apprehend for themſelves, 
what they already ſaw others ſuffer; he doubted not , bur thar 
without much difficulty they would be perſwaded to embrace the 
, union ; neither was he miſtaken herein, the Duke of Montmoren- 
cy, asallo F Eſdiguieres , abſolutely engaging with him. So that 
theſe three { 64 25-2 , having opportunity to concur in the 
work, through the niediation, and by the affiſtance of ſeveral 
powerful friends the Duke had in Guienne , nothing could hinder 
them from uniting, in ſo neceflary a defenſe, and lo juſt a 
Quarrel. 

"Amo The Duke, notwithſtanding he had chus wiſely play'd his 

1615, game, and that he was certain to receive very great aſſiſtance from 

| his Confederates, ' did nevertheleſs very well underſtand , that as 
he was neareſtto the approaching danger, ſoit would be very ne- 


ceflary for him to put himſelf ſooneſt into a. poſture of defenſe, 


that 
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chat the Mareſchal might not ſurprize him, His thoughts therefore Anno 
were fully intent upon the reſolution of Arms - but he wanted not 1617. 
only a cauſe, bur even a pretenſe to colour his-preparation ; with- SY 
out which only to go aboutir, was to make himſelf Criminal in 

the higheſt degree : neither (the Court Minion being abſolutely 

his enemy) could he reaſonably hope, eicher for a Commiſſion 

from thence for the raiſing of men in the King's name, and at his 

expenſe ; or ſo much as to be permitted ro do it at his own charge. 

In this ſtrait and anxiery, whar courle to take, the Rochellers gave 

him as faira pretenſe, as hecould poſhbly defire , ro do that under 

the vail of Duty, and Obligation, which he could not otherwiſe 

have undertaken, without incurring the higheſt cenſure. T hey The Duke 
had at this time ſurpriz'd a little Caſtle , near to their City , and Sas 
ficuare upon the Sea-coaſt, call'd Rechefort ; an cnterprize con- tenſe for the 
demn'd by all the world for the moſt ſenſleſs, and unadvis'd, char '?*i"s of 
could poſhbly have been undertaken, to begin a War by an ation 
of lo little importarice, in a time when themſelyes , and their 

whole party were priviledg'd by ſoabſolute,and inviolate a Peace. 

The Duke, who had been at fo great a loſs before, and that could 

not then have wiſh'd for a more ſpecious pretenſe, it may eaſily 

be imagin'd was very ready to lay hold of this occafion now ; 

neither did he fail herein to aggravate the miſdemeanour to the 

height : but repeating all the Accuſations he had formerly preferr'd 

againſt the Ambition, and Infidelity of thoſe of the Reformed 
Religion, and particularly againſt thoſe of Rochelle , he of them 

drew up a kind of Manifefto, which he caus'd ro be publiſh'd in 

all parts of the Kingdom. ** [n this Declaration he forgot nor to 

© reckon up the ſeveral inſurreQions thoſe of that Faftion had 

© broke into, to maketheir advantage of every diforder , had ar 

* any time hapned in the Kingdom, notwithſtanding all (atisfa- 

* &ion had been given them by the inviolate obſervation of leve- 

* ral Edits granted in their favour : That they had becn obſery'd 

« for many yearsto call rogether Aſſemblies in Rochelle , withour 

* either his Majeſties Order, or Royal Afent, from which ſuch 

© unjuſt and unreaſonable Propoſitions, and demands were uſu- 

* ally ſent ro the King, as madeir appear they did not Treat with 

< his Majeſty in the quality of Subjce&s, bur like Free-States that 

*© were nothing ally'd to his Sovereign Power : That by ſuch a 

* behaviour it was plain enough , the City-was arriv'd to the ut- 

© moſtdegree-of Licence, and that the Rochellers could never (ati(- 

* fie their Ambition, till they had introduc'd a popular Govern- 

* ment amongſt chem: That if hicherro his Majcſtics Council 

**bad (contrary to his Judgment, and Advice) wink'd at the __ 

greſs 
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« oreſs of ſo dangerous defign ; that neverthelels he , ro whom 
« the Government of their City wasentruſted , and who there- 


WY © fore was more cencern'd, than any other to keep ſuch in their 


© obedience, as were committed to his care, was reloly'd to cha- 
« {tile their inſolence 3 which he nothing doubred, bur by the aſs 


«(ance of his own friends he ſhould be ableto do, and to make 


© them know they had hitherto been only ſtrong in the weakneſs 
« of our own Counſels. This had in cruch ever been his ſaying, 
and the effes made it appear he had made a right judgment, 1o 
that under this pretenſe he took Arms, which, as it was colour'd 
by a deſign that immediately pointed at his Majeſties Service, fo 
did he not ſcruple to make ule of the King's mony in the Levies 
he made upon this occaſion. | 
With theſe ſummes, though very.ſmall, and ſome mony of his 
own, he rais'd tour Regiments of -Foot, conſiſting of above four 
thouſand five hundred men , and berwixt, five and fix hundred . 
Horlc; to which wereadded fix{core Guards on Horſeback in his 
own Livery: : a force, which though not very. conſiderable for 


their number, were yet ſuch as he conceiv'd” ſufficient to keep the 
Field againſt any he had a mind to offend. 


The Rechellers (who formerly had by many injuries highly in- 
cens'd the Duke } no ſooner ſaw him relolv'd,, and ready to ad- 
vance in apoſture of War, even to the Gates of their City , bur 
they began now to .cxamine their Forces, which they had nor ſo 
well conſider'd before the danger , and which the more they exa- 
min'd, the weaker they found them to be : This City the Capi- | 
ral of a powerful FaCtion , and that had ſo often diſputed the 
King's Authority, enrich'd by an extraordinary Trafhck, and con- 


federated with all the Proteſtant Princes of Europe, finding it ſelf 


in ſo weak a condition , that it could not in this neceſſity muſter 
2000. men, to {ally out of their Walls; utterly without Horſe, or 
the leaſt aſſiſtance from any of their Confederates and Friends : 
So that converting their uſual Rhodomantades , and Menaces 

into the moſt ſubmils terms of Hamble Supplication, addreſſin 
themſelves by their Deputies tothe King, they humbly, and with 
all importunity beſought his Majeſty to interpoſe his Royal Au- 

thority betwixt the Duke of Eſpernon and them, that he might not 
commencea War againlt them. 
Had the Rechefers made this confeſſion. of their weaknels at 
another time , ic would doubtleſs have very well pleas'd the 
Council; and 'tis likely the Duke of Ejpernou would have becn 
countenanc'd in his delign, to the end that City might haye been 
made to know, what they were one day to apprehend from their 
| Princes 
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Prince's indignation : but the Fareſchal d'-Encre unable to en- Anno 
dure thar his Capital Enemy ſhould be in Arms,and conſequent- 1613. 
ly in a poſture firto fruſtrate the deſign he had long projected of SW 
his ruine, made the Council reſolve to diſpatch away Boiſize,onc 
of che Council of. State, ro the Duke with a poſitive command 
to lay down his Arms. 

Boiſjixe at his arrival found the Duke with his Forces, quarter'd 
at Surgeres, but four Leagues only diſtant from Rochelle, and ready 
ro march up to the City ; neither did he fail with allthe Rhetorick 
he had ro diflwade him from that reſolution : © Repreſenting to 
* him the danger of what he was about , leſt the noiſe of the en- 
* terprize in hand ſhould alarm che whole Hugonot Party, whom 
«the King would by no means ſhould be provok'd; and in 
* which caſe, of a particular Quarrel , he would be the cauſe of 
<« a general War. With which commands from the King , and 
Queen, he moreover mix'd menaces of their higheſt indignation, 
ſhould he diſobey ; with many promiſes on the contrary of all 
ſatisfaQtion from the Court, and the Rochellers if he would deſiſt; 
all which, wanting force te divert him from his purpoſe,the Duke 

ave order inthe preſence of Boiſfize to ſound to Horſe, and net- 
Ted ro the laſt degree, at the difficulties he ſaw Rtrew'd in the way 
of his deſigns, march'd direQly rowards Rochelle. Boiſſize ſecing 
his endeavours altogether ineffectual, and that the Duke was ob- 
ſtinate in his firſt derermination , after having highly proteſted 
againſt his procceding, wenr, and pur himſelf into the Town, gi- | 
ving the Inhabitants thereby to underſtand , that their Majeſties 
had no hand in the Duke's Enterprize, that it was abſolutely con- 
trary to their order, and that therefore they were at full liberty ro 
arm themſelves for their own defenſe, Bur this conſent, though 
it warranted their Arms, gave them nevertheleſs na other power, 
ſo that they were to ſuffer whatever the Dyke was pleas'd to in- 
flit upon them : | He quarter'd his men in their beſt Farms, 
made his approaches up to the very Gates of their City , and de- 
feated ſome who (under the proteCtion of their Counterſcape) at- 
tempted to oppoſe him ; till in the end , after having maintain'd 
his Army, for almoſt a month, at their charge , and thar his fury 
was a little abated by thar little revenge he had taken in ſome in- 
conveniencies he had put them to, he grew more flexible toa new 
Order he receiv'd from Cour, and was at laſt content to let them 
alone. 

It was by Yignoles , that the Duke receiy'd this laſt Command, 
a man for many years, well known, and highly eſtecm'd by him, 


which rendred the Duke more flexible co a Treaty with him, mw 
| the 
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the other; from whoſe mouth having receiv'd his Majeſties plea- 


ſuxe, he made anſwer; ** That haying now- made a diſcovery to 
the whole Kingdom of the Rochellers weakneſs, the dif union 
« of their Faction, and with how much caſe they were to be re- 
* claim'd when ever his Majeſty ſhould think fic, he was contenc 
© to let them reſt in peace ; but thar, .if the King had pleas'd , he 
© might atthis time have puniſh'd their inſolence, as it was in his 
« power calic to do, he could without much trouble have done his 
« Majeſty a very important Service ; but he ſaw (to his great af- 
« flition) his Enemies, who were prevalent with bis Majeſty, 
* envy'd him the honour of this Action ; but that he muſt how- 
© eyer give place to their malice in obedience tro his ws 08 plea- 
« ſure, chough in a thing very prejudicial ro his Majeſties own 
« reculiar Intereſt : That therefore he would retire ſo ſoon as the 
© Rochellers ſhould ſurrender the Caſtle of Rochefort into his Maje- 
© ties hands and; that after that a of their Obedience, having no 
© other particular concern, he had nothing moreto defirc of his 
© Majeſty for his own private ſatisfa&tion, than that his Majeſty 
«would pleaſe to aſſert, and avow what he had only undertaken 
«* for his Service in the paſt occaſion. Which being accordingly in 
another diſpatch brought him by Yignoles, and all thoſe who had 
aſſiſted, and ſerv'd him in this occaſion compriz'd , he roſe from 
before Rochelle, diſmiſſing his Army nevertheleſs in ſuch ſort 
that moſt of the Commanders (moſt of them having relation to 
him_) might be ready -upon the leaſt warning to re-unite in the 


' ſame <quipage as before. 


What the Duke had expreſs'd to 71gnoles of his diſcontents by 
word of mouth, did not nevercheleſs {ave him the labour of wri- 
ting to Court in ſuch a ſtyle, as manifeſted he ſtill recain'd the ho- 
neſt liberty his great ſpiric had ever ſuggeſted to him, duringthe 
Reigns of his two former Maſters. He therefore ſent a Letter to 
the King, in the beginning whereof having excus'd himſelf in 
that he had not paid ſo prompt an Obedience to their Majeſties 
firſt Orders, deliver'd by 50j//ize, and given reaſons for it, thar 
dire&ly pointed atthe Honour of the King himſelf, which as he 
ſaid he conceiv'd to be very much concern'd in the buſineſs of Ro- 
chelle, he continued in thele words : ** T have bitherto,Sir, preſerv'd 
* my Hands clean, my ( onſcience uncorrupt, my Reputation entire , and 
* my Fidelity without reproach ; I have never conſpir'd but to do you 
*< Service, neitber do T find my ſelf guilty of the leaſt theught diſconſo- 
© xant to the Duty I owe to your Majeity, and your (rown 3 And al- 


' © though Iam not us'd with that Equity, nor rewarded with that Grati- 


© rude, that (without preſumption ) I conceive Thave deſerv'd, and that 
every 
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© every day 1 find ſomething attempted upon my Offices ,by the diminution, 
«* and cutting off their juit, and lawful priviledges (which were ever 


CO — — 


Anno 
1617. 


© preſery'd inviolate to me during the Reignof the late King your Fa- \r 


* ther) yet nothing, Sir, can prevail with me above my Duty: neither is 
«* there any ſo ill uſage, nor ſs ſenſible unkindneſs, that can hinder me 
© from perſevering to do well, being reſoly'd to the leſt bour of my life to 
© conquer whatever juſt reſentments Imay have,and to forget all thoſe in-' 
* ;uries , for Which 1 can obtain no ſatisfafion , but «t the publick 
* expenſe. A reſolution, Sir, in which I am infinitely fortified, by the 
« firm belief T have, that all the diſgraces I receive, and all the foul play 
© #s continually prafiis'd againſt me, proceed from no diſ-affeftion your 
©© Majeity has conceiv'd againit my perſon, 1 know, Sir, that being nat#a 


* rally quick ſighted, to diftinguiſh betwixt your falſe Servarits and your 


© true, you have ever bonoar'd me with your favour: But 1 have this 0b= 


© ligation to thoſe Þþo are enemies to your Crown, that they have, upon all 
& occaſions diſcover d themſelves to be particularly ſo to me, and have en- 
* deavour'd by their artifice, to repreſent things otherwiſe to your Ma- 
«© ;efty, than they really are, to reftrain the liberty of your own Royal diſ- 
« poſition, from obeying the natural inclination you have to love , 

© cheriſh good men; that 4s much as in them lies, they may alienate your 
* Hajeſties good opinion from ſuch, as by their long and faithful Ser- 
<* vices have deſery'd the beſt room in your heart. Thope ,Sir, neverthe- 
« leſs, that truth will ont day prevail in your Royal Breaſt over thoſe lit- 


«tle Arts, and that your Majeſty will then be pleas'd to diſtinguiſh your 


* true and faithful Servants from ſuch, as A4nthorized by your Name 
* and preſence, oppreſs your People, invade your own Authority , and 
* continually diſturb your Majefties Peace by their inordinate and unruly 
Ambition. 

From Surgere the 25. of Feb. 1617. 


I havethe rather inſerted the expreſs words of this Letter, that 
you may ſce after what manner the Duke took his diſgrace, and 
how he behay'd himſelf rowards his Enemies, notwithſtanding 
they carried the whole favour, and ſway of the Court : the Ma- 
&© reſcbal d'Encre being manifeſtly pointed atin this diſpatch. We 
have ſince liv'd ina time, when to ſpeak our diſcontents fo plain, 
and loud, would perhaps have been our of ſeaſon : bur in that 
whercin the Duke writ this Letter, men were ar leaft permitted to 
complain; and oftentimes thoſe complaints procur'd a relief , to 
ſuch, as like the Duke, bad the ſpirit , and power to accompany 
thoſe complaints, with the effects of a vigorous reſentment. 

Aker this manner ended the Enterprize of Rochelle, which = 
ſome jecring companions of that party , occaſion to ſay , for a 


R c piece 
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Anne piece of wit, whatd' Aubigne has recorded fince, That the Duke 
161”. of Eſpernon was come #9 make bly Entry before Rochgile: though 
UYV it has betn thought this entry before gave the King frem char tinge” 
forward to underſtand , it might alſo be made within, and thac 
the Enterprize was not above his power to cffe&t. We have fince 
- ſeen him bring about thac glorious Jelign ; and iris certain thar 
Wi:tag. bis ation brought thar preſent benicfie along 'with it, thar the 
vancapes ac- Council ever after look'd with greater contermpr upon the/gonot 
cru'drothe party, and the ſtrength of the Rechel/ers , than before: They 
qi oF now diſcover'd the weaknels of theſe by the diſ-union of alt rhe 
Eſp:rnm's reſt, and from thence judg'd arighr , that ie being impoſſible for 
Huirerpr® rhe ſeparate Forces of this Faction without great difficuky ſud- 
<hblc. . denly to unite fortheir common defente, one party paight be fup- 
rels'd in one Province, before any of the reft could put cthem- 
. felves ina poſture in another to relieve them. This opinion (that 
in the ſequel prov'd exve ) made the Council the bolder bytheir 
Arreſt of the 23. of Jupe, 1617. to order the reſtitution of the 
Church Lands in Begrze; an Afﬀair that had for three years to- 
' gether been depending inthe Council, and ſo long fruitleſly fo- 
licited by the Deputies of the Clergy of France. Not that the 
Council did not conceive ie very juſt, but they look'd upon it as 
a thing ſa highly important to the peace of the Kingdom , that 
they dorſt never-ell now give them. that ſatisfadtion. Bur the 
Dukes Enterprizc — all difhculties., by which the Recheflers 
having been conſtrain'd publickly ro confeſs their own weaknels, 
it was conceiv d-the King's preſence would have as much Authg- 
rity in Bearne,.as the Duke's had had in che Country of Auns. I 
have hearYl ſeveral perſons of Quality, and thoſe men of imploy- 
\ - menxgTthar time {as .Hoynſievr de Rouſſy and others) ſay, that 
the Service the Duke did the Kingdom in this very occaſion, was 
never duly conſider'd, he having thereby firſt diſcover'd the weak- 
nels of che Hugenot Party, and perhaps chalk'd our the way to 
their extirpation. ;*- .- 

The Duke of Eſpernon having openly declar'd himſelf an enc- 
my to the Marsſchal'd Encre, and already made ſome preparation 
in order to chWMiefen(c of his Perſon, and Fortune, many perſons 
who were afrid of perſecution fled to him, ſerling themlelves at 
Angouloſme under his proceftion : Amonglt whom Bulion , ar 
that time a Counſellor of State, and ſince Sur-Intendant of the 
Finances, was one ; where he long continued in the Dake's Fami- 
ly, and who ever after retain'd a grateful memory of that oblige- 
rien, as he had good realon todo, the Duke receiving him into 
his Arms in ſo critical a time , as he was threatned with fo: leſs 

| than 
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than death, had hefall'n into the .Mareſchal's power. Gnron, who 
was likewiſe another of the proſcrib'd, with many others, came 
to ſeek the ſame refuge ; all whom the Duke made no difficulty ro 
receive intohis proteCtion. 7 

The Duke having (as has been ſaid) ſercled the Friends he had 
in his Governments in ſuch a readineſs, as upon any occaſion to 
make head againſt his Enemy, took a Journey into Guienne , his 
native Country, in that great Province to get together what num- 
bers of Friends and Souldiers he could, for the better defenſe of 
his Fortune; in which Voyage he increas'd his Forces. to ſuch 
a degree, that being all joyn'd rogether, they were able to make 
up a Body of 8000. Foot, and 1200. Horſe. The extremity he 
knew the Duke of Mayenne to be reduc'd unto in Soiſſons, and the 
Duke of Nevers inthe places whereunto he had retyr'd, made him 
very well (ce, that the Torrent would ſuddenly break in upon 
himſelf: notwithſtanding how reaſonable ſoever his apprehen- 
ſions were, and how neceſlary ſoever to put himſelf with the 


ſooneſt into a poſture of defenſe, it might be , he could not how- 


ever forbear to prefer the laſt Duty he ow'd toa good, and vertu- 
hus Mother, before his own particular preſeruation, This Lady 
having been dead from the year 1610, inan exceeding old age, 
and lamented by the Duke, as if ſhe had been more immaturely 
raviſh'd from him, he had ever had a great deſire to pay hex me- 
mory the laſt office of her Obſequies : But the great and impor- 
rant Aﬀairs, which had detainrd him at Court having hitherto 
fruſtrated that pious deſign, he no ſooner now found himſelf in 


this little interval of repoſe, but that he reſolv'd without furcher The Du 


delay to ſatisfie that Obligation : Aſſembling therefore together "**<+ 


Sreat 
ral for his 


| at hispaternal Houſe of Caumont above 300. Gentlemen of Qua- 


Funes 


lity of his Relations and Friends , he there by a magnificent ex- Mother. 


penſe,, manifeſted his gratitude to a perſon ſo near and dear unto 
him. | | c 
The Ceremony of this Funeral was no ſooner perform'd, but 
' that the Duke departed from (aumont to Bordeaux, and from 
thence was alſo upon the point to return into Angoumois , thereto 
draw all his Forces together, with a reſolurion to defend himſelf 
rothe laſt, and rather codic with his Sword in his hand , than co 
ſuffer himſelf tamely co be oppreſs'd ; when by le Chalart, Secre- 
tary tothe Mareſchal deRoquelaure, his intimate friend, he recciv'd 
intelligence of the death of the Mareſchal d' Encre, This Martſchal's 


The death 
of che Ma- 


death hapned the 24. of April, 1617. and the news by an extra- reſchal 4 


G +1 . . Encre, ilain 
ordinary diligence came the 27. ro the Duke; which how wel ty FOO 


come it was toa man who ſaw himſelf deliver'd from ſo powerful the z,ure, 


Rr 2 and 
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Anns and fo implacable an Enemy may eaſily be imagin'd, He had ve- 
1617. ry well forcſcen, thar with the aſſiſtance of all his Confederates 
WY and friends, he could not long be able to reſiſt the Power and Au- 


thority of the King ; -with both which his enemy would have 
been arm'd againſt him :; and on the other fide , the King -hims- 
ſelf being by this execution become, as it were, the revenger of 
his particular wrongs, all his paſt a&tions would be juſtificd -in 
the exemplary puniſhment his Majeſty had inflited upon the 
erſon of Conchins. | ; | 

In this exceſs of joy he departed from Bordeaux ro 4ngouleſme, 
and from thence ſoon after to Court , there ro make a new tender 
of his Fidelity and Obedience to the King, and to try in this new 
face of Aﬀairs, whar foundation he could lay to his own future 
peace. He was in this Journey attended by his two younger Sons 
Chis own misfortune, and miſcarriages having baniſh'd the eldeſk 
from his favour, and preſence, ever ſince his Majeſties Voyage to 
Angouleſme) andat his arrival receiv'd by the King with all the de- 
 monſtration of favour and affection, he could poſſibly expe, or | 
deſire : to which Luines the new Fayourite ( willing to be ſup- 
portedin his rifing greatneſs by ſo powerful a friend) highly 
ſought, and importun'd his friendſhip, which alſo by ſome good 
Offices he endeavour'd to acquire.' Qne of the things the Luke 
was moſt earneſt witch him for, and that Luines did moſt faithfully 
promiſe was a Cardinal's Hat for the Archbiſhop of Tholouſe his 
youngeſt Son, at the firſt promotion: as for himlelf he was ar the 
very hiſt reſtor'd to the full, and abſolute FunQion of all his em- 
ployments,having ſatisfaction given for all the retrenchments had . 
been made upon his offices,and commands,or any of their perqui- 
ſits and rights, and in fine ſtood in a yery goed degree of favour. 

Yet did notthis continue long , and whether it were the too 
prodigious favour of Lainer, (grown up on a ſudden to a greater 
height, than that of the Mareſchal & Encre had ever been) that ſtir'd 
up the Duke's old ayerſton he had ever had for Court Mignions ; 
or that his own private emulators, by their ill Offices had render'd 
his humour ſuſpeRed to Laines : but the Duke ſoon perceiv'd 
him to be quite another man from what he had been at firſt : Ar 
which cauſleſs alteration, being highly nercled , and preferring 
(according to his cuſtom) a free, and profeſs'd enmity, before a 
faint, and diflembled friendſhip , he jnveigh'd publickly, and 
highly againſt the new Favourite; by which means, and by co» 
hering with other perſons of condition , no better ſatisfied chan 
himſelf with Luine's promotion, he drew upon-himſelf alone the 
_— and jealouſic that ought to have been common to them 
a | The 
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The firſt thing the Duke de Laines did to diſoblige him , was Anno 
che breaking his word, who contrary to what he had promis'd, 1618, 
and made him expeR,concerning the Cardinal's Har in favour of 
his Son, had preferr'd Meunſieur de Reits Biſhop of Paris, and berwin: che 
openly aſſiſted him in che purſuit of that dignity : To which wag Puke of £/- 
added, that they began afreſh to intrench upon his command of *771,%* 
Colonel, ſome Foot employments having been diſpos'd without de La#zer. 
the Duke's conſent; by which being further exaſperated, he highly 
complain'd tro ſome of the chief Miniſters : amongſt whom 
| Mounfieur du Y air * Garde des Sceaux, one of the greateſt Autho- * or Lord 
rity, having given him no ſatisfaftion , but on the contrary new Keeper: 
matter of diſcontent, he was not long before he took an occaſion 
co let him ſee how ſenſible he was of the offenſe. | 

It was upon Eaſter-day in the year 1618. and in the Church of 
St, Germain de  Auxerrows, that the Duke took occaſion to quarrel 
with him. The Dukes and Peers who were then ar:Court offended 
at the place the Garde des Sceaux du Yair,« not only in the Council, 
bur alſo in all other boch publick and private Aſlemblics , would 
aſſume above them , had generally addreſs'd themſelves to the 
Duke of Kſpernon, as tothe eldeſt of their Order, to intereſt him 
in their diſcontent. It was alſo ſuſpe&ed that the Chancellor Syl- 
lery, (ill digeſting that a man ſo inferiour to him in- Dignity, 
ſhould uſurp upon him in State) was willing eaough to promote 
a buſineſs of this nature againſt him ; and that being upon very 
good terms (as he had ever been) withthe Duke of Eſpernon , he 
had alſo help'd to blow the fire. However it was, or by whole 
ſuggeſtion ſoeveric firſt came into the Dukes head , litcle perſwas- 
fion would ſerve turn to make him paſhonately undertake a buſi- 
neſs, whercin he conceiv'd his own Honour and Dignity to beſo 
much concern'd. It was therefore reſoly'd betwixt the Duke of 
Moutmorency (of all others the moſt incens'd againſt du Yair ) the 
Dukes de Monbazon, de Retz,, d' Uſex, and ſome others of the 
ſame quality, that heſhould be affronted upon the firſt occaſion, 
ſhould he again offer to take place above them, Wherein though | 
it was a buſineſs of danger enough, to affront a Miniſter ſo pow- 
erful by the favour of his Prince, and ſo violent in his own na- 
ture, the Duke of Fſpernon nevertheleſs made no difficulty co un- 
dertake it ; not having (it ſhould ſeem) conlented tothe firlt pro- 
poſal, with an intent to leave the execution of ir to any other, 
than himſelf, Upon Eaſter day therefore (as has been ſaid) the 
King and all the Court being in Ceremony at Saint Germain de 
Þ 4uxerros, and the Garde des Sceaux having, according to his 
cuſtom, taken his place above all the Dukes and Peers, the Duke 
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of Eſpernon violenely pull'd him from his ſeat , and compell'd 
him toretire. It may eaſily be ſuppos'd an aQtion: of this kind 
could not paſs without ſome untoward language; neither were 
thoſe woras thrown away upon a man inſenſible of offenſe, 
the Garde des Sceaux going immediately out of the Church, and 
expecting with great impatience the end of the Ceremony , thar 
he might complain to the Duke de Laines of the affront he had 
receiv'd : Wherein neyertheleſs he did not refle&t upon. what had 
paſs'd, as an injury meerly reſpefting his own perſon, © Bur as a 
* Party, anda FaQtion form'd, and made in the Court , by the 
* Duke of Eſpernon, who had ſeduc'd all the Dukes and Peers 
© under the colour of an imaginary pretenſe, to intereſt them in 
* his own private diſcontents : That this ambitious {pirit ſo long 
« inurd co Government, and Command, thought himſelf de- 


'\ ©priv'dof his lawful poſſeſſion, if remov'd from the abſolute 
\* ſwayof the moſt important Aﬀairs: That ir was through the 


*(ides of a Garde des Sceaux , that the fortune of the Favourite 


*©was leycll'd at ; and that it was only a tryal, by attempting up- 
* on his creatures, what oppolition they were to expe&t when 
* they ſhould immediately fall upon his own perſon : That ir 
therefore highly imported him, whilſt he had power codo it, 
* betimes to ſecure an enemy, that would not ſpare him, if he 
<< once got him into his hands. An advice that made ſo much the 
deeper impreflion upon the Duke de Luines, by how much he was 
before well enough ſatisfied of the Duke of Eſpernon's hatred ſo 
highly manifeſted , by what he had publickly declar'd againſt 
him. He therefore went immediately with the Garde des Sceatix to 
the King, where _ come, he inſiſted not much upon the 


| ſcutfle berwixtthe Duke and du Yair , endeavouring on the con- 


trary all he could to diſguiſe thatation from looking like a parti- 
cular Quarrel ; burqualified it with the name of the moſt im- 
pudent and audacious practice that could poſhbly be introduc'd 
Into a State , that a Duke of Eſpernon in the face, and preſence, 
in defiance of his King ſhould dare to make a combination 
with perſons of the greateſt quality in the Kingdom , to affront 
the Royal Authority. 

The King was ſo highly incens'd at a Remonſtrance-preferr'd 
to him by two perſons in whom he had ſo entire a confidence, 
that immediately, and without reſcrving to himſelf ſo much as 
the liberty to conſider the intereſt he himſelf particularly bad in 
the Duke of Eſpernons ruine, or to call ro memory the long and 
faithful Services he had paid to the Crown , he in this caſe abſo- 
luccly reſign'd over his own Authority to them; inſomuch -thar 

at 
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at that very time ('tis ſaid) it was. relobud upod t@ acrelt him. Anno 
Nothing then remain'd but a fir rwWARY 16 ciltct there de» 1618. 
ſign, which. ie was allo zequitre{ be fuch, as mighulJonaq0- ND 
warrant the ſuccols of the Enterprize, it being very unſafe 10 ofs rwiptves © 
fend a man of his fpiis by: halves; . who having powey, , Arreidebs 
friends, and mony to improve all thoſe wo the-beff, and wichal 4 mkat 
very high diſcontent upon him,, might do moremiſohichthag any 
other perſon whateves of his condition in Brance. To. which- 
may boaddedtharfrom the time of his, diſpute with Mourſieur du. | 
F air, the Dukes and Peers at Coun were kearcely: over abſomtfroma, - 
him, eſpecially the Duke of Atoxtmorency, who was no lis:dear 
ro, him (nox only out of refpeet to the alliance berwixt ther, bur 
alſo by the particular love he bore him , andtheefteem he hag for 
him) than oneof his own Children, was inſeparably with him : 
They cat, weet is Court, and made all their viſits: together, the 
Duke's wwe Sons.alfo continually attending upon him, ſo that ir 
was no eaſie reattes to attempt four perſons of their courage (and 
who werenot without many Friends , and: Servants of great Bi 
deliry and Valour to-ſerve thena upon all accafions). aranca. Vo 
all which,the Regiment of Guards were fo made up ob the Duke's 
_ Creatures, that he ſcem'd to. be fironger inthe King's own Palace 
than at home: toavoid all which difficulties it was conchudedita, 
ſurround him by night in his own Houſe, and to ſeize upon bis. 
P er{on. : | I 
Lf the Duke had many, andthoſe powerful Adverſaries his ver- 
tue had on the other ſide acquir'd him ſo many Friends, andiome 
of thoſe ſo careful of hiaa upon this occalion, that he hadtirgely 
notice of the defigo in hand , ſome ſay by the Princeſs of Conty, 
others by the Chancellor deSwlry.; bur by whas mcags foever it 
came to his knowledgo, upoa the firſt raqzour of is (which. (as 
ie did here) commonly fore-runs a morecertain intelligence)hehbad 
taken a reſohucion to withdraw himſelh, to, defeat the cliets. of 
what was threatned, and contriv'd againſt him: wherein. though 
he was fo far cautious as to. prevent the iatcaded miſchich;, yer 
could he not forbear fo unlcalonable an oftentaion ob-the. licthe 
fear he had in a place where ſo, much was to. be. apprehended; as 
doublefs. prompted his caemies lponcrto.puth hame to, tho imcen- 
ded buſineſs. He was for five or fix days togethes:continually feeg 
- riding thraugh the ſtreets of Paris wich fo axcrapedinary a Train, 
| under colour of taking leave of ſeveral ob his friends, and agquains 
rance, that thoſe who had before pzeracdiraced his ruine,jatorpret- 
ing all far contumacy, 2nd done gw purpoſe to brave them , 1c- 
ſalv'd inthe end upon a poſttive night, wherein wich four Coom- 


panies 
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- Anno panics of Swiſſe to ſurprize him in his own houſe , and to carry | 
1618, him away. All which the Duke being likewiſe intorm'd of from 
Ling ſo good a hand, as that the intelligence was no ways to be luſpe- 
.of £/prnn ted, be preſently put himſelf upon his preparation, ro make his 
Icaves che beſt ule of that advice. This caution therefore being ſent him up- 
"r ontheſixthof HMeyat night, and the ſurprizal being defign'd 
the night following, he had lo little time to loſe, that he imme- 
diately dilpers'd Tickers to all his moſt aſſured Friends, and Ser- 
vants to bein a readineſs by break of day ro mount to Horſe , 
according to which appointment, he found above zoo. ready ar 
the —_ hour to attend him, who after having convoy'd himto 
his Houſe of Fontenay in Brie ( wherethey conceiv'd him lodg'd 
ina place of ſafety) moſt of them xerir'd to follow their own af- 
fairs, : 

© This retirement of-the Duke's being but ten linle Leagues 
from Paris was ſo far from fruſtrating the deſign of his ſurprize, 
that on the contrary it made the bufineſs ſcem more likely toſuc- 
cced: the Duke de Luines therefore having conſider'd , thatin 
this ſolitude he would have far fewer friends about him , than in 
Paris, the former order was only one day deferr'd, and the Swiſſe 
commanded to march away the day following , being the 8. of 
May , together with ſome Brigades of Cuiraſſiers, and Light- 
Horſe to inveſt Fontenay. But the ſame perſons who had given the 
Dukethe firſt incelligence, being no leſs vigilant to his preſervati- 
on now than before, gave him alſo as ſcalonable notice of this, 
as of the other deſign ; giving him to underſtand that kis danger 
was not yet over, and that it concern'd him with all diligence to 
convey hisperſon into ſome place of greater ſafety : Which ad- 
vice having made the Duke reſolve to get again to Horſe, ſo ſoon 
as all the Family had ſup'd, and that every one thought of retiring 
to his reſt, he (having in che mean time with great ſecreſie pro- 
vided all things neceflary for a tedious journy) commanded his 
. Trumpets to ſound to Horſe, his neceſſity enforcing him ſo todo 
at that unſcaſonable hour, (though he was certain to undergo all 
The Duke the inconveniences of a very dark, and turbulent night) co get 
takes his clear of the manifcſt , and approaching danger ; at that time 
2 2% therefore he ſet out towards Merz, the place to which ar his depar- 

ture from Paris he had taken a reſolution to retire. 
By break of day the Duke, and all his company, arriv'd at Se- 
- Zanne in Brie, where both himlclf, and the Horſe that were with 
| him, were ſo weary, the rain, the dirt, and all other incommodities 
_ of anilljourny having c<qually toil'd out, and dejeRed horſe and 
man, that he had a great defixe, and very great need there to ſtay, 
and 
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and take ſome repole; though his Servants,conceiving him to be 
yer in danger, were lo importunate with him, that they got him 


Ann 
161 


— 


to mount again, making him to continue on horſeback allthaa 


day, and the night following; when arriving the next day at 
Montmirel,he found himſelf ſo weary,and ſpent,with riding,watch- 
ing, andthe indiſpoſition of Age , which now began to grow 
upon him, that he was reaty to faint; bur being laid upon a bed, 
and refre[h'd by ſleep, he ſoon found himſelf well enough to pro- 
ceed in his. journy, though with nothing ſo much precipitation as 
before. | 

Through ſg many traverſes and difficulties it- was , that the 
Duke of Eſpernon waded to the foundation of the moſt glorious 
A&t of his life, and which, in my opinion, ought to be olac'd on 
the higheſt Pyramis of his Fame; I mean the Queen Mothers 


eſcape from Blois: of which the treaty began ſoon after the The Treaty! 


Duke's coming to Metz, where hearriv'd about the 20. of the 
ſame month of May, having departed the 6th. from Paris. 
And then it was that the Duke de Luines highly, and openly 


or the 
Queen Mo- 
thers eſcape 
from Blow 
ſeron foot 


declar'd himfelf an enemy tothe Duke , giving his friends plain- at thisrime, 


ly to underſtand, he could in no wiſe repute them to be his, if they 
did not totally abandon the Duke's intereſt ; offering them at the 
ſame time his fayour and protetion , if they would do it, and 
chundering out great threats againſt ſuch as would not cmbrace 
his Quarrel: wherein the conſtancy of the Duke's friends is 


highly co be commended ; who notwithſtanding the greatneſs of 


the Favourite they had to deal withal, the great promiſes where- 
with he endeavour'd to allure them, and the implacable hatred he 
publickly profeſs'd againſt their Friend, and Maſter, would ſcarce 
any one of them be debauch'd from the fidelity they had pro- 
fels'd ; whereas ſome on the contrary were ſo generous as to carry 
him imtelligenceof Lines his proceeding fo far as Metz, , and of 
the offers he had made to withdraw them from the Service, and 
Friendſhip they had promis'd, and ſworn unto him. 

The Duke very well judging by what had pals'd at Court be- 
fore his departure thence , and by the continuation of thoſe pra- 
Rices ſince, that his enemies intended to give the laſt blow to his 
ruine, began anew to conſider of the means to defend himfelf. He 
was very confident they would never offer to attempt any thing 
againſt himiby open force in Merz, neither would they becaſily 
induc'd to provoke him to the utmoſt extreme, the conſequence 
being of two dangerous importance : but doubted wiſely withal, 
chat no artifice would be ſpar'd,nor no covert pratice unattempt- 
ed againſt him which were by ſo much the more dangerous, by 
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1618. 
LWWN 


A pleaſant 
Story. 


Anns how much a man 1s oftentimes ſurpriz'd with the effect , before 


he is awareof the cauſe. There were in the City divers ill affe&ted 
and ſeditious perſons, whom he could neyer diſguſt, and whom 
Luines fail'd not to deal withal to put in for a Party in Metz, 
who being in themſelves of too little authority for any thing of 
that kind, their malice converted to Spies upon the Duke's Ati- 
ons, to ſend continual intelligence ro Court, whether falſe, or 
true, and by their Artifice poſieſs'd che Duke de Luines with jea- 
louſics, and fears, aboutthings that were alrogerher uncertain, 
and vain. To maketherefore a better diſcovery of the truth, and 
ro the end he might penetrate with more certainty into the Duke 
of Eſpernon's intentions, Favier a Counſellor of State,and a man-of 
great lagacity in Afﬀairs, was ſent away under the ſhadow of a 
Commiſhon, to reſide ſometime in .Merz,, and to try it by his 
dextericy he could better gueſs at the Duke's deſigns; though all 
thoſe endeavours were equally fruitleſs ro the Favourite, who had 
ro do with a man.not cal1e to be pry'd into, nor ſurpriz'd. 

After Favier's return to Court, there hapned lo pleaſant a 
thing at Merz, as I hope, though mix'd amongſt more ſerious Af- 


fairs, will not much importune my Reader , and that was this : 


The Duke de Luines continually expreſſing a great defireto have 
conſtant intelligence of what was done at Metz,, and few being 
willing to undertakea thing the Duke's ſevere humour made ap- 
pear ſo tull of difficulty, and danger, one fellow, a Courtier, and 
who thought by luch an undertaking to advance himlelf highly 
into favour, made a voluntary , and brisk tender of himſelf for 
that employment, offering publickly co go to Metz, and there to 
ſerve (as he ſaid) Mounfteur de Lujnes, againſt the Duke of Eſ- 
pernon : Which generous offer of his was as kindly receiv'd, and 
as readily accepted; fo that with good ſtore of Crowns in his 
pocketto defrayhis journy,he was preſently diſpatch'd away upon . 
chat deſign, yet not ſo ſoon , but that before his departure from 

Paris, the Duke had notice of what a Mounfieur was coming to 
brave him in his own Governmenc.In a few days my Gentleman 
arrives at the Gates of Metz, where at his firſt coming he was 
made to undergo all the ſeyerities uſually oblerv'd in Frontier 
Towns; they made him dance attendance a good while ar the 
Gate, where after having been ſufficiently abus'd, hiſg'd , and 
hooted at, he was by four Souldiers of the Garriſon conducted to 
his Inn, who (it may beimagin'd) were not commanded to uſe 
him with overmuch reſpe&. Burit this firſt part of his entertain- 
ment ſurpriz'd him, he was much more , when his Hoſt coming 
to him at night, demanded his Name, Surname, Country, Qua- 


lity, 
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lity, and Age, with many other interrogatories; as if he had. beet Anno 

upon the * Selette. From all, or moſt of theſe.queſtions , he for - 1618. 

ſome time defended himſelf , rill being threarned if hewould not , Wd 

anſwer,to be procceded againſt as'a Spy, he was at laſt conſtrain'd: Ra, 

to do it; when as his anlwers came from him, he ſaw them re- hich ye 

corded ina great Book (order'd forthat' purpole amongſt other _ Be 

ancient rules eſtabliſh'd for the! acfenſe of the. place) though he cauſe no 

conceciv'd that under the proteQtion of the Royal Name, which _ bing 

he had ready to produce, he oughrt:to have been diſpens'd from a low flo! 

that Ceremony. He-was ſcarce recover'd from his " aſtoniſh- 27 #hich 

 rhent,” when he ſaw four of the Duke's Guards (at that time call'd +15 mogfÞ 

les Simons, a name very famous at Court) entring his Chamber, P!*c'd to be 

Their firft Complements (it may be ſuppos'd) were none of the © 

moſt obligiog 2 neither did they long forbear to tell the new come 

Gallant, © That'they were order'd by the Duke their Maſter , to 

© have an eye upon his ations : That the Duke very well knew 

© upon what pretenſe he came to Metz, but that the true cauſe 

©* of his coming was to him much better known , which was to 

< 4o adifferyice to the King , to obſerve the weakneſles of the 

© place, and to give intelligence thereof to. his Majeſties enemies : 

© That therefore they were not to leave him , and that they very 

« well knew how to prevent him from executing his malicious de- 

*ſigns:: That inthe meantime jt would concern him to have a 

«* care how he behay'd himſelf , ſince no mercy was to be expe- 

© ted, if the leaſt ching was diſcover'd in him contrary to his 

*© Majeſties Service, At this declaration the poor man was put into 

a molt terrible fear , he knew the Dukes Authority to be abſolute 

in Metz, and that whatever he ſhould determine, though it ſhould 

reach to his life, and under what pretenſe ſoever it might be, 

would infallibly be executed upon him : Whereupon he ask'd his 

| Guards if there were no poſſibilicy of ſafety for him ? ro which 

they reply'd, that doubrlels yes , provided he attempted nothing 

againſt the Crown, After which they entertain'd him with ſtories 

of how many they had Baſtinado'd at Paris , and after what 

manner the Duke us d to chaſtiſe ſeveral fool-hardy fellows, who 

had imprudently attempred upon his Honour. If he wentout of 

one Chamber into another, they were continually at his heels, 

and if ke went to ſleep, they lay down by him, never ceaſing day 

nor night to afflit him: inſomuch that after having two days 

. endur'd this uſage, ſuch a terror ſeiz'd him ar laſt, that he fell down 

' at his Guards feet ; weeping, praying, and conjuring themto aſ- 

ſure the Duke that he was his moſt humble Servant , that he ac- 

knowledg'dhis fault, begg'd his pardon, and did humbly "—_ 
Siin 
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Anns he would give him leave todepart the City. At which, though 
1618; his Guards ſeem'd'to-comfort and affure him , adviſing him not 
WY tofear, and proteſting that the intereſt of his Majeſties Service 
only excepted, they were there to noother end , than to do him 
Service :- yet were all their conſolations vain, ſo invincible a fear 
had poſſeſs'd him, and ſo wholly was he taken up with the de- 
fire to eſcape from the. danger , whereinto he ſaw he had fo pre». 
cipitouſly engag'd himſclt. The Duke, after he had a few days 
made himfelt merry with mortifyiog his Gulllet him ar laſt de- 
part ; who, as he had been before at Metz, became afterwards the 
Fable of the Court. + | 
Yer did not the Duke ſpend his time altogether in diverſion, 
having ſerious buſineſs enough to take up his thoughts with ſome- 
thing of more concern, and thole were the Aﬀairs of the-Queen 
Morther.: This Princeſs after the. death of the Mareſchal d' Encre;, 
having been conſtrain'd to leave the Court (where Luines could . 
nor ſuffer a perſon of: her Authority , and offended to the degree 
ſhe had becn, to reſide) had the Caſtlc of Blow appointed by the 
King cr her retreat. T'o which place accordingly che Queen, (in 
this change of her Fortune, being allow'd to keep very few of her 
Scrvants about her) departed with a very flender Frain. The Bi- 
ſhop of Lugon | fince Cardinal of Richelieu) who had been Secre- 
tary of State during the favour of the Mareſchald' Encre', was one 
of thoſe who follow'd her in her diſgrace, as (hanteloube alſo was 
another : butthe Abbor Rcellay an Italian, and very affeionare 
to her Service, was, - as a perſon altogether unneceſſary abour her 
Majeſty, ſent back into one of his Abbies : neither did the Bi- 
ſhop of Lago remain long without another Order of the ſame 
kind, by whickthe was firſt oblig'd to refide in his own Diocels, - 
and ſoon after to retire into Avignon. * | 
The Queen The Queen Mother, from the time of her departure from 
rien Court, had meditated nothing ſo much, as how to recover her 
recover her loſt Authority, and to overthrow that of the new Favourites - 
liverty. whercin,though ſhe had communicated ſomething t@ MeſSieurs 1s 
Lugon, de Rucellay, and de (hanteloube , men of the greateſt Fide- 
licy and ConduCct abour her: and though they had taken ſome 
ains for her ſatisfaftion, yet could they diſcover no poſhbility of 
effeting her Deſigns: Neither were they permitted long to con- 
ſider of the means, theentire confidence the Queen was diſco- 
ver'd to repole in them, being ſuſpected at Court, having ſoon + 
procur'd the baniſhment of the two firſt (as has been Gig be- 


tore) of which that of Lugon had rendred him utterly uncapable 
of all manner of correſpondence with her : Bur Rucellay a man 
of 
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of great courage, vivacity, and ambition ,- having for ſome time Arm 
conceal'd himlelt about Blows , and having from time to rimein 1619. 
diſguiſe caken — to conſult with the Queen, was (after WW 
having rejected ſeyeral propoſitions) at laſt of opinion, that ſhe 
ſhould addreſs her ſelf co the Duke of Boiiillon, to try, if with the 
party of thoſe of the Religion, who were abſolutely ar his diſpole, 
he mighs be induc'd to declare himſelf of her ſide, and to atrempt 
ſomething in her favour. | | 

The Queen being very well pleas'd with this propoſition, Ry» The Queen 
cefay as chearfully undertook to make the firſt overture of it-ro if 
che Duke of Boiiiflonat Sedan. I have often heard this Abbot (du- te Dake of 
ring five, or fix weeks that I was continually with him in order ***'**" 
to the Queen Mothers diſpatches, which all paſs'd through his 
hands after her eſcape) tell the whole ſtory of this negotiation, 
ſo that I am able to ſay ſomething ot my ewn knowledge, both 
as tothe qualities of his perſon , and the circumſtances of thar - 
Treaty, .which perhaps will not be altogether unpleaſant tomy 
Reader. . -Rucellay then, was a Gentleman of Florence , deſcended — acgrryy- 
from a Father , who by the Correſpondence he had maintain'd c11.y. M 
with Zawet, Bandiny, Cenamy, and ſome other ative men of that 
Nation (who in thoſe times play'd their game ſo wiſely , as to 
keep in with all parties of the Kingdom) had made himlelt a For- 
rune in France. Amongſt other advantages he had there made to 
himſelf, he had got the poſſeſſion of ſeveral Abbeys , arifing in 
all to a Revenue of aboye ten thouſand Crowns a year; amongſt 
which that of Signy in Champaigne not far from Sedan was moſt 
' conſiderable. His eldeſt Son (which was he of-whom I am now 
ſpeaking) as molt eldeſt Sons of che belt Families of Italy (that 
education making them capable of the greateſt Dignities of the 
Court of Rome) was bred up to the Church : neither had he been 
wanting in his induſtry to acquire all thole qualities that were 
moſt likely to recommend him to the higheſt Preferment. He 
had tudicd much, and particularly been diligent co learn to ſpeak, 
and write accurately in his own Language ; wherein he ſucceeded 
ſo well, thathis own fine parts, together with the plentiful For- 
tune he was Maſter of {he having no lels in Secular Revenue, than 
in Spiritual Entertainment) procur'd him ſo great a Reputation in 
rhe Court of Rome, that he there obtain'd the Office of * Clerk «+ (/.,: 4. i 
of the Chamber. Pope Paul the Fifth, under whoſe Papacy he C's, 2 
was there admitted , look'd upon hinrwith a very gracious eye, —_ 
and though a young man, intruſted his diſcretion with many lc- 
crets of State, not ſeldom making uſe of his Pen in Aﬀairs of | 
greateſt importance ; and often ſaying, by way of favour, _ 

| 11co- 
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"ans diſcover'd ſometbing'in him of Signior de la (aſa his rear Un- 


1618, 


cle. All which favours baving poſleſs'd the Cardinal-Nephews 


YM witha great jealouſic towards Rucellay (as himfelt ſaid). or he 


perhaps baving fail'd on his part, in a fic complacency to oblige 
them, he was by them perſecuted to that, degree, that:he was 
forc'd ro quit the Courr of. Reme , . and to retire into | France. 
A good part of his Eſtate lay in that Country ., the 'Hlareſ- 
chal d' Encre a Florentine , as he was, commanded all there, and 
thoſe of his own Nation having:ever been well receiv'd in that 


: Kingdom, it appear'd he could not make choice of a ſafer, nor 


2 more honourable retreat. He was thirty years of age; or there- 


 abouts when he arriv'd in France, where he was at firit very kind- 


ly receiv'd by the Hareſchal d' Encre,and ſoon after in great eſteem 
with the whole Court, where with twenty thouſand Crowns a 
year, that he had coming in, heliv'd in ſo extraordinary a degree 
of ſplendor, as<quall'd, if not out-wentthe greateſt Nobility of 
the Kingdom : no Table was lo neatly lerv'd,, nor fo plentitully 
furniſh'd, as his; no; man more nobly., nor'more handſomly 
attended than he; to which the preſents he continually made of 
all the Curiokities wherewith Italy ſo abounds, as by her overflow 
to oblige all other Nations, were ſo many, and lo confiderable, 
as that ſingle way of 'expenſe ſeem'd alone ts exceed his Revenue. 
Neither did he win leſs upon the Ladies by his liberalities, and 
extraordinary fine faſhion, than he did upon the men by his 
more conſiderablequalicies, inſomuch that he obtain'd the fa- 
vour and applauſe of all. And although the Mareſchal 'd' Encre 
had nor as yet fix'd him in any ſcttled employment in the manage- 
ment of Afﬀairs, yet was he with him in ſoeminent a degree of 
favour, as was a fair ſtep (in the height che Court Favourite then 
ſtood) to the greateſt Offices of the Kingdom. The death of the 
Mareſchal therefore, as it had puta period to all Rucel/ay's future 


| hopes, fo did it poſſeſs him wich ſuch a grief, as was not to be 


comforted, but by the laſt cffets of an implacable animoſity he 
had concciv'd againſt thoſe who had been the inftraments of his 
ruine: Andthis ſpirit of Revenge it was that prompted: him 50 
be one of thoſe who animated the Queen againſt the new Favou- 
rites ; though ſuch Counſels were not neceſſary to her , who of 
her ſelf was ſenſible enough ; the particular injuries ſhe had re- 


. ceiv'd, having already incens'd her to ſuch a height, that ſhe was 


very caſily diſpos'd to.cmploy bim ina Treaty with .the Duke de 
Boiillon, on her behalf. In this Journy Fucellay was to undergo 
much trouble, and very great danger , henevyer daring to Travel, 


* but by night, and in diſguiſe for the moſt part alone, and always 


x | withour - 
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without any Equipage;for how circum] Oe ſoevgr he had beeriin 


his intelligencies to the Queen, he could not however ſend them 
in ſo ſecrer a manner,bur that,ſhe being continually and narrowly 


' watch'd on all ſides by ſpies ſer over her by Luines to that purpoſe; 


ſome of his praQtices had been diſcover'd : inſomuch that I have 
heard him ſay,he had notice given him, that ſeveral of his Pictures 
were ſentto the Magiltrates,and other inferiour Officers ,that they 
might know, and apprebend him in any of their reſpeRive Juril- 


TY 


ditions. Yet could not all theſe difficulties fright him from un- 


dertaking this Negotiation, and if he had before given ſeveral te» 
ſtimonics of his wit, and bravery upon other occaſions , he ma- 
nifcſted no leſs in this of- the conſtancy of his Courage, his Wiſ- 
dom, and Fidelity, which were very eminent, and of great uſe 
in the conduet of this Aﬀair. The main thing he apprehended in 
this undertaking was the infirmity of his own tender , and deli- 
cate conſtitution , who whilſt he had liv'd inthe calms of peace, 
the delights of Rome, or the effeminacies of the Courts of France, 
had ever been ſo impatient of the Sun, and Evenings Dew, Heat, 
and Cold, that the leaſt intemperance of the Air would uſually 
cauſe ſtrange alterations in his health ; which notwithſtanding 
he was no looner in Action, but that he found thoſe little incon- 
veniencies left behind, as if he had had no leiſure to be ſick. 
Whether it were that the Favourites only gueſs'd at the Queen 
Mothers diſcontents, by the offenſe they had given her , or that 
they had ſome more certain knowledge thereof , than meer con- 
jecture, they were however very vigilant to fruſtrate her Deſigns : 
To which purpoſe ſoon after her Majeſties arrival at Blow, and che 
Baniſhment of the Biſhop of Lugon , they had ſent to her Moun- 
fieur de Roiſſy, under colour of a Council for the management of 
her Aﬀairs. A man that in truth at another ſeaſon would have 
been acceptable enough : . but in this junGure of time , and pre- 


ferr'd to her by her enemies, could not bur ſtand highly ſuſpedted 


to her. Neither had he without great reluRancy taken upon him 


an employment of that nature; the principalend of his Commil- 
ſion being, as it was, to diſcover the Queens praRtices and deſigns; 
though neither his unwillingneſs could excuſe him from going, 
nor all his art and obſervation hinder the Queen from conferring 
ſometimes in private with thoſe of her Servants in whole fidelity 
ſhe repos'd the greateſt cruſt, when lie was there. Of which Luines 
being advertis'd, and willing not only co-give himſelf ſome pre- 
ſent repoſe, but alſo to live in greater {ecurity for the timeto come, 


| hexeſolv'd to take Religion into his aſſiſtance , and by a principle 


of conlcience to engagethe Queen in an abſolure dependance ort 
| | his 


_ 
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FP Hire : his Majefties ood will, and pleaſure. To this end therefore he 


would exact fro her an Oath in the preſence of God, and his 
Holy Angels (the very words of the Declaration ſhe was to 
wake) © That ſhe neither now had , nor for the time to come 
* would entertain other thought, and defire than what ſhould 
"tend to the proſperity,and advancement of the King's Majeſtie's 
* affairs: That ſhe would. ſo long as ſhe had lite, pay all the Duty 
* and Obedience to his Majeſty due , as to her Sovereign Lord, 
* andabſolutcly reſign her Will into his Royal power : Thar ſhe 
* would have no correſpondence neither within, nor without the 
* Kingdom in any thing whatſoever to the prejudice of his Ser- 
* vice, his Crown, and Dignity , butdid, and would diſown all 
* perſons of what quality, or condition ſoever, that in her” name 
* ſhould contrive any praRtce , or conſpiracy , contrary to his 
* Majeſtics pleaſure : That ſhe would moreover diſcover all Pro- 
© poſitions and Addrefles inconſiſtent with his Service, together 
** with the perſons themſelves ſo addrefing , and propoſing, 
* ſhould any beſo inconſiderate, as to offer any ſuchthing ; and 
* impcach, and make known whoever ſhould be lo evilly affe- 
* &ed; andrthat ſhe would never deſire to return to. Court, till 
* the King ſhould be pleas'd to order her ſo to do. Which prote- 
Ration was accordingly made betwixt the hands of Father, 4r- 
noux a Jeſuit Confeſlor in ordinary tothe King , who had been 
expreſly dilpatch'd co the Queen to receive it. Wherein we may 
diſcover the ſhort-ſightedneſs of humane Wiſdom , when this 
oreat Miniſter, thinking by this expedient to ſettle himlelt in the 
ſecurity he ſo much defir'd, engag'd himſelf (even by his own pre- 
caution) in new, and greater difficultics than before. For as on 
the one {ide Luines thought, that, through the perſwaſtions of the 
King's Confeſlor, he had captivated the Queen under the Em- 
ire of Religion, ſhe oh the other ſide ,. ſatisfied to the contrary 
by Father Suffran her own Chaplain , and of the ſame Society, 

conceiv'd ſhe did not violate her Oath, by attempting all ways to 
recover her freedom; infomuch that making uſe of her enemiec's 
credulity, ſhe purſu'd her buſineſs at greater convenience, than 
otherwiſe ſhe could have done. Neither was this the only benefit 
ſhe receiv'd by this declaracion ; another ſignal advantage ariſing 
thence, which was a very gracious Letter under the King's own 
hand ; whercin, to manifeſt how abſolute a confidence he repos'd* 
in her Word, and Oath, he gave her leave to go whither ſhe 
plcas'd within his Kingdom : which Letrer {erv'd afterwards as a 
pretenſe for her going from Blow, as we ſhall ſee when we come 
to ſpeak of that Aﬀeair. : 
, Whilſt 
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themſelves, Rucellay was arriv'd ſafe at Sedan ; where he had ac- 
quainted the Duke de Bojillon with his Commiſſion, and wherein 
he fail'd not with his beſt Rhetorick to induce him to undertake 
che Queens deliverance. But the Duke, who had no mind to ſtir 
from Sedan, where he thought himſelf ſo ſecure, who'was alread 

wearied out with his late troubles , who in the conduct of abs 
- troubles had run ſo great a hazard of his life, and liberty, and 
who likewilc foreſayw many great, and almoſt invincible difficul- 
tics in the buſineſs propos'd, would by no means be perſwaded 
to engage in that Aﬀair. Contented therefore to ſerve the Queen 
Mother with his advice, inſtead of that real aſſiſtance was expe- 


&cd from him, he gave Rucellay this anſwer, © That being old, 


*andinfirm, as he was, well ſatisfied with his preſent conditi- 
* on, and upon ſo good terms at Court, as to apprehend no ill 
* uſage fromthence , ic would be a great indiſcretion in him to 
© deprive himlelf of the peace he now enjoy'd , by engaging in a 
«© new Quarrel, full of trouble and danger : That he was not- 
«withſtanding the QueenMothers moſt humble Servant,of which 
© truth the bett teſtimony he could at preſent give ; was to point 
< out to her Majeſty a Neighbour of his, a man of a vigorous 
*© Conſtitution, though in a declining age, Wiſe, Valiant, Rich, 
« Strong in a poſterity of mea capable of great things , that was 
* wichal poſſels'd of many very conſiderable places, both inthe 
*< Heart, and upon the Frontiers of the Kingdom ; and (which 
© was more to be con{ider'd than all) who was ſo nettled with 
* the ill uſage he had receiv'd at Court, that there was no doubt 
«to be made, but he would readily embrace any overture , that 
© would dire& himto a jult revenge. Inthe concluſion of which 


Whilſt ar Blow the Court Agents were thus diligent ro cheat Anno 


1618. 
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rives at Se* 
dan, and 
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cle Duke of 
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to engage in 
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* Character he nam'dto him the Duke of Eſpernon. Rucellay was The Dike 


not ſoill read in Aﬀairs, but that he very well knew the perſon 


Of Ravillon 
adviſes the 


the Duke of Boillon had propos'd, was of all other the moſt Queen Mo- 
likely co do the Queens buſineſs : bur beſides that he had no order 70 rear 


' to addreſs himſelf co the Duke of Eſpernon , there had moreover 


with che 


Duke of E/* 


inthe time of his being at Court, ſome difference hapned betwixt #7 


the Marquis de Roilbac, the Duke's Nephew, and himſelf, where- 
in the Duke's Authority having protected Roilhac , Rucellay had 
not receiv'd that Criatation. he might otherwiſe reaſonably 
have expected, for injuries of no ordinary kind. Theſe injuries 
therefore, being ſtill freſh in his memory, made him very averſe 
to any Treaty with the Duke: neither was he ignorant how ill 
the Queen had us'd him , at his departure from Court, after che 
many, and great Services , that during her Regency ſhe had re- 

| T ceiv'd 
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Anno 
1618. 


ceiv'd athis hands, which altogether put him into a very great 
confuſion. All theſe conſiderations nevertheleſs laid afide , cither 


WY out of the deſire he had to ſerve the Queen, or to be reveng'd of 


Recellay 
ſends Vin- 
centio Luds- 
vicito the 
Duke of 

E ſpernin, | 


the Favourites , or to re-eſtabliſh himſelf ar Court, which he 
hop'd would put on a new face in thechange of the Queens For- 
rune, he diſpatch'&away to her with all diligence to acquaint her 
how the Duke of Bojillon had excus'd himlelf , and of the ad- 
vice he had given concerning the Duke of Eſpernon, that he might 
thereupon receive her Majeſtics further Command. 

This poſting to and frotook up ſo much tirne, that the Queens 
Letters of Credit to the Duke of Eſpernon could not come to Ru- 
cellay's hands, till cowards the latter end of July, nor he ſend them 
to the Duke till che month following ; I ſay ſend them, Rucellay 
having no mind to ſound the Foard himſelf , nor to make the brſ 
overtures of that Treaty in his own perſon, for the foremention'd 
reaſons. He therefore employ d herein one Fincentio Ludovici, a 
man in whom he repo#'d an abſolute truſt, and one, who having 
formerly been chief Secretary to the Mareſchal d' Encre after a long, 
and very ſevere impriſonment he had ſuffred ſince the'death of his 
Maſter, had retir'd himſelf to Signy, and put himlelf into Rucellay's 
prote&tion. Where living in expe&tation of ſome conſiderable em- 
ployment, Rucellay propos'd this negotiation to him, who as readi- 
ly undertook it; and having receiv'd full inſtruQions, together 
with the Queens Letters of Credence, came to Metz , where at the 
Moors- Head he took up his Inn , and from thence ſent to le Pleſis 
(whom all the world knew to be the man in greateſtcruſt abour 
the Duke) to entreat him that he would take the pains to come ſec 
one of his old acquaintance, without further diſcovering himſelf. 

I have beard le Pleſſis ſay, that by this Complement he preſent- 
ly gueſs'd what the buſtneſs might be,chat brought this man, who- 
ever hewas, to Town, yet wonld he not appear upon this firſt 
Summons : but having a Yalet de Chambre in his dependence, that 
he had bred from a Boy, in whom he durſt confide, and of whoſe 
dexterity, and diſcretion, he had often made tryal upon ſeveral oc- 
cafions, he commanded him to go to the Hoors-Head , to free 
whoit was defir'd to ſpeak with him , and to obſerve if it were a 
facc he had formerly ſcen, or one that was altogether a ſtranger to 
him. This man's name was Cadillac, which inſert here, becauſe 
we ſhall ſhortly find him a principal Agent in this Aﬀair. 

Cadillac accordingly comes to the Inn, where his cyc had ſoon 
found out his man, heobſerv'd him, ſpoke to him, and by his 
accent ſoon diſcover'd him to be a ſtranger, of which he preſent- 
ly carried back a report to his Maſter ; giving him withal a deſcri- 
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= of hisperſon. Le Pleſſis confirm'd by this accompr in his 
ormer opinion, would by no means confer with him till he had 
firſt acquainted che Duke : bur having receiv'd his Order, takes 
his way towards the Inn. Thither being come in the confuſion, 
and hurry that uſually happens in thoſe houſes of publick enter- 
- tainment, he ſoon found out the man he ſought for, runsto him, 
and embraces him, as if they had been the greateſt friends in 
the world, though they had never ſeen one another before, enqui- 
ring of him aloud of their friends in Xaintonge, where this ftran- 
ger had never been; who, nevertheleſs very well underſtanding 
le Pleſſis meaning, deliver'd him the ſervices of ſeveral perſons they 
neither of them both knew : after which le Pleſfis drawing him 


aſide, and cntring into more particular conference with him , re- 


ceiv'd from his mouth the farſt overtures of his Treaty., which he 
alſo undertook to carry back to the Duke. 

| No ſooner therefore was he parted from Yincentio , but that he 
went to findout the Duke atthe Haute Pierre( the place where the 
Governours of Metz ordinarily reſide) where he gave him an ac- 
compt of the ftrangers buſineſs , together with the humble re- 
queſt he made to be admitted to a further Conference with his 
own perſon. Whereupon the Dukecall'd for his two Sons, the 
Marquis de la Palette, and the Archbiſhop of Tholouze, ſince Car- 
dinal de laP alette (it appearing very reaſonable they ſhould partici- 
pate of the Counſel, who were to have fo great a ſhare in the 
execution of the delign) where amongſt them ic was concluded, 
that the Duke ſhould the next day give audience tothis Envoy in 
the Abby of St. Vincent in Metz, belonging to the Archbiſhop of 
Thelouze, According to which determination the ſtranger was 
early the next morning conducted thirher, by the forelaid ( adillac; 
whither the Duke coming preſently after, under colour of a viſit 
tothe Abbot, he went to ſeck out 7incentio in the Chamber 
before appointed for him , where he gave him his firſt au- 
dience in the preſence ot le Pleſfis only, and: where Yincentio 
dcliver'd him a Letter from the Queen Mother that contained 
theſe words, 


_ Couſin, 

 Tentreat you not to doubt the Fidelity of the perſon that ſhall deli» 
© ver you this Letter, but to believe whatever be ſhall tell you ; leaving 
© it however to your own choice, either to return your anſwer by bim, 
© or by any other you ſhall think fit, to the earneit requeit be ſhall make 
* you in my bebalf : promiſing you withal that he ſhall propoſe nothing 
"© to yo contrary in the leaſt to the Service of the King my Son, who 
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gray ſhall bimſelf one day give you thanks for the aſfiftmice you ſhall now 
| 1618. © give me in this occaſion, Wherein you may alſo oblige me Whilſt I live 


| | Your very good Couſin, 
From Blow this 1 8th. 
of July, 1618. Marie. 


This Letter being read , and the Duke having ask'd the Bear- 
er what he had moreto ſay, © He repreſented to him the many 
« 2nd ſignal Services he had formerly perform'd for the Queen, 
«firſt in promoting her-Intereſt when ſhe was declar'd Regent, 
« :ndafterwards throughout the whole courſe of her Admini- 
« ftration : telling him withal how infinitely her Majefty was 
& afflicted : That ſhe had not acknowledg'd thoſe Services at fo 
*juſt a rate, asthe quality of chem did truly deferve : That ne- 
« yerthelels ſhe having ſhew'd her {elf ready to gratific him in ſe- 
*yecralthings of ſomc importance to him, ſhe doubred'nor, bur 
*that a generous heart, as his was, would be apter to record 
© thoſe teſtimonies of her Favour and AﬀeRion-to him , than 

_ ſome little diſcontents, that could not fo juftly be imputed to' 
| * her, as to the neceſſity of the time, and the occurrences thar im 
| * poſed chem.: That he very well knew the late King her Lord, 
| *and Husband had a few days before his death (as if he had fore- 

* ſeen the perſecution was preparing againſt her) recommended 
* her Intereſts to his care and proteRtion , whierein he had already 

| * in part ſo worthily perform'd the Truſt that great Ptince had re- 
| * pos d in his Vertue, chat ſhe had reaſon to believe he would 
| ** continueto oblige her for ever : That ſhe was now reduc'd to 
© ſuch a condition by the violence of her Enemies, as after be- 
*ing depriv'd of her liberty, to think her ſelf in great peril of 

© her life : That the King her Son, though his conſtraint was leſs 

' © apparent, was not himſelf however exempt from the tyranny 

© they exercis'd upon her perſon : That, it was in his power to re- 

* deem them both from the ſlavery they were in, wherein', al: 

«though ſhe doubted nor, but that the King would one day ac- 

* knowledge a Service of this nature to ſuch a degree,. as the im- 

* portance of it would juſtly deſerve; ſhe in the mean time would 

* notwithſtanding take all the obligation upon her ſelf; and en- 

<* gage to make him ſee the effects of ſuch a gratitude', as he 

' © might reaſonably expe from a Princeſs , who conceiy'd her 

E Afd bear- * ſelt oblig'd to his generoſity for her liberty, 'and her life. The 

Ponadeion, Duke having madeanſwer to this diſcourſe in ſuch terms of ſab- 

miſſhon, and reſpe&,as befirted a Subject toa Princefs of hercon- 
Cop dition, 
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dition, the Mother of his King, and one from whom , amongſt 
ſome little unkindnefles he had receiv'd many benefits, and ſignal 
favours, proceeded without more ceremony to- the negotiation . 
in the progreſs whercof, Yincentio in the Queens name promis'd 
ſo many men, and places, and ſuch ſummes of mony, propoling 
withal ſogreat and ſo advantageous conditions for the Duke, as 
made him conceive the propoſition worth thethinking of, and to 
promiſe him in a ſew days a poſitive anſwer. . 

He was no {ooner theretore parted from Yincentio, but that he 
| ſent for- his Sons to deliberate with them about this Aﬀair, in 
whom he met with young ſpirirs, full of hear, and courage, that 
preſently advis'd him confidently ro embrace that motion, where- 
in they ſaid there was no queſtion to be made , bur that the ifſue 
would beglorious for him, advantageous to the State, and caſiego 
beeffeRed in irlelf, through the concurrence he would certainly 
find/in moſt of the great men of the Kingdom, who were appa- 
rently diſfatisfied with the preſent Government, which was alſo 
no extraordinary thing inthe beſt , and moſt happy Reigns. The 
Duke on the contrary by a long experience become more circum- 
ſpect could not: ſuffer himſelf ſo cafily to be overcome ; but con- 
fidering he was about to expole his Life and+ Fortune , his Chil- 
dren, Friends, and Family for a Princeſs who had not at other 
times been over-mindful of his former Services, he had tome 
reaſonto fear he ſhould receive no better an acknowledgement of 
this, than he had' done of the reft. Befides he knew: very well 
that he ſhould no ſooner appear in Arms inorder to the delign in 
hand, but thatthe Kings whole Power, and his Perſon would 
immediately be upon him; and ſeeing no viſible Forces ſufficient 
to reſiſt that Torrent, hecould not clear his mind from thole ap- 
prehenſions wherewith it was involy'd. He repreſented there- 
fore to his Sons, that all thoſe Confederates they ſeem'd to rely 
upon, ſhould they joyn in the Quarrel, would moſt of them va- 
niſh at the very ſound of the Royal Name: That the moſt dil- 
contented of them would be reconcil'd to their Duty by the leaſt 
fatisfations ſhould be given them, and that then he alone ſhould 
do the work of all the other great men of the Kingdom, at the 
price of his own > ruine. So that after having again and 


again confider'd of this propoſal, he could not per{wade himſelf 


to condeſcend tothe importunities of his Sons , and le Pleſſis,who 
was preſent at this deliberation , all they could ſay being able ro 
prevail no further - 29 him at that time, than that Vincentio 

might in his name aſlure the Queen, he had a paſſionate deſire to 


ſerve her, provided it would pleaſe her Majeſty to enable him lo 
| co 
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to do, by letting him know what perſons of quality ſhe had won 


overto her party, with what ſummes of mony ſhe could make 


WY for carrying on the War , until when he humbly defir'd he might 


Reccllay 
takes hi1m- 
ſelf che 
Treaty in 
hand. 


reſerve to himſelf the liberty of his promiſe, with an aſſurance 
of his Secrecy and Fidelity in the mean time. 

Vincentid after having ſtaid cight days at .Metz, went back with 
this anſwer to Rucellay, who with great impatience expected his 
return; and who having receivd this accompt of the buſineſs, 
thought they had done enough at this firlt puſh, in prevailing 
with the Duke to hearken only tothe propoſal : neither did he 


- doubr, but that the difficulies he had repreſented , though very 
rational in themſelves, would in the end be overcome by the ſuc- 


cels of thoſe things, whereof the Duke, before he would give 
a determinate anſwer , defir'dto be afſur'd. He therefore in all 
haſte ſignified to the Queen the Duke's dilpolition to ſerve her, 
aſſuring her withal of the Duke de Bojillon's Concurrence with 
the Dake of Eſpernen, provided the laſt would undertake the Ser- 
vice. Whereupon her Majeſty , ſecure of her Intereſt with the 
Dukes of Guiſe, and .Hontmorency, and many other perſons of 
oreatquality ; and nothing fearing alſo , but ſhe ſhould be able 
to railc a great maſs of mony, what by borrowing , what upon 
her Jewels, and what by the Revenve of thoſe Provinces would 
be engag'd with her, ſent the ſame Yincentio a month after to the 
Duke, to give him tull aſſurance of all chings he defir'd. Upon 
which ſecond diſpatch, the Duke conceiving he might confide in 
the Qneens word, engag'd himſelt (though not without ſome re- 
Iu&ancy) to declare openly in her Quarrel, diſmiſſing his little 


Ambaſladour with a much better accompt, than before, and de- 


livering him a Cypher for his furure Correſpondence with the 
Queen; after which, and a particular anſwer to rhe Letter her 
Majeſty had honour'd him with by Yincentio the firſt time , he 
launch'd ſo far into the Aﬀair, thatit was afterwards impoſlible 
for him to retire, 

Re«cellay having pump'd the whole ſecret of this Negotiation 
out of Vincentio, and having no mind he ſhould carry away the 
Reputation of an Aﬀairof that importance , and ſo ſucceſsfully 
begun, reſoly'd for the time to come to undertake the Treaty 
himſelf, and laying aſide his former averſions, with all other re- 
ſpeas (which he likewiſe conceiv'd were notof ſo high a nature, 
as ought to ſtand in competition with the Aﬀair in hand) would 
treat with the Duke in his own perſon. In order whereunto he 
advanc'd as far as Pont a Moulins, a little Village about a League 


diſtance from Metz; either unwilling, or not daring to venture 
himſelf 


diſcover who he was.( adillac thus ſent for by he knew not whom, 
would not go out to him without firſt receiving his Maſters Oc- 
der, nor his Maſter give it him, till he himſelf had firſt receiv'd an 
Order from the Duke : Neither could the Duke ſuddenly conſent 
co this intelligence, who, although hedid not know the ſtranger 
to be Rucellay, yet luſpeRing him to be ſome new Negotiator, 
and unwilling to haveſo many intruſted with a buſineſs , upon 
the ſecrefie whereof depended his Life and Fortune, he waver'd 
long before he would give way to an enterview betwixt le Pleſſss, 
and this new Agent. He was at laſt notwithſtanding content he 
ſhould go : bur if he had at firſt made ſome difficulty of allow- 
ing this Conference, before he knew Fucellay to be the man he 
was to confer withal, he was ſo out of all patience when he knew 
the ſecret was committed to an Italian, his enemy., and diſoblig'd 
by him, thar he was many times upon the point to haye recall'd 
his word, and abſolutely to give over the deſign. Le Pleſfis was 
then forc'd to return back to Racelay with a very unſatisfaftory 
anſwer 3 who, without being much out of countenance at this 
repulſe (the Duke refuſing to admit him into the Treaty) or the 
ſecing the civility he had advanc'd{o far towards a reconciliation 
rejeed, told le Þleſfis coldly, © That fince the Duke had a mind 
ro do the buſineſs wichout him, he might, if he pleas'd, in good ; 
time procecd; bur that in the mean time he was to under- 
"ſtand, that it was to him the Queen had intruſted the ſecret of 
that Aﬀair, and nor to the other , who had hitherto appear'd in 
*it, who was but his ſubſticuce, and by him ſent co make the firſt 
© overtures tothe Duke, preſuming his own perſon might not be 
© ſo acceptable to him ; but that he had ſeen the Duke of Boji- 
* illon, and treated with him : ©* That Vincentis had given him an 
* accompt of all he had done at Metz, and had deliver'd a Cypher 
*to him : Thathe knew very well that he le Pleſſis in the Cant- 
< ingof that Cypher wascall'd Floze, the Duke by another name, 
*and his Sons by others. After which explanation he delir'd 
« him to conſider whether a man ſo well inform'd in, and able to 
« give ſo good an accompt of the buſineſs, was fit to be laid aſide : 
&* That he could not but wonder the Duke of Epernon ſhould 
© continue to uſe himſo ill, who had never given him any 
« offenſe; bur on the contrary had been highly offended by him, 


« and his; thathaving ſo many and juſt inducements to revenge 
_ | thoſe 
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* thoſe injuries, he had now ſufficient means todo it , were not 
& his honour tar dearer , than his ill uſage was ſenſible to him : 
«but that he would tread all thoſe conſiderations under foot , to 
« preſerve his Fidelity to the Queen his Miſtrils , provided he 
«© ſhould not beurg'd on to the laſt extremes. | 

'This Declaration, though ſomerhing high from an Enemy, 
and very rough from a man that pretended he came to Treat,car- 
ried nevertheleſs ſo much fting with ir, and threatned ſo much to 
the ruine of the deſign in hand , thatthe Duke ſaw ir neceſſary ei- 
ther to admit him into the Council, or to diſpatch him our of the 


. . . / = 
' way : the latter of which being too cruel for him to conſent unto, 
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and on the other ſide it appearing of berter advantage totreat wirh 
a man of the Quality Rxcellay was , than with Vincentio , who 
cauld do nothing, but as he receiy'd Orders from him; the Duke 
reſolv'd upon the firſt © So that Rucellay being upon theſe terms 
admitted into the negotiation,he came by night ro Metz, andin 
diſguiſe (as he always went) was condudted to the Haute Pierre, 
where he had a Chamber made ready for him in the Duke's own 
Lodgings; out of which he never ſtirr'd for a whole month to- 
gether, Bcingthere receiv'd, he had Cadillac appointed to attend 
him, as alſo one of the Duke's own YValet's de Chambre, whom. 
he knew wasto be truſted , order'd to bring him all neceſlaries 
from the Kitchin , and other Offices , without any bodies being 
able to gueſs who this perſon might be, that was ſo carefully, and 
diligently attended. TheDuke went almoſt everyday to ſee him, his 
Sons very often, and le Plſfis ofter than them all, by which regular 
viſits inthe Duke, and by the great care was taken to ſeck out the 
beſt water (for Rucellay drank nothingelſe, and was very delicate 
in that) it was ſuſpected ſome Woman of Pleaſure was kept pri- 


. vatein the houſe: A ſuſpicion that perbaps contributed ſomething 
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to his better cogcealment, and to the reltraint of a further curio- 
ſity in ſuch, as poſhbly otherwiſe would have been more inqui- 
ſitive into the truth of the buſineſs, had they not entertain'd this 
miſtake for the truth it ſelf. During this time of Racellay's ſtay 
at Metz, things were fully concluded amongſt them, where above 
allthings, it was thought neceſſary, thata ſtrict League ſhould be 
contracted berwixt the rwo Dukes of Eſpernon, and Bojiillon, thar 
things might rhe better ſucceed. There had indeed fome former 
Jealoulies hapned to the diſcompoſure of theſe two great men, 
but ſuch as had rather begor a coldneſs', than any diſafte&tion be- 
twixt them ; which Rucellay undertook to reconcile, as by the aſli- 
ſtance of the Vicount de Sardiny (a very particular Servant to the 
Duke of Bojwullon, and a man abſolutely devored to the Queen) 
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he afterwards did, though ic wrought not that good effect, was ex- 
pectcd from ir, as ſhall in irs due place be made to appear. 


Anno 


1618. 


The Queen having heard no news of Racellay, during his abode Vs 


at Metz, though ſhe had taken care to ſend t6 him , and in ſuch 
an impatience to know how her Afeairs ſucceeded , as may be 
imagin'd in the condition {he then was, writ a Letter co the Duke 
in a borrowed hand ( think (hanteloube's , he being then the 
only man of truſt about her) and in a fuſtian ſtyle; the Queen 
here taking upon her the quality of a Merchants Wife'of Saverne, 
abſent from her Husband : of which theſe were the words. 


Sir, fince the Sicur Artus (meaning Rucellay) parted hence to 
« ſeek you vut, I have heard no news either of bim , or you; which ſo 
* much afflifts me, that 1 muſt entreat you to write to me by this bearer, 
© who 1 am told by a friend of mine will ſoon be back , he being to ride 
** poſt upon ſome buſineſs of a Gentlemans , whoſe name 1 bave forgot. 
* If no accident have befallen Sicur Artus, he is much to blame toleave 
*< me ſo long in ſuſpenſe, without giving me ſome accompt , whetber he 
 E have paid you the mony 1 deliver d him, or no, which though it be no 

© great ſumme, 1 ſhould be very ſorry you had not receiv'd. Oblige me 
©< therefore ſo far, as to. ſend me word what the matter is, as alſo of the 


« tate of your health, which I wiſh may be ſuch, as you your ſelf defire. I 


*forgot to tell you that the Armourer(meaning the Duke de Luines )with = 


*© Þhom we have the buſineſs you know of, has Jought to me for an Agree- 
* ment;though 1 know not what to ſay ts it without my FIusbands advice, 
*for whom 1 have ſo much reſpe&,as to do nothing but what he ſhall think 
« fit : if berefer it to me to do what Tthink beit , I ſhall make no agree- 
& ment with him. The Judges, Who are to determine our controverſie, 
© will, 1 doubt ,not very well underitand who bas the wrong, and that our 
© canſe is good; God alſo being always for the right , I hope we ſhall 
© have as go6d an iſſue as we can deſire. I ſhall troggle you no further, 
© than to conjure you to write me word, when I may hope to be ſo happy 
E© as toſee you; if your Aﬀairs would permit, I could wiſh you were 
'< ready to begin your Fourney to morrow : however I ſhall refer that t1 
* your diſcretion, humbly entreating you to believe , that I ſhall honour 
© you all the days of my life, as I ought to do, and ſhall pray to God to 
"* keep you in bis Holy ProteSiion, and preſerve you as long in bealth as I 
" defiree | __ 
| Sir, | | 
Your bumble, and very obedient Wife ,and Servant, 


Sign'd X. 
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Ic appears by this Letter, chat Aﬀairs were now. in a very good 
ſorwardneſs, ſome mony having been ſent by the Queen to Merz, 
which, as it was the moſt important place of her Party, and 
wherein the Duke had reſolv'd to leave the Marquis de la Palette 
his Son, he would not he ſhould be left without ſome mony in 
his greateſt neceſſity to afſiſt him. He very well forelaw that after 
the Queens eſcape he ſhould be the firſt aſſaulted,” and expos'd (as 
he afterwards was) to the fury of the Royal Arms, and that up- 
on the preſervation of Metz depended, in part , the life of the 
whole Aion : but of how great moment foever this place might 
be to the deſign in hand, the ſummes nevertheleſs were very mo- 
derate, that were there lefc for its defenſe, ariſing to no more in 
all, than an hundred thouſand Crowns, carried thither by Wagon 
from Saverne ; of which ſumme Yincentio receiv'd an hundred 
thouſand Livers for the uſe of the Duke of Boiillon , who was 
totake Arms in fayour of the Queen , a part of the remainder 
only being left ar Merz, for the raiſing of men neceſſary for the 
defenſe wy ctheTown, andto buy Ammunition. 

The Duke having found by this mony coming in , ſome, 
chough very little effe&t of thoſe promiſes, had been made him 
by the Queen, did from thence conclude her Servants had provi- 
ded fo carcfully for the reſt, that nothing would be wanting of 
all thoſe things whereof they had given him before fo ample aſ- 


ſurance: In which belief he ſer himſelf wholly upon his prepa- 


A ſecond 


Letrer from 
ehe Queen 
inthe ſame 
flyle with 
the firſt, 


ration to be gone; of which alſo having given notice to the 
Queen, her Majeſty, whoſe condition was much worſe than his, 
ro quicken his haſte, ſent him another Lercer- inthe ſame Canting 


ſtyle. ” 


&« Sir , T ſhall make uſe of Magutin's , one of onr Faftors Pen 

* (meaning Chanecloube) to let you know, that I wa; never more over- 
* joy'd in my life, than When Ireceiv'd the Letter you did me the honour 
© to ſend, Wherein you give me aſſurance of your conſtant love, which is 
* ſo great a comfort to me, that What affliftion ſoever God ſhall be pleas'd 
* to lay upon me, T ſhall notwithſtanding rejoyce in this , that my Huſ- 
"© band loves me, and that I ſhall ſhortly have the happineſs to ſee him. 
*© Neither do 1 doubt of his affetinn , bho has ſo good a foul | that 1 
"* know he can never forget ber , who in this. world moſt honours and 
'* loves him ; and that ſo ſoon as be has ſettled all our Affairs where ht 
* now is, be will come to take order about thoſe we have in theſe parts, 
"© Which praiſed be God, are already in a very hepeful way. But 1 am 
< in great pain to knoW the place where you are pleas'd I ſhall expe you ; 
* for if you think it better that 1 go to our own houſe, than to tay _w 
"re, 


——_— 
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* bere, ſend me word, and I /hall do hat poſSibly 1 can to overcome the Annes 
© incommodities of the ſeaſon to obey you ; but if it ſhould fall out that I 1618, 
* cannot ſtir from hence, write me word how I may meet you upon the «"\- 
© way ; and provided I be not put toriſe too early, I ſhall do wonders. 1 
' © expett therefore your Commands, which I ſhall faithfully obſerve , bes 

** ſeeching you to give me your inftruttion concerning all our other Aﬀairs, 
& that 1 may do nothing may turn to ogr prejudice; it being impoſſible 
* I ſhould ever fail in obeying whatever Commands you will lay upon 


Your bumble, and very obedient Wife, and Servant. 


And in a Poſtſcript, | 
This ſhall be the laſt Letter 1 ſhall write, wherefore T conjure you 
© to remember to give me notice of your ſetting out , that accordingly 1 
© may prepare my ſelf | 
| | G. G. 


And for the Superſcription, as upon that before, 
_ © A Monſieur, Monſieur Fabert , being at this preſent at Saverne. * 


This Letter,which,betwixt perſons ſo well read in one anothers 
deſigns, might with great eaſe beexplain'd, was by the Duke pre- 
ſently pur into deliberation , firſt, that a day might be relolv'd 
upon for his departure, and next that ſomething might be conclu- 
ded about the order was to be obſcry'd in going to receive the 
Queen. To this Conſultation the Dukes two Sons, RuceHay, and 
le Pleſſis, were only admitted, where (as it uſually falls out) che 
nearer they approach'dto the execution of their deſign, the harder Some di- 
icſeem'd to be cfte&ted, From the time the Duke had firſt engag'd, ©vlvesariſe | 
his word to the Queen, he had been very inſtant at Court , to _— of 
obtain liberty to go into his Governments of Xaintonge and An- te deiign. 
goumois, very well foreſeeing , that without ſuch a'formal leave, 
he ſhould meet difficulties enough in the very Journey it ſelf, had 
he had nodeſign to favour the Queens eſcape; but the more im- 

ortunate he had beento procure that Licence , the more obſti- * 
nate he had found them to bein the denial. They look'd upon 
him , as it were mew'd up in Metz, and were reſolv'd to 
keep him in a manner a priſoner to his own Government, in that 
remote part of the Kingdom. So that thie Duke in deſpair of pro- 
curing that priviledge, and ſeeing that under the colour of ſome 
very inconſiderable excuſes, the King had a mind to make his 
preſence at Metz, appear altogether neceſſary to his Service, he {ent 
his;Majeſty a very full Remonſtrance of che urgency of his Aﬀairs 

uUu2 | int 
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Ame in thoſe parts, with a repeated. ſupplication , thathe would pleaſe 
1618. ro permit him togo : Not that he expected a better ſucceſs in this 
WY thanin his former applications, he had loft that hope : bur by this 
new Addreſs to lull the Duke de Laines afleep, who ought in rea- 
ſon to believe, that this reiterated importunity pre-ſuppos'dan ex- 
peCtation in the Duketo preyailin his requeſt; and thac conſe- 
quently he would not depart from Metz,,*till char were firſt ob- 

rain'd.. This Letter was writ by the Sieur de Balzac, and is, in m 
opinion one of the beſt pieces has flow'd from his admirable 
| Pen; which notwithſtanding [ have not inſerted here, foraſmuch 
as the Reader may find it printed amongſt the reſt of his excellent 


Works. | | 
+4-86h28 By chis Letter ir was, that, whilft he was making preparation 
preparation, for his departure, the Duke endeavour to conceal his Defign ; 
and EP»: whercin his policy wasof infinite ule, and this thatfollows of no 
uſeofto co- leſs. He had a mind to ſend away before his Stable of manag'd 
ver lisd&- Horles, conſiſting of thirty, what Genners, and Barbs, the fincſt, 
wal and belt in France, an-equipage he had ever been: very curious to 
maintain, as he continued to the laſt hour of his life. Theſe hor- 
ſes that had been very unfit to travel ſuch Journeys, as he muſt 
of neceſlity take, had they ſaid rogo along with him , and thar 
couldnot in the mean time be” convey'd out of Metz, withour 
much notice taken, to hinder that obſeryartion, and ro delude ſuch 
as were too clear-ſighted, and too prying into all his a&tions , the 
Duke caus'd, for fitteen days together, bridled, ſadled, and in all 
cheir equipageas they had beento goa long Journey,to be led our 
at ſeveral Gates of the City : wherein though ic was given out by 
the Grooms, as done only to air them , leit they ſhould become 
_ uſelels by ſtanding cominually Rill; yer for a few of the firſt days 
they were ſeen to go out in that manner, no body believ'd other 
than that they were the Dukes forerunners, who intended himſelf 
ſoon after ro follow. An opinion that made the peoplecrowd in 
multitudes to gaze uipon the ſight, every one certainly concluding 
- at farſt, what was effeCtually the Duke's real deſign: but inthe end, 
ſeeing them, after a walk of four or five hours,continually brought 
back at night,and that which ar firſt ſurpriz'd them by its novelty, 
being grown familiar by the continuation of ir, even the moſt pe- 
netratingly inquiſitive began to grow weary of their ſuſpicion, 
lettingthem at laſt pals ro and again without any regard ar all. 
And then it was that the Duke commanded the Sieur de Campels 
the Gentleman of his Horſe, who, till that time had been as 19- 
norant asthe reſt , at his nextordinary (ally , to ride clear away, 
and to goto a Houle near Sanſerra, and upon the Banks of the 
River 
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River Laire, call'd Rexg, belonging to le Puigeolet his Lieutenant in Auns 
che Regiment of (hampagne, there to expeC him] which was. ac» 1618. 
cordingly perform'd withour che leaſt nocice taken, or any noiſe ANN 


atall. 

This part being thus pertorm'd , le Leige, Major to Rembure's 
_ Regiment, a Gentleman very expert in the Geographical Carr, 
and an excellent Quarter-Maſter for the lodging of an Army came 
back ro: Metz, whom the Duke had:fent a few days before to dif. 
cover all the ways, by which he was to pals into Angoumoy., by 
whole extraordinary diligence,the way wasalready chalk'd out,and 
divided.into Journeys, the Fords all ſounded, and the whole thing 
exactly drawn into a Map. After all which precautions, the Duke 
fill living at Metz, as if he never had deſign to part from thence, 
and having concluded with his Sons,Rucelay, and le Pleſſis the day 
of his ſetting our to be the 22. of Fanuary the enſuing year , all 
things were thenceforward prepar'd with the greateſt {ecrefie, and 
diligence imaginable, to be ready againſtthe time ro come. The 
Queen Mother had,as you have heard, {ignified in her laſt diſpatch, 
that ſhe was in hope ſhe might convey her perſon to any place the 
Duke ſhould think fic co name , thinking that the Lerter ſhe had 
receiv'd from the King (after the Proteſtation the had made co Fa- 
cher Arnoux) would priviledge her ſo to do, ſhe having tull liber- 
ty given her therein co ge whither ſhe pleas @ into any parc of che 
| Kingdom : but becaule that ic was probable the defign of chas 
Letter was rather to comfort her in her ſolitude, and to ſweeten 


her captivity, than intended to give her abſolute liberty co diſpole 


of her perſon, it was moreover thought impofſible ſo to order 
thetime,that ſhe could at a certain ana punQualhour cransfer her 
ſelf ro a place where ſhe might be free to difpole of her elt ac her 
own choice : Eſpecially conſ1dering that all chole who were about 
her, the major part at leaſt, were Servants made , and corrupted 
by the Court Minion. Which fole difficulcy appearing invincible, 
it was at laſt rcſoly'd , that, toavoid all ſuſpicion , her Majeſty 


ſhould not ſtir from Blox, but thatthe Duke, or ſome other cruſty 2" 


perſon by him appointed ſhould adyancethither , to receive, and 
convey her firſt to Loches, and from thenceto 4ngouteſme. 

This reſolution being taken, the Archbiſhop of Fholouxe, atten» 
ded only by his own ordinary Train, parted from Merz eight days 


1619. 


The Arci« 
biſhop of 
Tholouz:e,af- 


rerwards 


before the Duke his Father, to go into Angoumoi, The pretenſe Cirdinal de 


ol 


of this Journey was to try to raiſe mony upon their Territories in 


la VL alettey 
departs 


thole parts for their better ſupport, they having not (as was pre- trom Metz 


tended ) wherewithal to defray their neceflary expenſe, the Duke's 


hefore the 
D1kehis 


Offices being now no longer paid him ſince his diſpuce with che x.c1er, 


Garde 
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' . Anno Garde des Sceaux , though indeed the true cauſe-of his going was 
1619. to confirm the Servants the Duke had in his Governments there 
WY in their Duty, and to ſecure the ſtrong Holds he had in Xaintonge 
and Angoumoisy by aſcalonable prevention of any praftice from 
Court. There was allo at the ſame +time a diſpatch ſent tq the - 
Queen Mother, to acquaint her with their reſolutions , that ſhe 
might make her ſelf ready againſt the day prefix'd , the charge 
whereof Rucellay having taken upon himlelf, he intrufted ic to a 
young fellow whoſe name was Lorme, one whom he had bred u 
of a Page ,. and by whom he hadin rruch been very faichfully 
ſerv'd at Court, in ſome affairs of no ordinary nature ; though in 
this, and in the moſt critical time for the ruine of the Enterprize 
in hand, he play'd fowl, and ſtumbled into the fouleſt Treachery 
in the world. He had often been employ'd to and fro uponthis 
occaſion, wherein he had ever acquitted himſelf with great ſince- 
rity and diſcretion :. but now, though he had nor penetrated in- 
to the depth of thedeſtgn, yer gueſlng by the ſecreſie had: been 
' enjoyn'd him, that'it. muſt neceſſarily be of very great impor- 
tance, what recompenles {ocver he had been promis'd by his Ma- 
. ter, hechoſe rather by his infidelicy to obtain them, than by a 
vertuous action to deſerve them. Inſtead therefore of going to 
Blows, and from thence to Confolant in Angoumois ( where he was 
order'd to expe thaDuke, after he ſhould be diſmils'd by the 
Queen, from whom he was to bring an accompr of the preciſe 
day of her eſcape) he went direly to Paris , where he addreſs'd 
himſelt co ſome of the Duke de Luines his Servants,to be by them 
preſented to their Maſter ; to whom he ſaid, provided he might be 
ſecur'd of a good reward, he would diſcover ſomething of 
The whole gorethan common concern. To this deſperate paſs was the 
Geign'” ſtate of Aﬀairsreduc'd, when Fortune by a ſtrange and unexpc- 
great Gan , . . : 
gerrobe Cted accident fer the Machine again on work upon its own pro- 
ruin. the Per Baſe. Tholeto whom Lorme had apply'd himſelf for admil- 
rhrouph the : : . 
infidelity of f1on to Luines, looking upon him as an Impoſtor, either made no 
ore of &®- rnention of him tothe Duke ar all, or,it they did, repreſented him 
avs *t-- for ſuch a fellow, as they themſelves took him to be, making him 
| waitatthe Gates for three whole days together , without giving 
him either admirtance; or anſwer. In the interval of which three 
days {e Buiſſon, a Counſellor in the Parliament of Paris., heard 
by chance that Lorme , Rucellay s man was in Town; which he 
had from one of his own people, who, being of Lorme's acquain- 
tance, had met him accidentally in the fircer.. At which incelli- 
gence le Buiſſon (a man paſſionately devoted to the Queen Mo- 
cher, privy to hier deſigns, and an affeftionate Servant ofthe Duke 


of 
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np, one that took upon him to be a Servant to the Duke 
de Luines he caus'd five hundred crowns to be paid down to Lorme 
by virtue of which he retriv'd the Packet out of his hands , dil- 
poſing ſo of Lorme himſelf, that he was never ſeen or heard of af- 
ter; by which means this greatdeſign in the greateſt danger ima- 
ginable to be dilcover'd, and loft, was again reſtor'd to its for- 
mer condition. | : 
The Duke, who as yet was totally ignorant of Lorme's treache- 
'Iy, and who knew nothing of it of above a month after , put 
himſelf inthe mean time upon his Journey ; the order whereof 
at his ſetting our, and which he alſo continu'd during the whole 
Voyage, I ſhall here preſent you. Wherein we ſhall obſerve ſo TheD.e's 
admirable a condu&t, that we cannot forbear (notwithſtanding Proven. 
the Duke's modeſty) who cver gave Fortune too greata ſhare in - "ponies 
all his performances) to attribute the whole raccel? of this enter- 9 his de- 
prize immediately to his own prudence. No body knew of his re- f;;, 1,4. 
ſolution, till-che night before his departure, when all the Gates of 
the City being ſhur , which at Metz (as at all other Frontier 
Towns) was commonly betimes, he commanded every one to 
make ready fortheir departurethe next morning, He had ſome 
time before this caus'd eight thouſand Piſtols (his whole. ſtock at 
that time) to be ſowed up in Girdles of Leather (which were all 
found in his Truncks at his death inthe ſame condition they were 
* at his departure from Merz) ſuch as a man might, wichour much 
trouble, wear about him, which he diſtribured to fifteen Gentle- 
men of his Family (whom he knew to be the moſt faithful , and 
thar were the beſt mounted) to take care of, with orders to follow 
him wherever he went, ſhould any croſs accident befal him in 
the way. His Jewels allo, which were lock'd up in a little iran 
Cheſt, and carried in a Male, was commirted "to a /alet de 
57 Chambre 
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Chambre of approv'd fidelity, who had likewiſe order not to ſtir 
from his perſon. He had filty Gentlemen only in his company, 
every one arm'd with a Caſe of Piſtols , and a Carabine , forty 
Guards, with cach one a Musket, and a caſe of Piſtols, fifteen 
Sumpter Mules, the ordinary Officers of his Houſhold, with ſe- 
veral common Servants. Withthis Troop amounting in all notto 
above an hundred good Horſe (and that would have been too . 
little had he gone upon the accompt of a private-quarrel only) the 
Dukeof Eſpernon adventur'd upon a Journey , contrary to the 
King's expreſs Order, from one extremity of the Kingdom to an- 
other, and thence to return back again into the very heart of the 
ſame Kingdom, there to aſſiſt the Queen Mother ; reſolv'd (con- 
trary to the King's will) to make her eſcape from a place, to 
which ſhe had been, by his Majeſty in the nature of a Priſon, con- 
fin'd ; and without certainly knowing by whom he was to be al- 
ſiſted in his deſign , undertook to change the face of a mighty 
State, ſo quiet, and ſo united within itſelf, as that it ſeem'd impol- 
ſible eicher at home or abroad to bethreatned with the leaſt dan- 
ger, or trouble : Wherein, if che attempt was bold , we ſhall find 
the cxccution no lels worthy to be admir'd. He muſt alone make 
an end of what he had alone begun, his good Fortune, it ſeems, 


" to his Glory, ordcring ic ſo, that not one great man of the King- 
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dom (either eavying, or aſtoniſh'd at ſo daring a deſign) would 
bedrawn to embark in an ation the honour and ſucceſs whereof 
could derive to none but the Duke of Eſpernon : So that they were | 
content to let him buſtleit our alone, whilſt themlelves .ſate idle 
ſpectators of this haughty and noble Enterprize, though it was 
certainly reported, and believ'd, that many of them had cngag'd 
themſelves tothe Queen to ſerve her upon this occaſion. 

The Duke having thus order'd his litcle. Train, and not being 
able to ſeparate himſelf from the Marquis de la Palette his moſt 
beloved Son, without taking his leave, he call'd him aſide, where 
embracing him with the cenderneſs of an aft tionate Father , he 


_ told him; "©. That the greatelt reſtimony he could poſſibly give him 


* of his Aﬀeion and Eſteem, was { as he now did) to.commit 
**to his Vigilancy, and Valour the Cuſtody of Merz, it being the 
**principal member of his Fortune ; and' to the conſervation of 
** which he ought to be the more awake, as it concern'd himſelf 
* much more than itdid him, who having bur a ſhort time to 
* live, could expect but a few years poſſeſſion : That he might aſ- 
* ſure himſelf, he ſhould with the ſooneſt be beleaguer'd with all 
*the Forces the King could make, and thar no berter was to be 
«expected from the Inhabitants, how well affeRed fſocyer they 

might 


\ 
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< might pretend ro be; to oppoſe both which , much prudence 
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© and conſtancy would be requir'd : Thar upon the ſucceſs of 1619. 


*the Action, wherein they were now engay'd, depended nor on- 
«ly their Fortunes, but their Reputations alſo; which if it ſucy 
<© ceeded wall, they ſhould be loaded with Honour , bur if other- 
.* wiſe, beJook'd upon as Criminals, and Traytors : That there- 
+ forethey were to put on a Reſolution Tather to dye, than to fall 
« into thar diſgrace; but that it was much better to live, and to 
* overcome, as his heart afſur'd him they ſhould honoucably, 
« and fortunately do. By - which few words the Marquis, being 
confirm'd in the generous reſolution he before had taken, humbly 
beſought the Duke his Father to be confidenthe would never do 
any thing unworthy his own Birth, or his expeRation ; when his 
ecars haying ſtop'd all further.expreſſion, he by that tenderneſs gave 
a much better teſtimony of his courage than otherwiſe , and at a 
greater liberty of ſpeech, his own modefty would perhaps have 
ermitted him to do. | 


— a. 


The Duke was no ſooner paxted from his Son, but that he pre- The Duke 


ſently went to Horſe to begin his Journey , it being Monday the 
two and twentieth of January , as had been before appointed. 
The Gates of the City had not been opened (incethe evening be- 
fore, and then only. that by which the Duke was to ſally ; which 
was allo ſhut again ſo ſoon as he (who would himſelf be the laſt 


man) was gone out : Neither of three days after his-departure 


was any one opened at all, che Duke having moreover (leſt any 
Tickets might be thrown over the Walls,or any perſons let down, 
who might carry intelligence of his motionto Court) left order 
with Paul, Lieutcnantto a Company of Carabines, belonging to 
the Garriſon of Metz, night and day to ſcour the Road to Pars, 
and1o intercept, ana ſtop all that ſhould travel that way; a pre- 
caution of ſo good ule, thatthe laſt news the Courr receiv'd of the 
Duke of Eſpernon's departure, came from Metz, ſo well had all 
che Avenues been guarded on that fide, 5; T8 
The Duke,being now out of the Ciry,purſu'd his way with great 
diligence,taking as long Journeys as the heavinels of his Sumpter- 
Muſes would permir, which, though they ty'd him to one ſtage a 
day ,yet was that ſtage always nine or ren Leagues ar leaſt ; and his 
good Fortune was ſuch, thatart this ſeaſon , commonly the moſt 
turbulent of all the year, the weather was lo exceedingly favour- 
able and fair that there fell not one drop of rain all the way; inſo- 
much that he not only could foard all the Rivers, but mouncing 
every morning ſo ſoon as the Sun was up, both he and all his com- 
pany rid without their Cloaks all the day long , as it had been the 
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warmeſt time in Sumner. The fourth day- after his departure 
from Metz, he pals'd by the T renches of Dijon, where the Duke of 


WY Bellegarde his Couſin being Governour both of the Caſtle, and 


The nev's cf 
the Duke of 
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Court. 


Province, and having the Steur de Mun his Lieutenant in the Ca- 
file, the Duke ſenr for him, who being it ſeems ar that time, our 
of the way, Fouquereles Enſign to the Duke's Life-Guard came our 
in his ſtead to receive the Duke's commands. Of whom the Duke 
having enquir'd of the Duke his Maſter, he entreated him, fo ſoon 
as he ſhould write,to preſent his Service to him , andto acquaint 


| him with his motion, but that nevertheleſs char complement re-: 


quir'd no ſuch haſte, that he was oblig'd to do ic otherwiſe, than 
by the ordinary way of the Meſlenger (che Packet Office being at 
chat time not ere&ted in France) as he defir'd he: would not do; 
a8ding withal, thar having been ſtary'd out of Metz, he was con» 
ſtrain'd to go into Xaintonge, and Angoumois to live there upon 
hisown Eſtate : Wherein, chough Fouqueroles promis'd to obey 
his Orders, yet he was not ſo good as his word, he diſpatching 
away an ſexprelſs Currier the next morning to the Duke de Belle- 
garde, to acquaint him with the Duke's motion ; by which means 
it was that the King had the farſt intelligence of his dgparture from 
Metz,though it was not before he had been eight days upon the 
Road, and that it was now too lateto ſtop him. 

It is not tobe imagin'd how ſtrangely this news alarm'd the 
whole Court, the King openly ſaying , that he ever thought if 
the Duke of Eſpernon could not obtain the leave he defir'd, he 
would infallibly take it : bucthe Duke de Laines, conceiving that 


(in all probability ) the Duke would never have done ſuch a thing 


withour ſome deſign; thought fit to try if he could not effect thar 
by fair means, he ſaw was not tobe done by foul ; and to thar 
end diſpatch'd away le HMaine (otherwiſe call'd (habans)-ro-the 
Duke, witha Letter from the King to Authorize his Voyage, to- 
gether with all aflurance of ſatisfaQtion in his Aﬀairs, as alſo a 
particular complement, chat he would accept of his Service , and 
that all things paſs'd might be no more remembred betwixt them. 
Which Envoy we ſhall in due time find upon his way. -- -.. 
Dijon being pals'd , the Duke continu'd his Jorlfney without 
intermiſſion, baiting, or ſtaying near the great Towns, cill he had 
paſs'd the River Loire at Pore de Yichi, from whence he ſent a 
new diſpatch tothe King, to give him notice of his Voyage' into 
Xaintonge, and Angoumon 3 where he had (as he ſaid) no orher de- 
ſign, than to live under his Majeſties obedience, Wirh-this- dif- 
patch Bauſſonziere Nephew to le Fleſfis, (a Gentleman of as'good 
Parts,” and as much Valour, as any- other of his time) was Tent 
! away 
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away to Paris, where at his arrival he was very well receiv'd ; bur Anne 
hapning to be ſtill at Courr, ſoliciting an anſwer to his diſpatch, 1619. 
when the news was brought of the Queen Mothers eſcape , he 
ran a very great hazard of his life, his head being often brought 
into debare,that in his perſon they might puniſh the high Offenſe 
done to the King by the Duke his Maſter. 

Two days Journey ſhort of chis Pore de Vichi , the Duke's 
' Quarter-Maſters (who always carried Ruceflay along with them 
in diſguiſe, and who, the better to conceal him, us'd him with 
no other relpe&t, than as a Comrade) diſcover'd two Partics of An Enconn- 
Horle ſtanding ina Ficld, a lictle diſtance from them , which ar *** *! 
the firſt ſight they apprehended to be two Troops, whereof men- * 
tion, had been made tothe Duke, one of Light-Horſe belonging 
to the Queen, and another of Carabines commanded by Arnout ; 
which he had been inform'd were diſpos'd in Garriſon near this 
part of the River (outof an opinion-had for ſome time been cn- 
certain'd at Court, that the Duke (whether his Majeſty would 
conſentor no) would infallibly undertakethis Journey into Gui- 
enne) to obſtruct his paſſage. And indeed thoſe Troops had 
waired ſome time thereabouts; but whether it were that they 
had accidentally only been Quarter'd there, or that they had been 
tyr'd out with expeCting, or that the coming of the Duke's great 
Horles towards Sanſerra, (for they were now march'd thar way) 
had made them alter their deſign : but ſo it was that the Duke re- 
cciy'd not the leaſt impediment from them. His people notwith- 
ſtanding, ſomething ſurpriz'd at the ſight of theſe two Troops, re- 
turn'd upon the ſpur to givethe Duke notice of what they had 
ſeen ; at which intelligence, as ata thing that requir'd ſome con- 
fideration, he made a little halt, when immediately with a chear- 
ful and confident countenance , he ſaid to thoſe who were with 
him. We are now come too far my Maſters, to return back again, 
we muſt either thorow, ordye. Which being laid whilſt he was 
drawing up to-charge, he ſent to diſcover who they were ; when 
- having word back, that they were two Gentlemen,who, being at 
Suits, had rais'd men on both ſides to take poſſeſſion of a Houſe - 
in diſpute betwixt them, he continu'd on his way , this being the 
. only Alarm he receiv'd throughout the whole Journey. | 

Buralmoſt in the ſame place , at leaſt at the Paſs of Briare, "—n— 
which is not far fromit, the Duke mils'd very lictle of an Encoun- jv, the 
ter of far greater importance ; which was that with the Duke of _ _ þ 
Guiſe, who was retiring, diſſatisfied enough with the Court, into (14 ip 8 
his Government of Provence. Neither had he been gone above !0.-rs, 
 twohours before the Duke arriv'd at this Paſs : whereas had he 
Xx 2 had 
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would doubtleſs have had much ado to perſwade the Court, that 
ſo pat an Encounter had not been betote complotted berwixt 
them. A jealouſic that the known friendſhip bertwixt the Duke 
and him would have rendred ſo plauſibleto all, thatthe Duke of 
Guiſe , not ſecing a poſhbility of jnſtifying himſelf againſt ſo 
violent a preſumption, could hardly have avoided engaging on 
the Queens Party, ſeeing he muſt inevitably ſtand highly ſuſpe- 


| Redto the other, though the Duke of Epernon concluding him 


abſolutely cngag'd in the ſame deſign, did not much care to ſend 
after him, for tear of giving the Court too great a difcovery be- 
fore Aﬀairs were yet ripe : So that by this means , and from: the 
very buſineſs ic ſelf, wherein he was thought to be ſo deeply con- 
cern'd, asperhaps he was, the Duke of Guiſe rook occaſion to 
make his own Game at Court, and to reconcile himſelf to the 
King, and the Favoutites, he ſending thither, ſcal'd up, as here- 
ceiv'd them from the Queen , the Packets wherein the made her 
application to him, to engage him in her deſigns. 

The twentieth day after the Duke's departure from Metz , he 
arriv'd at Confolant in Angoumois ; where bis Son, the Archbiſho 
of Tholouze , together with the Sieur 4 Ambleyille , the King's 
Lieutenant in the Province, and the Duke's moſt fairhful friend, 
and about three hundred Gentlemen more , came to wait upon 
him. And hereit was that the Duke was infinitely aſtoniſh'd and 
ſurpriz'd ; he had all the way expected to find Lorme there, with 
the Queens inſtruftions about the manner of her eſcape : bur his 
treachery (as yet unknown to the Duke) having turn'd him quite 
another way, gave the Duke reaſon to believe , either that the 
Queen Mother had alter'd her reſolution, or that otherwiſe ſhe 
had been betray'd, and that the whole defign had been diſcover'd: 
The one or the other of which had been equally ruineus to him, 
who muſt either way be certainiy expos'd ſingle, and naked to 
his enemies diſcretion. And as one miſchief never comes alone, 
it fell our, that in the heighr of this confuſion, he was aſſaulted by 
another of no leſs moment , and that conſequently added very 
much to the perplexity he was in before. The man of the houſe 
where 'Racellay, and le Pleſſis lay, was one of the ® Gendarme of 
the King's own Troop, whoſe name was Betiſon. T his man diſ- 
courſing with Cadillac le Pleſfis's Servant about the Aﬀairs-of the 
time (the common talk of that kind of people) innocently told 
him, amongſt other things, that there was a bruit in the Country, 
asif the Duke were come to carry away the Queen Mother from 
Blois. Ir could neyer be found out from whence this rumour 


ſhould 
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ſhould ariſe, for it was ſo great a fccret 'in the Duke's own Fa- 
mily, that the very perſons who were continually employ'd init, 
had not the leaſt inckling thereof. Infomuch that Cadillac, who was 
. himſelf as ignorantas the relt, rold his Maſter this ſtory for ari- 
diculousthing : but le Pleſfis, who took it afrer another manner, 


and that on the contrary was aftoniſh'd ro the laſt degree ,*that an - 


affair which had been carried on with the greateſt ſecrelie imagin- 
able, ſhould become the diſcourſe of the people, went immediate- 
ly to acquaint Rucellay with what he had heard; who being no 
leſs ſurpriz'd, than he, they went both together to the Duke, who 
was yet the moſt amaz'd of the three, and who by this was ſtill 


more confirm'd in his former belief, that he was abandoned, and 


betray'd, wherein alfo the appearances were ſo great,that his opi- 
nion was not indeed much to be contradi&ted. 

LePleſſis, who had waded very deep into this Aﬀair, could by 
no means perſwade himſelf that the'Queen had any ways alter'd 
her reſolution, yet did he not know what to ſay to her ſilence ; He 
ſaw his Mafter's Enterprize was no more aſecret , and that conſe- 
quently he could not , without eminent danger make a longer 
ſtay at Confolant, his reſidence in that little place giving too ma- 
niteſt evidence of ſome ſecret deſign. The conſideration where- 
of made him reſolve generouſly to expoſe himſelf to ſearch out 
the truth of the buſineſs, and to clear thoſe doubts the Duke was 


inatthe hazard of his own lite. In che cloſe of the evening there- ,, ,,,;;, 
fore he departed from Confolant upon his own Horſes, to go take cakes » jours 


poſt at Chaſtelloraut, and from thence to Loches; where , as he 


ney to diſ- 
cover how 


pals'd by he was to makeſure of la Tliere, Governour of that place Aairs 
underthe Duke of Epernon. This Gentleman, however faichful, ood. 


and affe&iqnateto the Duke his Maſter and Benefa&or, was ne- 
vertheleſs ar the firſt propoſal very much ſurpriz'd with the 
greatneſs of this deſign, and to ſuch a degree that he could not on 
the ſudden prevail upon himlelf roembark in an Aﬀair, wherein 
he diſcover'd ſoeminent, and inevitable danger : Inſomuch that 
le Pleſfis not being able to overcome his apprehenſions, and aver- 
fions,at this firſt Conference,durſt proceed no further in his Jour- 
ney, it being above all chings neceſlary to make ſure of Loches. In 
the interim he ſaw heloſt a great deal of-time, and the Queen he 
knew, if ſhe continu'd in her firſt reſolucion , muſt needs be in 
great anxiety, and ſuſpenſe. He had moreover great reaſon to be- 
lieve that the news of the Duke's Voyage was by this time arriv'd 
at Court, and that then all poſſible diligence would be us'd (what- 
ever they might be) ro prevent his deſigns. In which perplexity, 
not daring to depart from Loches , without baving firſt _ 

Ihere 


th 
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louze (who was to follow preſently after him) ſhould come to ſe- 


LY curethe place, that being delign'd for the Queens firſt retreat, he 


found a neceſſity upon him of. committing the ſecret of this great 
and important Aﬀair to Cadillac's hdelicy and diſcretion : Cal- 
ling him therefore to him , entreating , and conjuring him to be 
faithful, wich great promiſes of reward, he deliver'd him Letters 
for the Queen, with two or three words to the Connt de Brenne, 
chat he might byvhis favour be admitted to her Majeſties preſence. 
The Count had hitherto, 'tis true, been entruſted with no {yllable 
of the deſign ; bur le Pleſſis knew him to be very faithful co the 
Queen his Miſtriſs, and that they had uſually apply'd themſelves 
to him to obtain Accels, for ſeveral private Meſſengers that had 
been ſent to her Majeſty about this Aﬀair. (adillac acquitted him- 
relf very well in his diſpatch, he cameto Blois, preſented his Let- 
ter to the Count de Brenne, and was by him that very night preſen- 
red to the Queen, who entertain'd him ſome time alone in her 
Cabinet, and who after having: heard the humble requeſt he 
made in his Maſters behalf, that her Majeſty would pleaſe to ſend 
ſome truſty perſon to Monti; (a poſt ſtage diſtant only from 
Blois) with whom he might the next day confidently confer. She 
made anſwer that ſhe had no ſoul about her whom ſhe durſt truſt; 
but that he ſhould immediately back to le Pleſfis.to tell him from 
her, that without ſtaying at Montis , he ſhould come on as far as 
the Suburbs of Blow, where at the little Moor he ſhould hear 
further from her. Cadillac accordingly return'd , riding all night 
back again towards his Maſter, to acquaint him with the Queens 
deſire, whom at his arrival at Montis, he found got thither before 
him : Lalliere (who had never faultred in his dury , and whom 
the fear of his Maſter's ſafety, rather than any conſideration of 
his own, had made a little ſhie ar firſt) being upon betcer delibe- 
ration now reſolute to run the Duke's fortune , having it ſhould 
ſeem (etle Pleſjis at liberty to purſue his Journey : wherein never- 
theleſs he light upon an Encounter by the way, that had again al- 
" moſt overthrown the whole deſign ; and that had certainly done 
. It, had henot by his dexterity, and the vivacity of his judgment, 
manag'd it in ſuch ſort, as to make it in the end contribute much 
to the good ſucceſs of the Afﬀairin hand. 

' You have already heard that upon the firſt intelligence the 
Covrrt receiv'd of the Duke of Efpernon's departure from Metz, 
Luines had diſpatch'd away le Maine to him with an approbation 
of his Journey from the King; and it now fell our that this Gen- 
tleman in purſuance of that diſpatch , hapned ro meet le Pleſ/is 

upon 
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upon the Road betwixr Ambois : and Blois - an Encounter thac 
did not a little ſurprize le Pleſſxs, who knew him to be a ſubtle 


man, and no very good friend to the Duke, by whom he con- 


ceiy'd he had not been lo well us'd, as he deſerv'd to be. Neither 
was there any poſſibility of paſſing by him- unknown ; they- had 
been roo long acquainted at Courr for that, and ir was much to 
be fear'd, leſt the meecing of: le Pleſfis upon this Road might make 
le Maine penetrate intothe truth of his delign , and conlequtently 
endeavour to obſtruct ic. In this apprehenſion, I have heard le Pleſ- 
ſis lay, That he was once in mind to. have kill'd him ; though 
con(idering that an aR of that nature waslikely to draw aker it 
conſequences thar might utterly overthrow the Aﬀair he had in 
hand, he quicklyalter'd that reſolution; conceiving it therefore 
better nor to avoid his Encounter, he went chearfully up to bim, 
where after he had ſome timeentertain'd him with great demon- 
ſtrations of intimacy, and friendſhip, he fo order'd the marcer, 
that he (without diſcovering therrue intent of his own) got our 
of le Mainethe balineſs of his Journey, which was, that he was 


ſent by the King, and the Duke de Luines to the Duke of Eſper- - 


non, to let him know that his Majeſty was very well fatisfied with 
his expedition , and that Luines defir'd to be his Servant. In or- 
der whereunto , having further enquir'd of le Pleſſis where he 
might find the Duke, he made anſwer, that certainly at Angon- 
leſme, where he arriy'd ewo days before he came from thence. At- 
rer this manner did lc Pleſſrs difingage himſelf from this danger- 
ous encounter, diverting le Maine from the way to Loches, whicher 
before he was going,:to go enquire upon the Poſt Road ſome 


more certain news of the Duke: Whereas had he held on his 


way, and met him art Loches, as infallibly he had, the Queetis Af- 
fairs had yet been in very great danger, le Maine returning in all 
diligence to Court, having had leiſure enough to give Luines time, 
either to prevent the Queen Mothers eſcape, or ar leaſtto have ta- 
ken her upon the way, had ſhe been gone from thence, Loches be- 
ing but one days Journey Poſt from Paris, | 

This untoward accidentthus ſhuffled off, and le Pleſſis being 


. .inform'd by Cadillac of the Queen Mothers order for him to 


come into the Suburbs of Blois, he fail'd not to execute her com- cretly ad- 


mands, where he was no ſooner arriv'd , but that the Count de 
Brenne's Steward came to ſeek him-, to guide him roche Caſtle, 
andto lodge him inthe Ami-Chambre ot the _m his Maſter. 
Night therefore being come , he was accordingly by him condu- 
&ed thither, when, lo ſoon as every body was retir'd ,” and che 
. Queen left ar liberty, and alone, ſhe ſent for him inco her _ 
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ber, to conſult with him what remain'd to be done ; where af- 
ter he had in few words given her an accompr of the long, and 
dangerous Voyage his Maſter had undertaken , out of the-ſole, 
and paſſionate deſire he had to ſerve her , and that ſhe had ac- 
knowledged that obligation in the handſomeſt manner ſhe could 
by words cxprels, le Pleſſts proceeded to repreſent ro her Majeſty 
the many dangers that attended this delay, remonſtrating to her : 
Thar it was now a great while {ince the Duke's departure from 


«© Merz: That he had already waited four or five days in a Vil- 


© lage, in expeRationof her Majeſties Commands in order to her 
© eſcape: Thatthe true deſign of the Duke's Journey (though 
© he believ'd it had no other ground than meer ſuſpicion) was 
© already become the common diſcourſe of the people : Thar he 
* had met lc Maine going towards the Duke, upon the intelli- 


gence had already been carried to Court of his departure from 


« Metz; andthat therefore it was very requiſace her Majeſty ſhould 
© make immediate uſe of the preſent occaſion , which perhaps 
© might in two days be irrecoverably loſt.. To which the Queen 
madeanſwer : ©* Thatſhe wasof his opinion, and that therefore 
* they were then inſtantly to reſolve upon the order , and the 
* che means of her eſcape. Whereunto le Pleſſis baving reply'd, 

* That that depended chicfly upon ſome man of Truſt : The 
Queen made anſwer again,: © Thar ſhe had not one about her 


 *(Chanteloube the only man of all her domeſticks, ro-whom ſhe 


© had entruſted the ſecret of that Aﬀair, being diſpatch'd away 
*to the Princes, and Lords, which ſhe either conceiv'd already 
« were, or ſoon would be engag'd in her Quarrel) in whom ſhe 
© durſtconfide. | | 
_ Whereupon, le Pleſſis conceiving there might be ſomething of 
the hymour of her Sex, or Nation, in ſo general a diſtruſt , of his 
own accord propos'd to her the (ount de Brenne ;:who,he ſaid,had 
ſufficiently manifeſted his fidelicy in thoſe Services he had already 
periorm'd. A propoſition the Queen did not ſeem abſolutely to 
rcjeR, ſaying (which archer own very words), That 'rwas true 
ſhe belicy'd. the Count to be a man of honour , but that notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe thought him very young for the conduct of fo im- 
portant an Aﬀair. Which ſcruple being ſatisfied by le Pleſſis, un- 
dertaking to make him capable enough ; and ſeeing ir was nece(- 
ſary totruſkſome one of the Queens dometticks', he thought a 
man of his condition , her Majeſtics Gentleman of the Horſe, 
and Brother to the Marquis de Mony, a moſt paſſionate Servant 
of hers, was the moſt proper of all others to be made uſe of in 
this occaſion. And accordingly , though it was then very far in 
the 
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far inthe night, went immediately to talk with him about ic; 
to whom (atter he had felc his pulſe a while, and found him very 
ready to undertake any thing for her Majeſties Service © he ar laſt 
declar'd the reſolution had been taken , rodeliver the Queen Mo- 
ther out of her captivity : a deſign, that he told him was to be ex- 
ecuted by a perſon of very great quality, /concealing however the 
Duke of Eſpernon's name) who had drawn great Forces together 
in his Government, to favour her Majeſties retreat; and in conclu- 
ſion, thartherefore he was the very next day to take order for Lad- 
ders, to get the. Coaches ready , andto lay in freſh Horſes , with 
all the ſecreſie he in his own diſcretion ſhould think fit, tothe end 
that the night following without further delay her Majeſty might 
be reſtor'd to her former Freedom. Not forgetting withal to re- 
commend to his conſideration, what he might expe from the 
gJrumnes of a Miſtriſs, reſtor'd again to the whole ſway of Af- 


airs, her due Authority, and Greatneſs, beſides the» honour he 


would infallibly acquire to himſelf in fo glorious an occaſion. 
\. TheCeunt thus prepar'd and inftrufted, accordingly made pro- 
viſion of all chings neceſlary for the deſign ; and le Pleſſis him- 
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ſelf remaining conceal'din the Queens Cabinet (either to be, as cape- 


ic were,a Hoſtage for his Maſter's fidelity, or to be preſent with his 
 direQions inthe execution of the deſign) ſent Cadillac only back 
co the Archbiſhop of Tholouze, to acquaint him with the Queens 
readineſs, the night following to make her eſcape. The Archbi- 
ſhop, who was to part from Confolans immediately after le Pleſſis, 
had order to advance.no further chan Loeches (that place being de- 
ſign'd for the Queens firſt reception) only to clear the Roadin or- 
derthereunto : but le Pleſſis by Cadillac intreated him to advance 
as far as Montrichart, which was half way berwixc Blois and Lo- 
ches , aſſuring him that the Queen would infallibly come thither 
the night following, which hapned to be the 22. of Feb, an exaCt 
month to a day after the Duke's departure from Metz. (adillac 
therefore poſted with extraordinary diligence back again ,to Lo- 
ches to meetthe Archbiſhop there; where being come, he found 
not only the Son, but the Father alſo, entring together the Sub- 
urbs of the City. The reaſon of which was, that though it had 
been at firſt reſolv'd, the Son ſhould go before with twenty or 
thirty Gentlemen only, to makethe leſs noiſe, and give the leſs 
ſuſpicion ; yer could not the Duke his Father, when ic cameto'r, 
conſent tolet him go ſo ſlenderly attended, where he apprehended 
the peril to be ſo manifeſt,and grear. He knew not, in the anxiety 
' and doubt wherewith he was involy'd, what to think of che 
Queens filence, of whom he had hitherto heard no news atall, 
Yy ro 
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to which the rumour that was already ſpread abroad of his real 
det1.,n, having more encreas'd his apprehenſion,nature would nor 


wm 


permit him to expole his Son to ſo great an adventure, chuſing 
much rather to run the whole hazard together with him , than 
that he alone ſhould tempt the danger, whilſt himſelt lay idle and 
ſecurc. | 

Cadillac, having diſcover'd them at diſtance, ſpur'd up to them, 
cranſported with joy of the good news he brought; where he 

ave them a full rclatipn of what had pals d berwixt the Queen, 
and himſelf, andof whathehad in Commiſſion from his Ma- 
ſer, together with her Majcſtics readineſsto depart, and the ſecre+ 
fie that had hithe:to been preſery'd inthe Queens Houſhold : bur 
he could give them no accompt, why they had heard nothin 
from her Majeſty at (onfolans, ſhe having deny'd to le Pleſſis thar 
Lorm: had ever been with her, as it was too true; or that ſhe had 
ever heard 2 [yilable from the Duke , fince his departure from 
A'etz, which ſhe ſaid had put her into no little fear. 

And here I cannot but wonder at the infirmities of men , and 
the 4iſproportion we may ſometimes oblerve in the braveſt and 
molt heroick minds. The Duke of Eſpernon had for fix months 
together been continually projeRing this deſign , had forcſcen all 
the acciderits could happen, was come from Metz for no other 
end, an+' had wiſh'd for nothing more than to ſce things ar the 


pals they now were: notwithſtanding all which he was ſtrange- 


ly aſtoniſh'd ac this news, and the immediate ſight of the object © 
repreſenting to his imagipation at once , what he had only conſi- 
der'd by particulars before, he lecm'd to ſtagger in his reſolution 
whether he ſhould precced any further or no in an Enterprize, 
the laſt Ac whereof could only crown all the reſt, and ſecure him 
for what was already done. He made ( adillac repeat above an 
hundred times in lels thap half an hour , what the Queen, and 
what his Maſter had ſaid , with' what he had himſelf ebſerv'd: 
when ſuddenly, and of himſelf, grown genieroully reſolute in his 
firſt deſign, he commanded Cadillac to return immediately to le 
Pleſfis, and toaſſurc him , thatthe night following, the Archbi- 
ſhop his Son with fifty Light-Horſe ſhould infallibly be ready at 
Montrichart, and that the next day after himſelf would follow with 
the reſt of his party, to receive the Queen , and to ſecure her re- 
treat, ſhould any thing upon the way be attempted againſt her. 


The end of the Seventh Book. 
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whilſt in the mean time her Cabinets were packing up with her 
choiceſt Jewels, where though they could not very well approve 
of the thing, yet had they not however neglected co fix the Lad- 
ders; and Cadillac who had ſet out of Loches by eight of the 
clock that evening, was got betwixt twelve and one , upon the 
Bridge of Blow, to give the laſt blow to the defign. He. was 
here ſtaid by the Count de Brenne's Gentleman of his Horſe , and 
one of the Queens Footmen, who had been to convey the Coach 
out of Town, and who had orders to ſuffer one Currier only to 
paſs, which, though this werethe man intended in thar direction, 
yet would they not permit him to pals upon his own word, bur 
would themſelves go along with him to the Caſtle, though he 
had taken fo exact obſervation before of the' way from withour 
the City, to the Ladders that he (erv'd for a-guide to thoſe, who 
pretended to condu&t him, In the hear therefore of this diligence, 
he was nar long e're he recover'd the firſt Ladder, by which ha- 


' ving mounted the Terraſs, he wentto the ſecond, which from 


the Terraſs lead up to the Queens Cloſet Window, by which ſhe 
was to come out. Being got up to the Window, which he found 
ſhur, he there heard the noiſe the Queens Servants made in their 
Debate ; who were not yet to be perſwaded out of the apprehen- 
ſions they had conteiv'd of her Majeſtics perſon , and ſafety. 
Which firſt fears had becn infinitely augmented , by the recovery 
of the Packet entruſted ro Lorme, and retriv'd by le Biſſon, which 
the Queen had bur that very night, and almoſt ar the ſame inſtanc 


_ receiv'd: by which, though they were ſatisfied the treachery had 


fail'd of its effect, that knowledge was nevertheleſs fo far from 
making them ſecure, that on the contrary it awak'd their jealouſie, 
and'by rendring them more apprehenſive of others which they 
doubted might ſucceed , made them more circumſpect than. be- 
fore: Wherein though the Queen appear'd the leaſt lurpriz'd, yer 


\ did ſhe not think it as yet convenient to diſcover the perſons who 


was to aſhſt herin this eſcape. Whilſt rhey were in this ſuſpenſe, 
Cadillac kiiock'd atthe Window, who brought news that would 
ſarisfic all rheir doubts. The Window was preſently open'd to 
Floze his man (that being the phraſe) who was no{ooner with- 
in the Cabinet, bur thattranſported with joy , to ſee things ſo 
well prepar'd, heithrew himſelf ather Majeſties feet, rdlling her, 
that now all things were in as good a poſture , as her Majeſty 
could her ſelf defire; that Monſieur d' Epernon was at Loches, 
Monſieur de Tholouze at Montrichart , and with them three hun- 
dred Gentlemen ready to ſerve, and atrend her Majeſty, 'whither- 
ſoeyer ſhe ſhould be pleas'd ro go. This was the. t time the 

; Duke - 
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Duke of Epernon had beery mention'd in all. chis Afﬀair , whofke 
name was no ſooner heard by the Queens domeſticks, bur thar ic 
ctear'd them of their former apprehenfions , no one after that SV W 
once offering to oppole their Miltrifles reſolution. They making 
, no doubt; but that a man whoſe wiſdom and power were lo ge- 

nerally known, had taken order for all things neceſſary for the 
Queens, and his own particular ſafety. Here then was a ſudden 
change of faces, 'not a perſon in the Cabinet, who diſcover'd nor 
alacrity and latisfaction in their looks; eſpecially the Queen, who 
without lokng more time, her ſelf gathering up her Gown , that 
ſhe might ac berrer convenience'get out of the Window, gave the The Queen 
Count de Brenne her hand, who wentout before her , her Majeſty © ono”. 
following next, le Pleſſrs the third, and after him all the reſt. The of ver Ca- 
Queen had found ſo much difficulty, and trouble in this firſt de- **©* 
ſcent, that ſhe had no mind to make uſe of the Ladder , to go 
down from the Platform into the ſtreet of the Suburb , chuling 
rather (the earth being mouldred down in many places , by rca- 
ſon the Terraſs was not yet fac'd with ſtone) to ſit upon a Cloak, 
which being leiſurely drawn down, convey'd her to the bottom 7 
with very greateaſc. The reſt, either by the ſame way, or by the 
Ladder {uddenly follow'd, when the Queen being inamediately 
taken by the arms by the Count de Brenne, and le Pleſſis.as they 
were leading her along the Suburbs, they chanc'd to meet ſome of 
her own Officers; who lecing a woman led berwixt tyyo with- 
out a Torch, concluded her to bea Wench 3 which ſhe hearing, 
ſaid laughing to lePleſſi:, They take me for a good one. Yerdid nor 
theſe encounters hinder them from ſuddenly recovering the 
Bridge, where they wcre to take Coach , bur being come where 
they. expected to find it, there was no Coach to be ſeen , nor any 
body left ro tell them-which way 'twas gone. So'rhar here chey 
were in a new diſorder. The Queen knew not what to think of. 
her people, nor le Pleſſis what to imagine of the thing : they be- 
ganto:ſuſpe& one another, and (as ic happens in all dangerous 
occaſions) every one was ſo intent upon their own particular 
concern, that no one had reſcry'd ſo much judgment as to adviſe 
what was beſt to be done. In this general jealouſic, and conſter- 
nation, comes one of- the Queens Footmen,, to guide them to the | 
Coach ; which they had convey'd into alittle blind lane out of the . 
way, thatit might not be taken notice of by ſuch as ſhould have 
occaliontogo overthe Bridge. This fear then being then blown 
over;all-paſt jealoufies and apprehenſions now vaniſh'd, and were 
forgor, The Queen pur her elf into the Coach,with the (ount de 
Brenne, le Pleſfis, and Katherine, the reſt had all Horſes ready to 


mount, 


+$B 
: 
> 
l 
: 
+ 
? 
| 
o 
: 
W-. 
: 
: 
F 


350 


The Hiſtory of the Life of Par x 11. 


—— —— 


Land 


1619. 
WWW 


mount; the Queens Cabinets alſo werayall thrown into che 
Coach, one excepted, which by overſight was left upon the place; 
bur being mils'd, before they had gonetwo hundred paces | was 
ſent back for, and found; and it was worth the labour , having 
in it Jewels, to.the valuc of above an hundred thouſand Crowns: . 
And this was the laſt alarm. They went out of the Subusbs , the 
Torches were lighted, and the Queen held on her Journey to- 
wards «Montrichart , without any further adventure worth re- 
cating. 

Ic hath already been ſaid , that the Archbiſhop of Tholouze - 
had taken with him fifty Gentlemen to advanceas far as Montr:- 
chart, to ſecure that linle Town ; of which party Rucellay was 
one. They had over night poſlels'd themſelves of the Gates , to 
be Maſters of che Bridge, which affords paſlage over the River, 
that almoſt environs the Town; neither were they ordered to 
ſtir trom thence : bur le Fleſſis, tearing the Queen ſhould meer 
any accident, or receive any fright by the way , diſpatch'd again 
Cadillac 19 all diligenceto the Archbiſhop , to give him notice of 
her Majcſties coming;and withal to deſire him to ſend out rwelve, 


'or fifteen Gentlemen to meet her for her further aſſurance.: - 


The Queen ' 
Morcher is 
receiv'd by 
the Dike of 
Eſpernon. 


which was preſently done, and Raucellay would needs command 
the Troop, whilſt the Archbiſhop ſtaid behind co guard the Paſs; 
which, ſhould it have been obſtructed , would infallibly hayc 
overthrown the whole deſign. 

Not long after Rucelay's departure, the Queen arriv'd at Mont-- 
richart, where ſhe was ns I” by the Archbiſhop, and 
whence (ſtaying no longer there, than freſh Horſes could be pur 
into the Harneſs) ſhe continued her Journey towards Loches, 
better attended than hitherto ſhe had been. About a'League on 
this ſidethe City, ſhe was met by the Duke of Efpernon, with a 


hundred and fifty Horſe (what Gentlemen, and what of his own 


Guards) he having diſmiſs'd moſt of the Gentry, as nor neceſſary 


' upon this occaſion, At this meeting the Queen deliver'd the moſt 


paſſionate expreſſions of Obligation,together with the largeſt pro- 
miles of a grateful return, a Princeſs of her condition could poſ- 
fibly-make to a Servant who had ſo highly merited from her, 
which the Duke having recciv'd with all becoming reſpe& , he 


" Was by the Queen commanded to come into the Coach ; where 


being ſeated, ſhe began to tell him of Lorme's'treachery, of which 
till this inſtant he knew -nothing ; procceding to acquaint/ him 
with greater liberty, than by Letter before ſhe'durſt do, with her 
deſigns; naming to him the perſons ſhe conceiy'd ſhe had won 
over tO her party, and giving bim hopes of ſcyefal things which 

not- 
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notwithſtanding ſucceeded not according ro her expe&ta- 

tion. 

The Queens eſcape had been carried with that ſecreſie, that not 
a ſoul in the Caſtle had perceivd it; ſo that ic was far in the 
morning, when the domeſticks appointed for the Service of: her 
Majeſties perſon(ſeeing themlelves not call'd co their ordinary em- 
ploymenrs, and not knowing what to think of ſo profound a 
ſleep) reſoly'd to venture into the Queens Chamber : Where 'be- 
ing enter'd, and not ſceing the Queen, they look'd for Katherine, 
. who likewiſe was no where to be found. Every one therefore be- 
ing amaz'd at ſo ſtrange a Solitude, they ſought, and call'd, bur all 
in vain: neither could they imagine which way they could be 
gone; the Ladders, by which the Queen had gone down, having 


| been thrown into the River, the better to conceal the manner of 


her eſcape. Art laſt having been ſomerime in ſuſpenſe , they had 
ſore news of the Queens motion, which begot a new aſtoniſh- 
ment amongſt them , though proceeding from ſeveral motives. 
The moſt faichful and affetionate were glad ſhe had recover'd her 
liberty, whereas thoſe who had been corrupted by the Favourite 


(which were very many) fearing on the one fide they ſhould ſtand = 


ſuſpe&ed ar Court, to have been aſlifting to the Queen in her de- 
ſign, and on the other, leſt her Majeſty (well inform'd of their in» 
fidelity) ſhould punish theng according to their deſert, knew not 
which way to turn, nor what to do. Whilſt chey were in this 
confuſion, her Majeſty writ to the Marquiſe de Guercheville her 


Lady of Honour, tolether and thereſt of her women know of 


her arrival at Loches, where ſhe would ſtay ewo days to expect 
them, and where both they, and her other Servants, who had a 
mind to come to her ſhould be welcome, excepting five and forty, 
or fifty which (as 2 20a ro her) ſhe gave order ſhould be turn'd 


away ; Withal thatſuch ascould not come time enough to Lo» 


ches, might find her at Angouleſme, whither ſhe was delign'd to 


0. 
, The Queen no ſooner ſaw her ſelf at full liberty , but that ſhe 
began to meditate of the means.to defend her ſelf from the Fa- 
yourite's perſecution, which in all probability was likely to'be vio- 
Jentenough ; as alſoto give the Duke the beſt colour ſhe could 
co juſtifie what he had done. To this purpoſe therefore 'ſhe' deli- 
ver'd him the original of the Letter the King had ſent her under 
| his own hand ;, whereby ſhe was permitted to go whither $he 


The Queen 
Mother ar- 
rives at * 


Leockes, 


? The Qreen 


begins ro 
fall co her 
buſineſs, and 


in che firtt 


would, into any partof the Kingdom : Which Letter shealſo ac- place en- 


companicd with another from her ſelf ro the Duke-, a few days 
antidatcd, and after the time of his arriyal at Confolans ; w_ 
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deavours tg 
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She entreated his affiſtance in the proſecution of her deſign. By 
which means the Duke was clear'd of the imputation the Court 
laid to his charge, that he had taken away the Queen by force, and ' 


.againft her will ; which had been a crime as well towards the Mo- 


ther, as the Son. The two Letters were thele. 


' The King's Letter to the Queen under his own hand, 


Madam, | | 

* Having underſtood you have an intention to viſit ſome Religious pla- . 

© ces, I am finitely ſatisfied with the news, and ſhall be much more, if 
* for the future you would reſelve to ftir, and travel more abroad, than 
* hitherto you have done ; as I conceive it may conduce much to your 
* health, Which i exceeding dear unto me, If my Afairs would per- 
* mit, 1 would With all my heart accompany you in my own perſon, as [ 
** ſhall do with my Letters to the places Where yougo ; to the end you-may 
© be receiv'd, reſpeFted, and honour'd equally to my ſelf, who am, more 
&* chan can be expreſs'd, 
| Madam, 


From Paris this laſt Your moſt bumble,and obedient Son 


of Oftober 1618. 
| Lovis. 


The Queen Mothers Letter to the Duke of Eſpernon ,- deliver'd 
to him with the former. 


_ Conſin, 

* 1tand oblig'd torepreſent to the King my Son , the general Di/- 
© contents of his people at the ill management of bis Affairs , and the 
* troubles, which by reaſon of his Nobilities being abſent from him, I 
* apprehend will enſue, to the prejldice of his Crown and Kingdom. 4 
< duty, which as all good men inform me it is particularly mine, I reſolve 
© to perform, though I were certain to loſe thereby that little remains to 
* me both of liberty, and life. Both which you may ſecure by permit- 


I ting me 10 this effet to retire my ſelf firſt to Loches , and then to - 


* Angouleſme, and by «fiſting me in my Way with, your company, and 
<< advice : Wherein if neither the neceſſity, nor the juſtice of my inten- 
" tions can prevail upon you, yet the reading this inclojed from the 
© King my Son ought todeit : by Which you will ſee be permits me to 
* to travel whither I think fit , expreſſing a deſire that his Subjefis 
&* ſhould, in all places where 1 go, pay me all bonour, and reſpe& equal to 
bis on perſon: though I intend to make no other uſe of it, than what 


4: ſhall 
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&« ſpall be conſiſtent with the good of his own Service. Which, being per- 
* form'd, I do promiſe, and proteſt anto you, that when his own good na- 
« ture ſhall be as free, as my word is now, be bimjelf ſhall thank you for 
* the aſſiſtance you have given me in an occaſion ſo important to hymy and 
« his en particular Affairs. The ret I will commit to the fidelity of this 
&« bearer, that is, as to the time and manner of my removal, wherein 1 
&« conjure you not to fail : without nevertheleſs enjoyning you, either ſe- 
& crefie, or care, Which your own wiſdom will inform you to be very re- 
« quiſite : Only I ſhall tell you, that by this you will eternally oblige me 
& to yok and yours. 90 praying God to inſpire you with this good delibe- 
« ration, and to give you all the ſatis} aftion 1 deſire. I reft, 


From Blois the 14. of |  Yourvery good Couſin, 
February, 1619. | | ;. 


T his Letter of Rucellay's ſtyle (who now (although a ſtranger) 
undertook nevertheleſs to ſerve the Queen in the nature of a Se- 
cretary )being diſpatch'd,it was neceſſary they should think alſo of 
writing to the King, to give his Majeſty notice of the Queens 
remoyal, and of the deſign she had to retire herſelf ro Angovleſme : 


In which Letter she repreſented, *f The ill uſage she had forſome Thc yuzen 


© time ſuffer'd at Blois, doubtleſs withour his Majefties intention ; 


Mothers 
I Lecrer to 


* but chrough the ſole Tyranny of ſome about his perſon , who ing. 


*excrcis'd no leſs Authority over his Majeſties own Royal diſpo. 
«ſition; whoſe inſolence, and cruelty deſcending from: her upon 
« moſt of the great men of the Nation, she had very great rcalon 
© to fear, that ſo many men of quality being diſcontented , and 
© thoſe diſcontents concurring withthe difſatisfaQion of the peo- 
* ple, opprels'd by all ſorts of violence, would, in the end, be the 


© ruine of his Kingdom. That theretore $he had put her lelf into . 


« liberty, that she might at greater convenience repreſent to his 
<« Majeſty matters of ſo high importanceto him, and his Aﬀairs; 
<« and had choſento retire her ſelt into the Duke of Eſpernon's Go» 
« yernments, by ſo much the rather , by how much his fidelity, 
* and good affe&tion to the Crown, had never luffer'd the leaft 
< diſpute : That the late King her Lord , and Husband, out of 
© the teſtimonies he had recciv'd of his Vertue, and [ntegrity,had, 
* but a few days before his death, advis'd her to zepole her confi 
*dencein him, above all other great Miniſters of the Kingdom, 
*© and that therefore she conceived she could noterce infollowing 
© the adviceof ſo mighty a Prince, and in commircing her {elt co 
*rhe conduct of-ſo faichful a Servanc, 


bt 


\ 
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tin The King had no ſooner receiv'd this Letter , bur that the Fa- 

1619. vourites began to ſtudy an an{wer ; which, though it were in 

LY) ſhew reſpeive enough to the Queen, was yet full of threats-to- 

orb 5* wards the Duke. Wherein after his Majeſty had'exprefs'd to the 

r'e Queen Queen his aſtoniſhment at the violence the Duke of Eſpernon had 

Morlier-  cornmitted upon her-perſon , he -went on with great heat to de- 

clare: ** That of all others he could never have ſaſpefted an of- 

<« fenſe of thar nature, believing there had not been that man in 

*the world, who, in a profound and inviolate peace, had had the 

<;jmpudence (which were 'the expreſs terms ot the Letter) nor 

** only to execute,bur even to meditate a reſolution to attempt up- 

« on the liberty of ' the Mother of his King. From whence his 

{© Majeſty proceeding to menaces of the moſt ſevere, and exempla- 

*ry puniſhment, he in the end juſtified thoſe about his perſon 

* from theill uſage whereot ſhe complain d ; as having been done 

© by his own order, and that with as much favour and reſpe&t as 

© any Son of a much inferiour Birth , could- pay to a' Mother : 

&* geclaring withal, that he was relolv'd to take' Arms, thereby to 

<* puthcr in full poſſefſion of that liberty , her enemies had taken 

«from her ; and to cauſc the honour, and reſpect to be paid her 

© which was duc to her perſon. The reft was conmitred ro the 

The Count Count de Bethune, who was ſent away with this diſpatch, and 

4+ gunyred who was to re{1de with the Queen to treat with her about an Ac- 

Queentro commodation, a T reaty his Majelty immediately ſet on foot,not 

+2142 thinking it fit, till that way had firſt been try'd , to commence a 

; War, wherein the Queen his Mother would be head of the ad- 
verſe party : A reſpe&rthatdid not long continue. 

Whilſt Bethune with'this Commiſſion took the way to Angou- 

leſme, the Queen Mother, who departed fiom Loches che ſame day 

The Qeen that ſheſent her Letrer to Court, was there arriv'd. It was upon 

"War.  thefirſtof March, 1619. that fhe enter'd the City; where ſhe was 

no ſooner come, but that ſhe diſpatch'd away to all parts , to dil- 

poſc thoſe who had promis'd to engage in her quarrel, to declare 

now in her favour. Moſt of the Grandes of the Kingdom were 

atthis time retir'd from Court , and almoſt all diflatisfied with 

the preſent Government , yer whether it were (as I have ſaid) thar 

ſeeing the Duke of Eſpernon had already fo engrols'd the entire” 

honour ef the Action, they could not in reaſon expe to ſhare 

with him, who had aloneexecuted the moſt glorious, and dan 

kan dna gerous part of rhedeſign ; orthat they had been taken off by the 

whereof Favourites promiſes (who in this junture had nor negledted to 

fall uron preventthe cffc& of their diſcontents) however ic was, they were 


the Duke of : . | | 
Eſjernn. glad to do their own work at the Duke's expenſe, and as they had 


had 
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had no hand in the ation, would not in the leaſt appear in the Anns 
Queens behalf. | | 1619. 
T he Duke of Eſpernon therefore, with ſuch Friends , and Ser- «VWY 
vants as he had, muſtalone ſtand the brunt of the Royal Arms, 
and undergo the utmoſt effect of his Majeſties indignation. The 
. Queen 'tistrue granted out ſeveral Commiſſions , and disburft 
ſome money, not conſiderable, for Leavies ; all which, though ic 
ſignified little ro the work, yer had ſhe betwixt five and fix thou- 
ſand foot, . and betwixt eight and nine hundred Horſe, that were 
rais'd in the Duke's Gavernments by his own intereſt. He had 
from the beginning of the Queens Regency made proviſion of 
Arms for ten thouſand Foot, and fix hundred: Horſe , which 
were now taken out, and of ſo great uſe, that could the Friends 
he had in Guienne have aſſiſted him according to their affections, 
he had upon his own accompr rais'd a very conſiderable Army”: 
But the Duke of Majenne, who was Governour of that Pro- 
vince, having in this occaſion been prepoſleſs'd by the Favourite, 
(by whom the command of the Army that was to go againſt the 
Queen, was confecrr'd upon him) it was not likely he ſhould fuf- 
fer thoſe Trqops co go out of his Government , which were ro 
be employ'd againſt him ; yer did not the Duke fail however of a 
very conſiderable ſuccour from thence; ſo great an affeftion, and 
eſteem they had for him in that Countrey : the Marquis de Mont- 
ferrant, and Foncaude Brothers, the Count de Calonges , and ſome 
other Gentlemen of quality, all conſiderations laid apart, expo- 
ſing themlelves freely co che- perſecutions of the Court , and thie 
diſpleaſure of a powerful Governour, to pay that duty they ow'd, 
and had ſworn to the Duke of Eſpernon, though having opportu- 
nity todraw away their men by Files only , and that with great 
difficulty and danger, they could not ſerve him fo cftecually as 
they defird. A 
If the Queen found her ſelf chus weak in the place where ſhe was 
in perſon, her party was in no better a candition in other parts of _ 
the Kingdom. The Duke of Bojillon himſelf, of whom the Mar- 
uis de la /alette thought himſelf ſecure, refufing ſo much, as to 
declare for the Queen , who having long expeRed what the firſt 
ſucceſs of Arms , and the iſſue of the \Queens Declarations 
would be, and ſecing neither the one, nor the other (which no- 
velry- often renders vigorous, and conſiderable) bad produc'd any 
fignal effe&; he was content to fit neuter and to attend the event : 
by whoſe example, ſome other perſons of condition, who had cn- 
gag'd to take Arms in Champagne, Picardie, and the neighbouring 
Provinces, and that had been made to believe che Duke of 
AS 5 . Bouillon 
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The Favou- 
rites power- 
fully arm 
themſelves. 


Boiillon would head them , refus'd likewiſe to ſtir , all the moſt 
zealous, and affeRionate to the Queens Service could do, being to 
come in in their own perſons, which ſignified no great matter. Of 
which number were the Marquis de 'Mony, Breaute, Bourbonne, 
Be thancourt, and ſomeothers. The Marquis de Themines came in 
a\ſo of another fide, though the Mareſchal his Father was on the 
contrary party 3 but it wasonly to command the Queens Guards, 
of which he was Captain ; ſothar in effe& the whole weight of 
the buſineſs lay ſtill upon the Duke of Eſpernon. 

The Favourites were in a far better condition , who after they 
had on all fides prepofleſs'd the minds of the great ones, and 
pervertcd the inclinations they might.have had in favour of the 
Queen Mother, had powerfully arm'd themſelves, rather indeed 
againſt the Duke than her. The Duke of Mayenxe was in the 
head of ten thouſand Foot, and twelve hundred Horſe. (for the 
moſt part, old Souldiers ) ready to enter into Angoumvis. The 
Count de Schomberg, the Kings Lieutenant under the Duke in Li- 
mouſin, had receiv'd order to make Leavies , to impede thoſe the 


| Duke was making in that Countrey ;, which having done , he 


* A fire En- 
gine coyer'd 
with Les d 
ther like un. 
co, bue 
much big- 
gerthana 


The Duke” 


of Mayenne 
enters with 
his Army 
into Angon- 
PMs. 


ſoon employ'd themin an Enterprize of greater noiſe, than mo- 

ment, though very diſadvantageousto the Queens Intereſt, The | 
Abbey d' Yzerche in Limouſin ſtood for the Queen, where ſome of 
her party had fortified themlelves; and the (Count de Schombery 
ſare down before it, whereof the Duke of Epernon having intel- 
ligence, he went in all haſte to relieve them. His diligence herein 
was notwithſtanding fruitleſs, for the playing of a * Salfiſſe ha- 
ving put them out of all poſfible defenſe, they were forc'd to ſur- 
render before he came. Neither was the place any thing conſide- 
rable,though, in the beginning of a War the firſt ſucceſſes being of 
great importance, the Duke would willingly have prevented this 
diſaſter ; which, ſccing he could not come time enough to do, he 
ſet himſelf co repair that lictle loſs, by ſome fignal advantage , he 
might with great facilicy have obtain'd over the Count, when he 
recciy'd intelligence from the Queen , of the Duke of Mayenne's 
being entred with his Army into Angoumoss, Which Army,though 
It was indeed a good one, and the coming of it very well fore- 
ſeen; yetits greatneſs being made more Ermidable by report, ic 
is not var rh to what a degreethe Queen , and tholc abour her 
were terrified with its approach. The Duke had taken along with 


him for this expedition of Limouſin but very few Forces ; bur 
the life and ſoul of the Queens party conſiſting in his perſon, and 
experience, her Majeſty diſpatch'd away to him Poſt after Poſt, 
with ſo much importunity, that he was in the end conſtrain'd to 


quit 
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quit all his deligns in Limouſin , to return back to Angou- Anno 
leſme. * | | 2 16i65. 
Beforethe Duke s return, the Archbiſhop of Thelouze, his Son, Poke of 

who had ftaid behind to command thoſe Forces , had been left 
with the Queen, having intelligence of the Duke of Mayenne's 
motion towards Cognac , was jealous he might attempt ſome- 
thing upon that lictle Town, the ſituation whereof rendred it 
very conſiderable, there being a ſtone Bridge over the River Cha- 
rente : though otherwiſe very weak in itſelt, and withour any for- 
rification ac all, All which notwithſtanding the Archbiſhop, with 
twothouſand men , went, and put himlelf into it with a reſo- 
lution cither to preſerve it, ordye. So that the Duke of May- 
enne advancing to view it, was entertain'd with ſo brisk a charge, 
that he had no hope of doing any good upon men ſo well pre- 
par'd fortheir defenſe. Not therefore to waſte time to no pur- 
pole, he went on, and took up his quarters at (haFeu-Neuf with- 
inthree Leagues 'of Angouleſme ; where the Duke of Eſpernon be- 
ing now return'd, preſented himſelf, and his Forces , to oppoſe 
him; ſo diſpoſing them into places of moſt advantage, that the 
Duke of Mayenne could make no further progreſs into the Coun- 
trey : He made indeed ſomelight Skirmiſhes, but ſuch as won no 
' great reputation to the one fide, or the other, whilſt the Peace was 
in Treating by the Count de Bethune. | 

It was doubtleſs by no ordinary condu&t, that the Duke of 
Ejpernon, with ſo few Forces as he had about him kept ſo confide- 
rable an Army as the King's in play , and to manage the ſeveral 
ſorts of people he had with him, with chat dextericy as to keep 
' them from Mutiny, and Diſorder: Such as have becnengag'din 
partics where the Royal Name has been oppos'd againſt them, and 
who have commanded men, who have had no. leſs to apprehend 
from the Sword of Juſtice, than from thoſe of the Enemy, will 
eaſily conceive, the Duke had never greater uſe of his Prudence, 
and Valour, than upon this occaſion ; it being certain , that had 
his Authority ſuſſer'd by.the leaſt accident of that kind, he had in- 
fallibly been deſerted by the greateſt part, and conſequently ex- 
pos'd to his enemies diſcretion. | 

If the King's Forces were thus powerful in Angoumois againſt The Duke 
the Duke, they were every whit as conſiderable in the .Meſdin f Newrs þ 
Countrey, againſt the Marquis de la Yalette. The Duke of Nevers S—_ JO 
had there an Army , nothing inferiour to that of the Duke of gait the 
Mayenne ; to which outward Force he had alſo added ſecret pra- jjp91 © 
Rices within the City, and the Inhabitants whoſe affetions Urs. 
were warp d with the AD neof the Duke's Family (which cvery 
one 
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Anno one belicy'd to be ſodepreſs'd, as never to riſe again) were not - 
1619. the leaſtpart of the enemies power. In which extremity (which 
4NTV could bardly be greater) the Marquis de la /alette having reinforc'd 
quis. de/a his Garriſon, which was faithful co him, with ſome Leavies that 
Fa'ited!- came to him out of Lorraine (where he found very good Friends ) 
fends Metz, , 
he ſo ſecur'd the place, that the Duke of Nevers from that time 
forwards loſt all hopes of doing any good upon ic, 
It is not to be bclicy'd what good effefts the conſervation of 
And by th:e Metz, by pevignney and bravery of the Marquis dela Yalette, 
rage rs produc'd to the advantage of the Queen Mothers Aﬀairs,, which 
Parts © wasno ſooner perceiv'd itnpoſſiblero be taken from the Duke, bur 
| that they began to think ir unſafe tourge him to the laſt neceſſity, 
Ieſt an extreme delpair might prompt him to deſperate reſoluti- 
The Peace Ons ; ſo that the Court began now to be more facile, and flexible 
concluded. tg the concluſion of a Peace, the reſolution. whereof had hither- 
to been lo highly debated, and in ſo great ſuſpenſe, 
The Treaty of this Peace receiv'd, it may be imagin'd, many 
difficulties, and delays, when the Count de Bethune, having open'd 
che firſt propoſals in the beginning of March, things were not 
fully concluded at the end of May. He had with his Commiſſion 
recciy'd expreſs inſtruftions, by all means it poſſible to perſwade 
the Queen Mother to exclude the Duke of Eſpernon from the Ar 
ticles of that Accommodation, with power, that being granted,to 
promile her all the ſatisfaion ſhe could her ſelf defire ; wherein 
' The Qceen 1 have often heard the Duke highly commend not only the 
Mothers ge- Queens conſtancy, who would never hearken to that propofiti- 
mere: On, butthe Count de Bethune's generoſity alſo, who being him- 
viothe ſelf amanof great worth, and honour , could neyer countenance 
a % B*- ſo unhandſome an advice. But what one of the King's Miniſters, 
Wm commanded, and authoriz'd by him , and importun'd by the 
Duke's enemies, was aſham'd to inſiſt upon , was nevertheleſs 
with great cagerneſs purlu'd by a perſon he had very highly ob- 
lig'd. Itis of Racellay I pcak, who ambitious, and puftup with 
a vain opinion of himſelf , andthe Services he had perform'd for 
the Queen, was impatient, that any one ſhould rival him inthe 
ueens favour, or take the freedom to oppole his Counſels : And 
it will be imagin'd by ſuch as have conſider'd the former paſſages 
of the Duke's life, he was not of an humour to be juſtled, either 
in the one, or the other by a man upon all accompts fo inferiour 
to him. This diſparity therefore both in their perſons , and judg- 
ments, which at firlt begot a coldnels only in the Duke (who 
was very unwilling (having lov'd, and eſteem'd Rucellay ata very 
particular rate) to withdraw bis friendſhip totally from him) pro- 
| cecded 
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ceeded ar laſt (as it commonly falls out in- ſuch caſes) ro a final 
and abſolute rupture berwixt them, It was atthis time, and'upon 
this occaſion, that I withdrew my ſelf from Rucellay. Le Plejſrs, 
thereunto mov'd by the old affe&tion he had born my Farher, had 
taken me from my ftudies, ro place me withthis man, in hopes 
that one time or another I might by his favour be introduc'd 
intothe Queens Family , bur finding chat after this breach' I was 
become ſuſpe&ted co him, and that he look'd upon me, as one of 
the Duke's creatures, for having only been born in his Govern- 
ment, and recommended to him by one of his domeſticks , 1 ac» 
quainted le Pleſſis with my diſcontenc; atid-the defire I had ro 
withdraw my {elf from his Service; who 'approving my reſolu- 
tion, and ſpeaking of me tothe Duke , he was thereupon pleas'd 
to receive me into his dependence, from whom 1 never after par- 
tedrill his death z nothing bur that incvitable neceſbty having the 
power to ſeparate me from him, which was not however till af- 
ter three and twenty years, without intermiſſion, I had the honout 
tolive in his Service. I ſhall therefore henceforward be able to 
ſpeak more regularly, than hitherto i have done, of the Duke, and 
his Aﬀairs, as having been an cye-witnels of the reſt; though 1 can 
almoſt with the ſame certainty aver the truth of what | havealrea- 


* Anno © 
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| dydeliver'd, the teſtimony of fo many famous Authors, and . 


what I receiv'd from perſons of great repute , now living , who 
have been aſſiſting to me in+this undertaking, having no leſs au- 
| thority with me, than whar I haveſcen with my owneyes, and 
| colle&ted our of my own obſcruation, 

The Duke was inform'd by che Queen Mother her (clf of the 
importunity wherewith Racellay had pre($'d her to ſeize upon the 
Caftle of Angouleſme, demonſtrating to her atthe ſame time with 
how greatfacility ic might be effeted. Her Majeſty went ſome- 
times to walk inthe Park belonging to the Caſtle, where being ad- 
mitted, as ſhe ever was, without the leaſt ſcruple, or diſtruſt, ſhe 
might, he ſaid, without the leaſt oppoſition, thruſt out the Baron 
& -inton, the Duke's Nephew, and under his Authority Gover- 
nour of the place; which being done, ſhe would, herold her, be 
Miftriſs of the Duke's Fortune ; whereas one might now (with 
much more reaſon, than ar Blow) declare her a Prifoner, being as 
ſhe was at the diſcretion of her Vaſlal : Endeavouring moreover 
to render the Duke odious to her , by making his free humour, 
and ſome complaints (che non-performance ot ſome things, had 
been promis'd by the Queen, had perhaps extorted from him) ap- 


pear like affronts, and indignities to her Perſon , and Honour. 


But the Queen (as has been ſaid) nobly reje&ing ſq unhandlome a 


prio- 
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Anno . propoſition, her ſelf gave the firſt intimation of-ic.t9 the Duke , 
1619. who incens'd, as he had juſt cauſe, at a praQtice ſo foul'>-and an 

WY advice lo pernicious to his Afairs, from that time forwards for- 
bore any more, cither to ſpeak to, or to treat with Rucellay;though 
he could by no means conſent bis Servants , and particularly 
Mar ſillac the Captain of his Guard, ſhould revenge the injury by 
any outrage upon Racelfay's perſon, which he abſolutely, and ex- 
preſly forbad, as ro my knowledge it was high time. | 

The Biſhop In the heat of thele diſorders inthe Queens Court, and in the 

of Luce greateſt difficulty of Aﬀairs , the Biſhop of Lugon, afterwards 

nal de #iche. Cardinal Richelieu, came to Angouleſme ; neither could he poſſibly 

liexcomesto haye arriv'd ina better time for himſelf : The Queen Mother was 

6 ATR Rn grown weary of Ragellay's violent Counſels, and was moreover 
diſſatisfied with ſome undecent liberties he had taken in her -pre- 
ſence, to which the Duke of Eſpernon was alſo highly animated 
apainſt him,  deliring nothing more, than his remoyal, or ar leaft 
ſome notable diſgrace, and to all this the Treaty of Accommoda- 
tion was then upon the point to be concluded, fo that.the Biſhop 
of Lugon coming at {o opportune a ſeaſon, could nar fail of 
thanks on all ſides, both from che King , and Queen, how little 
ſoever he contributed to the work , and in the mean time of be- 
ing infallibly well recciv'd at the Queen Mothers Courr.Which in 
my opinion was a pretty criticiſme in his good fortune, and from 
\K 6 he,in the revolution of time,deriv'd all thoſe other advan- 
rages, that preterr'd him ar laft to that beight of greatvels, ro which 
he afterwards arriv'd. Ar his coming he firſt alighted ar the 
Duke's lodgings, proteſting he would nor enter the City, till he 
were firlt ſatisfied, whether, or no, it ſtood with his good liking ; 
and afterwards cntreating he would pleaſe to give him leave to 
make his firſt Addreſſes to the Queen in his Company. He was 
by the Duke (for | my ſelf was preſent at their meeting) receiv'd 
with the greatelt freedom, and friendſhip, he could poſhbly expect 
or delire; and ſoon after they went together ro the Queens 
Loogings, where her Majeſty was at that time perſwaded by the 
Duketo give him her Seal, which 'cill then ſhe had entruſted to 
none, and to admit him the firit in her Council , which accords 
ingly was the next day perform'd. 55 

The reaſon = (Rucellay nettled to the quick, thata new comer ſhould in one 


dt-rrogpdy day be poſſeſs'd of what he could notby ſo many fignal Services 


oy 4-g'%- obtain, and impatient, that he at lo great caſe ſhould reap the 
C/ W480. 


fruits of all his care and pains, from that time forwards began to 

think of retiring himielf from the Queens Court, to go put him- 

ſelf into the King's. Yet was it not without highly complaining 
Oo 
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of the ill uſage he had receiv'd ; nor perhaps without repenting 
his carria ards the Duke, who had been his very good friend, 
ſo longs he behay'd himſelf civilly ro him. A refolution thar be- 
ing known-t6 the Quren (however her ſelf at that time in greac 
diſtreſs for mony ) ſhe ſcnt to- preſent him with thirty thouſand 
Crowns, as an acknowledgement of the pains he had taken in 
her behalf; though he ſeeming to be more offended at that than 
all che reſt, that the Queen ſhould think any one could (ct a price 
upon his Services, ſcornfully refus'd it, and went to put himſelf 
into the Duke de Laines his protection ; where he was by that 
Fayourite at firſt receiv'd with great civility and relpeR, and af- 


terwards into a very\eminent degree of favour, and truſt, both as 


to private, and publick Aﬀairs. The Marquis de Mony, 'Rucellay's 
intimate friend , had ſome days before precfded him in this de- 
feQtion ; the occaſion of whole diſcontent was , that he-had nor 
obtain'd the Government of Angers, which had been granted to 
the Biſhop of Lagon, for his Brother Richeliew Camp-Maſter to 
- the Regiment of Piedmont, at the Duke's Recommendation, who 
was as ſolicitous of all the intereſts of that Family® as his own. 
The departure of theſe two Gentlemen , both of them-of ſo 
great conſideration in the Queen Mother's Court, ſoon begor 
very great diſorders there ; which {as his profeſſion more exposd 
him to his enemies revenge, than that of the Biſhop his Brother 
did him) fell wholly art laſt upon Richelieu. The Marquis de The- 
mines , 4 very intimate friend of Kucellay's (though as ill ſarisfied 
as the reſt) could not however leave the Queens Court, as bein 
ty'd there by the obligation of his Command : A confideration 


Several di- 


orders in 
che Queen 
Motbers 


Court, 


that forcing him to continue there, he would nevertheleſs ler his 


abſent friend ſce, how much he intereſted himſelf in his diſgrace, 
by quarrelling with thoſc he conceiv'd had moſt contributed to 
it: Wherein his malice muſt of neceſſity be dire&ted againſt the 
Biſhop of Lucoz, and thoſe of his party. Neither did the exceſ- 
ſive favours they all receiv'd from the Queen,a little add to the jea- 
louſie, and envy of her other Domeſticks, and Servants, they ha- 
ving alone obtain'd all the Governments of Anjou, granted to the 


Queen in this Accommodation; neither indeed was any thing 


ranted, but to them, or at their requeſt, who alone abſolute! 

diſposd of all Aﬀairs. Themines theretore, having reſolv'd totake 
upon himſelf the revenge of all the reſt , rook. occaſion to require 
an explanation from Richeliex of ſome things , of very lietle mo- 
ment, which inthe heat of the Debate (as it commonly falls 
. out) grew atlaſt toan abſolute quarrel berwixt them: Wherein 
having ſeveral times been prevented from fighting , ſometimes BY 
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the Marquis de Themines mounted upon a little pad Nag mer R;- 
chelieu in the open ſtreet ; whereupon alighting from his Horſe, 
they talked together, bur not long before their Swords were out ; 
when the Marquis ſtooping to get under Richeliex's Sword, which 
was longer than his, receiv'd a thruſt , which running all alon 
his back, rip'd up the skin only; whilſt at the ſame time he 
ran Richelies quite through che heart , who fell ſtone dead upon 
the place , without being able to utter one word. | hapned 
(amongſt ſome others) accidentally to be a ſpe&ator of this Duel : 
by which unfortunace thruſt, how many fucure Offices and 
Commands were made vacant ? and what might not this unhap- 
py man have pretended to, and expeRted from'the infinite power 
of a Brother, ſo afe&ionate to him, had he liv'd to ſec him in 
that height of greatneſs ro which he afterwards arriv'd ? 

Some days before this accident the Peace had been concluded 
to both their Majcſties mutual ſatisfation ; wherein the Queen 
(as has been (aid) had granted to her the Government of Anjou, 
with the Caſtles of Angers, Chinon, Pont de (e, with the other 
places of that Province, being promis'd withal that ſhe ſhould 
ſee the King (as ſhedid) and from his Majeſties own mouth be 
aflur'd, that when ever ſhe pleas'd , ſhe might go co Court. As 
for the Duke of Eſpernon, after having receiv'd a ratification from 
the Queen of thole Services he had done for her , he at laſt ſued 
out his Pardon from the King, the only Pardon he ever ſtood in 
needof in all bis life ; as having never(excepring here in the Queen 
Mothers quarrel) had a hand in any commotion whatſocver.Both 
he and the Marquis his Son were reſtor'd to all their Eſtates, Of- 
fices, and Honours, in the ſame condition they were before the 


War, onething only excepted which he could by no means ob- 


tain, and that was the Cittadel of Xaintes ; which, that it mighr 
not be put into an enemies hand, he was forc'd to conſent it 
ſhould bedemolifh'd. 

During the time of this Treaty , the Council had generally 
been held inthe Duke's Lodgings, where the Biſhop of Lugo. 
was ever very diligent : he came continually to the Duke's Table, 
waiting very often in the Parlour, and in his Bed-Chamber , his 
vacancies, and leiſute, an aſfiduity, and reſpe that promis'd for 
the future, an inviolate love and friendſhip; the Duke alſo on 
his part was infinitely obliging to him, eſpouſing all his Intereſts, 


and declaring himſelf upon all occaſions, highly partial, and af- 


feftionate to him : notwithſtanding all which, we ſhall in time 
lee loftrangean alteration in them both, and ſo antartick to thole 
good 
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good diſpoſitions berwixt them,as will ſufficiently inform us, how Anno | 
liccle dependencethere is upon the humours of, men , when an in. 161g. 
conſiderate paſſion, a little intereſt, or (which is more light than Vo 
either),a meer jealoulie, has power in a moment to overthrow the 
oreateſt and moſt inviolate friendſhip. | 
... Whilſt chis Treaty was in agitation, there hapned yet another 
untoward accident, though no great matter was made of it, and 
that -was this. A little before the concluhon of the Treaty , .a * <v"(pirz- . 
Powder-maker of Limouſin came, and made an offer of his per- oe Queen 
ſon; to ſuch, as he very well knew,were enemies. both to the Morher at 
Queen, and the Duke of Eſpernon, undertaking to infinuate him., + EA 
ſelf into the Caſtle of, Angoulefme , and to fire the Powderin the | 
Magazine; the quantity whereof was ſo great, as muſt infallibly |. 
' have blown up the whole Town, with'the Caſtle, and, have rc; 
duc'd them bothto aſhes :, Which fellow , though taken in the 
manner, and upon the point to execute his curſed determination, 
had nevertheleſs no greater-puniſhment for his crime , than bare 
impriſonment, and that of afew days only, the Queen, it ſhould - 
ſeem, deſiring no other ſatisfaRtion, than that of having eſcap'd 
che danger, nor permitting he ſhould ſo much as be pur co che 
X Queſtion, that ſhe might nor be oblig'd to an animolity againſt ,*'*: 's he 
thoſe who had cither ſuggeſted to him the thought, or encourag'd 
him in the execution.of ſo damnable a deſign: So that the Trea- 
ty receiv'd no. interruption by this praRtice, Bethune by his dexte- 
rity, and prudence, bringing itin the endto a happy concluſion. 
All things therefore being reſolv'd upon, the King (deſiring that 
thoſe aſſurances, had been given tg,the Queen his Mother by his 
Agent; .ſhould be further confirm'd to, her by ſome; perſon of | 
eminent condition and AChorRy, ſent to her on; his behalf) dil- 
patch'd away the Cardinal de la Rochefoucault , whom he. knew to 
be a man of great conduR, and exceedingly acceptable to her. 

The Duke, beginning from this time bs to live afcer the 
rateof a man reconcil'd co his Prince, would do all the Honour 
he could to his Miniſters ; and therefore treated the Cardinal, and 
Bethune with a magnificence that taſted nothing of the incomme@- 
dities'of the late War : The Duke qe Luines allo deſirous to re- 
gain the Queens favour, and to ſatisfic her that he iarcnded for The Queen 
the future really ro become her Servant, ſent to her Brantes his Mother 
younger Brother, and ſince Duke of Luxembourg , to aſſure her _— 
thereof ; by whom he alſo ſent very civil, and obliging Letters to from Cozrr. 
the Duke of Epernon.: to which the Marriage that was celebrated A"0ns 
at this time betwixt the Prince of Piedmont lince Duke of Savoy, E/p:rmy 
and Madam Chriftina of France, having given this Prince, roge- | 
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ther with Prince Thomas his Brother, accaſion allo ro come pay 
their reſpe&ts to the Queen ; her Court ſeem'd, in thar lictle place, 
little inferiour to theKings at Paris. The change of her fortune invi- 
ted moreover every day new Seryants over to her, every one now 
appearing as zealous to obtain her favour, as they had before been 

ic, and cold in mag her incereſt , and engaging in her 
quarrel. Upon which occalion the Duke of Eſpernon, though ve- 

much incommodated with the expenſe of this War (maintain'd 
almoſt throughout ar his coſt, and by his intereſt ) endeayour'd 
nevertheleſs all he could to curn the belt ſide outward, pouring 
out himſelf in ſo many magnificences, as perhaps he never had, 
in his moſt flouriſhing condition, ſo fair an opportunity of ſhew- 


- ingthe greatneſs of his mind, and fortune. Afcer having lodg'd 


the Princes of Savoy in the Palace belonging to the Biſhop of an- 


gouleſme, furniſh'd chroughour with his own rich Hangings, em- 


boſs'd with Silver and Gold, heentertain'd them with the plea- 
ſure of hunting a Stag , —_— them with ewo very beautiful 
Courſers, he had ſupply'd them with for that Chace. After which 
he treated them three ſeveral times with ſo much ſplendour, and 
magnificence, that it could hardly have been greater at Paris. The 
Tables which were forty times cover'd , were at every covering 
ſery'd with five ſeveral Courſes; neither was the profuſion le 
at the entertainment of the Cardinal de la Rechefoucault, and Bran- 
tes, Whercin if the excels made the Duke's liberality highly 
eſteem'd, it gaye no leſs reputation to that little Countrey , which 
could of it felt furniſh all forts of proviſion in ſo great abun- 
dance. 3 | 

It was not by the Cardinal de la Reckefoucault alone that the 
Queen Mother was complemented from the King , and afſur'd 
of his good inclinations, and affeQion to her z Luines who hada 
defire ſo ſoon as was poſſible to allure her from Angou- 
{eſme, ſending moreover thither le Pere Berulle, atthat time Gene- 
ral of the Congregation of the Oratory, and ſince Cardinal, to 
ſercle her mind in a full confidence, and ſecurity. This Father, a 
man of great Vertue, and no leſs Capacity, was very acceptable 
ro the Queen, and in noleſsefteem with the Duke; ro whom he 
had another quality of it ſelf ſufficient ro commend him, which 
was his near relation to Preſident Seguter, the Duke's moſt inti- 
mate friend. After this perſon had diſpos'd the Queen, (6 ſoon as 
ſhe could, to come to the King, he afterwards treated at grear li- 
berty, and freedom with the Duke in the behalf of the Fayou- 


- rite, from whom he dcliver'd him other Letters full of afeAjonare 


expreſſions; promiſing bim withal in his name all ſores of good 
Othces 
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Ofkces, and Service ; to which the Duke having anſwet'd with Anno 
the ſame civility, the Queen was in all apparetice likely ro be ye- 1619: 
ry ſecure,andthe Duke very well us'd for the time ro come, whole Yo 
diſcontents, as they had been the occafion of the War, their ſatis- 

faction ought in all probability ro have ſettled the Peace of the 
Kingdom ; though notwithſtanding this fair outfide of Aﬀeairs 

we ſhall ſee things fall our quite contraty in the enſuing year. 

Butto go on with the Subject in Rand, rhe-Duke, ſeeing all The Duke 
things now perfetly reconcil'd , conceiy'd it very fit for hima to orga 
write to the King, to excuſe what was pals'd; which he accord- patchcoche 
ingly did, and indeed in terms of very great ſubmiſſion , and re- ris 1x vr 
ſpe&, though nevertheleſs far from any meanneſs, or ſo much as ot Tholnze: 
any acknowledgment of che lcaſt offenſe : ** Wherein he repre- 

** ſented to his Majeſty; that having obey'd the Queen his Mo- 
#' ther, whom he had ever known paſſionately ſolicitous of the 
** Kingdoms proſperity, he never ſo much as imagin'd , thatche 
© reyerence he ſhould pay to. a perſon ſo nearly related to him 
* could be reputed for a Crime : Thar although in the very a&of 
* taking Arms (to which he found himſelf oblig'd by an inevita- 
© ble neceſſity) he might poſſibly have given his Majeſty ſome 
* diftaſte,he nevertheleſs conceiv'd he had by his behaviour there+ 
*in ſo amply juſtified his good intention , that no impreſſion 
* ought to remain in his Royal Breaſt, but whar ſhould be co his 
* advantage: That he could confidently ſay,chat wichour fo much . 
« as cyer refleing upon his own grievances, and diſgrace, he had 
* govern'd his paſſion from relolutions that mighe evidently 
« enough have ſucceeded , wherein he had ſufficienely manifeſted 
*the Reverence he bore to his Majefties Name,and Arms chough 
&* ;n the handsof his own particular enemies : T har he call d all 
« 900d Frenchmen to the teſt, wherher ever. his own intereſt, or 
© animeſity had tranſported him to any ation contrary to his 
« Juty; and whether he had not ever prefery'd his fidelity unfpor- 
© ted, and pure, during all the diſorders of this Kingdom : That . 
« he had now remaining but a ſhort time to live , and thar he 
« ſhould himſelf conclude he had already liv'd too Jong , could 
© he find himſelf guilty of che lcaſt thoughr contrary to his Ma- 
© ;eſties Service, and his own Duty : That his Conſcience being 
« clear-in that particular, he demanded no other recompenſe for. 
© his Services paſs'd, than only a little repoſe in his old age, ex- 
« peRing an occaſion wherein he might honourably dye tor his 
© Majeſtics Service : which was the conclufion of his Letcrer. 
Dared at 4ngouleſme the 7th. of June, 1619. The Archbiſhop of 
Tholoxze his Son was dilmils'd away with chis difpatch, who _ 
I 


| 
£ 
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Anns allo another Letter for the Duke de Luines , in anſwer to thoſe 
1619, the Duke had receiv'd before. n) »g1 
WY The Queen in the meantime was preparing for her departure, 
bur ber equipage _ to be made ready lo ſoon as was de- 
fird at Court, where ſhe was with great impatience expected, the 
_ "Duke de Monbazon, Father-in-law to Luines, had yer time to come 
kiſs her Majeſties hands, which was nevertheleſs, by giving her 
new and greater aſſurances of all che good uſage ſhe could deſire, 
The Queen to preſs her with the ſooneſt to part from Angouleſme, and to ſepa- 
cue 1 hong rate her {elf from the Duke. In the beginning of 4uguit therefore, 
Angouleſme -according, to the Fayourites deſire, ſhe departed from Angouleſme o 
co 809 in which Voyagethe Duke only attended her to the borders of 
King. his own Government, not caring to engage himſelt nearer to a 
Court, to which he was ſo lately reconcil'd; where the-Queen at 
his taking leave, after many gracious expreſſions of the infinite ob- - 

The Queens ligation ſhe had to him, preſented him with a Ring of very great 

prog with value ; together with a requeſt that he would continually wear ic 
ber com- fer her ſake, as he did almoſt to his death : This Ring was'a Dia- 
plements, = mond cut into a heart, and is atthis day Teputed one of the fineſt 
* andcleancRt for its ſize in France ;, and this was all the Recompenſe 
he receiv'd for his Service he had done the Queen , and for above 
two hundred thouſand Crowns he was out of purſe upon that 
accompt, which nevertheleſs was more than he expeedin the 
condition ſhe then was ; having propos'd to himſelf in-the un- 
dertaking no other acknowledgment, and reward, tham-the ho- 

nour to {erve her effeually, and well upon this occaſion.- . 
The Queen after her departure from Angoumois, arriv'd in a few 
days at Conſieres in Touraine, a houſe belonging to the Duke of 
Monbazon, where Luines (accompanicd(like a Favourite) with ma- 
ny perſons of very great quality) came firſt to wait upon her,com- 
plementing her with the greateſt civility, and reſpe& imaginable, 
as he was alſo very graciouſly receiv'd. And herethe Queen, who 
had no mind to be kept any longer at a diſtance from the King her 
Son, endeavour'd with Luines (and that with all the inſinuarion, 
and artifice her haughty and imperious nature-would permit) to 
remove thole difficulties , which, as they had been the'cauſes of 
their former ſeparation , were moſt likely to oppole their concur- 
The King rence now. The next day after her arrival, the King with all his 
a7 ce? Royal houſhold came allo to (onſieres, where at their firſt enter- 
comeroan View there was nothing buc mutual manifeſtations of great af- 
enterview. * fe&tion, and tenderneſs on both {tdes : from whence their Maje- 

ſtics went the ſame day to Tours, where for ſome days they con- 


cinued together ; butin che end, after allthis diſſembled kindneſs, . 
the 
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From thenceforward therefore ſhe ſo far reſented Laines his ill The Queen 
uſage, as to meditate a revenge, and how by a ſecond War to "%*r 4 
procure, what by this firſt Peace, ſhe ſaw, ſhe could not obtain, ape War: 
neither was the Biſhop of L«con (become now abſolute with 
her) ſorry to ſee her ſodiſpos'd : He confider'd, that whilſt his 
Mifſriſs remain'd thus excluded from Court, her power being ſo 
ſmall, his could not conſequently be very great ; a conſideration 
that made this aſpiring ſpirit, who already had propos'd to him- 
ſelf no leſs than the Government of the Kingdom, ſuffer, if poſ- 
ſible, with greater impatience, than the Queen her ſelf, thoſe ob- 
Racles that he ſaw were oppos'd to the level of his haughty Am- 

bition, and vaſt deſigns, 

Animarted therefore with theſe refleCtions, he began to labour a 
good intelligence betwixt ſuch, as he knew were diſſatisfied with | 
the prelent Government, to re-unite them in the Queens Intereſt, 
as diſcontented as they : Neither was it any hard matter to win 
raany over to her ſide, the happy iflue the Duke of Epernon had 
fingle,and alone,procur'd to this Princeſſes Aﬀairs,having got him 
ſo great a reputation, that the major part of the great ones of the 
Kingdom made no great difficulry of engaging in a cauſe, they had 
ſeen ſa eaſily, and by ſo linle means to lucceed, Of this number 

| Was the Cennt de Soiffons, and the Counteſs his Mother, the Dukes 
of Longueville, and Yandoſme , the: Grand Prior of France , the 
Dukes of Mayenne , and Retz, with many other Princes , and 
Lords of very eminent condition. Had the Duke of Eſpernon ndc 
been concern'd in the firſt buſineſs, he could never have been 
drawn into this; ſo many confederates of almoft equal quality, 
giving him to apprehend more from their ill intelligence berwixr 
one another, than he cquld reaſonably hope from their union : 
but rhe Queen, who repos'd her chiefeſt confidence in him, who 
had already made trial of his Service, and found ir ſo ſuccelsftl ro 
her, did ſo ply him with reiterated favours, andentreaties , that 
he could not handlomly avoid engaging in her behalf. Neither 
had he ſolong ſtood off, chathe had fewer particular grievances 
than the reſt; but having engag'd his Faith to the Duke de Luines, 
it would have been almoſt impoffible to! have perſwaded him to 
break his word, had not Luines himſelf given the firſt example : 


and 
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and on that fide it was, that the Queen aſſaulted the Duke, . by 
repreſenting to him the non-performances of thoſe chings 
had been promis'd, and that as it had been principally through ' 
his aſſiſtance ſhe had obtain'd all that had been granted to her, 
ſhe expeRted he ſhould ſee the Articles of the Treaty fulfill'd ; en- 
deayouring to perſwade him , that his own honour wasne leſs 
intereſted therein, than her ſatisfaQion. 

And that he might the better taſte her reaſons, ſhe fail'd not to 
prepoſſeſs him with all ſorts of civilities, and fayour, honourin 
him-with ſome preſents, whereof one was a very fine Watch, ſer 
alt over with Diamonds, and very curiouſly wrought ; which 
ſhe accompanied with a Letter as kind , as could poffibly be wric 
upon ſuch an occaſion, wherein, amongſt other obliging expreſ- 
fions ſhe told him : **© That the Diamonds, wherewith it was embel- 
E liſh'd, were not more firm than ber affeftion, and that be might af- © 
& {ure bimſelf the Services ſhe had receiv'd from his generofity, ſhould 
'© ofter come into her memory, than the hand of that Watch- ſhould point 
* out hours every day : To which words (which were, it ſeems, 


the way of writing at that time, and none of my invention) 1 


The Queen 
Mother re- 
engaces the 
Duke of 

E ſpernon in 
her quarrel. 


have neither added,nor diminiſh'd : But by this complement, and 
ſeveral other teſtimonies of affe&tion, and eſteem, the Queen ha- 
ving awak'd the paſſion the Duke had to. give her always all ſa- 
tisfaQtion, ſhe gave him conſecutively a full accompt of her deter- - 
mination, of all the perſons of quality ſhe had madeto her par- 
ty,and of the powerful mcans ſhe intended to make uſe of to, re- 
inſtate herſelf in that degreeof honour, which 'was due to her 
Perſon, and Dignity : Whereupon the Duke conſidering this ſe- 
cond a@ion, as dependent upon the firſt, ſolemnly engag'd him- 


ſelf, and made an abſolute promile, once more to ſerve her. 


Anno If the Queen was thus diligent to form , and redintegrate her 

1620. - party, Laines, on the other ſide, was noleſs induſtrious now, than 
—1« Due BE had been before, to break and diſunite it, He very well knew 
4 Luinsen- the Queen to bediſcontent, which ſhe had her ſelf ſo publickly - 
dearourst0 profeſs'd ; that could beno ſecret 2 He was moreover inform'd, 
2 by 1 Chatmoſt of thegreat perſons in the Kingdom had engag'd with 
- a, ſc her; andthough he doubted nor, but thatthe Duke of Eſpernon, 


from whom ſhe had for the time paſs'd receiv'd ſo many good 
Offices, continued ſill his ancient fidelity to hex ; yet would he 
notwithſtanding feel his pulſe by la Croix de Blere, whom he diſ- 
patch'd away to him to that purpoſe. This Gentleman therefore 
comesto the Duke to Angonleſme, in the time. of the Carnaval ; 
where he found himtaken up with entertainments , that. nothing 
rcliſh'd of the medication of an approaching War, making merry 

with 


% 
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with the Company of the Town, which at this Feſtival wasin- Anns 
creas'd with ſeveral Families of the neighbouring Gentry. 1620. 
La Croix, who would by all means make uſe of his dexterity, to WO 
ſound the Duke's intention, mer with a perſon in him , that was 
noteaſie to be pry d into ; fo that the Duke, after having diſ- 
cours'd with him, in general terms, of the Queen Mothers lnte- 
reſts and Aﬀairs; and having return'd a civil anſwer to Luines his 
Complement, dilmiſs'd his Ambaſladour, perfe&tly inſtructed of 
what he conceal'd from none, and of what he did not care Lines 
himſelf ſhould know. | ; 
The firſt Efſay having given the Favourite no great fatisfaCti- 
on, who already law, that Aﬀairs began to grow hot , with the 
{caſon; thatthe Count de Soiſſons, with the Counteſs his Mother, 
had left the Court , that the Duke of Mayenne had done the 
ſame, and that the Duke of Longueville, and the Brothers of - 
Pandoſme were already in their Government in actual Arms : He 
would therefore be no longer in ſuſpenſe , what he was to expe 
from the Duke of Eſpernon, who of all others he had the greateſt 
mind to withdraw from the Queen Mothers Intereſt; well enough 
foreſceing , that if the youth and inexperience of molt of the 
other Lords were not govern'd by his prudence , they would be 
calic enough to deal withal. He therefore diſpatch'd away: Toiras _—_— . 
(fince Mareſchal of France) to treat with him obout this Afﬀair, Tairas, : 
The Duke was then at his houſe of Plaſſac in Xaintonge (ſince 
famous for his diſgraces) making private Leavies, by the afliftance 
of his Friends ; ro whom he had given inſtructions to make ſure 
of their own people, withour nevertheleſs telling chem what chey 
were to be employ'd abour, till his further order. Toiras had here 
in Commiſſion to tell him : © That the Duke de Luines,abſoluccly 
«relying upon his friendſhip ſince their late reconciliation , could 
© not give credit to ſome reports he had heard to the contrary; thar 
© ſince thattime he had nor fail'dthe leaſt in any of the good Of. 
* faces the Duke had requir'd at his hands;thar all his Commands, ®* 
© Penſions, and Aſſignments of Offices, had been in part already 
* paid, and ſhould ſuddenly be fully diſcharg'd : Thar for the fu- 
*ture he ſhould be maincain'd in all their fun&ions, and privi- 
** ledges more advantageoully, than hitherto he had ever been : 
< That if yer all this fair dealing was too litcle to ſatisfie him, let 
* him bur ſay what he would have , and that Monſieur de Luines 
* would endeavour to procure it for him : That inthe mean time 
© he only conjur'd him to ſeparate himſelf from the Queen Mo- 
"thers Incereſt, with whom he had now no reaſonable pretenſe to 
** engage: Thar he had alrcady ſcry'd her ſo well, and ſo wor- 
| _ Bbb chily 
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Anne © thily acquitted himſelf of all he had undertaken in her behalf, 
1620. © asthereby to acquire the eſteem, and commendation of even- 
WY © his greateſt enemies : That therefore he ought nor to expoſe a 
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* reputation, wherein he had: no rival, to the hazard of being 
« gyerthrown, and blemiſh'd by ſome finiſter diſgrace : Thar all 
< chings had been perform'd , had been promis'd the Queen in 
* the 1reaty of Angouleſme ; but that nothing could ſatisfie ſome 
« ambirious ſpirits about her, who doubtlels poſſeſs'd her , ſhe 
« was not well us'd, if notpermitted torulein Chief. The Duke 
having given Tojras audience for two days together , without de- 
claring himſelf, and having cntertain'd him by intervals wich 
ſhewing him ſome Garden Inſtruments, an employment where- 
in he ſaid he intended to paſs away the remainder of his life, he ac 
laſt drew him aſide,where hetold him : © That he wastoo brave 
&& 1 Gentleman to be otherwiſe dealt withal, than with a free, and 
_ "© open heart: Thar in truth he had ſome reaſon in his own par- 
© eicular (whatever might be ſaid to the contrary) to complain of 
&© not having recciv'd, both as to his own, and his friends concerns, 
« that ſatisfa&tion, whereof they had becn fo amply aflur'd, in- 
«* ſtancing in ſome things, and amongſt others the refuſal of a Car- 
« dinals Hat for the Archbiſhop of Tholouze his Son : but that 
« he call'd God to witnels) his own Intereſt ſhould never tem 
« him into Arms : Thar he very well knew the miſchiefs, and di(- 
« orders attended a Civil War, which he had ever had in great 
* hoxror ; - but that the Queen Mother having done him the ho- 
© nour to command his affiftance in her removal from Blows , and 
<* having further honour him by making uſe of. his perſon, and 
« thoſe of his friends for the recovery of her Dignity, the violation 
« of thoſe things had been granted to her, mult neceſſarily reflect 
- < 25 much upon him, if nor more, than upon her Majeſty her 
*< ſelf : That notwithſtanding he demanded nothing in his own 
&« behalf, let them only contrive how to ſatisfhe the Queen , and 
© that being done , he promis'd Mounſieur de Luines to; be his 
© friend, and Servant as much, and as inviolably as any perſon ia 
©the world. With this frank declaration he diſmiſs'd [oiras, nor 
however without entertaining a very good opinion of his perſon, 
and parts, which he diſcover'd undera very profound filence,*and 
reſervation ; I never, to my remembrance , having obſery'd any 
man to ſpeak fo little as this Gentleman. 

After his departure, the Duke having intelligence, that thereſt 
who wereengag'd in the Queens party were already in Arms, ke 
follow'd their example , and broughr his Troops allo into the 
Field : bur all their Forces beivg now on foot there was no little 

debate 
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| debate in the Queens Council , how they ſhould diſpoſe of her Anne 


Majeſties perſon. The Duke of. Mayenne, who had a very good 


Army in Guienne, mov'd with great fervency, that ſhe might re- Wu 


tire her ſelf into his Government, where he had gather'd togerher 
above eighteen hundred effetive men: but the Duke of 
Efpernon underſtanding his deſign was to be Maſter- of the 
Queens perlon, the berter at her expenſe , and the Lords of her 
Party to make his own conditions, would by no means allow of 
that propoſition ; neither had there been no jealouſic in the caſe, 
could he have approv'd that counſel, he confider'd that the Queen 
Mothers abſence, and departure from Angers in lo critical a jun- 
&ure, would be interpreted a flight, which would very much 
diſcredit her Afﬀairs, and by which occaſion , beſides the lols of 
reputation (wherein commonly con(tſts the event of War) ſhe 
would infallibly-loſe all the Provinces berwixt the Rivers of Loire, 
 andGaronne, which were now wholly at her devotion, and might 
| be diſputed a great while. For which reaſons he concluded it 
much better, and more advantageous to the Queens Service, to 
unite thoſe Forces he had, with thoſe of the Duke of Mayenne, 
and to march them away to Angers to joyn with the Queeo, who 
being re-inforc'd with five- and twenty thouſand men ar leaſt, 
that they were able to make up betwixtthem, would be in a ca- 
pacity to reduce the Duke de Laines to reaſon ; which ought to be 
the true intent of their Arms, and not the particular Intereſts of 
particular men ; who,as they had only taken them up in her name, 
were to uſe them only tor her Service. | 

Doubtleſs had this latter advice been receiv'd, the King's Ar- 
my would have found cnough to do: Bur the Biſhop of Lugor, 
who had no mind to have perſons of the Duke's condition, and 
capacity, ſo near the Queen, for fear of falling from che place he 
had in her confidence, and eſteem, could by no means conſent 
either that ſhe ſhould depart from Angers , or that the Duke of 
Eſpernon ſhould go thither co her.. The knowledge he had of che 
Duke's free and unbyaſs'd humour , made him apprehend, he 
ſhould be by him ſometimes contradicted in his opinions, and by 
that means be no more abſolute Maſter of the Queens Counſels : 
fo that dextroufly ſpinning out the time, withour coming to any 
poſitive reſolution , the Duke grew weary of theſe delays, and 
unwilling to let his Forces unprofitably moulder away- in Xain- 
tonge, and Angoumoss (Countreys that yer ſmarted with che Jaſt 
years War) hedeparted thence to quarter theng more commodi- 
ouſly in' Limouſin, where better proviſion was to be. made both 
for Horſe and Man. i 
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Whilſt inthe Queen Mothers Council they conſum'd the time 
in debates, without reſolving whar to do, the King, on the other 
fide by the Prince of (onde's advice , put his deliberations into 
prompt execution. The Duke de Luines very well inform'd of 
the Queen Mothers difcontents, after the interview at Tours, and 
ſatisfied, that, after the offenſe he had there given her , he was no 
more to expe&t her favour, reſolv'd to fecure himſelf under this 
Prince's Protetion; wherein he thought he was ſo much the 
more ſafe from the Queens revenge, by how much the Prince had 
himſelf reaſon to cemplain of the ill uſage he had receiv'd under 
her adminiſtration; during whoſe Regency , Conchimi had clap'd 
him up in priſon ; from whence Luines, preſently after the King's 
coming to Pary, got him releas'd : An obligation, which, as it 
wasgreatin it ſelf, was ſoon after repaid with as grateful a return. 
The Prince had found by his own experience , what an influence 
the Royal name has upon all parts of the Kingdom, very well re- 
membring how eafic it had been for his Majeſty to have ſup- 
prels'd him, when he retir'd from Court to Soiſſons, whither had 
the King follow'd him in perſon, with no more.than the Regi- 
ment of his Guards only, he had infallibly reduc'd him to a nece(- 
ſity, either of ſubmitting to his mercy , or of lcaving the King- 
dom : out of which obſervation he advis'd the King , ſuddenly 
to mount to Horſe, and to goin perſon to Caen, which was the 
neareſt of the revolted Cities; wherein what the Prince had ſo 
judiciouſly foreſeen as happily ſucceeded, Caen ſurrendring almoſt 
without any reliſtance , Prudent, who commanded there for the 
Grand Prior Yandoſme, delivering it up almoſt fo ſoon as ſum- 
mon'd into his Majeſties hands. 

This little ſucceſs having frighted all the other places of Nor- 
mandy, that made any countenance of revolr, into their Duty, his 
Majeſty immediately departed thence, to adyance towards Angers, - 


when being mer by ſome Troops upon the' way, and by them his 


Regiments of the French and Swiſſe Guards being re-inforc'd , he 
caus'd le Pont de CE,to be aflaulted in his own preſence ; where al- 


moſt in a moment, and after a very light diſpute, all the Queens 


Forces ran away, leaving the paſs ro the Enemy : by which di(- 
aſter thoſe who were about the Queens perſon ſaw the error they 
had committed, in not calling the Duke of Efernon to her ſuc- 
cour ; it being not to bedoubted , but that had ſhe had a Caprain 
of his experience and valour, to command upon that occaſion, her 

intereſts would have been much better defended. | 
The Queen, after this blow being in'the fright may- be ima- 
gin'd, was fitto reje& no overtures of Peace, She had indeed 
before 
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before this engagement made ſome demands,and propos'd flome Anno 
conditions; but after this baffle her Army had receiv'd,ſhe was now 1640. 
ro ſubmit ro what law the Conqueror would impole upon her : | 
Wherein all thoſe who had engag'd in her Party were abandon- :ccpiva _ 
cd to the King's mercy ; bur as for het ſelf , ſhe was permitted to P-ac* with- 
come to Court. And that was as much as the Biſhop of Lucon --va wt 
defir'd, which gave ſome occaſion to ſay, that he held intelligence, 
and had contracted with the enemy before he came, that he had 
oppos'd the uniting of her Forces, and diverted ſuch as were ca- 
pableof command from coming to ſerve her,as being beforchand 
aflur'dto obtain the ſole condicion he aini'd at; which being 

ranted, he car'd notto leave the reſt of her Majelties Seryants to 
Thif for themſelves : but this I ſhall not cake upon me to affirm, 
though it was the common diſcourſe at that time. 

The Duke had notice by a Gentleman, the Queen Mother pur- 
poſely diſpatch'd away to him, of her Reconciliation with che 
King ; who finding him at St. Clau a Frontier of Limosſin, to 
which place he was advanc'd with his Forces, he preſently chereup- 
on, without ſtaying a more expreſsOrder from Courr,or ſo much as 
thinking of any Capitulation for himſclf,diſmiſs'd all his Troops; 
 inſomuch that the Currier who afterwards brought him an ex- 
prels fromthe King, to lay down his Arms, found that, out of an The Duke 
entire confidencc in his Majeſtics Royal Bounty , he had already & "— 
prevented his command, and put himſelf into a poſture of abſo- — bg 
lute dependence upon his Grace, and Favour. | 
Neither did the Duke think this a&t of his own particular obe- And the 

dience cnough, unleſs he furcher commanded the Marquis de la 5 wer 
Palette his Son (who had never ſtirrd from .Hetz) to-do the thecom- 
ſame. Upon the breaking our of this ſecond War, as in the firſt, 1%" - = 
he had been there inveſted with a very conſiderable Army ; nei- Eaters. 
ther had they fail'd, as before, to ſtir up the Inhabitants (whoſe 
inclinations commonly change with the fortune of thoſe thar 
command them) to mutiny againſt him. Of which praQicethe 
- Marquis having intelligence on all hands, thatthe people had a 
deſign upon his perſon, and thar deſpiſing his weakneſs, (who 
ro ſparetheir purſes, and to win their affe&ions, bad forboreto 
quarter any Souldicrs upon' them) they talk'd loud of opening 
their Gates, and letting the King's Army into the City ; he was 
conſtrain'd by the truth, and importance of this advice , to deal 
with ſome Captains of the old Regiments of that very Army 
that came againſt him : In the old body of which Army there 
-were very few Officers who were not the Duke his Fathers Crea- 
tures, and who ſtood not oblig'd to him for their Fortune, and 
Commands ; 
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Commands ; whereof ſome fifteen or twenty deſerted the Royal 
Arms, to go ſerve him in this extremity of danger, ſome ſend- 
ing him in Squadrons by their Serjeants , and others bringing 
over their whole Companies : ſo that by an a& of honourable 
gratitude (the example whereof is not nevertheleſs tp be altoge- 
ther approv'd) they, brought him over jn one night above fifteen 
hundred men of the beſt Souldiers in the Army. With this relief 
( _ the Town upon the point of a total Reyolt)he attempted, 

arming the Inhabitants, to ſecure his own Fortune , which 
he accordingly perform'd, and that without any notable violence, 
for having diſpos'd his men intothe moſt advantageous Poſts of 


the City, he made Proclamation that at the beat of Drum, upon 


a penalty impos'd, every one ſhould bringtheir Arms into the Bi- 
ſhops Palace ; which order being given, he himſelf accompanied 
with ſome five and twenty or thirty Gentlemen , mounted on 
horſeback to be ready in ſuch places , where he had informacion, 
ſome buſtle was like ro be, a precaution that was not altogether 
neceſſary, the people being ſo daunted at his reſolution, as with a 
ſtupid filence, and ſheepiſh tameneſs , with a ſubmiſſion greacer 
now, than their inſolence had been before , quietly giving up 
cheir Arms; by which means they remain'd incapable of execn- 
ting any miſchief, at leaſt if (as it was evident enough) they yet 


. retain'da will to do it. 
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Yet would notthe Duke of Eſpernon make any other adyan- 
tage of this ſucceſs, than thereby the better tro manifeſt to the 
King his ſubmiſſion, and the confidence he repos'd in his Royal 
Goodneſs ; reſigning himſclt up wholly into his hands : bur che 
Dukeof Mayenne would not do ſo, who onthe contrary fearing 
leſt the Duke de Luines , whom he had highly provok'd , having 
him athis mercy, ſhould take ſome notable revenge of the inju- 
ries, he had done him, could not ſo ſoon reſolve to Jay down his 
Arms. He could much rather have been content to have poſſcſs'd 
the Duke with the ſame apprehenſions, and to have cngag'd him 
with him in ſome violent extreme, thereby to procure their own 
conditions: to which purpoſe he alſo ſent ro ſound his inclinati- 
on, andto repreſentta him their common danger , if they did 
not provide for the ſecurity of their lives, and fortunes, before they 
parted with their Swords outof their hands : bur the Duke ſenc 
him word again, © Thathis reſolution was already taken, and 
* thatas he had taken up arms for no particular intereſt of his 
*own, ſo he had laid them down (o ſoon as he knew the Queen 
** was ſatisfied: T hat he hop'd his Majceftics Clemency would eafi- 
*ly extend it ſelf co all his Subje&ts, who ſhould not obſtinately 

perſiſt 
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© perſiſt in their diſobedience : Thar therefore ke coald give 
* Monfieur de Mayenne no other advice , than that he had taken 
himſelf; which, though it ſhould nor ſucceed well with him, he 
< had rather be ill us'd whilſt he could juſtifie himſelf innocent, 
© than after having committed a faulc that would render him cri- 
* minal beyond all excuſe. By which anſwer the Duke of May- 
enze ſceing he had ſet up his reſt in this determination, and finds 
ing himſelf too weak alone to wreſtle with the King's Name and 
Power, he was in the end fain to ſubmit, and to return to his 
Duty : wherein nevertheleſs his Majeſty , who knew after what 
manner both the one, and the other proceeded, as highly com- 
mended the Duke of Epernon, as he blam'd the Duke of 
Mayenne. ;} 2 

One would have ſaid that this great diſorder in the Queen Mo- 
chers Aﬀairs, wherein ſo many perſons, and thoſe of ſo emi- 
nent condition were engag'd, only hapned to ſct a greater yalue, 
and luftre upon the Duke of Epernon's condu&t, In the firſt War, 
alone, and unaſſiſted by any, he ſo manag'd the few Forces he 
| had, as withour giving ground to his adverſaries , he ever kept 
bimſelf in a poſture to reſiſt them, and ſo as in the end to ob- 
tain reaſonable Conditions, not only for the Queen, bur alſo 


for himſelf, and his friends, withour ever ſubmitting co his ene- | 


miesdiſcretion ; whereas in chis there was no reſervation for any, 
inſomuch that of all the great men who were engag'd in this laſt 
buſineſs, there was not one who lay not open, and expos'dto the 
utmoſt ſeverity of the King's juſtice, had he been pleas'd to have 


procecded againſt them. *Tis true notwithſtanding that his Ma- | 


jeſty in-his Clemency pardon'd every one, but it was meerly an 
effcet of his own goodneſs, without any obligation upon' him, 
either by writing, or the leaſt promiſe ar all, 

The King alord of the Duke of Eſperzon's obedience; and 
finding by his late ſignal advantages; how much his owa'preſence 
had contributed to the ſucceſs of his own Aﬀairs., raking his 
meaſures from'thence, what he might promiſe co hiniſelf by the 
ſame method-in other occurrences, he reſoly'd for the future to 
appear in his own Perſon upon all occaſions of iraportance', the 
better thereby ro-eſtabliſh his Royal Authority in al parts of his 
Kingdom: The Afairs of Bearne therefore Being'of ſuch a na- 
cure, as'thar his preſence ſcem'dto be very neceſlary there, he de- 


The King 
goes into 
Guienne and 


termin'd to move that way, and eyen'togo over into it, if occa- Zeone. 


ſion ſhould be. In order whereunto being 'advanc'd from Poiftor, 
as far as Xaintonge, he was pleas'd to permit that the Duke of E/- 


pernon ſhould come to him to make his Apology for whar has 
| pals 
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| paſs'd upon the borders of his own Government. His Majeſty 


therefore was no ſooner come to Chizay, but thar'the Duke de Bel- 
legarde (who was very well at Court , and exceedingly folicitous 
of the Duke his Kinſmans Intereſt) came to ſee the Duke ar 4«- 
xay, to aſſure him he might be very kindly receiv'd by the King, 
The Duke had never lo much as defir'd any ſuch ſecurity, ſo con- 
fident he had been in the King's bounty , and his own deport- 
ment 3 nevertheleſs confirm'd in the hope of fo gracious a rece- 
tion, from ſo good a hand, they departed together from the 
Duke's Lodgings, to go direly to the King's : Where the Duke 
was no ſooner jccn to enter, bur all the Court flock'd to the no- 
velty ; ſothat I have heard the Duke ſay , that ſceing the crowd 
there was to obſerve his reception, and to hear what he would ſay 
for his excuſe, he ſtrain'd his voice much louder than he us'd to 
do, to ſatishe the curioſity of the ſtanders by ; telling the King 
in few words : © That he never thought it a diſſerviceto his Maje- 
** ſty to ſerve the Queen his Mother ; bur that ſince he had been ſo 
* unhappy, as to have incurr'd his Majeſties diſpleaſure , he moſt 
* humbly begg'd his Pardon ; proteſting thatthe Grace he ſhould 
F be pleas'd to grant him upon this occaſion, ſhould be the laſt of 
© this nature he would ever ask of him, ſo long as he had life , 
*there being no pretenſe, nor conſideration whatlocyer , that 
*ſhould eyer have the power to ſeparate him trom any intereſt, 
{© wherein he ſhould ſee his Majeſties name , and perſon engag'd. 
A promile that he from that time forward inviolably obſerv'd, as 
we ſhall hereafter ſee. The Duke was kneel'd down when he firſt 
began to ſpcak, but the King raiſing him at the firſt wora,, and 
embracing him at the end ot this ſhort ſpeech, his Majeſty re- 
ply'd : That he was confident he would be as good as his word,re- 
ceiving him with great demonſtrations of favour, and eſtecm ! 
When after having entertain'd him ſome time, his Majefty diſ- 
miſt him ghat he might go viſitthe Duke de Luines; berwixt whom 
at their meeting there pals'd great civilities on both ſides; with ma- 
ny aſſurances of reciprocal affe&tion. And that very day the Duke 
executed his command of Colonel in the King's Lodgings , re- 
ceiving orders from the King's own mouth to carry them to the 
Regiment of Guards. The next day his Majeſty' commanded 
him to go prepare his entry into St. Feand* Angely, a City in his 
Government, but held by thoſe of the Religion, and into which 
he had never till now been receiv'd ; ſo that he ſaw himlelf at the 
ſame time, not only reſtor'd to his old Commands, bur alſo by a 
articular favour from his Majeſty, authoriz'd in places, where, as 


yet he had never been. 
| The 
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though they had not parted' very kindly (as you may have, ob- 
ſerv'd) could not nevertheleſs forbear upon all occaſions tro mag- | 
nific the Duke's generoſity and vertue, and to manifeſt the deſire 
he had to be reconcil'd to his good opinion. Fucellay had great in- 
receſt at Court, the Duke de Luines repos'dggreat confidence in 
him, and was the rathet enclin'd to credit all the good things he 
ſaid of the Duke, by how much his ceſtimony (upon the terms 
they then ſtood) was no ways to he ſuſpected. The Duke antici- 
pated by ſo many good Offices, was as carcful to ler Rxcellay know 
how exceeding kindly he took them at his hands; ſo that from a 
violent feud, their hot ſpirits being re united in a very particular 
friendſhip,the Duke receiv'd very great aſſiſtance from Rucellay, in 
an Aﬀair wherein he was very highly concern'd. And that was the: 
re-eftabliſhment of thoſe Captains,who had forfeited their Com- 
mands by putting themſelyes into Metz with the Marquis de ls. 
Palette. The Court could not ſuffer an a&t of that dangerous ex- 
ample to eſcape unpuniſh'd ; and on the contrary the Duke preſs'd 
an oblivion of that Aﬀair with greater fervency than he had ever 
done any. concern of hisown , wherein I have oftcn_ heard him 
acknowledge his obligation co Recellay, by - whoſe lolicitation he 
at laſt obtain'd his deſire : (onrbou., Reals, Verdelin, Bowſſonniere, 
and ſome others of very great merit were reſtor'd to. their Com- 
mands, though it was but to deprive the Duke the ſooner of lo 
many worthy friends; who were ſcarce re-cſtabliſh'd in their 
Commands, when willing to make amends for the fault they had 
committed by ſome notable teſtimony of their fadelity ,, and va- 
lour upon the firſt occaſion ſhould preſegr- it felf, they unfortu- 
nately periſh'd in that brave defign, leaving the Duke infinigely at- 
flied, that he could not oblige them, burro their ruine. 

From Xaintonge the King pals'd 'over into Guienne, wherein 
though his Majeſty had no reſolution of proceeding ſo far as 
Bearne ; yet was it neceſſary he ſhould advance to Bordeaux , to 
diſlolye the powerful Fa&ion was form'din that Province in fa- 
vour of the Duke of ,Mayenne, which had ſufficiently diſcover'd 
itſelf in the great Leavies, and Proviſions of War , that had 74. n.,, 
there been made. . In this Voyage the Duke had hopes of ſecing receives 
his Majeſty at his houſe of Cadillac,and indeed the Duke of Laines iro 
had promis'd him he ſhould ; a favour he ought ſo much the Ries com- 
more to.covet, as it would manifeſt ro all the world his perfedt "872% | 
reconciliation with the King his Maſter : So that he whom every 411:c. 
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onethe year before concluded utterly loſt in the Queen Mothers . 
Afﬀairs, ſeeing him now reſtor'd to a greater degree of repurati- 
on, and favour, than perhaps he had ever been, could not bur ad- 
mire his Condu, and attribute as much to his Prudence, as his 
Fortune ; which, icſhould ſeem, had only ſtrew'd thoſe difficul- 
tics in his way, that they might by him be the more gloriouſly- 
OVErcome. ? | | | 
His Majeſty cqrifinuing his way through Guienne, took occaſi- 
onto call at Blaze, from whence he remov'd Luſſan, Vicount de 
Aubeterre, to recompenſe him with the ſtaff of a Mareſcbal of 
France. placing Brantes (fince Duke of Luxembourg in the right 
of his Wife) in his ſtead. Whilſt theſe things were in doing, the 
Duke of Eſpernon (who attended his Majeſty in this Voyage) took 
the opportunity to go prepare his houſe for his reception ; where- 
in heorder'dall things ſo admirably well , and with ſuch magni- 


 ficence, that his Majeſty could hardly have been better entertain'd 


in any part of the Kingdom. The noble Furniture, wherewith 
this houſe did abound, was now all brought out: The Kings 
Apartment hung round with Hangings emboſs'd all over with 
Gold, as alſo ten Chambers more were furniſh'd with the ſame, 
to which the Beds of Cloth of Gold and Embroidery were rich» 
ly ſuited ; neicher was the delicacy, rarity, or plenty of proviſi- 
ons inferiour to this outward Pomp. AU the Favourites Miniſters, 
and others of the greateſt quality ar Court , were commodiouſly 
lodg'd in this ſtately Houſe, and the Provifionary Officers there 
found what was notelſewhere to be {cen in the Kingdom, which 
was a valt (cries of Offices under ground, lo large, and fo well fit- 
ted with lights, that they were aſtoniſh'd ar ſo prodigious an cx- 
tent of Accommodations; which are irideed , if notthe chicfeſt 
ornament, at leaſt the greateſt convenience of a Building. 

After his Majeſty had ftaid ewo days at Cadillac , where his 
whole Court had been magnificently treated , he parted thence co 
continue his Journey towards Bearne. He was made to believe, 
thatthe Council ef this little Countrey would think firto ſubmic 
to his Royal pleaſure, without obliging him to perform thart 
Voyage; to quicken which reſolution his Majeſty had paſs'd the 
Riverof Garonne, which, though when on the other ſide he was 
advanc'd no more than a League only beyond Cadillac, he thought 
nevertheleſs he had done a great deal in paſſing (o great a River 
with an Army, and all the equipage of his Court; The Mini- 


ers, who had agreataverſion to this ugly journey , would have 


been very glad , that Aﬀairs might have been concluded there 


without going any further : butin the end how averſe ſocyer they 
li. were 
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were to ic,they muſt undergo the crouble. The King went thicher, : Anno 
where his preſence-produc'd the ſame effe&t ir had done io other 1620. 
places ; heoverran allthis little Province , ſeizing as-he paſs'd of W 


Navarrens, the ſtrongeſt oo init, as he did alſo of. Ortez, and Andredr- 
Ollerozi, principal Cities of that Countrey ; he ſubyerted all their <©* ar 
ancient cuſtoms, reſtor'd the Biſhop, and other Ecclefaaſticks to. their obe- 
cheir Eſtates, and Dignities;. rook away the adminiſtration of dience. 
' the Aﬀairs of the Country from thoſe of the Reform'd Religion, 
and re-eftabliſh'd his own Authority : but heleft che Government 
of the Province inthe hands of the Marquis dela Porce ſince Ma. . 
reſchal of France; whe, impatient to ſee his Authority cut ſo 
ſhort by theſe altcrations, could hardly forbear till the King was 
got back to Paris, from reducing things again to the ſame poſture 
they werein before. He was very confident that his Majeſty, 
who had already y'd the ill ways of Bearne, would never be ad- 
visd by his Miniſters to undertake a ſecond Journey into that 
Countrey for the reſettlement of his Aﬀairs.He knew thatthe Hu- 
onot Faction were ready to find his Majeſty enough to do nearer 
home, and did not belieye, that without his immediate preſence 
they could compel him to any thing he had nota mind to. in his 
own Government, where his Authority was eſtabliſh'd not on- 
ly by a long habitude he had there contracted ; but much more 
by a paſſionate concurrence of the whole Body , and of all che 
Orders of the Provitce, who agreed with him in the ſame Reli- 
gion. He therefore labour'd all Winter to drive out the Garriſons which ne- 
of Ortez,, and Olleron ; ſo that excepting Navarrens , that was Yerrvclels 
kept by the Marquis de Poianme , whom the King had left pur « hore 
Governour there, he overthrew whatever his Majeſty had done, ſpace- 
ſhuffling all chiogs again intotheir former confufion, * 
The Duke of Eſpernon paſs'd away the ſame Winter in Gui- 
' enne , and the greateſt part thereof in the County of Eſparre, 
. Which he had purchas'd trom the Heirs of the late .Hlareſchal de 
jgnon, a Territory in truth -of great beauty, and vaſt exten ; 
though the Revenue was but ſmall, by reaſon the Eſtate was not 
well underſtood: to remedy which the Duke caus'd it to be ſur- 
vey'd in his own preſence, a good husbandry, that was not un- 
rofitable to him, though this Demeſtick advantage was noctthe 
only ſatisfaction he receiv'd in that Country. - 

In the beginning of the enſuing year he there receiv'd news of Anno 
the promotion - the Archbiſhop of Tholouze his Son to the 1621: 
Dignity of a Cardinal: For as che refuſal of this favour had Tc Arch- 
caus'd the former breach berwixt him! , and the Duke de Luines, Tholabr, 
ſo did the Fayourite conceiye that the ſureſt tye by which he could made Car- 

Ccc 2 bind ©" 


Province to 


% 
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Anns bind the Duke to his friendſhip, would be to procure him that 
1621. Addition; wherein he was nothing deceiv'd, it being impoſſible 
WV hecould any way 6blige him more. The Duke look'd upan this, 
as the ſupreme height, and accompliſhment of all the proſpericies 
' he had leftto deſire ; he had already by his Merit , and Services, 
anited a confiderable number of the greateſt Honours, and bra- 
veſt Commands of-the Kingdom in his own perſon , which he 
had morcover procur'd in ſurvivance for his Poſterity : fo that 
nothing remain'd to render him fully ſatisfied with his Fortune, 
ſave only toobrain one of the thiefeſt Dignities of the Church 
for him he had deſign'd to that profeſſion. 

The Duke's 'Yer-was not this-the ſole teſtimony of favour, the Duke re- 
expea'r © ceiy'd by this reconciliation with the Court Mignion; who being 
at a loſs for ſome perſon of great Quality, and/Repuration to re- 
duce Bearne ( which the Marquis de {a Force /hAdexcited to new 
Commuotions) to their Duty, and'Obedience;-and caſting his eye 
= the Duke of -Efpernvn, as a diſintereſted perſon, and capable 
of the greateſt undertaking, he propos'd him to rhe King for this 
employment , who well approving of his choice, the charge of 
this expedition ( wherein his Majeſty ſeem'd'more than ordinari- 

ly concern'd) was forthwith committed to his care. " 
The Duke Neither, if his Majeſty'conferr'd herein a fignal honour upon 
receivers the Dake, can it be deny'd, but that he made as fortunate a choice 
| ' for himſelf, and for the advantage of his Aﬀairs, The' Duke re- 
 ceiv'd his Order at (adillac by la Salndie, which was only in paper, 
without any aſſignation either of men , 'or money, wherewithal 
ro begin the work , but a great clutter of Commiſſions, and diſ- 
patches only ; ſo that the wholg weight of the King's deſign lean'd 
abſolutely upon his Intereſt and Wiſdom ; which it was happy 
were ſo conſiderable, things had ndt elſe ſucceeded as they did : 
bur the Duke had ſo great a deſire ro confirm the King in the good 
opinion he hadalready entertain'd' of his Loyal Intentions , that + 


there was nothing he would nor attempt, to let his Majeſty'ſee, 


he was neither unworthy of this preſent Favour, nor unmindful 
of his former Grace, and Goodnels. | 
Having therefore wiſely conſider'd, that diligence muſt ſtrike 
the greateſt ſtroke in this Aﬀair, and that ſhould he give the Mar- 
quis de la Force leiſure to gather together the Forces of the Hugo- 
not Fation, who were already preparing to joyn in their common 
defenſe, he ſhould engage himlelt ina long, and difficule War ; 
he departed from Cadrlac (1x days after he had receiv'd the King's 
The Doke Command. The firſt day (accompanied only with the Servants 
Joley, Of hisown Family) he went to lic at Langon, another of his own 
Demeaſnes, 
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Demeaſnes, from whence he proceeded without tay as far as Arno 
Mont de Marſan , where he had appointed the Rendezvous for 162i: 
choſe he had invited to fervehis. Majeſty upon this occafion; He vv Wu 
had before he departed from his own houſe writ to divers perſons 
in Guienne,and in his own Governments of Xaintonge , and An- 
goumois to joyn with him; of which ſo few fail'd ro come in, * 
that at the Rendezvons; a handſomer, nor a more numerous bo- 
dy of Gentlemen Volunteers to follow a Subject, and ſerving our 
of his own Government, has hardly been ſeen : Inſomuch that I A grea! 
have heard che Quarter-Maſters ſay they had in their Mufter-Roll 0” = 
at leaſt fourteen hundred Gentlemen : by which ic may begueſg'd, come in to 
what a number of Attendants ſo many Maſters muſt neceſfarily try 
bring in wich them. Bur that which is moſt remarkable herein, Z/p--m in 
is, that moſt of theſe were of Guienne, where the Duke had no- 5 expedi- 
thing to do, and liv'd only in the quality of a private perſon, and *" 

'that though the Duke of Mayenne (who could not wichoue an eye 
of Envy lee ſo many Forces drawn out - of his Government to 
ſerve under. any other than himſelf) did (it may be imagin'd) all 
he could to diflwade people from going in ; the conflux was ne- 
vertheleſs ſo greatchatit ſeem'd the Province had ſent all rhe brave 

Gentlemen ic could make to atrend the Duke in this expedition. 

And theſe were indced almoſt all the Forces he had; neither 
had he ſo many Foot, as Gentlemen in his Army : Tis true that 
Camp-Maſter Yignoles, who commanded ſome Troops in Gui- 
enne, had orders to bring them overto him; and that himlclt (as 
has been ſaid) had Commiſſions in his hands, for the raiſing new 
Leavies;- but his diligence ſupply'd the place of a good Army, 
by which he alſo effeted more, than he could havedone with 
orcater preparations : all the other Furces he made uſe of, being 

_ only ten Companies of the Regiment of Picardy, that he found 

Quarter'd about Ortez: ſo that it is noleſs to be wonder'd at he 

ſhould undertakeſo bard a task, with ſo {mall means to effe&t ir, 

than that he did fo gloriouſly bring abour his delign. 

The Marquis de la Force no ſooner had intelligence that the 71. Ma:- 
Duke was coming againſt him, but chat (lſurpriz'd to have an 9's 4 /- 
Enemy of his experienceto deal withal, and -much more ar the _ 
diligence wherewith he ſaw him haſten to execute his Commis the Duke 
ſion, by which he allo ſaw his deligns would be overthrown) WW inco 
ſent the Baron of Arros, © To entreat him notto be too precipi- Berne. 
© tous in the execution of the King's Commands, and to remon- 

*ftrate to him,Xhar he was ready to do whatever his Majelty 

* ſhould pleaſe ro appoint: That he had already lent a diſpatch 

* tothe King to thatefte, and that he hop'd the Court "_ 

| £ 
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« be ſo ſatisfied with his ſubmiſſions , asto ſpare. him the trouble 
«* of atcdious Journey, his friends a great deal of inconvenience, 


WY < andthe peoplethe diſturbance, and oppreſſion a War muſt of 


* neceflity bring upon them ; adding withal the ancient friend- 
* ſhip, and alliance betwixt them: To which the Duke (who 
was already advanc'd far on his way) return'd anſwer * © Thar 
* having undertaken that Voyage upon no other accompt than 
{© his Majeſties command, he ſhould be very ready to return upon 
& the firſt orders he ſhould receive: That except what concern'd 


the intereſt of his Majeſties Service, he was Monſieur de la Force's 


© Friend, and Servant : That he had not ſought that cmploy- 
6* ment againſt him, and that he ſhould be exceeding glad to hear 
* his Majeſty was ſatisfied with his ſubmiſſions: Bur char till then 


*« © he ſhould notdelay a minute the execution of the Orders he had 


The ſudden 
rercor of h 
the Bearno. 


© receiv'd 5 no conſideration either of his own , his friends, or 
& any other perſon under the Sun, beingof force to divert him in' 
che leaſt from his Duty. 

This firſt Embaſly having therefore taken no effeR,it was ſoon 
ſeconded by another, of which one Charles the principal Mini- | 
ſter of Bearne wasthe Bearer. ** This perſon, in the quality of a 
* Deputy fromthe Countrey, was ſent to repreſent to him the 
** ſterility of the Countrey, the poverty of the Inhabirants, and 
* difficulty of the ways, and the reſolution of the people tomake 
* a ſmart reſiſtance, ſhonld they (who were ar preſent in as good 
*© a diſpoſition as could be defir'd) be urg'd to the laſt extremes : 
© butthe Duke having flatly told him, that the end of his expe- 
* dition was to cauſe the King to be obey'd, and to chaſtiſe all 


E choſe that ſhould rebel againſt him': He was ſent back very 


much aftoniſh'd at ſo brisk a reply. 
The Marquis dela Force that perhaps expected no better a ſuc- | 
ceſs from his deputations (having been well enough acquainted 
with the Duke of Eſpernon, to know he was nota man eaſie to 
be impos'd upon) would therefore make what preparation he 
could to oppoſe him: but he found ſo general a tear , and afto- 
niſhment among the pou , that he evidently ſaw it was to ha- 
Zard his own ruine, ſhould he expetthe Duke's coming into his 
Government, The Bearnois bad no ſooner heard the Duke's 
name, but that they gave themlelves for loſt ; their haughty, and 
declar'd inſolence, with which they bad a few days betore over- 
thrownthe King's Order, and trodden his Authority under foot, 
and their high Vaunts, that they would defend rHir Religion and 


, their Countreys liberty to the laſt man, were conyerted into a Pa- 
_vick terror ; ſothat on a ſudden whole Cities were left defolate, 


men 
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men of the beſt quality among chem, with their Wives, and Fa- 
milies, ſeeking their ſafery in their flight, out of a juſt appre- 
henſion of all the puniſhments an offended Prince might reaſon- 
ably inflict upon a mutinous, and diſobrdient people, 

In this general conſternation of the Bearnois the Duke drew 
near to Ortez, the firſt City in Rebellion he mer upon his way 3 
the Caſtle whereof was of it (elf very ſtrong, and had of late 
been moreover fortified , and furnith'd with all neceſſaries of 


Anno 


1621. 
LWNY 


War, which alſo ſhut up thre paſs of the whole Countrey, and As aloof 


was of ſo advantageous a fituarion, as was very eafie to be defen- 
ded: bur thoſe within, what countenance ſoever they had before 
put on of a reſolute defenſe, no ſooner heard the Duke had ſent 
tor Cannon from Navarrens to force them , but they preſently 
ſurrendred without ſtaying till they could be brought up. 

This ſucceſs was of no little importance to the Duke, who,had 
he met with much oppoſicion in this firſt enterprize, having but 
cen Foot Companies wherewith to form a Siege , no Officers to 
ſerve his Artillery, little Ammunition, no Vietual , Money, or 
any other means to ſubfiſt four days in a place; had been in great 
danger of being ftop'd from making any farther progreſs into the 
Countrey. All which difficulties though he had kad very 
well confider'd, and foreſeen, he would notwithſtanding try the 
experiment , knowing very well, that in matters of War, all 
was not always to be expeRted from an enemy, he cither could, or 
- ſhould do. And from this ſucceſs he took his meaſures of what 
he might promiſe to himſelf in reducing the other Garriſons ; no- 
thing doubting from that time forwards, but he ſhould bring all 
' his other enterprizes toan honourable and ſucceſsful iflue, 


. As the buſineſs of Ortez had given the Duke very good hopes: 


of his expedition, ſo it torally overtarew thoſe of the Marquis 
de la Force, who no ſooner had intelligence of the (ſurrender of 


the Soul- 
diery. 


chis place, butchat he made haſte to be gone, that he might not 


be hemm'd in with the Duke's Forces; whilſt the Duke on the 
other fide, to make his advantage of the aſtoniſhment che Mar- 
quis his-flight muſt of neceſſity leave the whole Country in, ad- 
vanc'd with all diligence from Ortez to Olleron, where ſome for- 
tifications had lately been made , which were alſo at his ap- 


poriny deſerted, without the leaſt ſhew of oppoſition. An un- 


ortunate fellow, a Souldicr, and a Provencal , had been the main 
dire&tor in this work, where he ſuffred himſelf to be ſurpriz'd; 
ſo thatthe Duke, who was oblig'd to make ſome example , was 
not ſorry this wretch ſhould expiare for all thereſt, as according- 
ly he did, being condeman'd by a Council of War, and hang'd ar 
hts 
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his own Barricado, where the poor fellow at his death lamented 
theill fortune he had to be born a Provengal , declaring he was (a- 
crific'd to the Duke's antiquated hatred to thoſe of his Countrey, 
and that his Bitth was his greateſt Crime, though it was neverthe- 
leſs altogether untrue. | | | $y 

» After this there being neither judgment to be paſs'd , nor exe- 


_cution to be done, the Duke went to Nay, to Sales, to Sauveterre, 


The Dake 
quiers? 

Bearne 1n 1 
very ſhort 


time, 


And at very. 
little ex- 
penſe. 
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and laſtly to Pau , wherethe fear of his ſeverity, that had before 
frighted every one from his habication, being converted into an 
abſolute confidence in his Clemency , and Goodnels , every one 
return'd to his own home. The Cities, which at his coming had 
been almoſt torally deſerted, were on a ſudden re inhabited, in- 
ſomuch that from that time forward all the Duke had rodo, was 
only to receive the tenders, and proteſtarions of their: obedience, 
and to ſer down lome Rules for their Civil Regiment ; which 
was order'd with ſo much Juſtice, and Wiſdom, or ſo fortunate- 
ly at leaft, the equality of all things was ſo entirely preſery'd, and 
he took ſuch care to reconcile the intereſts of Religion (wherein 
the incompatibility had been ſo great before, and had with ſo mach 
heat fomented their diviſions) that both parties were ſatisfied with 
the equal ſharcs he divided betwixt them in the publick admini- 
ſtration ; ſince which tinie there has been no revolt, nor commo- 
tion in that Province, it having ever fince continued in peace and .. 
obedience, under the Juſtice of the Duke's Diſcipline , which is 
there inviolately obſery'd to this day. 2 

And all this was perform'd in leſs than three weeks time, his 
Journey thither, his ſtay there, and his return thence , being in | 
all not two months expedition; neither did it coſt the King twelve 
thouſand Livers, I having ſeen the Accompt of the Army, which 
did not in all ariſe to that little ſumme. Tis true withal that the 
Duke reckon'd nothing upon his own account, contenting him- 


ſelf with cauſing ſomae Officers to be paid, that at his inſtance had 


ſerv'd upon this occaſion. So that, by the influence of his own 
name only, heſo ſettled this Province in his Majeſties obedience, 
that it1s at this time, however the moſt remote , perhaps the moſt 
quiet, and obedient Member of his Kingdom. 

If the Duke was careful to keep his own hands clean, in what 
concern'd the King's Intereſt , he was no lels ſolicitous ro keep 
others from embezzeling the Marquis dela Force's Goods, who 
had fled from Pau in ſo great haſte, that he had left his Wardrobe, 
Cabinets, and Papers at random, of all which the Duke took 
care to have an inventory taken, leaving them ſafe, ſeal'd up in the 
cuſtody of a perſon in whom he knew the Marquis repos'd an en- 

tire 


- 
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tiretruſt z Which. being done, he return'd loaden with glory, and 


w 


applauſe, ; but nothing cnrich'd, either with the King's Money 
or the Effates of the.people, not ſo much as of any of thoſe his 
Majeſty had declar;d.to be his enemies , and bu hier were 
lawful prey. ,- . | + ; TR. 
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His Majeſty thought the Duke to be moſi{buſic in the Aﬀairs The Duke 


of Bearne, when he receiv'd news, that he had already done his, of £/p-r»1» 


work,and was about to return.. Neither could the Duke, know- 
ing his:-Majeſty was alre oſc 
andhad laid Siege to St. Feand' Angely, take any reſt, till he had 
travell'd from the 'remgtelt part of the Kingdom , to cxpole his 
life for his Service, in thoſe occaſions wherein he ſaw his Maje- 
Ries Perſon, and Honour o far engag'd : The Leaguer had been 
near 2 month ſer down, when the Duke arrivd, and che King's 
Forces were ſo. much cool'd in their firſt ardour, that in all appa- 
rence the enterprize was not over-ſuddenly to be cfefted ; when 
the Duke's arrival very much chang'd the face of Afﬀairs : Nor 
do I add this to attribute'any thing to him , that isnot juſtly 
his due;; he has ſo much honour beſides, I do not need to forge 
{o ſmall an additionto his Fame : .ncither on the other ſide, - 
thing being perfe&ly true, ought he to be depriv'd of any particle 
of his right. | | | 

The Duke having at his arrival receiv'd from the King the ap- 
plauſedue to his condutt in this expedition of Bearne, and a De- 
claration from his own mouth of his Majeſties high fatisfa&tion, 
whereof he had before receiv'd very favourable teſtimonies inthe 
ſeveral diſpatches had been ſent him : He humbly entreared his 
Majeſty, that he might for the future have the honour to lervein 
his own Army, and attending upon his own Perſon; and thac 
he would further be pleas'd, wherein his Majeſty ſhould vouch» 
ſafe to employ his Service, that he might have the priviledge to 
receive his Commands immediately from his own mouth : a fa- 


vour that hecaſily obcain'd. Now thereaſon why the Duke made. 


this requeſt, was, becauſe alittle before the Kings m_——_— from 
Paris, the Duke de Luines (as Favourite, not being 1 
his Fortune, unleſs he rais'd it above all the other great men ot 


was alrcady grappled with thoſe of the Religion, * 


recrurns OuCt 
of Bearre, 

0 the Siege 
f 


of Sr. Fein 
de Angely. 


atisfied with The King's 
great favour 


; d juſti 
the Kingdom) had made ſuit to be honour'd withtthe Dignity of wee Duke| 
- Conſtable of France : . to arrive at which degree ( which he WW Eſpernens 


might well foreſee would create himi much envy) having had oc- from his ex- 
caſton to make uſe of the Duke de V E/diguieres, he would mani- P**/*192 ot 


fcft his Gratitude for the good Offices he had receiv'd at his hands 
upon that occafion, by dividing with him the Employments of 


' this braye Command ; wherein reſerving to himſelf the honour 
| | Ddd and 


Bearne. 


386 


The Hiſtory of the Life of Parr II. 


Anno 
16211. 
WY 


and emoluments of the place : The Duke de Þ Eſdiguieres, under 
the Title of Mareſchal General de Camp, executed all the FunCtions, 
and trouble of ir. The Duke of Eſpernon therefore, finding at his 
coming to this Siege ſo many Commanders in Chief, reprefented 
to his Majeſty : ©© That fince he had firſt had the honour to bein 
&* Armies, he had never been commanded wy but the Kings his 
« Maſters , nor hadeeyer receiv'd Orders, bur from them: That 
© thereforein the age he now was, ke ſhonld be very froward} 
* 2nd refraRory, to loſe that advantage, and to be ſubjeed to 
*©the Mareſchal de F Eſdiguieres, whoſe worth , though he had'in * 
* high honour and eſtcem, he beliey'd nevertheleſs, chat the Ma- 
&©reſchal birnſelf would nor pretend co be above him : Thar he 
* was both an older General, an older Officer'of the Crown, and 
« of much longer ſtanding, than the other, in all the Dignities to 
* which they had both been advanc'd; and that therefore he al- 
© ſur'd himtelf his Majeſty-would net deprive him of a preemi- 
* nencedueto his age, whereunto the Kings his Predeceſlors had 


 *raigd him,arid wherein'they had ſo long maintain'd'him,which 


* was the only thing he had to' defire of his Majeſty , that he 
* might live ſatisfied in his Service. Neither did the King flick 
franckly to gratific him in his requeſt, which was alſo allowed to 
beſo reaſonable by all, that even thoſe whoſe intereſt it had been 
co diſpute it , chearfully acquicſc'd in his defign. - 

After this the Duke going to view the Leaguer , he cſpecially 
Raid at that Poſt, where the Marquis de la Palette his Son (who. 
had one of the approaches committed to his Condu) comman- 
ded in Chief, and where not being able to contain himſelf with» 
inthe diſcretion of a Superficial Survey , the preſent danger cal- 
ling up his wonted Valour, and the froft of old Age, not being of 
force to freeze his natural heat, he had no fooner ſpy'd in the 
Trenches one of the eldeſt Captains of the Regiment of Guards, 
but char calling him ro him, he made him mount with him npon = 
the Paraper, at open view of the Enemy, to conſider the ſtrength, 
and ſituation of the place, with the order of the Siege. Thoſe 
who were with him, were not a little troubled to ſee him with- 
out any neceſſity expoſc himſelf to ſo manifeſt a peril; neither did 
they fail (chough they from the Town ſufficiently ſhew'd him 


that, by the numerous Muſquet-ſhot they made at him) to repre- 


ſentto him ſeveral times the danger he was in : but he, taking no 
notice of them that preſs'd him.in vain to retire, continued till 
his diſcourſe with the Captain, ſhewing him here and there what 
he obſery'd to be well, or ill diſpos'd in the order of the Leaguer, 
with as much indifferency, as he had been in the ſecureſt place in 
rhe 
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the world : apiece of bravety, "tis ſaid , the old Souldier could Amns 
have been well content to have been excus'd from; it being, as 162r. 
he conceiv'd, very much out of ſeaſon : when the Duke having WW 
told him in the end, that it was fit they ſhould ler the young peo- 

ple ſee,their white Beards were not to be frighted away with noiſe, 

he came down ac laſt, ro the aſtoniſhment of all in the Trenches, 

who ſaw theaCtion, that he could carry it with that unconcern- 

edncls, and ſtrange ſecurity, in ſo deſperate a place. 

The Duke, having thus taken a view of the Town, gave him- Tie Dake | 
ſelf inftruRions for their further proceeding in their Works, which - Tan 
the Marquis his Son executed with ſo extraordinary diligence chat bimlelt co 
they had ſoon made their approaches to the very graff of the City, ****'<5** 
and had nothing lett todo, bur to open their Trench. We were in 
thoſe times very raw in Sieges, and the way of opening a Trench 
was lo new , that very few knew which way to go about that 
kind of Service; wherein the Duke highly manifeſted his courage 
and experience, and to ſuch a degree, that all the reft, who had 
hicherto had the ordering of the Siege, ſeem'd only Speators of 
his condu&, all the other works either totally ceaſing, or being 

-  butnegligently carried on, and his only going forward 3 as indeed 
it was on that partthat the Town was taken. | 

Having therefore ſer a time for the opening the Trench, which 
was St. Fobn's Eve, the Duke went that morning very early to the 
Trenches ; and having the night before prepar'd all chings ready 
for his deſign, and amongſt other things given order to the Ot- 
ficers of the Artillery, to play cheir Cannon by break of day to 
. beat down the defenſes of the City, he was by the noiſe of this 
Battery call'd up from his Quarters. The Enemy on the other 
{ide, having intelligence of what was intended againſtthem, had - 
prepar'd to make a reſolute reſiſtance; ſo that though the Can- 
non, which, from two Batteries rais'd upon the very edge of the 
Graffe , had in two hours time by near upon five hundred ſhot 
made great ruines in the Walls, yer had they not prevail d (c far, 
bur there were ſtill rwo Flanckers remaining, which cut the Duke 
off a great many very worthy mcen,as well of his own Domeſtick 
Servants, as others his very particular Friends The Marquis de la Tlie Mat-' 
Palette (who ſhar'd with his Father in the glory of this aQtion) gu &/« 
was at the opening this Trench wounded by a Muſquet-ſhot ceives a 
which broke his ankle bone all in pieces : Carbonnie Captain of Muſquzr- | 
the Guard to the late Duke de Biron, a wan of great Valour, and "oF wh 
a particular Seryantof the Duke's by a Muſquet-ſhot inthe head 42h. 
was there (lain : Brignemont the Gentleman of the Duke's Horſe, 
and Brother to the ( ount de Maille, receiv'd another in his thizh, 
Ddd z of 
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 »Anns of which hedied a few hours after, as alſo many others were 
1621. cither ſlain out-right , or dangerouſly wounded : which hapned 
WY byan inconvenience for which there was no remedy, which was, 
that the Graffe of the City being excecding deep, the Trench corfd 
not be carried on fo low , but that they were neceflicated -co ile 
from a great height into it ; by which means moſt of thoſe,who 
had threwn themſelves into that danger, receiv'd this difadvan- 
rage, before the Ditch could be fill'd up wich Bavins : but how 
oreat ſoever the danger was , the Duke never'ſtirr'd-from the 
mouth of the Trench, burſtood open, and expos'd ,* and: in his 
Doublec only, till he had ſcenthe Quarter made, ' which by *Ex- 
cheres, and le Roc two Aides de Camp, 'was at laft brought to per- * 
feRion,; thelaſt of which was ſlainin the -artempr,, 'the- other 
came morchappily off, though it was only ſoon! after ir a very 
handſome a&ion, to meet the ſame tnisfortnne. "The day after, 
the Duke having renewed his Batterics ,, and by them made the 
two Flanckers uſeleſs, which rendred that Poſt very unfafe ;'the 
belieg'd fell into ſo great a fear, that ſeeing our men already lodg/d 
atthe foot of their Walls, and that the Miners' were abour to 
ſappe, they ſued to be admirted to Capirulation ,' attriburing-by 
= Pow common conſent the whole honour of the Siege: to the 'Duke of 
ngely ſur- k x , , 
rendred. Eſpernon, as indced by his conduct it was evidently two ' months 
advanc'd. | 
For the reſt, as the Duke had moſt contributed to the reducing 
this place, or becauſe it was a member of hjs Government , or 
that his Authority was more ablolute with*rhe'Souldier than any 
of the reſt, or out of deference to his Command as Colonel ; -or 
out of the reſpe& his age, and merit had ' acquird him above all 
others : upon ſome, or all theſe conſiderations it was ſo'order'd, 
that he himſclf was the firſt man thatemter'd intothe Town. And 
happy it was for that poor City he did ſo; for ſome French and 
Swiſſe Foot, having got over the ruines of the Breach(whilſt choſe. 
within were intent aboutletting ſuch as were appointed: roenter 
. _  intotheGates) were already upon the ſpoil; and principally buſie 
The Duke about plundering the Miniſters houſe, which the Duke having 
of ©/p-r»» notice of, he ran himſelf immediately to the place, where-he 
7$95hies of caus'd all that had been taken away to be reſtord, drave away the 
St. Fe-n de reſt from the other houſes, and ſer all things in'order; a care in 
Co kd him whereof I was a witneſs, and without which the'King had 
by che Soul- had the diſhonour to have ſeen his faith violated before his -own 
os eyes : bur the Duke by this ation made it plain; thar if heknew 
how to conquer, he knew as well how to provide'forthe ſafety of 
thoſe he had overcome. h 
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.  Allche Commotions of thole, of the, Religion having taken Anno 
- buch from..che Rochellers obſtinacy, to continue the Aſlembly i624. 
they had called cogerher in their City, in defiance of the King's PAD. 
- expres Command, , and that they ſtill continued to uphold to the of Eſperacd's 
prejudice of. his Royal Authority ; his Majefties Council con- <-19y- 
ceiv'dic morethan aliccle concern'd his reputation, to make this 7,2 
mutinous people feel the ſmarr, their contumacy, and diſobedience 
had ſo, highly deſerv'd. Theill example of chis City, had fo cor- 
. Taptedthe other parts of the Kingdom , and had begor ſo many 
diſturbances to the publick peacc, as had neceſſicarcd his Majeſty. 
.in. his own perſon, to run up and down. to lo many ſeveral places 
. to ſuppreſs.chem, . that in the beginning he could never be ar lei- 
ſure ro fir down before Rechelle, rhe living ſource of all choſe mi(- 
chicks 3 as. he did ſome years after, and that with a ſucceſs poſte- 
. Tity Will hereafter look upon, as a prodigy of Fortune, and Con- 
.du&ticBur for an undertaking of that dithculcy , and importance, 
' It. was neccllary his Majeſty ſhould make choice of ſome Subjc&t 
. of great Valour, and approv'd Fidelity,and ſuch a one as could no 
way. be ſuſpeRted to have imelligence , either with the Rochellers 
 them(clves, or any others of.cheir party : qualities that appear'd 
..ſo eminent in the perſon of, the Duke of E{pernon , as that they 
ſeem'd to be in him united to no other end, chan to point him 
our for this Employment. To which may be added , that as be- 
ing Governour of the Country of Aulnis , where Rochelle ood, 
as allo of the bardering Proyinces. of Xaintonge, and Angoumoss ; 
he could for a necd upon the ſingle accompr of his own 1ntereſt, 
and Authority, draw ſo great Forces from thoſe places to his al- 
 ſiſtance, that his Majeſty ſhould notin the leaſt be neceſſitated ro 
lacken the vigour and progrels of his other ViRorics, for any 
accident that could happen on that fide. 
Upon theſe conſiderations his Majeſty reſolv'd to confer upon The Duke 
. him the Command of the Army before Rochelle , the diſpatches ——_— ; 
whereaf were Sign'd at Cognac the 4th. of uly , and ar the end of the Army ar 
the ſame month, the Duke preſenced himſelf betore Rechelle , fo ©2** 
diligent he was in the execution of his Charge. He had only four 
chouſand Foot, and fix hundred Horle, wherewirhal to block up 
this great City, whereof the Regiment of Eſtifſac (which ſoon 
after tell co the (ount de Bury) of the old, bur one of the leaſt of 
the old Regiments, was one; the others were all new rais'd 
men, and commanded by le Cheyalier dela Valetre, Chaſtelers, Bar- 
bt, Caſtelbayart , and Saint Geme. The Horle were indeed excced- 
ing ſprightly, and good, and thoſe compos'd of rhe Company of 
the Queens Gens d' Armes, commanded by the Baron de Chantal. 
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Anno of that of the Camp-Maſter to the.Light-Horſe, commanded by 
1621. Viantais, of the Company of the Duke's Gens-d' A7mes, and ſome 
WY other very good Troops. He had for Mareſchanx de (amp , d' Au- 
riac Couſin to the Duke de I Eſdiguieres, a Gentleman of great va- 
lour and experience, Biron Brother to the late Mareſchal of Prance, 
Sauvebeuf, and le Maſſe, Lieutenant ro the Company of Gens- 

d' Armes. 
He obtains The Duke finding he ſhould ſtand in great need of an Inten- 
eur Aras dant de Juſtice to caſe him in part of the trouble, and care of his 
4 eAn'ry command, he caſt his cye upon Monſieur de 4utry,Nephew to Pre- 
no Cha?” fident Seguier his very intimare friend, for that purpoſe, whom he 
France, tor recommended to the King , paffionarely beſeeching his Majeſty 
-" pang ro inveſt him with 'that Employment : a perſon that we have 
chis expedi- fince ſeen rais'd to the ſupreme Dignity of Chancellor of France , 
you an Office that he does at this day diſcharge with ſo unblemiſh'd a 
repute, as is nothing inferiour to the greateſt men of thoſe who 
have preceded him in that charge ; though at this time+he had 
been bur lately admitted into the Council in the quality of Ma- 
ſter of Requeſts. He had not long continued with the Duke, be- 
fore he gave as favourable a CharaQter of his worth , and merit, 
as could poſſibly belong to a man of his condition , judging him 
thence forward worthy,and capable of all the great preferments a 
man of his Robe, and Profeſſion, could reaſonably expeR, or pre- 

tend unto, = | 

So ſoon as the Troops appointed for this Service could be 
drawn together, the Duke appointed the Rendezyous to be abour 
Surgercs, a houſe belonging to the Baron de Montendre, which he 
rook up for his own Quarter, and, withour giving the Enemy fur- 
ther reſpite, brought them two days after before the City, to try if 
the Rechellers, who had had time enough to prepare themlelyes, 
would be ſo brave, as to receive him in the Field; though they | 
contented themfelves with beſtowing upon him ſome 
Volleys of their great ſhot only ( which did no body any 
hurt at all ) without once offering to ſtir out of their Walls. 
Athis return from this little piece of bravery , the Duke came to 
take up his Quarters in two great Burroughs,a quarter of a League 
The Duke diſtant from one another , whereof that he made choice of for 
ay anpes his own Poſt was called la Farrie , and the other Croix-Chapean, 
narters Where he diſpos'd the reſt of his Army (as eldeſt Camp-Maſter 
F ON 9" under the command of d' Auriac. The diſtance of the Quarters 
1 fromtheCiry was a League, or thfereabouts, far enough to diſco- 
ver the Enemy a great way , ſhould he attempt to diſturb him, 
and not lo far neither as to leave him roo much liberty of the 


Field. : Having 
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Having chus ſerrled his Quarters, he began to plant Garriſons Anno 


upon all the Avenuesof the City, as well to keep the Enemy-in, 162+. 
as alſo to cut off from them all Commerce wich the-adjacent WO 


 Countrey : In ſuch places as he found either Caſtles, or Churches 

he lodg'd them there, making ſhife elſewhere with Mills , and 
private houſes. Which Garriſons.in ſome places conſiſted of an 
hundred, in others of fifty men : but ſcarce any above an hun- 
dred. Totheſe he gave particular inftru&tions to take eſpecial no- 
tice of all things within the obſervation of their own Quarter ; 
to ſtop all ſuch as would either offer to go- into, er come out of 
the City ; andto hinder the Enemy from gathering in their Har» 
veſts of Corn and Wine. The Foot being thus order'd, he caus'd 
the third partof the Cavalry ro mount every day to Horſe to 
ſcour the Field, evento the very Gates of Rochelle: So that ſhould 
any thing by chance paſs by the Foot, it was almoſt impoſſibleto 
eſcape the Horſe : by which means thoſe few Forces being care- 


fully provided for, and ſo advantageouſly quarter'd, did in a few . 


months ſo incommodate the Rechellers,that they found themſelves 
abſolutely depriv'd of all manner of Relict by Land; infomuch 
that had any Shipping at the ſame time been employ'd to block 
up the Channel, they could nor, without all doubt , long have 
wreſtled with thoſe neceffities they muſt have apparently fallen in- 
to : butthis was a Viftory too glorious to be reſery'd for any 
other than the King himſelf. 

Of all theſe little Garriſons (which (cheugh they had drawn no 
lines of Communication) made ſhift nevertheleſs tro make up the 
Circumyallation of the City) there was never any one forc'd by 
the Enemy : 'tis very true that they had attempred upon ſame of 
them, both by day, and by night : but the Duke having ever 
becn ſeaſonably alarm'd, alwayes came intimecnough to relieve 
his own men, andto make the Enemy with loſs to retire: Loſ- 
ſes that were at laſt ſo frequent, and conſiderable, as that it is moſt 
certain they loſt in ſeveral engagements, berwixt ewelve, and fif- 
teen hundred men : Whereof lomeof thoſe Skirmiſhes had been 
ſo brisk, as that therein ſometimes two, ſometimes three hundred 
men were left dead upen the place; beſides a great number of 
Citizens, and Officers of note taken Priſoners, whoſe Ranſomes 
were very conſiderable, 

The Duke every week duly twice, ſometimes thrice mounted 
on horſeback in his own perſon to viſit his Quarters; which 
could not be done, without coming very near the Town : and 
this commendation is due to the Rochellers, that they never ſaw the 
Duke's Horſe approach their Ciry , without ſallying _ 

jr- 
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Skirmiſh : but itis alſa as true, that they never return'd with the 
leaſt advantage. | 
They were ſometimes ſo bold, as to attempt upon the Duke's. 
own Quarters; but they were no more fortunate in aſflaulring,: 
than when they were themſelves aflaulted. I ſhall not undertake: 
2 Narrative bo all the ſeveral aQions that paſs'd in the beginning 
of this Siege, though very remarkable in themlelues , foraſmuch 
as they did notdeterminethe buſineſs : There-was one great en- 
gagement at la Moulinette, another at la Font, another at Tadon, - 
and ſo. many others that the Duke, and the Marquis de la Palette 
his Son (who alwayes made one upon all occaſions) ran very of- 
ten very great hazard of their lives. The firſt whereof bad the 
brims of his Hat bor'd through with a Muſquer-ſhot in one En- 
counter, and the cruncheon he carried in his hand broke all to 
picces with another Muſquert-ſhot in another , the Marquis had 
one of his Stirrop-leathers carried away, and his Horſe kill'd un- 
der him with ſuch another ſhot: butche Enemy having in thele 


Skirmiſhes'loft a great number of their beſt men , and many of. 


their Citizens (a lols at which they were more concern'd, than-for 
theGentlemen of the beſt quality of their party )they art laft reſoly'd 


to make no more Sallies , contenting themſelves for the future, 


with defending the circuit' of their own Walls, and preſerving 
their City from the praRtices and intelligence the Duke main- 
tain'd with ſome of the Inhabitants 5 which-was gone ſofar, that 
thelc he had dealt withal , were upon the point te deliver him up 
one of the Gates of the City; when upon ſeveral conjectures, 
the Magiſtrates having found out the truth at laſt , they expos'd 
the parties ( whom they call'd Traytors) to the violence of 
the people, by whom they were allcorn to pieces. 

After the Rocbellers had taken a reſolution no more to hazard 
their Forces in the Field, ſome active ſpirits in the Ciry impatient 
of lying idle, and immur'd, laid ſeveral deſigns to go further off 
to make trial of their Yalour : amongſt whom la Noe was one 
of the firſt, and moſt eager, though not the moſt fortunate_jn the 
execution of his deſign. This Gentleman upon the intelligence he 
had receiv'd, that the Count de la Rochefoucault was parted trom his 
Government of Poifou, on purpoſe to come viſit the Duke at 
la Farrie, had laid himſelf in ambuſh in the Foreſt of Benon to 
ſurprize him ; but the Duke advertiz'd of his March by the Coun- 
trey people (who (to preſerve their Houſes from firing, and chem- 
ſelves from puniſhment ) never fail'd diligently ro inform of 


whatever they could diſcover of the Enemies deſigns) lending 


out his Company of Gens-d' Armes, took 1a Noe in his own Am- 
| buſcado 
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buſcado; where, after he had made all the reſiſtance could be 
expected from a very. gallant man,, he was ar laſt conſtrain'd te 
give way to his ill fortune, and to yield. He was therefore brought 
priſoner to the Duke, who for ſometime entertain'd him in his 
Camp with all imaginable civilicy ; giving him leave moreover 
upon his parole to go {ce his Mother in Poifton,: of which the 
King beinginform'd, his Majeſty gave the Duke co underſtand 
he was inhairely diſſatisfied with that favourable proceeding to- 


wards 2 man, by whom he had been ſo often , and fo highly + 


offended; commanding withal that he ſhopld forthwith ſend 


him tothe Priſon belonging to the Parliament of Bordeaux , that 


he might there be brought to his Trial. La Noje in the mean 
time had (urrendred his perſon to the Duke to difingage his word ; 
whom the Duke (who could now no longer allow him the li- 
berty of his Camp) ſent away by two of his Guard to the Caſtle 
of Angouleſme. La Neve in this condition, and advertis'd of the 
expreſs and reiterated Orders the King had ſent tothe Duke, to 


uſe him no longer as a priſoner of War, but as a Criminal, and a 


Rebel, began to apprehend he ſhould at laſt be deliver'd up into 


the hands of Juſtice indeed : and conſequently thence forward | 


began to think of making his eſcape ; as inthe end, either through 
the negligence, or connivance of his Keepers he did ; by that 
means delivering the Duke from the perplexity he was in, either 
of offending the King by inſiſting too long againſt his Majeſties 
pleaſure for this Gentlemans preſervation, or of giving his con- 
ſent and afſiſtance to the ruine of a man of. his condition, which 
he could very hardly have cver perſwaded himſelf co do. 

Whilſt che Duke lay before this place, he had ſeveral propoſt- 
tions made to him, about the ſhutting up ofthe Haven , for ſuch 
of his Majeſties Veſlels as were commanded to lic in the mouth 
of this Channel, finding they were not ableto hinder the entrance 
intoitto any that had a mind togoin; ſome other way was to 
be try'd to deprive the belteg'd i, the benefit of this Pals. Pom- 
peo Targone therefore, an Italian Engineer of great repute, and that 
had long ſerv'd in the King of Spain's Armies in Flanders , was 
ſent to view the diſpoſition of the place , and to conſider of the 


The firſt 
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means by which the Port was to be rendred uſcleſs : In order 


whereunto having, long conſider'd the nature of the Channel, he 


propounded at latt a Machine, which was an Eftacade, or kindof 


Hoating Fort ; though the Duke could never reliſh thar propoſi- 
tion , always dilpating it muſt be ſome ſolid body that could 
block up the mouth of this Harbour , and demonſtrating withal 
which way it wasto be done: The very ſame in truth they were 
Eee at 
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Anns atlaft faintorcſolycupon, after having made a vain and fruicleſs 
1621. trialof allthereft. Ihaveyet by me a Copy of what he after- 
WY wards writ to the Duke of Angouleſme upon this very ſubje&, 


The ſorpri- 
zal of the 
Ifle of Ma- 
ron by the 
Duke of E/- 


pernos. 


ducement of this place. 


when that Duke commanded before the place : So that i may con- 
fidencly ſay, the Duke of Eſpernon , what by his own proper For- 
ces (as in his firſt expedition before Rochelle) what by his condu& 
of the King's (as upon this occaſion) and what by hisadvice (as 
we ſhall hereafter ſee) did no litcle contribute to the glorious re« 
The Duke did yet another thing before he quitted his Com- 
mand, which was nota little conducing to this great ſucceſs. The 
Iſlc of Maran was of fo great importance tothe execution of this 
Enterprize, that it has ever been thought, whilſt the Rechellers 
ſhould haveit at their diſpoſe, a thing almoſt impoſſible to take 
that City, by reaſon of the communication this Iſland gave them 
with Poiffou, from whence they might at great eaſe, and without 
any impediment at all, ſupply thernſelyes at any time , with all 
ſorts of Relief. The Baron de Chandolan, a man of great quality, 
and merit, who at this time ſhew'd himſelf very affe&ionateto the 
King's Service, was Governour of this I{le , but he was notwith- 
Randing of the Rochellers Religion : ſothat the fidelity of a man, 
who having Religion for his pretenſe might, whenever he pleas'd, 
and without any blemiſh to his reputation , ſeparate himſelf 
from his Majeſties intereſt, was not in reaſon altogether to be 
rely'd upon , and the Duke alſo fear'd left he might be perſwaded 
into a thing he might do with great ſecurity , and almoſt withour 
reproach. He therefore took up a reſolution to poſſeſs himſelf of 
this Ile, to prevent any inconvenience for the time to come; and 
having recciv'd his Majeſties command to do it by the beſt means 
he could contrive, he roſe from his Quarters one of the coldeſt 
nights in Winter; a time when all the Dirches of the Iſland were 
frozen up, and which the Duke therefore choſe, as it rendred his 
acceſs more ealic for the execution of his deſign. He therefore 
commanded ſome Foot Companies to ſteal over ſilently , and by. 
fingle Files, who that very night poſleſs'd themſelves of all the Ave- 
nues ; and in the morning, having caus'd the lce to be broken, 


that he might himſelf paſs over with his Horſe , he made himlſclf 


Maſter of the Iſland without the leaſt oppolition : an ation that 
nevertheleſs he undercook with great relu&ancy , ſo great an af- 
feion and eſteem he had for che Governour : but his Duty ever 
carried it with him above all conſiderations. The Chevalier de Y a» 
lute was therefore eſtabliſh'd in this Ile , and very opportunely ; 
for had not the Duke taken this courſe, and that the Rochellers 

who 
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- who had 2 deſign to ſeize It., had once got footing there , great Anng 


force, agd vaſt expenſe muſt have been employ'd to remove them : 


1621, 


but the Duke by this foreſight lav'd th: King that charge, and 


labour. | 

Certainly never was War carried on at greater convenience for 
- the Souldier, than in this Countrey , which by ics ſituation , and 
vicinity to the Provinces of Poiftou , Xaintonge, and Angoumois, 
lay ſo exceeding conveniently for the bringing in of all ſorts of 
Proviſion, and other neceſlaries, that they were ſcarce to be had in 
oreater abundance, or at cheaper rates in the beſt Cities of the 
Kingdom, than they were in the Camp continually to be ſold; 
as alſo the people came in with their commodities with as great 
confidence, and ſecurity, as to the publick and ordinary Markets : 
and they might do ſo, the leaſt violence to any Higler, Sutler , or 
other Proviſionary Perſon, being a crime o capital, as never eſ- 
cap'd unpuniſh'd, By which we may judge how much the con- 
tinuation of our civil diflentions has impair'd the flouriſhing 
condition the Kingdom was then in, and how much the conſtitu- 
tion of War by being grown older, is alter'd from whar it us'd to 
be inthoſe betrer times. _ | 

Whilſt the Duke thus bravely acquitted himſelf of his Com- 
mand before Rochelle, his Majeſty had alſo with extraordinary 
vigour proſecuted his defigns in Guiexne ; where he had compell'd 
molt ot the places poſleſs'd by thoſc of the Religion in that Pro- 
vince to ſubmit to his Authority and Power. Of which he had 
reduc'd Bergerac, Saint Foy, Puimirol, Tournon, Monflanquin, with 
feveral others, beſicg'd, and taken Clerac, and ar laſt laid Siege 
to Montauban, though herein he had not been ſo ſucceſsful, as in 
his other enterprizes: ſothar the year ending with this variety of 


Events, his Majeſty was conſtrain'd to return to Pars, to let the - 


ſtormy quarter blow over , that he might in a more tavourable 
ſeaſon recommenceghhe interrupted progreſs of his Arms. 

In his Majeſtics return to Parw , a little paltry place ficuated 
upon the banks of the River Garonne, call'd Monhurt, had the im- 
pudence to ſtand out againſt the Royal Army ; an inſolence which 
though it receiv'd its due reward, prov'd notwithſtanding fatal to 


The King's 
exploits in 
Gujenne. 


the Duke de Luines , who by a burning Feaver there ended his The Year" 


days: by whoſedeccaſc both the place he poſleſs'd in the King's 
fayour, as allo the Office of Conſtable of France became void : 
The Duke of Mayenne had likewiic a few days before leſt a vacan- 
cy in the principal Government of the Kingdom, which was that 
of Guienne, by a Muſquer-ſhot he receiv'd in his head before 
Montauban; by the fall of which two great Miniſters che King 

Eee 2 (as 


of che Dilege 
de Lunines. 
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Anne (as we ſhall hercafter ſec) had means to recompenle the Serviees 
1621. of the Dukeof Eſpernon, and the Mareſchal de I Eſdiguieres , two 
WW of the eldeſt, and beſt deſerving Servants of. his Crown. 
The Winter was no ſooner a little abated of irs fury , but that 
thoſe of the Religion , more elevated with the raiſing of che 
Siege of Mentaubon, than they had been dejedted with the loſs of 
ſo many other places, as the King had taken from them, reok the 
ficld to give tis Majeſty a new, and greater provocation than be- 
fore. Of theſe Soubize was thefirſt that fell in his Majeſtics way, 
who having fortified himſelf in the lle of Ree, and ſome other 
Iſlands of Foifos, thought the difficulcy of their acceſs would 
rote& him from the Royal Power: but heſoon found that all 
placesare firm Land to Kings; when bis Majeſty overcoming all 
difficulties, that oppos'd his way, paſs'd over the Marſhes, and 
his own Fortifications within them, to fall upon him , where he 
gave him ſo notable a defeat, that he could nor of a long time af- 
ter recover thatblow, nor put himlſelf again into any tolerable 
poſture of War. $123 AO1316 
"Inno So ſoon as the Duke of Eſpernon had intelligence of the King's 
1622. motion towards thoſe Provinces , where he had the honour to 
The Duke command, he deſign'd a Journey to his Majeſty , to give him an 
ills arg accompt of thoſe diſcoveries he had made whilſt he lay before 
Kingas Rochelle, that were of greateſt importanceto his deſign : a defire 
| Peittierz: he had no ſooner acquainted his Majeſty withal, butthat he gave 
him leaveto come to him to Poiftiers ; where he accordingly ar- 
rivdin the beginning of the year 1622. He could not poſſibly de- 
fire a more favourable reception,than his Majeſty was here pleasd 
to give him, who openly declar'd himſelf infinicely ſatisfied wich 
his Service : neither indeed could ir by any one have been per- 
form'd with greater fidelity, or to better effe&t : ſo that the King 
being reſolutely bent to puniſh the Rochellers diſobedience, had a 
great defare, that the Duke ſhould ſtill pwtſve the Siege, as he 
had begun : Bur the Count de Sorſſons a young Prince of great cou- 
rage and expeQaticn, having been prompted by his triends to 
ask ſome employment, he was not handſomly to be denied any 
thing almoſt he could demand, every thing he would pretend to 
ſceming juſtly due to his Birth, and meric. Amongſt all the Com- 
mands of the Kingdom, that the Duke had before Rochelle was, 
without all diſpure, the moſt honourable, and the Duke had no- 
tice given him a few days after his return to his Camp, of the im- 
portunare ſuit the ( ount de Soiſſons made to havethe Command 
. of the Army under his charge conferr'd upon him ; an intelli- 
gence that perhaps the informer preſum'd would have been very 
unwelcome 
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unwelcome to him : bur if the Duke knew how to ſtand upon 
bis punQilio, and to hold his own amongſt his equals, he alſo 
better underſtood than any man of the Kingdom, what deference 
was ducto the Princes of the Blood. He was therefore no ſooner 
advertis'd of the Count's deſire, but that he was himſelf the firſt 
man to ſecond it; repreſenting to his Majeſty in his diſparches 
how much it ſtood him upon to favour the inclinations .of this 
young Prince, that he might the ſooner be made capable of per- 
forming thole Services his Majeſty was one day to expect fram his 
Valour and ConduR. He alſo renew'd the ſame inſtances by word 


of mouth, when his Majelty came a few'days after out of Poi- ' 


Elon into Xaintonge ; though when all was done he himſelf would 
never be prevail'd upon to ſerve any more in this Army under 
this new General. Monſieur 4 Herbaut Secretary of State, his old 
and particular friend, was commanded by the King to ſpeak to 
him about it, who repreſented to him : © Thar his Majeſties in- 

* tention herein, was nor inthe leaſt to diminiſh his Authoric 
*«< in the Army, nortocut him off in the leaſt from the exerciſe 
* of his Command : Thar if they took from him the vanity of 
_ *a Title only, they added much more to his effetial power : 
© Thatthe Army being augmented by one half (as it was to be) 
< there was no honourable exploit he might not be able t6 per- 
* form by ſuch an addition of Forces, ſince withlo few, as he 
* had hitherto commanded, he had, ro ſo glorious a pitch, ad- 
« vanc'd his Majeſties deſigns : That his Majeſty intended all 
* things ſhould be order'd by his wildom , 'and that this Prince's 
* youth might be govern'd by his experience; to the end that un- 
© der lo excellent a Diſcipline, he might betimes becrain'd up to 
* the profeſſion of Armes. The Count allo cither of his own accord, 
or by the King's order ſent him the ſame complemencar the ſame 
time; butthe Duke perliſting never co have dependence upon 
other than Kings (from whom he laid, and from no other , all 
things by men of his condition, were to be expe&ed_) he humbly 
beſought his Majeſty to excule him from this employment , en- 
treating Monſieur d' Herbant to tell the King from him : © Thar 
© he did rfot think himſelf Souldier enough to inſtru this 
= young Prince ſo well, as he ought to be, butthar he likewiſc 

* thought himſelf too old to begin to learn of any whomſoever. 
After the Duke had ſent the King this anſwer by Mouſteur d' 
Herbaut, and that he knew it had been well receiv'd , he went 
himſelt che ſame day to his Majeſty,where he told him : ** That 
© he could neverenough commend the good reſolution his Ma- 
*jelty had taken in the Count's fayour : That he did with all bis 
heart 
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* © heart reſign into his Majeſties bands thoſe Forces he had done 


* him the honour to entruſt him wirhal, wichourt diminution of 
© aumber, and ſome encreaſe of Repuration : That of all the 
© gther Seryices he had heretofore pertorm'd for his Majeſty, and 
the Kings his Predeceſſors, inthe long courſe of his life, he had 
* ever expected his reward from their bounty , without importu- 
* ning them with his demands : bur that he ſhould not do fo 


| * here, being reſoly'd to take upon him the boldneſs to make one 


The Duke 
of E ſpernon 
ſent ro lay 
Siepeto 
Ryan. 


< requeſt; which as it would neither incommodate his Majeſties 
« Aﬀairs, nor impair his treaſure, he hop'd would not. be de- 


* ny'd, andthat was only, that his Majeſty would give him leave 


«to ſerve about his own perſon in the ſimple condition of a Vo- 
<«]unteer: That bis Governments of Xaintonge, and Angoumors, 
« being ſecure, whilſt an Army ſhould lie beforc Rochelle, his 
© preſence would be altogether unneceſlary there; and that there- 


« fore he hursbly begg'd he might partake of thoſe dangers:, to 
&© which his Majefty was about to expoſe his own perſon; and 


« that though he was now grown old, he found he had never- 


* theleſs ſtrength, and vigour enough remaining to dye in ſome 
© olorious day, with a Pike in his hand, at his Majeſties ftirrop. 
Which being ſaid, his Majeſty embracing him in his arms, re- 
eurn'd this anſwer : ** That he did very freely grant him that re- 


© compenſc, and thatif he had many Servants on whom to be- - 
« tow thelike, and who knew ſo well how to makeuſe of it, he 


* ſhould think himſelf a much greater Prince than he was : That 
* notwithſtanding he did not receive him in thequality of a Vo- 
© lunteer, as he defir'd, but that he might aſſure himſelt he would 


*ever afford him ſuch a place in his Armies, as that therewith he 


© himſelf ſhould be very well content. And: accordingly his Ma- 
jeſty having a deſign upon Royan, he diſmiſs'd the Duke with part 
of his Forces to begin the Siege. _ 

In this ſort the Duke quitted his employment at the Siege of 
Rechelle, after having lain before it eight months compleat : du- 
ring which time the Army had receiv'd five Muſters , and yet 


complain'd of being ill us'd; though I belicye now adays they 


: would be very well content to be ſo paid, The Duke being ap- 


proach'd near Royan, mounted on Horſeback to view the place. 
This Royan was a little City built upon a very high Rock by the 
Sea-ſide, inacceſhble on that ſide towards the Water ; the height 
whereof breaking off the impetuolity of the Winds , at the foot 
of the precipice afforded a very ſecure Harbour to ſo many Vel- 
ſels as it could contain. This Harbour was defended by an anti- 
ent Caſtle rais'd upon the eminence of the Rock, and inthe midſt 


of 
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of ira little Way was levell'd, that lead ts the Harbour by one of 


Anno 


the Gates of the City. On thatfide towards the Land the ficuati- 1622. 
| on was moreeven; burthere alſo ſo well fortified , that in the 


opinion of all who view'd ic either before, or after the Siege, ic 


was one of the moſt renable places, for ics circuitin Frexce. To © 


which it had morcover this advantage, that ic was almoſt wich- 
out danger to be defended ; foraſmuch as after their out-works 
ſhould be taken (which could nor berill after a long Siege) the 
convenience of the Sea, and the vicinity of Rochelle, rendred their 
| retreat at any time ſo caſic, and ſo ſecure, that it was to be defen- 
ded to the laſt extreme. The Baron deSaint Surin, a Hugonot, and 
a Gentleman of great quality, and valour, though very young, 
hadin the beginning of thele commorions ſurpriz'd this place 
from la Cheſnaye, one of the King's Domeſticks of the ſame Reli- 
gion ; but infinitely zealous for his Majefties Service : neither 
was he igfiorant of the advantages of the place ; he knew what 
reputation he _ gain amongſt thoſe of his own party, and 
whatrecompenle from the King himſelf, after a long and obfti- 
nate reſiſtance : but ia Mote Sant Surin his Brother, the (ount de 
HMarennes his Brother-in-law, and Navailles his Couſin, having 
been taken priſoners atthe Iſle of Rhee, and the King threatning 
to deal wich them after another manner than with ordinary pri- 
ſoners of War, gave Saint Surinto underftand, that upon» his de- 
termination depended the ſafety of his Allies. The Duke of E/- 
pernon, who had inſtructions from the King to manage this Aﬀair 
with Saint Suriny. had to the King's menaces added ſo many ad- 
m— propoſitions for the Governour in his own particular, 


as had altogether brought the buſineſs tothar paſs, that Saint Su- 


rin, who had a-great reſpeQ forthe Duke, of whom he was alſo 
yery much eſteem'd, and entirely belov'd , touch'd with a tenders. 


nels towards his friends, and moreover very ill ſatisfied with 


the ill uſage men of his condition recciv'd from thoſe of their own 
party (who were eternally cxpos'd to the capricious humour of 


the maſt abje& rabble of Rochelle) had made him an abſolute pro- 


| miſe to ſurrender the place. The day was ſer, the hour concluded, 


and all things prepar'd for the execution, the King's Forces were * 


advanc'd towards the Town to receive it, and the Duke's Guards 
appointed to guard the Gates of the Ciry ; when Saint Surin, 
more confident of his Garriſon, than he ought co have been, 
made no difficulty to go out of the place to ſerrle ſome Articles with 
'. the Duke he had not thought oa before. * | is true he had left his 

' Lieucenant, whom he had made firm to his own reſolution, in the 
Caſtle, a Forc that rendred him abſolutely Maſter of the City, 
| having 
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having a back Gate by which the King's Forces might at any time 
be introduc'd, netwithſtanding-any endeavour of the City to 
hinder his deſign :-.but! Favas, Sajat Ravy , Monlines , and tome 
other.Gentlemen of Command, - upon the rumour was {pread at 


* Rochelle of this Treaty, ran thither in all diligence; where find- 


ing the Governour gone, out , and his Lieutenant call'd F, Arnau- 
diere, bcing ſo ſenſelels as tro come open the draw Bridge of the 
Caſtleto talk with them in too great ſecurity., Saint Ravy, aſliſted 
by one Poyanne, gave him a Piltol-ſbot in the head , by which he 
was laid dead upon the place 3. which being done, they forthwi!: 


' cry'd to Armes, when the City immediately revolting from Saint 


Surin, bis @wn Garriſon follow'd the ſame example; whereupon 
on a ſudden ſuch a noiſe was heard within, as ſounded nothing of 
the expected ſurrender. | > 19 
The Duke in his approach to ſRoyan had taken up his Quarters 
ina houſe call'd $ aint Pierre de Royan, which was within Cannon 
ſhot of the City and before which yas a little Green, which over- 
looking the City, . had drawn thither a great yumber of. perſons 
to behold, as from a Scaffold , the ſurrender. of this place. The 
Duke himſelf was there, where Monſieur d'. Autry had been long 
diſcourſing with him,and they were ſtill walking together; when 
this cloud of people having invited choſe within to level all the 
Iron, ang. Braſs Pieces they had at that eminence, there was heard 
on a ſudden, one ſhot overtaking another, a Volley of cighteen 
pieces of Ordnance , which all plaid into this little place. . And 
certainly. after an example like this all Cannon-ſhot. are to be 
deſpis'd, when had they ſhot with a deſign todo no harm , they 
could hardly have been ſo exa&tin their aim, as to miſs ſo great a 
owd of people , yet was not any ane touch'd; ſo that except- 
ing the fcar, that made ſome of the over-timorous lay themſelyes 
fat,upon the ground, it prov'd matter of laughter to all the reſt. 
The Duke was ſtill calking, whilſt the Cannon play'd from the 


City, with the ſame indifterency, as if there had been no noiſe 


'atall , neither did he once break off his diſcourſe, though the 


Bullets flew very thick about his ears : but the tumule being over, 


. conceiving theſeto be no Volleys of Triumph , and that it was 


neceſlary, before the Enemy could have time to look about them, 
to take all poſſible advantage ofthis confuſion, he caus'd his men 
to. berake themſelves to their Arms, himſelf immediately going 
down into the Suburbs ; which though very well Barricado'd, 
was neverthelels by reaſon of their diſorder 10 weakly guarded, 
that he carried it ar the firlt aflaulc, with little or no reſiſtance : 
a thing thatin many days, and without the loſs of a great many 
good 
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| Food men, had he flip this opportunity, he could not have'done. 


Saint Suriu ſurpriz'd at ſo unexpeRed an alteration , and not be- 
ing able almoſt to believe his own eyes, went down to demand 
the caule of this confuſion ; where all the anſwer he could ger, 
wasto bid him begone, his Souldiers yer retaining ſo much reſpect 
for his perſon, as not to ſhoot at him, though they would not re- 
ceive him ; and then it was that he ſaw the error his youth, 
and want of experience, had made him to commit, He there- 
fore return'd back to the Duke to juſtifie himſelf , who more 
compaſlionate of his diſgrace, than troubled at his own diſap- 

ointment, receiv'd, and comforted him with great civility., and 
friendſhip. entertaining him in his own Quarters, and giving 
him opportunity by the Services he perform'd during, this Siege, 
to wipe off the imputation of his ill conduct , and to give the 
world high proofs of his bravery, and valour. His goad qualities 
after the War was over, and no more to do athome , carried him 
to ſeek his deſtiny in Holland, and by that means depriving France 
of one of the moſt accompliſh'd Gentlemen to all purpoles, and 
in all qualifications commendable in a man of his condition , of 
bis time. Asto this buſineſs, the Duke having undertaken his in- 
tereſts, againſt theill offices of many who were emulous of his 
deſert, not only preyail'd with the King to accept his excuſes, bur 
as a recompenſe for the Paſſion he had obſery'd in him tos his Ma- 


jeſties Service, moreover procur'd the cnlargement of his friends -- 
| P g 


ordering it ſo, that his Piety was not rendred fruitleſs by his miſ- 
fortune, and that what would have been puniſh'd in the perſon 
of another, was rewarded in him. | 

The Suburbs of Reyau being thus taken , they were now to 
proceed regularly in their approaches for the taking of the Town, 
wherein though the Duke had made choice of that part, where it 
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was with greateſt difficulty to be aſſaulted ; yet did he ply his bu- 


ſincſs ſo well, thara Mine was brought up under the Baſtion he 


had undertaken. The King's Army in the mean time advanc'd to - 


fayour the Siege , when his Majeſty coming after ro view the 
* Trenches, reſolv'd at laſt upon an aſſaule. The order therefore 
being given, and all things prepar'd for the defign , the Marquis 
de la/ alette put himſelf in the head of his men, leconded by the 
Guards of the Duke his Father, where he engag'd himlelf lo far 
inthe danger, that he was buried upto the middle in a Counter- 
Mine ſprung by the befieg'd, and where he had run a great ha- 
Zard of his life, had not Montigny the Gentleman of his Horſe, a 
tall, and very ſtrong man, help'd to diſingage him. T he Guards 
that follow'd avoided the danger of the Mine, but they found ne- 
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1622. up withinthe Baſtion, thatof five and forty, whereof that Com- 

LY pany confiſted , two only eſcap'd without wounds, Fourteen 

were there ſ}ain outright, all the reft being hurt more or leſs , but 

the three Officers, Marfillac, la Roche, and Larcan , Brother to the 

Baron of Eſclignac, who lead them on to the aſſault , were all fo 

deſperately wounded, that there was ſmall hope of their recoyery. 

The Baron de Mathba, who had accompanied the Duke in this oc- 

cafion, was ſlain upon the Baſtion by a great ſhot, as alſo ſeyeral 

Gentlemen of the Duke's houſhold, bur therelt, reſolute to gyer- 

come all difficulties, lodg'd themſelves at laft in the Baſtion. The 

Reyan taken, (Mareſchal de Pitry who was preſent at this aſſault, and who in 

to the Duke this, asin all other occaſions fignaliz'd hinilelf with extraordina- 

— 1" *xy valour, gave then the glory of this performance, principally 

nour. the Chevalier de la Valette, who did wonders in his own perſan, 

from the beginning to the end of the aftion. Thus by the Duke's 

admirable conduct, *and the valour of his followers this Siege 

was broughtto an end in fewer weeks, than months would have 

been allow'd him, had he carried it on with leſs prudence, or re- 

ſolution. In this, as it oft falls out upon other occaſions of this 

Strange nature, ſo ſtrange Wounds were obſerv'd, as, their cures defeating 

Wounds. .[[ the rules of Art, palſs'd for miraculous. One of the Souldi- 

ers of the Duke's Guards call'd Faure receiv'd a Cannon-ſhot in 

his Belly, which paſs'd quite through, leaving an orifice. bigger 

than a Hat Crown ; fo that the Chirurgeons could not imagine, 

chough ir were poſſible che Bowels ſhould remain unoffended 

that nature could have ſupply'd ſo wide a breach, which notwith- 

ſtanding ſhedid,; and tothit perfeRion , that the party found 

himſelf, as well as before. Another of the ſame condition call'd 

Ramee, and of the ſame place (they being both Natives of St. 

Fean de Angely) receiv'd a on yo agrE , Which cntring at his 

mouth, came out of the nape of his neck , who was allo per- 

fealy cur'd : which two extravagant wounds being reported to 

the King, his Majeſty took them both into his own particular de- + 

pendence, ſaying thole were men.that could not die, though they 
afterwards both ended their dayes in his Service. 

Themarch This place being reduc'd to the King's obedience , there re- 

_—_ "3 main'd nothing morc in Xaintonge worthy his Majeſties Arms, ſo 

Guicme,and that he was at liberty to advance with all his Forces into Gmienne. 

their pro- The Prince of (onde had been ſent thichier before with the Vant- 

bt guard of the Army ; where 'at his Majeſties arrival he found 

Monravettaken by the Duke d' Elberf, and Themeins , after along 

and obſtinate reſiſtance, ſurrendred to the ſame Duke. Saint Foy 

allo, 
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allo , (lerac , le Mont de Marſan , with ſeveral other conſi- Anno 


derable places, were reduc'd to his obedience, by the Marquis 
de la Force , 
had taken them in , ſo that his Majeſty finding, lictle to do in 
Guicnne, pals'd ſpeedily.thence into Languedoc. Negrepoliſſe, a lit- 
tle paltry 1 own upon his way, was ſo impudent as to ſtand a 


| Siege; but it was ſoon taken by aſſault , and St. Antonin having 


after a Siege [urreadred to mercy, their temerity having put the 
King upon making ſome examples , the neighbouring places 
thought it convenient to fly ro his Majeſties Clemency , tocyade 
the trial of his victorious Arms. 

Whilſt the King was taken up with thele little exploits, the 
Duke of Eſpernon had taken opportunity to look into his own 
Domeſtick Aﬀairs, the beter to fit himſelf co follow , and ſerve 
his Majeſty in his main expedition; which he had ſo diſpatch'd, 
as to come before the King to Tholouze; who arriving there a few 
days after, the Army mov'd cowards the higher Langueduc by the 
way of Cancaſſonne, Beziers, Narbonne, and other good Cities; and 
the ſeven and twentieth of &uguſt the whole Court arriv'd at 
la Verune, alittle Town in Languedoc : where the Duke recciv'd 
the honour of a Patent for Governour , and his Majefties Lieu- 
tenant General in Guienne, and for the particular Governments of 
ChaFteau, Trompette, as alſo of the City, and Cittadel of Bergerac, 
with the City and Caſtle of Nerac, in lieu of his Governments 
of Angoumou, Xaintonge, Aulins, and Limouſin. 

From the time of their being together at Tholouze, the Prince 
of Conde having converted the animoſities he had conceiv'd 
againſt the Duke, during the Regency of the Queen Mother in- 
co a particular eſteem ; he was the firſt man that thought of this 
Command in the Duke's favour: and though he had himſelf 
been Governour of that Province, yet thinking it no prejudice to 
his Birth and Dignity, to be ſucceeded by a man of his Merit, he 
firſt propos'd him: to the King. His Majeſty underſtood as 
well as any the importance of this Command , and havin 
a little before experimented in the perſon of che Duke of 
Mayenne, what a Governour of Guienne could do, when debauch'd 
from his Duty , had been at great debate with himlclt , upon 
whom to confer the honour of this great Employment. 
At the firſt mention notwithſtanding of the Duke of Eſper- 
non , he very favourably gave his conſent, and the conſtant 
teſtimonies he had always recciv'd of the Duke's fidelity ſeem- 
ing to be ſecuricy for him for the time to come, he gave the 


Frince order to ſpeak to him abour it, and to let him know 
Fit 2 he 


— 
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de Lufignan , and de Caftelnau de Chaloſſe , who «WW 
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Anno he had thoughts of conferring upon him the honour of that 


1622. 


#8" ai; © 


command. | 

But all we who wereof the Duke's Family , can witneſs there 
was not the ſame facility in the Duke to receive this favour, there 
had been in his Majeſty to confer it : Not that he wanted ambi- 
tion, *or that his ſpirit did not- prompt him with great confidence 
in himſelf to aſpire to the higheſt employments : bur this ambi- 
tion alſo was not blind, and if on the one fide he confider'd how 
great an honour it would be to ſucceed the late King Henry the 
greatof happy memory, who had maintain'd himſelf in this Go- 
vernment, till hecame to the Crown with other firſt Princes 
of the Blood, and to have his Authority rais'd to that height in 
his own native Countrey : he wiſely weigh'd on the other ſide, 
that amongſt ſo many advantages he ſhould meet with much 
trouble, and many difficulties to balance the luſtre of that Digni- 
ty , with many occurrences that he forcſaw would be very croſs 
and untoward. His preſcnt condition 'twas true was not ſo 


| ſhining, but ir was alſo more calm ; and his Authority was ſo 


eſtabliſh'd in his own Governments, that there was none who 
was not acquainted with his Juſtice, and who from the Infancy 
of his Adminiſtration, had not paid ſo inviolate a reſpe&t to his 
perſon, that the reverence thoſe Countreys had for him , ſeem'd 
to be a natural quality in the people committed to his eharge. 
The Gentry and Populacy were equally obedient to him , and he 
liv'd amongſt them as free from trouble, as enyy : whereas in 
Guienne, where his Government would be ſhut up berwixt two 
Parliaments, he conceiv:d that in the adminiſtration of his charge 
it would be almoſt impoſſible to avoid many diiputes , with the 
members of the one or the other Body. Whilſt he had only had 
to do with them inthe quality of a friend, he had found them 
exccedingly obliging, and all the Gentry of the Province had 
ever paid him a very great reſpet: but he very much doubred 
whether in ſuch a degree of Authority he could preſerve che 
friendſhip, and affeion of ſo many perſons of quality as would 
be ſubje&ed ro him. Theſe reaſons made him long deliberate 
upon this Aﬀair, and he was often remprted to refuſe ir: but he 
was ſo importun'd by his friends, and particularly by the Duke 
of Guiſe, who came to wait upon the King in Languedoc, that he 
at laſtreſoly'd to embrace his Majeſties gracious offer : though [ 
heard him ſay then, and he has often confirm'd ir fince , that he 
would never have been perſwaded to do it, had he not been be-. 
fore diveſted of the Cittadel of Xaintes ; aſſuring us, that could 
he have keptthar in the condition he had ence pur ir, he would 

| -. _ - Bot 
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not have exchang'd thoſe Governments he was already ſeiz'd of, Ann» 


for any the belt in France. 16224 
Having therefore long deliberated before he could reſolve , he To art 


at laſt went to receive from the King's own hand: his Patent for of £/p:rmn! 
Governour of Guienne, dated from the Camp of la Yerune the 27. receives his 
of Auguſt 1622, the news whereof was no ſooner ſpread abroad, —— 
bur that all Gaienne was as much over-joyed at their good For- meicof 
tune, to be govern'd by a Lord of their own Countrey, and one ©" 
that had already laid ſo many obligations upon it (there being - 

few Families of the Gentry, that had not been enrich'd by his 

bounty) as the Provinces chat ſaw themſelves depriv'd of him, 

were afflicted, and diſconſolate at his loſs. A privation the mi- 

ſeries they afterwards endur'd made them very ſenſible of a long 

time after ; though they bave ar laſt found a remedy in the perſon 

of the Marquis de Montauzier , the. preſent Governour there; 

who by his generous, and prudent adminiſtration , after having 

procur'd them all the cale and comfort, the condition of the time 

will permit has either ſo confirm'd them in, or ſo reduc'd them 

to their obedience to the King, as has ſecur'd them from many 
inconveniences, into which, by the ill example of their Neigh- 

bours, they would otherwiſc have heen ſeduc'd. 

The Duke de U E/dignieres was at the ſame time promoted to A compari. 
the Office of Conſtable of France : and fince Fortune ſeems to {on perwixe 
have made choice of theſe rwo Lords (the moſt eminent of their © Eſpernem 
time) to manifeſt what ſhe'can do, when diipos'd to favour men #147 £/4i- 
of extraordinary merit, it will not perhaps be altogether imperti- {gut 
nent.to conſider the ſeveral ways by which ſhe rais'd them to that &tions upon 
infinite pitch of Honour. They were indeed very different both ——— of 
inthe one and the others promotion: In the advancement of their ad- 
the Duke de I Eſdiguieres, ſhe was obſerv'd to proceed with order, \**c<ment- 
leading him through all the degrees of his profeſſion, and from 
the quality of a private Souldier, raiſing him ſtep by ſtep, in re- 
volution of time to the Dignity of Conſtable of France. He had 
never been preferr'd from alels commando a greater, without 
having firſt been concluded worthy of it, wherein Envy (which 
- has ſeldom been known to be reconcil'd to Vertue) never appear'd 
his adverſary ; inſomuch that he ever poſſeſs d all the advantages 
of the one, without once proving the malignity of the other, and 
by a favour particular to him alone, was ſo conſtantly fortunate, 
that his happineſs was never travers'd with the leaſt difturbance, 

He never undertook any thing , how dangerous ſoever ,| where 
Fortune did nor ſtill ſnaooth his way, and level all difficulties be- 


fore him, to fayour his ſuccels, even beyond his ” / #8 : 
| and 
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and no leſs ſolicicous of his perſon, than partial co his Affairs, 
was ever ſo ready to defend him from the leaſt miſchance , thar 
whatever he acquir'd of Greatneſs Wealth, or Honour, ſcarce coſt 
him ſo much as one drop of blood. lr is in truth very much to rite 
by ſo honourable, and ſo cafie a gradation, to ſuch a place of grear- 


neſs: but yer methinks ir muſt appear more ſtrange, as it is more 


rarely found, to ſee a young man at twenty years old rais'd to the 
higheſt pitch , ro which Fortune, and Favour, when combin'd, 
could poſſibly advance him : That a man envy'd of every one, 
juſtled by all panes, abandon'd by his own BenetaRor , and per- 


 ſecuted by a mighty King his Succeſſor, ſhould keep himſelf Rill 


upright,againſt all thoſe violent aſſaults. We have ſeen him woun- 
dedin ſeveral Engagements, blown up by Mines, and ſwallow'd 


In Precipices ; notwithſtanding all which he overcame all difh- 


The Duke 
reſelvesto 
atrend the 
King's per- 
ſon in his 
expeditions, 


culties by a vigorous reſiſtance, triumphing at laſt over Envy it 
ſelf: ſo that if the one obtain'd from the world a favonrable opi- 
nion by his ConduR,the other forc'd ic by his Vigour ; conſtrain- 
ing all France to confeſs, that thoſe Offices, and Honours which 
at Fc had prevented his deſert, fell at laſt very much ſhorrt of his 

Vertue. Inſomuch that if we find the one worthy of Eſteem, the 
other is no leſs worthy of Admiration, if the one was promo- 


ted by ordinary means, the other roſeto all his Advancements by 


extraordinary ways; if the one leiſurely, and by degrees arrivd 
at greatneſs, there was a kind of impetuofity in the promotion of 
the other; and yet his foot never flipt back : and it the one ſup- 
orted his Fortune erected upon ire Foundations , the other 

(which is very ſtrange) even without any foundation ar. all, has 
rais'd his tothat prodigious height, as to carry it almoſt out of 
ſight. : 

"The Duke of Efpernon, though he had mecrited well enough 
from the Crown, to expe&t an acknowledgement like this where- 
with the King thought fic to gratifie his delert, did yer receive it 
rather as a new obligation for new, and greater Services, than as 
a recompenſe for what he had already done; and conceiving that 
thoſe he ſhould perform in his Majcſtics own view , would beſt 
manifeſt his Gratitude ; he deferr'dtill a fitter ſeaſon , the taking 
poſſeſſion of his new Government, that he might not loſe ſuch 
opportunities, as the War was likely to offer him whilſt he ſhould 
continue about the perſon of the King, He therefore attended his 


Majeſty to Narbonne, where ſame overtures being ſet on foot by 


the Conſtable de I' Eſdiguieres, and the Duke de Rehan in order 


to an Accommodation : he thought he might conveniently 


make uſe of the interval of this Treaty , for the accompliſh- 
ment 


— 
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ment of a yow he he had formerly made ro our Lady of And 


Monſ/errat. = I 
The Duke's deſign was to gothis Journey Incognito, to avoid 
the troubleof many complements'he was ſure would be put up- 
on him, if heſhould crayel in his ordinary State, in all places 
through which he was to paſs; and to. that end had reduc'd his 


1623. 
LN 


Train to a very ſmall number, ſetting forwards almoſt ſo ſoon 


as he had taken leave of the King, that he mighr prevent any ru- 
mor of his motien : bur he ſoon found it was far eafier for him 
to reduce his attendance, than to obſcure his reputation ,” which 
had already ſo far got the ſtart of his preparation, and had ſo 


fill'd the neighbouring Kingdoms with the reverence of his The Duke 


name, that he was no ſooner enter'd into the King of Spain's 


f E/pernon 


takes a 


Dominions , but he was receiv'd in all places with infinite re- Journy into 


ſpe&, and extraordinary honours. He was in this Voyage ac- 
companied by the Marquis de Yarennes (made Governour of Ai- 
guemortes at his return) the Yicount de Fontrailles , the Count de Ma- 
iH&, the Sieur dela Nliere Governour of Loches , ſix Geritlemen of 
his houſhold, as many of his Guards, and a geceſſary number of 
Officers ; yet could he nor, with all his care to contradt his Equi- 
page, otder it ſo, that he had not above fifty perſons in his Train : 
{o troubleſorne athing is Greatneſs. He lay the firſt night at li 
Palme, a private houſe bclonging to one of the Gentlemen who 
went along with him, and the next day paſs'd cloſe by the Ca- 


ſtles of Lavcate, and de Salſes , two little Fortreſſes which at that + 


time divided the Kingdoms of France, and Spain ; by the diſtance 
of which from our Frontiers as they now ſtand, it may be (cen 
how far our Conqueſts haveextended the limits of our own Kitigs 
dom. Two days after he came to Perpignan. 


Catalognia. 


Here it was that the Duke firſt perceiv'd how fruitleſs atl his The Duke's 


caution to conceal his perſon had been, he finding ar his atrival 


reception in 
all che Ci- 


there the Garriſon already drawn our to receive him ; andthe Go- ties through 


.vernour ſo ſoon as he was alighted coming to his Lodging to kiſs 
hands, and to offer him admutranice into the Cittadel; though the 
Duke making no other advantage of his Complement , than in 
ſuch a caſe he ought to do , after having rerurn'd his chanks in 
the moſt civiltermis ſo obliging an invitation requir'd , would 
Rill remain in the Town. He parted thence the next morning be- 
fore day, it being neceſſary to avoid the exceſlive heats of the 
Countrey, and the ſeaſon, to end his Journey by fix of the clock 
in the morning, and to repole himſelf the reſt of the day. And 
here he was likewiſe conſtrain'd, cither for fear of wanting fo- 
rage for Horſe, or with leſs difficulty to paſs the — 

ocks, 


which he 
paſs'd. 


—  — 
———— 
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Anno Rocks, to leave his Horſes, and to mount upon Mules. The Gates 


1622, were ſet open for him at the appointed hour , and two Troops of 


che Garriſon Horſe were found ready toconvoy him two Leagues 
from the City : he was moreover ſaluted by all che Artillery at 
| his departure. A complement ſo loud , as the adjacent Countrey 
being thereby given to underſtand, that ſo unuſual an honour was 
not paid co a perſon of ordinary condition , he found ar Stelrie, 
at Girone,at la Roque,and the other places through which he pals'd, 
that the Spaniſh pride hindred not their gravity from paying all 
duc honour, and reſpeR ro Vertue. 

He came art laſt ro Barcelona, where the Duke de Alcala Vice- 
Roy of C at alognia, lo ſoonas he heard of his arrival, came in per- 
ſon to viſit him , excuſing himſelf in chat he had not had timely 
notice of his coming, that he might have come out to meet him, 
andto receive him without the City, as he ſaid, he had order 
from the King his Maſter rodo. Being retura'd home, ic was not 
long before he ſent the Dake his Coach of Ceremony, drawn by 
| fix great and very beautiful Gennets, for him to go abroad , and 

take the Aire. A ſight gt which the Duke (who had ever becn,and 
who continued to Ris death agreat lover of the Horſes of Spain) 
was almoſt impatient, thatſo ncble Creatures ſhould be ſubdu'd 
to ſo mcana uſe: nevertheleſs (ſo greatis the contagion of cx- 
ample, cſpecially where the glory of emulation: ſeems to be con- 
cern'd) that he was afterwards himſelf the firft who ſhow'd ſuch 
another ſet of Horſes in France; he being a few years after, very 
often obſery'd in the Cours at Pars in a very rich Coach, drawn 
by ſix dapple-Gray Spaniſh Horſes ; to which I could add thar it 
was in the company of Ladics too, and thar art the age of three- 
ſcorc andten, he was content to be ſeen playing the young man, 
upon the greateſt Theatre of Europe. He ſtaid two whole days at 
Barcelona, during which time he view'd at leiſure the greatneſs, 
and beauty of the City. The Viceroy invited him to his Palace, 
where he had aſſembled the beſt company of men to wait upon 
him, and the fineſt womenin the Town to entertain him, which ' 
was a very extraordinary favour. This civility was moreover at- 
tended witha Ball, a Comedy, and a noble Banquet: and from 
"hence the Viceroy carried him to the Cours, which extends it (elf 
in very great length upon the Sea-ſhore, and where we could not 
bur wonder at the delicacy of that people, the Ghing of all the 
Gallics inthe Harbour being drawn outevery night to water this 
Cours, which is above two thouſand paces long, We at fiſt 
thought it an extraordinary thing , done only in favour of the 
Duke : but we were ſoon diſpoſleſs'd of that error , when we 
| under- : 
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underſtood that the Inhabitants, to defend themſelves from the Anno 
duſt, and to qualifie che exceſhive ardours of the Sun, had impos'd |, 644. 
this new task as an addition to the other intolerable labours of their gvwny 
miſerable ſaves. 
From, Barcelona the Dake went art laſt co HMonſerrat , where 
he continued three days entire at his Devotion , not wichout ad- 
miring the excellent Occonomy obſerv'd in this Abby , where 
there are ordinarily above two thouſand five hundred perſons 
provided for every day ; for which all the proviſions ſo much as 
wood, and water mult be fetch'd a great way off upon Mules, 
the Rock being ſo dry, and unfruitful , as neither to afford the 
one, northe other of theſe, much leſs the other neceſſatics of life. 
The Duke preſented the Abby with many very rich, and noble 
- Ornaments, adding to his Preſents an Almes of five hundred 
Crowns of Gold , for three thouland Maſles-, and fo re: 
turn'dinto France. The Religious Governours of this Abby ne- 
ver take any mony for their Hoſpitality, which chey in Charity 
beſtow upon all Pilgrims indifferently of what condition ſoever 
for three days togerher : bur they allo never refuſe how much 
ſoever any one is diſpos'd to give for Maſſes. | | 
During the Duke's abode in.this place, . thoſe of his followers 
who were nimbleſt of Foot, had the curioſity to climb the top of 
theMountain to fee the Hermicages, which, being thirteen in num- 
ber , are ſituated upon the moſt inacceſſible precipices of the 
Rock, and inhabited by ſo many devout perſons , who ſubſiſt 
upon almoſt no other nouriſhment than Herbs , and Fruit. - 
Though we met with great difficulty, and danger in this attempt, - 
and had very much ado to ſatisfic our deſires, we ſaw neverthe- 
leſs, that one of the moſt unwieldy , and: unready footed Ani- 
mals thatis to ſay, a Mule went twice a week the ſame way, 
alone, and without being guided, to carry theſe good people their 
allowance, and could with great ſecurity ſer his four feet in very 
narrow paths, -where we had much ado to diſpoſe of our two 
fo great a priviledge has Cuſtom : bur what we thought the moſt . 
ſtrange of all, was, to ſee Birds of all ſorts , and of thoſe kinds . 
which with. us areche moſt wild , and untra&table, fo familiar 
with theſe Holy men, as to peck meat out of their mouths , and 
ſuffer themalelves to be handled, living in as great ſecurity with 
them, as amongſt us thoſe of more docile natures, which we have 
reclaim'd, and madetame with che greateſt diligence, and art. 
Ar his return from this Voyage , the Duke found the Treaty The Duke 
abſolutely broken off, and the King ready to lit down before ®! E/2w"0" 
Unel; an Enterprize wherein his Majeſty was pleas'd to make of caralogeis 
Gg g | uſe 
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uſe of the Duke's perſon, and particular Servants, as he did after- 
wards at the Siege of Somnieres, at both which Leaguers the Duke 


WY loſt many Gentlemen of great Valour and Deſert. Of which num- + 


The Stege 
of Mont - 
pelli: Fe 


ber Paigeolet a Captainin the Regiment of Guards, and who had 
but lately quitted a Licurenancy in the Regiment of Piedmont, for 
this prefermenc, was one, as alſo. (ourbon,  Enchere, Browls, and 
ſome other Officers of name who depended upon him. _ 
Theſe two places having given bur a very little ſtop to the pro- 
preſs of the Royal Arms, and his Majeſty ſtill purſuing the Chaſe 
of Victory, he reſolv'd to lay Siege to Montpellier ; a delign of fo 
high a nature, asrequir'd the condition of the place ſhould be 
exactly; and marurely conſider'd, before they ought rocome to a 
determinare relolution. It had in one year been fortified to a mi- 
racle, even in the opinion of theſe who were beſt read in For- 
tification 3 which if it had not been, the defefts of the place 
would notwithſtanding have been ſufficiently recompens'd in the 
Valour of theGovernour, that had been very conſtderable in an 
open Village. Ir was the Siewy de Calonges of whom I ſpeak, a 
Gentleman equally ro be cfteem's for his wit, and bravery ; qua- 
lities that made him look'd upon-falong, as he liv'd, for an cxtra- 
ordinary perſon in his own Province, whither he at laſt retir'd 
himſelf, as full of honour, as empty of ambitien , to cnd his 


"days, after having perform'd many lignal Services for his Prince, 


by dying to expiate the glorious fault he commitred againſt his 
Majeſty in his gallant behaviour ar this Siege. The Duke of Ef 
pernon having long been acquainted with this Gentlemans vertnes, 
who had formerly our of his own affeRion ry'd himſelf co his 
Service, and even in his diſgraccs paid him a reſpe& ar Court 
above all other great menot the Kingdom, gave ſuch a Chara- 
Qeer of him to the King, as prov'd too true in the revolution of 
this Siege. | WY me”, 
The Conſtable de Eſdigaieres, by the prerogative of his place, 
having the principal command of the Army, would (with good 


- Title) goto view the place, and the Duke, who diſputed nothing 


with him , but who alſo receiv'd no more orders from him now 
be was Conſtable, than when he was only Mareſchal General de 
Camp, was alſo commanded by the King to do the fame. The- 
Conſtable wentour firſt, accompanied with a ſtrong parry of 
Horſe, as the Duke alſo was with ſome Gentlemen : but he for- 
got not to take his Guards along, who prov'd very ferviceable to 


- him, and alſo tothe Conſtable in this occafion. | 


The Duke of Epernon had not advanc'd far in orderto his dif- 
covery, before he was fir'd upon by ſome Muſquertcers of the Ciry 
planted 
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planced in che hedges, in which Volley the Count de Maille who Anno 
was talking with him, recciv'd a Muſquet-ſhot in the face, which 1622. 
ut him in greatdanger of his life: ſome others were allo hurre, 4 
and the miſchict would have been greater, had not the Duke 
commanded la Roche the Lieutenant of his Guard with his Com- 
panics, co alighc, and bear the Enemy from cheir. Poſt, which 
he having without much difficulty perform'd, and the Duke con- 
ceiving that Flonfieur de | Eſdiguitres would mcet with the ſame 
entertainment, he diſpatch'd away la Roche to do the ſame Service 
for him, if occaſion ſhould require. Neither could he have ar- 
riv'din a bettertime, for the Conſtable having taken no Foot 
wich hina (as the Duke had very well obſery'd_) the Horſe that 
attended him, ar the rattle of the Muſquct-ſhot , began to face 
abour, the craggy , and difficulc paſſes not permitting them to 
come up tocharge the Enemy, who in great ſecurity fir'd very 
thick upon them ; inſomuch that the Conſtable, abandon'd by his 
men, would perbaps have been himſelf oblig'd ſharhefully co 
retire, had not the Duke's Guards come opportunely in to clear, 
his way. Burt meeting, after this little bruſh with no further op- 
poſition, heſoon after joyn'd himſelf with the Duke near Pont 
uvenel, where they both alighted , and where after the Duke 
had alittle rallied him about his diſorder, they continued a great 
while in conſultation to confider a Plotof the place preſented be- 
fore them, and wentafterwards together to the King's Quarter to 
make their report. 
Immediately upon their return, the King call'd a Council of 
War, to reſolve upon the manner of carrying on the Siege, where 
the Duke did not only propole , but did moregver with many 
powerful Arguments maintain, that they were eſpecially to pollels 
themſelves of the Hill Saint Denis; an eminence near the City, 
from whence the inſide of all cheir Fortifications were ſo cafily A prudenc 
diſcover'd, tbat ic was impoſſible (that poſt 'being well ſecur'd, (. - ao 
and furniſh'd with good Artillery ) for the Enemy , cither to go of &ſprrmn, 
from the Town, to the defenſe of their our-works , or to remain Inq 
ſecure within. But this prudent advice, that being follow'd had low'd, coit 
intallibly made the King , within' fifteen days, maſter of the —_—_ 
place, and fav'd thelives of as many perſons of Quality, and Va- oy very 
lour, asever his Majeſty loft in any one Enterprize of chis kind, >r*ve en. | 
wa- contradicted by Chabans, the ſame that has been mention'd 
betorc in the Queen Mothers Aﬀair, This man had , during the 
time oi the Duke de Lines his favour, obtain'd ſome employment 
at Court, where, being a man of ſenſe, and very well read in the 
bulineis of the wwe, he had rais'd himſelf very conſiderable 
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Anns friends to ſupport him : So thar thoſe who were enemies to the 
1622, Duke (which were ever a very ſufficientnumber) prompted (ha- 
WY bans to diſpute his opinion in the Council , not conſidering the 


King's Service, and Intereſt, when they came in comperition with 
theinjury, and affront they intended againſt the Duke; which 
Chabans lo effe&vally perform'd, as ro'caufe a determination quite 
contrary to what the.-Duke had advis'd , to be refolv'd upon. A 
thing I obſery'd the Duke at his return from the Council very 
much nettled at, and heard him give Chabans ſome very bitter Jan- 
guage about it: butthe overſight was already committed, and 
the moreunhappily, by how much it was never to be repair: 
of ſo great imporrcance ir is to husband the opportunities of War, 
where a moment's negle& draws after it an irreparable loſs. 
Immediately upon the breaking up of the Council ; they fell 
to work on all hands to advance the: Siege. The Trenches were 
opened, when thoſe within ſoon perceiving of how great impor- 
tance the foremention'd eminerice was to their common <onſer- 
vation, they there caſt up alittle Work, and left fome Sonldiers to 
Guard it. Which Guard was no ſooner planted there, bur that our 
Cemmanders eyes ay opened, they ſaw the error they had 
commitred in not poſleſſing themſelves of that Poſt whilft ic 
might have been done without any oppoſition. They therefore: 
now reſoly'd to force it, and ſucceeded in the atternpr; ' for af- 


ſaulting ir by night, andthe beſicg'd not daring to fally-out of the 


* Townan the dark to relieve their men, they ſufferd ir to be ta- 


ken, the Guards giving our Souldiers leave ro make themſelves 
maſters of their Works, almoſt without any reſiſtance : 'Bur (as 
it ofren falls out) the facility of this little Vi&tory having made 
our people as negligent to its conſervation , as if it never ought 
moreto be diſputed with them, they rook no care at all ro perte&t 
the Works, that to their hands had already been begun: Neither 
was this the ſole gyer-fight was committed in this Aﬀair ; for 
the Duke of Eſpernon (as true in his prediCtions , as unhappy in 
prevailing with theſe good counſels his long experience ſuggeſted 
to him) had advis'd that a ſufficient Guard of Horſe 'ſhould be. 
planted near to the Fort, to beat back any that ſhould dare to fal- 
ly out of the Town, to drive our men from their poſt. ' He knew: 
very well thatthe enemy had few, or no Horſe, and that therefore 
they durſt not without infinite danger hazard their Foot to come 
to us, the ſpace between being large enough to give'our Cavalry 
room tocome to charge, and to cut them in pieces before they 
could come to the Fortthar we kept; and Calonge has fince con- 
fels'd to me, that had his coinſel been follow'd, he ſhould never 

| have 
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have dar'd to (ally our, it being not tobe done without manifeſt 
ruine, and that conſequently within ten dayes he muſt have been 
necefſirated to a ſurrender : . bur this ſecond advice was rejeted as 
well as the firſt, through the oppoſition ef ſome who card nor 
to overthrow the King's Aﬀairs, provided they could thereby dil- 
credit the Duke's conduR, or traverle his defigris. | 
All theſe over-fights of ours being taken notice of by Calonges, 
| he would no longer defer to re-poſſeſs himſelf of what had been 
taken from him ; eſpecially conſidering , that he could nor other- 
wiſe preſerve the place; ro render therefore his ation more illu- 
ftrious by the light, and to pur a greater infamy upon our confu- 
fion, he {allied out at high noon, at the head of five hundred 
Foor, ſeven and twenty Cuirafhers, fourteen Carabins , and two 
Trumpets : with which ſmall party he fell fo vigorouſly upon 
che Fort, that it was abandoned to him with little or no refiſtance. 
The noile of this ſally ar. ſo unexpe&ted an hour, and the place 
where the aCtion was perform d (by its height expos'd to the view 
of the whole Army) ſoon call'd all the King's Forces to the relief 
of their Friends ; inſomuch. that many Lords of yery great qua- 
lity, and a great number of Gentlemen , who hapned co be ar 
. thattime inthe King's Lodgings; mounted upon little pad Nags, 
moſt of them without Boots, or other Arms than their Swords, 
co fignalize their Valour in the ſight of their Prince , who was 
himlelf ſpectator of the Aftion. Of thele the Duke of Fronſac, 
2 young Prince of great expeCtation was one, the Duke of Mont- 
morency another,the Marquis de Beuuron, Flocquetot (Lieutenant of 
the Gendarmes to the Prince) ( ambaler, Fabregues, with many 
other Gentlemen of note, of all which not one eſcap'd, except- 
ing the Duke of Montmorency ; and he with two thrutts of a Pike 
in his Breaſt : ſo that this unfortunate ſuccour ſerving only to 
augment our loſs,and to condemn thoſe who had contradicted the 
Duke's opinion, he receiv'd, to his great grief, a publick repara- 
tion, which he could have been heartily. glad to have fail'd of, 
rather than it ſhould have been purchas'd at the price of ſo much 
noble Blood, and ſo notable a diladyantage to the Royal Armes. 
Le Pleſsis Bauſſonniere, .Mareſchal de Battaile of the King's Armes, 
bravely fighting eſcap'din this firſt occaſion, though he was there- 
in deſperately engag'd : - but he was not fo fortunate in another 
that ſollow'd ſoon after, ar the ſtorming a Halft-moon , where 
after having given his orders for the aſſault, and pur himſelf (as 
his cuſtom was) in the head of the Aſſailants, encouraging as well 
by his example as his voice thoſe he led onto hight , he lolt an eye 
by a Muſquer-ſhot, which ſoon after occaſion'd the loſs of his 
lite. | After 
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After ſo much blood ſpilt, the difficulties of the Siege daily en- 
creaſing, the Duke de Rohan was glad to make uſe of a juncture, 
wherein his party had ſome little advantage, to procure a more fa- 
vourable Peace; which was accordingly ſign'd before Montpellier 
the 22 of Oftober, 1622, and Calonges ſurrendred up the place in- 
to his Majeſties hands; who if he had by his Courage won him- 
ſelf a great reputarion in the Siege, he obtain'd no leſs by his in- 
genuity in the handſome manner of his ſubmiſſion to the King. 

Theday aſter the Peace was concluded , the King made his 
entry into the City, when after his Majeſty had taken order for 
che defenſe of the Town, he took the way to: Paris by Prov-rce. 
Avignon, Dauphine, and Lionnois ; ſo that the Duke of Eper /.0n, 
who never parted from him in all this Journey, attended his Ma- 


jeſty into his old Government of Provence. There had formerly 


been (as you may have obſcry'd) various diſpoſitions towards 
the Duke in that Countrey, as well friends as enemies ; but time 
(which is the ſovereign cure of all untoward paſſions) had recon- 
cil'd thena all by this timeto one ſenſe. All Animoſities were now 
converted into a general eſteem of his Vertue; inſomuch that [ 
have not obſcrv'd him to have a greater reputation in any Pra» 


vince of the Kingdom , nor to be any where receiv'd with grea- 


ter reſpec and applauſe, All miſchies whether publick or par- 


_ ticular, occaſion'd by the former War , were buried in oblivion, 


The King 
recurns to- 
wards Pars. 


and the people, after having ſeen the King, enquir'd aloud for the 
Duke of Eſpernon ; which his Majefty taking notice of, fail'd nor 
ſoofren as he met a crowd upon the way, to ſhew them che 
Dukethey were ſo inquifitive after , and when asking them ſome 
pleaſantqueſtions, abour their paſt diſorders , even their former 
milſerics were at this time turn'd into delight. 

The King at his departureout of Provence , paſs'd by Avignon, 
where his Majeſty was viſited by the Duke of Savoy. This Prince 
ſecing almoſt none of the old Court, ſave the Duke of Eſpernon 
(tor whom he hadever had a very great eſteem, though he had 
been notably diſappointed by him in all his deſigns upon France, 
as has been ſaid before) was particularly , and infinicely civil to 
him. Hecame very frequently to his Lodgings , ever carrying 
himſelf with great familiarity, and very obliging taſhion, living in 
the King of France his Court with as much liberty and freedom, as 
he had been all the while in his own. His aſpeRt, which was gra- 
cious, open, and full of MajeRty, giving evidences (though under 
a very moderate ſtature) of the great and generous ſoul he was re- 
ally maſter of. 

From Auignon his Majeſty pals'd through Dauphine, where ar- 

riving 
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riving about the end of the year, he there found the ©; wir , Who Anne 
by his order were thither come to atrend him, And here it was 1r62X. 
that the Duke of Eſpernon receiv'd a new honour in the perſon of NM 
the Marquis de la Valette his Son , and which he prefert'd, wich comes «o 
good an, before all the reſt he had hitherro Teceiv'd Fram bis ik : 
Majeſties bounty. The King had a lictle before (as you have —eanr han is 
heard) honour'd him wich the Government of Guienne, had by celebrated 
his Grace and bounty eſtabliſh'd, and confirm'd him in all che _ 
Offices, and Dignities, he had been inveſted withal , as the re- Yalecte, and 
wards of his Service: but now for the Crown of all his Favours, Glcde Fes 
the King would yet honour him with his Alliance, and make him nc#i/. 
Father-in-law to Gabrielle a legitimated Daughter of France , -onc 
of his own natural Siſters, being Daughter to Henry the Grear, 
by the Marquile de Yerneiil, and half Siſter co Monficur de Metz; 
This young Princeſs exceeding fair, and as finely bred as any per- 
ſon of her condition in the Kingdom, had been the ambition of 
moſt of the great men of the Court : but the Duke of Eſpernon 
was preferr'd beforeall. The Queens had brought her along with 
them to: Lyons, and her inclination, as well as her duty , having 
ty'd her particularly to the Queen, the excellency of her Wit, and 
Nartuce, the moſt acceptable, the [weeteſt, and moſt accompliſh'd 
- of her time, having acquir'd her a very good ſhare in this Prin- 

cels affe&tion, ſhe ſtood doubtleſs at that time paſleſs'd of the 
| higheſt place in her Majefties favour. 

So many advantageous conditions , and ſo many admirable 
qualities having rendred this Lady one of the moſt confiderable 
matches in Franc?, his Majeſty would yet make her overweight, 
by giving her himſelf rwo hundred thouſand Crowns in Dowry, 
aſhgning her the County of Senlis ( a Member of his Crown 
Lands) to enter upon for payment of part of the ſumme; to 
which the Marquiſe de 7erneiil her Mother added a hundred 
thouſand more. The Ceremony of this Marriage was perform'd 
inthe Marquis de Saint-(baumont's Houle, the Kings Lieutenant 
in the Government of Lionnos; but the Magnificences at the 
Duke's own Lodgings, where the Feaft was honour'd with the 
preſence of the King, both the Queens, and all the great perſons 
of the Courr. From ſuch an illvſtrious Marriage what could be 
_ expected leſs than what we now ſee? a Son, anda Daughter [n- 
heritors of their Mothers Vertue, and good Qualities, as imita- 
tors of the Fathers , and Grandfathers Bravery , and Wiſdom ; 
whoſe youth is in lo great eſtegin with all the Court, that if the 
Courage, and Merit of the Son (which have already been fig- 
naliz'd in many honourable occaſions) haye got him a reputation 
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MW Thrs Rm throughout all France.; the Daughter (who was nothing inferj- 
1622. ourin allthe qualitics becoming hex Sex) has. obcajn'd.an qual 


F LY V ſhareof opinion with all that knew her, : . butthe world was-un- 
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BY E arenow cntring upon the third, and 1ſt part Amo 


\E { 4 l, of the life of the Duke of Elpernon; andit in 1623; 


[[$ the preceding two | you have- mer with reac 
Actions; you will meet nq fewer here ; though 
perhaps not. alcogether ſo ſhining as che fictt, 
; He had much to do,' and no lirtle to ſuffer ,: his 
Government of a vaſt;extcnt , and "Fuirful 3 in; Novelty, would 
never ſuffer him ro be long ar reſt; and the hatred of'rhe great 
Miniſter, Cardinal \ Richeheu gave him now occaſi onas.amply to. 
manifeſt his conſtancy, as be bad before, in'more PHBH - oc- 
currencesmaniteſted;his;other. 'Vertues ,; as. you ſhall fce 1a the 
purluic of his Hiſtory, | -, 

Soon after,che - ninth Ate the Marriage of his Son the 
Maxquis.de, la V alette, their Majeſtics took their way towasds Pa- 
ris, when the Dake, of E/pernow having lefe. the new married 

H hh . couple 
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Anno couple, together with his Son the Cardinal de la Yalette, to attend 


1623. 
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the Court, took his leave of the King, to retire into his own Go- 
vernment. In which Journey it was neceſſary for him to paſs 
through Azgoumoi, to ke cover for the tranſportation of his 
Furniture, Arms, and Equipage, in the Caſtle of .Angouleſme ; 
which he had there in ſo great quantity, as requir'd no little 
time, nor no few hands to remove them : though he found ic a 


 greatertrouble to part with the Friends andServants he had in thar 


The begir- 
ning of the 
1] intelli- 
gence be- 
ewixr the 
Duke, znd 
the firtt 
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Countrey; it being hardly poſſible ro ſcein any particular Fami- 
ly, upon the ſaddeſt occaſion: ſo many real tears, as were ſhed by 
the people in general at this ſeparation, 

From Angouleſme he went to Coigndc, and from thence to Kain- 
res, which was yer one of the principal Cities of his Governmenr, 
and where he had too dear a concern not to giyc her a viſit before 
his departure. And this was Marguarite de Foix , Abbeſs of _ 
Xaiites, a Virgin illuſtrious for her SanRity, and:Vertug, and in 
ſo greats 4, amongſt the Siſters of her Order, phe exarn- 
plc ſerves fothis-dey for a Model to ll thoſe who aim at perfeti- 
on in that way of devour living. 

The Duke, before he departed from this place,would firſt return 
an anſwer to a Letter he had receiv'd a few days before from Marc 
Antome de Gourgues, firſt Preſident of the Parliament of Bordeaux. 
The Father of this man had had ſeveral very profitable employ- 
ments under the Mareſchal de Metignon, in the time of his being 
the Kipg's Licutcgant General in Guenne', which had enrich'd 
him ſo, as that he had provided very plentitully for his poſterity , 
of which this Marc Antonie being his eldeſt Son, he had by the 
help of the wealth his Father Iefthim, advanc'd himſelf ro ſome 
publickemployments, and being a man of 'notable wit, and un- 
derflanding, hisparts, together with his fortune , recommended 
him ſoas to be receiv'd into the Family of Segnieres , a Daughtcr 
of which he married; Siſter ro the Chancellor of France now 
being, whoin thoſe days went by the name of Autry; and in the 
end through the intereſt of his Wives Relations was preferr'd to 
the Dignity of firſt-Prefident in his. Counerey. This Gegrgues in 
thetimeot his being at Court grows. 1 profeffions of par- 
ticular honour and ſervice to: the Duke of Eſpernon',” who alto ci-+ 


ther out of reſpe& to his Allies, or to him(elf, had given him re- 
ciprocal teſtimonies of no ordinary affection :* So'that this kind 
neſs having paſs'd beforchand betwixt them”, "the Duke expected 
that at his coming into his Government, he thould micet with a 
ſincere friend at the head of the moſt illuftrions Body of the Pro- 
vince, whoſe mediation in occurrences, that might happen; would 

; . be 
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be able to qualifie many little diſcontents , thar the jealouſie of Ann 
Authority uſually begets ingreat Commands : bur at the ſight of 1623. 


this firſt Letter he was of a contrary opinion, from which thoſe 


diviſions ſprung betwixt him and che Parliament , chat hardly gers ther 


ended, bur withthe Duke's death ; though they were begun even 
before he was receiv'd into his Adminiſtration. 


The Letter of which lam ſpeaking, after having treated of menr. 


ſome'Aﬀeairs of little importance, that reſpeRed the general con- 
cern of the Province, gave the Duke ar laſt plainly to underſtand : 
*© That a difficulty having been ftarted in the Parliament about 
the manner of his reception, they had determin'd to moderate 
the exceſhye honours had formerly been paid to the Sons of 
* France, or the firſt Princes of the Blood , who had been Go- 
* yernours of the Province, in going to receive them in their 
* Scarlet Robes ; a punRilio that though it was true, ic had been 
** wav'd indeference to the Duke of Mayexne, it had neverthclels 
© been done mcerly out of reſpe@ to the high, favour wherein 
** he was, when advanc'd to the Government of Guienne: bur 
* that at this time they were reſoly'd to be more referv'd. I never 
in my life ſaw the Duke more ſurpriz'd, than at this news , who, 
jealous of his Honour and Dignity tothe higheſt degree, would 
rather never have enter'd Bordeaux, than to ſuffer the leaft dimi- 
nution of what had been-granted to the Duke-of Mayenne. He 
therefore return'd an anſwer to this Letter , dated the 27. of Fa- , 
nuary 1623.wherein after having briefly anſwer'd what concern'd 
the general Afﬀairs, he inſiſted with great vehemency upon the 
denial of thoſe honours had been paid to his Predeceflor ; telling 
him amongſt other things : ** That if they had never appear'd in 
* their Scarlet Robes, but in honour of the Sons of France, or 
© the Princes of the Blood, he fo well underſtood the reſpe&t due 
to them, as they were in a.capacity of ſucceeding to the Crown, 
* a5 notto defirea new example in his favour ; but that he had 
* not the ſame conſideration for others. The whole Leer being 
writ with his own hand, he commanded me to take a Copy of it, 

from whence I bave taken the very words I preſenc you here. 
The Duke, nor yer ſatisfied with delivering his ſenſe of this Af- 
fair in writing, would moreover diſpatch away Conſtantin the 
Comptroller of his Houſe to Bordeaux to communicate his re- 
ſolution to ſeveral Members of that Parliament, who were his 
particular friends ; wherein he ſucceeded according to his own 
deſire, and his reception was concluded in the ſame form his Pre- 
deceſſors had been receiv'd , ſome of the Company torally dif- 
owning allthe firſt Preſident had writ concerning this buſineſs: 
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Anne by which the Duke having juſt reaſon to believe him the Awmkas. 
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of this ſcruple, he conceiv'd he had a mind to oblige the Sociery 
at the price of his Friends Honour : ſo that being offended to the 
laſt degree, that he ſhould ſo much as bring a thing into diſpute, 
thas was his apparent due; he from thenceforward entertain'd 
very ſiniſter impreſſions of his friendſhip: neither was it long 
bllore he made him ſenſible of it. _ 
Whilſt theſe things were in agitation , the Dake was ſtill ad- 
vancing towards Cadillac, where he intended ar leilurey from the 
Parliaments proceedings to take his meaſures , what he wasto do 
about his entry into Bordeaux. He was here viſited by all the No- 
bility of the Province, by ſeveral of the Parliament men in par- 
ticular, and by an infinite conflux of Gentry, who came to at- 
tend him at his entry, which was concluded to be upon the laſt 
of February 1623. Whilſt he here waited in expeRation of the 
appointed day, he diſpos'd of the Governments of thoſe places 
committed to his charge ; whereof thatof Chafteau-Trompette was 
given to Pleſſis, Nerac to the Count de Maille: but Bergerac,which 
was a command of the greateſt _ , andthe moſt importanc 
place, was put into the hands of the (hevaker de la Yalerte, the 
Duke's nataral Son, who by his bravery had infinitely gain'd up- 
on his love and opinion. The King had beſides theſe places, more- 
over afſign'd him two Regiments in conſtant pay, viz. That of 
the ſaid Chevalier dela Yalette, and that of (aftelbayart , together 
with his Company of Gens-d' Armes ; ſo that his Authority ſup- 
orted by theſe Forces, was much more conſiderable , than any 
of his Predecefſors had ever been. 

The Duke, having thus ſertled the Governments of thele places, 
would now no longer defer his entry, but came to Frans, a houſe 
belonging to a private Gentleman, about half a League only di- 
ſtanr Sk the City, and upon the Banks of the River Garozme, 
wherethe * Jurats of Bordeaux came to receive him in a Boat they 
had prepar'd for that purpoſe. He was by them convey'd'by wa- 
ter to a place call'd Port du Caillay, where he was met without the 
Gate, by all the Companies of the Town, excepting the Parlia- 
ment, who in their Scarlet Robes receiv'd him at the emry of 
the City, I ſhall not here undertake to deſcribe every circum-* 
ance of this Ceremony, northe Magnificence, reſpect , or ap- 
plauſe obſervable in the ſolemnity of this reception , it being 
ſofficient to ſay, that therein nothing was omitted , 'or dimini- 
ſhed of what had formerly been paid to his illuſtrious Predeceſ- 
ſors, and thatthe old affe&ion, both the City, and Ptovince had 
for his Perſon, and Name, produc'd'a greater, and more general 


Joy 
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joy at his arrival, than had amongſt that great people been ob- 
ſery'd of many years before. | 


There was only the Mareſchal de Thertimes , the King's Lieute- TY 


nant inthe Province, who neither paid him honour, nor civility, 


either by Letter, or Viſit, a man, who — he had ever ill ix the 


this time had the Duke's perſon , and friendſhip in very high the 


eſteem; yer having been conſtituted the King's Lieutenant in <h«!4e The- 


chat Province, ſometime before the Duke was promoted to the 
Government, he could not without infinite impaticnce ſee him- 


ſelf abſolutely depriv'd of all the funRions of his Command. *%""*: 


He knew very well the Duke would be ſo ative on his part, that 
very little would be left for him todo; whereas he pretended this 
Lieutenancy had been conferr'd upon him with a promiſe , chat 
if a Governour ſhould happen co be ſer aver him, it ſhould beno 
other than a Prince of the Blood, who ſhould never continue up- 
on the place, and that conſequently, by his abſence , would leave 
him the abſolure command of the Province : and in truth the 
Mareſchals, de Matignon, and d' Ornano, had formerly enjoy'd it af- 
ter that manner : ſo thatthe ſecing himſelf by this uſage defeated 
of thatexpeRation, was, as he himſelf declar'd, the ſubje& of 
his diſcontent. | 

The Duke was very much ſurpriz'd at this proceeding ; he 
| had, asthere was juft.cauſe, ever had the Mareſchal in very high 
eſteem, and could have been glad he would by gentle means have 
been reconcil'd to his duty, chat he might not have been oblig'd 
ro make uſe of thoſe remedies the authority of his Command put 
into his hands : which that he might not do , he conſented that 
ſome who were friends to them both ſhould treat with him about 
a berter underſtanding betwixt them ; he being unwilling, whac 
provocation ſocyer he had, to have recourſe to violence : wherein 
perhaps he was more temperate, than ever in his life before:but in 
the end, ſeeing his patience lerv'd only co make the Mareſchal more 
obſtinate in his unkindneſs , laying aſide all thoſe conſiderations 
that had hitherto withheld him , he would no longer defer to 
make him ſenſible of the difference berwixt a Governour and a 
Lieutenant of Guienne. He therefore began imperiouſly to cancel 
and overthrow all his Orders. A Conſulof Agen, who had been 
created ſo at his recommendation, was diſplacd by the Duke's 
command, for no other reaſon, but becauſe he had been preferr'd 
at his requeſt; ſuch of the Gentry, orthe People, as were known 
to be affeionate to the Mareſchal were certain to obtain little fa- 
vour with the Governour : if any order was preſented him ſign'd 


by the Mareſchal, he would preſently iflue our another co _ 
| ede 
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ſede the firſt 5 whatever carried the name of Themines, was inva- 
lid, and whatever he own'd as his a&t muſt ſignifie nothing ar all. 


YM And morcover to let him ſee he had the ſame Authority over him 


* Or chief 
JariſdiRti- 
vn, 


An Accom- 
modation 
berwixt che 
Duke and 
the Mareſ- 
chal The- 


mines, 


in his own particular Countrey, he had in other places, the Duke 
prepar'd himſelf to go tor Cahors , whither the Mareſchal was re+ 
tir'd, and accordingly went. The Mareſchal's Houle ſtood near 
this City, he was moreover inveſted with the * Seneſchalſy of the 
Countrey, his chicfeſt Relations, Friends, and Acquaintance in- 
habited there : notwithſtanding all which, at the Duke's arrival 


the Mareſchal quitted him the place,and retir'd to hisown houſe; 


where ſeeing himſelf as it were ſhut up , without Reputation, 
without Authority, and almoſt without Friends, he began, though 
ſomething with the lateſt, roſee the error he had committed. He 
then plainly ſaw himſelf ſo overmatch'd, that he could not con- 
tend, but co his ruine; nor longer ſtand out to other purpoſe, 
chan thereby to make the advantagesof his Superior more mani- 
feſtly appear ; and then ic was that he rendred himſelf more fas 
cile to his friends perſwafions, who had betore been fruicleſly im- 
portunate with him, to reconcile himſelf co his Duty, to acknow- 
ledge the Duke's Authority, and to ſeek his friendſhip. He there- 
fore ſentto the Duke to make an Apology for what had pals'd, 
and to lethim know, that if he had hitherto fail'd of paying the 
reſpect duets his Quality, and Command, it had not proceeded 
from any diſlike he had of his perſon, which he hadin as high re- 
verence, andeſteem, as any man living 3 and that he ſhould have 
look'd upon it as a very great honour to obey him, had-nort the 
Fecernel?, of forme years Authority wherein he had commanded in 
Chict, and the aſſurances had been given him he ſhould do ſo 
ſill, blinded his Judgment from ſeeing his duty : That he did 
therefore beſeech him, he might be permitted to come tender his - 
excuſes for what had paſs'd,and to aſlure him ot his obedience for 
the time to come. The Duke was very well pleas'd to find this 
Lord, a man full of years, and honour, in ſo good a diſpoſiti- 
on ; neither had he begun to juſtle him, ill after having expedted 
the return of his good humour with the extremeſt patience ; ſo 
that he ſent him word he ſhould be infinitely glad to fee him, and 
that he might be confident for the future af as civil uſage, as he 
had hitherto found rough, and perverſe dealing in theexerciſe of 
his Command. | 

A day for their interview being agreed upon by their friends, 
the Duke would by no means ſuffer it to be in the Capital City of 


hisGovernment, being unwilling to expoſe the Age, and Perſon 


of the Mareſchal to ſo publick a ſatisfa&ion , bur appointed ir to 
be 
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be at Saints Foy, whicher he himſelf accordingly came, accompa- " Amin. 
nied with many perſons of Quality of the Province ; thicher rhe 162+ 
Mareſchabalſo.came to wait upon him , when coming into the' WY 
Duke's Lodgings , he receiv'd him withour ſtirring oue of his 
Chamber, tor which he made his being furpriz'd at Play his ex» 
cuſe. It had been concluded that the Mareſchal at their meetin 
ſhould ſay (as he did) © My Lord, I am yoar very bumble Servant;. 
« and am come to give you an aſſurance that I amſo, and that 1 ſhall be 
: © proud of any opportunity Þberein 1 may by a better teftimony manifeſt 
© it to you, and therein ſatisfie the King's Command, and my own Du- 
© ty. To which the Duke return'd for anſwer in as few words, 
which had alſo been fer down in writing : © Sr, you oblige me 
* with your Friendſhip ; you. and 1 are both of us in a capacity of ad 
* vancing bis Maſeſties Service in this Province , 1 ſhall gladly concur 
© With you in any thing that may be conducing to it, and embrace any 
& occaſion wherein I may let you ſee, that [ have ever had an eſteem for 
«* your Valour, and Merit, and that I am your Servant. This firſt 
viſit continued but very little longer, when the Mareſchal taking 
his leave, the Duke brought him only to the top of the ttairs, 
without going any further, by which he would let him ſee , that 
he both underſtood his place, and knew how to keep ir. | 
The Mareſchal, having afrer this firſt complement , continued 
two days Samt-Foy in perfe&t intelligence with the Duke , at 
laſt frankly told him : ** That be bad us'd him according to'his deſert ; 
* that he bad made bim know his duty ; and that he took ut for a greater 
« }onour to be ſubſervient to him, than to any other perſon of France. And 
in cruth he afterwards contimiied', both whilſt he ſtaid in the Go« 
vernment, and when he was made Governour of Brutaiy (which 
hapned'a few years after) to render him fo mitich honor, and re- 
ſpeR, and ro give him ſo many teftimonies of friend(hip , char { 
do- not think the Duke had a truer friend in the Kingdom: Yet 
did not all this paſs in the order it is here ſer down , there htving 
'becn ſome years of interval, berwixt their coldnelſs, arid their re- 
conciliation: But Ichoſerather to tecord theſe paſſages all toge- 
| ther, than to diſperſe them into ſeyeral pages of miy Hiſtory ; 
conceiving ſuch adivifion would more hav&intangled thethred of 
my diſcourſe, tha: would have been recompens'd by the order, int 
a more exact obſervation of- the ſucceffion' ot time. - © © | 
This Quarrel with the Mare/chal de T hemtines was not yet com The Duke 
pos'd, ' when the Duke (who had never enough to doYreloly'd ro £9 ©5097 
come'ts an oper! rupture with the firſt Preſidente de 'Gourenes, prure with 
without difſembling any longer his reſentment of thie ill” Offices penrt 
he bad receiv'd at his hands, I have alrcady given an' accowpc ol es 
; E 
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the Injury, which was the Preſidents propoſing a diminution of 
Honours at the Duke's reception, a thing thar, bearing with it 
a ſhew of contempt, paſs d in the Duke's opinion for an irrepa- 
rable offenſe. Neither could he forbear at his firſt viſit, to give 
him ſome hints of his diſpleaſure, nor from manifeſting alictle re- 
ſervedneſs towards him : and ( as heated ſpirits never want occa- 
ſion of new offcnſe ) his paſſion making the lighteſt prerenſes , ro 
paſs for reaſon, and juſt cauſes, there ſoon after fell out new acci- 
dents, which animated the Duke againſt the firſt Preſident to the 
laſt degree. This man, ſubtle and dextrous as the beſt , very well 
foreſccing,that without the concurrence of his Brethren, he ſhould 
never beableto withſtand the power of the Duke he had ſo high- 
ly provok'd, began betimes tothink of intereſting his Fraternity 
in the Quarrel, to the end that under the proteRtion of the whole 
Body, he might the better defend his own particular. intereſt. 
Neither did he herein fail to uſe ſome artifice, which he manag'd 
ſo, that in putting finiſter interpretations upon the Duke's beſt 
intentions, he pofleſs'd the whole Company with a jealouſie, 
that the Duke labour'd to encroach upon the Authoriry of theip 
Eftate : A part whercin all Societies of men. are ſoſcnhible, and 
tender, as that from the leaft ſhadows, the higheſt diviſions arc 
yery frequently obſerv'd to ariſe. And here, though the Duke la- 
bour'd toclear their ſuſpicion, by laying the truth before them ; 
yerthe firſt impreſſions were ſo deep, and the Preſident knew ſo 
well how to manage their miſ-apprehenfion, that it was impol- 
fible co diſ-unite him from his Colleagues, 

The Duke exaſperated, as he had juft cauſe, at the miſ-under- 
ſanding Gourgues fomented betrwixt che Parliament and him, 
would not give him altogether the advantage of an Agpreflor ; 
bur ſpeedily ſought our all occaſions to vex him, and to afſaulc 
him both in his Reputation and Fortune. He was therefore by his 
order diſputed with about ſome priviledges., he pretended to, 
and uſurp'd (as was ſaid) to the prejudice of the City of Li- 
bourne, near unto which he had a dwelling houſe: but he gave 
him a more ſenſible blow,by prohibiting the Poſt-Maſter of Bor- 
deanx in his ablenceany more to carry the Couriers, that came 
through the City, tothe farlt Preſidents houſe, though for ſpme - 
time it had been their cuſtom ſo to do; pretending that it was 
witchaut any right at all, and that conſequently he might by his 
Authority averthrow that cuſtom, as a new thing,and that depen- 
ded abſolutely upon his Command. Ir is moſt certain, that. had 
matters reſted here, the Prefident would have receiv'd a notable 
affront; his moſt intimate trieads having generally blam'd him, 
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for applying himſelf much more to-Politick, than ta Judicial Af- Anno 
fairs, and forthat by doing more, than he was concern'd co doin 1623. 
the one, heleft himſelt no leiſure ro perform what he was oblig'd Vu 
to do in the other. OM - 

The firſt Preſident being a crafty man , as has been ſaid, dex- 
trouſly taking hold of this occafion, as ſuddenly remonſtrated to 
the Company : © That it in this Afﬀair,as inthe other of Libourne, 
"* there had been nothing, but what pointed at his own private in- | 
* rereſt, he ſhould not have been concern'd. inthe leaft ; bur. chat ; | 
*itaim'd directly at the honour, and dignity of the whole Body, 
"of which he was-much more tender , than: of - any concern of 

** his own, That the diſpatch of the Poſts did no more reſpe& 

** him in particular; than the other Officers ot Parliament, he ha- 

© ving therein only the priyiledge. of prioxity, without. having 

'* any power limited co his perſon :, That in his abſence, hewho 

© was next in order inthe Company, had the lame right to ex- 

* amine the Couriers, toenquire of their news, , and ro dilſmils 
them : Thar therefore ſince the Injury was common to them 

*all, and thatthe Duke madeir:manifeſt enough, he endeavour'd 

© to deſtroy the Authority of Parliament ,"ic was neceſſary they 
* ſhould. unanimouſly. concur with him in the lupporc of their 
«© own Dignity and Power : Tharit they did not vigoroufly op- 
*-pole this firſt attempt upon chem, they would ſee chemtglyes in- 
* ſenſibly depriv'd of all cheir Priviledges ; and thac che:Sovereign 
* Authority, they were inveſted withal, would in the end be leſs 
* conſiderable, than that of cheir ſubalternate Judges : Thar 
* chough in this Aﬀair he was mcerly animated by che common 
© intereſt, he nevertheleſs frecly ofter'd himlelf alone , co ftand 
<* the ſhock of the Duke's urmoſt Indignation , wherein:though 
© he ſhould periſh, and be cruſh'd vnder the weight ot his Power, 
« he ſhould nevertheleſs be proud ot ſo glorious a Fate, as to be 
© ſacrific'd for the honour of that Aflembly. 2: 
Iris not to be imagin'd how ftrange an impreſſon this Ha- 
rangue made upon the minds of this Fraternity , tþe whole body 2 
almoſt being thereby berray'd into the Animoſity of their head, 
ſome few only of the eldeſt, and moſt afte&tionate to 'the Duke, 
endeavour'd to-qualifie the heat of this diſpute, but in'vain ; ic be- 
ing impoſſible for them to ſtop the violence of the Torrent: ſo 
that the Duke, who thought he had only. one enemy, to deal 
withal, found above an hundred rais'd up in mutiny againtt him. 
Nay their impatience. was ſuch, that they would nor defer a mo- 
ment the paſſing of an Ac, at thartvery licting , in oppolition co 
the command he had given concerning the Couriers : tis indeed | 
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 jeſty, whilſt the peace of the Kingdom, and the good condition 


rendred: butafter this Thunder-clap from the Parliament , che: 
Duke was deaf toll overtures of agreement, his invincible ſpi-- 
rit, that had everbeen inflexiblein all the undenakings of his life, 
ſuggeſtitig to him, thae ic would be an eternal blemiſh to- his ho- 
nour, fiould hein the leaſt moderate his firſt reſenrment, for all 
the great numberof enemiesthat were'declard againſt him. 

The beginnings of this Feud were ſo light, and trivial in them- 
ſelves, that I ſhould not have been ſo particular inthe relation of 
them, had they not brought on thoſe greater diſputes, that ſince 
hapndd berwixtche Duke, andthis Parliament; andthis is ſo uns 
willing a Recotd, that Fcould heartily wiſh all that is furthet to 
be ſaid of this Aﬀair , might be totally raz'd our of the Duke's 
life, that the memory thereof mighe.for ever be extin&t. Neither 
the Parliament, nor he got any advantage by it : the publick was 


the greateſt loſer, as it will ever fall out in ſuch diffentions, ' 


The Duke of Epernon's mind was not ſe wholly taken up with 
theſe diviſions, bue that he had a care of the ſettlement of his 
own Domeſtick Aﬀaits, which the Queen Mothers clcape from 
Blois, the War that ſucceeded, the ſeveral expeditions he after- 
terwards undertook for the King's Service ,, and his chargeable 
Journeys whilſt he attended the Court , had brought into yery 
great diſorder; He was at this cime above ſeven hundred thouſand 
Livers in debt,that he had taken up at Paris upon a Rent-Charge , 
which one of his Domefticks,that had been brooght up in his Fa- 
mily, undertook to acquit him of, ſhew'd him which way it was 
to be done, and perform'd what he had undertaken : and this 
was the foremention'd Conſtantin , Comptroller of his Houſe ; 
who as he could by no better way expreſs his Gratitude to his Be- 
nefaor, than by doing him ſo importanta piece of Service, he, 
without any viſible diminution of the Duke's ordinary way of 
living, manag'd the buſineſs ſo, that his Maſter in a few years had 
che ſarisfation of ſeeing himſelf difingag'd from that prodigious 
Debt. Which, as I have laid, was effeQcd without any other incon- 
venience'than the retrenchment of ſome ſuperfluons expenſes on- 
ly (which his diſtance from the Court (where he was refolv'd no 
moreto reſide) rendred akogether unneceſlary. So great a bleſſing. 
is an intelligent, and faithful Servant, 

But to eftabliſh the order which for the future was to be ob- 
ſerv'd in referenceto this work, the Duke was upon the matter 
oblig'd to'make a Journey to Paris, to examine the Accompts of 
his Agents there, he therefore'ſent to the King to'entrear his Ma- 


he 
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he had ſettled his Government in, rendred his preſence leſs ne- uno 


ceſlary there, to give him leave ſo to do. His requeſt was eaſily 
granted, and he accordingly departed from Bordeaux in the lat- 
rer end of November 1623. and came to Paris about» the end of 


1623. 


— a> $0 
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December following. Some haye' ſuppos'd he did not ſo much $9*5 0 


defirethis Journey, for any thing that concern'd his Domeſtick 
Afﬀeairs, as to ſeeif any benefir was ro be made of the Queen 
Mothers good inclinations cowards him , and to try the grateful 
return ſhe made him to expect for the ſignal Services he had done 
her inthe time of her diſgrace. She was of late years become all 
in all at Court, and many of her Servants, that had nor ſo well 
merited from her, as the Duke had done, had receiv'd very great 
| rewards: but he could 'not perceive the ſame difpoſitions £0- 
wards him, nor diſcover the gratitude ſhe had promis'd him, 
whey ſhe was inthe worſt condition to exprels it: on the con- 


trary, as if with her Fortune ſhe had chang'd her Nature , and as * 


' if by being become happy, and powerful, ſhe had been no more 


the ſame Princeſs the Duke had ſo well ſerv'd, when ſhe was un- 


der perſecution, and had no power at all : ſhe no more rememe 


bred him, ſhe wag oblig'd to have recompens'd , by all ſorts of 
benefit and favour. 

The Duke came to Paris ſo well attended , that of many years 
before, there had not bcen ſeen any perſon of his condition en- 


OourTr; 


ter the City with ſo numerous a Train. Many perſons of very Arrives at 


eminent quality went out as far as Chaftre ro meer him, and his 
coming was very remarkable by the ſolitude was obſerv'din the 
Louvre, where there ſcarce remain'd any, ſave the King's own Do- 
meſtick Servants: A thing his Majeſty very well obſerv'd, and 
was nothing diſpleas'd at ic : but on the contrary, having that 
day taken notice of ſome Gentlemen inthe Preſence, who had de» 
pendence upon the Duke , he merrily ſaid torhem, Aow comes it 
to paſs you are not gone out to meet the Duke of Eſpernon ? bell talk 
| With you for this When be comes. So ready his Majeſty was to caule 
' that honour to be paid him that was juſtly his duc. 

He was receiv'd at his coming by the King, and the Queens, 
with very great kindneſs ; and falling to his buſineſs preſently at- 
ter his arrival, Fauroy a Councellor of State , and one. of his 
Agents, a man of great vertue, and very good at buſineſs , gave 
him up his Accomprs cxa&tly juſt and right ; but Yalliech his old 
Secretary having = ox #y ſome people under him , who had ei-: 


Parts, 


Anno 


1624« 


ther been not very caretu], or not very honeſt , fell ſhort above A generous 


fifty thouſand Livers, which this good Maſter franckly forgave 


att of che | 
Dukeof E/- 


him, his noble nature, it ſhould ſeem, not being able co content perm, 
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that even ſo great a faulr as bis negligence ſhould ruine the Affairs 


1624. of his own Family. 
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| * All his Accompts, and the other Aﬀairs that moſt requir'd his 
preſence at Paris, were iy leſs than four months diſpatch'd ; fo 
that cowards the latter end of Aprit he began to think of hisrecurn 
inro Guienne. The Court was then at Compiegne , whither the 
Duke went to receive the King's Commands, ſuppoſing this 
ſhould be the laſt leave he was totake; and nor expeRing that his 
Age, which was now very far advanc'd (he being art this time 
near upon threeſcore,and ten years old) would permit him to make 
another Journey cight years after,as hedid in a marvellous health, 
and vigour. | 
WhAR the Duke ſtaid at Compiegne, the King who would have 
been very glad to have the mil-underſtanding berwixt him and 
the Parliament compos'd, caus'd d' Herbaut, Secretary of State, to 
treat with him about it: wherein the Duke expreſs d himſelf ve- 
ry willing to an Accommodation, and ſo far as to conſent tothe ' 
A& about the Couriers, which was, in his own preſence, by the 
Council determin'd in the Parliaments favour : He was moreover 
ſatisfied with the Order the King ſent to ſuſpend - the Election of 
the Maire of Libourne (which was another main thing in diſpute) 
till his return into the Province : But the firſt Preſident was not 
ſo well diſpos'd to peace; he conceiv'd this Accommodation 
would infinitely leflen the Authoricy he had got amongſt his 
Brethren during theſe controverhes ; and therefore without any - 
regard either tothe King's Command, or the Duke's Order preci- 
pitated the EleCtion of the Maire, whom the Duke found eſta- 
bliſh'd at his arrival; from whence aroſe a new, and higher quar- 
rel than before : So that if intruth the Duke was hercin to 'be 
condemn'd for having in the beginning proſecuted things with 
roo much heat, the Preſident cannot, in my opinion, be excus'd, 
for thus urging them to the laſt extremes, without ever yielding to 
ſuch a reconciliation, as might, being timely apply'd , have pre- 
vented the enſuing milchiets. | | 
The Duke having thus ſettled thoſe of his: Domeſtick Afﬀairs, 
that requir'd his prelence at Pars, and done his part to provide 
as well for the "4 quiet of his Government , departed fart 
from (ompiegne, and ſoon after from Paris to return into Gujenne. 
He would in this Journey take Eſpernon in his way, that he might 
rouch at Chartres, in order to ſome Deyotions, Whither Cartier, 
whom he had leftat Courr, ro lolicit his Afﬀairs in the place of 
Palliech, diſpatch'd an expreſs Courier to him to let him know tha 
Cardinal Richelieu was ſince his departure created prime Miniſter 
; of 
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of State. I was preſent when the Duke recciv'd this news, at Anno 
which he was the more ſurpriz'd, foraſmuch as he had dilco- 1624. 
ver'd nothing of that deſign inthe time of his being ar Court, 
though he had becn very frequent with che Queen 'Mother, who 
had alſo conſtrain'd her elf ro diflemble a little forc'd ſhew of par- 
ticularity, and confidence in him ; by which he evidently ſaw he 
was not upon ſo good terms with her, as they had a mind to 
make him believe he was : he notwithſtanding ſaid no more at 
preſent bur this: That the Cardinal was indecd a man of great dex- 
erity 3 but that he would very much chaige the face of Afﬀairs, 
ſhould he long continue at the Helme. Upon the inſtant he, ac- 
cordingto- his cuſtom, ſent him a Complement upon his new 
promotion, which doubtleſs was not very acceptable to the Car- 
dinal; there being ſcarce any ſpace left at the top of the Letter, 
and nothing more than, loxr very humble Seryant , ſubſcrib'd at 
the bottom; a ſtyle thathe continued a great while, and perhaps 
_ toolong for the intereſt of his Afﬀairs, though it was indeed no 
other than what he ever us'd to all other Cardinals. 

After having diſpatch'd this Camplement , he continued his 
Journey towards Guienne ; where he arriv'd in the beginning of 
July, and wherethe firſt thing he did after his arrival was to come 
mit the pretended Maire of Libourne to priſon , he having been * 
advanc'd to that Magiſtracy in contempt of the King's Order. 
The firſt Preſident had herein his hearts defire, neither did he New diffe- 
fail ro make uſe of this occaſion , to intereſt the whole Body in [*1<*,ve- 
the affront, which he ſaid was the greateſt violence imaginable Duke of £/- 
upon their Authority ; a high Complaint whereof was imme- ?/7 00 
diately ſent away to the Council. The King though very much diſ- men of por- 
ſatisfied with the firſt Preſident, would not rievertheleſs abſolutely 4%; 
countenance the Duke in the Juſtice he had executed in hisjfown 
behalf 3 but wric to him to ſer the Priſoner ar liberty, though that 
Letter could not prevail , the Duke pretending to believe that this 
Command had been procur'd either at the importunity of ſome of 
the intereſted party, or negligently granted, as many times a Let- 
ter under the Privy Seal was not hard to obtain. Burt the Cardi. 
nal bceome now (as has been (aid) all powerful in Aﬀairs, having 
undertaken to eſtabliſh his Majefties abſolute Authority (which 
was in effect the eſtabliſhment of his owrApon the contempt of 
this order, caus'd a poſitive ſentence to be pals'd in the Council, 
bearing date the 12th. of Auguſt, wherein it was order'd : That | 
the Priſoner ſhould immediately be enlarg'd. By which magiſte- The Cardt- 
rial proceeding, it was then beliey'd, as it was very likely, that the 5a! #icheliew 
Cardinal would exerciſe this ſeverity cowards the Duke , that = © 4.47095 
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Anno will might no more be diſputed; not doubting but that after an 


1624. 
WWW 


example like this all the other great men of the Kingdom would 
acquicice in his Commands. This Arrcſt was directed to the 
Chief Juſtice d' Autry, to caule it to be put into ſpeedy execution, 
without ſo much as forbearing to hear any Reaſons the Duke 
could repreſent to juſtific the demur he had given to his Majeſtics 


firſt Order. * 
His Sons who were at Court, and le Pleſſis (whom he had ſent 


_ thither not long before upon ſeveral accomprs) us'd their urmoſt 


endeavour, that the ſeriding away of this Arreſt, lo highly prejus 
dicial to the Duke's Honour, might be ſome time deferr'd , they 
were vehemently importunatewiththe Queen Mother , and the 
Cardinalto that purpoſe ; burallto no effe&, the Queen' in fo 
light, though nevertheleſs ſo ſenſible an Aﬀair, totally abandon- 
ing the Duke's Intereſt, who had ſo paflionately embrac'd hers in 
ſo important occaſ1ons, and the Cardinal being obſtinate in his 


reſolution, allthe favour they could obtain in this bufineſs , was 


from d' 4utry himſelf, who was perſwaded not to produce the 
Order : but it was upon condition the Duke ſhould enlarge the 
Priſoner, as he immediately did, and that too the Court would 
have him underſtand to be a ſpecial Grace. After this manner then 
they began to reward the Duke's,and his Sons Services, they gave 
them things of no moment, for the higheſt obligations, and moſt 
current pay : they were continually us'd at this rate, and itis not 
to be belicy'd whartprejudice theſe inconſiderable things were to 
the Duke's more important Aﬀairs, nor what encouragement it 
gave lictle people frequently to offend him. It had therefore been 
to have been wiſh'd, either that he could have ' ſupported theſe 
affronts in his Adminiftration, with a better temper ,-or totally 
have retir'd himſelf out of their way : but his great ſpiricthat had 
neverencountred any difficulty it had not overcome, was impati- 
entto be reſiſted by men , . who as 'they were ſingle incapable of 
conteſting with him, being embodied, would neither relent, nor 
obey. 

The Cardinal, ſtung no doubt, with the Conſcience of having 
in ſo trivial athing, diſoblig'd a man , who had formerly been 
ſerviceable to him in ſo many important occaſions, would make 
himlelf Mediator beixe the Duke and the Parliament, and 


conſequently dilpatch'd away Guron to Bordeaux for that end, 


with Inſtcu&ions thar joyntly with d* Autry, he ſhould labour an 
Accommodation berwixt them, By Guron the Cardinal writ to 
the Duke, that his Journey was abſolutely upon his accompt, and 
in his favour, offering withal his Service in this, and in all other 
; occaſ1- 
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occafions:: but theſe» Complements. were: accompanied. with no. Anns 
marks of honour and xcipeet, the Cardinal. (doubtleſs nettled, at 1624. 
the little Ceremony:the Duke had:oblerv'd with him in bis. cog- YO 
gratulatory Letter at his. promotion tothe Miniſtry)leaving by his 
example, þut.a very-lixtle pace above the firſt line, and.concluding 
hisLetrec wich only Jour affeGionate Servant.Before Guron's arrival, 
the difference had: been already compos'd by the mediation of 
& Autry: but the Duketouch'd.to the quick ar the ill uſage he 
had receiy'dfrom Court, was not to be appeas'd with: fo lie a 
(iisfaRion; and1 have cverthoughr that the injury he. appre- 
hended-upon.this. occation, was perhaps the firſt, if not the only. 
motive, that totally alienated his heart from the Cardinal's Inte- 
reſts, which (as you may have obſerv'd) he once had in as bigh 
confideraticn as his own. Þ 
The Peace that had been concluded before, Montpellier, in the 4,v, 
year 1622. had hitherto continued the Aﬀaixs. of the Kingdom in 
ſome repoſe, and though thoſe of the Reform'd Religion expreſs'd 
great diſpoſitions toa new Commotion, there was as yet-no mas« 
nifeſt breach ; ſo that men rather liv'd in expe&ation of freſh 
Alarms, than in any diſorder of open War. When Seub:ze, by an 
attempt he made upon the King's Shippiny at Blaver , began firſt : 
to break the Ice. All the reſt of the Parcy brake into Arms atthe a ew War; 
ſametime, and the Duke of Rohan, who had long been known 
to be the head of that Faction , infeRting all' parts of the King- 
dom which were afteRionare to his way, with his diſconrents, 
ſtirr'd them into Inſurreftion, without ever moving from Seve- 
n«es, and without meeting the leaſt contradiction. A promptitude = 
in his Partizans ſo much the more to be wondred ar, as he com- 
manded a ſort of people, whole obedience was only yoluntary, 
and from which every one conceiy'd himſclito be diſpens'd by all, 
both Divine, and Humane Laws. 
Montauban was one of the Cities not only of Guienne, but al- The Revolc 
ſo of the whole Kingdow, that cngag'd the deepeſt in this Revole, 7 29 
the Inhabitants whereof by having had a Siege rais'd from before = 
their Walls, and by having baffled a Royal Army , even when 
animated by the preſence of the King himlelf , being elevared to 
ſuch a degree of Vanity, as tothink chemlelves invincible , and 
their City a place not co be taken. A prelumption that it was ne- 
yerthele(s very neceflary ſhould be corrected, and the people by 
ſome exemplary Punilſhmearc made (eaſible of their Crimes. tr 
ſhould ſeem that the Duke of Eſpernon was by his Deſtiny call'd 
into Guienne only for this end ; he had formerly lubdu'd the pride 
of Rochelle ; neither did che King doubt but that he wauld be as 
ſucceſsful 
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ſucceſsful at Montauban, and that his Vertue (which had ever been 
fatal tothe Capital Ciries of tholcof the Religion) afliſted by his 


LW powerful Arms, would alſo cauſchis Authority tobe-acknow- 


ledg'd and obey'd here, as it had done in other places. \ ''-- 

| He ſent order therefore 'to' the Duke to-rake Arms, and to 
waſt the Countrey all about FAontauban; tin order whereunto 
(though the King/in his own judgment chought.it an-Encerprize 
of great difficulcy )- he notwichſtanding allow'd him-'no [more 
than/30006. men, in three new'rais'd Regiments , to wit, that of 
St. (ro1x,/d' Ornano, Foncaude, and Maille, wherewichal roeffe& it, 
He receiv'd a Command withal *to- make ſome Leavies'; his: 
own Company of -:Gens-d' 4rmes, and four more of Light Horſe 
were alſodrawn ifito the Field for this Expedition. With' theſe 


| The Dike's Forces he departed from his Houſe Cadifae , to'advance' to - Moiſ- 


Forces. 


fac, alittle Town abont four Leagues diſtant from Montaaban, the 
appointed Rendezyous for the: Volunteer-Troops , and Gentry ; 
of the latter whereof, the number was ſo great;that there was an 
appearanceof above fix hundredGentlemen.;. | og? 751 
It was ſaid that there had hardly been ſeen ſo greatia conflux 
of Gentry, under-any Governour, as frequentlyattended this; he 
having never, any occaſion to mornt to Horſe; for -his Majeſties 
Service, that there was not- more complaints 'of unkindneſfs ta- 
ken, that they. had not been ſummon'd co their Duty., than'excu- 
ſes made becauſe they did not come. 3; el Sd326 5 
It will perhaps ſcem ſtrange, chat the Duke's humor eniflin'd 
ratherto auſterity than 'ſweerneſs ſhould acquire hin {6 many 


' lovers, and friends; for certainly he was ferv'd out of affection, 


it being impoſſible that fear could ever have drawn after. him fo 
many{ree, and voluntary perſons. Such as thave before me refle- 
&ed uponthis oblervatiqn, have conceiy d that this univerſal love 
was deriv'd from his Juſtice, of all others the moſt popular ver- 
true (as in truth the Duke was a man of moſt unblemiſh'd Equi- 
ty) orthat it might proceed fromthe infinite number of Employ- 
ments , Offices , and Benefits: he had , diſpers'd throughout the 
whole Province of Guienne ; wherein there were very tewyFamilies 
of any note, that ſtood not highly oblig'd, either immediately to 
him, or to his Intereſt for ſome 11gnal favour. To which they 


| have moreover added the generous diſpoſition he had' todo all 


good offices for his Friends, who although he was not apt to be 
familiar, was nevertheleſs very civil, conftantin his friendſhips, 
and always the ſame, inſomuch that one good: word: from: his 
mouth, or one gracious undiflembled look,” prevail'd more upon 
thole who receiv'd thole petty fayours, than the larger promiles, 

and 
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and more winning behaviour of ſome others, who in two days Anno 
would no more know the-very man, to whom they had ſo lately 1625. 
before vow'd the Friendſhip of their whole lives. WY 
The Duke came to Moifſac in Tune, and removed thence to- 
wards ,Montauban in the beginning of July , with a Commiſſon 
equally extending as well into Languedoc, as Guienne , by reaſon 
that City , which is ſituated upon the Confines of both 
thoſe Provinces, has a grear part of its Territory lying in Lan- 
guedoc. He taok up his Quarters at Montleigh, and ( aſtelſarrazin, 
from whence, as occaſion ſerv'd, advancing with his Forces ſtill The Coun- 
nearer the City, he executed the King's Command whercever he */*7 30 
went with ſo much vigour, and ſeverity, that the footſteps of this 12d waſte. 
expedition were to be ſeen a long time after. 
Yet was not this perforga'd without great reſiſtance, thole of 
Montauban had had carly intelligence of the preparations againſt 
them ; neither had they neglected any thing. that might conduce 
' tothe defenſe of their fruirs, or to the ſupport of the Repucation 
they had acquir'd in the preceding War. Beſides the great number 
of warlike Inhabitants, chey had within cheir City, chey were 
morcover reinforc'd with a ſtrong Garriſon without, commanded 
by Mentbrun, a Gentleman of great Quality in Dauphine , and a 
man of very great Valour, ſent thither for that purpoſe by the 
Duke of Rohan , to which they had allo call 'd in ſeveral of their 
Neighbours to their affiſtance ; ſo that the Duke never approach'd 
their Walls (which notwithſtanding. he did almoſt every day) 
bur that there follow'd very ſmart Engagements, with greatloſs of 
men on the Enemies fide: In ſome whereof there were lefc 
ſomerimes 2co, ſometimes more dead upon the place; wherein 
certainly the numerous Gentry, that attended the Duke in this 
expedition, were of infinite great uſe; for the place being envi- 
ron'd almoſt on all ſides with Plains of very large extent, and the Tiote of the 
Enemy having many more, and much better Foot, than the vor 1 pts : 
Duke, had not thoſe brave Trgops of Horſe continually repell'd .orous re- 
them, it had been to be fear'd , that Victory would not always '!tazce. 
have been ſo partial to the Royal fide. 
' The Duke perhaps never expos'd his perſon more , than in 
theſe frequent Engagements ; the precincts of the City were ſo 
great, that they requir'd above a months time rorally to deſtroy 
their fruits, of all which time few days pals'd , as has been ſaid, 
without an Encounter, and in all choſe Encounters the Duke 
wasever in perſon, at the head of his Troops , encouraging his 
men, not ſo much by his voice, as by his example. BY 
How grearocyer the faults of thoſe of Montauban might be, * 
Kkk it 
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Anno it was nor nevertheleſs wirhourt great relu&tancy , that the Duke 
1625. executed his Majeſties Order upon the fruits of the Countrey with 


WW WW 


Sonhizs ene 


_ cCeavours to 


divert the 
Duke. 


ſo great ſeverity, and certainly he muſt have had a very obdurate 
heart, that would not have been touch'd with compaſhon at the 
ſight of ſo many lamentable obje&s, as were every where to be 
ſeen, Iremember that from Pickqueres (a place famous for having 
been the King's Quarter during the Siege of Fontanban , and 
from whence the whole Plain betwixt the Rivers Tarn, and Vai- 
ran lay open to the view) ſo ſoon as the obſcurity of the night gave 
colour to the Fire that had been kindled by day; one might lee'a 
thouſand Fires at once : the Corn, Fruit-Trees, Vines, and Hou- 
ſes were the Aliments that nourifh'd chis Flame : a ſadder fight E 
never ſaw ;, neither can I imagine that che horrors of War can 
be repreſented in a more dreadtul form. Yet was not this ſeverity 
alcogether unprofitable, evet rothoſe upon whom it was infli- 
Red ; I having heard ſeveral of them ſince confels, that nothing 
ſo much diſpos'd them to the acceptation of Peace, as this auſtere 
uſage; and they were indeed the firſt that embrac'd ir, and who 
ſerv dfor a leading example to the. other rebellious Cities of theit 
Party todo the ſame. > 
While the Duke was thus taken up at Montauban , Soubize 
thinking either to divert him from his Enterprize, or to make uſe 
of his abſence, and the great number of Gentry, who were gone 
along with him, for the effeting ſome notable exploit in the 
lower Gaſcony,was landed with three thouſand five hundred Foot, 
and ſome few Horſe in the Countrey of Medoc. .T his lictle Coun- 


. trey, which is almoſt all the Duke's, environs a great part of the 


Metropolis of ' Bordeaux, extending it [elf to the very Gates of the 
City 3 many of the richeſt Inhabitants whereof having poſſeſſi- 
ons there, and Soubize having a defign to draw from the City a 
large Contributior! , he chreatned the Citizens to deſtroy their | 
Houſes and Fruits in the Countrey (of which he thought him- 
ſelf without contradiction the abſolute Maſter) if they did not 
ſpeedily ranſome them with a very conſiderable Summe. As he 
himlſelt preſs'd the City on the one fide, he had of another caus'd. 
Verger Malagnet a Gentleman of his party , ro come aſhore at a 
little point of Land, in the River of Bordeaux , that divides the 
Rivers of Garonne, and Dordongne , call'd Bec-Damhbez,, hoping 
by that means to cut off the Commerce of thoſe two Rivers 19k 
the City , and by ſtreightning it both by Land, and by Water, 
the ſooner to perſwade the Inhabirants to give him his demand. 
T his deſign (which was not ill projected, if ic had been as well 

executed) alarm'd both the Parliament, and the people to ſuch a 

| degree 
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degree, that a greater confuſion was hardly any where tobeſcen : 
they knew not which way to turn them for their defenſe; and 


— — —— _— 


Anno 
1625; 


though they had burroo many Forces within themſelves to detend VV 


their City'fromthe threatned miſchief, yer had they no mind to 
examine their own ſtrength, chat they might nor be oblig'd to 
put them to the Teſt.” In this extremity the Af Preſident (though 
upon no very good terms wich the Duke , notwithſtanding the 


. late Accommodation) made no difficulty to have recourſe to him, 


to implore his Affiſtance, for this time laying aſide all Animoſi- 
ties, and Averſions: but it was only to aflume them again, when 
the Duke had deliver'd him from this fear, as will hereafter 
_ appear. 

Ac the firſt intelligence the Duke receiv'd of Soaubize his land- 


ing in Medoc, though he could not himſelf leave the work he had 


begun, without infinice prejudice to the King's Service; yet 
would he not omit his care to the preſervation of the principal 
City:in his Government. He therefore in all haſte diſpatch'd awa 

le Pleſjis ro Bordeaux, to adviſe with the Parliament whar a 
was to be taken, for the relief of the City, and Countrey, againſt 


Soubize his attempts; giving him order withal to draw our part of 


the Garriſon of Bergerac, and to raiſe new Forces within his owa 
Territories, to ſerve himſelf withal upon this occalion; writing 
moreover to his Friends and Seryants in the Countrey to joyn 
wich him, and to Toiras who lay in the Ifle of Rs, entreacing 
him to advance with all che men he could conveniently draw our 
of the Regiment of Champagne, of which he had the Command. 
Inſtructionsthat were ſo well obſerv'd by le Plejſis, and he fo 
well ſeconded by the Parliament and Jaratts (who were very rea- 
dy to concur in an Afair that ſo much concern'd their common 
ſafery) that all things were in a ſhort time pur into a very good 
Poſture : By which means the Duke, without ſuffering himlelf co 


be diverted from the employment he had before Montauban , not 


only fruſtrated the Enemies deſign , bur alſo extracted thence the 
opportunity of obtaining the honour of a ſecond Vitory. Sou- 
bize being ſhamefully repuls'd, his Forces routed, the few that eſ- 
cap'd the Vidors hands, and with much ado, recover'd their 
Ships, leaving their Dead, Arms, Artillery, and Baggage , as in- 
fallible reſtimonies of atoral Defear. 

The War was carried on in all placcs, ſo much to the diladvan- 
vantage of the F/ugonot Party, that the principal Heads, and beſt 
Cities of their party apprehending a continuation of thoſe evils 
they had already ſuffer'd, choughr fit ro ſue to the King for Peace,” 
Which was accordingly granted them; but upon conditions far 
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LW Wy 
The Peace 
concluded. 


Anno 


1626. 


A new 
breactlr be- 
ewixt the 
Duke and 
che Parlia- 
ment of 
Bordeaux. 


different from thoſe they were us'd to inſiſt upon in former times ; 
Rochelle if ſelf not being in this Treaty able to obtain , that they 
might be freed from the {lavery of Fert-Loii:but on the contrary, 
for an augmentation of thcir grief conftrain'd by the Articles to 
admir of aChiet Juſtice ſer over them by theKing,oblig'd co flight 
all their new Fortifications,to receive his Majeſty with all due ho- 
nor, and reſpe&, fo oft as he ſhould pleaſe to honor them with his 
Preſence, and to keep no more Ships of War in their Haven. The 
Rochellers would never have ſubmitted to thele hard Conditions, 


ad not the other Cities of their party, and above all the reſt 


Montauban poſitively declar'd they would no more expoſe them- 
ſelves to thoſe Mileries they had luffer'd in the burning up of their 
Countrey : ' ſo that if we will conſider the Duke's conduct 
throughout the whole buſineſs, we ſhall find ic more than a lit- 
tle conducing to the general Peace the King granted upon condi- | 
tions ſo diſadvantageous to his Hugoner Subjects. ts 
' Butthis Peace, tothe acceleration of which the Duke had ſo 
highly contributed, begor a new War betwixt the Parliament and 
him; and upon this following accompr. The King's Declarati- 
on in favour of the Hugonots, was by his Majeſty ſencto-the Duke 
ro cauſe it to be publilh'd, with expreſs order nevertheleſs not ro 
do it till after thoſe of Montauban had accepted the Grace in all 
due forms of Submiſſion ; which were the very words of the Di(- 
patch, dated the 18. of February, 1626. But the firſt Preſident | 


| having receiv'd a Copy ef the ſame Declaration, withour ever 


acquainting the Duke, who was come no further than Cadillac, 
caus'd the Peace to be openly proclaim'd , and that with ſo much 
precipitation,that he would not forbear ſo long as till he could hear 
from Montauban, to know whether they had there accepred the 
Peace or no. This impatience the Duke could nor but interprer 
purpoſely pur on to affront him ; *ris true,that, had no unkindneſs 
paſs'd betwixt him and the Preſident before, the buſineſs was of 
it ſelf ſolight, that ic might well enough have pals'd without any 
great noticetaken : but the preceding Differences giving him to 
underſtand, that it muſt needs be done out of delign, he not on- 
ly complain'd of it to thole Friends he had in the Parliament, bur 


- moreover writ about it to Court, and gave the Preſident plainly 


to underſtand, that he would no more ſuffer ſuch Contempes, 
This proceeding of the firſt Preſident's was by no means ap- 
prov'd at Court; it was there Jook'd upon as an occaſion of noiſe 


| and buſtle, maliciouſly and unſeaſonably ſought, and for which 


he receiv'd a little rebuke : bur this {piric not much delighted 
with reſt , having met with another that was never tir'd out 
| either 
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eitherin War, or Miſineſs ; it was almoſt neceſſary that ſucceſſive Amns 
differences ſhould continually ariſc berwixt them. This at the laſt 1626, 
proceeded fo tar, thatthe publick Peace was therein no little con- NO 
cern'd: the Parliament paſs'd many Acts, and the Duke as many _ A 
Ordinances co contradiat thoſe Acts. From ARs,and Ordinances very great.” 
they proceeded to Invectives, and from words to ſome untoward PO 
effes. Some of the Preſidents Servants were ill us'd, and himſelf 
threatned ; whereupon the Palace was ſhuc up, and a ceſſation 

- of Juſtice decreed. T he Duke's Friends and Servants fear'd to 

fall into the Parliaments hands, and thoſe who were affetionare 

ro the Parliament, were not well us'd by the Governour, many 

Decrees by reaſon of the diflention berwixt the two parties re- 

main'd unexecuted, for not being juſtified by Power, which gives 

life co Juſtice. Such as were the moſt moderate, and beſt diſpos'd 

of the Company, could not without great griet behold theſe con- 

fuſions ; bur thoſe were nor the prevailing part : ſo that things 

being every day more and more exaſperated, it was infinitely to 

be feard they would in the end ſhoot up to the laſt extreme, 

though they were already grown to a ſufficient height, 

The King inform'd of this ſtrange confuſion, dilpatch'd away Lon 3:-»/art 
Leon Brulart (one of the Council of State, and a man who, ha- {© oe 
ving manifeſted his prudencein many great employments, had bour as Ac- 
acquir'd himſelf a great reputation both within, and without the ©2'mmodr: 
Kingdom) to oppole his Royal Authority to the Torrent of theſe ** 

diſorders. This man arriv'd at Bordeaux , in the month ot June, 

and labour'd with great fincerity , and diligence betwixc the par- 

ties till September following; but all in vain : his dexcericy that wherein be 
had unravell'd many great intricacies , and overcome the greateſt 9x5 nor 
difficulties in his former employments, could nor be ſo ſucceſsful **ff 
here, the Animoſities were too great, and the parcies too ſtiff ro 

admit of any Reconciliation; yer did he well enough diſcover 

chat the greateſt averſions to it were nor in the Duke, as he fatil- 

fied the Courr at his return; to which both parties ar laſt were 

forc'd to appeal, and to ſubmit unto a ſevere, and definitive Deter- 
mination, after they had reje&ed all rational, and moderate 

WAYS. 

This Quarrel was on both ſides carried on with extraordinary 

heat, the farſt Preſident himſelf was deputed by che Parliament 

ro maintain their cauſe before the Council; co whom Preſident 

du Bernett, a man of great eſtzem , and approved wiſdom (and 

then thought very worthy, one day to pollels the firſt place in 

that Company, as he afterwards did) was allo joyn'd. The Duke 

allo on his part diſpatch'd away firlt le Pleſss , and after him 

Magnat 
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1626. 


WWN 
The bul1- 
neſs is re- 
ferr'd tothe 
Council, 
who make 
an Award 
prejudicial 
co both par- 
ties. 


A diſorder 
at Court, 


cellent Wit, and very great Learning, All theſe Deputies were 
ſeveral times heard in open Council, where after having long, 
and with great reverence pour'd out themſelves in eloquent Ora- 
tions, a Regulation enſu'd, atwhich both parties were equally 
diſpleas'd. And then it was thatall che world plainly ſaw , and 
chiefly thoſe who were immediately concern'd, that they were not 
ſorry at Court at the continuation of theſe diflencions , and that 


_ the deſign being already laid co diminiſh all the Authorities of the 


Kingdom, to unite them in one ſingle perſon , they were glad to 
ſce them inſenſibly put their own hands to their own deſtruction. 

Theſe lictle diſorders were not yer fully compos'd , when an- - 
other of much greater importance began to diſcloſe ir felf at 
Court, which occafion'd the death of (halais , and the impri- 
ſonment of che Duke, and the Grand Prior of Yandoſme. They 
would alſo have involv'd the Duke dela Yalette, who at this time 
retir'd to Metz, in this Afﬀair; and to that end tempted him by 
la Louviere, the Confident of Chalas, to receive the Duke of Or- 
leans into that City : but they had to do with. a man ſo well for- 
tified in his Duty co his Prince, thatall a Louviere could obtain 
of the Duke was only a civil repulſe in thele terms : © That the 
© place was none of his: T hat he was only a ſubſticute to the 
*« Duke his Father : That he was thercfore. to apply himſelf to 
«him; and that for his part he ſhould do: whatever his Father 
« would pleaſe to command him. He could not have ſery'd the 
King more faithfully, chan by retaining this reſpe@ to the Duke 
his Father, whole principles he knew to be pertectly Loyal , and 
himſelf inſeparably ty'd to his Majeſties Service; yet was. not the 
Court ſatisfied with this proceeding : but the Duke, who had al- 
ſo been tamper'd withal trom the ſame part , through the Nego- 
tiationof the Abbot d*' Aubazine, by the candour of his deport- 
ment, fo clearly juſtified their common intentions, that both the 
one and the other had all che ſatisfafion they could themſelves de- 
fire. Yet was this ſatisfa&tion in words only, and the Duke .was 
notwithſtanding very ill us'd in ſeveral occaſions; of which ill 


' * uſage he could not forbear highly ro complain : neither in his 


complaints were the Queen Mether, as powerful as ſhe was, nor 
the Cardinal himſelf excepted : The hard mealure he receiv'd 
under their Adminiſtration being ſo much the more ſenſible to 


| him,by bow much he had infinite reaſons (as may be gather'd out 


of the former paſſages)to expe they ſhould have been altogether 


Partial ro his Intereſts : bur though his great and advantageous (er- 


' viceshad been fo lately perform'd , the memory of them was 


notwith- 


ms. 
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notwithſtanding totally worn out, andche Cardinal was already Anno 
exaſperated, though by occaſions of fo little moment , as ſcarce 1626. 
ought to have been taken notice of : Neither doubtlefs would VM 
. they have been, had he been in another condition : but as great 
Authorities arc uſually very tender, in the grear height of State, 

and Power he then ſtood, they carried , in his opinion the quality 

of moſt high injuries, which thenceforward difpos'd his heart to 

thoſe ſtrange Animofities, which we ſhall ſee in time break our. 

After the death of Chalais , and the removal of ſuch of the The Marri- 
Monſienr's Creatures, as were ſuſpected by their evil Connſels to ©. 5 
debauch his good Nature, and to alienatethe affetion he had to nd the 
the King, and the proſperity of the Kingdom ;, ic was no hard | 
matter to diſpoſe him ro a Marriage with Madamoiſelle Marie de 
Bourbon, Dutcheſs of ontpenfier. This match had been thought 
worthy of him by Henry the Great his Father, and the Duke of 
Ejpernon, who had the honour to be great Uncle to this Princels, 
prepeflels'd with the hopes of ſo great a Fortune for his Niece, 
and'ſo great an honour both to himſelf, and his whole Family, 
had made no diffculty to expoſe himſelf to the hatred of the late 
Count de Soifſons, in refuſing him (as you may have obſerv'd be- 
fore) this Lady in Marriage for Lewis his Son. And truly what 
rubs ſoever had hapned in the way of this Match, the Duke not- 
withſtanding never loſt the hope, nor the ambition to ſee it one 
day brought ro effe&t. Ir is not therefore to be doubted , bur thar 
the accompliſhment of a thing by him ſo ardently covered, muſt 
be highly pleaſing ro him. The firft news he heard of the con- 
ſummation of theſe Nuptials was by a Gentleman diſpatch'd 
away purpoſely ro him by Madame, the day after her Marriage, 
wherein the high Dignity, ro which ſhe was arriv'd,nothing hin- 
dred her from paying the Duke the reſpeR that decency, and pro- 
ximity exacted from her, ſhe writ co him therefore with her own 
hand, and the expreſs words of the Letter were thefe. 

Uncle, 

& ] doubt not but you will receive as much joy, and ſatifaftion, as M 4. mes 
© any perſon, at the happy accompliſhment of my Marriage 4 the news ,;* Dukeaf 
© Þhereof 1 would no longer delay to ſend you, aſſuring my: ſelf you will Eſpernm, 
'* look upon it as a very great Honour, and good Fortune , to one who ag CO 
© is ſo near and dear unto you. 1 think my ſelf the more happy therein, 
© as I hope to be in a better capacity of letting you ſre the great eſteem 1 
* have ever had of your friendſhip, which I defare to preſerve by manyfeſt- | 
* ing how much 1 am, Uncle, 5 

From Nantes the 7: Your very good Niece, 
of Auguſt, 1626. Marie. 

| There 
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Anno Therc was a ſtrange and ſudden alteration in Madames ſtyle, be- 
1626. fore her Marriage it had us'd to be Menſieur my Uncle , and her 

WY Letters always ended with Your moſt bumble , and moſt affeionate 

Servant : bur one ſolc night had ſo rais'd her above her former. 
condition(though very illuſtrious before )thar there was now very 
lictle difference betwixr her ſtyle, and that us'd by che Queen, and 
Queen Mother ; ncither was the Duke, it may be ſuppos'd, diſ- 
pleas'dto beſo us'd, and the advancement of ſo near a Relation, 
being in part his own; that which ſeem'd a little to leſſen him in 
this new way of writing, he conceiv'dto be amply recompens'd 
inthe honour of this Alliance, The Dutcheſs of Guiſe alſo ac- 
companied this Letter of Madame her Daughter with another 
from her ſelf , wherein ſhe made anexcule for not having written 
co the Duke before the Marriage, as it had been her Duty to do : 
« Telling him they had met with ſo many difficulties in the buſi- 
* neſs, that ſhe could never believe ir. would take cffect,cill ſhe ſaw 
« ir abſolutely done, which uncertainty had occaſion'd that neg- 
© le&. The King preſently after did him the ſame honour, as alſo 
the two Queens,the Monfieur himfclf,with the reſt of his new,and: 
illuſtrious Allies : but before he receiv'd the honour of theſe laſt 
mplements, the Duke had {entthe ( ount de Maille ro Court to 
prevent them, and with all humble reſpe& co let them know, 
bo infinitely ſatisfied he was, to [ce his Family, by his Majeſties 

y 


al Bounty, rais'd to ſuch an eminent degree of honour , as it 


was by this Marriage. | | 
Anno ThePeace of the' Kingdom , the ſucceſs of the Marriage of 
1627, Madame, and the news of che Durchels de la /allette's being greaz 
with child, hapning almoſt at the ſame time, had altogether ſo 
overchirg'd the Duke of Eſpernon with an excels of joy , chat it 
muſt of neceſſny overflow : He would. therefore communicate 
part of his own ſatisfaCtion to the publick ; and as all his Paſſ- 
ons would ever break our after an extraordinary manner, ſo this 
| of ſo exceſſive ajoy, gave him a new occaſhhon of ſhewing the 
cg world the largeneſs of his heart. He therefore deſign'd a Tilting 
Tilting at At Bordeaux, wherein inſtead of the vain, unprofitable, and fabus- 
Borde.ux. Jous repreſentations thar are uſually exhibiced upon ſuch occaſions, 
he would make the people with delight, and in ſecurity to ſee the 
various faces of War, and in the midit of peace would divert 
himſelf with the exerciſes of his own profeſſion. To this enter- 
tainment he invited all the perſons of Quality of boch Sexes in 
the Province; andthe Duke de {a Valette came purpoſely from 
Metz, to ſupply the Duke his Father's place in all theſe noble ex- 
erciſes, wherein he acquitted himſelf lo well, that he was notthe 


leaft 
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leaſt Ornament of that great Solemnity. As the expenſe of this 
Feſtival was exceeding great, the Aſſembly cenrinuing for above 
fifteen days together ; 1o Fortune would ſecrri to contribuce ſome- 
thing to this profuſion : bur ſhedid only ſeem to doic,, when af- 
ter having preſented che Duke wich Millions, and brought then 
almoſt to his own door, ſhe rather choſe to bury them in che Sea, 
thanto make good what ſhe had lo fairly promis'd. Ir is of the 
wrack of the Carricks that I am about to ſpeak, which hapned 
atthistime; and having had a Relation of ſo remarkable an ac- 


cident ſrom the Maſter's Mate, of thatof thoſe rwogreat Veſlels, The Ship- 
wrack of 
che Portugal 
Carricks, 


which periſh'd upon the Coalt of Medoc, I Dag: not, | conceive 
co pals by ſo memorable a misfortune, and of which I am able 
to give ſo true an accomprt. 

After the Conqueſt the King of Spain had made of the King- 
dom of Portugal, the ſame Cuſtom the Portugals had formerly 
paid to their natural Princes , for the Liberty of their Eaſt. India 
Trade, devolyv'd of courſetothe King of Spain : but with this 
condition nevertheleſs, that the Portugals ſhould nor be oblig'd 
to unlade their Merchandize in any other part of the Catholick 
King's Dominions, than that of Lisbox only, for a Mark of the 
anticnt Right thoſe of their Nation had ever had to that Traffick 
with the Jndies. This priviledge was the loſs of thoſe two Car- 
ricks; they had et ſail from Goa the fourth of March, 1626, la- 


den with Mcrchandize of very great price, as Diamonds, and 


other Stones; Amber-gris , Beſoar,, Spices, Drugs, Silks, and 
other rarities both of the Indies , and the Kingdomot China , to 
the value of above two Millions and a half of Gold ar leaſt in 
either bottom. They had been mann'd out with above four hun- 
dred and fifty, what Mariners, and Souldiers,befides ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen, and other perſons of condition , that cither by the curio» 
firy of Travail, or thirſt of Gain, had been tempted into thoſe re- 
mote parts of the world. All theſe together made up above (ix 
hundred perſons, and one might indeed more properly have call'd 
theſe prodigious Hulks (which were each of them of two thou- 
ſand Tun) floating Cities, rather than Ships built for Navigation 
they having in them all forts of Artizans, eſtabliſh'd Markets, 
Victuallers, and almoſt all ſorts, and conditions of men , with 
the lame policy , and civil Regiment , -that is uſually oblerv'd in 
the greateſt, and moſt populous Cities. Theſe two great Veſlels 
that ſeem'd to be Sovereigns of the Sea, and that deſpiling any 
thing of a Storm, fear'd nothing bur Quick ſands, Fire , and 


Rocks, after a proſperous Voyage, were ſurpriz'd inthe R6ad of | 


Lisbon with foul weather, and driven back to Coruna a yery good 
EE Fort, 
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Anno Port,-upon the Coaſt of Galiciain Spain. Where the ſtorm conti- 


i627, nving very long, the Captains of the Carricks were by thoſe of 
LY the Town importun'd to unlade their Goods in that Harbour, and 


no more to expoſe ſo great Riches acquir'd with ſo much peril, 
and pains, to the dangers of the Sea: bur they were deaf to thar 
motion, andonthe contrary highly inſiſting upon their privi- 
| ledge; chic King of Spain at laſt gave way to their obſtinacy ; com-. 
manding only the Admiral of the Portugal Navy, Don Manuel de 
Menezes, with fix of the beſt Gallions of his Squadron to put to 
Sea, andto Convoy them fafe to Ei5bon , though this precaution 
only ſery'd ro augment his loſs. The Gallions came up to the 
Carricks, to which the Admiral gave expreſs order , not to ſtir 
thence till acalmer ſeaſon. But what good Counſel can prevenr 
Miſchance ? the Carricks contrary to all order and advice, upon 
the firſt litcle Truce of the Tempeſt (which, as it often falls our 
at Sea, only retir'd to return with greater fury) weigh'd Anchor, 
and put outro Sea : but they had no ſooner committed their Car- 
ricks to the mercy'of the winds, but that they found themſelves 
engap'd'in the greateſt ſtreſs of weather , that perhaps has atany 
time been ſeen; and afrer a Tempeſt of two and twenty days, 
without any intermiſſion, they came at Jaft to ſuffer ra Shy 
one at ((ap-Breton, near to Bayonne, and the other two days after 
upon the Coaſt of Medoc ; in which exigent of Fortune the Gal- 
lions were (o fairhful rothem, aste bear them company in ruine : 
ſo that three attending either Carrick , the loſs was equal in both 
laces.''* 7 | 

L The Duke receiv'd the firſt news of this accident from the- 
Common Bruit, and that not till three days after it had hapned ; - 
and indeed the rains that had fall'n, during this tempeſtuous wea- 
ther, had ſo overflow'd the ways , that although this Coaſt be 
no morethan ten or twelve Leagues diſtant from Bordeaux only, 
it had been impoſhble ſooner to have paſs'd: but it is likewiſe 
true, thatthe Inhabitants of the Countrey, a barbarous and inhu-' 
mane people (as generally Sea-borderers arc) and inur'd to the 
_ of Wracks, were not over baſty to acquaintthe Duke's Of- 
cers withthis, thar they might not be diſturbed whilſt bnſie ra- 
vening after Booty. Atlaſt and whilſt preparing for the approach- 
ing ſolemnity, he heard of this misfortune, and that a great num- 
ber of Spaniards, whodeliver'd themſelves for men of Quality, 
preſerv'd out of a greater number that perifſh'd, were upon their 
way coming'to implore his aſſiſtance ; and' accordingly the nexc 
day this miſerable company, conſiſting of cwo hundred, or there- 
abouts, were ſeen to enter the City, in the lamentable plight may 
be 
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be imagin'd of men;that had been expos'd to the fury of a Wrack,. Ann» 
The Duke took care to lodge them in the City, furniſh'd them 1627. 
with Vietuals, took order 7 Cloarhs for them, and reliey'd them Y 
with money ; when being by ſome of them inform'd of the great 
Riches that was in the Carrick he mounted to Horſe to hinder the 
Pillage, and Diſorder, which-had already continued five or fix 
days together wichour interrniſſion ; ir was neverthele(s impoſſible 
for him to getto the ſhoare, the ways were (o impaſſible ; ſo that 
he was conltrain'd to return back, to begin his Triumph. | 

The Solemnity was begun, with a Skirmiſh of ſixſcore Cui- 
raſſieres, divided into two Troops, and arm'd Cap-a-pie; the 
next day they ran the Ring in the ſame Equipage they fought : ' 
after which they ran dilarm'd with Vizors, and afterwards ran at 
Tilt, for five or fix days together, doing all the Exerciſes that are 
to be perform'd on Horſeback. . 


5 


The Horſe Exerciſes being gone through, they muſt now come 

to arepreſentation of Foot Service; that the angry trade of War 
might be ſer forth in all irs Forms. In aſpacious place therefore, 
at one of the Extremities of the City, the Duke caus'd two regu- 
lar Fortsto be built, and fortified according to all the Maxims of 
Art, "Thelc Forts were mann'd with arm'd. Souldiers to detend 
them; they were batter'd with Cannon, aſſaulted, and intheend 
taken, ſo much to the delight of the beholders , as made it ap- 
pear, there can be no ſodreadful Original , from whence pleaſant 
Copies are notto be taken. 4 | 
The Combat of the Forts was follow'd by a noble Maſque,and 
| a Ball, and thole by a Combat at Barriers, which concluded the. 
Solemnity ; the lait Act of which was ſer out with infinite Ex- 
penlie, ana very great Art, There were in it ſeven Entries, and all 
thoſe uſher'd in with great Machines, contriv'd by the principles 
of the ſeveral parties, who were all perſons of eminent Quality. 
I ſhall not however undertake a deſcription of all the remarkable 
paſſages therein,there having been then a colleQion taken of them 
that made upa Volume of ir {clf, and I having no nced to ſwell 
this with unneceſflary relations; 

It was no little addition to the Duke's particular joy, and to " 1k 
the general ſatisfaQtion of the whole Aſſembly, to find it honour'd the Duke of 
with the preſence of the Duke de (andale, the Duke's eldeſt Son, frm 
It had now been ten years complete, that their common misfor- _— BE 
rune had caus'd a ſeparation betwixt them; wherein though the *'< Solem- 
Father had high cauſes of Diſcontent , yet had the gallant behavi- = 
our of the Son been ſuch, and had fo far prevail'd upon his na- 
rural affection, that atthis time without all doubt he had an equal 

L11'3 ſhare 
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Anno ſhare with his Brothers in the Duke's Favour. Neither indeed 
1627, could the Heroick Son have better ſpent theſe years of his diſ- 
WY grace,who ſeeing he could not honourably live in his own Coun- 
crey, whilft out-law'd in his Fathers Favour, wentto exerciſe his 
profeſſion of Arms in Holland , atthat crime the moſt conſpicuous 
Theatre of Warin all Europe : Hehad nor there long continued, 
before by his brave deportment he-ſo far won the opinion of 
Connt Maurice Prince of Orange (acknowledg'd by all the world 
to be one of the greateſt Captains of his time) that he doubtleſs 
poſſels'd the higheſt place in his confidence, and eſteem. A ſhort 
Truce being concluded in that Countrey, he went from thence 
ro Venice, where he commanded ſome of the Yenetian Miliria in 
the Yalteline, and in proceſs of time, having gain'd the favour- 
able opinion of that Serene Republick , he was at laſt hononr'd 
with one of their principal Commands, and made General of all 
_ their Land-Forces; an Employment wherein he ſerv'd upon fo 
many brave occaſions , as would deſerve a. particular Hiſtory; 
when atlaſt more ardently defir'd , than well us'd by France his 
native Countrey, he came to end his days in his own Princes 
Service, and in the Command of one of his chiefeft Armies. 
The Duke his Father, when ſometimes ſpeaking of him, would 
ſay, that he could hardly wiſh his Son had never done amils, 
ſince he had done fo glorious a Penance for his faults, and by fo 
many Heroick Actions expiated the afflictions he had brought up- 
on him, | 
; The arrival of this long abſent Son, was not yet the utmoſt 
bound of the Duke's Carisfaction . he recciv'd another at the ſame 
time, that touch'd his heart witha more ſenſible joy , than any 
thing that has been mention'd before : and doubtleſs ic would 
have been greater now, than it was then, had God been pleas'd 
to have prolong'd his life till theſe days , thathe might have ſeen 
the fruits of the juſt expeCtation he had conceiv'dat the Birth of as 
hopeful an Heir, as hecould poſſibly have wiſh'd. I have already 
cold you, thatthe news of his Davghter-in-law the. Dutcheſs de la 
Palette's being great with child , was one of the occaſions thac 
caus'd this Publick rejoycing,and that Aſſembly was ſcarce broke 
up,when hereceiv'd by a Courier diſpatch'd away for that purpoſe: 
ad: Ap certain news of her being broughtro bed of a Son : a Bleſſing he 
of Fanltale,. had more zealouſly begg'd of Almighty God, than any other 
che D:ikeof chinginthis world ; and that he had chezmoſt reaſon to deſire, 
£/7""5 that he might ſee his ſucceflion continued in a hopeful Heir : Bur 


G: and- 


child. as this was the richeſt Preſent, this young Printels could poſſibly 
make him, ſoit was (God knows) the alt, ſhe ten days only 
ſuryi- 
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| ſurviving the Birth, who being deliver'd upon the fourteenth of Ames 

April, and dying the four and cwenticth after, left her noble Huſ@® 1625. 

band a Widower, and all France her mourners. | ae,” 
The Duke recciv'd this ſad news as he was upon his return 

from Medoc, 'to which place the Wrack of the Carrick had ob- 

lig'd him to make a ſecond Journey, and where, now that the 

ſeaſon gave him leave to come nearer to the Sea , we ſaw a moft 

incredible thing; which was the Relicks of this mighty Veſſel, 

ſeveral pieces whereof were to be ſeen , for above a quarter of a 

League together, along the ſhoar, and in ſo great number , that 

whoecyer had ſeen thoſe floating Spoils, well rather have judg'd 

chem the ruines of ſome demolifh'd City ; than the remains of 

one ſingle Ship. The Duke with much ado recover'd twelve « 
eat braſs Pieces, that were buried in the Sands, which were al- 

{o all that could be ſav'd, of an hundred and eight , or ten, that 

were aboard, either the Carrick, or the Gallions that Conyoy*d 

her. Upon his return from this ſhort Journey, the Duke teceiv'd 

intelligence of the Death of the Dutcheſs de la Yalette , at which, The deact 

though his Afflition ſeem'd to be ſo great, that nothing could be <4... . 1, 

more, it was nevertheleſs excceded by that of the Husband ; who / ce. 

having ſtaid behind at Bordeaux, during this Journey into Me- 

doc, knew nothing of his misfortune, till the recurn of the Duke 

his Father : burthen all the comfort they were capable of, was; 

their mutual Affliction, wherein, as a more juſt occaſion of ſor- 

row could not poſfibly arrive, ſo could it not poſſibly be expreſs'd 

with more, or with more unfained tears. | 
Upon this ſad occaſion both the Father , and the Son receiv'd 

many Complements of Conlolation from the whole Courc, the 

King, the-Queens, the Monſieur, and Madame, with allthe other 

Princes, and Princefles ; and almoſt all of any eminent congition 

at. Court, manifeſted their intereſt in this dire misfortune. Bur 

they had ſcarce wip'd off thetears for this firſt diſaſter , when it 

was ſucceeded by another of almoſt equal concern ; for I remem- 

ber that the Gentleman ſent by the Monſiear , and Madame upon 

this conſolatory Envoy, was ſcarce departed from Bzerdeaux, when Tie vez") 

they receiv'dthe intelligence at once, of the happy delivery of Ma- %! 47m 


n the Dur- 
dame, and the deplorable accident of her death : an occaſion by che of 0r- 


which they were oblig'd (to their great grief) ro make a quick re- /*#»-- 
curn of the Monſicur's Complement, and ro recommence a new 
ſhowr of tears, even before the firſt torm was overblown. 

In this variety of good, and evil events bur (as it uſually falls 
out in the courſe of humane life) ſuch as had more in them of 
evil than good, the Duke ſaw himſelt neceſſitated coengage in a 
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Diſpute with the Cardinal; and upon this occaſion.-: The rumour 


that had been ſpreadabroad of the infinite Riches the ſhipwracked 
Carrick carried in her, had allur'd the Cardinal ,. to-put-in that 
titleco the ſpoil, which he pretended his Office of. Superintendent 
of the Navies (with which. he had alſo confounded thatof Admi- 
ral) gave him to all the wracks. that 'ſh6uld bappen, upon- the 
Coaſts of France. Whereia, dqubting neverthelels that. che prdi- 
nary Officers he had eſtabliſh'd at. Bordeaux, as in all, other parts 
and Havens of the Kingdom, would not. be ſufficient ro juſtific 
his Claim aoainſt the Duke of E/pernbn, who was upon the pl ace, 
and whom he knew to be a:man, that would not eafjly . be bat- 
fled out of his Right ; hc caus'd a Commiſhan to be:directed to 
one Fortja a youpg Maſter of Requeſts , that, under the Autho- 
rity of the Royal Name he might with greater facility obtain his 
own deſires. This buſineſs was at firſt debated with great civiliry 
and moderation, and the Duke was very willing to ſatisfie the 
Commiſſioner of his Right, and Titte, by ſhewing bim Evidences 
of above three hundred ycars ſtanding, by which his. Anceſtors 
had ever been maintain'd in their Title to all the Wracks that hap- 
ned upon the Coaſt of Hedoc, cxcluſively not only tothe Officers 
of the Admiralty., bur even to the King himlelt : by whoſe pre- 
deceſſors it had been formerly demis'd in tree gift to the Lords of 
Candale for ever, After which he moreover dcliver'd him Copies 
of thoſe Evidences, clearing to him by ſeveral Authentick Wri- 
tings and Records, his antient, and lawful Right, which he de- 
fir'd him to prefer to the Council, together with his Reaſons, and 
the equity of his cauſe. But this was not.the. thing was deſir'd at 
Court, and Fortia was blam'd for having taken cogniſance of 
the Duke's Title, and for having receiv'd Copies of his Deeds, 
as if he had a mind to bring a bulinelſs to the -iflue of: a Suir, and 
Tryal, wherein they intended that Authority ſhould ſtand for 
Laws. Fortia therefore having recciv'd this check, would for the 
furure endeavour by violence to repair, what he had by modera- 
tion, and reſpe& to Equity overthrown; and to that end began - 
to talk co the Duke in other terms , than he had us'dar firſt, 
wherin meeting with a Spirit that was not to be frighted with the 
menaces of the Court, the heat of their diſputes grew at laſt to 
an open Quarrel betwixt them. Whereupon the C ommiſſary, ei- 
ther unwilling, or not daring to have any more to do with the 
Duke, defir'd to be recall'd, as he was ; and it is not to be doubred 
at his return tothe Cardinal fail'd not to lay all the evil ſucceſs of 
his own ill carriage at the Duke's door,by whole ill offices the for- 
mer diſcontents were not likely to be any thing qualified , much 
leſs appeas'd. | The 
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The Duke had in the mean'time diſpatch'd away le Fleſfis ro Anno 
the King, to beſcech his Majeſty that he would plealc ro ſend ro 16zF. 
the Parliament of Pars, co do him right in his lawtul claim ; Bhs OV 
ving him moreover inſtructions to goto the Cardinal, anidin his 
nameto conjure him'to ſue forth his Title, by ſuch of his own 
Council as he ſhould himſelf think fit; and that he for his part i inet; 
would willingly ſtand to their award : but the Duke's caſe was - warp 
too clear forthe Cardinal to ſubmir his to reference; He had al- = 3 ae 
ready ſeen his Title, which was ſuch as he knew nothing but the fn's by the 
Sovereign Authority could ſuperſede, and that made him deaf to Cardine!. 
any thing of Arbitration. He choſe therefore rather tocontinue 
his pretenſe under the proteRion of the Royal Name, and to thar 
. purpoſe procurd Monſieur. Servient , another Maſter of Requeſts, 
to be put into Commiſſion to proſecute his Title in Fortia's ſtead ; 
a man that by his dexterity and handſome carriage prevail'd ſo 
far upon the Duke's inclination, and efteem, that ke obrain'd that 
from him, and in a very few days, which the other had been 
conſtrain'dto give over, as a hopeleſs thing , and impoſſible to be 
_ effected. | 

T he Duke in fine condelſcended fo far, as to conſeme that all. Hnftw 
the Goods favd from the Wrack , ſhould be depoſited in the ar hrrprgat 
hands of two ſufficient Citizens ; of which Goods there were ſe- the bulinefs, 
ven oreight thouſand little roughjDiamonds, valued generally at 5191 
forty or fifty ® Sous a piece, ſome picces of Amber-gris, (or ra- «ifference. 
ther black Amber, for it was of that colour, and nothing near ſo , 3 PE 
\ goodas ours) ſeveral Bezoar Stones, and ſome other Merchan- «: 2.4, or 
dizc, of no great value; and this was all that was recover'd of :* _— 
the rich lading of this prodigious Carrick , the reſt being either ching Eag- 
buried in the Sea,or pilfred away by the Countrey people; though !% 

. all put together was bur a very ſmall part of this mighty loſs. Ser- 
vient therefore by a gentle, and inſcnfible violence, having (as has 
been ſaid) won upon the Duke's inflexible temper , obtain'd all | 
the ſatisfa&tion he could deſire, and in exadtly obſerving his Com- 
miſſion, acquir'd the Duke withal for his friend , performing 
therein whatis only reſerved for men of extraordinary Condu&t, 
which was to reconcile ſo oppoſite Intereſts , and yer to diſob- 
lige neither party. | : 

The differences, thus moderated by the prudence of Servient, 
were ſoon totally huſh'd up by the noiſe of a War with England, 
| which at this time unexpectedly broke out. The Duke of * Buck- * 3, my 
ingham, Favourite to Charles King of : Great Britain, as (by an ex- : —_ | 
traordinary priviledge of Fortune) he had been before to King Duke 4: 
Fames his Father, was(as it was ſaid highly preſs'd by ſome of the %*<'r2%n 
Houte 
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Anno Houſe of Lords, of the Patliament of England to give an account 

1627. of the Treaſure, that (as they pretended) had been imbezzeld du- 

YY ring the Reign of chelate wy : upon which occaſion, the Seve- 

rity natural to that Nation in uch Inquiſitions, making him juſ- 

ly co apprehend the iſſucof an Enquiry ; wherein perhaps it had 

been impoſſible for any man living to have ſatisfied their Judg- 

ments, or their Malice, he choſe rather to. withdraw: himſelf 

from the inconvenience of ſuch a Trial, and to put himſelf into a 

oſture of Randing upon his own Guard, than to run the hazard 

of a Sentence that he could not expe ſhould be favourible to 

him, from men that were envious of his Favour and Fortune : 

and this has been ſaid to have been one motive to this Invaſion. 

Another, and which was no leſs prevalent with the Duke (as 

ſome have deliver'd , who pretended to be very privy to his 

thoughts) was the jealoulic he had of the Cardinal's greatnels, of 

Our E125 whom he had been(o ill ſatisfied in alate Embaſly into this King- 

tha asthey dom, as thenceforward to conceive cither ſo mortal a hatred to 

muſt needs hjg Perſon, or at leaſt ſo high an emulation of his Power, as it is 

beer of belicy'd by many prompted him to undertake this War with 

the motives France; from whence it may bc judg'd, how light the cauſes com- 

an qt ay monly are, that bring on the ruine of Nations, and the deſolati- 

better coin- on of Kingdoms. But the better to perſwade the Engliſh to ap- 

__ 8've prove of this expedition (it being no caſie matter to raiſe money 

< vjw there for any preparation of this kind without the conlent of the 

cp Fi. people) his pretenſe was to ſuccour the Rockellers , that were in- 

— enrsrg finitely opprels'd, and the Proteſtant Party, which he ſaid, ſince 
the laſt Peace, was very much weakned in France, 

ys Engl - Having with this prerext palliated either his Animoſity, or his. 

Ileof Xs, Ambition, with a Fleet conſiſting of a hundred and fifty Sail, 

4 roywroggy upon which he had Ship'd ® ten thouſand men, he preſented him» 

Hiſtorians ſelf before the Ile of Rein July 1627. This Enterprize , which 

fay. + jinall probability was likely tobe favour'd with an lnſurreion of 

thoſe of the Retorm'd Religion'at home (who were not depreſs'd 

to that degree, but that they were yet very conſiderable) put the 

whole Court into a very great Alarm : wherein the Cardinal, who 

very well underſtood this affront,ro be particularly direed againlt 

him, look'd upon it as his own immediate concern: neither did 

he fail on his part of his utmoſt endeavour to fruſtrate his Adver- 

| faries Deſign, andro maintain himſelt inthe advantages of his 

| The Carti- Princes Favour. He ſent diſpatches therefore to all parts of the 

ke Kingdom, for the raiſing of new Forces, and caus'd a Commil- 

the Eng/i+. fon to be iſſued out to the Duke of 2nzoul:jme , to call trogerher . 

 ſuchas were already on foor, with them to go to the dctenle of 

x Fort- 
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Fort-Loiiu, built before Rochelle, upon which ic was likely the Anno 
Engliſh would make their firſt attempt , and therein alſo to en- 1627. 

' deavour to curb Rochelle it ſelf, which yer retain'd a mutinous WY 
diſpoſition, under a diflembled ſhew of Obedience, and Duty. - 

Le Pleſſis hapned in thisjunEure of time tobe at Court, whi- 
ther (as has been ſaid) he had been before diſpatch'd by the Duke 
his Mafter to ſolicit his Intereſt about the Wrack of the Carrick. 
This Gentleman was ſo generally efteem'd by all both for his Va- 
Jour, and his Experience in matters of War, and principally by 
the'Cardinal (who had been a witneſs of his behaviour through- 
out the Queen Mother's Afairs, and had in thoſe times comra- 
&ed a ſtrict League of Friendſhip with him) that he immediate- 
ly apply'd himſclt co hing in this urgent neceſſity , neither did he 
herein forget any i chat mighe induce him , or omit any 
endearments that might oblige him co render the Duke his Ma- 
ſter favourableto his deſigns, and himſelf ro accept of an Em- _ 
ploymenr, upon this imporrane occaſion : Afuring him withal, {jf.75/® 
chat no more mention ſhould be made of the Carrick, or of any of £c-1m's 
other croſs Affair he had been perplex'd withal , and had now de- Qoneltick 
pending at Court. Upon this aſſurance Le Pl:ſſis deparred from the com- = 
Courr, provided with ten Commiſſions for the raiſing of a Regi- _ of a 
ment in his own name, and with all the civil Language, and fair .,ferr'q 
Promiſes could be defir'd for the Duke his 4 eek aſtiftance pon bim, 
was exceedingly conſiderable, by reaſon of the ſhort cut by Sea, P29 
betwixr Bordeaux, and Rochelle. | 

Le Pleſſis arriv'd in Guienne inthe beginning of Auguſt, where 
he firſt gavethe Duke an accompt of his own Aﬀairs , and after- 
wards acquainted him witch the Commiſſion he had receiv'd for 
himſelf, who was lo aſliſting to him in the raiſing of his Rggi- 
ment, that it was one of the firſt that was ready for this Service, 
The Duke no ſooner ſaw Le Pleſſis Companies compleat , but 
that he fell co making ready the Succours were requir'd of him for 
the Fort.of the Iſle of Re, already befieg'd by the Engliſh Forces, 
though I muſt confeſs it was (contrary to his cuſtorn in other 0c- 

- caſions) exceeding {lowly : not that he did not heartily delire to 
ſee Rochelle reduc'd to the King's Obedience, but he could have 
been glad that the Cardinal , whom he had no reaſon to love, 
might have had no ſhare in the honour of-this great Enterprize; 
as it he had then foreſcen that the addition of Reputation , and 
Greatneſs, he muſt infallibly derive from that ſucceſs, would one 
day prove faralto him. Yetin this diſtrattion of thoughts he fail d 
not nevertheleſs to prefer his Duty before all other relpe&ts , that 
regarded cither his own Paſſion, or Intereſt; and in cftetche 

q M mm great 
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| Anno great Succours that were drawn togerher upon Olome Sands , and 
1627, by which the Iſle was preſery'd, conſiſted principally of thoſe 
LY Forces he ſent away from Bordeaux. 

. Anno Yet was not this the only thing wherein the Duke was highly 
i628, ſerviceable upon this important occaſion , his inſtrutions con- 
 * tributing as muchar leaſt to the raking of Rochelle , as any other 
means whatſoever: for it was he, withoutall contradi&ion that 
gave the firſt advice for the bringing up a Cawley to block up the 
Harbour, and who reje&ted all the propofitions of Pompeo Tar- 
2one, 2s frivolous, and of no uſe, and indecd the ſucceſs of thoſe 
floating\Forts, and Bridges contriv'd by this Italian Engineer, 
proving ſuch, as the Duke had prophelied ic would be, they were 
fain when all was done to follow his aqgice. A Copy of which 
advice | here preſent you, as it was written by his own hand to the . 
Duke of Angouleſme, before the Cardinal came before Rochelle , 
the Duke rather chooſing (it ſhould ſeem) to communicate his 
opinion to this Prince, than to any other of the Commanders of 

the King's Army, as he had his perſon in much greater eftecm, 


SIR, | 
The Duke I ſhould have been glad of an occaſion wherein by ſome fig | 
oM elf © nal Service, rather than by fruitleſs , and ill couch'd words to 


of advice © haye manifefeſted my Aﬀe&ion to you : But ſince my govd 
of j- rien « Fortune will not ſo far gratific my ambition, I muſt content my 
lſme. ſelf with wharl have, and make it the buſineſs of theſe lines 
| . © to give you an aſſurance of the great obligation you have con- 
* ferr'd upon mein ſending Captain Marſillac with the Relation 

© of the Relicf my Lord the Duke of - Orleans has happily pur in- 

© re the Fort St. Martin. I doubt not, Sir, but your Wiſdom has - 

© contributed much to this great performance 3 the ſucceſs 

© whereof makes me believe, chat at his Majeſties arrival, the 

* olory of chafing the Engliſh ſhamefully out of his Kingdom , is 

*« aflur'd, and conſequently that of reducing Rochelle co the laſt 

* neceſſity of abſolutely ſubmitting to his obedience ; for the de- 

&« fign of blocking it upon the Land-hide by Forts, and Redoubts, 

« with lines of communication, is an infallible courſe : it is in- 

Q deed ſomewhar a tedious way, bur ina year or two at moſt the 

< place muſt inevitably fall into the King's hands, without loſs of 

© men, and leſs expenſe of money : but the Port muſt of neceſ- 

* firy be ſhut up, which is not to be done, but by ſome ſolid ma- 

© terials; and whoſoever will undertake co do it by a floating 

© Bridge, will find himſelf miſtaken, at leaft my opinion tells me 

**{o; forthe impetuoſity of the Winds, and the torce of the Tides, 

will 
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© will break whatever ſwims above water, there being no ſtabi- 
* liry in flaating bodies to reſiſt. them. Several other reaſons 
* might be given, which would be too long for a Letter; and be- 
* {ides it would be a great preſumption in metro think my opinion 
* ought to have any.place amongſt ſa many great, and prudent 


Anno 


1628, 
WOWN 


« perſons, as you are in the King's Army, &#c. From ( adillac the 


4": of Oftober 1628. The Duke of Angouleſme ſignified to him, 


how much heapprov'd of his opinion, by the anſwer he ſenthim 
the 21. of the ſame month, in theſe terms, 


My Lord, 


* The new aflurances you are pleas'd to give me of your affe- 71. nut 
© &ion together with your prudent advice , have given me an of A»gou- 


* equal ſatisfation, and defire, to purſue the courſe you conceive 
© moſt conducing tothe happy iſſue of the Enterprize in hand, I 
* do aſlure you, 1 amadſolurely of your opinion, and [ think my 
«© ſelf very fortunate in it: bur the diverſity of Judgments amongt 
** us, producing varicty of counſels, I fear may be ruinous to a 
« dclign 3 the beginning whereof might otherwiſe promiſe a 
* ſucceſsful eyent, rc. And elſewhere he writes him word : © That 
< he ſubmits to his advice , as to a thing that ought to ſtand for 


Law, and a Rule; as well out of reſpe& to the great Wiſdom 


© upon which all his opinions were grounded , as co the perfe& 
© knowledge he'had of all chings, that might prejudice , or ad- 
© yance the deſign of Rochelle. And in truth from the year 1621. 
that he had been employ'd before this place , he had medirated 


nothing more, than how to reduce it into his Majeſties obedi- 


ence. So that I have ſcen'in his hands at one time thirty ſeveral 


deſigns forthe ſhutting up of the Port. Pompeo Targoue (as has 
been ſaid) came thirher at that time to view the place, and the 
Duke call'd in ſeveral other Engineers to adviſe about ic : bur in 
the end concluded upon the Cawley, asthe only thing that could 
poſſibly block up the Channel. 


leſme's an- 
wer. 


The fitting down before Rochelle ſoon ſtirr'd the whole Hugonot The Cont . 
party into 'Commotion; and although moſt of the other Cities of Totionof 


their Faction, uttcrly*diſclaim'd having any hand in the Engl/h 


the whole 
Hagonot 


Invaſion, and ſeem'd rocondemn Soubize for having call'd chem Patty. 


in: yer was there not one of them nevertheleſs chat in the con- 


cluſion did nor joyn with them, or that refus'd to be involy'd in 


the ruine of thar Rebellious City. Ic was impoſſible the root of 
this Faction could be ſo violently ſhaken , and the incorporate 
branches remain inſenſtble of the motion : ſo that the extremelt 
members thereof, torelccing a cerrain , and general ruinc in che 
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Anno fall of Rochelle (which was, as'it were, the body where the ſoul of 
1628. theix Intereſt did inhabit)they no ſooner ſaw it threatned by theſe 
LY mighty preparations: but that the common ſafety made them . 
concur in thecommon defenſe, and break.into open Arms in all 
parcs of the Kingdom, In Languedoc , the Sevenner, and Guieme 
they were excited by the inſtigation of the Duke of Roban : Mon- 
my of tauban follow'd the example of the reſt, and what Proceſtati- 
04%" ons ſoever the Inhabitants of that Ciry had madeto'the Duke of 
Eſpernon, that they would continue firm in their duty, their deſti- 
ny notwithſtanding over-rul'd all thoſe temperate reſolutions, and 
the hour was now come, that the King's Victories mult (in ſpight 
of their own endeavours to oppole it) eſtabliſh chem in a happier 
ree of Peace, and Safety, than till this time"they had ever en- 

joy'd, even in the greateſt proſperity of .theit Afﬀairs. 

It was no fault of the Duke of Eſpernon's, that they did not ob- . 
tain this benefit better cheap, and by berter ways , and that they 
were not at once both happy, and innocent : he often by Let. 
ters put them in mind of their duty , and of the promiſes they 
had fo faithfully made him, ts continue firm therein , and, for a 
final teſtimony of the zeal he had to their preſervation, ſent to 
chem one of the moſt powerful inſtrurncnts he, could poſhbly 

01g qd make choice of for ſo'good a work. And this was Morin, a Coun- 
Chamire cellor inthe Chambre de t Edift# of Guienne, a man of admirable 
AMc-pertic Wit, and great Eloquence, to periwade them to their own good, 
being (az had they been capablero underftandit; and one the Duke con- 
pas been  ceiv'd the more proper for this imployment , as being one of 
"we 7 theix own perſwaſion, who had born Arms amongft them with 
Courtere- oreat Reputation and Valour, and who having upon very good 
—_ 5a conſiderations reconcil'd himſelf to his Duty, was the more fir to 
thoſe of the perſwade them to do a thing , wherein he had himſclf been a 
——_ leading example. 

the one So ſoon as theſe, and the reft of their Party had declar'd , the 
—_ King ſecing the War kindled in almoſt all the Provinces of his 
andthe Kingdom, ſent away the Prince of Conde into Languedoc, in the 
—_—_— Cualty of Lieutenant General of his Armies , not only in Lan- 
wi guedoc, and Guienne, but likewiſe in ſome other adjoyning Pro- 
party. = yinces; to Whom he alſo deliver d two Commiſſions of Licute- 
+ bean nantGenerals under him , for the Dukes of Montmorency , and 
maderhe Eſpernon, The latter of theſe had no ſooner intelligence of the 
Geurenmnt Prince's atrival at Tholouze, but that he immediately poſted thither 
Guienze, ard tO pay him the reſpect dueto a Prince of the Blood, -and from his 
+ wow nIN own mouth to receive his Majefties Commands. 'He was there 
Provinces, Teceiv'd by the Prince with all the tenderneſs , and manifeſtation 


of 
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of entire confidence he could poflibly expeet, or deſire : but how Anno 
kindly ſoever he took this entertainment, he could not neverthe- 1628. 
leſs force his complacency ſo far as to accept of the Commiſſion www 
- the Prince had to give him-of Licurenant General under his Com- 
mand, He at firft defended himſelf from it by ſeveral yery civil 
and reſpeRtiveexcuſles; telling him,amongft hs things : © That 
* being his moſt humble Servant (and he was effetually ſo) no | 
© condition whatever could more ſubjeR him to his Commands, 


© than the relpe&he had for his Quality and Perſon had lready 
* Jone, and that for any thing elſe , the power he had as'Gover- 
** nourof Gaienne, giving him of it ſelf ſufficient Authority to 
* cauſe hins to be obey'd in whatever he ſhould pleaſe to com- 
« mand within thac Province , he did not ftand in need of an 
© further Commiſſion for that end. But atlM (the Prince unwil- 
ling to underſtand his excuſes, and ſtill preſſing him to receiveit) 
the Duke with his uſual liberty franckly told him : © That from 
« his youth till that [time he had ever been honour'd with ſuch 
& Commands immediately under the King's, his Maſters , with- 
© our having ever accepted that quality under any. other than 
«themlſclves; and that he did therefore beſeech him he would 
< pleaſe to permithim in this laft Ac of his Life,to retain a privi- 
cc ſedge he had for ſo many years , and under ſo many plorious 
« Maſters enjoy'd. After ſo candid a Declaration., the Prince 
would no more importune him ; neither did hediſcover the leaſt 
offenſe, or unkindneſs, at the Duke's refuſal ; which he had the 
more reaſon to be ſatisfied withal, as he very*well knew he had 
formerly rejeted the ſame Employment under the Connt de 
Soiſſons. | 
' The Duke had no ſooner taken leave of the Prince , bur that 
he return'd back in all diligence towards Bordeaux , to take ordet 
for the raiſing of ſuch Forces, as he was to ſet on foot. He had 
atpreſent no more, than the ſame Regiments of Foot , and che 
ſame Troops of Horſe, that had ſerv'd before inthe like occaſion, 
and thoſe the Marquis de .Honferrat (whom he had lately made 
Lieutenant of his own Company of Gens d'-Armes) had order to 
| draw intothe field : but theſe ſmall Forces were ſcarce ready when 
the Duke receiv'd intelligence that a lictle Town call'd Cauſſade, 
near to Montauban, had had the confidence to declare for the Hu- 
gonot Party, Upon this news the juſt apprehenſion he had, left 
the other Cities of his Government, that wereinclin'd this way, 
ſhould follow chis ill example; and leſt in the end, inſtead of 
Montauban alone, he ſhould find thirty good Cities _ againſt 


him, made him haſten thac way co chaſtize thele firſt, Rebels : _ 
| c 
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Anno he was hardly there arriv'd, when he underſtood both by ſeveral 
' 1628. Letters from the Prince, and by other prefling intelligence from 
WY the Court itſelf, thatthe Duke of Rohan had gather'd together 
a conſiderable body of an Army in Sevennes, where he was ſtill 
rallying ſo many other Forces of .his Party , that of them he 
bd. Duke -Joubted not to make up ſuch an Army, as would beable by ſome 
3 x gg notable attempt to divert the King from the Enterprize of Rochelle. 
himſelfro Jr was cherefore neceſſary for him to ſtrive with all his endeavour 
7 dip av co obſtru& his paſſage, wherein conſiſted the main concern of 
was moving the whole Afﬀair, and accordingly he went aboutit, though nor 
ne wigs a "" without great reluctancy, , that he ſhould approach ſo near to. 
relief of (as ade, and not ſtay to beſiege it : bur on the other ſide he 
Recbelle. durſt not doit, left whilſt he ſhould be taken up with an Encer- 
prize of ſo little importance, the Duke of Rohan might take that 
opportunity to execute his deſign. I heard many of his Servants 
murmur, that he was not more cager of this Siege , -and he him- 
ſelf knew very well, that the Prince had writ ſomething unhand- 
ſomely of him te the Court about it : but he was nothing moved 
atall that noiſe, and having good reaſon for whart he did, nothing 
had power to alter his determination. be 
Whilſt he was thus vigilant about Montauban to obſtruct th 

Duke of Rohan's paſſage, the Prince of Conde, who had made a 
very conſiderable progrels in Languedoc, by the taking of Pamieres, 
| Realmont, and ſeveral other places, reſolv'd ro purlue his Victo- 
ries into Guienne, There was a little cornerin the lower Rowergue, 
and bordering upen the Sevennes,that had never yetfelt the power 
ofthe Royal Arms;it was therefore agreed upon betwixt thePrince 
and the Duke of Eſpernon, that the Army ſhould advance thar 
way, their deſignhercin being, either to diſunitethis lictle Coun- 
erey from the Duke of Rohar's Intereſts , or at leaft by this Enter- 
rizeto divert him from the deſign he had of moving towards 
Rochelle it being very unlikely he ſhould think of that, whilſt 
the Cities of his party ſhould - be ſo dangerouſly engag'd in the 
moſt advantageous Poſt he had upon any occaſion to retire him- 

ſelf unto. TID © 
The Prince The Prince of Conde who was very punRual in all his defigns, 
_ of Conde lays at the appointed day, which was in the latter end of May, pre- 
ya * ſented himſelf in fight of Yabres, an Epiſcopal Sea , and almoſt 
the only Catholick City of allchat Countrey ; to whom the Duke 
alſo the next day joyn'd himſelf with his Forces, Their deſign 
was ſuddenly to clap down before Saint Afrique, a Town very 
conſiderable in thoſe parts, and exceedingly well fortified : but 
the ſucceſs of this Enterprize did by no means anſwer their cxpe- 
; | ctation, 
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Ration, they being after a very brisk afſaule E vigorouſly ſuſtain'd dns 


by thoſe within, conſtrain'd to raiſe the Siege ; after which the 
Prince's Forces being very much decreas'd in the preceding Ser- 
vice, and infinitely dejected with this repulſe | 
were, it was neceflary to diſpoſe them into ſeveral Garriſons to 
refreſh them. 

It ſeem'd as if chis baffle at Saint Afrique had hapned for no 
other end, butto juſtife the Duke about the buſineis of Cauſſade, 
wherein the miſcarriage of the one caus'd his wiſdom to be highly 
magnified for not having attempted the other, whereas before 
both the Court, and the whole Kingdom talk'd a little odly of 
his proceeding ; ſo ready is ill natur'd mankind to cenſure the bra- 
veſt Spirits upon the leaſt ſhadow'of occaſion , though after ha- 
ving perform'd in the ſight of all the world innumerable actions 
that oughttheleaft of them to defend the Author's name from 
Calumny, upon any accident of Fortune. The King lay at this 
time before Rochelle, and le Pleſfis, who had ſerv'd in the Iſle of 
R# at the defeat of the Engliſh with marvellous reputation , con- 
tinuedto ſerve-with his Regiment at this Siege ; where being up- 
on the great Scene of Aﬀairs, and hearing-what was ſaid of the 
Duke his Maſter, he fail'd nottolet him know what cenſure the 
world paſs'd upon him concerning the buſineſs of Cauſſade, and 
how he had been repreſcnced to the King : inſomuch that the 
Duke finding ir neceſſary to give his Majeſty an accompt of what 


as the Duke's allo luccels. 


had paſs'd upon this occaſion, he diſpatch'd away Monſieur Fabert, The Dnke 


who was then in his entertainment, to Court, to that effe, This 
HMonſieur Fabert wasa Gentleman of whole education the Dike 
had had fo particular a care, that he had ever been cither under his 
own eye, or with the Duke de la Palette his Son; and having ob- 
ſerv'din him, in a very green youth, great courage, and under- 
ſtanding, and an extraordinary aſliduity, and application to mate 
ters of his profeſſion ; and thence conceiving the hopes of thoſe 
rare fruits we now ſee, had ever honour'd him (which was not 
ordinary with him to young people) with great demonſtrations 
of particular favour and eſteem. 

Fabert being arriv'd at Court, preſently acquainted the King 
with the occation of his coming , preſenting with all his Letters 
of Credence to the Cardinal, wherein he acquitted himſelf ſo 
well, that his Majeſty remain'd highly ſatisfied with the Duke's 
Condu&,; and as touching the Cardinal , le Pleſſis, who had an 
old eſtabliſh'd familiarity with him, writ co the Duke in a Ler- 
ter dated from Perigny the 24% of September, 1628. in theſe 


terms : © Before the arriyal of onfieur Fabert, there were va- 
rious 


The Hiſtory of the Life of Pas 7111). 


mm II Do—— —  ——  — 


Anno 
1628. 


LOEVWNY 


The Duke 
of Eſpernon 
falls 1;ck. 


< rious diſcourſes of your proceeding at Cauſſade ; wherein,though 
© ſome were prompted by their malice, yer even the moſt mode- 
© rate, and who ſpoke neither out of Envy, nor Dilaffte&tion, could 
© not abſolutely acquir your Reputation : but ſince his coming, 
* 21 men unanimouſly applaud your Wiſdom ; inſomuch that 
** Cardinal Richelieu himſelf , who before in obſcure language 


* would ſometimes give me private touches of reproach ( to 


« which I could return no other anſwer, than to entreat he would 
* ſuſpend his Judgment, cill you writ to-Court) has confels'd to 
«me ſince,that had you engag'd in that Siege, Monſieur de Rohan had 
** doubtleſs pals'd by, as he had promis'd the Rechellers , and that 
*« you had been ſolong in poſſeſſion of well doing , that it was 
* henceforward impoſſible for you to do amiſs. - 

After the raiſing of the Siege of Saint Afrique, they were now 
to think of a ſecond devaſtation of Montauban, and to make the 
innocent Countrey ſuffer for the Crimes of that rebellious City : 
to efte& which, the Duke had only rwo Regiments remaining of 
three that he had rais'd; the third which was that. of Saint Croix 
d Ornano, having by the Prince been taken into the Body of his 
own Army: yetdid he not for all this refuſe ro undertake this 
difficult Enterprize , which nevertheleſs I do verily believe he 
could never have been able to execute, without the aſſiſtance of 
a great number of gallant Gentlemen Volunteers, to whoſe Va- 


lour (as has been already ſaid) he Rood oblig'd for moſt of the 


Services he perform'd for the King in that Province. 

The buſineſs was therefore perform'd with very good ſucceſs, 
notthar the Enemy did not make a ſtout Oppoſition, and did nor 
daily engage the Duke's {mall Forces: bur it was ever to their 
own lols. Whilſt matters went thus proſperouſly on , the conti- 
nual toil wherewith the Duke had been exercis'd during this 
whole Campagne, had ſo overcome his ſpirits, that he fell dange- 
rouſly ſick at CaFelſarrazin ; where , how importunarte ſoever his 
Phyſician was with him to retire from the ill air of that Countrey, 
corrupted no doubt by the exceſſive heats , and the length of che 
War, which had there continued for almoſt five years together 
without intermiſſion, he was nbtwithſtanding obſtinate to 'con- 
rinue in his Camp, and would by no perſwaſions be drawn to 
forlake his Army. Neither, though his indiſpoſition confin'd him 
to his bed, could it hinder his indefatigable mind from ſtill work- 
ing upon his buſineſs : he would have his people to bring him an 
howly accompÞof allthat pals'd, and his Genius inſpiring his 
followers with the ſame good Fortune had cyer attended him in 
all his deſigns, he (even in the moſt violent height of his diſtem- 

| per.) 
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per) gave himſelf Orders, the execution whereof made him ever Ano 
victorious, But after having long Rrugled with his' Diſeaſe, he 1628. 
mult at laſt give way to its violence ; and his ſtrength by theagita- \ Wl 
tion of his mind viſibly impairing, made his Phyſician begin to 
apprehend a more dangerous iſſue of his diſtemper , than was at 
firlt ſulpeRed. They were therefore conſtrain'd whether he would 
or no to force him fron--his Camp, and to carry him aboard a 
Boat, in which he was convey'd upon the River Garonne , and 
the next day brought to his own Houle (adillac , where he was 
ſcarcely arriv'd, bur that the change of air produc'd a manifefk The Duke 
alteration in his health, which in a few days was ſucceeded by a © 
perfect recovery. = 
The waſte having been made about Montanban, it was ſtill ne- 
ceſlary to leave ſome Forces thereabouts , to hinder the excurſions 
of rhoſe of.the City ; which Forces, though very few, were not- 
withſtanding ſo conveniencly diſpos'd, that the Enemy could ne- 
ver make any advantage of their own numbers. The Marquis 
de Monferrant (who together with the Lieutenancy of the Duke's 
Gens d'- Armes, had at his recommendation moreover obtain'd the 
Office of Mareſchal de (amp) was lefc ro command them, anem- 
ployment wherein he ſo well diſcharg'd himſelf, as beſides the © 64 
honour he deſerv'd for having with ſo few- men bridled the Li- 2 
' . Cenceof fo populous a City, he further acquir'd that of ' having 
kept thoſe men in ſo admirable a Diſcipline, that there was never 
the leaſt complaint made of any diſorder, or the leaſt infolence. 
committed by any of his party. | 
Whilſt in Languedoc, and Guienne the King's Forces were taken 
up with theſe petty Enterprizes, his Majeſty in his own perſon 
continued to ftreighten Rochelle both by Sea and Land ; carrying 
on the Siege with ſo much vigour, and conduct, that atcer having 
made the beſieg'd ſuffer extremities, far beyond what we read of 
with horror in the moſt ſenſleſs obſtinacies of other deſperate Ci- 
ties; he art laſt reduc'd them to a neceſſity of ſubmitting to his 
Royal Mercy. In which Surrender , though the wiltul blindneſs Ro-7«!/: far- 
wherewith the Rochellers had been ſo long poſle(s'd , had kept [F"0rt" * 
them from looking into their own miſerable condition , till they © 
had conſum'd not only all proviſions fit for the uſc of man ; bur 
alſo all that the extremeſt hunger could compel the uncleanelt crea- * 
tures tO Convert to.food : they yet found they had not exhauſted 
the King's Royal goodneſs, who had enough letr to pardon the 
miſerable remains of thoſe wretched people, the length, and lut- 
ferings of the Siege had yerletr alive, preſerving ſo thole chat had 
cry'd, and had not been ablero effec their own deſtruion, and 
Nnn CXCr- 


— 


1457 


The Hiſtory of the Life of Par III, 


Anno 
1628. 


exgrciſing his Clemency , upon ſuch as had no compaſſion of 
themſelves. To conclude he made himſelf Maſter of Rechefle, 


LY that is to ſay, abſolute King of France, which, tillthis City was 


Anno 


1629. 


reduc'd, he could not properly have been ſaid to be. 

This glorious year was concluded by this happy Victory, a 
ſucceſs by which all che occaſions of thoſe civil diſcords , which 
the difference of Religions had hitherto almoſt continually fomen- 
ted, were ſo totally rooted up, as gaveus for the future leiſure ro 
proſecute our Forein _ - wherein we have ſince been ſo for- 
tunate, as by the ſucceſs of our Arms to be fecur'd of a firm, and 
laſt repoſe for the time to come, if we can continue this good 
union, andintelligence amongſt our ſelves ; the breach whereof 


can alone encourage our Neighbours to attempe upon onr 


Peace. 
The King being yet beforc Rechelle, and the Town upon the 
poinc ot Surrender, his reſolution was abſolutely bent upon re- 
ducing the remaining Cities of the Fiugonet Party to the fame obe- 
diencez in order whereunto his Majefty fent a Letter to the Duke 


_ of Efpernon, to acquaint him with ſo muchof his defign as con- | 


cern'd the Province where he had the honour to Command; a 
Diſpatch that was ſent away by Servieat , who was to be both the 
Bearer of this Miffive, and the Interpreter of his Majeſties fur- 

ther Intentions. The Employment this Gentleman had been upon 
into that Countrey the preceding year, about the buſineſs of the 
Carrick, andthe dexterity, and prudence he had diſcover'd in the 
management of that Afﬀair, had made him by the King thoughe 
worthy of, and ſufficient for the Office of Intendant de la -Juitice, 


 @# Policein Guienne, with which he was at this time inveſted : bur 


that being ſuch a Commilhon as is hardly to be executed in Pro- 
vinces, that have Parliaments of their own , without intrench- 
ing upon, or at leaſt, giving offenſe unto their Authority ſoon 
begot a feud betwixt the Parliament of Bordeaux and him, which 
grew at laſtro ſuch a height, that Servient was fain ro prefer a com- 
plaint to the Council ef fome affronts he had receiv'd from that 
Aſſembly ; whereupon he had granted him a Sentence of Prohi- 
birion, together with a Citation of perſonal appearance againſt the 
firſt Preſident de Gourgues, and ſome other Members of that 
Court. They muſt therefore of neceſſity appear, and accordingly 
the firſt Preſident camein at the appointed rime ; where preſenting 
himſ(clf before the King, tojuſtifie the proceeding that had occa- 
fon'd this Citation, his reception was alittle ſevere. The King, 
diflatisfied with him, as was ſaid , upon other accompts , com- 
manded him to ſpeak kneeling ; whith the Pretident moking 

lome 
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ſome difficulty to do, as an unuſual form ; the King, riſing from: Ann» 


his ſcar, pull'd him by the Robe to compel him to it. 'Tis ſaid, 
that even in this very a&,and the confuſion thi face of an incens'd 
Prince might reaſonably have put any man into , the Preſident 
immediately recolleing himſelf, ſpoke of the violence was of- 
| ferdto him, with an Efficacy, and Eloquencethat aſtoniſh'd all 
that heard him, and that was ſo powerful, as to extrat ſome 

entle and ſatisfactory expreſſionseven from the King himlelt : 
-. this was alſo the laſt lightning of his Wit, and he ſeem'd to 
have muſtred all his Forces for this one piece of Seryice , ending 
his Life almoſt as ſoon as his Oration; who though of acontem- 
ptible ſtature, and an infirm conſticution, bur of a ttrange vivacity, 
and courage, was ſo wounded with chie ſenſe of the King's ſeveri- 

, that he was never after to be comforted ; bur retiring, alteady 
PAY out of his Majeſties preſence, dyed a very few days after. He 
had this obligationto the Duke of Eſpernons unkindneſs , that it 
diſcover'd-in him a great many excellent qualities , that would 
otherwiſe have been buried in his Aſhes ; for had hein truth had 
nothing moretodo, than meerly to have exercis'd the ordinary 
functions of his place, he would even in that capacity have mer 
with concurrences enough to have diſputed that honour wich 
him : but having had oppottunity to manifeſt his courage in ſo 
mighty, and dangerous a diſpute, his Eloquence in ſo many I1- 
tuſtrious Aſſemblies, and his Zeal for the dignity ; arid honour 
of his Fraternity, in ſo many notable , and important occaſions, 
has left behind him ſo fair a memory , that he does ar this day 
paſs, in the opinions of all thar knew him, for one of the greateſt 
men chart ever preſided in that Court. | 


i 629. 
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If the King's ſuccels in the reducing of Rechelle gavea high re- 


putationtothe Royal Arms, the quick difpatch ot that Siege was 
of no leſs utility to his ocher Afﬀairs ; for every one imagining 
this. Viory would have coſt as many years , as he was months 
abour ir, that opinion was ſo generally receiv'd , and concluded 
for lo infallible a truth by all the neighbouring Princes, that there 
was hardly one, who had not propos'd to himſelf ſome advan- 
tage, or other fromthis long diverſion, either to the prejudice 
of his Majeſties Reputation, or to that of his Aﬀairs. The King 
of Spain therefore, the King of England , the Dukes of avs; , 
and Lorgin, entred into a powerful League, that every one,mig 

make his benefit of this Civil War : Wherein Spain and Sav 
doubred not, withonr any reſiſtance, to poſſeſs themſelves,gf the 
Territories of the Duke of Mancua, an Ally, and 2 Vaſſal gp 
this Crown: The defign of the Engliſh was not only-ro-x4lieve 
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and reeſtabliſh the remains of the Reform'd Religion in France | 
but alſoto revenge theraſclves for the loſſes they had ſuſtain'din 
the bufinels of: the Iſle of Re, and theDuke of Lorain (an ambi- 
tious, and offended Prince) propos'd to himſelf , and that with- 


. out much difficulty, the uſurpation of the three Biſhopricks of 


Metz, Toul, and Verdun, which, as they were naturally members 
of it, would bring an equal addition of benefit, and honour to 
bis own Dukedom. el 
Thelaſt of the foremention'd Princes not daring to begin the 
quarrel, ſaid expecting when the other Confederates ſhould 
break the Ice, in the mean time concealing his 'deſigns under a 
diſſembled ſhew of Friendſhip, and the King of Eagland, not 


 wellrecover'd of thelate Blow , had no mind to declare with- 


Spain and 
Savoy in- 
vade AMſan- 
Is4, 


out the concurrence of the Duke of Lorain : ſo that whilſt theſe 
two Princes ſate ſtill in mutual expeRation , which ſhould lead - 
the Field, the King of Spain, and the Duke of Savoy , falling 
ſmartly ro work, had by Arms fo far advanc'd their deſigns, that 
they had already poſſcſs'd themſelves of moſt of the Duke of 
Mantua's Cities, \and excepting ( aſal, and Mantua it ſelf, were 
maſters of the whole Dutchy. | 
The King, juſtly incens'd at fogreatan injury offer'd to him in 
the perſon of his Ally, might reafonably enough have reveng'd 
himſelf by the ſame way, by which he had becn offended ; bur 
retaining, it ſhould ſeem, a greater reſpe for the Duke of Savoy, 
than he had done for him, hediſpatch'd an Ambaſſadour to him 
to complain That without denouncing of War, and to the viola- 
cion of their former Treatics,he hadcaken Arms againſt a Prince, 
whom as an Ally he was oblig'd in honour to prote&; adviſing 
him in the concluſion, either ragreſtore things co the tondition 
wherein he had found them, or to prepare himſelf to withſtand 
the utmoſt power of his Arms, which he was refolv'd to employ 
for the vindication of his own Honour , and the proceQidn of 
his Friends, and Allies. | 

If the Duke of Savoy (a Prince truly great in all things) had 
not yet been more ambitious, than he was great, it had been no 
hard matter for him to have found out ſuch a remedy, as might 
caſily-have prevented the enſuing War; but being big with the 
hope of taking Monferrat, he was not to be perſwaded to give over 
an Enterprize, which he thought as good as certain to him. He 
could not imagine that the King's Army tir'd our, as it was, with 
the incommodities of a tedious Siege, could be in any condition 

coming tatrouble his deſigns; neither did he believe that the 
King himſelf, who had been expos'd to the ſame inconveniences 

| his 
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his Army had ſuffer'd , could be fo ſoon able in his own perſon 
to undertake ſo troublelome a my which being preſuppos'd, 
' nothing could have.power to hinder his Aﬀairs ; fo that endea- 
vouring to hold his Majeſty in hand, without giving his Ambaſ- 


ſadour any poſitive anſwer, or abſolutely engaging his word , he- 


Rill continued his Uſurpation. += 

| The King impatienr of this injury to his own perſon,and more 
of che injuſtice done tothe Duke of Mantua, with a Reſolution as 
generous irvit ſelf, asthe execution prov'd glorious to his Name, 
concluded the following February, to croſs the Alpes, and through 
all the difficulties of Snow,' and Ice, to force his way to the detenſe 


of his Honour, which in caly was ſo highly engag'd. An Expedi- The King 


tion that the Duke of Savoy finding he could not with all his dex- goes imo 


cerity prevent, he reloly'd by Arms to guard the Entry into his 
own-Dukedom: -and to that end he caus'd the paſſage of Suze (a 
pals nature her ſelf had made inacceſſible (if any thing could be ſo 


co Valour) to be ſtrangely fortified : bur this ſtrong Poſt the Tie Duke 
King made no dithculry to aflault, in which Service the Duke de la 4 (« "4/*tte 


Palette Colonel of the Foot, putting himlelf in the head of the 


ted the Enemies Works, and ſhewing himſelf as much Superiour 
'to his Followers in bravery, as he was in Command, in a few 
hours overcame all difficulties, both of Mountains, and men that 
oppos'd his way. I 
The Duke of Savoy after this defeat, not knowing what to op- 
poſe againſt the King's viftorious Arms , ſince his beſt Forces, 
when fortified in a Poſt of ſo great advantage, had not been able 
tro withſtand them, began to ſee his danger, and to perceive he had 
no way left but by an Accommodation to defend himſelf from 
manifeſt and apparent ruine ; which made him ſue to the King for 
Peace, and obtain'd it upon condition, the Duke ſbould favour 
the paſſage of his Army tothe relicf of the Duke of Mantua fo 
unjuſtly invaded : An Accommodation with Savoy being thus 
concluded, the Spariard,who deſpair'd of being able to make good 
' hisgroundin the open Field, againſtan Army that had with ſo 
great facility forc'd the Duke of Savoy's people in their own Tren- 
ches, thought fit to accept of the ſame conditions; and accord- 
ingly not only roſe from. before Caſal , but moreover reftor'd all 
the places they had already taken in the Duke of .Mantua's Do- 
minions, wiſely chooſing rather to give way to the King's For- 
rune, than to run the hazard of a Battel, theevent whereof they 
fear'd would be fatal to them : though this diſcretion only ſerv'd 


to defer for atime the ViEtories heaven had deſtin'd for us over that = 


Inlolent, and implacable Nation, Doubt- 


forces le pas 
| : de Suze. 
Forlorn Hope, drawn out of the Regiment of Guards, firſt moun- 
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Doubtleſs had the King pleas'd to have made uſe of this occa- 
ſion, and the power he hadgo effect any deſign he would have un- 
dertaken, he might at this time wirh greac taciliry have given the 
Spaniſh Forces ſuch a blow, that they would nor of many years 
be have been in any condition to have brav'd him again in ltaly : 
bur his Majeſty, contenting himſclf with having relcu'd his Ally 
from che oppreſſion of thole two mighty Enemies , would nor 
in his own perſon ſeem to violate that Equity and Juſtice he had 
travell'd ſo farto defend. | 

If the Forein Princes had taken a wrong meaſure in the be- 
lief they had entertain'd of the length of che Siege of Rochelle, the 
Duke of Rohan was no leſs miſtaken inthe Expedition of 7raly , 


wherein hedoubted not his Majeſty would meer with ſo many 


reat, and tedious difficulties, that he hop'd himfelf (gy-ho was the 
foul of his whole Party) might inthe mean time, and in the in- 


terval of the King's abſence, infuſe ſo much vigour into his de- 


clining cauſe, as that they would be in a condition for ſome time 
at lea(t, ro defend themſelves. | 

He had thereforeraken Arms in the Sevennes, and with the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Cities of Montauban, Niſmes, Millaut, Caſtres, Pri- 


"vas, U/etz, and ſome others, hadgot ſuch a body of an Army 


together, as therewith he hop'd co maintain himſelf in that licele 
angle of the Kingdom, and either preſently to obtain ſome advan- 
rageous conditions, or to expect a more favourable time for the 
reeſtabliſhment of his depreſſed party. In the mean time he trea- 
ted ſecretly with Spain, from whence he had alſo obtain'd a pro- 
miſe of ſome ſupply of money : but the King, who had intelli- 
gence of his praRice, returning with che ſame celerity our of Ita- 
ly into France, in the moſt violent heats of Summer, wich which 
he had paſs'd out of France into Jtaly in the greateſt extremity of 
Winter, preſented himſelf before Privas (one of the Rebel Ci- 
ties) in June, which allo at his firſt coming he carried by aſſaulc : 
after which Aletz,, another of the ſame principles, ſurrendred 
without any refiftance. The Duke of Rohan, oblerving whar a 
terror the taking of theſe two places had infus'd into his whole 
Faction, and knowing on the other ſide that a Peace with Italy, * 
and England was altcady concluded, began to apprehend ar laſt 
he ſhould berorally deſerted by all his Confederates, and Friends, 
and left alone to bear the ſhock of his Majeſties vitorious Arms; 
which made him in time ſerioully co apply himſelf co his mercy, 
to avoid the ſevere effects of his Juſtice. q 
One of the moſt powerful motives that induc'd him to ſue for 
this Peace, was doubtleſs the blocking up of Montat:ban, and the 
walte 
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waſte that,now the third time by expreſs order from the King, was 
made round about that City, The Duke of Rohan had plac'd his la- 
reſt refuge in the ſtrength of this place,and hadever hop'd, whilſt ic 
could maintain it felt in a. condition to ſuſtain a tedious Siege, 
that reſiſtance would infallibly pur him into a capacity of obrain- 
ing very good Conditions : but the King, who had foreſeen this 
delign, writ to the Prince of Conde to joyn himſelf with the Duke 
of Eſpernon { to whom he alſo writ at the ſame time to the ſame 
effe&) to deprive .Hontauban, by deſtroying their Fruits, of all 
poſſibilicy of ſubſiftance, and therein the Duke of Roban of the 
alſitance he promis'd to himſelf from thence in the laft excremiry 
of his declining Afﬀairs. , 

The Prince would himſelf be the bearer of this Diſpatch , da- 
ted from Suze the 27*- of April, and accordingly arriv'd at Bor- 
deaux inthelatter end of May ; where betwixt him, and the Duke, 
all chings were ſoon concluded on for the execution of his Maje- 
ſties Commands : an Enterprize , that although the Duke had 
neither competent Forces, nor other means wherewithal to per- 
form it, that no order had been ſent cither for money to raiſe men, 
to furniſh ammunitions of War , or to buy proviſions for the 
ſupport of the Army; his affetion to the Service notwithſtand- 
ing ſupplying all other defe&ts, he ſoon pur himſelf into a condi» 
tion to ſecond the Princes defires; wherein he was indeed necel- 
ficated almoſt alone to undertake the buſineſs, how difficult ſo- 
ever he knew it to be : For the Prince being oblig'd by his Com- 
mand to have an eſpecial eye to the higher Languedoc, his preſence 
was there very requiſite, and almoſt continually requir'd : bur 
the Duke fail'd nor, for any other conlideration, according to his 
cuſtom, to acquit himſelf very exactly of his ſhare of the work. 

Whilſt the Duke was in the hear of this execution , the Peace 
was concluded with che Duke of Rohan in July , which all che 
other Cities of his Faction likewile accepted , excepting Montan- 
ban which for ſome days ſtood out ; not thatthey did not defire 
itequally with the reſt, chey had ſuffer'd coomuch , and werere- 
duc'd to too neceſfitous a condition to oppoſe their own quiet : 
but the Duke (wharloever thoſe of Montauban could pretend) to 
wit, That having ſuffer 'd ſo much by bis Arms they could not conſent to 
allow him the honour of having ſubdu'd them) very well underſtood 
char all thoſe excuſes were ſuggeſted to them by che Cardinal,who 
ambitious to have the honour af torally ſuppreſſing that party ar- 
tributed to himſelf, dia elpecially deſire, chat this Ciry (which af- 
ter the ſurrender of Rochelle was become the Metropolis of the 
Faction) ſhould be deliver'd up into his hands. He had cherefore 
acquainted 
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acquainted the principal of che Inhabitants, thac ic was from him 
alone they wereto expect whatever adyantages they could propoſe 
to themſelves from this Accommodation,and that it would there- 
fore concern them to reſerve themſcives entirely for him, to be 
the more worthy of his protettion, from whence they might de- 


ive a greater ſupport, than from all other powers upon earth. 


The Duke nertled at this uſage , and unable in. che intereſts of 
Honour to give place to any whomloever , retir'd himſelf to his 
Houſe Cadillac, with a reſolution ſeeing the Cardinal would by 
his Authority raviſh from him an honour, he had by his Services 
ſo highly delerv'd, notto pay him ſo much as thecivility of a Vi- 
fitin his Government, into-which he was now coming, to: take 
oflefon of .Montauban, as it he/had been the man had reduc'd 
it : But the Cardinal, whoſe deſiga it was (as bas been ſaid) to en- 
orols to himſelf the whole repuration of this War., thought no- 
thing would ſo much illuſtrate his Triumph, as to receive a. Viſit 
from the Dukeof Eſpernon in one of the principal Cities of his 
own Government, and conceiving ſuch a Complement would 
pals inthe opinion of all the world for an abſolute teſtimony of an 
entire ſubmiſſion, he was infinitely deſirous to have him won to 
that complacency ; which being he could not handſomely try to 
do dire&ly from himlſelf, he caus'd him to be very highly impor- 
tun'd to that purpoſe, by ſome of the Duke's own peculiar friends, 


who wereat that time about his perſon. Theſe-Gentlemen there- 


fore, and amongſt others particularly Mareſchal Baſſompierre re- 
;eſented to the Duke, that all this time an enterview betwixc 
the Cardinal and him was highly neceflary to the good of his 


- own Aﬀeairs, without which he could nor. poſſibly avoid giving 


a mortal Aﬀerontto a man become abſolute at Court by the ruine 
of a Faction, which alone had hitherto ſerv'd for an allay to. the 
excels of his power. An advice that was ſo well ſeconded b 

le Pleſſis, who of all others had the greateſt ſway with the Duke, 


- and fortified with ſo many powertul Arguments, that atlaſt he 


reſoly'd upon this Viſit. Yet do I very well remember with how 
great relu&tancy it was, and with how ſtrange a violence upon 
his own humour, and haughty ſpirit , that he ſuffer'd himſelt to 
be overrul'd in this particular, and how unwillingly he ſer our to- 

wards Montauban. FL 
Though the Cardinal was very much preſs'd by his own Inte- 
reſts to go in all diligence after the King, who had taken the way 
to Paris immediately upon the concluſion of the Treaty, it is not- 
withſtanding moſt certain, thac he waited two whole days toge- 
ther the Duke's coming to Montauban ; where when he came, he 
recely'd 
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receiv'd him with extraordinary kindneſs, and-reſpe&, and Anno 
though many things had pals'd upon leveral occaſions that mighe 1629. 
realonably enough begert ill blood berwixt them, the Cardinal > 
an exceſs of freedom, and civility, gave manifeſt reſtimonies, that g1vcs the 
he retain'd no memory of any former unkindneſs : but on the ©#r4ins! a 
contrary proteſted , that he would value the Duke's friendſhip OT 
preferrably co any other perſons in the Kingdom , which was his i v«ry we!! 
own expreſſion ; and upon an intimation the Duke gave him, char j<* wy 
he had occaſion to make a Journey to Court, promis'd him, that 
ſoo ſoon as heſhould ſee the King , he would procure him leave 
ſotodo; a thing , which with all the: importunities he could 
make, the Duke had before not been able to obtain : Neither did 
the Cardinal limit his offers here, he afluring him moreover, that 
he would ſerve bim in all chings , and if he would give him leave, 
ſupply the place of a fourth Sono him, wherein he would con- 
tend with the other chree, which ſhould pay him the greateſt ho- 
nour, which were the expreſs terms of his Complement. 

The next day after his arrival, the Cardinal treated him in his 
own Lodgings, where he gave him the chiet place of honour ar 
the Table, notwithſtanding the Duke of Montmorency was there 
preſent, omitting no civility that might beger a ſtrict League of 
Friendſhip betwixt them : ſo that it is moſt cercain, could che 
Duke have bow'd a little, and diſcrectly have husbanded theſe 
good diſpoſitiens, he might have improv'd them infinitely much 
to his own advantage : but according to his cuſtom , either as if 
he had repented the having done too much , or as if he had a 
mind to blot out what any one could lay to his charge tor having 
condeſcended roo low in this viſic, by retaining a kind of a grum 
reſervedneſs inthe reſt of his Actions, he overthrew in a moment 
all che good his friends expected he ſhould reap from this com- 
placency : inſomuch that I have often heard le Flef$:s wiſh he had 
never advis'd him to it. 14 

Afﬀer they were riſen from the Table, the Duke being wich- 
' drawn to a Window in the Room where they had din'd to en- 
tertain the Duke of Montpenſier in private; the Cardinal, who 
had the Archbiſhop of Bordeaux in very high conſideration, came 
to preſent him to the Duke to reconcile him to him. This Prelate 
had apply'd himſclf particularly ro the Cardinal's Service, and by 
a great complacency in all things, having adapred himlelt co his 
humour, and by that means got into a high degree of favour with 
him, had entreated the Cardinal by his Intereſt to put him upon 
good terms with the Duke ; there having ſince the Archbiſhop's 


advancement to that Dignity (which fell ro him by che dearh of 
EM O 00 the 
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this Reconciliation : When the Cardinal, who had already pre- 
par'd the Duke for the buſineſs, and thought he had conquer'd 
his animoſity, coming to him to the Window, where he ſtood, 
TteDvke ſidto him theſe words, © My Lord, There preſent you the Archbi- 
rrkm Gar. ©© ſhop of Bordeaux, Who is reſolv'd to be your Servant, and I there- 
din! Riche- © fore intreat. you to be bus friend upon my accompt : to which the Duke 
#14, ſcornfully turning that way, coldly reply'd, © My Lord the Arch- 
tenſe, «© biſhop and I know one another very weft: After which, and a ſalute 
as cold as his complement, he turn'd again without more Cere- 
mony towards the Duke of- Montpenfier, and follow'd on his diſ- 
courſe. The Duke of Eſpernon had no friead, nor Servant there, 
chat could not heartily have wiſh'd this aQion had paſF'd after 
a more obliging faſhion : butthat was all could be got from-him. 
whichis Itis notto be doubted bur thar this indifferency highly diſoblig'd 
,n>< rearY the Cardinal, who found by thar he had not yer acquird ſo great 
by che Car- an Empire over the Duke's haughty ſpirir, as by his great civili- 
uiral. ties he hop'd he had gain'd upon him : he nevertheleſs retir'd ins 
to his Chamber without taking any more notice at all, and con- 
quering his own paſſion, choſe rather to attribure that odd carri- 
age tothe Duke's imperious humout (which he had prattis'd fo 
long, as to be well enough acquainted with it) than to loſe the 
earneſt he had already given towards the purchaſe of his friend- 
ſhip. Hecontinued therefore ro uſe him with the ſame reipe& he 
' had hitherto done , and was yet fo highly civil to him , that 
. - the next day when he departed from Fontauban to go towards 
the Court, accompanied with the Duke of FMontpenſier, Mareſ- 
chal Baſſompierre, and ſeveral other perſons of very great quality, 
that follow'd his Litter on Horſeback ; he was ſo highly reſpe- 
Rive to the Duke, that he would not offer togointoit,, ſo long 
as the Duke ſtaid with him, which was nevertheleſs half a League 
at leaſt from the City , bur entertain'd him all the way on Horſe- 
back, though fo ſoon as he took his leave he went into his Lit- 
ter, without retaining the ſame reſpe& to any of the reſt. 
[ cannot, before | proceed any further, omit an obſervation I 
made at the Entertainment, of which we are now ſpeaking, and 
| of whichthe ſeveral misfortunes of the moſt eminent perſons 
| there have often put me in mind. There was ſcarce any body ar 
the Cardinal's Table, excepting the Dukes of Montmorency, and 
Eſpernon, the Mareſchal Baſſompierre, and Marillac; three of which 
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were the Cardinal's moſt intimate friends , and he would needs Anno 
ranck the fourth in that degree : from whence , if we conſider 1629. 
what advantage, he amongſt them all, that was the beſt us'd in HV 
ſucceſſion of time, -reap'd from his friendſhip , we fhall under- 
ſtand upon how tickle, and dangerous a point, all Court- favour 
depends. | 
The Duke of Eſpernon was no ſooner reſoly'd upon a Journey The Duke | 

to Court. bur that he would in the firſt place acquaint the Prince td prince 
of (onde with his purpoſe, and therein conſult his advice; the of Conde 
reſpe& he bore to this Prince, and the confidence he repos'd in Fun: 
his Friendſhip being ſuch, as would not permit him to ſettle the goingro 
leaſt reſolution, without making him privy to his deſign : where- 2% 
in there was nothing of diſſhmulation, for he was effeRually the 
Prjnces Servant, and to ſuch a degree, that- it muſt have been a 
ſervice of a very foul nature, he would notchearfully have under- 
taken for him. He therefore diſpatch'd away his Secretary to him, 
ro acquaint him with his determination , and thereupon to beg 
his advice, ThePrince was at this time at Rabaſtens in* Llbigeois, * A Coun- 
where alterthe Secretary had deliver'd what was given him in "obAmy Lan- 
charge from the Duke his Maſter, che Prince with great civility.” 
rcturn'd this anſwer : *! That he concern'd himſelf very much in 
* all che Duke's intereſts : That in another time, and during the 
« favour of the Luines, he might have been capable of giving 
' © him ſuch advice, as he durſt have anſwer'd would have been 
© ſerviceable to him, they having been men of ſo candid diſpoſi- 
tions, as that their intentions might have been. perfe&tly dilco- 
© yer'd ;. but thatar preſent he was ſo totally in the dark, as to 
« any underſtanding in the deſigns of thoſe who were now ar 
*©the Helm : Thar he durft not adventure to give the Duke any. 
© counſel, leſt ſomething might happen as prejudicial-to his ad- 
© vice, as contrary to his deſire; only he had very good intelli- 
* gence that the Garde des Sceaux had been very buſie , and inqui- 
< fitive in making a colle&tion of what Warrants the Duke had i(- 
* ſued our, for the ſubliſtence of ſuch Forces as had (crv'd in ,his 
© Government : That indeed he could nor tell to what nd he 
* haddogneit ; but he could not imagine it would be to any good 
© inteft, andthat therefore the Duke might, if he pleas'd, conli- 
&© der of it. With which uncertain anſwer the Secretary was dil- 
miſs'd, The Duke, who was very ſecure of his own innocency + 
(and it is to be wiſh'd he had been as cautious, and: moderate to 
his own good, as he was perfealy honeſt tothe King) did nor, 
for all this caution, deliſt from till earneſtly ſoliciting his leave, 
whichin the end, after the Cardinal's arrival at Court, he ob- 

om EEE. -: - | - >  _—_ rain'd 
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Anno tain'd, by a very favourable diſpatch from the King himſelf to 
1629, thar effe&. 
LAY The Duke rio ſooner receiv'd this permiſhon, bur that he made 
of Eſjernn all the haſte he could ro Court, to avoid the inconvenience. of a 
arrives © - Winter Journey; which hedid by coming to Paris before 4l- . 
pant hw” Saints, Art his arrival (as at other times) he was welcom'd with a 
receiv'd. 'great number of perſons of Quality , who came out to meet | 

him, and co attend him to che Louvre , where he firſt alighted, and 
where he was by his Majeſty much better receiv'd , than he expe-, 
&ed, -by reaſon of ſeveral ill offices he knew had been done him” 
ro the King. It was indeed chiefly to juſtifie himſelf from thoſe 
aſperſions, that he had been ſo paſſionately importunate for leave 
ro come to Court ; and he had expreſs'd ſo much in his Letters, 
which was perhaps the thing that made his permiſſion ſo hardto 
obtain ; Princes being commonly no better diſpos'd to admit of 
excuſes, than they are to make them. From the Louyre he went' 
ro wait upon the Cardinal, ro whom he ſtood oblig'd , not only 
for his leave to come, but alſo for his Majeſties gracious recepri- 
on now he was come, and was by him alſo receiv'd after a moſt 
infinitely obliging manner, the Cardinal ſtill improving his ciyi- 
licies, and again making him a new tender of his ſervice upon all 
occaſions, as indecd from thattime forward he beganto diſtin- 
guiſh him by his reſpe&, from all other great perſons of the 
Kingdom. | 
Anno Already either the multiplicity of buſineſs with which the 
1630, Cardinal was continually taken up, or the deſign he had to render 
his perſon more venerable, and more authoritative, by commu- 
nicating itto few, had pur him upon that ſtately way of living, 
that he was very rarely to be ſeen: inſomuch that the Dukes, and 
Peers of France, the Officers of the Crown , the blue Garters, 
and whoeyer of che higheſt quality of rhe Kingdom , made no 
difficulty to wait below in the Hall, amongſt a promiſcuous 
crowdof Clients, and Suitors, the hours of his leiſure, whether 
they came only to viſit, or to ſpeak with him about their Afﬀairs : 
nay and were glad to go ſometimes twice , ſometimes more, be- 
Extraordi- fore they could get acceſs to his perſon : Bur the Cardinal , who 
nary cv” was well enough acquainted with the Duke's cemperto know, 
Cardinalro thatſuch a repulle would not need to fright him for ever coming 
= \anwg * again to ſec him, entreated him beforchand, neverto give him- 
ſelf the trouble of coming to ſee him , without firſt giving him 
notice, that he might always be at liberty to receive him : arule 
the Duke on his part ſo well obſerv'd, that he never came, but all 
the Gates were open'd to him , his Coach admitted into the 


Courr, 
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Court, and himſelf to all the freedom he could deſire ; when of- 
rentimes perſons of very great'condirion could hardly be admitr- 
red at the Wicker, | | 

' It has however been believ'd thar all theſe extraordinary Civili- 
ties began at Montauban, andcontinued to this time , were not 
altogether wichourt deſign. Some have thought that the Cardinal, 


who evidently perceiv'd that the Queen Mother (who had ſuffer- 


ed her ſelf ro be wrought upon by ſome ill offices had been done 
him in his abſence) to be grown cold in her affection to him 

would have been glad to have-made the Duke his friend. He was 
powerful in himſelf, and much morcin his Sons ; fo that being 
- fecur'dof their friendſhip (which the whole Court knew to be 
faithful and inviolate where they once took.) he thought he could 


receive no ſo violent an aſſault of Fortune, he ſhould not be able, 


whilſt back'd with ſo powerful a Family to withſtand. There 
was great probability in this conjefture , and the Duke himſelf 
(as clear-ſighted as any) was perhaps of the ſame opinion ; bur 
if on the one (ide the Cardinal courted the Duke's friendſhip for 
this reaſon, the Duke on the other fide would by no means go di- 
rely oppoſite to the Queen Mothers inclinations. He had ever 
honour'd her, though he had not always been well us'd by her ; 
and, having ever imputed to the Cardinal himſclf che greateſt 
part of thoſe unkindnefſes he had receiv'd from this Princefs, was 
more diſſatisfied with him, than the Queen Mother for the ill re- 
' turns of his Service. Bur another reaſon which made him ſo re- 
ſery'd in theacceptation of this precipitous friendſhip , was the 
imperious ſuperiority the Cardinal pretended to over all the other 
great men of the Kingdom , which the Duke could never allow 
him over himſelf to the degree that he defir'd, as ſtill retaining a 
memory how much he had known him inferiour to him. All 
theſe conſiderations together rendred him leſs complaceat, than 
could haye been wiſh'd for the proſperity of his own Aﬀairs : I 
ſhall not nevertheleſs herein rake upon me to cenſure the Duke's 


. condu&, norattempt to paſs ſo liberal a judgment upon a perſon - 


Iam, for ſo many reſpe&s, oblig'd ro honour ; though the event 
made it plain, that had he carricd things otherwiſe , he had done 
* better. In ſhort the Duke was ſo much the more reſery'd to the 
Cardinal, than he expeRed he ſhould be, that the ardour of his 
ſudden affeftion cooling by degrees every day more and more, de- 
generated ar laſt into a perfe& hatred, and from thence to perſe- 
cution, as we ſhall hereafter, in due order of time ,” and the oc- 
currences of Afﬀairs, make more evidencly to appear. 


All things that had hitherto paſs'd berwixt the Duke , =_ = 
ardi- 
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Anno Cardinal were well enough underſtood; and this, good intelli- 
1630, gencecontinued cill the Cardinals departure tor Italy , the Duke 
LY being (as has been ſaid) ever treated by him with extraordinary 
kindneſs, and reſpe& 'far different from what he ſhew'd to all 
.other perſons of the ſame condition ; yer could nor, the Duke 
(whoſe humour was impatient of any thing that touch'd him) 
ſometimes forbear laſhing our into very free expreſſions (giving 
the Cardinal thereby very often to underſtand, that he was not to 
expect any mean, or ſubmiſs toleration trom him) of which I 
ſhall here preſent you one cxample. The Cardinal cither preſu- 
ming upon the authority of his favour with the King , or the af- 
fe&ion he pretended to bave for the Duke, took one day the li- . 
berty to give him ſome advice concerning his deportment 3 
whereupon falling into diſcourle of his ſevere humour , and g1- 
ving him counſelto corre it, he did it merrily in the Duke's own 
broad Gaſcon accent (from which, how long a habitude foeyer he 
had bad at Court, he could never totally wean himſelf?) which 
interweaving with ſome very civil expreſſions , heſcriouly defir'd 
him in the end not totake itil], if he had made a little bold with 
him in imitating his own way of ſpeaking : to which this untra- 
able ſpiric (highly offended at a raillery ſomething too familiar 
A kart re» for his humour) briskly reply'd : © Why ſhould T take that ill from 
<h Þ : [ ou, Which 1 ſuffer from Marais, who every day atts me in your pre- 
pernon to the ©* ſence 2 This Marais was one of the Grooms of the Chamber to 
Cardins'. the King, a pleaſant fellow, and a Buffoon, that had a marvellous 
faculty of imitation, who by his faces, and tricks would make 
folks laugh ; and when aCting before the King , and the Cardi- 
nal, would make as bold with the Duke of - Emri , as other 
, people. It cannot be imagin'd, but that without all doubt this 
compariſon muſt needs difpleaſe the Cardinal ; neither were the 
Duke's Servants, and Friends, to whom he related this paſſage at 
his coming home, much better ſatisfied with it: but the words 
were already our of his mouth, and were no more to be recall'd, 
Every one apprehended this liberty would draw upon him the ha- 
tred of him that was all powerful at Court, yet did nothing art 
preſent appear : ſo that if the Cardinal was really diſtaſtcd at ir, 

he nevertheleſs deferr'd his revenge till a fitter ſeaſon, 
dy = t "Andindecd he hadatthis time ſomething elle to do, than to 
caſon'd by Rand upon a particular Quarrel with the Duke of Eſpernon lo 
the diſcos" many other Aﬀairs of very high concern falling upen him ar once, 
apt Mo. and atthe ſame inſtant, that perhaps in his life he never had ſo hard 
ther, and a Game toplay, The Queen Mother had long been very much 
fem, © iffatisfied with his proceeding; and her ill will, grown now to a 
greater 


- - cenqueſt of this place, and indeed had nor the King interpos'd, 
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greater degree than ever, ſhe could no longer forbear to profels an Anno 

' open, and implacable hatred againſt him. She could not endure 1630. 

that a man who was her Creature,and rais'd by her bounty, ſhould & WW 

get the ſtart of her inthe confidence of the King her Son; where- 

in by allthereaſons in the world ſhe ought to be preferr'd , and 

that made her dire&ly oppoſe all his Counſels, which how well - 

ſoever they ſucceeded, ſhe (till found matter enough to render akeſlin an 

chem ſuſpected to the King, and to diſcredit them by ſiniſter in- 9P*" barred 
. - | + : , ro che Car-} 

rerpretations. So great a power as this hitherto entire, and fortified gin. 

by all the conſiderations of duty, and nature, was noteaſily to be 

baffled by a Servant, and who had no other ſupport , than the 

affection of his Maſter, of it ſelf mutable and uncertain ; fo that 

the Cardinal ſeeing himſelf aſſaulted by fo paſſionate, and ſo pow- 

erful an Enemy , might reaſonably enough apprehend being 

cruſh'd to nothing under the weight of her Authority, and Pow» + 

er: butas miſchiefs ſeldom come alone , ſeveral Forein troubles 

allo concurr'd with this diſorder at home : The Duke of Savoy 

was grown by this time ſenfible of the diſhonourable peace he 

| had concluded at Suze: to which the loſs of Fontferrat ſtuck 


mainly in his ſtornack : He had reckon'd himſelf ſure of the The War 
with Savoy. 
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that Countrey had by this time becn wholly in his poſſeflion : He 
had therefore more firmly than cyer contederated himſelf with the 
Houſe of Auſtria , to the end they might joyntly invade the 
Duke of Mantua ; the rumour of which preparation was al- 
ready ſpread abroad , and they were already in Arms , 
in which condition this deſolate Prince had no body to fly to for 
| prote&ion, ſave only the King of France. His intereſts, that could 

not without infamy be abandoned, © put the Cardinals Aﬀeairs into 

very great danger ; who, as on the one fide he very well knew 

chat Court diviſions, which are the iſſue of eaſe, and reſt, are or- 

dinarily ſmother'd in employment, and of all other in that of 

War : So healſoſaw that this War being to be undertaken by his 
Counſels, to which the Queen Mother was directly oppolite, he 

ſhould become reſponſible for the event , and thar the leaſt dil- 

aſter that ſhould happen would infallibly be laid at his door. Yer, 

asf all theſe difficulties had been to few to perplex him, another 

of no leſs importance fell out-at the ſame time , which was the The 44n: 
diſcontent of the Monſieur , and his ſudden retirement from = ares 
Court ;'to which alſo anorher ſucceeded , and that was the Duke 

of Lorain's taking Arms, to joyn with the Emperour ; who ha- 

ving adeſignto poſſeſs us with ſome jealouſic of our Frontier of 1 Pike 


! . , . of Lor in 
Lorain (thereby to give the Confederate Princes more leiſure to-tytes arms: 


make "HM 
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Anno make a Progreſs in Italy) ſeem'd to threaten Metz, by advancing 

1630. that way with his Army, and fortifying all the places upon thar 
SYN Frontier. 
The Cari. Inthis conflux of untoward accidents, the Cardinal , though 
nl; dexter'- he could work nothing upon the implacable ſpirit of the Queen 
ond theſk Mother, he found means nevertheleſs ro appeaſe the Monſieur, 
Afﬀeairs, 


The C:rd:- 
nals exped!- 
_ rion into 
Ttaly. 


and to bring him back to Court , by obtaining for him from 
che King, whatever he could cither for himſclf, or in the behalf 
of his friends, demand or deſire. He ſent moreover into Lorain to 
ſound the Duke's intentions, who for this time difſembling his 
defigns, proteſted he had taken Arms for no other end, thanto 
ſerve the King, by oppoſing the Emperours deſigns; who, he ſaid, 
could attempt ncthing upon his Countrey, that muſt nor infal- 
libly redound to the prejudice of, France, So that By this means 
the Cardinal having either compos'd, diverted, or at leaft deferr'd 

art of thoſe miſchicfs that moſt immediately preſs'd upon him, 
he would himſelf undertake the expedition of Tealy ; whillt the 
King ſhould totally reclaim the Honſrenr his Brother, and farisfic 
all his diſcontents, by the performance of thoſe things that had 
been promis'd to him. 

The Cardinal was no ſooner arriv'd in Savoy , but that he ſent 
to feel the pulſe of that Duke, whom finding ſtill conſtanc to his 
old State Maxims (which was by fair words , and large promiſes 
to amule ſuch, as were likely to hinder his deſigns , whilſt he in 
the mean time was ſtill intent upon his buſineſs) he tell ſo briskly 
co work, that having taken from him Pignerol, and ſome other 
firong places, the Saveyard was at laſt conſtrain'd to return again 
co his firſt Treaty. | 

The King awak'd by this good ſucceſs of his Arms, and un- 
willing the glory they ſeem'd co aflure ſhould deriveto a Servant, 


_  relolv'dupona Journey into Italy ro command his Army in his 


The King 
reſolves uvp- 
_ ona Voy- 

_ ape 1ito 
ltaly. 


own perſon ; neither though the Cardinal was ambitious to the 
height, was he at this time lorry, he ſhould come to eclipſe his 
honour, ſince he mult leave Pars todo ir, where he knew all ill 
offices were perpetually done him. The intereſt of his conſeryati- 
on therefore prevail'd here with the Cardinal over his inlariate 
thirſt of Glory : but che Queen Mother ſtifly oppos'd this Voy- 
age, by repreſenting to the King the intereſts ot his health, and ' 
ſafety; to which ſhe forgot not to add the Cardinals inordinate 
ambition, who ſhe ſaid car'd not to expole both the one, and the 
other for his own particular vanity. But all theſe remonſtrances 
prov'd inthe end too weak to prevail ; ſo that the appetite of Ho- 
nour prevailing aboye all other conſiderations , and his Majeſty 

being 
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being not to be ſtaid at home:the Queen Mother to give'the Cardi- Anns 
nal leſs timeto reeſtabliſh himſelf with the King (who had after 1636. 
much importunityconſented ar laſt ro his baniſhment) was reſoly'd Vu 
to follow the King her Son to Lyons, to try if ſhe could , whilſt he 
was in this good diſpofition, obtain the effects of his promiſe. 

The King chen in April ſer forwards from Paris rowards Iraly, 
the glorious ſuccels of which ſecond Expedition, making up one 
of the moſt illuſtrious parts of General Hiftory , it ought not 
to be contraQted within the narrow bounds of a particular Life , 
wherein the Duke of Eſpernen having alſo had no ſhare, | ſhould 
not have waded (o far as [ have done into theſe ſecret Aﬀairs of 
Courr, had they not at laſt proceeded to involve him further 
therein, than he had himſelf inrended to engage. 

Before the King's departure from Paris, che Duke eſpecially ſo- 
licitous of his Service within the Precin&s of his own Govern- 
ment, intreated his Majeſty to appoint him an Intendant de la Fu» 
ftice ; he having at his coming out of Gaienne left there neither Lieu- 
tenant, nor Intendant in his abſence to look after his Majeſties Af- 
fairs in that Province : a requeſt that the King being very willing 
to grant, as it principally concern'd himſelf, he gave the Duke li- 
berty to choole whom he ſhould think fit our of his Council, 
The Employment, being one of the greateſt honour, was covered 
by ſeveral perſons of very great deſert; bur the Duke preferring 
above all thoſe who made ſuit foric , one of the Council , thac 
perhaps leaſt dream'd of any ſuch thing, entreated Monſieur de 
Perthamont Maſter of Requeſts co accept it. This perſon of ap- 
proved honeſty, and equal capacity, had, in ſeveral Employments 
of very great 1mportance,given very good proofs both of the one, 
and the other : but theſe qualities how eminent ſoever , were yec 
accompanied with another that ſery'd no leſs tro recommend him 
to the Duke's EleQion ; and that was the great friendſhip betwixc 
him and Monſieur d' Autry, at that time Preſident Seguier,and lince 
Gard des Sceaux, and Chancellor of France, with whole good con- 
duct in the ſame Commiſſion, the Duke had been fo highly ſari(- 
fied, that he defir'd nothing more, than onerthar would imicate his 
Vertue to ſucceed him : and he hop'dto find in this Gentleman, 
what he had already prov'd in his Predeceſſor ; neither was he de- 
ceiv'd in his Judgment, he found his expectation anſwer'd to the 
full. And for ten years together that Verthamont ſerv'dthe King in 
* the Duke's Government , he gave the Duke lo many teſtimonies of 
his integrity, and vertue, and in return receiv'd from the Dukeſfo 
high,and ſo juſt applaule , that [ dare be bold to affirm, there was 
never obſerv'd the leaſt diſſent, or contrariety berwixt cher. 


The end of the Ninth Book, | 
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QT the ſame time that Yerthamont departed fox Anno 
© Guienne, the Duke of Eſpernon was preparing to 1630; * 
goto Metz, there to expole his perſon for the 
defenſe of ſo important a place. A Journey to 
which he was continually prels'd by the conſtant 

=92 intelligence he receiv'd from thence, that the 
Emperours Forces every day increas'd , that he was fortifying 
Moyenvic, . a very conſiderable place near ghat City ; and that the Upon the 
Duke of Lorain (notwithſtanding all his fair pretenſes) was cer- - pcs 
tainly confederared with the Houſe of Auſtria, ro the prejudice of atits de- 
the Kingdom of France. The Duke de la /alette bis Son had , by "84 an at- 
his Majeftics Command, been ſent away before, upon the firlt 174. the 
jealouſie the Court had coneciv'd of the Emperours, and the Duke Puke of E/- 
of Lorains deſigns : buc the Duke, prudently conſidering , that a 1;/7e ins 
Frontier of ſo great importance could not be too: carefully pro- tis place? 
vided for, went with ſome of his friends to pur himſelf into it, 
having moreover cngag d ſeveral other perſons of condicion (who 
had ſtaid behind at Paris after the King's departure) if occaſion 


Ppp 2 were, 
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' Amo were, to come, and joynthemſclves with him, for the defenſe of 
1630. the gn : Sothat haditever come to a Siege , the reſpeQ har (e- 
LYN veral worthy men bore to the Duke's yuan would, without all 
doubt, bave invited a great many perſons of great quality , and 


approv'd valour, to ſerve in ſo honourable an occaſion. But 
there hapned-to be no need of any ſuch ching ; and perhaps the - 
 'preſenceof the Duke, andthe prudent care he, together with the 
Duke his Son, took for the preſervation of that Ciry , made the 
Emperour alter his deſign, by putting him our of all hopes ta 


effec ic. | 
The Duke The Duke arriv'd at Metzthe farfſtof May, where he was re- 
of Eſpcrno» ceiy'd with manifeſtations of an univerſal jay in the/people, be- 
comes 0 . . hs. . . . 
Mz, coming their gratitude, and his own deſert. In his way thither 
he had call'd to ſee the Mareſchal de Marillac, who as he was at this 
time (ar leaſt in outward appearance) in greateſt repute with the 
Cardinal, fo had he the principal charge of che Aﬀaics of that 
Countrey committed his care ; wherein doubtleſs this unfor- 
tunate Gentleman labour'd to his own ruine; and to the Sentence 
 Heviſisthe of Death thatnorlong after paſs'd upon him: for the Duke found 
5d demi him buſie fortifying the Cirradel of Yerdun, preparing proviſions, 
and other neceſſaries tor the Army of Champagne, and performing 
ſeveral other Services, which aſter paſs'd for .Crimes , that were 
judg'd worthy of no leſs than Death. The Duke was by him re- 
ceiv'd with all ſorts of honour, and noble entertainment, to 
which the Mareſchal ſoon after added a viſit at Metz,, where they 
conſulted long together of what was beſt to be done for the King's 
Service upon that Frontier, continuing ever after in a more ſtri& 
correſpondence than before. . 

'The Dike's The Duke was no ſooner arriv'd at .Hetz, bur that he forth- 
orders for wich fell ro work aboutrberepair of the old Fortifications of the 
of c3{:. City, and to the defigning of new, he ſent moreover to (oli- 

cit the Duke of Orleans (left Regent during the King's abſence)for 
a ſupply of ſome Ammunitions of War : bur he had firſt ſent a 
diſpatch to the King co acquaint him with his motion towards the 
Frontier : with which his Majeſty in his anſwer of the 23. of 
May declar'd himſelf co be highly ſatisfied ; ſending him word, 
© Thar his being in thoſe parts, would ſecure his fears for whar 
* concern'd the ſafety of the whole Frontier of Lorain, exhort- 
* ing himto continue his vigilancy , and care for the conſervation 
* of ſoimporcanta place; aſſuring him withal of his good will, 
*and affeftion , and of the eſteem he had of his perſon, juſt- 
*ly grounged upon his merit, and old Services for the Crown. 
Which were in part the expreſs words of that Diſparch, | 


In 
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In the mean time the rumor daily increaſing that Walleſtein was Anno | 
advancing with his Army to waſte the Countrey about Merz, and 1620. 
—_ to block it up by Forts, and the Duke conceiving that OY 
the King would beſo taken up in Savoy, that he could not come 
ro relieve him , ſhould he chance to be reduc'd to any great 
ſtraight ,, he ſaw it was neceſſary for him to make uſe of his own 
Credit, Money, and Friends,cherewichal to ſerve his Majeſty up- 
on this occaſion. He writ therefore to the Cardinal de la Y aterte 
his Son, who wasthen with the King, to tell his Majeſty , the 
Queen Mother, and the Cardinal , That foreſecing how hard a 
thing it would be for his Majeſty in the heat of his Enterprizes, to 
provide for the neceſſities of the place, and Frontier , where he 
had the honour to ſerve him, he [nov offer'd, if his Majeſty Tix D.ke 
would give him leave, upon his own credit, to raiſe and armren jj ** 
thouſand Foor, and five hundred Horſe for the defenſe of the rails Ar- 
City of Metz, and the MeſSine Countrey. An offer that the King, 3 "P%n_ 
with high commendactions of his worth, as freely accepted, wri- cerct. | 
ting hima very obliging Letter thereupen, and the Cardinal in ' 
his diſpatch dared from' Se. Jean de Morienne the 25" of Fuly, ex- 
preſſing himſelf thus : ** As concerning the offer you have made Which is 
* the King, to advance money for the Levies you defire to ſet on *<<Ped- 
+ *foot, his-Majeſty looks upon it with ſuch an eye of acknow- 

* ledgement, as the quality of ſo generous an offer does juſtly de- 
© ſerve; knowing, as he does, the zeal you haveto the ſucceſs of 
< his Afﬀairs, and the power you have, as heretofore, to ſerve him 
< for the time to come, | 

' The Duketo add effects to this promiſe, departed from Metz 
aboutthe endot July, to return to Parts, there to raile money for 
his Leavies, and to provide himſelf of ſuch men of Command, 
as were willing to take employments upon this occaſion 3 but 
the threats of the Imperialiſts by little , and little, vaniſhing at 
laſt ro nothing , they ſarisfied themſelves with having fortified 
Moyenvic, which was ſoon after taken, and demoliſh'd by the 
King's Army : and the Duke of Lorain, not daring at this time 
wholly to diſcover his evil intention, ſtaid to expect a fitter ſea- 
ſon, which alſo was not far off, wherein to doit ; as he afterwards 
| did, bur with very ill ſucceſs, as will in its due place appear. 

The Duke being thus return'd to Paris , deliver'd of thoſe ap- The Dute 
prehenſions he had been poſſels'd withal concerning Merz, and la- © #/*"" 
tified with his preſent condition , fare ſtill , calmly expeRing, 24. 
without any diſquiet in his own particular concerns , the iſſue of 
- the great Conteſts ar this time on foot in the Court at Lyons; 


where, it was ſaid, the Queen Mothers animoſity againit the Car- 
dinal 
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Anno dinal was increas'd to ſuch a degree, thatin the greateſt height of 
1630, the King's ſickneſs, which at this time was exceeding violent, ſhe 


LE NS 
The Kin 


omitted no opportunity of incenſing his Majeſty againſt him , as 


falls ſick ax the ſole author of his Diſeaſe ; wherein her importunitics were 


Lyons. 


1o great, as at laſt-ro obtain a ſolemn promiſe from the King, 


that ſo ſoon as the War of Italy was at an end , he would pive her 
the ſatisfaction ſhe defir'd, by removing this great Miniſter from 
the Adminiſtration of Afﬀeairs. e3vs (=p ob FE 

Though the peril the Cardinal was now in;was very great,and 
that the Duke had continual intelligence :of all that paſs'd ar 
Court, yet did he notwithſtanding ſtill continue towards him the 
ſame civility, and reſpe& ; he writ to him very often, and in truth 
ſo long as that great cloud of diſgrace hung over his head , the 
Duke would have been really ſorry, thatir ſhould have broke up- 
on him : though he had by his dexterity no-ſooner clear'd the 
Sky of Favour , butthatthe Duke, who could not brook his ex- 
cels of Authority, and Power, converted all his former compla- 


+ Cency intoteſtimonics of hatred ; thar fail'd very lictle, as we ſhall 


hereafter ſee, of rebounding back upon himſelf, to his own ruine. 
Which till ic ſhall more plainly appear, I ſhall only ſay this by the 
way, thatthe Duke had doubtleſs a very great efteem tor the Car- 
dinal, never ſpeaking of him, ſo much as in private , but with'a - 
Character of Honour, and reſpe&; fothat, had he not expected 
from his triends an over lervile, and ſubmils regard, I do verily be- 
lieve the Duke's friendſhip would have been conſtant, and invio- 
latetc him : but a civility that went very far with the hanghty 
humour of the one, appearing nothing to the exceſſive ambition 
of the other , the Cardinal enduring no equal , and the Duke 
hardly admitting of any ſuperior; ic was impoſſible foro com- 
poſe things betwixt two ſo aſpiring ſpirits, but that they would ax 
laſt break out into an open feud, | 

Whilſt the Court at Lyons was agitated with this Tempeſt of 
Diviſion, of which we are now ſpeaking, the Duke of Eſpernon 
in the greateſt calm, and ſerenity of repoſe, enjoy'd at Paris the 
honour, and applauſe, that his well known, and long continued 
vertue, had acquir'd to his perſon, and name; inſomuch that, as 
his Coach paſs'd through the ſtreets, we had continually the plea- 
ſure of ſecing the people flock together in crowds from all parts of 
the City to gaze upon him, conſidering with admiration ſo 


. vigorous a health in ſogreatan extremity of age , purſuing him 


with acclamations wherever he went, and the old hatred, that the 
former FaRions had ſtirr'd up againſt him, being now converted 
into love, and eftecm, gave vs to underſtand, that envy is notal- 

- Ways 


Book X. the Duke of Efpernon, - 479 


__— 


ways the concomitant of Vertue ; but that there'is a certain Anne 
picch, ro which the one, being once arriv'd, is gotclear out of 1640. 
light of che other, which of a mean and earthy compoſition WWW 
cannot ſhoor its darts ſo far as to reach the Station , where Su- 
preme Vertue is enthron'd. | 

In chis great, and utidiſturbed leiſure, that the Duke enjoy'd at 
Paris, he who was himlſclf a great lover of Building , could find 
no better entertainment wherewithal to divert himſelf , than 
going abroad to ſcethe Houles, in and about the Ciry,which were 
then ereing, with the tnagnificence that we now admire in our 
proud and ſtately StruQtures, Amongſt others, going one day in 
very good company ro the Hoſtel de Luxembourg , that the Queeri 
Mother was then finiſhing, they entred the Gallery , where ſhe 
had caus'd the manner of - tier eſcape from Blois (as the moſt re- 
markable paſlage of her life) to be painted in Story, One of the 
moſt apparent evidences the Duke could poſſibly receive , thar 
that ſervice of his was no moreregarded, was, that he, who had 
been the ſole Authour of the whole Action, was no where re- 
preſented in that painting, though ſo much as the very Foormen 
that opened the Boots of her Coach had not been omitted. He 
had heard before of this injuſtice that had been done him ; bur 
though it had touch'd him very near, had never maniteſted the 
leaſt diſcontent ; neither do I believe he would have ſaid any thing 
upon this occaſion, it the company who were with him, had not 
provok'd himtoit: Bur every one asking him queſtions of a 
thing whereof they knew he was able to give-rhem the beſt ac- 
compr,. at laſt ſome one freer than the reſt, ask'd him how ic 
came to pals that he was only left out of the tory ? to which the 
Duke modeſtly reply'd : © That he did not knew who had done A ſudder 
© him that wrong, but that whoever they were that intended to _— or 
« diſoblige him inic, had doubtleſs therein more offended the &fcr1nto « 
* Queen, than him : That he was very certain (however exclu- v<'y, "ce 
* ded the ſtory) that no one could condemn him for having any -- co 
* ways fail'd in the aCtion, or in any thing he had undertaken for 
« the Queen uponthat occaſion, his carriage of that buſinels be- 
* ing too generally known for that ; neither did he believe they 
* would much magnihe her,for having deny'd him ſo poor an ac- | 
* knowledgement. - 
If the Duke was very well pleas'd to ſee himſelf in ſuch a degree 
of reputation and cſteem , upon one of the moſt conſpicuous A Famine it! 
Theatres of Europe ; he was no leſs afflicted ar the ill news he ©**""* 
daily recciv'd from his Goverament, where their Corn Harveſt 
had prov'd this year ſo thin, that thereupon a great , and _ 

rable 
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rable Famine enſu'd throughout the whole Province of Guienne. 
Neither did the Duke fail in this exigent to try all poſſible ways to 
relicyethem ; for after having given order for the diſtribution of 
all the Grain that could be gather'd in his own .Territories, . he 


-- moreover dealt with ſome Merchants of Paris, who undertook, 


chat provided they might have Commiſſon from the King , our 
-of Picardy, and Britanny,to make ſufficient proviſion wherewithal 
co ſupply that Province. They had no ſooner made this propoſi- 
tion to the Duke, but that he immediately diſpatch'd away an 
expreſs Courrier to the King to obtain that leave , which was ac- 


'cordingly granted ; upon the return'of which diſpatch choſe, who 


had ſo largely promis'd, did indeed perform ſomething ; but no- 
thing near what they had made the Duke expe: ſo that nothing 
could ſo divert the Judgment Almighty God was pleas'd to inflict 
upon this delicate part of France, butthat inleſs than fix months 


| ſpaceabove forty thouſand perſons miſerably dy'd for want of 


bread; a number that had in all probability yer becn much grea- 
ter, had the Duke's carcto their preſervation been leſs, by which 
the evil was at leaſt moderated, though it could not be totally 


OVErcome. | 
In the mean time the King's health was ſo miraculouſly re- 


ſtor'd at Lyons, that his Majeſty reſolv'd to return back to Paris , 


during which Voyage 'tis ſaid the Cardinal employ'd all manner 
of induſtry, and offer'd all ſorts of ſubmiſſion to the Queen Mo» 
cher to reconcile himſelf to her favour; butall in vain, ſhe: was 


Rill ſo implacably benc againſt him, that the Peace of Italy being | 


already concluded , and conſequently the time come wherein the 
King had promis'd her to remove the Cardinal , they were no 
ſooner arriv'd at Paris, but thar purſuing this Aﬀair with the ſame 
vehemency ſhe had begun, and ſo as it ſhe had already foreſcen 
all thoſe evils ſhe juſtly had to fear, ſhe was importunarely inſtant 
with the King for the accompliſhment of his Royal Word. What 


| repugnancy ſoever the King might haveto deprive himſelf of a 


Cardinal 
Richclicu in 
diſprece. 


Servant he had found very uſeful to him in the management of his 
Afairs, yetthe reſpe& toa Mother , and the obligation of Na- 
turc had fo prevailing a power over his own intereſt, and delight, 
thatthe Order was at laſt Ggn'd forthe Cardinal's removal ; when 
the King to avoid cither the Ceremony , or Complaints of a Fa- 
vourites farewel, return'd upon that, and no other accompt to 
Verſaille from whence he was come but a few days before. Doubt- 
leſs had the Queen Mother gone along with the King this little 
Journey, ſhe had made her (elf abſoluce MiRriſs of Afﬀairs, and 
there had been an end of the Cardinal ; But ſhe thinking the + 

| work 
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work already done, though ſhe had but begin it (a common 
overſight) and out of that belict ſtopping ſhort in the hear of her 
perſecution, gave the Cardinal by that means leiſure to reeſtabliſh 
himſelf wich che King and torally co ſubvert the power , that 
had been employ 'd to his ruine. 

Yet was it not by his awn prudence, and condu&, that he was 


thus ſuddenly reſtor'd, whoon the contrary had ſer up his Keſt, 


and was content to ſubmit to his Fortune by: withdrawing him- 
ſelf from Court; a reſolution wherein he had been lo precipitous, 
that he went the very evening of his diſgrace to lye ar Pointorſe, 
from thence to continue his journey toEavre de Grace,the place he 


Anno 
163@. 
LYN 


had made choice of for his retirement. His equipage was already c..q;nq - 


prepar'd, already he was by the moſt of his friends (the firſt, and. &icheiie» 


| molt ordinary cfic& of diſgrace) flighted, and forſaken, and no- 


reitores 
himſelf wich 


thing but ſolitude remain'd in his Houſe; when the Cardinal de ls th: King, by 


Yalette, prompted by a delign more generous in it lelf,chan advan- 
ragcous to, or perhaps expedient. for the concerns of his own 
Family, rouſing up the ſubdu'd ſpirit of his dejeted Friend, 
made him by force of Arguments recolle& himſelf , and ſee his 
error. Heremonſtrated to him, as it is ſufficiently known to all 


the Kingdom (though ſo long asthe Cardinal lived no onedurft, 


record it) © That he could not aſſume a more dangerous reſolu. 
© tion, than to think of retiring himſelf: That ſuch as had once 
© rais d their fortunes to that height to which his was now-arriv'd, 
© had no ſteps left them by which again to deſcend : That he had 
* no way to maintain himſelf in the height he chen was, bur by 
« aſpiring bigher, chattherein the way before him was honour- 
© able and ſecure, bur tha there was | nothing ut precipice be- 
© hind him, which upon the leaſt-motion of retiring would give 
« him ſucha fall, that he would never be able to riſcagain ; 1 hat 


« he decciv'd himſelf, if he thought his adverſiries would farisfie. 


© themſelves with what they had already done; it being plain that 


«they muſt ill apprehend the recovery -of-his power , which: 


* would be ſo much the more formidable ro them , as he had 
© been by them more juſtly provok'd : That he was theretore to 


cc go boldly ro the Kiog, whilſt the Memory, of his SCrVICes Was | 


«yetrecent, and whillt his enemies (blinded with their,good ſuc- 
* cels) had left a paſſage open to him, through which-he might at: 
<«,great eale, and with great ſafety , travel to the ruine; of-their 
< deſiyns: Thar he would himſelf accompany him to run his fhare 
© of the danger (if any could be) in the execution of what he did 

* adviſe;. and that having made him a promile. of; his friendſhip, 

© he would prelerye it inviolate to him 1nthe one, andthe other, 


Qqq Fortunes, 


0 
dinal de /a 
Valetf; 


che advice 


f the Car- 
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Anno © Fortune, What might not a friend have reaſonably expe&ed 
1630. in acknowledgement of ſoprudent, and ſo 'generous a counſel, 

LY andthat was crown'd with fo favourable a ſucceſs ? we ſhall ne- 
vettheleſs in a ſhorr time ſee 'a' fad return of that ſeaſonable 
kindneſs. | 

The two Cardinal Richelieu fortified by this advice,inftead of taking his 

_ aur way towards Havre de Grace, went dire&tly to Perſaille, where ad- 
co the King dreſſing himſelf tothe King, :arid- being better acquainted than 
vor thc > any with all the little Labyrinchs of his Majeftics humour , he 
whilt the ſoon, by the charms of his Eloquence, overthrew whatever his 

Queen Mo- Enemies thought they had eftabliſh'd by more powerful: ways. 

mains ar Pa. In che mean time the Queen Mother, dreaming of nothing leſs 
74 they than ſoſudden a change, already reign'd in Paris , behaving her 
overrarw ſelf toall that came near her perſon like-one who was nqw got to 
ſigns, be the Sovereign Arbirreſs of all Aﬀairs; and' no more caring ci- 
ther to improve, or retain her Intereſt with perſons whole Service 
ſheconceiv'd for the future unneceſlary to the ſupport of her 

Power. The Duke of Eſpernon hapned (to his good Fortune) to 

| be one of theſe; he had the day preceding the Thunder-clap 

againft the Cardinal; and of a long time before, receiv'd all kind 

of civil reſpe& from this Queen ; but after his diſmiſſion pre- 

ſenting himſelf before her as he us'd to do, fhe had fo little regard 

for him, as before his face to hold diſcourſe an hour together 

with' people of far inferiour quality, without ſo much as vouch- 

ſafing him one word. A negle& which it it was reſented by the 

Duke (as it was to the laft degree) it was notwithſtanding of no 

lictle advantage to him : for the Cardinal, who knew how ſolici- 

cous the Queen Mother had been to win him to her party before 

his diſgrace, whowas not ignorant of the ſtrong connexion' he 

had with the Houſe of Gui , and above all of the great intimacy 

that was betwixtthe Princeſs of (onty and him ; and* who had 

been moreover inform'd that che night preceding his disfavour, he 

had'beeo long in ſecret Conference with the Mareſchat de Baſſom- 

pierre one of his moſt paſſhonate enemies , had from all theſe 
knowledpes conceiv'd a violent preſumprion, that the Duke mult 

of neceſſity be deeply engag'd in his enemies intereſts, and deſigns, 

| But'the Queen's indifferency did in part juſtifie him from thar 

Av alterati- ſuſpicion, though ſome have believ'd thar that alone would nor 

rang !  havebeen ſufficient abſolutely to havecleard him from' the Car- 

Court. dinal'sjealoufie, '\nor to have ſecur'd him from impriſ@nment ar - 
leaſt, if the late merits of the Cardinal his Son had: not reſcu'd 

 himfrom thatdanger. It was in: truth vety neceſſary fome body 
elſe ſhould have that care of him, he being fo far from<contri- 


buting 
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buting inthe leaſt to his own preſervation, that on the contrary af- - Anno 
ter the face of Aﬀairs'was wholly chang'd ; that the Queen Mo- 1630. 
ther was fallen as well from her hopes , as her credit with the OY 
| King, thatthe Princeſs of (onty was confin'd to her own Houle, NG” 
thatthe Garde des Sceaux Marillac was under the ſame reſtraiae, rhemſcives 
chat Mareſchal Baſſompierre was clapt up Priſoner in the Baſile, _ _ 
| and that an Order was granted out to call the Mareſchal Marifluc 

from the command of an Army to undetgo an infamous Executi- 

on : In fine after the fatal day call'd la journeedes Dupes had pro- 

duc'd ſo many dire effects, that not only all the men of Quality, 

bur almoſt all of\any nameat Court, wentto viſic the Cardinal, 

to diſpoſſeſs him of the opinion, that they might have been any, 
way inimicaltohim : the Duke of Eſpernon was perhaps the on- Excepe the 
ly man that would not gg to fee him , nor once offer to juſtifie D ake of 
himſelf from the jealouſic he might realonably enough conceive m_ 
of his diſaftetion, and that purpoſely the more. tro maniteſt ic to 

him. He went 'tis true to Yer/aille, where he ſaw the King , and 

had the honourto talk with him , but he would never be pre- 

vail'd upon to gointo the Cardinal's Chamber, though very near 

the King's, to pay:him the leaſt civility, or reſpe&. 1 ſaw le Flejsis 

the ſame night infinitely afflicted ar this carriage; this Gentleman 

who was very diſcreet, well vers'd in Afﬀairs, and much more pal- 

ſionate for his Maſters intereſts, than for any thing that concern'd 
himlſelf, had importun'd him to give the Cardinal a Viſit, but ac- 

cording to his cuſtom, the more he repreſented to him the danger 

of not doing it, the more obftinate he was nor co do it, his haugh- 

ty, and undaunced ſpirit, rather choofing to tranſgreſs the Maxims 

of Policy, and Prudence, than thoſe of Bravery and Honour. It 

. is indeed true that he went two days after to {ce him , where che 
Cardinal knowing every title of what had pals'd) it may be ima- 

gin'd how he was receiv'd ; though the Duke, without being con- 

cern'd at his cold entertainment, ſaid to thoſe who ſpoke co him 

of it : © Thathehad done as he ought to do; that every onedid 

© not underſtand the diſtinAtion thar ought to be made bertwixr 

* the Maſter and the Servant; that thoſe were reſpects ſo diff:renc 

* ;n themſelyes, as they ought not to be ſlightly confounded ; and 

© that he was old enough to carry the authority of Example. 1 

| Of all the means that can be propos'd for the eltabliſhmentof Anno 
a prodigious power, there fs none lo certain as attempts that are 1631. 
vainly made to ſupprels it ; it appearing that whatever is imper- 

feet in the one, does evergive increaſe to the other ; neither can 

there be any ſo imprudent, or ſo dangerous a relolution, as to of- 

, fend grear Miniſter by halves ; ſince by making him ſenſible of 
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Anno the power he has to revenge himſelf, you give him at the ſame 
1631. time a pretenſe todoit with ſome colour of Juſtice. It fell out ſo 


WYY in the violent, bur fruitleſs endeavours the Cardinal's Enemies 


madeuſe of to work his ruine ; by which being made to under- 
ſtand the intereſt he had in the King's boſom, and employing that 
intereſt under the ſole pretenſe of retorting the injuries he had vi- 
fibly receiv'd, he found his Majeſty ſo much the more inclin'd to 


take his part, as he ſaw there was a kind of equity in the caſe : 


wherein he would not do his buſineſs by halves , as his enemies 
had done; bur vigoroully preſſing them, who cicher had already 
fall'n foul upon him, or who had yetthe powerto do it; he put 


The Cerdi- bimſelf by that means into acondition of living not only in ſe-' 


—_  Curity, bur alſo in repoſe for the time to come, by removing all 
bs enemies. ſuch as were likely, either to moleſt his Peace, or to trouble his 
Aﬀeairs. | 
not ſparing As the Monfieur-was the perſon whoſe powerof all others (af- 
7 ole baving publickly declar'd himſelf his Enemy in his own 


fiewr, Houſe) the Cardinal had moſt cauſe to fear, ſo was he the firſt 


hetook occaſion to fright from Court, by cauſing him to be poſ- 


nor the feſs'd, that his perſon was not there very ſecure : the Queen Mo- 
Queen Mo- ther alſo was by the fame device perſwaded x9 depart from (Com- 
Tl peigne to retire into Flanders : So that theſe two being remoy'd out 
of the way, andall the Queens adherents being cither clapt up in 
priſon, or confin'd to their own Houſes, nothing remain'd that 
conld bring any obftacle to his deſigns , or ſtop the ſwing of 
his Fortune, that now ſail'd with all her Canvas atrip in the full 
Tide of Favour. 
The Duke of Efernon was yet at Court in the midſt of this 
Tempeſt, who judging by the example of the wrack of theſe 
great Fortunes, what power the Cardinal would have over him, 
unleſs he did wholly ſubmit himſelf to his pleaſure , he choſe ra- 
ther calmly, and without diſorder, to retire into his own Govern- 
ment, thanto preſerve himſelf by ſubmitting to ſo unhandlome, 
and ſo diſhonourable a compliance. | | 
The Duke Hedepartedthen from Paris in June 1631. to return into his 
of Eſperon Government of Guienne, where being arriv'd he found that miſer- 
bi Govern- Able Provincein the moſt deſolate condition ther can poſſibly be 
mentofGui- imapin'd : the Famine had there been ſucceeded by a Plague ; 
wy Kenpo , and if by his Wiſdom, and good conduct , he had not deliver'd 
moſt deplo- them from the third Judgment, which was that of the Sword, 


m_—_ cor- by keeping thoſe Regiments quiet, that, after the Peace was con- 
'_ cluded, hadbeen ſentthither to be refreſh'd, there had been an 


end of that pleaſant part of France : but his good Diſcipline in + 


reſtrain- 


£ 
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reſtraining the licence of the unruly Souldiers , that were quar- 
ter'd .in che Countrey ; the good order he took for bringing in 
the relief of Cora ; and thecare he had, that the Magiſtrates, and 
Officers of Health, perform'd their dury in endeavourin gro ſto 
the progreſs of the Contagion in the City, were to fo good ef- 
fe& ; that without all doubt, both Bordeaux, and the whole ?ro- 
vince ſtand eternally oblig'd to his vigilancy and care. 
After having taken the beſt order he could for the preſervation 
of the Capital City , he departed thence with a reſolution to 
continue ſome time at his houſe Cadillac ; but he could not make 
ſo long a Gay there, as he intended. This little place being in a 
manner necefſnated by its ſituation ſo near to Bordeaux, and lying 
 uponthe ſame River, to have continual intercourſe , and Com- 
merce with the principal City, had thence caught the InfeQion, 
which, for ten or twelve days that the Duke made his abode 
there, made miſerable hayock arnong them ; yer was ic only up- 
on the Inhabitants of the Town, as if it had hada reſpe& co his 
Family : infomuchthat although he never refuſed to admit any 
of the people into his houſe, that he went himſelf frequently co 
viſit the ſick in their Cabins, and that ſo numerous a Train as his, 
could not long continue in fo little a place, without having ſome 
communication with infected perſons ; yer was there (which 
was a kind of Miracle) a continual health throughout his whole 


Family, Ar laſt at the importunity of his Domeſticks , who oo ng 
£0es 1nto 


. the higher | 
reſolv'd to leayethe lower, and infeed,. to go ſeck out a better 64/cmy. 


were much more ſolicitous of him, than he was of himſelf , he 


air, in the higher, and more healthful Gaſcony. 

He weat therefore firſt co Nerac, where he met intelligence of 
a Rebellion newly brokep out at Saint-4frique. This City, ele- 
vated to a ftrange degree of preſumption, by having a Siege rais'd 
from befere it, of which we have already ſpoken in the year 
1628, receiv'd order at this time to quarter ſeven Foot Compa- 
nies belonging to the Regiment of Phalsbourg, the ſame that nas 
fince long lerv'd by the name of the Regiment of Chamblay :- up- 
on the receipt of which Order , the Inhabitants had betaken 
themſelves to opgn Arms,ſhur up their Gates, and deny'd entrance 
to thoſe Companies. Neither was this all, they proceeded from 
words to ſome untoward effe&ts, ſome Souldiers were kill'd 
from the Walls of the City; neither' did thele ſeditious people 
failot their endeavours to engage Millant, and ſome other neigh- 
bouring Cities of cheir Religion, in the ſame Revolt : but the 
Duke having upon che firſt notice of this diſorder preſently tran(- 
ferr'd himlclt ro Montauban, with a relolucion to proceed further 


if 
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Anno if occaſion ſhould require, by his preſence, prevented further 
1631. miſchicf, which otherwiſe might have grown up to ſomething 

WYYDY of greater importance. The Inhabitants of Saint-Afrique, ſeeing 
of Eſpernvs themſelves lefr alone, abandon'd by all their old Confederates, 
ſtops the and Friends, and moreover beſteg'd by old Souldiers that had 
Om wy g lodg'd themſelves under their Walls, reſolv'd inthe end to open 
bellion by their Gates to the Garriſon, as they accordingly did ; giving the 
eimante'” Dukethereby an opportunity, he would by no means let ſlip, of 
Qrong Ci- tying them for ever faltto their duty. Making a right uſe there- 
ets foreof the aſtoniſhment ,” and conſternation they were then in, 
party. he commanded the Inhabitants to be diſarm'd, and the Walls of 
their City to be demoliſh'd, according to the Arcicles of the-laſt 
Peace granted to thoſe of the Reform'd Religion. Yerthamont In- 
tendant de Ia Fuftice took upon him the charge gf ering it per- 
form'd, who, together with his Office,of Intendant z was more- 
overqualified with a Commiſhon for the diſmantling of ſeveral 
Cities of that Province,which had engag'd with the Duke of Ro- 
han in the late Commotion. So that the Walls of Hillant, one of 
the ſtrongeſt Holds of that Party, were ſoon ſeen levell'd with the 
ground, as alſo thoſe of Saint-Afrique , of Pont de Camares, of 
Saint-Rome, Tarn, and ſeveral other places. Whercin ſo good or- 
der was taken, that there was no more fear this little Countrey, 
oneof the hardeſt to be reclaim'd in the whole Kingdom , and 
that had been likewiſc one of thelaſt, that had return'd to its obe- 
dience, ſhould for the future commit any more offenſes , or be 
-guilty of any new Commotion. 

The Inhabitants of Montauban cannot in this part of my ſtory, 
withoutgreart injuſtice, be deny d the due praiſe of behaving them- 
ſelves exceedingly well upon this occaſion ; who no ſooner heard 
the Duke defign'd to come into their Countrey , bur that they 

| _ diſpatch'd away ſome of the chiefeſt amongſt them , to beſeech 
The In3"i- him, that he would honour their City with his preſence. An in- 
AMontaubin Vitation wherein ſome ſcruple might reaſonably have been made, 
behave and would the Duke have been govern'd by the advice of man 


- themſelves 


very well of his Servants, he had not perhaps'lo eaſily given up himlelf to 
_—_— the diſcretion of a people, that it had not been in, his power ſome- 
4  rimes touſeſo kindly as he defir'd. To this conſideration the pres 
ſent jſunRture of Afﬀairs, rendred their complement much more 
ſuſpeRed, Saint-Afrique (a Town ct the Hugonot Party) was al- 

ready revolted, and had ſolicited all che other Cities of the ſame 

Religion to concur with them in the maintenance (as they call'd 

it) of that little Liberty, they had left remaining , but the Duke 

by his generoſity overcoming all thele jealouſics(tufficient of them- 

| ſelves | 
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themſclves rohave'madea los daring man loſe the' opportunity 
of pertorming that Service forthe King, he then: did him} acce- 

ted their invitation, and went confidently to \Fontawuban 
where, if thoſe of the Town had really any evil intention (which 
did nevertheleſs no ways appear) having by his preſence diſfoly'd 
that ill humour , he thereby. rendred the mutinous defigns of 


Saint-Afrique lo inconſiderable, that they fell at laſt upon the heads 


of them, who had been the contrivers of the miſchief. 

The Duke at firſt had intended to have continu'd: for ſome 
time at HMontanban, believing that the Commotion of Rowergue 
would not ſo ſoon haye been appeas'd ; bur having by his pru- 
dent care compos d things ſooner than he expe&ted, he in a few 


Anno 
1632, 
LOW NIS 


days found hinſelt at liberty to go as far as the Frontier to the The Duke 
Baths at Banieres. This Countrey, abounding with Gentry'equal- 92***2 be 


Baths of 


ly to any other of the Kingdom , had been the Nurſery from Baviere:, 


whence Monfienr de la Valette-his Father, the Admiral his Brother, 
and himſelf had continually drawn out moſt of the-brave men 
with which they had ſo glorioully ſery'd their Kings , and main- 
tain'dtheir own Fortunes; as it was alſo out of them, that he had 
conſtantly choſen-moſt of his Officers for Foot Commands. The 
acknowledgment therefore of his former favours , being by no 
better way to beexpreſs'd, than by the great conflux of thoſe he 
had oblig'd, they came to wait upon him inſo great numbers,and 
ſo handſomely attended, thathe could hardly have been better ac- 
companied in any other part: of his Government. They here 
paſs'd away the time, as people uſually do-in the Bathing caſon, 
in all ſorts of innocent Recreations , to which the good Compa- 
ny there had invited the Ladies; as well as the Gentlemen of the 
Countrey : when the Duke, "after having bcſtow'd more of his 
crime upon his friends, than tothe conſultation of his own healch 
(which at ſogreat an age continued in a marvellous yigour) would 
return back towards the lower Gaſcony, tolte the miſerable con- 
dition 'of that part of the Province, ſtill groaning under theſame 
heavy judgments, wherewirth at his firſt coming from Court he 
had found it afflited.- | TITRE 

Whilftthe Duke was preparing for his return, he receiv'd news 
of the Grace: his ſecond Son had receiv'd from the King, who had 


lately conferr'd upon him the honour of - Duke, and- Peer; he 74. 1141. 
hadlong before receiv'd his Patent for that Dignity , which has quis  /« 


LV alette 


made me ſo often in the preceding diſcondly; give him that Title; ,,7.. 
but he had neither-taken his Oath, nor aſſum'd his place'in -Pat- Oath for 


liament'ill this cite! The 'Terricory of Yille-Bois+ ſertled/upon 


Duke and 
Peer of 


higa by the Duke his Father at his Marriage /\ was alſo honour'd #;.c.. 


with 


- 
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Anno with the Title of a Dutchy, by that means leaving its former de- 
1631. nomination, to rake that of its Lord, and Owner, That which 
UV rendredthis new Dignity more remarkable was , that. Cardinal 
Richelieu-(ar.chis time advanc'd to the greateſt height a Subje& 
can be capable of ) would at the ſame Scfſon be inſtalled in che 
ſamedegree of honour ; ſo that they were both receiv'd together 
in Parliament, and both cheir Letters Patents the ſame day veri- 
fied, and confirmed. vn > 
The Duke, though at preſent ill enough dealt withal at Court, 
and inwardly not over-well ſatisfied with former paſlages , could 
not however, but acknowledge this for a favour ; ſo that, once in 
his life accommodating himſelf rothe time, he writ a Letter of. 
Complement tothe Cardinal ::to which he ſoon after return'd an 
 anſwerobliging enough; whercin , after he had reply'd to the 
+4 moe Duke's civility concerning his Sons promotion, he proceeded to 
l-1te made acquaint him that the Cardinal his youngeſt Son had been lately 
"19934 created Governour of Anjou. A news at which the Duke was 
1" highlypleas'd: bur as joy ſeldomarrives without ſome mixture 
of bitterneſs; this was ſoon follow'd by one of the. moft juft, 
and moſt ſenſible affli&ions that could almeſt arrive, which was 
the Death of le Pleſſis his beloved, and fairhful Servant. This Gen- 
cleman, equally wiſc ;-and valiane,. dextrous , and faithful, and 
who had all theſe qualities eminent in-him, toa very conſpicuous 
degree had been ſo happy, that the Seryices which had been ac- 
ceptable to the Father, were no-leſs pleaſing to his Sons, inſo- 
much that nor one of them but waspaſhonacte for his adyancement, 
and ambitious to contribute ſomething to his Fortune, a thing he 
himſelf ſolinle conſidered , that had he not met with Maſters li- 
beral in- their own Natures , his deſerts had been the worſt re- 
warded of any mans of. his time: but ſuch was the acknowledg- - 
ment they all paid to his-meric, that the Cardinal de la Palette was 
no ſooner provided of the Government of Anjou , but that he 
calt his'eye-upon le Pleſsis, ro beſtow upon; him one of the. beſt 
and principal Commands of that Province, which was that of 
the Caſtle of Angers. He had already that of Chaſteau Trompette 
of Bordeanx ; neither would the Duke conſent'to be totally de- 
priv'd of his Service, all that he could condeſcend unto to:ſatisfie 
his Son,” being to ſhare with him. in this good. Servant, and to 
give way that he ſhould ſerveat the Caſtle of - Angers , ſtill, keep- 
ing the command of Chaſteau lrompette. Le Pleſſi; having; there- 
fore takea his leave of the Duke at Condom to.go to take poſiefſion 
of hisnew Government ſtaid by the way to keep his (hriſtmas ac 
Bordeanx, with an intention after che Holy days were pals's , to 
con- 
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continue his Journey.to Angers :' but his Devotion making him Anz? 
commit a violence upon his healeh, at this cime ſomcthing im- 1634. 
pair'd,.' by an indilpoſition that began to, grow upon. him, his  YS 
Diſeaſe increas'd ro-ſuch.a degree at midnight Maſls, that the con- 

cluſion of his Prayers was almoſt the end 'of his Life. He went _ - 

out of the Church ſeiz'd with a Catarre, by which his breathing 21 Pull 
being ftop'd, and all ſenſe and memory taken away, he, was in a 8ufſmniere 
few hours totally. ſuflocated. He: could not certainly by a more 7 tr 5 
Chriſtian, nor a more calle death, have faniſh'd. a very excellent Service, 
life : but the Duke of Eſpernon, could not of a long time after be 
comforted for his loſs ; neicher/indeed could a greater almoſt have 

befallen him, he having ſcarce any, other Servant left , that was 

allow'd the liberty co tell his Maſter, what he conceiv'd was beſt 

for the good of his Service: the, Duke, who. would never (lacken 

the ſevere hand heever held overall his Servants , not endurin 

that any of them ſhould preſume co advile him ;: this only bythe 
prerogative of his Age, and approv'd Fidelity, was dilpens'd from 

that Law ; a diſpenſation that.he notwithſtanding ever made uſe 

of with ſo great modeſty, as to, make. ic appear it was rather a 
Priviledge granted by the Maſter's bounty .,..than any Empire 

uſurp'd by the Servant over his Maſters affeRtions. 

Thelife of the Duke of Eſpernon, and; his particular ations, ,,,, 
have ſo great a connexion wich the publick,intereſt, that his tory |, ;,, 
isno where to be long continued without purtiog the writer up- 
on a neceſſity of interweaving ſomething of -the general concerns 
of the Kingdom ; - which obliges me in this place to reſume the 
oroſs of Aﬀairs, and with the year ro enter into tranſaions of 
very great importance, whereinthe Duke had ſo eminent a ſhare 
that his greateſt enervies, and ſuch as were moſt emulous of his 
glory, cannot bur do him that right asto confeſs that he' ſtrook 
the greateſt ſtroke in the ſucceſs of the Royal Arms. 

The Queen Mather and the FHonfienr being retir'd out,of the Troubles 
Kingdom, it was nor likely, but that two ſo great perſons, being 7157792 
open, and profcſs'd enemics to the Cardinal (whom they had ment of che 
publickly declar'd to be the Author of their diſcontents) would JX<*7 0 
do their utmoſt endeavours to make him feel the effects of their the 36n- 
indignation : but it appearing that the King was in a manner ob- **- 
lig'd in honour to protect his Miniſter, and that he was not con- 
ſequently to be affaulted without offending his Majeſty himſelf, 
they were to.cxpe&t agreat, and vigorous oppoſition, ro wbateycr 
attempts they ſhould make upon che Cardinal's Fortune, Theſe 
two diſcontented Princes therefore, well foreſceing this difficulcy, 
willingly accepted the offers made them by the Emperour , che 

Rrr King 
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Anno King of Spain, and the Duke of Lorain, to take Arms in their 
1632. favour: bur as it was impoſhble theſe ſeparate Forces ſhould unite, 
LYN and moveat the ſame time, whereas thoſe of the King embodied, 

—_—_ and aRng by one ſole authority, could in a moment produce the 

Kingof effeRsof all their power : ir was no hard matter for the Cardinal 

5p4ix, and_ ro fruſtrate the arteropts of all cheſe Forcin Princes, and to repel 

EIN even upon them themſelves , who were moſt ative to deftroy 
rageiv him, pe deſigns they had projected for his ruine. | 

= T8 If the Cardinal's wiſdom was of great uſe to him (as queſtion- 

leſs it was) upon this occaſion, it muſt likewiſe be confels'd thar 

Fortune did no little contribute to his fafety , who from'the extre- 

mitics of the North, rais'd him up a Prince, one of themoſt emi. 

nent, and yreat in all qualities both Military, and Civil, that latter 

ages have produc'd, and that was the great Guſtavus Adolphus King 

# Sweden. This Prince (in truth inconfiderable enough, had nor 

his ſingle Perſon ,'and Valour in themſelves, been worth the 

oreateſt Armies) undertook ta invade Germany , and to afſaulc 

che Emperour in the heart of his own Domimions; notwithſtand- 

ing that this mighty Prince , who had already ſubdu'd all che 

owers that were oppoſiteto him, poſleſs'd/ that Empire (com- 

s'd of many Kingdoms) in a greater degree of Sovereignty, 


chan any of his Predeceflors , who had ſway'd that Scepter fer 


many Ages before him, had eyer done. 
Theſe difficulties, ſufficient to have diſcourag'd, and withheld 
the miphtieſt powers ſerv'd only for Spurs to the ambition of this 
enerous,and magnanimous Prince. Heentred then into Germany, 
where athis coming he proclaim'd liberty to all the Princes , and 
People; agreatallurement indeed, bur his large promiſes with- 
out ſome advantageous effeQs were not of force to draw many 
Partizans over to his ſide.. He ſought therefore with great cager- 
neſs an occaſion wherein to make tryal of his Arms, which he 
knew'was the only way to win himſelf Reputation, and Friends 
and the Emperour,who had noleſs Intereſt co ſtop the imperuoſiry 
of an Invader who came to brave him in the heart of his own 
. Empire, oppos'd to this Torrent (and that under the command 
of the beſt, and moſt fortunate Leaders he had) his Army hither- 
to vitorious over all the Forces they had mer in the Field :- buc 
the glory of all thoſe Victories ſerv'd only to render-that'of the 
King of Sweden more illuftrious, which he'obtain'd over theſe - 
Conquerours at the Battel of Lipfick ; by which grear and fa- 
mous aQion, having rendred his name ("till then'alnoft un- 
known) formidable throughout the whole Empire, he rati'from 
one extremity thereof ro the other, almoſt without any refi- 
| ſtance 
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ſtance, ar leaſt without meeting any impediment. that could ſtop wr 


o 


his WAY. T P) * 


The Cardinal (as he had goodreafon) rendred himſelf very fa- 


cile; and-fayourableto:this Prince, who ſeem'd to be' come. our 
of his Rocks, and Nefarts for no-ather end ſave only; to,defend 
his quarrel. He aſſiſted him therefore inthe beginning with ſome 
few men, and a little money.;, which though not very conlider+ 
able, the Swede nevertheleſs gaye ſo important a diverſion to the 
Hale of | Auſtria, that having their hands more than'full of theic 
own, Aﬀairs, they were far from being inany capacity. of craver- 
ſing their Neighbours deligns.. If the Emperour had enough to 
do at home, the King of Spain had no leſs need of all his/Forces at 
the Siege of Maſtrick; and the Duke of 'Lorain depriv'd.of the 
ſupportof theſe two great Princes, under whoſe ſhadow, and 


proteQtion.he had taken Arms, being of himſelf unable co with- - 


ſtand che King's Power ; was neceſſitated (as he had done 
ſome; time before) to fly to his Majeſties mercy. B y the Treaty of 
Vic, concluded in 'the beginning 'of the year , he had dcliver'd 
Mar ſal to the King by way of caution for the pertormance of his 
word; and for this lccond of Liverdune, he moxcover aſlign'd to 
him Stenay, Jamets, and (lairmont; upon which goed lecurity his 
Majeſty having gratited him peace, he was conſtrain'd co oblerve 
it, though it was only not long after to break its from whence 
enſu'd the loſs of his whole Dukedom. - SN 

The Monſieur ſeeing himſelf thus defeated of all hopes of any 


Forein aſſiſtance, his, Servants aſlay'd to procure that for' him at 


home, they law was notelſewhereto beexpected; to which end - 


Letters from the Queen Mother, and him(clt were preſented ro 
the Parliamentof, Paris, totry if by that application they could 
incereſt that Aſlembly-in their grievances, and inveagle the. Pari- 
fians into a good opinion of their cauſe : but all in vain; th 
practis'd moreover ſeveral diſcontented perſons, whole affiſtance 
conſiſting only of a very few men, was alſo of no great effe&; 
the remains ot the Hugonot party were likewiſe tamper'd withal, 
bur beſides that chey were reduc'd ro ſuch a low condition , that 
they had greater need of ſome Potent Princeto protet them, than 
that they were in any capacity to repair the fortune of a great 
Prince declin'd ; there was ſo good order taken to hold them in, 
in all parts of the Kingdom, that not a man among(t them durſt 


once offerto ſtir. The Cardinal having from the beginning of 


the ycar forcſeen, that the diſcontents of the Queen Mother, and 
the Monſieur exaſperated, and fomented by ſtrangers, would infal- 
libly bring a War upon che Kingdom , had omitted no' manner 
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Hino: of precaution that'might ſerve tofruſtrare their 'deſigns t* he'had 
16; 2, caus'dthe Kings ſtanding Regiments both of Horſe and Dot to 
ÞJ be reinforc'd, had put ſufficient: Garriſons into all the'tmportanc 
| Cities; had by very ſevere prohibitions foreſtall'd all ſnch-as were | 
likely co engage with-che Enemy;;' and* thoſe 'of the-Religion, 
though alrcady upon the matter-ſubdu;d being! yet in forme ſore, 
even in'their impotency'to be ſuſpected , he had takena parriculay 
 Earero Take ſure of them upon this' oceaſion. / ' St 
 What-difficultiesſocver the pun ual execntion of theſe' Orgers 
had fttew'd'in the way of the Monfieur's defigns, and' notwith- 
ſtanding” that he faw' himſelf abandoned by his Forcin' friends, 
ſufficienely'taken'up with their own particalat'Aﬀairs, he thought 
nevertheleſs that the ſole intereſt 'of the Duke. of Montmorency, 
who was abſolutely at his Devotion; would of ic felf enable him 
The Mon- tg execute his revenge for the injuries he had receiv'd. Upon Which 
rar affurance he entred the Kingdom in Fune, accompanied only with 
dom. © twothouſand Horſe, pick'd up of ſeveral Nations, and two thous 
ſand Foot, or thereabouts, raking his way through'Burgundy, 
without making any diſcovery into whatparc of France heinten- 
dedtorerire : and then it was thatthe King's Orders, ahd difpat- 
ches were redoubled, and ſent with great diligence into all parts 
of the Kingdom, to which it was” probable thoſe Forces would 
dire& their March. They ſeem'd principally to threaten either 
Languedec, or Guienne, the Governours of which two Provinces 
having no great reaſon to be very well ſatisfied with the Court, 
che Cardinal did not well know'what to think of them, nor whar 
to promiſe to himſelf from their Fidelity in ſo critical a time. Of 
theſe the Duke of Montmorency,: the more-reaſon the Court ' had 
co be jealous of his behaviour, the'more induſtrious he was (as 
ouilty men uſvally are) ro wipe oft all ſhadow 'of ſuſpicion' they 
might juſtly conceive, inſomuch thar*tis ſaid he diſpatch'd' poſt 
after poſt to the King to give him aſſurance of his Loyalty ; athing 
that afterwards prov'd one of the moſt dangerous circumſtances 
of his offenſe. The Duke of Eſpernon did not promiſe ſo much, 
and perform'd much more, he only ſending the Sieur de Campels, 
Gentleman of his Horle, to afſurethe King of his Fidelity , and 
was ſo punctual in the performance of his word, that he fail'd 
not inthe leatt Article of his duty. 

The Duce =Afterthe Duke of Montmorency had keptthe' Court ſuffciemly 
of on: 113 (uſpenſe of whathe reſoly'd to do, he ar laft declar'd himſelf 

r\ncy de- . . | , 
clares inf2. by taking open arms in favour of the Monſieur, who was now 
vovr ofthe come into Languedoc, where he caus'd ſeveral Cirics he had made 
©1519! firm for his purpoſe , to revolt, and morcoyer debanch'd many 
EE Geatle- 


*/ 
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Gentlemen of very-eminent quality, whom cicher the reſpeR,and Anns 
affetionto his perſo®; or the hopeof change had allurd"over ts 5654. 
his Party. SN (01SOVH PO1OTEOA 203 oD T6150 ANN 

If the Monſieur*s deſigns, before the Dake of Montmoreacy de- 
clar'd-inr his Quarrel, -had amis'd the whole Court, 'thair aſto- 
niſhment was infinicely augmenced, after he had beraken himſelf 
ro Arms, who'having immediately thereupon publiſh'd ſeveral 
cauſes of 'his diſcoritent, many atthat timeallow'd them ro'be ve- 
ryjuſt,: though/no one could approve'thecotrſe he rook to mani- 
feſt his reſentment. The news ot his defeCtion ſurptiz'd the Duke 
of Eſpernon ax 4gen,it ſurpriz'd him indeed, who expeRed no- 
thing leſs chan to fee himſelf engag'd in'a party contrary to the 
deareſt friend hehadin the world, — friendſhip, as all The Duke 
his other friendſhips had ever done, mult here give place to his One: 
duty. Upon the firſt Orders therefore he receiv'd from the King, war's Len- 
after the Monfieur's entry into the Kingdom) he immediately de- £**** 

arted from Cadillac, ro adyance intothe' center of the Province, 
which was gen, tothe end that from that 'ptoſpeA, he might ob-- 
ſerve what parts of his Government ſtood moſt in need 'of his 
preſence. Jy 2 1 ART £1005, 2 

| There was no diſpute (the Duke of Montmorency having de- 
clar'd) but that he muſt of neceflity advance towards: Langnedoc, 
to ſecure Montauban, that being the neareſt City of importance to 
the reyolted Province : but the difhiculty was, how to doit ſo,chat 
Montauban might not rather ſecure him, who' had only his own 
Guards about his perſon, with ten Companies of the' Regimenc 
of Phal/bourg, that remain'd of twenty he had had in Guienne, 
the reft being a few days before ſent away to joyn with the Ma- 
reſchal de Schomberg. The Moareſchal arriving in Languedoc , had 
ſent to borrow thele Forces of che Duke of Epernon, perhaps out 
of a deſign, rather to weaken him (of whioſe reſolutions th 
were yet uncertain) than to ſtrengrhen himſelf; which though the 
Duke could at that time very ill have ſpar'd , who wasto goto 
expoſe himſelf in a place, where he had great reaſon to ſuſpeEt his 
own ſafety, yet would he not refuſe the Mareſchal upon his firſt 
demand ; by that freedom ſufficiently manifeſting with whar inte- 
grity and candour he proceeded in the Kings Intereſt. 

This proceeding, how: franck and generous ſocver , could not py 
| nevertheleſs ſo ſatisfic'the Court, that they were not yet in great hen:19n of 
anxiety, and ſuſpenſe, what his reſolution might be : the here- t* D veof 
ditary friendſhip, and ftri& alliance, berwixt che Houſe -of Mont- — 7a Do 
morency, and him, were ſufficiently known; neither were they 
ignorant that the tender, and paſſionate afteRion he had for _n 
| | perſon 


/ 


AY 


CE 


"an amtrnere 


494 


" The Hiftory of che Life of Par 11, 


| Anno 
1632» 
WYYIY 


perſon of this Duke, was equal 'to.that he-had/for his own Chil- 
dren; they;:knew. moreover that.two days, before the Dyke: had 
declar'd, the Marchioneſs of Montferrant of the Houle , of, Mont- 
morency,.. widow tg the: Baron .de- Montaut. the Duke's. Coufin 
German, and now; Wife' to one of the moſt intimate friends he 


had inthe Provinge; -had parted from the! Dutcheſs of. Montmo- 


rency, torerurn into, Guienne to her Husband who was then with 
the Duke of Eſpernon,:. ſo that this Lady, -a- woman capable of 
the greateſt Aﬀairs,;above whatis uſual in perſons of her Sex, 
chere were few who,did not conclude , ſhe! had been purpoſely 
ſent bythe Duke her Kinſman to labour an intelligence with the 
Duke his ally; chough in truth there was no {uch-ching. In fine, 
the good or ill fuccels.of Afﬀairs/depending withour all doubt ab- 
ſolutely,upon him, the Court had all te reafon in the world to be 
in-fame tear of what his determination would be . All che Gen- 
ery of hizGovernmeng were wavering, thoſe of the Refara'd Re- 
ligion who. had been conſtrain'd to accept of an incommodiqus 
Peace, .inall apparence, waited only expeRing a fir opportuniry 
ro begin a new War; thereby to- obtain more advantageous con» 
ditions, than thoſe that had been impos'd uponthem ; and the 
people:oppreſs'd morethan ordinary by new Faxes , dehir'd no- 
thing more than trguble, .and confuſion , which they. conceiv'd 
co bethe beſt, and only remedy for their preſent calamities, Theſe 
evil diſpoſitions were not only in Guienne , bur Angoumoisallo ; 
Xaintonge, Limoufin, and Poiftou, panted with the ſame..chirſt of 
Innovation : ſo that in all theſe Provinces (where the Duke had 
long govern'd) they yer retain'd for him fo great a love, :and re- 
ſpe, that what reſolution ſoever he had taken , would: withour 
contradiRtion have been follow'd by chem for the beſt, Neither 
had he needed to have.made any great ado, to, procure a great 
deal of miſchict ; ſince by only ſiting ſtill, and conniving never 
ſo lictle at! thoſe who were ready, for Commotion , he might have 
wrought matters into ſuch a confuſion, as would infallibly have 
put the Kingdom into very great diſorder ; . and. then, the 


 Mareſchal de Schomberg, ſhut up berwixt the Forces of Languedoc, 


and Guienne, would have been irrecoverably loſt. But this good 
Frenchman, what averſion ſoever he might have:to the Cardinal's 


- immtalurable greatneſs, what affeRtion ſpever for the Duke of 


Montmorency, or what advantage ſoever he might reaſonably pro- 
pole to bimſclf from the alceration of Afﬀairs..(the face whereof 
he mighs doubtleſs hayechang'd) he ſtill preferr'd: the Service of 
his Prince, and the good of his Countrey, -before any, particular 
Intercſt of his own, and remain'd unſhaken in his duty, notwith- 


ſtanding 


— 


Book X. the Duke of Eſpernon. = 495 


> IEIES OS— —r  REEED nrn>———EI> —In———> 


ſanding all the overtutes had been made, and the importunicies Amid 
had-been us'd co debauch him. | 1632, 
The Duke aRting with this ſincerity and candour thoughtit ve WO 
ry requiſireco confirm the King in the aſſurances he had former| 
VEN his Majeſty, of his fidelity, and truch;which he did by ſend- 
ing away the Count de .Maille.to that eftet : and proceeding from 
words to ations, after he was arriy'd at Montauban, his ficlt care 
was ſpeedily co diſpatch away two Gentlemen throughout the 
whole Province, to ſummon into him allthe perſons of qualicy, 
whom he had 'moſt reaſon to ſuſpect. There were very tew who 
did not promptly obey this Summons, which being deliver'dthem 
by men of Repute, they could not make any excuſe, that they had 
not receiv'd his Commands ;. and it was no hard marrter for the 
Duke when he had them ſo near his perſon, to keep them there, 
and ſo narrowly to watch them , that they were not conveniently 
to be pratis'd ; by which means, beſides this advantage , which 
was none of the moſt inconſiderable, he from this way of pro- 
ceeding , deriv'd another of exceeding great moment ,. which 
was inſenlibly, and as it were almoſt without deſign , to fortifie 
himſelf in a City, where he was very weak ,, and the diſpoſition 
whereof was as yet very uncertain. 
It is notto be believ'd how greatan effect theſe prudent precau- 

tions produc'd to the ſecurity of Aﬀairs, not how much ſeveral 

erſons were diſabus'd thereby, who otherwiſe might have ſuf- 
ter'd themſelves to have been deceiv'd by falſe impreſſions of the 
Duke, andſuch as were utterly contrary to his intention : but 
his fidelicy was ſo legible throughout the whole order of his con- 
du&, and he gave ſo little hopes to thoſe who were ſeditioully at- 
fe&ted, of being to be tempted to embrace any diſloyal motion, 
that in ſo great a diſpoſition to evil, and in ſo fayourable an oc- 
calion to.do it, there was not one man of quality of Gaienne, ex- 
cepting Saint (roix d' Ornano, who was one of the Monfieur's Do- 
meſtick Servants, that went our of the Province to joyn with 
him ; the Duke's good Example, and Exhortarions, ſo containing 
all the reſt within the bounds of cheir Duty, that the King had a 
very good iſſue of an Affair, his Majeſty himſelf thought would 
not ſocafily have determin'd. Ir was after all theſe important ſer- 
vices, that it was juſtly ſaid of the Duke of Eſpernon, that In doing 
nothing be had done all ; for in effe&t, withour ſtirring from the place, 
wichout arming any otherthan his own Guards, without having 
ſpilt one drop of blood, or ſpent ſix pence of the King's money, 
he procur'd his Majelty,without danger, or expenſe, a Victory chat 
ſercied the whole Kingdom in repoſe. = 

c ; 


1X. the Count de. Maille brought back ar his return ) {ignified to him 
eb 1 how highly he was ſatisfied with his condu& ; wherein, amongſt 


of Eſpernon yy 6 ; 1 "IE 3* . 
os is aging dinal, in his Letters bearing theſame dare with che King's , writ 
ledgment of (him in theſe expreſs cerms : ** I ſhall content my lelf- with gi- 


"al oxy « ving you this aſſurance, that noching can, poſhbly be added co 


« fon 3, and that I ſhall with great diligence” {eck all opportuni- 
© ties that-may contribute to the delire I have to Jet you ſee;thatno 
© oneis more really than my ſelf, Your, &#c. To theſe during the 
King's Expedition , he- receiv'd ſeveral other Diſpatches, of the 
ſame obliging Ryle, which I forbear co copy here, that I may noc 
importune my Reader, | 
But how great ſocver the Duke's Merits and Services were,and 
how large ſocver the promiſes, that had been made him , the me- 
mory of thoſe Services was notwithftanding ſo ſhort liv'd , that 
even before the ſtorm was well over , they ſought an occaſion to 
uarrel with him, thinking it, belike, better cheap to cavil at ſome 
litle paſſages, (which ought rather tobe imputed to his humour, 
than his intention) than to ſtand oblig'd to him for this Service. 

I ſhould neyer have done ſhould I undertake to relate all the 
particularities (though ,remarkable enough in themſelves ) or 
ſhould I ſomuch as inſiſt upon the more eminently confider- 
able paſſages that hapned upon this occaſion , which makes me 
omit many things, that perhaps. would not be altogether unplea- 

The =n"  ſant, tocome tothe main buſineſs of all , which is the defeat of 
of caftet- of the Duke of Montmorency, and his being raken priſoner, 
wins 4 be 'Tis well enough known after what manner this unfortunate 
Conntde Lord precipitoully, and almoſt alone , engag'd himſelf againſt a 
| ann vv whole Army ; a raſhneſs by which he became the principal in- 
the Duke of fECumMent 4 his'enemies ViRory-, inſomuch that had he com- 
Monmwen- bin'd withthem againſt himſelf, he could not. more blindly , and 
x by an wilfully have run upon his own deſtrution. He compell'd the 
from which AMareſchal de Scomberg to fight againſt his intention, and to over- 
difafterrie come him againſt his will ; be had nor, 'tis true, full fifty mea (lain 
Menſiew's in this Engagement, which will yer 6 kr a great number, con-' 
$a lug ſidering that he had not above an hundred, that charg d with him 
upon 
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upon this occafion. The Count de Moret, a yourig Prince of great Anno 


merit, and much greater.expectation;. was ſo unfortunate as to 


loſe his hfe without the Trenches.that ſeparated the .FAonſieur's 
Army from:that- of the Mareſchal ; .\lome other perſons of quali- 
ty ran allo the {ame Fortune : bur alchough this loſs-was ſmall in 
reſpe&tito:thenumber of men, the taking of che Duke of Mont- 
morency made it neverthelels ſo highly conſiderable, that every.one 
concluded the ruine of the whole party infallible. For the Man- 
fieur having upon hinv»tepos'd his whole confidence for the com- 
mand of the Army, the. Cities and Forces of Languedoc being 
wholly ry'd to his perſon, andintereſt, and. all things abſolutely 
dependingupon him , he was no ſooner taken, but that the Ci- 
. ties revblccd, and the Army.disbanded : fo thatin a few days the 
Monfieur ſaw - himſelf ſo totally deſerced, that, what 2ttempt ſo- 
ever hehadadelſirero maketo reſcue the Duke of . Montmorency 
out of the enemieshands , and yer to diſpute the Victory, he 
had ſo-fewlefr wherewith to execute his delire, and thoſe few ſo 


1632. 
WV Ng 


dejected-with the late misfortune, that he was reduc'd to. a neceſ- 


ſity of relying upon the faith of a Treaty for the preſervation of 
aSeryant, - who contrary to his order had loſt himlelf., 


The Duke of Eſpernon advertis'd of this accident, by a diſpacch 


from .the Mareſchal de Scamberg , dated the ſecond of September, 
which wasthe next day after the fight, was afflicted beyond ex- 
preſſion at the Duke of Montmorency;s misfortune, He gave him 
at the firſt for loſt, and being very well acquainted with the ſe- 
vere Maxims of that time, together with the implacable hatred 
| the great Miniſter had conceiv'd againſt hin, did forthwith con- 
clude,that this firſt Offenſe would allo be the laſt he was eyer like- 
ly co commir. 

Yet. not to-fail upon this event in any of his reſpe&ts, he wrote 
to the King to ſignificto his Majeſty the joy he conceiv'd for the 
proſperity of his Arms; he ſenc likewiſe the ſame Complement 
to the, Mareſchal de Scomberg, andto the Marquis de. Brezs, who 
had behay'd himſelf very gallantly upon chis occaſion : but he 
alſo manifeſted ro the Duke of Hontmorency, his great grict for 
his misfortune. It was by a Gentleman diſpatch'd on purpole to 
that end (and before the liberty of receiving his friends addreſles, 


was taken from him) chat;he ſent to aſſurethis Duke of whatever 74. p.ts 
without reſervation, he could expe& from the paſhon, he had of E/pernon 


ever had , and was oblig'd everto have for his Service. He di 


d ſends a 
Comple- 


not write to him, but he writ to the Mareſchal de Scomberg , to IN» mene ro che? 


treat he would permit him to pay his friend in ſo great an extrem1- 


- Duke of 


Mont moren- 


ty, what their mutual AﬀeRion exaRted from his duty : a requeſt © in Priſons 
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Anno inthe granting whereof, the Mareſchal was ſo exceeding civil , as 

1632. ro wi 4 the Duke's Gentleman (which was Nangas the Lieute> 

LY nant of his Guards ) to be forthwith conducted - to the Duke of 

Montmorency's Chamber. Naugas had there full liberty to: deliver 

all he bad in charge from che Duke his Maſter ; whereupon this 

unfortunate Lord, who had ever honour'd the Duke, as it he had 

been his Farther, rouch'd with the ſenſe of this ſeaſonable -mani- 

feſtation of a Friendſhip, which he knew:to be unfeigned, would 

needs upon the inſtant return an acknowledgment of the timely 

kindnels, by a word in writing under his own hand, thouph very 

much weakened with ten great wounds, and roul'd up with Lints 

and Plaiſters, Wherein he briefly cold him according to: his ordi- 

nary. way of writing, ** That he acknowledg'd himſelf infinitely: - 

** oblig'd for the favour he had done him : Thar he' would: not 

* Nov ©however in return offer him his * good Graces , which ,' at this 

pierwiler9 « time were none of the beſt (intimating thereby his wounded 

wichore * face) burthar,ifit ſhould pleaſc God to reſtore himto his health, 

potting toe © he would imploy that, with his life in his Service. To which he 

' added by word of mouth, ſeveral paſſionate expreſſions of the 

Aﬀe&tion he bore to the Duke; not then dreaming withoug 

doubt that he ſhould ſoſoon be depriv'd of all means whereby 

ro make it appear. All which; being broughe back by Nangas ; 

only ſerv'd to augmentthe Duke's Affliction, who was the more 

compaſſionate of. bis friends condition, by how much he himſelf 

was ignorant of his own - misfortune , and inſenfible of his 

danger. | | 

The newsof this defeat having met the King at Lyons , who 

with new Forces was following his other Armies, his Majeſty no 

& more doubted, but that all che Monſieur's Party would ſuddenly 

diſſolve, as in a few days it did ; fo that having nothing more to 

do, ſave only to ſettle what had been diſcompos'd by the late 

The Duke Commotion, he mov'd with ſo great deliberation tawards Tho- 

3: 8-20_ buze, thathe arriv'd not there till the 22, of the month following. 

| The Duke of Eſpernon in the mean time , ſecing there was now 

nothing that could oblige him to make any longer ſtay either ar 

Montauban, or upon the Frontier of Languedoc, went to the wa- 

ters of Encauſſe, a journey he rather undertook to divert himlelf, 

The Duke Whilſt he waited in expeRation of the King's coming , than for 
of Montme- any great buſineſs he had there in order to his health, 

brozehtco -. T he King being (as has been ſaid) arriy'd at Tholoyze the 22. 

Tholowzc, of Oftober, there was preſent order given for the bringing thither 

nod tis of the Duke of Montmorency , who accordingly arriving there, 


Tryal be- , ; 
bet was, 8s ſoon as brought, committed into the cuſtody of two 


Judges 


— 
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Judges of the Parliament : a prozeeding by which his Relations Anno 
and Friends, being given to underſtand.thar they aim'd dire&ly at 1 632. 
his life, there was not one of them who was not ready to ſerve vY- 
him, with the bazard of his own; but yet not .one of them 
duritbe {o bold, as to ſpeak for him to che King. His Majeſty 
ſeem'd to haye bolted the door againſt all manner of interceſſi- 

on, by denying his pardon tothe Monſieur, who had not (as it 

was ſaid} fign'd the Articles of the Treaty upon any other ac- 
compt, fave only to prelerve him. The Princels of (onde was 
moreover forbidden to enter into Tholouze , by that means bein 

rendred incapable of paying ſo beloved, and fo noble a Brother 

any other dury than that of her fruitleſs ſighs, and tears. In this 
general conſternation, whilſt che Cardinal de la Palette, was ufing 

his urmoſt intereſt, and endeavour with Cardinal Richelieu , the 

Duke of Eſpernen was no lels importunate with the King, he be- 

ing the only man that had the courage to ſpeak direRtly in the be- 

half of the Duke of MMontmorency, and to be the Orator of his 

other Friends, wherein if his ſucceſs was not ſuch, as he did 
heartily defire ; yet ought he not in this place to be deny'd the te- 
ttimony of his vertuous endeavour for the preſervation of ſo 
precious a life. 


He addreſs'd himſelf therefore boldly to the King , when be- dns 
ing kneel'd down , with greater ſubmiſſion co prefer his moſt #48 
humble Suit, the King was pleas dto raiſe him up , and to give forcte 
him leave to ſay : © That he did not throw himſelf at his Maje- 9250. 
« ſties feet'to juſtifie the Duke of Montmorencyin the leaſt, nor by rg. 

« excuſes to extenuate the greatneſs of his offenſe : That he did 
« acknowledge him to be guilty, his Crime being coo high, and 
© manifeſt to admit of any excule ; but thar if it were lels, ir 
« would beleſs worthy of his Majeſties mercy ; T hat that Ver- 
« ue truly Royal, never appear'd in ſo great luſtre, as when em- 
* ploy'd upon great Subjects, and after great Offenſes : ' That his 
« Majeſty would hardly meer with another occaſion , wherein « 
« would be ſo conſpicuouſly eminenc, agin this, all Europe ha- 
« ying at this time their eyes fix'd upon him, to oblerye what he 
« would pleaſe to determine of ſo illuftrious-a Head: That he 
« was the bolder to ſuc to his Majeſty for this pardon, by how 
« much having ia his own perſon, and upon almoſt the like oc- 
© caſion, receiv'd the ſame Grace from his Majcſties bounty , he 
© flarter'd himſelf to be ſo happy as that his Majeſty had never re- 
« ->ented himſelf of rhat favour : That he was not the only per- 
« fon amongſt his Servants, who ſtood oblig'd ro his Clemency 

© for the ſame benefit, but that onſteur , the Cardinal de Ki- 
hoes Sil 2 cheliew 
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| « (þeliey was equally concern'd : That they had both of them en- 


* gapg'd inthe Queen Mothers intereſt in a time when his Maje- 
* {ties Royal Name was oppos'd againſt them', though they had 


©therein no other intention, than to do him ſervice, and that if 


© in that juncture his Majeſty had left them to the ſeverity of Law 
& 1nd Juſtice, he had depriv'd himſclt of the grear ſervices of the 
« one, andthe gratitude of theother : That the youth of Flon- 
&« eur de Montmorency deſerv'd no leſs to be excus'd , than their 
« oo0d intentions : That his perſon being in his Majeſtics pow- 
* er, he would be ſecur'd from doing any thing to the prejudice 
& of his Service ; bur that his preſervation might ſerye cternally 
«to his glory : That he did humbly beſeech his Majeſty to conſt 
&« der, that the great name of Montmorency was now only ſuryj- 
«ing in his ſingle perſon : That the merit of his Anceſtors 
& Cwho by a long ſucceſſion extended their race almoſt to the firſt 


© foundation of the French Monarchy ) pleaded fo highly. for his 


The Duke 
of Eſpernon 
not being 
able to pre- 
vail with 
che Rirg 
in the be- 
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Duke of 
CM ntm- 
rency tegs 
leaveto re- 
tire, and 
obtains it. 


« Pardon, that one raſh A& ought not to forfeit ſo brave a Gen- 
© leman to the ſeverity of his Majefties Juſtice . Thar if he 
<« ſhould be ſo fortunate as to obtain aſecond life for his friend, he 
« would with all his heart become his Security, that for the future 
< jt ſhould never beemploy'd, but in his Majeſties Service , and 
* that his Blood ſhould ſerve for no ocher uſe, than to waſh away 
« the Stain, and foreverto obliterate the memory of his Offenſe. 
The King with great patience, and without once offering to in- 
terrupt him, gave the Duke free liberty to continue his diſcourſe to 
theend, ſeeming moreoverto hearken to him with ſome kind of 
hopeful attention : but that favourable audience was alſo the on- 
ly fruit of his addreſs ; for his Majeſty having from the beginning 
of the Duke's Speech fix'd his cyes upon the ground, never lifted 
them from thence ſo much as once to look upon the Duke who 
was ſpeaking to him, - neither when he had concluded did he an- 
ſwer him one word : by which filence che Duke perceiving the 
ruine of his friend to be abſolutely decreed, he ſpoke again , and 
faid, © Sir, fince Iam ſo unhappy as not to hope to obtain your Majeſties 
* Pardon for Monficur de Montmorency, 1 humbly beg leave that I 
* may retire: When though the King had been dumb ro the firſt, 
he found words to make anſwer to this laſt requeſt bytelling him, 
&« Yes, you bave free leave , neither do 1 intend my ſelf to flay-long in 
* this (ity. Whereupon the Duke afflitedto the laſt degree , that 
he had been able toobtain nothing more (though indeed he had 
notexpected much berter ſucceſs) preſently withdrew himſelf to 
go wait upon the Princeſs of Conde in the Suburbs of Tholouze 
(ro which place ſhe was retir'd there co condole wich her their 

com- 
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common misfortune. He found at his coming thither that Car- 
dinal Richelieu was but newly parted chence, whole viſit, by gis 
ving her no ſatisfa&tion, having put her into the laſt deſpair, the 
Duke's hapned to be exceeding ſealonable for the compoſing of 
her mind agitated with ſo violent a Paſhon. 

Though the Duke from thar very day prepar'd himſelf for his 
departure, yet had he time enough before he went, corally to re- 
ject a propoſition made to him on the Cardinal's behalf, preſently 
after the King's arrival at Tholouze. He had caus'd the Duke to be 
treated withal to quit the Government of Metz in his favour ; 
offering him in exchange the ſurviyancy of that of Guienne, for 
the Duke dela Palette his Sen, who was already ſciz'd of that of 
Metz, in reverſion. Bullion, newly created Sur-Intendant des Fi- 
nances, Was cholen by che Cardinal, as a perſon moſt acceptable 
to the Duke to make to-him this Overture: a propoſition at which 


the Duke, having ſerv'd the King ſo well as he had done in the 


laft occaſion, was not alittle ſurpriz'd; and the rather becauſe 
his Services having been of great knportance 'to the Cardinal's 
Fortune ( which was much more ſtrook atin the late Rebellion, 
than any thing that concern'd cither the King or the Kingdom) 
he had reaſon, beſides the fatisfaftion the King had been pleas'd 
to manifeſt of his performance, to expe&allo a very grateful re- 
turn from the Cardinal himſelf. It was the belief of many ar thar 
time, that the Cardinal's deſign was , to* accommodare himſelf 
with the Biſhoprick of Merz, together with five or fix great Ab- 
beys in that City of above an hundred-thouſand Livers a year 
Revenue, beſides the Biſhoprick which was worth twice as much, 
and to add thereunto the Government of the City, and Countrey, 


with thoſe of the Cities and Cittadels of I houl and Verdun ; to Cerdinal 


the end that by providing for himſelf fo certain, and ſecure a re- 
treat, he might in time be arm'd againſt all diſgrace, to which 
others have added an opinion , that he had a project to reunite all 
the Provinces that had formerly been members of the Kingdom 
of Auſtratiain his own perſon, to hold them in the qualicy of a 
Sovereign Prince, whereof Lorain, and Alſatia, which were in 
his Majeſties poſſeſſion , together with the three forenamed Bi- 
ſhopricks of Metz, Toul, and Verdun, made up the greateſt part; 
it had been a matter of no great difficulty for the Cardinal to have 
poſleſs'd himſelf of this Ettate, by any title he would have defir'd 
of the King : So that, if he ever had this thought; it is notto be 
wondred at, if he was [enſibly offended that the Duke refus'd to 
treat and to comply with him in-a thing, he had ſet his heart upon 
for the eſtabliſhment of his Forrune. T94G : 
| OW - 
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Howeverit was, it is concluded by all, that this Aﬀair made 


1632, the Cardinal take up a reſolution abſolutely to break with the 
WY Dukeof Epernon, whom he law to be too tiff ro ſtoop to his 


Authority, and look'd upon as the only.perſon of the Kingdom, 
who had either the power , or che ſpirit to mate his greatneſs. 
Wherein nevertheleſs though the Duke appear'd to be very averſe, 
yet did he not abſolutely reject the Cardinal's propoſal , but con- 
ceiving he did not offer enough, demanded morcover a Mare/- 
chal's Staff for the Duke de Candale his cldeſt Son. This was aDig- 
nity that could not indeed bedeny'd ro his meric , though it had 
never. been laid inthe balance againſt the Government of Metz : 
bur if the Duke had a kindneſs for this Son, the Cardinal had no 
leſs averſion,who (it was ſaid) having been wounded to the quick 
with ſome ſmart touches of the Duke de Candale's Wir (as pleaſant 
a one indeed as any of his time , but withal as tart, as pleaſant) 
he could by no means forget it, bur would rather chooſe to leave 
a fring of ſo great importance to theeſtabliſhment of his Fortune 
imperfect, than to be inftrumental to the advancement of a per- 
ſon by whom he conceiv'd himſelf ſo highly offended. Having 
therefore broke off with the Duke upon thele terms , it is to be 
preſum'd, he only for the future - waited an occaſion, or at leaſt a 
pretenſe wherewirhal to colour his revenge, Wherein though the 
Duke's haughty humour was likely enough to furniſh him with 
as good as he could deſire, ir appear'd nevertheleſs that fortune 
(who will ever hayea handin all humane Afﬀairs) ſeconding the 
Cardinal's pafſion, produc'd him one much ſooner, than he ex- 
pected. Ir was intruth., at this time, contrary to the Duke's in- 
tention, who, although he would not diſcover a weakneſs in con- 
deſcending below his own Digaity, had no defire notwithſtand- 
ing to provoke the Cardinal's Almighcy power, by infiſting upon 
any thing he might irreproachably do. | 
After that, by the death of the Duke of Montmorency, the King 
thought he had abſolutely appeas'd the ftorm in Languedoc , his 
Majeſty thought of nothing more , than by the neareſt way , and 
with a very ſlender train, of returning back to Pars. The Queen, 
who wasattended by the Council, and all the Court , two days 
after the King's departure, began her Journey towards Bordeaux, 
at greater conveniency to ſend away her equipage down the River 
Garonne, where being arriv'd, her Majeſty-was pleas'd to honour 
the Duke of Eſpernon ſo far, as to crols the River , co goee him 


The Queen in his Houle Cadillac. The Vertue, Generofity , and other excel- 


lencqualities this Queen was Miftrils of , had acquir'd the Duke 
abſolutely to her Service; who allo in return, receiv'd infinite te- 
itimonics 


— oy 
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ſtimonics of herlove and eſteem; ſo thatit is not tobe doubted, Auns 
but he . was overjoy'd ro have 1{o favourable an Opportunity 1632. 
wherein to manifett-, in ſome meaſure, his Graticude: for her WY 
Grace, and Favour.” ' Nothing therefore' was ſpar'd to that end, 
and the Duke, _—_— tew days preceded her Majeſtics coming, 
had made ſo plentiful provifion of all things,and ſhe was receiv'd 
at his Houſe after ſo ſplendid a manner, thatas on the one ſide ic 
was impoſſible for him fully co ſatisfic his Duty, and Aﬀetion ; 
ſo could he on the other very hardly have done more, than he did, 
or have added any thing to the Splendour,and Magnificence of this 
Entertainment. - | 

The Duke's ill Fortune would have it that Cardinal Richelieu 
came-this Journey with the Queen , who ſince he had fortified 
Brojiage to ſuch a degree, that-it is ar this day reputed one of the 
ſtrongeſt places in” France , had' neyer been there, and would 
now therefore for all the money he had laid out upon it (which 
was a vaſt Summae) give bimlelf che ſatisfaion  ; taking a view 
of his Work. The Duke was not ſorry for this Reſolucion ; but 
on the contrary, no publick unkindneſs having hitherto hapned 
betwixtthem, he inyited the Cardinal to his Houſe , hoping the The Cardi- 
good Entertainment he intended him there , might chaw the for- = ups 
mer Coldneſs : but ir fell our quite otherwiſe , and- two unto» where a, 
ward Accidents that hapned in this Journey making the diſcon- 73 new 
tents, which had ſo long been hatching in the Cardinal's Boſom, he Dy ke 
to diſcloſe themſelves, occaſion'd ſoon after the firſt Diſorder the E/p*r-m, 
Duke hadever receiv'd in his Fortune. Of cheſe Accidents the 
firſt was this. ; | 

The Queen being to paſs the River betwixt (adillac, and Bor- 
. deaux, tocometo the Houſe, the Duke had prepar'd Coaches rea- 
dy ta receive her Majeſty, art her landing ; giving arder withalto 
ſome of his Servants to reſerve one for the Cardinal, that he might 
have no cauſe to complain of any want of reſpe&t towards him : 
an Order nevertheleſs ſo ill oblerv'd, chat the Queen firſt landing, 
and the Coaches deſign'd for her Triin proving too few ta con- 


 tainthemall, they allo made bold with that, which was incen- 


ded for the Cardinal. At the Queens coming aſhore, che Duke, Tic C::4i- 
having paid her the reſpe& that was moſt juſtly due, by attend- "5 ft 
ing her Majeſty to her apartment, that firſt duty perform'd, 5 
went back in all haſte to receive the Cardinal upon the Ri- 

ver, himſelf taking a Coach along with him for that purpolc; 

bur for all his diligence he came too late, meeting the Cardinal 

already advanc'd a pretty way towards the Houle on Foet ; where 


though the Duke made him all imaginable Excules for the faul 
| ad 
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had been-committedcontrary to his Order ; they were not ne- 
verthele(s.of force ro tilpoſleſs him of the diſtaſte he had taken, 


LY that he had not been ſo well us'd as he ought to be: fo that though 


The Cerdi- 
nal's ſecond 
complaint. 


he recciv'd them with ſome ſhew of ſatisfation, his ations ne- 
vertheleſs ſufficiently manifeſted his diſcontent, he being not to be 
perſwaded to make uſe of the Coach the Duke had brought him ; 
and although already ſciz'd with.the beginning of adiftemper, of 
which a few days aſter at Bordeaux, he hadlike to have dy'd, he 
was neverthelcls obſtinare to finiſh the remaining part of his way 
on foot, theugh with great trouble and inconvenience, till he 

came tothe Lodgings that were made ready for him. \, 
This was the Feit crols accident the Duke met 'with' upon this 
occaſion, and in this every impartial Judge muſt of neceſſity -ac- 
uit him. . The ſecond hapned ſoon after.at Bordeaux , wherein, 
though it be true, that chere was'{@mething more of the Duke's 
haughty humour , yer was his intention nevercheleſs infinicely 
wide of the ſtnifter interpretations were put uponit. The Queen, 
having ſtaid two whole days at (adillac, caus'd her elf ro becon- 
vey'd thence back to Bordeaux, in order to the continuation of her 
Journey , where at the ſame time che Cardinal alſo arriv'd : 'bur 
his Diſcaſe was by this time ſo much increas'd, that finding him- 
ſelf chen in Crellve pain, within. a very few-days they began to 
deſpair of his life; and in truth without che affiftance of a Chi- 
rurgeon of Bordeaux, he had then infallibly dy'd of a ſuppreſſion 
of Vrine. Whilſt he lay in this extremity, the Queen reſolyv'd up- 
on leaving Bordeaux, to advance towards Paris, by taking Ro- 
chelle nevertheleſs in her way ; a place ſhe would by all means take 
this opportunity to lee, as an eternal Monument of the Kings 
ViRory. The Duke very well underſtanding what reſpe&t was 
dueto his Queen, and Miſtriſs, whilſt her Majeſty ftaid in the Ci- 
ty, had caus'd his Guards co lay alide their Liveries , and Mul- 
kets; diveſting himſelf moreover of all other Marks, and Fun- 
Rionsof a Governour in her preſence : but ſo ſoon as ſhe was 
gone, and that he had had the honourto attend her co her Boar, 
he did not conceive himlelf oblig'd to retain the ſame reſpe for 
the Cardinal. He therefore immediately after the Queens departure 
commanded his Guards again to put on their Caflocks, and to 
take their Arms, and very well attended, preſented himlelf at the 
Cardinals L odgings, who continued yer very ill, though ſome- 
thing better than before. - Upon this occahion, that was interpre- 
ted fora premeditated Violence, which was only intended for a 
Civility, and Reſpect; and tholc of the Cardinals Servants, who 
Gw him come tothe Houſe fo accompanied, ran to alarm their 
Maſter, 
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rook themſelves confuledly to-their. Arms, ' Inthe mean time the 
Duke enters the Houſe, where not knowing what to think. of 
the general Diſorder, and aſtoniſhment he obſery'd in cyery face 
he met, he went ontathe Cardinal's Chamber door, follow'd 
by very few (having forbidden his Guards to ſet ſo much as one 
foot uponthe ſtairs) where after having enquir'd of the Cardi- 
nals health, and having been anſwer'd, he was exceeding ill, and 
in ſuch. a condition that he intreated to beexcus'd , he could not 
ſee him, he return'd back in the ſame poſture he came; there be- 
ing neither more nor leſs. inthis Aﬀair. 

T his is indeed the naked truth of the Story, :. but ic,was not ſo 
repreſented to the Cardinal; thoſe who were about him on the 
contrary to inſinuate into his Favour, and to make him believe 
they had done him a notable picce of Service ,. aſſuring him that 
without their extraordinary care , and the good poſture they had 
put themlelyes into to oppoſe the Duke , he had infallibly been 


—— 


ter, by telling him that the Duke of Epernon was coming toat- Anxs 
tempt ſomething upon his perſon. Whereupon follow'd a Hu- 163 
bub throughout the whole Family; every one was agaſt, and, be- VV 


2. 


loſt. The Duke was afterwards inform'd; and had it from very The Cardi- 


good hands, that the Archbiſhop of Bordeaux was one of thoſe 
| who poſleſs'd the Cardinal with this belicf ; ſo that the Duke, 
and he not having been (as you may have obſery'd) very good 


friends before, an Office like this could got, but incenſe -him by che 
anew , and the more juſtly, by how much his Honour was Archbiihop 


ſhould —_— him for a man that would harbour violent De- 
figns againſt the perſon of a Cardinal, and a Prieſt ; which cer- 
rainly was the thing that moſt contributed to the great Diſputes, 


that hapned berwixt them the enſuing year ; of which you will 


have a {uddain accompr, and ſuch a one as will take up a great part 
of this laſt Volume. - | | 
The Duke who neither then , nor of ſome time after, knew 
any thing of the ill impreſſions the Cardinal had been poſleſs'd 
withal, continued to uſE him at the ſame rate he had begun, his 
Guards attended him where-ever he mov'd ; he never went abroad 


bur extraordinarily well accompanied, and many Gentlemen of 


the Country, who had comein to him upon the Queens arriyal, 
ſill continuing abgut his perſon : The day that che Cardinal de- 
parted for Brojiage , the Duke, thinking thereby to pay him a 
greater Civility, and reſpeR, follow 'd by his Guards, and Friends, 
conducted himto his Boat. By which new Complement he ſo 
reviv'd his former Apprehenſion , that ſome haye fince ſaid, the 
| ; Tet Cardinal 


| ; Nat we, F Borde- 
therein ſo highly concern'd. He was impatient to think they "cg 
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Cardinal had a mind to make the world believe , he had avoided 
a very eminent danger, by eſcaping out of the Duke of Eſpernon's 
hands. - The Duke could never perſwade himſelf thatthe'Cardi- 
nal could have any ſuch apprehenfion, he being 2 man of too 
greatjudgment norto ſee, thar had he had any delign wpon' his 
perſon,” nothing could have hindred him from the execution of 
that deſign, Hehad been, withour diſpute, the firongeſt in the 
Cardinal's Lodgings, when he to6k the firſt alarm , and dutiog 
the whole time of bis ſtay at Bordeaux, the favour of the people 
being nothing inclin'd te him, his Domeſticks alone had' nor 


| beenable to have made any refiſtance againſt thoſe of the Duke, 


The Cardi- 
nal arrives 
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Anno 
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eſpecially fortified, as he was, by ſuch anumber of his Friends of 
the Province. Ir istherefore evident, that the' Duke never had 
any intention to hurt him, foraſmuch as he did not doit: bur 
he had nevertheleſs an opinion, (and that opinion was grounded 
upon great probabilities) that the Cardinals ambitious ſpirit 
was offended'to the laſt degree, that he had not paid the ſame re- 
ſpe&to his Perſon, he liad done to that of the Queen; and thar, 
being he could not handſomly publiſh che true cauſe of his difſ- 
content, he hadpalliated it with this pretenſe, to have the more 
plauſible cotour of 'reveriging himſelf upon the Duke, as upon an 
enemy, who had plotted againſt his life. == 29; 
The' Cardinal wis no ſoonergot to Broxage, but that (whether 
ie wasthechange of Air, or the joy to ſee himſelf -in a place of 
ſafety that produc'dthis good effe) his health began viſibly ro 
improvez whenthe Duke of Epernon, ignorant as yet of the ill 
impreſſions he had been poſleſs'd withal , concerning his former 
Viſits, diſpatch'd a Gentleman ro him to enquire of his 
amendment, Ir was by the return of this Envoy, that he was ac- 
uainted with all the former ſtory, of which the Cardinal de la 
Yalettehis Son, who had never departed from Cardinal Richelies, 
during the whole time of his ſickneſs, gave him a full accompr. 
This (uſpicion ſo lightly grounded, and ſo much contraty to his 
intention, did much more offend, than any way incline the Duke 
ro offer any thing in-his own juſtification: And although he ve- 
well forelaw that a jealouſic of this nature , whether feign'd, 
or true, threatned him with ſome great, and ſudden miſchief; ir 
was nevertheleſs ſo far from rendring him more flexible, or more 
complacent, that he choſe ratherto expoſe himſelf ro the wort 
effe&ts of the Cardinal's unreſifted power , than to recede in the 
leaft from his ordinary way of living. 
This Journey of the Cardinal's to Berdeaux, and the moroſicy 
of his diſtemper there, was not fatal to the Duke alone; the'dif- 
grace 
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grace of the Garde des Sceaux, de ( haitgau-Neuf, being (as has Anno 
been ſaid) refolv'd upon at the ſame time , the.reaſons 'of which 163 
diſgrace-are to this.day a ſecret, . though the thing it ſelf was ſoon 
enough publickly known: - for the Cardinal had no ſooner ſeen 
the King,” bur thar Chaſteanu-Neuf had Orders ſent him to retire The aic. 
to Ruffee in. Angoumdis, who being upon his way in Obedience grace of 
rothat command, a ſecond Order overtook him , by which he +170 
was carried away Priſoner to'the Caſtle of - Angouleſme. The des Sceanx, | 
Duke of Eſperxon, who Rood highly oblig'd to this Gentleman's 
friendſhip, for ſeveral a&ts of Favour in his Aﬀairs, and who 
had moreover his Vertue, and Integrity in very great eſteem, was 
very much afflictedat his misfortune; yet did he cyen from the 
accident it ſelf derive ſuch a conſolation, as ſery'd very much to 
{weeten his diſcontent. And that was the choice the King had 
made of Preſident Seguer, on him to confer the Seal ; _ one that p,.gyem 
was the Duke's intimarte and very faithful Friend, and of whom Seg«icr 
from his firſt Employments , he had made fo advantageous a 7074 
judgment, that he conceiv'd there was no advancement how 
bigh ſocver in his Profeſſion ,, co which he might not juſtly pre- 
trend, if his Vertues once cameto be ſufficiently known, Bur if 
the Duke began the year, with ſo greac an occaſion of joy, For- 
tune, who never ſuffers che Aﬀairs of this world co continue long 
in the ſame poſture, did alſo not long defer to poyſon his content, 
by one of the rudeſt Afſaults he had mer withal in the whole 
courſe of his life; and ſince the Archbiſhop of Bordeaux was the 
Inftrument by which ſhe wrought this diſgrace,ic will not be im- 
pertinent to give a brict accompt of that which kindled their firſt 
Diviſions, and the enſuing cauſes, that occaſton'd this laſt DiC 
order. . | 

This Prelate, Brother to the Cardinal de Sourdis , had imme- 
diately upon the dcath of his elder Brother ſucceeded him in the 
Archbiſhoprick of Bordeaux, bur not in the good intelligence had 
becn berwixt the Duke of Eſpernen, and him ; notthat the Duke The dife- 
had not this mans merit, which was very great, in high conſide- —_—_ 
ration allo , he had Wir, Courage, Dexterity, and many other Dake of 
good qualicies, which had formerly acquir'd his eſteem : burthe «p15 
intimacy he had with Cardinal Richelieu, rendred his friendſhip Arcibithop 
ſo ſuſpeted to him, that he could not confide in a perſon , he an —_ 
ſaw engag'd in lo ſtrict a League with another he did not love. 
As for the Cardinal de Sourdis, who hid no ſuch connexion , che 
Duke had ever liv'd with him in fo perfe& an Incelligence, as has 
rarely been oblerv'd, berwixt two perſons of ſo eminent condiri- 
on, to have been maintain'd ſo inviolate, and ſincece: Yet was 
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itnor without the admiration of all char knew their Hutnours ; 
they were both in the one, and the other: haughty ,-and fierce, 
there was much of fire and ambition, in/ both their! natures ; 
and little would haye ſerv'd to have kindled'afewd berwixtthem : 
but perhaps knowing one another ro be ſo Subject to'Heat, they 
would nor interfere, foreſecing that whoever-ſhould begin, would 


doubtleſs in his adverſary meet with a vigorous Oppoſttion. This 


Cardinal had formerly had great Diſputes both with the Parlia- 
ment, andthe Governours of the Province, which Diſputes had 
begot him much trouble , ſo that his more'mature , and more 
temperate Age, having cool'd the violent Ardours of his more 
ungovern'd, and inconſiderate Youth, he began to reliſh the con- 
yeniency of Peace, chooſing rather to buſie himſelf about the 
well ordering of his Dioceſs (which he did equally with any Pre- 
late of the Church, about laying Foundations of Monafteries, 
Hoſpitals, and other AQtions of great Luſtre, and Example, than 
co ſpend his Spirirs, and conſume his time in fruitleſs and unpro- 


firable Quarrels. The Duke alſo on the other fide, who had his 


' ſhare of Contention with the Parliament , found himſelf ſuffici- 


ently perplex'd with them, without drawing new inconvenien- 
cies upon him, by forcing a man of the Cardinal's condition to 
his Adverſarics fide, ſo thart as to any thing elle, theſe two Lords 
obſcrvinga great Cotreſpondencyin their Complements , Vilirs, 
and all other PunGilio's of mutual reſpe& , this former conſide- 
ration ſery'd not a little ro the continuance of this good Intelli- 
gence betwixt them. In fine, whether ir were their Intereſts, or 
the ſole reſ; pect of their common Vertve , thar begot this friend- 
ſhip they had for one another, it could hardly have been greater : 
bur after che death of this Cardinal , his Brother having (as has 
been ſaid) been promoted to that See, the Duke did not pay him 
the ſame Honour, he had done his elder Brother, who on the 
other ſideimpatient of that diſtinfion, joyn'd himlelf with the 
Parliament, at this time high in conteſt with the Duke, and ſup-. 
porting the intereſts of that Aſſembly , with the Credit he had 
with the Cardinal (which was very great) procur'd ſome determi- 
nations in their favour, concerning the things ſo highly .contro- 


verted betwixt the Duke, and them. In acknowledgment of _ 


theſe Obligations, the Parliament augmented in his Perſon the 
Honours that had uſually been paid to his Predeceffors , and the 
Duke on the contrary cut off ſome of thoſe he had formerly paid 
evento him himſelf; an uſage which the Archbiſhop publickly re- 
ſenting, oblig'd the Duke (who never engag'd 1n a quarrel , buc 


ro puſh it home) to be more obſtinarely bent, not to give him the 
leait 
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leaſt ſatisfa&tion imany:of his complaints : So that he-Miill per- 
ſiſted; not only to uſe him, as hehad begun = | bur ro this abare- 
ment of Ceremony., added moreover ſome diſobliging effes. 
All chis had/precededthe Accommodation made at Cardinal” Ki- 
chelieu's being at Montauban ; bur this Reconciliation having ſa- 
tisfied:neither the intereſted perſons, nor him who had interpos'd 
to reconcile them, they rather remain'd in a diſpoſition to do one 
another a Spight upon the firſt occaſion that ſhould preſent ic ſelf, 
thanto live in the good Intelligence could have been wiſh'd for 
their common repole. Since that cime the Duke had been advyers- 
tis'd chat.it was principally the Archbiſhop of Bordeaux ,who had 
exaſperated the Cardinal againſt him,and who had rendred hisVi- 
fit at Bordeaux(when he went to ſee him,atrended by his Guards) 
ſuſpe&ted to him. A thing that had offended him to the laſt de- 
grec, and he had publickly complain'd of that onney (for 
his Paſſions were never conceal'd_) which was allo reported tothe 
Archbithop who was atthis time oblig'd to come into his Dio- 
cclsto make ſome Reſidence there. 

He departed therefore from Court, and took the way of Gui- 
enne. Some have believ'd thatit was by the expreſs Order of Car- 
dinal Richelieu, that he undertook this Journey , who having up- 
on the late diſtaſtes he had takenat the Duke, ſummon'd all his 
old animoſities to his remembrance , had ſent the Archbiſhop of 
Bordeaux, whom he knew the Duke did not love to brave him, 
his ſpirit being the better known to him, as he had made tryal of 
it, upon other occaſions, and found ic bold, and capable of the 
highelt reſolutions. Iſhall not however take upon me hereto in- 
cerpole my judgment in any of theſe TranſaRions ; I ſhall only 
report things true, and as they were, without diſguile, hatred, or 
envy, any of which it would certainly very much miſ-become me 
ro retain after the Duke's death, whoſe defire it was they might 
be buried with him , that being one of the moſt expreſs com- 
mands ke gave his Family at the laſt hour of his Life. 

The Archbiſhop being upon his way towards Bordeaux, tarn'd 


Anno 


1633s 
WON 


alittle out of the ordinary Road to gointo a Territory belonging 
to his Bilhoprick, call'd Monravel ; where being arriv'd, he was 


inform'd, that one of the Duke's Guards had been affiſting inthe 
execution of ſome Acts of Juſtice, wherein he was himſelt im- 
mediately concein'd, and which would otherwiſe perhaps have 
mer with ſome oppoſition. He would therefore take this occafion 
ro ſend a Gentlemanto the Duke, to return his thanks for ſo op- 
portune a kindnels : who having found the Duke at Bordeaux, 


rold him from the Archbiſhop his Maſter , © Thar he took the 
; aſſiſtance 


The Arch- 
biſhop of 
Bordeaux 
ſends ro 
complement 
the Duke of 
E/pernon. 
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*« affiftance one of his Guards had given ſome of his people to 
© the ſupport of his intereſts, and in the time of his abſence for a 
< fingular: favour ,, and obligation ; and that he had therefore: 
« commanded him to come kiſs his hands , and to return him his. 
© hearty thanks. - Some have drawn a conſequence from this way: 
of proceeding, that the Archbiſhop did not come with any de- 
ſign ro offend the Duke,it being unlikely, that had he had any ſuch 
intention, he would have ſcnt ro. him to have ſought his friend- 
ſhip, by the acknowledgment of an obligation recciv'd.. others 
(and perhaps too critically) have bdliev'd, that it was only arcifice 
ro makeche Duke appear more in faulr, and that the Archbiſhop, 
knowing the Duke's humour had made no difficulty in making. 
this diſlembled Application, to the end, that ic being rejected, as 
he expected it ſhould be , the Duke might be more univerſally 
condemn'd, even when being provok'd, he ſhould break out in- 
to juſt and neceſlary reſentments. 
Whatever the deſign of this Complement might be, it was very 
ill receiv'd, and ſo i]l, that if the Archbiſhop had therein. any 
clandeſtine end, toextract from it ſome new cauſe of offenſe , he 
could hardly better have ſucceeded. The Duke made an{wer to 
the Gentleman who came trom the Archbiſhop , © That thanks 
* were neither neceſſary, nordue toa perſon, who had no deſign 
*ro oblige: That if anything by his orders had been perform'd 
*to his Maſters advantage, it had been done upon no other ac- 
* count than the meer conſideration of Juſtice, without any re- 
* ſpect to his Friendſhip : and ſo diſmiſs'd him. The Duke ob- 
ſerving all his people ſurpriz'd at ſo flight, and fo crude an anſwer, 
to ſatisfie them in ſome meaſure, told chem , ** Thar they ought 
* notto wonder if he had made a rude retura tothe Archbiſhop's 
* Complement : That it was without doubt no other than a 
© feign'd Civility in Monſiear de Bordeaux, who he very well knew 
© did not love him, to ſeek an advantage againſt him : Thar he 
« would be glad undera colour of ſeeming Courteſie, to lay a 
* weaknels athis door, and to make the world believe, that he 
© had firſt ſought his Friendſhip : That had the Biſhop ſent to 
* him by the way of a ſimple How d'ee only , he ſhould have 
& receiv'd his Viſit with the reſpe&t due to a man of his conditi- 
* on, bur having added terms of thanks, which preſuppos'd a 
© favour receiv'd, he would not the world ſhould believe, that he 
* had made the firſt application to a man he did not take to be 
© his Friend. 
The Archbiſhop might very well judge by this firſt repuilſe, 
that he ſhould haye a very hard game to play with the Duke of 
| Eſpernon, 
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Eſpernon hy which' made him hover very near 4 month abour 
Bordeaux, | before he could reſolve to enter the City.” It is moſt 
certain, that in the mean time he ſent ro Courtto actuaintithe 
Cardinal with what had pals'd berwixt the Duke and ie and 
to receive Inſtructions from him, how he was to behave himſelf, 
if matters ſhould grow to a greater height 'betwixe them. To 
which the Cardinals anſwer was (as it was a few days after Pab- 
liſh'd) that heaflur'd him of a powerful ProteCtion, and ſuch a 
oneas he had promisd him before his departure ; whereupon the 
Archbiſhop made no difficulty to engage in the Afair, to ſfucha 
height, ' as even to be himſelf the Aggreſlor , as at the firſt daſh, 
by giving the Duke yery ſenſible, and very publick Aﬀeonts, he 
manifeſtly appeared to be. ' 
The EN was, when upon his arrival at the City , he did not 
find the Jurats (that is the Magiſtrates) upon the River , ready 
co receive him at his Landing ; which he pretended to be a Cere- 
mony dueto his Place, and Dignity , as having formerly been 
paid him : but the Jurats, who declar'd to have ſometimes done 
ic only upon Courtefie , and withour any intention to draw it 
into Example, would by no means conſent , that what had been 
perform'd meerly inthe nature of a Civility, ſhould become 2 
Right. This thercfore he would interpret for a hainous offenſe, 
not only from the Jurats, but alſo from the Duke , who he be- 
| liev'd (with ſome reaſon) to have been the cauſe, that Honour had 
been deny'd him. So that without longer diſſembliog: his Diſ- 
content, the Jurats having deputed two of their Corporation to 
Harangue him ſo ſoon as he ſhould be alighted at his own Palace, 
' he anſwer'd them in theſe very words. 
«* Gentlemen, I have reaſon at my arrivalto be ſatisfied with 
© the people of Bordeaux, who have behay'd themalelyes civilly 
« towards me; and [look upon it as a continuation of the good 
« affection, they have formerly had for the late Cardinal de Sour- 
« 1is my Brother : but I have reaſon to be diſſatisfied with che 
* Magiſtrates of your City, and cannot but believe, that if thoſe, 
« who putthe words you have deliver'd me into your mouths, 
* hadgiven you leave t@ pay me the reſpe& you ought co have 
&© done, you would have done it after the accuſtomed manner, 
* andinthe uſual place : but by having made your ſelves flaves 
* toyour Offices, and by having forfeited your Liberties in ſo 
* doing, you have committed this neglect. I muſt needs think 
© this procecding would have been againſtthe ſenſe of the People, 
* might they have been allow'd the freedom of their Voices, and 
© conſequently can take.nothing ill from them: and as to your 
| ' " particular, 
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The Duke of Ejpernon was too evidently glanc'd at in this Diſc 


courle, 'to be inſenhible of the Injury was done him , and conſe- 


uently ſought nothing more thanan occaſton wherein to: mani- 
kn his Refentment. It was nevertheleſs contrary to the advice of 
all:the Friends and Servants he had abeut him, that heitgok up 
that Reſolution ; there being none of them who did not. ver 
well foreſee, that haying to do with a man: of. the-Archbiſhops 
condition, and upheld as he was, by the moſt powerful Protecti- 
on of the Kingdom, he muſt of neceſſity pur his Afairs inte 
very great diſorder. TEES W156 
I would omit nothing of what paſs'd upon this occaſion, this 
being the firſt occurrence whereby the Duke's Fortune was really 
wounded ; - the others that had paſs'd before had only rippled up 
the skin, and hitherto he had bravely overcome all the difficulties 
had been oppos'd againſt him. Since therefore the Scene is now 
to be chang'd, and that a new proſpect of his Aﬀeairs will be Pres 


| ſented toyour view, it ſhould not methinks be impertinent to re- 


cat every Circumſtance, that contributed to this Alteration : bug 
on the other ſideI muſt, in being ſo particular, deſcend to ſach 
little things, as I fear will importune my Reader. I ſhall however 
do the belt I can to avoid that inconvenience, by touching act , 
every thing ; but with ſo much brevity , as ſhall be no durable 
penance, even tothole who are leaſt delighted with ſuch recitals. 
The Duke, ncttled to the quick with the Archbiſhops Speech 
tothe Jurats, began rather by trifling Peccadillo's, than by down- 
right Injury to manifeſt his reſeatment : for it muſt needs be con- 
fels'd, that never man was more ingenious than he, to offend 
ſuch as he did not love, ſothat he ſetall Engines on work, lictle 
Aﬀeonts, as well as high Abulcs, and ſpar'd nothing that might 
any way. contribute to his Revenge. Having therctore found the 
Archbiſhop ſo {cnſible of this firſt Aſlaulr, he perſiſted co wound 
him deeper by new and more legible Offenſes. He hadin proprie- 
ty, as Lord of the Mannor of Puipaxlin, the Royalty of the (lie 
of Bordeaux (which is the Fiſh-Market there) ſo as that he mighe 


| Jawfvlly forbid the entrance thereinto toany, he had no mind to 


admit: Hetherefore commanded the Archbiſhops Officers one 
Fiſh-day to be excluded, to the end they might be neceſinared to 
take their Fiſh without the Bar , with the reſt of the people. 
Theſe men refuſed to receive ir after that manner , and otherwiſe 
they could not have it; neither was the Duke content with doing 
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this alone'; but, knowing ic would be brought in from other pla- 
ces, caus'd his Guards moreover to watch all the avenues to hin- 
der ic, by whom ſome were turn'd back, who would have done 
the Archbiſhop that Service, and in the end ſome of his own 
Domeſticks very roughtly handled. 

Upon this occaſion ir was, that the clandeſtine Animoſities, 
they had hitherto in ſome meaſure ſmother'd in their Boſoms, 


flam'd out to an open Feud berwixt them; and from this begin- | 


ning all the Diſorders we ſhall hereafter ſeecnſue, took their riſe 
and being. The Archbiſhop by Publick Declarations complain'd 
of the Violence had been offcr'd to him by a ſort of men ſet on 


purpolelyrodoit, prin them by the name-of the Ruſſer - 


Caſlocks, which was the Duke's Livery ; demanding of the Ma- 
giſtrate proteion, and af{iſtance to oppole them, and proteſting 
to Retire with his Clergy, it they would not provide for his Safety. 
Whilſt the Archbiſhop was thus buſie to vindicate himſelf by 
Forms of Law, the Duke, concciving it very unbecoming the Au- 
chority he had in theProvince,to proceed by the ſame ways,would 
try to do his bulineſs by other means: He therefore commanded 
the Licutenanc of his Guards, the next day after the Archbiſhop 
had exhibited chis injurious Bill, againſt his Guards,to go with all 
his Souldiers to pgeſent himſelf before him, and to ask of him, 
If amongſt all thbſe he knew any one man who was likely to 
commit an unhandſome ation ? The Lieutenant did as he was 
commanded, and waited near tothe Archbiſhops Palace his re- 
turn from the City ; when ſ(ceing him come in his Coach , he 

reſented himſelf ro ſpeak#to him: It was about Dinner cime, 
when the Archbiſhop ſecing ſo many Souldiers attending the 
Lieutenant, and not imagining they could come after that man- 
ner for any civil end, he commanded his Coach-man to drive on. 
The Lieutenant was ſtill earneſt with him, and (with his Hat 
nevertheleſs in his hand) beſeeches the Archbiſhop he would be 


pleas'd to hear him ; aſſuring him withal he had nothing to lay, 


that could any way offend him : butall was in vain, the Coach- 


man was ſtill call'd to to drive on ; when the Lieutenant fearing 
to loſe the opportunity of executing what he had in charge (and 


having on the other ſide not much ſtudied the ® Canon , where- * 5;,u;; 
in ſo many perſons by this Conteſt have ſince been made perfe) _ 
call'd in the end to one of his Companions to lay held of the © — 


Reins, and to ſtop the Horſes: which being accordingly done, 
| the Archbiſhop came immediately out of his Coach , crying out 
there was violence offer'd to his perſon , and ſo reatir'd himſelt in- 
to his Houle. 
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Anno The Duke, inform'd by the Lieutenant of his Guards how all 
1633. things had pals'd, perceiv'd by the manner of it, that the Arch- 
biſhop had been pur into a terrible fright, which was the only 
thing he had intended , and ſo turn'd the whole buſineſs into 
Mirth, and Laughter. But the Archbiſhop did notſo, but ha-. 
ving on the contrary the afternoon of that very ſame day, being 
the 29*- of Ottober, ſummon'd in all the Orders, and Socictics of 
Eccleſiaſticks in the City, hethere expos'd before them the open 
Violence he pretended had been offer'd to him, rendring the a&i- 
on as foul as he could pofſibly make it , and omitting nothing he 
thought would conduceto the intereſſing the whole Body of the 
Clergy in his Quarrcl. Wherein he ſucceeded fo well, that at 
the very inſtant moſt of the Afliſtants, fir'd by his Eloquence, 

concluded upon an Excommunicatisn; fome notwithſtandin 
there were, more moderate than the reſt , who a littleallaying 
the fury of this firſt Sentence, perſwaded them in the end to re- 
ſolve upon a Deputation to the Duke, to complain co him of the 
ill uſage their Prelate had receiv'd fince his arrival , and therein 
chiefly of the infolerice committed by the Lieutenant of his 

Guards, and to demand his Juſtice. | 

\ This Complaint was preferr'dto the Duke the 30t- of Ofober; 
at which he was a little ſurpriz'd; and now þetter conſidering 
what this Aﬀair,by the intereſt all the Eccleſiafticks would rake in 
it, might produce ; would, it was conceiv'd , have been glad that 
things might have continued inthe ſame poſture they then were, 
without running on into greater extremes; neither would he up- 
on the ſuddain return any preciſe An{MWer. He thereforc told the 
Canon, who had been depured to him in the behalf of the whole 
Clergy: *© Thatthe Speech he had made to him conſiſted of ſeve- 
© ral Heads of great importance : That he wasold , and his me- 
© mory ſo ill, that it would be hard for him to remember all he 
* had ſaid : That hetherefore defir d he might have it in writing, 
& and thatthen he would conſider of it, and return his Anſwerin 
* writing alſo. The Duke thought that _—_ this reſpit he 
WAR deſir'd , the Archbiſhop would ſuſpend the Publication of his 
Proſncs ae Cenlures, and thatin the mean time, what had paſs'd might by 
the Publi- the mediation of Friends, in ſome amicable Treaty be huſh'd,and 
C4 taken up : but hedid not in his Adverſary meet with a fpirit fo 
ard Faits cf flexible to an Accommodation, who on the contrary was ſo ob. 
Ree 7c» ſtinarely deaf to all overtures of Agreement, that upon All-Saints 
Matr:mony, day he thundred out his Excommunication againſt the: Lieute- 
e3-#0maig nant of the Guards, and all thoſe who accompanied him, ar the 
&c.  * Proſnegof all the Pariſh Churches of the Ciry. Neither did he 
cherein 
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therein ſpare-theperſon-of the Duke himſelf ,'of whom in his Ano , 
Act he {poke/in theſe:terms : And although the Authors of this 1633: 
* atremptbecompriz'd iinche lame cenſures ; nevertheleſs , con- {Yo 
£ fideringdkow many-perſons are oblig'd co trequent them for.the v».hop pro- 
< Service: of the King, and the good of: the Province, we would ., 
<not ;" neither will we make the ſame Declaration , and Denun- Excomm:- 
© tiation againſtthem :. -but repohng-} our cruſt -in the mercy of "cation 
** Almighty God , :who ſtrikes che moſt obdurate hearts , and -, our tpoek 
© thencedraws tears of ſaving Repentance , we have appointed, of the Duke 
* and ordained, and-do hereby appoint, and ordain , Prayers of nn 
* forty hours upon Sunday the 6 of November in the Church cacicly 
* of St. Michael of this City, to implore the aſliſtance of the' Di- {$i 
* yine Goodneſs for the Converſion of Sinners, exc. Given at elf. 
Bordeaux this Monday the laſt of Ofober 1633. Here you have 
the firſt Aftion that pals'd betwixt theſe two great perſons,which 
could nor poſlibly have been puſh'd on by cither ſide with greater 
hear, or violence , there being not aday, nay hardly a minute loſt 
berwixtthem ; but all things hurried on with that vehemency, 
and precipitation , that whoever had obſery'd the impetuolity 
wherewith theſe two Enemies ran againſt one another , might 
very well have foreſeen, that the ſhock at their meeting , mult of 
neceſſity bear one of them to the ground, 

This buſineſs made a mighty noiſe at Court;whither the Arch- 
biſhop had writ in great diligence, and where the Cardinal in- 
tereſted himſelf in his cauſe, as ithad been his own Aﬀair': bur, 
althongh he was from that time forward reſoly'd to puſh things 
to.the laſt extreme, .and from this Quarrelto derive an occaſion 
wherein to revenge himſelf of the Duke, for all his former dif- 
contents ; he had nevertheleſs the Duke, and the Cardinal de la 
Palette, the Duke of Eſpzrnon's Sons in (ſo high conſideration, 
that he ſurrendred all his Animolity to the reſpe&t he had to them. 
He would thereforetake a moderate courle to compole this Dife Crfinil 
order by an Accommodation ; the agitation whereof was com- x 6a 
mitted to YVillemontte , one of the Council of State , and Inten- n Accom- 
dant de la Juſtice in Poiftou, Xaintonge, and Anzoumets , a man of _—_ 
_ great eſteem with the Cardinal, and the whole Council. This them, 
Gentleman therefore departed with this Commiſſion , to transfer 
himſelf in all haſte co Bordeaux, bur notwithltanding all che di- 
ligence he could uſe , the Animofity berwixt cheie ewo haughty 
Spirits was ſo great, as had, before he could arrive there, ſhutfled Btin vain, 
matters into ſo ſtrange a confuſion, tharic was utterly impoſſible 
to find out any way to compole them. 


The Duke of Eſpernon exalperated to the laſt degree , that the 
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Anno little reſpit he had ſo modeſtly delir'd, ſhould be dey-d him, and: 
1633. to findtharthe Archbiſhop would not alittle bend :by:fhiis exam-. 
WY ple; from that time forward excluded all thoughes of Re-' 


conciliation, and for the future only medicared how:wo ſerie his 
Conſcience in repoſe, by payingthe reſpect, and ſubmiſſion that 
was dueto the Church. To this end therefore he:call'd an Aſſem- 
bly of ſeveral Learned Divines in his own Houſez:;co conſulc 
about the Excommunication had beech pronouncd againſt the 
Lieutenant of his Guards ,' and implicitely-againſt-himſelf. In 
this Debate there were very few who did not conclude: it altoge- 
cher groundleſs ; of particular Opinions therefore thry drew up a 
Publick AR, which being ſubſcribed by allthe Do@ors, tothe 
number of more than thirty, was publiſh'd throughout the City, 
to the end, they ſaid, that all Scandal and Scruple might be taken 
away, which the Archbiſhops Excommunication might have 
rais'd, and begot in the minds of the people. 

Bur that which was deſign'd for ſo good an end, produc'd, as 
we ſhall (ce, a very different effet. Amongſt che Doors , the 
Duke had Aſſembled , there were ſeveral Religious, and other 
Eccleſiaſticks, who were under the Archbiſhops JuriſdiQion : 
this Prelatc therefore being ſtrangely incens'd , to be abandoned 
by his own Party, in a Cauſe wherein the Church was ſo highly 
concern'd, and impatient to have the Lye given him , by choſe 
very men, by whole advice (ot the greateſt part of them atleaſt) 
he had Publilh'd his Cenſures , would once more callthem roge- 
ther; his deſign therein being either to make them retract from 
what they had ſubſcribed co in the Duke's favour , or to puniſh 
them for having ſubmitted themſelves to a Secular Power. He 
therefore cited them to appear before him , by the publication of 
an Ordinance, bearing date the 1 oh: day of November 1633. 

The DoRors, ſurpriz'd at this citation, were very much afraid 
of their Metropolitan's Indignation , and ſome ſevere Chaſtii- 
ment, that would be inflicted on them. This apprehenſion made 
them fly tothe Duke's Protection, who, to ſecure them, the ſame 
day iſſued out another Ordinance, wherein he prohibited all ſorts 
ob perſons, of what quality, condition, or profeſhon foever, to 
meet in an extraordinary Aſſembly, either in the Archbiſhops Pa- 
lace, orelſewhere, without this eſpecial Licence, excepting ne- 
vertheleſs the Religious , and Ecclehiaſticks immediately belong- 
ingtothe Archbiſhop's Congregation, and whole Councils he 
cuſtomarily made uſe of, for the better ordering the Diſcipline of 
his Dioceſs. The Doctors, not yer believing themſelves ſufficient- 
ly ſecur'd by this Edi& , entreated the Duke that he would more- 
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over place the Archers of the Watch of the City upon all the 
Avenues, and Gates of the Archbiſhops Palace, to hinder ſuch as 
would pretend to obey the Biſhops Summons. A requeſt the 
Duke as readily granted, conceiving himlelt fo far oblig'd in ho- 
nourto-prote them , chat whatſoever could be repreſented to 
him, to hinder that determinarion , the conſequences whereof, 
were in all probability like to be excecdingly untoward, it was 
 notwithſtandingimpoſlible co aivert him. 

The Archbiſhop had no ſooner notice , that the Captain of 
the Watch, with his Archers, had planted himſelt at his Gates ; 
but that immediately putting on his Pontifical Robes, and cauſin 
bimſclf'to be follow'd by ſome Ecclefiafticks, together wit 
what people he had about him, he went on foot aut ofthe Houſe, 
crying our in the Streets as he paſs'd along, To me my people, there is 


no more Liberty for the Church. In this poſture he weneto ſeveral © 


Religious Houles of the City, gathering after him a great num- 


ber of people (who ran fromall parts to the Noveley) as he went. - 


along, and in the end return'd back towards his own Palace, 
without effefting any thing more, or being able to raiſe any 
Commotion in the City. | 

Whilſt all thele things were in doing, the Duke was at the Cas 
puchins, in one of the remoteſt parts of the City, where 
having news brought him by ewo Preſidents of the Parliament 
of what had pals'd, and of the danger there was, leſhrhe Arch- 
biſhop ſhould ſtir up any Mutiny to the prejudice ofthe common 
Safety, he was at laſt by chem increated to interpoſe his Autho- 
rity, and Wiſdom, for the conleryation of the Publick Peace, In 
the heat therefore this ſudden intelligence had put him into, the 
Duke ſpeedily mounted his Coach, commanding they ſhould 
drive that way he heard the Archbiſhop was gone. He had in 
company with him the Count de Maile, and the Commendator 
de la Juftice, both of them men of very eminent Vertue , and in 


whom he had a particular confidence: bur in this ſudden paſſhon 


their Counſels could by no means prevail. The Duke made his 
Coach-man till drive on, and through all, till he came near the 
Archbiſhops Palace, whither he heard he was upon his recurn, 
and where he oyerrook him. The Biſhop thus overtaken, ſtill 
continued on his pace, when the Duke having ftaid him by the 
Arm, and demanded of him by what Authoricy he ſirr'd up 
this Commotion in his Government, he was by the Archbiſhop 
interrupted, who cry'd our aloud, Strike Tyrant, thy blows will be to 
me Flowers, and Roſes, thou art Excommunicated. In the heat of this 
buſtle, che Duke catching him by the hand, lifted it up cwice, or 

| thrice, 


—  —  — — OY 


F18 | T be Hiftory of the Life of Part IT: 


Anno 


1633. 
TW No 


thrice, and ſer it againlt his Breaſt : bur in the end ; the Archbi- 
ſhop till provoking bim with injurious Language, and with his 
Har on, 'the Duke with a Cane he: had in his hand , couch'd: the 
Brim of his Hat, \and thruſt ic off his head to the ground, telling 
him atthe ſame time, he-did not know the reſpe& he ought him ; 
bur if the Reverence to his Profeſſion did not reſtrain him.,; he 
would make him know it. Something worle mightperhaps have 
paſs'd, had not the (ount de Maille, and the Commendator de la Fu- 


_- Hice interpos'd, who ſtepping in betwixt them, putan end'to this 


untoward buſtle, very much unbecoming both the one, and the 
other. | 
After this aQtion had thus paſs'd, the Duke return'd to his own 
Houſe, and although he very well knew no good iſſue could ar- 
tend it, manifeſted notwithſtanding. no ſhew of apprehenſion, 


' orrepentance, diſcourſing of it with his Friends (who were-more 
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in ſuſpenſe than hehimlſelf appear'd to be, of what would be the 
event)as of a thing of an.indifferent nature; -and a juſt reſent» 
ment of an Aﬀair .wherein his Honour was: concern'd. The 
Archbiſhop was no ſooner dilingag'd from the Duke, but chat 
he forthwith repair'd to his Church , where he pronounc'd his 
Sentence.of Excommunication,, both againſt him, and all thoſe 
who had been in company with him, prohibiting Divine Service 
in allthe-Churches of the City, and alſo in that of Cadillac , by a 
publick A&, I ſhall forbear to Copy in this place, that I may nor 

importune my Reader. | 1/542) | 
This farſt Spiritual-Thunder-bolt having been darted by the 
Archbiſhop, he had morcover recourlc to the Temporal Authori- 
ty, very well foreſceing, thatif that did not juſtifie the Blow he 
had already levell'd atthe Duke, it would be no very hard matrec 
for him to cvade it, and to fruſtrate any mortal effect by very per- 
tinent, and powerful Reaſons. He ſent away a diſpatch there- 
fore to Court, wherein he gave Cardinal Richelieu an account of 
the Violence had been offer'd ro him at which the Cardinal was 
ſo highly incens'd, that nothingnow had power to appeaſc him. 
He therefore talk'd no more of attempting an Accommodation, 
Pillemontee's Commiſion (who had been ſent away upon their 
firft difference to that purpoſe) was at an end, cven before he 
could arrive at the place; ſo that nothing now was thought ef, 
ſave how by the Kings Authority toenquire into the Riots con- 
tain'd inthe Archbiſhops Complaint : and his Majeſty as Prote- 
Ror, and eldeſt Son of the Church, was counſell'd by the Car- 
dinal (particularly concern'd in the Affair, by the intereſt of his 
profeflion, which he would render inviolable_) ro make a fignal 
| | example 
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example of his Piety,and Juſtice, in the Perſon of the Duke of Anno 
Ejpernin. p 1633. 
[ris believ'd, that if the Duke had taken the ſame courſe, the WV 
Archbiſhop did, and had ſent ro Court in time to give his 
Reaſons for what he had done, he had infinitely diſcredited his 
Adverſaries Cauſe ; bur ic was tor ſome days impoſlibleto prevail 
with him to do it. He ſtill carried on the buſineſs with the ſame 
indifferency, f{aying to ſuch as urg'd him to that 'courle (with a 
generoſity lomething out of ſeaſon at this time) © That he was 
© not to give an account of his Actions to any, but the Kin 
* himſelt, which he was ready tro do when-ever his Majeſty 
* ſhould pleaſe ro call himro it : That he very willingly gave the 
&© ſtart to ſuch, as were diffident either of themſelves, or their 
* Cauſe; and that he had done nothing, but what he ought to 
* do, for the maintenance of the King's Authority entruſted with 
© him. So that carrying himlſelf ar the ſame careleſs rate, it is 
not to be imagined how much he fortified his Enemies fide by 
his own negligence } nor how many advantages he gave him, 
which he-would otherwiſe perhaps never have obtain'd, had nor 
he himſelf contribnred to them. F: 
In the end notwithſtanding for faſhions ſake, he diſpatch'd 
away one of the Souldiers of his Guards to Coutt, bur it was not 
of four days after the buſtle ; and then he did it after ſuch a man- 
ner, as made it appear it was rather out of complacency to his 
Friends, who were importunate with him to that effect, than 
out of any reſpect to his own Intereſts. His Sons, who before 
this Courriers artival knew not what to oppole to the Archbi- _ 
ſhops Complaints, had now ſomthing to ſay intheir Fathers be- the Archbi« 
halt : but it was impoſlible for them co alter the Reſolutions al- tp 
ready taken, or to ſuſpend the blow the King (who had his hand 
already up) was ready to diſcharge upon him. | 
.. Whilſt Aﬀairs were debated with this heat at Cotirt, chey were 
carried-on with no leſs violence at Bordeaux. The Parliament An! the 
there had taken cognizance of the Quarrel, and though the Duke ,*/,a"e"* 
had ſeveral very good Friends in that Aſlembly , yetthe number alſo, wiv 
of thoſe who were not ſo prevailing, and the news that came {3 "P47 
. every day from Court, rothe Duke's diſadvantage, having given ainit bm. 
mens minds very ill imprefſions of the ſucceſs of his Aﬀeairs ; the 
Company could not be diftwaded from ſending a Deputation to 
the Archbiſhop, to let him know how highly they intereſted 
theraſelvesin his Offenſe, and to make him a tender of all the 
good Offices, they were capable ro do him upon this occaſion. 
Afr which, from Offers, going on to Effects, they began to fall 
to 
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to fall ro work, about drawing up 2n Infgrmation againſt the 
Duke, and notwithſtanding he made ſeveral Proteſtations to. ap- . 
peal from the Parliament, as a Court prohibited in all his Cauſes, 
nothing could ſtop the Torrent of their proceeding ; but they 
would perfe& what they bad begun, as they did, and fo exa&tly 
for the Court Palat , that they would hear talk 'of no other [n- 
formation. | 
Villemontee, who had heard nothing before his departure of this 
laſt buſineſs, was gone, according to his Orders to Accommodate 
the firſt, and was by thistime arriv'd at Bordeaux. The Duke of 
Eſpernon knew him not , on the contrary he had been rendred fuſ- 
pected to him, by having been repreſented for a great Creature of 
the Cardinals, and that was conſequently like to be very partial 
to the Archbiſhops fide ; but the Duke, having at their farſt Con- 
ference , found him much more {way'd 'by his Duty , than all 
other Reſpe&ts, he made no difficulty to repoſe his entire Confi- 
dence in this man's Vertue, and to give him a full account of the 


whole aRion, to the end that he might draw up his anſwer in due 


Formof Law, The Duke was ſo generous, as hereig tocauſe 
every thing that had palſs'd to be laid open at length, and without 
diſguiſe ; to which he would moreover add his Seal toconfirm 
it; aod although it was often repreſented to him , by very un- 
derſtanding men, that ſo ingenious a Confeſſion was not neceſſa- 
ry, in an occaſion wherein he ſaw his Adverſaries proſecute wich 
ſo much heat, and that in this caſe, his ſingle Confeſſion would 
more prejudice his Cauſe, than the Depoſicions of all the Witneſ- 
ſes could be produc'd againſt him ; yet thoſe Remonſtrances 
were not of force to difſlwade him, he ſmartly replying : That 
he had not done an action to dilavow it, and that whatever the 
iſſue might be, ir would be much more ſupportable to him, than 
the ſhame of being reduc'd co the neceſſity of diſowning any Act 
of his life. It was in truth upon this fingle confeſſion of the Duke's, 
after the Parliaments Information had been ſufficicatly canyas'd, 
that the Cardinal pronounc'd the Excommunication to be yalid, 
and right ; and that the King was oblig'd both in Equity, and 
Honour, to repair the Injury committed by one of his Officers of 


' thatcondicion, againſt the Perſon , and Dignity of a Prelate, 


and the whole Church. | | 
The firſt reparation was a command the Duke received 


in a Diſpatch from the King, to depart out of his Government, 
and to retire to his Houſe of Plaſſac, which was in thele 
words. 


Couſin, 
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Couſin, | 
* Having ſecn a Declaration of ſeveral, Riots, whereof the 
* Archbiſhop, and the Clergy of Bordeaux highly complain to 


* Gentlemen in ordinary, to tell you, We deſire that immediate- 
* ly upon fight hereof you retire to your Houle of Plaſſac , and 
© there remain till our further Pleaſure, We do alſo ſend to the 
** Archbiſhop, to ſignificto him , that it is our deſire hecometo 
© us, to the-end we may be fully inform'd of the truth of what 


Anno 
1633. 
WIN 
cc b h . h fi 'r , The D ike 
Us ; We have thereupon chought fit ro ſend-you this Letter, receives 
* which will bedelivered you by the Sieur de Farennes, one of our mpg 
rom tne 
King to de- 
parc our of 
his Governs' 


ment, 


© has pals'd ; purpoſing in the mean time to ſend one of our 


© Council, to our laid City of Bordeaux, to enquire into, and 
© to bring Us thence a-perte&t Accompt of the bufineſs. The reſt 
« wereferto the ſaid. Sieur de Yarennes to communicate to you, 
* whom youarein all things to believe; praying God, Coulin, 
&c. At St, Germain en Laye this 18%» of November 1633. Sign'd 
Lovis, And below 

, Philipeaux. 


The Duke of Eſpernon's Friends. at Court, being inform'd of 
the ſevere contents of this Diſpatch , were not a little in doubcr 
aſter what manner he would receive ic. They fear'd his great 
Spirit, full of thoſe generous Maxims , which had for ſamany 
years, and in ſo many froward occurrences ſupported his Repuras 
tion, and Fortune, would with great difficulty ſubmit to Laws, 
ſo different from what they had been in former times. Amongſt 
theſe the Cardinal de la Palette (a man as well read in the Court, 
as any whatever of his time) upon this occaſion laid aſide the 
complacency of a Son, to aſſume the auſterity of a faithful Advi- 
ſer, and writ to him to this effe&, ** That he did beſeech him to 
< look upon this Aﬀair, as one of the greateſt Difficulty and Im- 
&« portance he had met withal in the whole courſe of his life : 
© That to avoid any inconveniences might befal him , he muſt 
«© ;mmediately ſubmit to the King's Pleaſure, and Command,and 
© refer the buſineſs wholly, and without reſervation to the Car- 
« dinal, which was the only way to put a good end to this Dil- 
< pute. (Monſienr de Seguier Garde des Sceaux , the Duke's inti- 
mare friend, and a man that appeared more for his Intereſt, than 
the condition of the time ſcem'd conveniently to permit, did the 
ſame, writing him word, © That a prompt and abſolute Obe- 
& dience was the only way whereby a caule, his Enemies Favour 
© rendred generally diſapprov'd, might be brought to a ſucceſl- 
© ful iflue ; bur chat without that, ic was utterly impoſſible fon 
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« his Friends, and Servants, to do him thoſe Offices were neceſſa- 
xy for the bringing of matters to any tolerable concluſion. All 
the Duke's other Friends having-confirm'd the ſame thing, he evi- 
dently ſaw, that he muſt of neceſſity obey , yer was it not with- 
out an incredible violence upon his own Humour, and great Spi- 
rit, He hadar other times refifted the greateſt powers of the Stare, 
when arm'd againſt him with the King's Authority, and Forces, 
whereas now he ſaw himſelf reduc'd to ſubmit to: four lines of 
Paper ; they madehim indeed to depart out of his Government : 
And though it be true, that in theſe latter Times , the Royal Au- 


_ thority was rais'dto a morcilluftrious height, than: formerly it 


had ever been ; yet I do not know that anyone has obſery'd a 
greater example of his Power, than upon this occaſion. All 
Prance acknowledg'd the Duke, for the eminent qualities he was 
maſter of, tobe aman of the greateſt Reputation of. his Age 3 
he was 5 97h of the greateſt , and moſt important Govern- 
ments of the Kingdom,powerful in Riches, Commands, Places, 
Servants, and much more in his Children, His three Sons had all 
of them great Offices, and great Employments , and ycc with all 
theſe advantages he was not able to relift four words; ' and then 
it was, that he plainly ſaw a'Subject had no way to ſupport him- 
ſelf in his Foreune, and Repucation, but by Obedience; and that 
the Power of a King, manag'd as it ought to be, can meet no 
difficulties, nor impediments, it cannot eaſily maſter , and over- 
come. He had ſcen a time, when by making a ſhew of Reſolu- 
tion, or Diſcontent, men had fomerimes obtain'd part of what 
they deſir'd, or at leaſt defended themſelves from what they had 
not a mind to do. Under the Reign of Henry the {II the di- 
verſity of Fa&tions, which then divided the State, had ſo weaken- 
ed the Authority of the Sovereign, that hedurſt ſcarce pretend to 
more than a voluntary Submiſſion from his People : And Henry 


; the Great his Succeſſor, by an excels of Bounty and good Nature, 


had continuedto do, what the other had been conſtrain'd to b 
incvitable Neceſſity. This Mighty Prince was of ſo noble a Diſpo- 
fition,that he would deſtroy none; ſo that,excepting the Mareſchal 
de Biron, who would have no compaſſion of himſelf, almoſt all 
the great men of the Kingdom , wereeither a&tually Rebels , or 
highly Diſobedient, without ever fecling either the Sword, or ſo 
much as the Hand of Juſtice. The Regency of Queen Mary de 
Medici, was equally moderate, and gentle , and the Tempeſts that 
aroſe in her time, being appeasd with money, men did notonly 
offend {ccurely , bur made moreover a profic of their Crimes. 
The Mareſchald' Encretry'd to change thoſe milder into rougher 
| Maxims ; 


yd 
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Maxims, - but he loſt himlelf inthe praftice of this premature ſe- 
verity. In the Miniſtry of the Duke de Luines, there was no more 
of violence, than in the preceding Reigns : the good ſuccels-not- 
withſtanding the Royal Arms, always had in all Enterprizes, du- 
ring the time of his favour, made it plain, that there was nothing 
his Majeſty could not with great facility effe&t in his own Kings 
dom. He had with great caſe ſuppreſt the Queen Mothers Inſur- 
retion; he had invaded the Party of the Religion with very 
great ſuccels,” wherein having found their weakneſs by their diſ- 
union amongſt themſelves, he was by that diſcovery encourag'd 
to undertake their total ruine; and the Cardinal encring into the 


—— 


Anno 


1633. 
PALE 


Miniſtry in ſo fayourable.a juncture of Aﬀairs, preſs'd the decli- 


ning Faction ſo home, that in a very ſhort time he remov'd all 
Obſtacles, which could any ways oppoſe the Royal Authority, 


orimpedethe eſtabliſhment of his own. The Parcy of the Reli- 


gion was totally ſuppreſs'd, the Houſe of Auſtria infinitely 
weakened 3; all the other Princes who were ill affe&ed to the 
Crown, reduc'dto a neceflity of complying with whatſoever 
was impos'd uponthem 3 and thoſe of the Nobility who were ſo 
bold, as to oppoſe the King's will, had been ſo roughly handled, 
that not a man durſt any more expole himſelf ro the puniſhmenc 


they all knew would inevitably follow the leaft forfeicure of their * 


Duty. It had been but of very late years, that this new forra of 
Government had been introduc'd into the Kingdom , and the 
Duke was grown old in the praRice of other Maxims : I is 
not then to be doubted, but that it muſt needs be with greatre- 
pugnancy, and unwillingneſs, that he could Accommodate hims- 
{elt to a thing ſo unuſual, and ſevere; he did notwithſtanding 
do it, and without delaying time , or ſpending any more than 
was requiſite for the making of ſome few Viſits, and taking leave 
of his Friends, he departed out of his Government , ſuſpended 


from his Functions, Excommunicated from the Church, and re- | 


duc'd tothe converſation of his -own Domeſticks only. Though 
in a condition ſo different from what it had formerly been, and 
ſo contrary to his ordinary way of liviag , he could not but be 
very much afflicted, he nevertheleſs ſo well conceal 'd his grief, that 
he was not obſery'd to be cither more melancholy , or dejected, 
than at other times; and he had ſogreat a command over his 
own paſſions, as not to utter ſo much as one word unbecoming 
either his courage, or his piety, ever retaining in all things the de- 
vourt Reverence dueto the Holy Church. 


So oft as any one writ him word from Part , that his Friends ® 


could haye wiſh'd he had retain'd a greater moderacion, and re- 
XxX 2 ſpec 


ro 
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Anno ſpect towards the perſon of a Prelate, he would tilt maintain, 
1633. © Tharin repelling an injury done co the Royal Power, he had 
LY © doneno morethan it was his Duty to do : That the King hims 
© ſelf might profticute his Aurhority as he pleaſed ; bur char as 
*« for him who was oblig'd in his Majeſties Right to maintain all 
© the Priviledges of his Command; he neither could, nor oughr 
« tg have done otherwiſe, than he did, and that he would ever do 
« jr, though he was thereby certain to forfeit, not only his Offices, 

« 2nd his Eſtate, but alſo his Lite. 
The Du;'e So ſoon as the Duke was arriv'a at Plaſſac, , he began to ob- 


comes'9. ſerve his Excommunication , though he wanted nor theadvice of 


- wherebe ſeveral very Learned Divines, who maintain'd it co be invalid, 


obſerves and unjuſt, wherein his ſubmiſſion appear'd to all ſo much the 
his Excom- 7 . rk 

munication. MOTe to be commended, in that he was willing to undergo the 

uniſhment of an Offenſe, he was not convinc'd he had commit- | 

red, Thus baniſh'dce a Countrey Houſe , where his only con- 

ſolation ſhould have been to have convers'd with his God , even 

there alſo the doors of his Church were bolted againſt him, ſo 


And 194 that he aſſiſted no mere at Maſſes as he had formerly ever done . 
mits £9 & 


| Church. he moreover deprived himſelf of the participation of all the Sa- 


craments : bur he omitted nothing withal chat might any ways 
ſerve to manifeſt his reſpe&tto the Holy Church , and her Mini- 
| Ners. He made all the Proteſtarions that could be prevailing to 
the vindication of the integricy of his Obedience, and-to thar 
purpoſe ſent away an expreſs diſpatch to Cardinal Bichi,the Pope's 
Nuntio in France; he ſcat allo to Poitiers , where he knew the 
Archbiſhop of Bordeaux had call'd together an Aſſembly of Pre- 
lates, to make the ſame Declarations ; but it was all in vain : and 
it was decreed he ſhould undergo all , and all the fſevereſt Forms 
of Penance, before he ſhould receive his Abſolution. 
| Butasthe Spiritual Authoricy was not arm'd againſt him alone, 
and that it was not that (though he had it in the higheſt reverence) 
he had the greateſt reaſon to apprehend ; it was allo neceſſary for 
him toemploy his principal care , and endeayour, to divert the 
Fury of the Royal Power , whieh was already diſplay'd againſt 
The Dake him. To thart effect therefore he diſpatch'd away the (ount de 
0 5 hag Maile tothe King, with inftruRions eſpecially to ſolicite, that the 
King, Commitlhoners his Majeſty had made him hope forin his Diſ- 
# patch, mighe be lent away, that by the return of cheir Report, 
his Majeſty might be fully inform'd of che truth of his' Ations : 
bur zfrer the Intormartion of the Parliament of Bordeaux , which 
. was altogether favourable to the Archbiſhop, the Court had no 
ear left open, cither to his Prayers, or Complaints , andthe Car- 


dinal 
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dinal having ſolemnly elpous'd che Quarrel,and madeic his own, Amo 
was ſo far from permicting the Duke's Friends co diſpute! his 1633; 
Will wickctheir beſt Arguments, and Reaſons, that hewould not wv 
ſo. much as endure any one ſhould dareto propoſe them. 
How great ſoever the Cardinals paſhon was herein ; or how 
great ſaever his Credit with the King , they were not however 
{uch as could hinder the Duke,and the Cardinal de la Valette from 
paying (with equal Generolity , and good Nature) the reſpe& 
which by all ſorts of Obligation, chey lo juſtly ow'd tothe Duke 
their Father. The firſt of which had no ſooner notice of the DiCſ. 
puce his Father had with the Archbiſhop , bur that he depaned 
trom Metz, to come firft ro Court, there to obſerve the diſpofiti- 
on of things, and from thence togo to Plaſſac, cither to comfore 
the Duke his Father.in his Affliction ; or to give him his beſt ad- 
vice in his Afﬀairs. As for the Cardinal his Brother , what depen- 
dence ſocyer he had at Court, he very often expos'd all that Inte- 
reſt, to perform his'Duty , and ſo far as to engage ſometimes in_ 
ſo hot Diſputes with.the Cardinal Richelies, that it was often be- 
liev'd, they would never again be ſo fully reconcil'd, that: there 
would not ſtill remain a Care in the boſom of the one or the 
other. 'f | 


' 


So ſoon as the Archbiſhop had got his Information perfeRed, T'e Arch- | 
and ſo well co his liking , that he conceiv'd his proofs could admit —_y_ 
of no Diſpute, he departed from Bordeaux to.go to Paris, Plaſſac goe5to 
che place ro which the Duke was retir'd, was in truth in his way, ©" 
but not ſo , that he might not without any inconvenience have 
balk'dir; and all che world beligy'd he would have been fo civil 
tothe Duke's Diſgrace as to have done it : he did not nevertheleſs, 
but on the contrary, paſs'd along by the Park Wall after fo bra- 
ving a manner, that he made the noiſe of his Equipage rattle 
againſt the very Walls of the Duke's Houſe. And then indeed ic 
wasthattheDukefelt himſelf moſt ſenfibly wounded, and that this 
Bravado had like to have tranſported him to ſomething that might | 
have made the Archbiſhop's Caule better than it was, by offering 
to him ſame ſignal Violence. I was my (elf a witneſs how much 
ado he had to forbear ; but his Friends and Servants repreſenting 
to him the imporrance of the Action he was about , heinthe end 
gave way to theirReaſon, though I do believe with the greateſt 
violence he committed upon himlelf,and his great Spiric chreugh- 
out the whole progreſs of this troubleſome Aﬀair. | 

The Archbiſhop was no ſaoner arriv'd at Court, butthacall Ayo 
the Prelates, who werethen in Paris, aſſembled after an unuſual 1634. 
manner, to deliberate amongſt themſelyes what was beſt to be 

done 
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done in the bebalf of their Brother ; which Convocation the 
Dukeof | Epernon had no ſooner notice of ; but continuing to do, 
as he had-formerly done, he ſent to them his Proteſtarions of an 
abſolute ſubmiſſion to the Holy Church. The Duke de ls Yalette 
therefore, who was return'd back to Court., demanded Audi- 
ence in the Aſſembly, in the name of the Duke his Father 3 which 
being granted, hethere laid down his Reaſons beforethem, with 
ſo much efficacy, andelocution, that of five and twenty Prelates 
who were there preſent, thirteen were of opinion to take upon 


| them the qualiry of Judges, under the good pleaſure of the Pope, 


and the King, the-Duke having abſolutely ſubmitted himlelt to 
theic. Determination : but this reſolution was not for the guſt of 
the Court ; by this way the buſineſs would have been too ſoon 
decided, and it was reſolvd the Duke ſhould pay much dearer 
for his re-eſtabliſhment in his Offices and Commands. The next 
day therefore what had becn agreed upon theday before , was to- 
tally overthrown, and Meſvieurs the Prelates would by no means 
accept the high degree of Judges , the Duke had ſo ſubmiſlively 
offer'd, but would humble themſelves to the qualities of ſimple 
Parties. only. They aſſembled then again at the Archbiſhop of 
Bordeaux his Palace, and from thence ſent a Deputation to the 
King, wherein the Archbiſhop of Arles was to ſpeak for the reſt. 
All that (they ſay) was obſervable in the Biſhop's Oration , was 
only an exceflive ychemency 3 in the heat whereof he made uſe of 
all the odious terms he could invent , to allure his Majefties In- 
dignation, and to poſſeſs him with the higheſt ſenſe of the Duke's 
Miſdemeanour. Upon which occaſion it was that Caſpian Biſhop 
of Nantes, one of the greateſt, and moſt vertuous Prelates of his 
time, cry'd out, © That if it were poſstble for the Devil to ſubmit 
* himſelf ts God Almighty, to ſuch a degree as the Duke did, he would 
* infallibly obtain pardon for all bis Offenſes; and that notwitbitandin 
*© the Church deny'd this Pardon to a ( briſtian , who had ever ſerv'd 
* God and his (burch. But neither this crue Remonſtrance, nor 
any other whatſoever that could be offer'd in the Duke's behalf, 
could produce any good effect tothe compoſing of this Aﬀair. 
He had very good intelligence of all the. Seyerity was practis'd 
to his prejudice ; for although che greateſt Powers were declar'd 
againſt him, he had notwithitanding friends in the Aſſembly, that 
were {way'd by no other conſideration, ſaveonly the pure intereſt 
of Picty and Juſtice. Of this number were the Archbiſhops of 
Sens, and of Tholouze, the Biſhop of Nantes, before mention'd, 
that of Mans, of Beatvas, and ſome others. Theſe Prelates ac- 
knowledg'd by the whole Kingdom for men of great Merit, and 
Example, 
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Example, no ſooner had intelligence of what the relt of their 
Order were contriving againſt che Duke , but that they came in 
all haſte ro Par, to do him all the good Otfices , the condition 


Anno 


1634+ 
WY 


of the time would permit : bur there was an over ruling power, 


that rendred all their endeavours fruitleſs ; (o that aker having 
long ſuſtain'd the Torrent of Authority , that oppoled their Rea- 
ſon, they were canſtrain'd at laſt ro give way to force, that ever 
gives the Law to the beſt Arguments. 

Upon the Complaints of the Clergy preferr'd tothe King , by 
the mouth of the Archbiſhop of Arles, his Majeſty commanded 
that the Informations of the Parliament of Bordeaux ſhould he 
pur into che hands of Lauzon, Maſter of Requeſts , ro make his 
Report. YVillemontte, who was allo at the ſame time at Court, was 
likewiſc order'd to give in his Anſwer ; after which, andthat the 
Depolitions of the Wirneſles, had been ſufficiently canvas'd , the 
Cardinal, who was preſent at the Council, was of apinion, 
** Thar upon the Duke's ſingle Confeſſion contain'd in his An- 
& {wer, he oughc to be reputed Excommunicarte,and as lo, that che 
© King ought co deelare him laps'd from all his Qffices , and Dig- 
*© nities, till by vertue of his Abſoluction he ſhould be re-umired 
* tothe Church. | fy 
 Thoughthe King's Sentences were by the Duke himlſclf obey'd 
with all manner ot (ſubmiſſion; his Friends, and Servancs never- 
theleſs did not forbear, even in the face of the Court, with many 
' powerful Arguments to move for his Quietus eft , of which Ar- 

uments there were enow of themſelves , to make an entire Vo- 
lumn : bur I have nothiog co do to tranſcribe them here, both in 
regard they were of no advantage to the Duke at that time, and 
that his intention remains ſufficiently juſtified , by his Reſpect, 
and Submiſſions to the Church. The Cardinal de la Palette tail'd 
not however to urge, and diſpute thoſe Reaſ@ns , as he had ever 
done; but not having been ableto prevail, that the Clergy might 
themlelves be Judges of his Father's Cauſe ; nor that the King 
would pleaſe to take off the puniſhment he had impos'd upan 
him, till afcer he ſhould be abloly'd 3; The Duke was conftrain'd 
to apply himſclf to the Court of Rome, farſt to obtain the re- 
poſc of his Conſcience, and after his Reſtauration to his Offices, 
and Commands. 


A Sentence 
apairſ} the 
Duke of 
Eſpernon, + 


His Secretary was therefore diſmiſs'd from Plaſſac to go to The Duke 


Rome, furniſh'd with ſeveral Diſpatches dire&ted to leveral of the 


ſends a Di(- 
parch co 


principal perſons of chat Court. The Duke's name , famous in ome topro- 


all parts of Europe, was with his Holineſs in very great eltcem ; 
he had had the honour to be acquainted with him in che cime of 
his 


cureliis Abs 


ſolution. 


28 The Hiftoryof the Life of Part. 


Anno bis Nuntiature in France, and he was then reputed no ill Catho- 
1634+ lick. His Holineſs therefore very graciouſly receiv'd his Submil(- 
WY fions, and, contrary to the cuſtom of that Court, where delays 


are very uſual (chiefly when the Authority of the Apoſtolick See 
in any Debate of Conſequence, is concern'd)) cutting off a great 
many of the tedious Forms, caus'd the Expeditions neceſſary for 
the Duke's ſatisfaRion to be diſpatch'd, and ſent them away to 
Cardinal Bickhi, his Nuntio in France. So that, had the Reſoluti- 
ons of the Court of Rome at thattime had lels dependence upon 
thoſe of France, the Duke had from thence obtain'd a ſpeedy, and 
full acisfaQion. But ſo many rubs were on this fide the Alpes laid 
in the way, that four whole months were laps'd , before the Duke 
could receive his Abſolution, which when it came, was no other 
neither than, Ad Reincidentiam, aterm us'd by thoſe who treat of 
ſuch matters, when it is not a plenary Abſolution. 

Who is it that, reading the progreſs of this Diſpute,but muſt ad- 
mirethat a little Complement ill receiy'd, and a few words ill in- 
| terpreted, ſhould grow to be one of the moſt important Aﬀeairs of 
two of the greateſt Courts of Europe ? I was very unwilling to 
have been ſo tedious in being fo particular : but others having re- 
lated it ſo as they knew would pleaſe the Great Ones of that time, 
who wereno Friends to the Dake, I thought my ſelf oblig'd to 
render here an account of things as they truly paſs'd :* which if 
it will not here abſolutely excuſe the Duke for being in his ſudden 

aſſion too violently tranſported againſt an Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, 
it will at leaſt ſerve to maniteſt the reſpeQ he bore to the Church, 
and to a Dignity he ever had in the higheſt Reverence , and 
Eſteem. 5; 

From this time forward the Duke's Affairs began toappear 
with a much better face at Court, his Sons having by their dili- 
gence, and diſcretion ſo moderated Cardinal Richeliex's heat, that 
nothing remain'd to do, ſave only how to contrive a durable Re- 
conciliation, and from this breach (as it often falls out) to derive 
an occaſion of inſeparably uniting their two Families. T he Car- 
dinal notwithſtanding would firſt have his Will : he had (as has 
been ſaid)in the Year 1632. defird that the Duke would demiſe 
his Government of Metz, in his favour, wherein, having not 
met with that complacency he expeted , he muſt now be {ati 
fied. Neither would promiſes ſerve the turn, the laying down 
the Government of this place muſt allo precede the Abſlolution, 
the Cardinal being by no means to be perlwaded to conſent, that 
the Duke ſhould be allow'd to be a Chriſtian to God, and his 
Church , whilſt he continued a Rebel to him. Yet was it not 

never- 
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nevertheleſs at this timzto make any private advantage of this Anno 
Demiſſion, he had alcer'd char defign ; and the poſſeſſion of Maxx . 1634- 
ſeeming {to be ſuperfluous, in the atſurance he had of the King's OV 
Favour, which he thought he had abſolutely acquir'd by the ne- 
. ceſlicy of his Service, the ſole end , he could in all apparcnce pro- 
pole to himſelf herein, was, to ler the world ſee, that no one 
wasthenceforward to contend with him., and by an exampleof 
this nature to eſtabliſh his Auchority.over all the other great men 
of the Kingdom. The place however. only chang'd the hand 
without going out of the Family, it being cransferr'd rorhe Car- An Alliance 
dinal de la Yalette; asthe Duke his Brother was made choice of 5 ft _ 
by a Marriage wholly to piece up, what the late Diſorders . had p.;'v. 
diſunited. And then it was that they began in. good earneſt to 
treat about a plenary Abſolurion , of the ſatisfa&tions were to. be 
made.tothe Church, and other things that were of courle to'pre- 
cede the Duke's. Reſtauration to his Offices, and Commands: 
Bur. before I proceed to the concluſion of this Aﬀair, it will 
not I conceive be impertineat , to give an account of two palla- 
ges, which will render the Duke's conſtancy, and generoſity high- 
ly conſiderable, evenin the greateſt cloud of his. Diſgrace; the 
firſt whereof was this. Inthe time that: che Court Perſccutions 
were molt violentagainſt the Duke, many of his Enemies, both 
of the Parliament of Bordeaux, and other parts of the Province, F »; 
outof avanity of Generofity, would needs offer themſelves to 
bereconcil'd co him, believing that in.ſuch a cime;of afflition 
he would be more flexiblero an Accommodationand that fecing 
how many Enemies he had to deal withal, he wouldbe glad: to 
Ieſlen their number; atleaft they doubred nor. butthe would:re- 
ceive into his Fayour, and/good Opinion, thoſe who info malig- 
nant, a. JunEture- ſhould! , out of the ſole reſpe& ro his Perr 
ſon, and: Vertue, ;offer their Service © him : bur heonthe conera- 
ry apprehendinig, that to appear facile to Reconciliations ina 
time:of diſgrace,, would be interpreted: weakneſs, and want'of 
Spirit, ſent. them word , ** Thar he could nordeny his Friendſhip 
«co ſuch as ſhould: defire'it of him, in a time when he ſhould be 
«ina capacity to oblige them; bur that, he would/ never reton- 
« cile bimaſelt to. receive any good Offices from any, who had nor 
© becn his Eriends.' And he remain'd ſo:conftant to- this reſolu- 
tion, .that he was-never to. be perſwaded to alter it, whar prudent 
con(iderations ſocyer could be laid before him to thateffect.: +/+ | 
_ The other thing was a Propolition made to him by a Letter 
from Paris, writ by an unknown hand, Seal'd with an unknown 
Seal; - and withour Superſcription. Inthis Letter there was pro» 
Yyy pounded 
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Anno* pounded to him an infallible way to cut off Cardinal Richelieu, 
1634. his worſt, and implacable Enemy, and bent to his ruine (which 
LYN were theexoreſs terms of the Letter.) 'He who was the Author of 


this deſign deliver'd himſelfro bea Gentleman of Lorain, and an 


Engineer ; who for this piece of Service would demand no more, 
but fix hundred Piſtols only, three hundred in hand , and thereſt 
when he had done his buſineſs. The Duke had the very thought 
of ſo great a wickedneſs in the greateſt horror , and dereſtation , 
and what caule ſoever of unkindneſs, or offenſe he might have 
againſt the Cardinal, he had his perſon nowithſtanding in very 

reat eſteem , which had it been lels, or that his Animoſity had 
Then greater, it is molt certain, that he would never have choſen 


ſo baſe a way to his Revenge. He therefore burnt the Lecter with- 


out ſpeaking a word of it toany, ſaveoneof his Domeſticks on- 


ly, though the'Propoſition was thrice repeated. The Servant the 
Duke was pleas'd to entruſt with this ſecrer, obſerving with whac 
obſtinacy the Villain perſever'd in his damnable reſolution , did 
very rightly judg, that it was not to the Duke alone he would 
diſcover his treacherous intent , well foreſccing he would ſay as 
much to all the great men of the Kingdom , that he thought to 
be diſcontented, and that inthe end he would be trap'd, as it fell 
out. That if chen he ſhould accuſe the Duke to have hearkened 
three times to his Propoſition, without making any diſcovery of 
It, his filence in ſuch a caſe might pals, in the Cardinal's Opinion, 
fora tacit conſent. He was therefore of advice that the Duke 
ſhould acquajntthe Cardinal with it; but it was impoſſible to 

erſwade him tothat reſolution , whilſt he was in diſgrace.” He 
always profeſs'd that he would never conſentro-the death of an 


Enemy by ſo infamous a way : bur that withal he would nor give 
him that advantage, to perlwade himſelf char hehad invented this 


Artifice (he nor being able to produce the Author) by that picriful 
way to (eek his Favour. The buſineſs then reſted in this poſture, 


till after the Duke's return to Bordeaux, that he was reſtor'dto his 


Government; when the ſame perlon , perſiſting in the ſame 
wicked deſign, and importuning the Duke to accept his offer, 
withour ſecurely ſleeping (which were his own words) under the 
diflemblea ſhew of a counterfeit Reconciliation, hethen yielded 
tothe advice of the Duke de la Valette his Son., who was now 
with him, and at his perſwaſion reſolv'd in the:cnd to (end his 
Letters tothe Cardinal de ls Yalette, to communicate them to 
Cardinal Richelieu. And they could not have been ſent in a'berter 


time, forthe ſame propolals that had been made to the Duke, . 


having alſo been rendred to the Dutcheſs of Lorain , ſhe had diſ- 
cover'd 
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cover'd them to the Cardinal, who, being alarm'd wich the con- 
formity of theſc Intelligences, fer ſpies upon the aftious of him 
that propos'd them. -. He was theretore Arreſted upon the marks 
he had given. of hirmſcli-in his Letters; neither was there any 
thing, how daring loever, that might not. be expected from the te- 
merity of this man. He was known to have been formerly a Ser- 
vanttothe Duke de la Palette ,. and for one of the moſt reſolute 
fellows of his time ;,of which ar his being taken he gave notable 
proof, having killd ewo men of ſeven that came to apprehend 
him, anddangerouſly wounded cwo more? bur in theend, gor'd 
with Wounds, he was taken, and had life enough left to end his 
days upon a Gibbct. | 

| Some of theſe things having hapned before the overtures of 
Agreement, wearenow to continue the thred of our Diſcourſe, 


Anno 


1634. 
WY %< 


where it, was broke off before. The Cardinal dela Y alette there- The Alli- 


forc purlu'd the concluſion of this Treaty with great vigour, a 


ance con- 
cluded with 


ſo as that he had concluded the Marriage of che Duke de la Palette the Duke 
his Brother, with the eldeſt Daughter of the Marquis de Pont-Cha- © /*Y ai*tte. 


eau, a,match that was to be the main tye of this Accommodati- 
on. This Lady, who was Neece to the Cardinal , and one of 
the beſt Families in Britany, equally conſiderable; both for the 
rare Endowments of her Perſon,and the advantages of her Con- 
dition, was ſought after by all che great men of the Court ; but 
the Cardinal her Uncle, having long had a defign to engage the 
Duke, and his, in the Intereſts of his own Fortune, ang Great- 
neſs, preferr'd the Duke de la 7alette above all other perſons that 
pretended to her. 

So ſoon asthis Aﬀeair, which put an end to all the reft with 
Honour, and eur off all difficulties whatever,” was agreed upon, 
the Duke de ls Yalette , who had been lent for ro Court to con- 
clude ir, return'd bacKagain to the Duke his. Father , to ask his 
conſent, The Duke gave it.him 'cis true, but that alſo was all : and 
alchough this Match had been made for no other end, than meer- 
ly to dilingage him from thoſe troubles wherewich he was in- 
yolv'd, he would notwithſtanding grant no more, than his com- 
placency enly, nothing more being to be obrain'd of his ſevere, 
and untraQtable humour, but a generous denial, He (aid; © Thar 
* he had eſteem enough for the perſon, who was to enter into his 
«* Alliance, to gratifie her with a good [hare of his Eſtate, which 
«in duerime he would alſo do, but that he had much rather con- 
© tinue in the poſture he then was all the days of his: life , than 


© that it ſhould belaid he had redeem'd himſelf by his money, or - 


©. by Bribes bcen reſtored to his Command. 
Yyy 2 What 
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Anno What offeale ſoever the Cardinal took ar this diſobliging carri- 
1634. age of the Duke, he procceded notwithſtanding to the accom- 
LY pliſhment of the intended Match ; which being done , he diſ- 
patch'd away the Abbor de (ourſan, one of the Eccleſiaſticks in 

his dependence, with Orders from the King to end all Differen- 

\ ces. Wherein the Archbiſhep had order to give the Duke his Ab- 

| ſolution, as the Duke alſo had his, about what he was to obſerve 
The Dake”s .jn the receiving of it. The Cardinal had a deſire that the Cere- 
91 wa 2, mony might have been perform'd in the Chappel of his Caſtle of 
on. Coutras, that his HouſT might have been rendred famous by fo 
memorable an aftion : bur the Archbiſhop would never: conſent 

to have ir done there; on the contrary obſtinately inflifting, that 

he would have it atthe Gates of the Pariſh Church of thar place, 
and.in:the face of allthe people; wherein alchough Caſpian ar that 

time Biſhop of Nantes , and de-E/prizet; mow Biſhop of Sainr 

Papoul, who were the Mediators of the Duke's Intereſts with the 
Archbiſhop, endeavour'd all they could ro conquer this reſoluti- 

on, it was all in yain. The Duke, who,for a nicity likethat, would 

not defer theaccompliſhment of an Afﬀair, which chrough ſo ma- 

ny difficulties had been brought on to the paſs ic then was , con- 


Ld quering his own humour, {1 ubmitted in the end to all the Archbi- 
ſhop could defire. But it was withal an odd beginning of a Re- 

, conciliation, the two Parties before they parted from the place, 
being perhaps more diſſatisfied with one another , than they had 
been before. 


| Theday for the Abſolution being appointed, the Duke of Eſ- 
pernon, attended by the Duke de la Yalette, and ſeveral perſons of 
quality, went to { outras ; where being come, the Archbiſhop, 
who was already' there , accompanied with his Eccleliafticks, 
went firſt tothe Church, where the Duke following after, and 
preſenting himſelf before him , kneel'd down upon a Velvet Cu- 
ſhion, laid ready for that purpoſe. In this poſture, and in the 
preſence of five Councellors of the Parliament of - Bordeaux, 
who were, by the King's Order to be aſſiſting at this Ceremony, 
the Archbiſhop pronounc'd his Abſolution in theſe words. 


The Abſo- Et Ego Autboritate Ecclefie, & 84 qua fungor, abſolvo te vinculo Ex« 
lution. communicationis, quam incurriſti ; quia immunitatem Eccleſig mea Me- 
tropolitane perfregiſti; manum armatam militum , ut me currumque 
meum in via fifterent, miſiſti, Statione difpoſita Palatinm noſtrum 
vallafti Turiſdiftionem EcclefiaFticam violaſti , edmque tibi arrogaſti . 
Nos, (lerumque neſtrum infignibus , & indignis contume{jis affeciſti : 
In nomine Patris, & Fil, &c. 
Though 


——_— — 


juſtified by the teſtimony of the Abbot de Courſan, who,by ſeein 
how hardly he had been dealt withal , was become altogether of 
his Party-: But whilſt cheſe Remonſtrances were upon their way 
ro Court, the Duke, to divert himſelf, took aturn into his Terri- 
tories of Angoumors, beginning now to make uſe of that liberry, 
which, by his Reconciliation tothe Church , was once more his 
own, Arthis return from this little Journey, by an expreſs Cour- 
rier from Court, he receiv'd his Majcſties Orders to return into 
Guienne: neither could they have been couch'd in more obligin 
terms, there being therein not one TE any thing that had 
pa(s'd ;andthe King's Letter, without ſpeaking of any rc-eſtabliſh- 
ment, which would have preſuppos'd a former Sulpenſion, con- 
caining only thele words. 


Coulin, 
* Having confider'd how much your preſence may be neceſſa- 
* xy in my Province of Guienne, that you may have an eyeto ſuch 
"* Occurrctifes as may happen there , I have thought fit co write 
you 


_— 
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* you this Letter, to let you know , that I deſire , and; ſhall be 
well pleas'd rhatyou go thicher, to the end you may there'con- 
*©rinue the FunCtions that belong tothe Authority. of your. Com- 
* mand, as you haye-formerly done ; and' to\take care that all . 
© things be continued inthe good condition they oughtito-be; for 
* the ſafery,, and conſervation of -the ſaid Province. in my Qbe- 
&* djence... Wherein being aſtur'd you will acquirt your elf, - with 
« your accuſtomed vigilancy, and care , and' reſting ſecure jn the 
« abſolute confidence, I have ever repos'd in your; Fideliry', and 


' *po0d Aﬀection, I ſhall ſay no.more, bur only aſſureyou gf my + 


The Duke 
of Eſpernn 
returns into 
Guienxne. 


* Aﬀection. Praying God, &c. From Saint Germain en Laye this 
firſt of Ofober,, 1634., With this there were other Diſparches 
ſent, direQted, both to the firſt Preſident d* Agneſſeas | thar he 
might acquaint the Aflembly with his Majeſtics.incention!, ,and 
alſo to the. Jurats of the City 3 which the Duke having ſent away 
ſome days before his departure from Plaſſac, he: himſelf. followed 
ſoon after, and return'd into his Goveramence, -more honour'd, 
and eſtecm'd, for having-ſo handſomely diſingag'd himſelf from 
this troubleſome Aﬀair, than if it had ngver-been. Men (as it 
uſually happens) ſoon forgot all the Diſgraces he had undergone, 
to conſider how great his Credit muſt neceſſarily be ; who of all 
the Great Perſons of the Kingdom, . whoſe Fortunes had been ſo 
rudely aſſaulted, alone kept himſelf upright, andentire, in ſpight 
of all his Enemies, or all they could contrive againſt- him. All 
thoſe, who had been unkind to him-, ſued to be reconcil'd to. his 
Fayour.; and the Dukede la Palette, who would by no means leave 
him, cill all chings were abſolutely fertled to his own defire', be- 


came their Mediator ; by that means re-eſtabliſhing marters in ſo 


good a poſture, that for the future there was more repoleto be ex- 
ectedfor the Duke his Father, than ke had ever yet enjoy'd, fince 
he had firſt taken poſſeſſion of the Government of 'Guienne. ' | _ 


The End of the Tenth Beok. 
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- \T was not fortunate to the Duke alone, but as Anis 
RD much arleaſt to the Province, and the whele 1 639, 
/2Y8 Kingdom, that he was at this time reſtor'd to Y 

add his Command ; the firſt whereof, wichour his 

td Valour , and Wiſdom, had been ia manifeſt 
Foes Jnger, and the other embroyl'd in no con- 
rermptible diſorders : but by his Prudence and generous Conduet, 

he brought them both ſo brave, and fo ſealonable a relief, thar 

what we are now about to deliver, makes up no {mall part of che 

principal Actions of his Life. | 

He was no ſooner arriv'd in Guienne , but that ſeveral Com- The _ 
plaints were preſented to him, of the Inſolence ſore Officers who =o ls : 

Farm'd the Crown Revenues of that Province exercis'd over the birth and 

King's Subje&ts. The people were no longer able to ſupport cheir Pr 

| ExaRtions, and their Poyerty , which is ordinarily accompanied 
with deſpair, had ſo ſtirr'd them up, that they were ready to ruſh 

into'Arms4 and to ſhuffle all things into confuſion. The Duke 

could hayc bcen glad, the Court would haye order'd ſome mode- 

ration 
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Anno ration in theſe Impoliticns to: have prevented thoſe miſchiefs, 


which are uſually the iſſue of gencral Diſcontent, and the certain 
cffe&ts of popular fury; andro that end had made ſo many ſeye- 


ral Remonſtrances to the Council, and urg'd them ſo home, thar 


what he did for a good, thar as much. reſpected the King's Ser- 


vice, as the Publick Intereſt, ' was in the end ſo miſinterpreted, 


as to turn co his own diſgrace: Seeirig therefore he could by his 
Prayers, and Importunirics, ys nothing with the Court, he 
was neceſſicared to make uſe of the Authority he had inthe Pro- 
vince, to prevent a total Revolt, to which the generality of men 
were toovilibly inclin'd. Wherein his conduct was guided by ſo 


admirable diſcretion, that what by convincing ſuch by Realpn, as 


were capable of ir, by feeding ſuch by Hopes, / as would be fatil- 
fied with them, and threatning Puniſhment to thoſe, who would 
be ſatisfied with neither, he for a long time continued all things 
in a pretty quict condition. . 

He praQtis'd theſe gentle and eafie Remedies, during the courſe 
of a very troubleſome Difcale he had fall'n- into prelencly after 
his return from Plaſſac. His abode, and ſolitude in his Houle, to- 
gether with the hatd meaſure he had receiv'd, had not lighted up- 


ona heart inſcnſible of wrong , nor had committed no ordinl- 


8. 
The I k2 
of k fperncn 
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ry violence upon his gencrous ſpirit : and althoygh, by a wonder- 
tul ViStory over his own Paſſions, he had ſuppreſs'd_ his diſcon- 


tent from breaking out to thediſcovery of thoſe about him; - it-is 


notwithſtanding to be believ'd, that the more he ſmothered his 
fire, the more it muſt of neceſſicy burn hinr within, -and diſc 
compole his natural Conſtiturion.. He- ſuffer'd therefore /by the 
heat of Urine ſo intolerable, and (o unintermitted pains, as ſcarce 
gaychim any truce of repoſe; in which Diſtemper ; that which 
was molt remarkable was,. che Remedies they made pſ(tiof for 


his Recovery ; for of cightecn days.rogerhec , that his Infirmity 


continyed, he drank nothing bur cold water, andot that fo, Dro” 
digious aquantity, tha [do not think any ſtomach:in che,world, 
but his, could have digeſted ſo much crudity : He was. moreovec 
very often pur into cold Baths ; ſo that all the arc ;-and induſtry 


. of his Phyſicians was wholly employ'd to qualifie, the ebullicnc 


Blood-of a young man of fourſcore and four yeaxs, old+.; ;;;.i-/ 
He was icarcely deliver'dof his pain, when he-was forc'd to 
attend che Afﬀairs of- his Government with greater diligence, and 
care than art any time before, The King, from; the, beginning..of 
the year having caken a reſolution to fall our with; Spawn, 'xwyould 
not however engage in that War, before he had yell, and particu- 


Jarly examin'd the condition and ſtrength of his Kingdom; co 


be 


_— 4 
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be therefore well inform'd of the State of Guienne , the greateſt, Anno 
and beſt of all his ocher Provinces, he writ tothe Duke in March, 1 635. 
to ſend him a true account of what number of men he could for 
time of . necd draw out of his Government, and how many men 
of Command he might relye upori to bear Office in his Armies : 
to which the Duke return'd _ » that, although within eight 
months time above eighteen chouſand men had been ſent out of 
the Province, as by the Muſter Rolls annex'd to his Diſpatch , his 
Majeſty might perceive ; there might yer be a very great number 
rais'd, provided the Aﬀetions of the People were diſcreetly ma- 
nag'd by ſome good uſage ; that his Majeſty would alſo fand a 
great many Gentlemen of Quality, and capable of Command, An accorne 
Cof which heſenta Liſt of above ſixſcore) but that the greateſt wa _ 
part of them were lo neceſſitous, rhat (to his great grief) hedurſt ww. © 
not promiſeto himſelf from their inabilicy , all that his Majeſty 
might expet&t from their good will : by which Abſtract ler any one 
judg of the Forces of the Kingdom,and what a King of France yay 
propoſe to himſelf, having the Love, and AﬀeCtion of his Sub- - 
jects. | 
The Duke, who knew by along experience , what ſtrange ef- 
feds the good will of the people was able ta produce, never 
ceas'd importuning the King to husband it, by granting ſome re- 
dreſs to their Oppreſſions ; which though he always did, after the 
moſt humble, and reſpeCtive manner could be imagin'd , it not- 
withſtanding wrought no effe&, bur to his own prejudice : in- 
ſomuch that, without receiving any Anſwer to his real Remon- 
ſtrances, he was often preſs'd by very ſevere diſpatches, ro be aſ- 
ſiſting inthe execution of ſeveral Edicts. 

Amongſtall thoſe that were ſer forth at this time, the lighteſt, The Exciſe 
and moſt incon(iderable was, that of the Exciſe upon the Victu- —_— 
allers; ic brought in very little profit to the King , and was no Þege:s « S:- 
burthen to the groſs of the people ; none but the Vietuallers them- +4 han 
ſelves were concern'din it: this ſortof men nevertheleſs, having 
not much to ſave, did ſo much the leſs care to hazard the loſing of 
all. Some therefore of the moſt Seditious amongſt them having 
upon the fourteenth of May put themſelves in the Head of an un- 
ruly Rabble, gather'd together at the firſt of all a Body of berwixt 
four and five hundred men, Some perſons of note endeavour'd 
to oppoſethis firſt Diſorder ; but theſe being too few to extinguiſh 
the flame, ſerv'd only co make ic mount to a greater, and more 
formidable height. Deſaiziies a. particular Seryant of the Duke's, The firſt ef- 
and of one of the beft Families in the City, bore the firſt brunt {e2 of rhe 
of the peoples fury ; he had attempted by threats co have "= "uh 

LLE brought 
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Anno brought them to a ſence of their Duty ; bur theſe Bruits incapa- 
1635. bleot Reaſon, were ſocxaſperaredar the very name of Puniſh- 
WY ment, that they ran immediately to Arms , when having forc'd 
P. Hoſtel de Valle, whither De/aigiies had retir'd himſelf, they there 
in the firſt place Maſſacred him, neither was he the only man 
» Preveſ! de thattaſted of their violence, an Archer belonging to the ® Prevoſt 
4s b.. de Þ Eheftel, that the Partners had ſubſtituted, - for the gathering 
Kokbibg 0 in of this lmpoſt, wich five, orſix other perſons concern'd in the 
the King's fame Employment, hadthe {lame meaſure.” The Jurats ar the 
Houſho!d, -& rumour of this Tumult, had-caus'd the Caprains of the Ciry 
rares upon go take Arms for the defence of ! Hſtel de Ville, which the peo- 
 4yerp* ny ple threatned to afſault,who accordingly did indeed putthemlſelyes 
ſuppoſe _ into ſome poſture of defence: bue being preſently belieg'd,, and 
with one of x, rnd in on all ſides, by the multitude, ſoon capitulated , and 
of the retird. This firſt ſucceſs having by the eafineſs thereof, increas'd 
99 eg i  theinſolenceof theſe raſcally people, they 1a a moment over-ran 
Clerk of the whole City; ſothatin leſs than ewo hours time, they had 
| the Market. oor together betwixt four, and fivethouſand people. 

So ſoon as the Parliament ſaw the Sedition increaſe to ſuch a 
formidable height, they endeaveur'd to ſtop the progrels of it, by 
ifſuing out an AR for the ſuppreflion of the Edi&t: but the Mu- 
tincers believing (as it was true )'thar nothing, bur the ſoleterror 
which had poſleſs'd all the Orders of the Ciry, had procur'd this 
Arreſt intheir favour, raiſing their Impudence higher , upon the 
preſumption of this Fear , would not ſo much as ſuffer it to be 

| Publiſh'd; and the Multitude was ſeen to hurry- up and down 
the Streets after that audacious and threatning manner , as very 
much affrighted all the well dilpos'd Inhabirants of the City. 

At the beginning of this uproar the Duke was at Cadillac- in a 
courſe of Phyfick, for the confirmacion of his health , which he 
had not yetperfe&tly recover'd; where he was-very much ſurpriz'd 
to ſee in the cloſe of the evening a Courrier come1n , that the firſt 

Preſident d' Agneſſeas, had caus'd to ſteal privately out of the Ci- 
ty, to bring him the firſt news of this laſurreion, of which he 


writ him a Letter in theſe terms. 


My Lord, 
© Iwrite youthis Ticker in haſte from the Palace (where 1 
* now am with ſome other Members of the Parliament , and a 
* Jurat, and from whence I am advis'd by my Friends nor to 
* tir) togive you- notice of the Scdition is raisd in the City, 
** about che eſtabliſhment che. Sieur de la Foreſt, Archer to the 
'* Grand Preyoſt was about to make of an Exciſe upon the Vieu- 


allers. 
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« allers. To ftop the torrent.of which Diſorder, though the Par- Auno 


Ee Een 


** liamient have:granted our an Arreſtof Suſpenſion, iris norwith* 1635. 
* ſtanding ſo violent, that way will do no good. Sothat weare WWW 


© here in very great danger, which makes me ſend' you this: ex- 


© preſs Meſſenger, humbly to beſeech you with all poſlible ſpeed | 


* ro interpoſe his Majeſties Authority , and your own to appeale 

* this cumule. A favour that lin my own particular have ſome 

«reaſon to hope for from you, being as I am, 

; x My Lord, UPC. 

Bordeaux , May 14. 1635. atthree 
of the Clock inthe afrernvon. 


' The Dukehad no ſooner receiv d this Diſpatch , bur chat he 
order'd Letters to be ſent forthwith co ſome Gentlemen there- 
abouts , whilſt himſelf crook order for the raiſing ſome men 


amongſt his own Tenants to accompany him the next day to the | 
City. .inthe meantime he diſpatch'd away la Roche the Captain 


of his: Guards the ſame night co the firſt Preſident, to aſſure him 
of the ſpecdy relict he was preparing for him, and to inform 
himſelf more particularly of the ſtate of the City. 

Whilſt he was buſte about this preparation ,' he had news 
brought, that the Rebels drunk with Wine, and tir'd with che 
work of theday, were in the evening retir'd every man to his 
own houſe, with a reſolution -to be quiet, provided no notice 
might be taken of what was paſs'd. Had things remain'd in this 
condition, their offence , though very great , might have had 
ſomecolour of :excuſe : but cheſs people attheir awaking, puff'd 


up with the ſucceſs of theirlaſt days temerity , broke our again The Pro- 


the next morning into new, and 
which heat they drew up a Lift of above four hundred of the 
beſt Families of the City, under the Title of Gabellers : In which 
Liſt many of the principal Members of the Parliament were 
compriz'd, andthe reſt were all Citizens of the beſt quality ; all 
which the night following they intended to Maſlacre, and to rifle 
their Houlcs. ; 


reater Fury than before, In greot the 
Sedition., 


The Duke had preſent notice of this deſign. The Officers of The Parlia. 
Parliament,aſtoniſh'd at the extreme danger they ſaw themſelves mene ſends 
expos'd unto, had diſpatch'd ro himin all haſte Lacheze, and Boy- *2 the Duke 


caut, two young Counſellors whom they knew to be acceptable his 


ro him, to beſeech-him to make haſte ro the Ciry. Theſe Gen- 
tlemen gave him an account of the condition the. Town, and the 
infinite peril all good men were in; declaring withal chac their 
Lives, and Fortunes depended upon his Preſence, and Protection. 
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The Hiſtory of the Life of Pan I, 
Theſe two Deputies found the Duke- juſt ready roſcrout, as they 
came-; hetherefore took them into his Coach ,'and his Houſe 
being bur five Leagues diſtant from the City, arriv'd there the 
ſame day, which was the 16%. in verygood time.” 


The Duke's ' The Authority. and P ower, that che cltcem of an extraordina- 
preſence ap- ry Vertueexerciſes oyer the minds of men, is' hardly any where 


more remarkable, than-upon:-this occafion ; there being not one, 
even of the moſt Seditious, who did not manifeſt ſhame, and re- 
pentance for his paſt offences. They were no more the ſame men, 
who had determin'd to cut throats, and to plunder the' richeſt 
houles the enſuing night ; inſomuch thar even the very Incendia- 
ariesthemſelves came, mix'd with the honefteſt Burgers of che 
Town, 'to mcet, and receive their Governour, a great way with- 
out the Gates of the City, with Acclamations that ſounded: no- 
thing but Obedience, and Submiſſion. 
Wick this general applauſe, the Duke went to alight at the Ho- 
flalde Ville, which was in his way , and which he found ina mi- 
ſerable plight, the Gates burnt down, the Inſcriptions defac'd, the 
Windows broken, the Priſons {eropen, and all things as in the 
deſolation of a City taken and ſack'd by a Forein Enemy. 
After having. taken the beſt order he could forthe ſecuring the 


| Hoſtel de Ville, he rctir'd himſelf co his own Houſe; and thus far 


all things look'd well : but afterwards his deſign being to proceed 
about the late tumulc, rather by moderate, and gentle, than by 
ſevere and exemplary ways, (the firſt being ar this time the ſafeſt, 
and beſt, if' they could ſucceed) the Mutincers began to gather 
heart from their impunity, and to believe they were fear'd. No- 
thing therefore being ſo (weet, and tempting, as Dominion, and 
Power, tothoſc who are not acquainted with it, theſe men would 
by no means ſo ſoon lay down , that which they had ſo rebelli- 
ouſly raken up, and which they thought with their great num- 
bers, they could ſo eaſily maintain. They began then to aſſemble 
themſelves anew , giving our terrible threars of what ftrange 
things they would do, by whichthe Duke judging they would 
from high words, doubtleſs proceed to ſome miſchievous effets ; 
he ſcene the Court an acconnt of all the evil diſpofitions he had 
oblerv'd, not only in the ſpirits of the Inhabicanes of the City, 
bur alſo of the whole Province, deſiring withal the aſſiſtance of 
fuch Forces, as might be ſufficientto remedy the evil he ſaw was 
already as good as concluded. Bur all his Remonſtrances were 
negleted, they thought he only made this his prerence to Arm, 
and fortific himſelf in his own Government ;- and the defign of 
the Court being to keep him weak. , and difarm'd, they rather 
choſe 
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choſe to expolerhe Province to the danger of popular Sedition, Arno 
thaa to.enable him with Honour to maintain the King's Autho- i635. 
ricy, and Intereſt. - | LY 
The Duke ſceing himſelf thus naked, and alone, did very well 
judg he ſhould not in this poſture be able ro fuppreſs the Faction ; 
{o.thar their inſolence daily more and more increas'd , till in the 
end cicher ſticr'd up withthe fear of being made examples, prom- 
pred on with the avarice of booty, or allur'd with the ſole appe- The people | 
| titeof ill doing, withour danger of puniſhment' (which to ab- *#* into 
je minds is no ſmall temptation) they betook themſelyes open- "ROM 
ly to Arms;; and after many inſolent Diſcourſes, and ſeveral Tic- 
kers ſcatter'd up and down the Streets, toexcite the people to Se- 
dition, they canton'd , and fortified themſelves ii one part of 
the City, whereof they poſleſs'd themſelves of the half, and, by 
making gfeat Barricado's upon all the Ayenues, made themſelves 
abſolute Maſters of it. Within this Precin& there were five 
Gates, ſeveral Churches, with ſome Towers, and Fortifications 
which were joyn'd to the City , all which they had carefully pro- 
vided for, and were therein ſo well accommodated, that itſeem'd 
to them impoſſible they ſhould be forc'd, having many more men 
than were neceſſary to defend their Works. 
This diſorder hapned the 15*- of Fune, ir began about ten of 
the Clock in the morning, and the Duke had notice of it pre- 
ſently after Dinner ; upon which Intelligence judging that a Se- 
dition of this high nature, and premedirared as this was, was not 
to be tolerated without manifeſt danger both of the City, and the 
whole Province, anda very great diminution both of rhe King's 
Authority, and his own; he forthwith commanded thoſe Gen- 
tlemen he had about him to mount to Horſe, and la Roche the 
Captain of his Guards to put himſelf inthe head of his Compa- 71.9.4. 
nies on Foot; with which inconſiderable number himſelf, with- a'moit alone 
out further deliberation, went out about one in the afternoon, to 595500 


6 ve : p aig apainſt 
execute one of the boldeR actions he ever undertook in his whole tic. 


life. 
Neither would he herein ſo much as conſider his own weak- . * 

neſs, or the temerity, and number of thoſe he was to encounter, 
that the diſproportion of their Forces might not divert him from 
his deſign. He had not with him above wo andtwenty Horſe, 
and fix and twenty of his Guards on Foo®, whereas no leſs than 
' the one half of the City were already in Arms againſthim , and 
little better to be expeRed from the reſt, For the greater part of the 
Inhabitants look'd upon theſe Mutineers , as the Champions of 
their Liberty ; ſo thatthoſe ofthe bewer ſorr, and ſome few honeſt 


Citizens 
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Citizens excepted , the reſt were prepoſſe(s'd-with (6 ſtrange a 


blindneſs, that there were very few,who did not at leaſt contribute 


SVN their wiſhes to the proſperity of ſo Lewd a Caule. In fine, had not 


his promptitude and courage(and that beyond all probality) pro- 


- cur'd him the ſucceſs of this Aion, there had been an cnd:of the 


City of Bordeaux; and the whole Province of © Gujenne,''and an 
invading Enemy could not have wrought a greater 'deſolation, 
than had been juſtly to be fear'd from the wild Fury of a people, 
puffd up with the ſucceſsof the leaft Victory they could have ob- 
tain'd.. He therefore indecd hazarded a great deal to prevent: o 
dire a miſchief, and to preſerve the whole : but there was alſo a 
neceſſity upon him, that he ſhould do fo ; neither would the 
evil have been leſs, if he had rendred his Authority contemptible 
by his Toleration : of two extremes he therefore made choice of 
that, wherein, 'twas true, there was more danger ; bur that gave 
him wichal opportunity, either ſuddenly to ſuppreſs the Com- 
motion, or to end his Life with Honour in the Service of his 
Prince and Countrey. | 

So ſoon as the Duke was on Horſeback, the firſt place he went 
to was the Lodgings of the Premier Preſident , to ſecure his-per- 
ſon from danger, which he did, by prevailing with him to retire 
himſelf to his Houſe , and from thence adyanc'd towards the 
Barricado's. The Hoſtel de Ville was comprehended in the Cir- 
cuit, the Mutineers had poſleſs'd themſelves of; but they were 
not Maſters of thetplace : he would therefore, before he advanc'd 
any further, make ſome ſtay there to encourage the Guards, he 
had before there plac'd in Garriſon, in their Duty. As he was up» 
on his March thither, at the entry into the Market place, he 
found all the Chains up, and ſeveral of the Inhabicants in Arms, 
reſolute to defend the pals. Whereupon la Roche by the Duke's 
Order, commanded them to make way , and retire; when per- 
ceiving them in ſuſpence what to do, whether to obey , or ſtand 
upon their defence, la Roche wilcly taking advantage of their ir- 
reſolution, leapt upon the Barricado , diſarm'd thoſe who were 
more advanc'd, and forc'd the reſt to retire , without any other 
violence to any. BY 

Though the little reſpe& thele firſt oppoſers manifeſted for the 
Age and venerable Perſon of their Governour , gave him very 
wellto underſtand he was to expect no better from the reſt, he de- 
ſiſted nor nevertheleſs to go on. He alighted therefore at the Ho- 
ftel deVille, where, after he had taken the beſt Order he could, for 
the ſecurity of the place, and put it into a condition to ſend' him 


Jome aſhiſtance if occaſion wgre , he commanded la Reche to af: 


ſaulc 
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ſault a Barricado that was made at the entry of the Street call'd Iu _ Anno 
Rae Saint Michel.. Thole who detended this paſs were roo. many ro 1635. 
keep any good order; they indeed; made {hew of great reſoluti- WY 
on, and receiv'd the Guards with ſeveral: Musket ſhoe , bur con- 
 fuſedly made, and at random : but how irregularly loever , be- 
fore any ſhot was fir'd againſt them, chey wounded one of the 
Duke's Guards to death, with a Musket Bulletin his Breaft, The Tve Duke, 
Duke had exprefsly commanded his. people not to ſhoot till the yas, on. 
laſt extremity, and as-much as was poſſible. to.. ſpare the Blood of poſed, for- 
the people, whoſe blindneſs he much more lamented, than he (**\* ft 
was with theirtemerity and inſolence offended : bur after this firſt 
Volly, his Guards having diſcharg'd theirs almoſt ac the Muzzle 
of the Musker, it was ſoon fſcen how much Valour can prevail 
over Numbers , and what Experience, and: Diſcipline can do 
againlt Brutality, and Diſorder, They ſhor fo right, and to fo 
good effect, that few gave fire, who did not carry his man, in- 
ſomuch that nine were kill'd out-right at this firſt Volley , and 
twelye more wounded: that were in little berrer condition ; io 
brisk a Charge having a litcle ſtartled choſe who were tormolt , la 
Reche with his Companions fell preſently ro work upon the Bar- 
Ticado to break it down , where they yet mer with ſome oppotiti- 
on, and where a Gentleman call'd la Serre, who would fight on 
foot with the Duke's Guards, among{t whom he had long born 
Arms, in mounting the Barricado, was by a'thruſt with a Hal- 
bert run quite through the ſhoulder, as ſome others were alſo 
more ſlightly wounded : bur in the end, the Duke who ſeconded And breaks 
his Guards, himſelf on Horſeback at the head of his Troop, break- *"70'R" 
ing in atthe paſlage they had open'd for him, forc'd the Defen- Horfe. 
dants to retire. 1ae- 

Yet was it not nevertheleſsto retreat-very far , the ſquander'd 
party ſoon recovering the other Barricades chat were aleng the 
{ame ſtreet, and thar call'd la Rite de Faures, leading towards the 
Part de la Grave. There were three ſtrong Barricado's in this Quar- 
| ter, which were all ſo obſtinately getended , thas at every one 
there were men ſlain on both {1des. The Duke there loſt a young The Dk: 
Gentleman of the Houle of Montagne , whom he had bred up a [Were 
Page, and whom but a 'tew days before he had made to take a do, 
Caffock in his Guards,, which unfortunate Youth came to fall _ 
dead at his feet: Anotherot the ſame condition call'd le Poity re- __” 
cciv'd his Deaths wound by a Musket ſhot that broke his ſhoul- flain, and 
der, five or ſix more-were allo. wounded , what with Muskets rr _ 
and Pikes , and the Duke had morcover a Gentleman ſhot be» 
hind him on Hotſeback ; all which oppolicion notwithſtanding, 
, cvery 
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every thing muſt give way to the valour of this little Party ; and 

la Roche, ſeeing his Maſter engag'd in ſo manifeſt a danger of his 

life, ſo bravely-expos'd both his own , and his fellows for his 
reſervation, that nothing was able to withſtand them. 

The five firſt Barricado's being forc'd,and taken,the Duke was 
inform's; that in that part of the Town towards: St; Creix , there 
were ſeveral others, ſome pertced, and others only begun : up- 
on which intelligence he thought it very requiſite to make uſe of 
the altoniſhment his firſt ſuccefles might poſſibly have imprinted 
inthe minds ofthe people, and:to go immediately to this ſecond 
occaſion; He met in truth with leſs reſiſtance art; theſe ; than the 
former, there was notwithſtanding ſomething every where to do, 
and he had alſo here ſome men wounded : bur it is not to be be- 
liev'd what infinitchazards he-ran that day 'in .his own perfon ; 
for being on Horſcback at the head of his Troop, and very re- 
markable by his gray: Beard, and Head, he-ſeem'd to be the 
mark at which-all che Musket«ſhot; Piſtols, and Stones were di- 
reted;, Neither was he'only'to apprehend thoſe that were ſhot 
at him fromthe Barticado's, his greateſt danger being from the 
Windows,-and ſo:much the more, by reaſon the Streers being ex- 
ceeding narrow , took: from him. all poſſibility of avoiding the 


ſhot, that was.pour'd perpendicular uponthia: - Even the women 


put him into no ſmall danger”, one ot which. fail'd bur little of 
braining him with a Flower-pot, which came ſo near as to fall 
upon his Horfes Crupper ; and a man through a Caſement, with .- 
his Muskercouch'd at his Check , was abour to let fly at him , ar 
no morethan ten paces diſtance , had he not been prevented by 
one of the Duke's Guard call'd ( audere , who eſpiea, and kill'd 
him. A greater reſolution, than this day appear'd in the /people, 
has hardly at any time becn obſerv'd ; which was ſuch, that even 
when the Duke's followers had made themſelves Maſters of the 
Barricades, they had much ado to make them retire 3 and when 
either they had taken their Arms from them, or tharthemlelves in 
deſpair had thrown them away, they cry'd out, and intreated, ra- 
ther tobe diſpatch'd than permitted to live to fee the Gabelle ime» 
pos'd upon them : So hard a thing is it to cure the minds of the 
people, when prepoſleſs'd with falle impreſſions. 

T hey could not nevertheleſs either by their obſtinacy, or the ill 
will chey had ſo violently manifeſted co the Duke's perſon , pro- _ 
voke him to conſent to more Blood, or greater Slaughter , than 
what had inevitably pals'd in the hear of the ation : he continu- 


Te Dake's Ally calling our to ſave the lives of the people ; neither was there 


_ _Clemency. 


aboye five and twenty, or thirty perſons kill'd upon the place,and 
ome 


———  — 


again inthe head of his Comrades; which ſecond agitation ha- 
vingputbim into a continued Fever, he dy'd a/few days after. 

.. The Duke having ſcour'd this great quarter of the City, and ' 
forc'd above three thouſand perſons to lay down their Arms,who 
had taken them up in this Commortion, carrying off with him his 
dead, and wounded, re:urn'd back to the Heſtel de Ville, to give his 
men alittle breath, who were almoſt tired outgand ſpent with che 
heat, and continuation of the Fight ; Bur it was only to take a 
very ſhort repoſe, for_ he was ſcarce alighted from his Horle, 
when he was advertis'd,that near to the Port de Saine Fulien, which 
is one of the principal Gates of the City , eight or nine hundred 
men wet intrench'd, within five great Barricades, that ſhut up all 
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the Avenues, by which there was any way to come to them. Theſe The Date 
Mutincers had a defign to make themſelves Maſters of this Gate, + pn 
| Which had been no hard matter for chem to do, by that means to occaſion, 
have let in the Country people thereabouts co their afſiſtance z hich he 
. . | . , CInccrs 
which they from without the Walls mainly cry'd our for, that they withour 


might ſhare in the Plunder of the City, which they bad already fighting. 


ſwallow'd in their imagination , and lopk'd upon it as a certain, 
and infallible Pcey. The Duke was a lictle ſurpriz'd to find he was 
to enter into new engagements , before he was well clear of the 
former : he knew very well that the ſmall number of men he had 
lefr, would be toofew to undertake this ſecond Enterprize ; yet 
would he not leave an action imperfe&t, which unleſs it was car- 
ried onto anabſolute, and total Vietory, he muſt of neccſliry loſe 
the fruits of what he had alrcady pertorm'd with ſo much Bravery 
"+ | WRES and 
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dio and ſucces. He reſoly'd therefore to draw fifty men out of | 
1635, the Garriſon of - (haſteau-Tronipette , all that could poſſibly be* 


ſpar'd from thence , and ſome ſmall Fifld-pieces to force 
Fooſe *Entrenchments with leſs dariger 5 than he had done the” 
other Bafticado's þ&ore. He had” tio ſooner tnade his preparari- 
on, and was ready to go againſt theſe people; when eirhera'pati 
nick t&tror, or the cohſideration of their Duty, or the Reſpeto' 
their Govetnours' perſon , whom they ſaw fo freely to expoſe 
himſelf for the publick Safery , rouch'd the heares of ſore h6-' 
neft Butgers of that part of the City ; who had, it ſhot]d ſeem, 
ſo much credit with the Seditious , as to make them capable of 
Reaſon, and ſenſible of cheir Duty, ſo. far as to preyail with them, 
wichoiit ſtaying to be compell'd unto ir, to ſend the Duke a Pro-' 
reſtation thar they would recarn to their Obedience ; which they 
accordingly did, atthe ſame time falling to work to open their 


| Barricado's: Sothat the Duke, preſencly advancing to ſee what. 


condition they were in, caus'd them to be torally beaten down in 
his own preſence. _ OL 

Whilſt on this fide of the Town the Duke went on atthis proſ- 
perous rate, there was new work cutting out for him in the other 
part of the City,had he been leſs ſacceſsful here : For although chat 
Quatter call'd du Chapean Rouge, was inhabited with a great many 
perſons of very good quality , who were heartily concern'd ar 
cheſe diſorders ; there were allo yery many who had been ſo pre- 
poſſeſy'd with talſe opinions, that they were much more enclin'd 
co joyn with the Seditious,than any waysto help to ſuppreſs them. 
Thele were doubtleſs the greater party, and theſe 4; been- put 
into Arms under the Captains of the City, if occaſion had been 
to have gone to the Duke's ſuccour : but by good fortune he ſtood 
in tio need of ſo dangerous a Relief; ir being almoſt certain that * 
they would hayeturn'd to the other fide, and, had neyer ſo little 
misfortune befall'n him,their Captains would have had very much 
ado to have with-held them ; but his ſucceſs prevented their evil 
purpoſe : So that ſeeing him return Viorious with ſo few For- 
ces, their Fury was turn'd into admiration, and they for that time 
farisfied chemſelves with muttering ſome diſcontent attheir Com- 
09% defeat, without farther manifeſting their malevolent de- 

ens by any conſiderable effes. 

Though this A&tion,that had had ſo violent a beginning and fo 
miraculous a concluſion, had made the Duke's generoſity , and 
good condutt admir'd by all; it had nevertheleſs withal madethe 
poor ſenſible of his weakneſs, by the few thatcame into his de- 
ence, inatime of ſogreat, and manifeſt danger, The Seditious 

: there- 
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therefore taking from thence axtuer meaſure of their own Forces, Ann 
and comparing their namibers with his, doubted nor, ſhould they 1635. 
come to a ſecond Tryal,-to dotheir work with greater facility : WY 
So that prepoſleſs'd with the hope of cheir curſed advantages, they 

highly, and publickly chrearned whar they would do , and doubr- 

leſs,had not the ſole reſpeR to the Duke's perſon with-held them, 

they had-again beraken themſelves to'Arms, and he would have 

been in very great danger to have periſh'd by the hands of che 

people, and to have ſuffer'd the moſt unfortunate death could poſ- 

ſibly bavearriv'd to any perſon of his condition. 

Prels'd therefore by the: hourly intelligence he recciv'd of the The D ike. 
evil diſpoſition thar ſtill continued in the minds of the people, he (mk... 
reſoly'd to diſpatch away Magnas in all ſpeed to Court, to let che count of th; 
King underſtand the eſtate of the City, and Province, and to nm 
beſeech his Majeſty to provide for the preſent evils, ahd againſt oo * 
tholc that were reaſonably to be fear'd for the time to come. In 
this Diſpatch he, above all things, was importunare that the Duke 
| dela alette his Son might be ſent away to him, that he might be 
aſſiſted by a ſecond felt in occaſions where the whole burthen of 
Aﬀairs were to depend upon his Fidelity, and care. In the 
mean time he writ to ſome Gentlemen of the Country ro-come 
ſpeedily into him, and morcover gave order for the raiſing lome - 
Forces in ſuch of his own Terricorics, as lay neareſt co the City. 

He had from thence ofren drawn ourto the number of above two 
thouſand good men , by which he had been exceedingly well 
ſerv'd upon ſeveral important occaſions : bur at this time (which 
will appear very ſtrange, and at which I obſerv'd him-to be more 
aſtoniſh'd, than ar any thing char:had hapned during the whole 
diſorder) he could nor ger ſo much as one man : ſo great was ei- 
- ther their terror, or. their correſpondence with the Mutineers, - . 
There came in indeed ſome Gentlemen, but with much ado, and Tye whote 
with very great danger, occaſion'd by the new diſorder ; which Province of 
we ſhall now ſee, for Magnas was no ſooner departed from him, oregon. 
but thatmoſtof the moſt conſiderable Cities of the Province, by tbo, 
the example of their Metropolis revolted; inſomuch that there was 970% ne 
ſcarce any, ſave. Montauban only, that contain'd it ſelf within the * A Sove- 
limits of its Duty, the reſt breaking out inco open. Arms, and +—\cdraps> þ 
committing every where all the barbarous a&s of an inhumane canfes chac 
fury. Amongſt all chelc horrid Riors, thoſe 'which were com- <oncernche 
mitted at 4gen were the moſt extreme. * La ( our des Aides was at Tales, "chal 
this time eſtabliſh d in this City ; and it was upoa the Officers of 4 T2x:+, or 
this Court, that they cxercis'd the moſt notable violence, all thac Cor 
the people could meet withal being miſerably burnc, or Maſſacred nd derec- 
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Anno (for in popular furics we {cldom read of ordinary executions) the 
1635. * Heus were handled after the ſame manner , many honeſt Bur- 
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gers were by their Enemies put into the number of Gabellers,and: 
bad the ſame meaſure : So that had not Preſident du Bernet (who 
was Preſident of the Chambre de F Elif , thar had its ſeat in the 
ſame City) oppos'd this Torrent of popular fury,” with greater 
vigour than was to be expected from a man of his /profeſſion', ir 
is certainly believ'd, that nor one man of condition' would have 
been left alive, in the whole City. Neither had the diſorderbeen 
leſs at Periguenx, had ic nor beea for the preſence of 'Vertamont, In- 
tendant de la Fuitice, forthe Duke knowing the humour of this 
people, enclin'd ro Licence, had.entreated Fertamont to gothither, 
under colour of ſome Commiſſion of his Intendancy ; 'where 
he was ſcarcely arriv'd, when the people roſe in Commotign , as 
in other places, falling upon ſome Officers of the Election , and 
other innocenc perſons, to makea horrid Maſſacre : And then it 
was, that Vertamont, abandoning the care of his own perſon , en- 
courag'd the Magiſtrates boldly to oppole the popular Fury, and 
putting himſelf in the head of them , made no difficulty to reſcue 
ſome poor people, who were going to be ſacrific'd to their barba- 
rous cruelty , out of the hands of the inſolent rabble : Sg that 
with an extraordinary fortune, the effe& of his generous /reſolus 
tion, he contain'd this City in irs Obedience , giving in himſelf 
at the ſame time, a great Example of Juſtice , and Moderation in 
ſo dangerous an occurrence, © | 
Though the Duke had enough to do in the City of Bordeaux, 
et did he not fail however, even in the midſt of cheſe confuſions; 
with incredible diligence,and care,to diſperſe his Orders through- 
out all parts of the Province; inthe remoreſt parts whereof , the 
report being ſpread, that allchings continued quiet at Bordeaux 
by the reſpe&t to the Dukes Authority, and Perſon, the other Ci- 
ties that had taken Arms by the example of this , quiered them- 
ſelves alſo by the ſame conſideration , by which means the Licence 
of the people was kept within ſome moderate bounds ; a mode- 
ration nevertheleſs thac hung by ſo'ſlender a thred, chat upon the 
leaſt occaſion worſe and more dangerous Commations were to be 
expected. The Duke had no Forces, neither was any to be hop'd 
for our of any partof the Province; and it was a matter of ex- 
traordinary difficulty to lend him any from any other place ; ſo 
that he was conſtrain'd in ſogreat an exigency, to have recourſe 
ro other means, and to cauſe lome of the promoters of this Sedi- 
tion to be treated withal , for the bringing abour of that, which 
he ſaw no other poſſible way to cffe& : Wherein he allo ſucceeded 
lo 
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ſo-well, that thele people allur'd by promiſes of Indemnity, and Anno ; 
ſome hopes of reward , gave themlelves up abſolucely to his dif- 1635. 
pole; ſothat itwas by this policick way of proceeding he inthe WWW 
end totally ſecur'd both the City of Bordeaux; and the whole Pro- 
vince of Guienne. The diſorder had continued fo long, and wich 
ſo much noiſe, thatthere was few of the Incendiaries, who were 
not in every quarter particularly known, of which there were ve- 
ry many who had formerly born Arms in the King's Regiments 
of Foot; and'who, being grown weary of that profeſſion, were 
rcturn'd againto their old Trades. . Theſe men wrought upon by 
the Duke's Exhortations, and the greateſt part of them more- 
over.touch'd wirh the ſence of the moderation he had exercis'd to- 
wardsthem, notwithltanding the greatneſs of their offences, pro- 
mis'd him,that nothing ſhould paſs amongſt the people, of which 
he ſhould not have continual notice; and they were as good as 
their words, giving him by their conſtant intelligence, means and 
opportunity ro prevent thoſe evils, which otherwiſe would infal- 
libly have given the laſt blow to the publick Peace, 
. The Commotions of the Ciry were no ſooner in ſome meaſure 
appeas'd, butthatthe madneſs diffus'd ic ſelf into the Villages of 
' theadjacent Country. Thele people having in the time of one of Tie Boors 
the foremention'd Murtinies, taken occaſion to rifle lome Houſes 

of the Ciry, were return'd with their Booty to their own homes , 
by whoſe ill example, their Neighbours were ſo excited to Ra- 
pine, thatin a moment all the Boors threw away the inſtruments 
of their labour , and betook themſelves to Arms. In this PO» 
ſture they rob'd the Country houſes, they aſſembled chemſelves  : 
in great numbers in all che Suburbs of Bordeaux, and would at- 
tempt to make their way into the City it ſelf ; where they were 
ſo much deſired by the baſeſt of rhe people, that they did their 
endeavours allo to lecthem in. The greateſt appearance of them 
was in the Suburb de Saint Surin,to which place the Duke's houſe 
was near enough for him to hear their clamours , and hideous 
yells, and from his Chamber Window thar look'd into the Fields 
to ſeethe Fire they had kindled in ſeveral houles, of which the 
greateſt part were miſerably conſum'd. Ar the fightof thele bar- The Duke 
barous Riots, it was impoſlible to detain him ; bur, although he 9 © 
was atlaſtfall'n into an almoſt unintermitted indiſpoſition,he got i 
out of his bed; mounted to Horſe by night, and wich forty or *b<n, 
fifry Gentlemen, his Guards, and ſome of the Town Compa- 
nies, went out towards theſe Mutincers. They had fortified 
themſelves in ſeveral places of the Suburb , had Barricado'd the 
Church, and made a countenance of reſolution to detend them- 
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Anno (elves; neverthelels at the Duke's arrival, they almoſt all disban- 
1635. ded, andran away, none ſaving thole in che Church making any 
WY» refiſftance, who allo at the firſt Volley was diſcharg'd upon them, 
fled after their fellows ; when the Cavalry putting themſelves in 
purſuit of thoſe who had recover'd the Fields , ſome forty or fifty 
And &iſpzr- of thera were miſerably ſlain. Ic is not to be imagin'd how 
ſes then.  ftrangely the Duke was afflited at the death of ; theſe wretched 
people : This little evil neverthelels conduc'd very much to a far 
greater good ; for the report of this Execution diſperſing. itielf in 
a moment, throughout the whole Province , the other Country 
people who ſate, expeRting che good, or evil ſucceſs of their fel- 
lows, made themſelves, for this year, wile by the example of - their 
misfortune ; and withour- engaging in the folly of the greater 
Cities, were content to fic ſpeQators of their Tumulrs, and Diſ- 
orders, There were indeed hardly any more after this action, for 
the Duke de la Palette coming preſently after to the Duke his Fa- 
ther, they bent their joynt endcavours co the healing of ſome ſe- 
cret diſcontents that yet remain'd in the minds of the people ; 
when having, by gentle and obliging ways, made them ſenſible of 
their late miſcarriages, and of their Duty, and Obedience for the 
From time tocome, they ſoon after, by the King's Order , publiſh'd an 
whence » Act of Oblivion for all things that were paſs'd ; a Grace his Ma- 
calm enſues. ; ty had been pleas'd to grantco their interceſſion , and at their 
Ladle requelt. 2 | | . 
= Dove. | Who could have imagin'd that ſo many brave Actions of the - 
re-allhis Duke's (whether conſider'd in thedangersto which he was ſo ofs 
| braveSer- | ten oblig'd to expoſe his Perſon ; the great condu@ wherewich 
0 they were carried on, orthe utility that deriv'd from them to the 
publick repoſe) that thoſe Actions I ſay ought to have ſerv'd for a 
pretence tothe blackeſt , and moſt. hateful calumny , chat could 
poſlibly have been invented co the prejudice of his Honour ? ſr 
was nevertheleſs the fruit, and reward of his brave Service , after 
which no man certainly is ever again to repine at DetraCtion,, or 
complain of Envy. Briet, a Counſellor in the Parliament of Bor- 
deaux, openly profels'd himſelf to be no friend to the Duke, and 
ſecretly nouriſh'd in his boſom an implacable hatred, both to his 
Perſon and Name 3 inſtigated therefore with this accurſed paſſi- 
- on, he writ to the Archbiſhop of Bordeaux (who was no better in- 
clin'd to the Duke) that it was to be prov'd, the Duke himſelf had 
beenthe Author of all theſe Commotions ; that it was he- who 
bad ſo long fomented them, and that he would again revive them 
whenever hethoughtit convenient ſo todo, for the promoting 
of his own Authority in the Province, and to get himlelf a Repu- 
cation 


% 


_—_— 


Book XI. rhe Dake of Eſpernon, wk 


tation at Court, He had not always wric after this manner, but "A4nns 

on the contrary, after the aQion of the Barricades , the 15 '- of Cz: 
June, compell'd to it by the vertue of Truth, which will dart hee 0 
Rays through the darkeſt Clouds of Malevolence and Envy, he 

had writ to Monſter de la Crilliere , Secretary of State ,* with 

whom he had a particular Familiaricy and Correſpotidence, a 

Letter that was lefitto the Duke, containjng theſe words. 


SIR 51: | | 
* If you be cutious toknow what paſs'd here upon Friday laſt, 
<1 ſend you this ſhort, and true Account of it, as I could inform 
* my felt from the beſthands. This Action of our Goyernour 
« was very great, and perform'd with great Bravery, Judgment, 
* and-Fortune : had any ſiniſter Aion befallen him, we had all 
&* been loſt, and for my part I cannot but highly eſteem him. I 
& have nothing more at preſent , but that , &c, From Bordeaux 
« the 1$® of June +635. Butif he had in the'beginniing ſo high- 
ly applauded this Action , he had wich no-leſs malignity cenſur'd 
the ſequel of ir, and the ſiniſter interpreration he put upon the 
Duke's good intentions, wrought ſo much the greater effect , by 
how much they fell upon a ſpirit diſpos'd of old andof it ſclifts 
convert to ill, what good loever could come from the Duke's 
ſide. The Archbiſhop therefore with open Arms embrac'd this 
new occaſion of doing him a new miſchief; he ſpoke of itto 
Cardinal Richelien, of whom hetaſily obtain'd order to writeto 
Briet , as he alſo did, thathe might promiſe both impunicy, and 
rewardto ſuch as ſhould prove the Duke of Eſpernn to be the 
Author of theſe Diſorders. The Archbiſhop's Letters ro Briet, 
which were intercepted, ſpoke in theſe terms , and in others far 
more odious than theſe. Briet having receiv'd this Order, caus'd 
che Hoſt of the Petit More, the firſt, and one of the chiefeſt Ring- 
leaders, that had appear'd in this Sedicion, to be ramper'd wichal, 
cauſing him tobe often ſpoken to,and tempred by one of his own 
- Domeſticks,who was very familiar with him: bur cheFellow,what 
promiſes ſoever they could make him, would never be corrupred The bone- 
into ſo foul apraRtce; and the Duke's good Fortune would have 7.9 2ne 
it, that there was honeſty enough in this man to ſecure him from tinters. 
thoſe dangers, wherein perſons of a much more eminent condi- - 
tion would otherwiſe have involv'd him. 

The Duke as yet knew nothing of the Miſchief that was brew- 
ing againſt him ; but on the contrary , relying upon the merit of 
his Services, and the acknowledgment the King had made him 
hopefor in all his diſpatchcs , he had never liv'd at greater caſe in 

his 
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his Government, than he thought he might expe to do for the 


timeto come. In his Majeſties Diſpatchof 4h 
writto the Duke theſe words. = 


.: Coulin, 11$095 (MAS * 3 3:1: Ts - 7 F| 
- <1 undcrſtand,by your Letters of the 17''- and hinetcenth in- 
* fant, and by theRelation annex'd unto them; beſides the Ac- 
* count | receiv'd from the Sieurde Maznas , the Diſorders that 
« have hapned in my City of Bordeaux; whoſe ill example has 
* alſo produc'd che like InſurreQions in leveratother Cities, and 
© places of my Province of Guienze : which-Lconceive.ta be of ſo 
© high importance, that, had not powerful and-ſpeedy. Remedies 
« been ſeaſonably applyed , worſe, and more. Hangeroys Conſe- 
© quences were yet.tO be fear'd, as it had doubtleſs fall:n;qut in my 
q hid City of Bordeaux, if by, your wonted Bravery, and Wildom, 
* you had pot oppos'd the Torrent of that Mutinous People, And 
& as all the, Accounts-have been given me of that buſineſs, as well 
© by the Prigcipal Officexs of my ſaid City, as other my Servants 
* agree in this, Thatyour Valour, together wich your Zeal and 
© Aﬀe&tionto my Service, have been equally eminent ,upon this 
© occalion;; ſo can not,omir to aſſure you, that I am ſo highly ſa- 
© tisfied wich.your behaviour, that no opportunity ſhall ever pre- 
* ſent ir ſelf, wherein | may manifeſt my ſence of your good Ser- 
* vice in-this Aﬀair,by the cfte&s of my Favour and Aﬀecton, bur 
«ou {ball find mac; very ready to embrace it: which the: Sieur de 
* HMeaguas (hall the more expreſsly confirm to you on my behalf, 
* ec. The Duke's other performances upon this occaſion receiv'd 
from his Majeſty the ſame Approbation, and Applauſe, andin all 
apparence he ought to reſt very well ſatisfied with the Acknow- 
ledgment his Majeſty was pleas'd to profels ; when on a ſudden, 
and without dreaming in theleaſt of any ſuch marter, he ſaw him- - 
ſelf reduc'd to the neceſſity of a Juſtification, He did not how- 
ever doit after theſubmils and abje& manner of a guilty man, 
but on the contrary, confident in the ſecurity of a good. Conſci- 
ence, he had no ſooner notice of the aſperſion had been caſt upon 
him; but thar he ſent away immediately to the King, to demand 
his Majeſties Juſtice, and writ to the Cardinal himſclf,complain- 
ing, that ſome perſons had made uſe of his name to ſuborn falſe 


e laſt ob June, he, 


22 C). 


Wirnefles, to the prejudice of him, and his Honour. The King 


ranted him his deſire, permitting him to proſecute his ſatisfacti- 
onin the Parliament of Pars; and the Cardinal, after having 
utterly deny'd the giving of .any Order to the prejudice of the 
Duke's Intereſts , or that he ever doubted of his Candour, and 
| Bn, the 
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the ſincerity of his intentions, writ him an anſwer in theſe Anno 


words, | | 1635. 
WW NI 


My Lord, | 
'© I have receiv'd the Letter you was pleas'd to ſend me, and Cardinal 
* conferr'd with .dounfieur de Magnas, abour the occaſion of his vs 
« Tourney; inan{wer whereunto | have nothing to return ,*but' '» he. 
” this, that neither the King, nor any of his Servants, have ever Nv&<of 
** doubted in;the leaſt of the fincerity of your affe&tion to. his 2/08 
* Service, or of. yoar paſſion to the proſperity of his Aﬀairs ; or 
© that you had inthe late bulineſs of Guienne, any other, thanche 
© ſame deſires with his Majeſty , and his Council; . for which I 
- ©ſhallever very willingly be your Caution. If any perſons have 
* reported otherwiſe, they muſt have done ir meerly out of:delign 
** to ex you, and nortthat they could thernſelves believe it, ir be- 
"ing notco be imagin'd, that any one can be fo ſenſlels, who 
"knowing what has bapned at Bordeaux, and how you have be- 
* hav'dyour ſelfjn thoſe diſorders, can poſſibly doubt, that you 
* did not upon that occaſion contribute all that in you lay, or 
"that could be expefted from your Vigilancy , and Valour to - 
© the ſecurity of the|Province. I do therefore conjure you to ſer 
_ ©<yourheart at reſt, for any thing of thatkind, and to believe that 
© neitherthe King, nor any of his Servants, who have the honour 
© to be about him, can poſſibly either upon this, or any other oc« 
*calion, entertain the leaſt thought to your prejudice. Hi s Ma- 
« jeſty has caus'd the Sieur de Briet to be ſent unto to come ſpeedi- 
ly bither, &c. | | 
The Cardinal could not in truth haye writ to the Duke afcer 
a more obliging manner, or have carried himſelf more civilly to 
him, than he did at the beginning of. this Aﬀair, permitting Ju- 
ſice to be executed upon the fellow Briet had employ'd to cor- 
xupt the Petit More , who by Sentence of Parliament was con- 
demn'd to make the Duke honourable latisfation , and with a 
Torch in his hand, and a Halter about his Neck in his Shirt, to 
be Carted through the City of Bordeaux, and to ſerve ten years in The Dake 
the Gallies, which was accordingly executed upon him: but (*eetes 
when it came to the buſineſs of Briet himſelf, who had rcaſon aion. 
ro apprehend the iſſue of his cauſe, ſince he who had only been 
| the Inſtrument of the Miſchiet, whereof he had becn the Con- 
triver, had been ſo roughly hatidled, the Cardinal incerpos'd his 
Interelt with the Parliament in his behalt; who having once ap- 
pear'd in his favour, his Power had lo greatan Aſcendanc over all 
other Powers, how great ſocyer in the Kingdom, that it was im- 
Bbbb poſſible 
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4nmo pofiible upon this occaſion to obtain Juſtice contrary to his will 


1635. and pleaſure; ſo that the Duke notwithſtanding all the Impor- 
' 7 tanities he could after uſe, could never obtain from Briet the leaſt 


Bur not full. 


Reparation. NE 

If the Duke was wounded to have this Juſtice deny'd him, in 
fo publick and ſo ſenſiblea wrong , he was nolels afifted at che 
Order he ſoon after receiv'd, to permit that Briet mighr come, 
and execute the FunQions of his Office in Parliament, in all ſe- 
curity and freedom : He had expected at leaſt:that he ſhould be 
detain'd at Paris, and that his Majeſty would have had that com- 
placency to his juſt indignation, as to have remov'd'ſo hareful an 
obje& from his ſight. But he ſaw very plainly, that the Cardinal 


| wasthe Author of this Command : He knew alſo very well, 


The Cardis 
nalde laV a- 
lette {ent at 
che head of 
a great Ar- 
my iro 
Germany. 


how dangerous a thing it was, either to contradie , or provoke 
him.: But how great ſoever his Credit might be, the violent effe&s 
whereof he had already felt, he would notwithſtanding never 
ſubmit to his will, nor lay down the Animoſicy he bad juſtly ca-' 
kenup againſt a perſon from whom he had receiv'd (o irreparable 
an Offence. - v 932 G42. 1 - 

Whilſt the Duke was perplex'd with theſe troubleſome Afﬀairs, 
both in his own Government, and at Court, the Cardinal de 1; 
Palette/his Son had been employ'd in the conduRt of the greateſt 
Army: his Majeſty had at that time on foot , the Command 
whereof was equally divided betwixt Duke Yeimar and him. And 
if the Jcalouſie of our Confederates (who had oblig'd ourtwo 


| Generals toenter a good way into Germany to their Succour) had 
| not bounded their Conqueſts, it is moſt certain they had made a 
 veryconſiderable progreſs into this mighty Empire. But thoſe 


who had implor'd their aſſiſtance, chooſing rather to be left weak, 
as they were, than to ſce the French Name rais'd to a greater 


; height of Glory, and Reputation, by the ViRories they would in- 


A brave 
Retcrear of 
the Gardi- 
nal de la Va- 
lette. 


fallibly have obtain'd over thoſe of their own-Nation, it was im- 
poſſible to perſwade them to joyn their Forces with ours.' By 
which tergiverſation, if (as they did) they depriv'd our Generals 
of the advantages they might reaſonably expe, ir was alſo to 
make them acquirethe honour of fo brave a Retreat , as might 
juſtly berank'd with the moſt famous ViRories. Our Army, be- 
ing advanc'd a great way into Germany, had all the Forces of the 
Emperour pour'd ypon them, in which condition they had not 


J 


only the Rhine, bur ſeveral other Rivers alſo, and difficult paſſes to 


.£o over, and break through, - before they could return into their 


own Countrey. Which notwithſtanding they did , with their 
Swords in their hands ; neither the incommodities of the ways, 
nor 
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nor che interpoſition of the Enemy, being able toſtop them: ſo Anno 
that they fought eight days together almoſt without intermiſſion, 1635. 
leaving the ways, by which they made their rerreat, much more re- SAY 
markable by the blood of their Enemies , than by char of their 
own Souldiers, | 

Though the mouths of all men were full of the praiſe of- this 
Action, that the Court appear'd to be infinitely ſatisfied with it, 
and thar the Duke himfelt from all parts receiv'd congratulatory 
applaules of ſo great an exploit in che perſon of his Son; he had The Date 
notwithſtanding much rather this Son, advanc'd into the Church 0 
by his Learning, Birth, and Fortuneto ſo eminent a degree of pate 
| Dignity, and Reputation, ſhould wholly have apply'd bimſelfro $1, 9,0 
her Service, vdhan that he ſhould expole {fo dear a Lite to ſo dan- follow che 
gerous aProfeſſion. He ever apprehended it would be fatal'to 2j%<"2n 
him, and theref@re had done all he could co diflwade him from it, 
employing to that end the endeavours of ſeveral his moſt 
intimate Friends and Servants : burall in vain, either the hu- 
mour of the Time, the inclination of his Son ,, the neceſfiry of 
| his Deſtiny, orall cogether ſtill prevailing with him , above the 
fears or foreſight of lo affeQtionare a Father. | 

The Duke arriv'd now at an extreme old Age, wornout, and Th: Duke 
ſpent with the labours he had undergone during thele Commo- of; wy 
tions, and the Vexations that had ſucceeded, was again in the bes roully lick, 
ginning of Winter lciz'd by a very troubleſome, and very violent 
Diſeaſe. This ſealon, for ſeveral years , had never paſ'd over, 
without producing ſtrange alterations in his health , inſormuch 
that he would often ſay , he perceiv'd in the end ic would do his 
buſineſs, and that hecould not long defend himſcit againſt rwo 
Winters at once, that of Age, and that of ghe Seaſon, as ic indeed 
fell out. At this time every one delpair'd of his Lite, and chere- 
port of his Death,char was ſpread in all parts, follow'd a few days 
after with thecertain news of his Recovery , having aftoniſh'd 
allche world, that now ſcarce pals'd any longer for raillery,which 
had ſo pleaſantly been ſaid, That he had out-liv'd the Age of dying. 
In truth all Forein Parts, having for the ſpace of threeſcore and 
eight, or threeſcore and ten years been continually full of the 
| great Name of Eſpernon, finding him ſtill in their Gazects , one 
whilecaking Towns, another in the head of Armies; now Tri- 
umphing, and again in Diſgrace: buteverin ſomegreat andil- 
Iuſtrious Occaſion, Strangers conceiv'd of him, that this muſt 
be the Grand-child of that Duke of Eſpernon, who. had been the 
Fayourite of Henry the II. of France, and could not perſwade 
themſelves that the lives of crwo men could furniſh this Hiſtory 
with ſo many important Actions, Bbbbz The 
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The Duke, whilſt he was yer ſick, and eveniin the worſt of his 
Sickneſs, had an inckling of ſome deligns the Spaniard had upon 
ſeveral Frontiers of this Kingdom, and particularly upon thoſe - 
of his own Government ; of which to be better afſur'd , he was 
careful to ſend chither ſuch perſons , as were cpable of diſcove- 
ry, and as he durſt truſt, to bring him crue intelligence of whar 
paſs'd amongſt our Neighbours abroad. By theſe Spies he under- 
ſtood that all the Frontiers of 4rragon, Biſcay, Guipuſcaa, and + 


other finitimous Provinces of Spain, . had order to make Prepara- 


tion of Arms, and were tO ſet out a certain number of Souldi- 
ers by an appointed day : Thar to thele Provincial Forces they 
would moreover adde leveral ſtanding Regiments, and of both 
rogether ro make up a conſiderable Body, Of all which the Duke 
was. fo preciſely inform'd , that he did not only know the number 
of men, bureven the names of all the Captains who were to 
Command them. Neither did he fail ro {cad che King an Account 
of the Intelligence he had receiv'd : but our great Miniſters were 
ſo taken up with other nearer, and more immediate Aﬀairs, that 
they were not much concern'd at a danger two hundred Leagues 


from Paris." They therefore contented theriilelves with writing to 


che Duke, that he ſhould cauſe Bayonne (the place that was prin- 
cipally threatned to be fortified at the Charge of the Inhabitants . 
and asto the reſt, that he was by his Wiſdom, and Intereſt , to 
provide for all chings within the Precincts of his Command. 
Theſe Orders ſo general, and of ſo vaſt a Latitude , had formerly 
been the fulleſt Commiſſions the Romans were wont to give their 
Generals in the greateſt neceſſities of Publick Danger : but they 
were inour times the narrowelt, and the moſt limited that could 
poſſibly be granted, who had the King's Intereſt commirred to 
cheir Truſt, There were,already others eſtablifth'd by Law,which 
no one without being Criminal was to exceed , and thoſe were, 
T hat no one ſhould make Leavies, either of Men, or Mony , without 
Order by Letters Patents from the Council : That no one ſhould mount 
Artillery, or take neceſſary Arms out of the Arſenals , without ſpecial 
Order ſo to do. Sothar all the Power of the Kingdom , reſiding 
in the perſons of che Prime Miniſters, no Governour could make 
uſe of his own, without incurring the danger of Cenſure. The 
Dukeknowing, that in the. evil diſpoſition the Court then was 
as towards him, this was only a device to make him run into ſome 
error, that mightdraw the King's Indignation upon him, wiſely 
fear'd to be involy'd inthoſe Calamities, under which, for Caules 
light enough in themſelves, he had ſeen men of great Quality, 
and Merit to periſh , was. not caſie to be trap'd that way. He 

therefore 
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therefore again-writ tothe King for. more preciſe Orders in occur- Anno 
rences that might happen, and in chole dangers he had huntbly i636. 
repreſented to him ; and intheend, with much importunity, ob- © 
tain'd Order to ſend an Engineer to Bayonne, to ſee it fortified {as 1 
far as forty thouſand Livers would extend ; the one half whereof 1-n4crly 
wasto be rais'd our of his Majeſties Revenue, and the other up- onde of vIY 
on the Inhabitants of the place. The Duke, ſceing he could ob- Frontiers. | 
rain no more, did as he was commanded, and began ſome For- 
rifications, which the want of moncy caus'd to beleft imperfe&, 
and by that means the Town leftin a weaker condition , than if 
nothing had been done artall, "098 

This Afﬀair, which at this time was the only one of momentin 
the Province, being put into this forwardnels, the Duke conceiv'd 
he had now leiſureto look alittle 'after the recovery of his own 
health 3 which that he might do at betcer convenience, and greater 
vacancy, from the perpetual diſtraction of the Aﬀairs of the Pro- 
vince, he humbly intreated the King to give him leave for a few 
days to,retire himſelf to Plaſſac, to the end he might ar greater li- 
berty make uſe of thoſe remedies,that were proper for his Diſeaſe. 
The King without any difficulty, and in _ favourable terms, 
granted his ſojuſt requeſt : whereupon he accordingly in the be- 
ginning of May came to his Houſe of Plaſſac, .but it was to make 
a very ſhort ſtay, he being ſcarcely there arriv'd , but that he re-. 
ceiy'd Order to return ſpeedily into Guienne, to look after the Af- 
fairs, that very much requir'd his Preſencethere, The-great Pre- 
parations that were every where making by the Enemies of 
France, to invade ir, obliging him to provide allo for his defence ; 
' ashedid, andthatſo well, as in the end turn'd all their deſigns co 
their own confuſion. There never perhaps in this Kingdom had 
been more to do for thegreat men ot ic, than atthis time, and as 
the Government of, Guienne by its vaſt extent, made up one of 
the moſt important, and conſiderable Members of the State ; fo 
did it conſequently produce for its Governour, ſo many, and fo va- 
rious Aﬀairs, that it is to be wondred at, a man of fo extreme an 
Age could undergo ſo many, and ſo continual labours. 

The firſt thing the Duke did after his return into the Province 
(which was in the latter end of May } was to execute an Expreſs 
Commiſſion had been directed to him from the King, for the en- 
rolling the * EdiQt de (riie, newly paſs'd by his Majeſty , for the * A 5caure 
addition of one Preſident, and twelve Counſellors to the Parlia- of Augnen- 
ment of Bordeaux. This Afﬀair could not paſs without encoun- 
tring ſeveral Difficulties, all the other Parliaments of France were . 
charg'd with the ſame Augmentations proportionably to the extent 


of 
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Anno of their ſeveral Juriſdi&ions ; this being therefore a common'in- 


1636. tereſt amongſt ſo many men of condition, it begat alſo a grear 
LV correſpondency amonſtthem to oppoſeit. The King having fore- 


ſcen, and expeRed all theſe obſtacles from the Parliament of Bor- 
deaux, thought fitro inveſt the Duke with as much Authority, as 
he could himſelf defireto overcome them ; wherein his Maje- 
ty, and thoſe of his Council doubted not, but- that he would 
' withgreart alacrity pur all his Orders into levereExccution:: they 
knew very well chat there had been perpetual tcuds berwixt him, 
and that Afſembly, and, as ir uſually falls out, deſfigh'd co make 
their own advantage of thoſe Diviſions :- but the Duke taking a 
quite contrary courlein this Aﬀair, than what they had expe&tcd 
at Courr, ſatisfied himſelf with only giving the Parliamentto un- 
derftand what, ſhould it come to the puſh, he had power to do, 
in caſe the King ſhould not be obey'd ; exhorting them withal 
by their Wiſdoms to prevent, what he for his part would avoid, 
as far as was conſiſtent with his Duty 3 and remonſtrating to 
them, thatina concern of this kind, they ſhould not find him 
any ways to aft by his own particular paflion ; neither would he 
cither uſe, or abule the King's Name to ſatisfie his own Reſent- 
ments. This diſcreet, and moderate way of proceeding, having 
in time wrought upon ſome lpirits, chat. a more violent courſe 
' might perhaps have provok'd into more untoward reſolutions, 
ſucceeded fo well, that by this means he procur'd a very conſide- 
rable aſfitance to the advancement of his Majeſties Afﬀairs; and 
that even with the good will, and free conſent of the Company, 
whole intereſts in return he husbanded, upon this occaſion , with 
the ſame tenderneſs, and care, asif they had effectually been his 
OWN» 

Act the ſame timethat theſe Affairs were in agication in Gaienne, 
the Enemy, who-had been long preparing for ſome notable En- 
cerprize, was now ready on all {tides to invade the Kingdom ; to 
provide therefore for the neceſlary expence in fo critical an occaſi- 
on (all ordinary , and extraordinary ways beſides having becn 
found to fall ſhort) the King was conſtrain'd to lock up his Trea- 
ſure from all other Expences, which did not direaly reſpet the 
War: ſothatall the great mea of the Kingdom ſaw themſelves 
excluded from all poſſibility of extrafting from thence their En- 
tertainments, Penſions, or other Aſſignments of right belonging, 
and annex'd unto their ſeveral Offices, and Commands. To ſup- 
ply which defe&, part of thele expences were thrown upon the 
_ people; they beganarleaſt ro impole upon them the Entertains 
ments of the Goyernours of Provinces to be Leavied uponthem, 


by 


—___ 
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by Commilſlions of the * Taille. Bullion, Sur-Intendant of the Fi- Anno 
naxces,. who profels'd a particular Friendſhip to the Duke of &- 1636. 
pernon, and pretended to be very lolicitous of his Intereſts, offer'd 5 
him one of theſe Impofitions for the payment of his Salary ; ad- 1opotts. 
viling him moreover, that out of this ſtock he ſhould pay himſelf 
feveral Arrears that were dueto him : but the Duke reje&ed the 
propolition, with a generoſity never enough to be commended; 
ſending him word, *© That having for above threeſcore years Arareex- 
* ſerv'd the Kings of Prance, without ever touching peny of the ern 
© Afignationsthey had pleas'd to think him. worthy of ; except- co the peo-. 
© ing what came immediately out of the Exchequer, he would not *'* 
* begin towards his latter end, to extra a ſubliſtence outof the 
« poor and miſerable people, he ſaw every day periſh before his 
< eyes for want of Bread : Thar being plac'd in his Governmenc 
© to ſerve the King, and to govern his People , it was from the 
&* Mafter he ferv'd,and not from thoſe he commanded, that he was 
"ro expe&this Reward: That he had much rather be redue'd cothe 
© bare Revenueof his own Eſtate, thanto ſee his Name in the Ex- 
*ciſe Office,or his Tablefurniſh'd out at the price of the Poor.Such 
as ſolicited his buſineſs for him at Court, to render him more fa- 
cile to their perſwaſions , repreſented ro him the example of all 
the other great men of the Kingdom, as well Princes as others, ' 
who they ſaid received now not one farthing any other way : Bute 
all would nor prevail; he returning anſwer, ** Thar he did not 
< take upon him to condemn any one for ſo doing, but that he 
« did not nevertheleſs-conceive himſelf oblig'd to Flow the Ex- 
« amples of anywhomſecyer, and that he had much rather un- 
« dergo the imputation of Singularity,in doing a thing hechoughe- 
4 to bejuſt, than to do the contrary in imiration of all the world 
&« beſides. And indeed he continued to the laſt fo conſtanc in this 
noble, and generous Reſolution, that he never after receiv'd one 
peny of any of his Aſhgnments, not ſo much as of chole that 
&© were due for the year before: So that at his Death he had near 
upon ſeven years Arrears due to him , amounting to #bove five 
hundred thouſand Livers: By which it may be judg'd how much 
his ſtrongeſt inclinations (for I cannot deny but that he was ex- 
ceedingly cloſe handed in very many things) gave place to Inte- 
reſts, wherein his Honour was concern'd, 

If in this particular he was ſo ſolicirous of cafing the King's 
Subjects that were under his Government, even tothe prejudice of 
his own Intereſts; he was no leſs careful to keep them within the 
juſt limics of cheir Obedience, and Duty. The gathering in of 
the I ailles was at this time a matter of fo great difficulty , - - 

ever 
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ſeveral neighbouring Provinces, as in Poiftou, Xaintonge, and in 
Angoumois, the people were in manifeſt Rebellion, ; The Duke de- 
terminately oppos'd himſelf againſt this ill example, and would 
never. tolerate the leaſt Diſobedience to his: Majefties:Royal Plea- 


ſure; a ſtricnels that being for their licencious Conſtieucions, 


orat leaſt in their Opinions roo levere, .made the; people” no; leſs 
murmur at him, for being too rough , than he: was-cenſur'd at 
Court for being too indulgent : But he was no maremov'd wich 
Corplaincs of the one, than the Jealouſie of theotber; andhis 
own latisfaction being his only Object, he did got much regard 
any other, than what he found in his own Conſcience: 

\ Though the Duke's mind was taken up wich ſo many Afﬀairs 
of great-difficulty, and trouble , he had yer ſo--much room. left | 
there, as to allow ſomething to his own: particular: reſentments, 
which would ever upon occaſion crowd{in for a: place with the 
Publick Concerns, The impunity of Brier, and the liberty had 
been granted to him again to' execute his Officein/the Parliamenc 
of /Boxdeaux, before his face, and as it were'ih defiance of him; 
was inſupportableto ſuch a ſpiric , as that he was poſle(s'd with- 
al. fo that, what command ſoever the King had been pleas'd!to 
lay upon him, to permit him ſo to do, it was impoſlible forhim 


' topay his Majeſty tharcheartul Obedience in this , he did-in all 


otheroccaſions. To which indigeſtive humour of his, his Ani- 
molity {bat too juſt in ic ſelf) being every day exaſperated more, 
and more by new Proyocations; he , inthe end, was no longer 
able ſo to conquer his paſſion ; bur that his patience, being woun- 
ded tothe laſt degree , muſt of neceſſity overflow: all bounds of 
moderation, and proccedto ſome effects of Revenge; fo difpro» 
portionate nevertheleſs to the Injuries he had receiv'd , that « zoe 
the one-lide he was frugal of his own Conſcience in ſparing the 
Blood. of an Enemy, he was not however excus'd from the 
blameof undertaking , and that with great buſtle and noile, a 


| thing of little, or no moment, and that notwithſtanding had ke 
 tohayetunn'd very much to his own prejudice. Afcer therefore 


the Duke had reje&ted the propoſal of one of his own Souldiers, 
who offcr'd to ſtab Brier, andto do it after ſuch a manner.,. that 
hecould never beſuſpeRted for the Murther ; he commanded four 
of his Foot-men to kill his Coach-Horles in the open Street. This 
Command was executed one day, that Brier was returning out of 
the City to his own Houſe; when his Coach-man being aſſaulted 
by thele four Foort-men, they firſt pull'd him out of his Coach- 
box, and afterwards thruſt their Swords into the Flancks of the 
Horſes ; whereupon the poor Beaſts enrag'd with the ſmart of 

1 - their 


_ TY — 


their Wounds, ran awzy full ſpced, hurcying | the Coach, and 


till ar laſt, at one and che ſame inftant , upon the paycment they 
fell down, and dy'd. Brier, who nad ar firſt been terribly frighted 
with chic ſight of the Swords, was not much leſs afraid of his 
Hoxſes precipitous Career, which was allo all che harm he re- 
ceiv'd; the Coach ſtop'd, andoverturn'd art the death of the Hor- 
ſes, giving him time ro.come our, half dead with Fear, and to re- 


tire to-his own Houſe. The Relation of this buſineſs was imme- The Parlia- 
ment of Bor- 
. - deaux inte- 
him matter of entertainment , and laughter for an hour after: reit chem- 
ſelves in rhe 
affront of- 


diately carried tothe Duke , which ſhadow of Revenge was to 


- Butthe Parliament took ir after a quite contrary manner , who 
offended to the height at the Injury done to one of their Robe, the 
" nextday aſſembled their ſeveral Chambers , ro enquire into the 
Fact : There was none of them who were not very well ſatisfied 
witch the Juſtice of the Duke's reſentment, and who would nor 
have approv'd of his Revenge , had it proceeded a great deal fur- 
ther : butthere was alſo hardly any one of them,who did not in- 
cereſt himſelf in.the offence offer'd after ſo publick a manner to 
the Dignity, and Honour of the Aſſembly. Without doubr the 
buſinets would have gone very ill with the Duke, had matters con- 
tinued upon theſe terms, and thoſe of che Parliament after having 
declar'd themſelves Parties, remaining fill Judges, would nei- 
ther have ſpar'd the Duke's Foormen, nor any other could have 
been prov'd concern'd in the Action , they had. already prepol- 
ſeſs'd che Cardinal, by repreſenting co him, that neither che King's 
Authority, nor thatof his Eminency, had been ſufficient to pro- 
te&t an Officer in the Execution of his Duty, inthe moſt honour- 
able Body of the Province : bur belides that the Cardinal (ever 
very ill ſatisfied with the Duke , who on his parc alſo dd nor 
much ſtudy to pleaſe him_) was of himſelf ſufficiently diſpos'd to 
do him a miſchief, had not the occurrences of the cime involy'd 
the Court inthe greateſt diſorder , wherein perhaps ic had eyer 
been. 

The Enemy, afcer having long threatned the Kingdom, was in 
the end with a powerful Army entred into: Picardy; and at their 
firſt coming had carried la (apelle, and le ( atelet, aflauled Corbie, 


ter'd r@ 
Brict. 


which they alſo took, andalarm'd Paris ic ſelf to ſuch. a degree, 


as is ſufficiently known to all. They 'were likewiſe encer'd inco 
Burgundy, and were preparing for the like attempt upon Langue- 
doc : and Guienne was not'to be ſpar'd ; neither was it a little while 
after : So that the great Miniſter, wholly craken up with concerns 
of ſo high importance, had go leiſure to look aftet the Nuke's At- 
C ccc fairs ; 
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Anno fairs; neither did he think it convenient to nettle him, in a time 
1626, when his ſervices were ſo neceſſary to the Kingdomzand the'Chan- 
LYN cellor who ſtill retain'd his old affetion to the: Duke's Intereſts, 
ſceing himſelf abſoJure Maſter of this buſineſs, concealing it from 

the Parliaments knowledge, referrd jt ro the ordinary Juſtice, 

where being animated with very little paſſion, ir'ſoon fell of ic 


ſelf. 2 pt bes 
The grex Atthis time of all others the Greatneſs of the "Duke of 'Eſper- 


7 - non ſeems eſpecially ro appear, by the important - Employments, 
Dake of E/- and Commands wherewith his whole Family were inveſted, The 
pernon's Fi= Dyke de ( andale his eldeſt Son was GeneraliſSimo to the Armies of 
"— che Republick of Venice, an Ally to this Crown. The Duke dela 
Palette his ſecond Son , was in the Army of Picardy , wherein 
though he had not in truth the Principal Command (the Count de 
Soiſſens being General there) yer had he the honour to be choſen 
out by the King, to infuſelife, and vigour into that Army , che 
Souldiers whereof, by ſome ill ſucceſſes had befall'n them, being 
exceedingly dejefted, which were the expreſs terms wherewith 
his Majeſty allur'd him to that Service. The Cardinal de la Palette 
| was alſo employ'd againſt Galas in Burgundy, into which Province 
che Enemy being entred with a formidable Army , had already 
made ſome Coriqueſts before his arrival there. Mirebeau had been 
caken, Saint Fean de Laonne was belicg'd, and the beſt Citics of the. 
Coifntry were highly chrearned; the fear there was exceeding grear, 
and the danger bad been no lels, if the Cardinal de la Yalette, by 
oppoſing himſelf to their defigns, had nor ſtop'd the progreſs of 

their Arms. He fought them with adyantage in five or fix ſeveral 
Engagements, and without ever being able to tempt them to a 
Bartelf! with all the provocation he could uſe, forc'd them in the 
end t&'retire, with the ruine, and diſſolution of their whole Ar- 
my, that unprofitably mouldred away to nothing. As for the Fa- 
ther , his buſineſs lay in Guienne, a Province, that as it made up a 
principal py of rhe Kingdom, of how great utility muſt the Ser- 
vice neceſlarily be, that preſery'd it from diſorder in fo critical a 
time ? Athing neverthelcſs fortunately effe&ted, by his Wiſdom ſo 
moderating the diſcontents of the people, as ro keep themin fo 
dangerous a JunQureof Afﬀairs, from laſhing intothoſe extremes, 
whereinto by their former behaviour, it might reaſonably be ap- 
prehended, ſhould they find an opportuniry of this nature, chey 

would precipitouſly run. 

The $p.r- This was indeed one of the moſt important , bur not the only 
1,-9411.05 Service he did the King upon this occaſion, The Spaniſh Council 
having (as has been ſaid) determin'd to invade the Kingdom in 
| ſeveral 
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of the Inhabicants, leſt, being a cholerick, and-impaticnc people, 
as they naturally are, any thing he ſhould do of that kind, outot 
care to preſerve them, ſhould pur them upon deſperate rclolutions, 


and make them wiltully loſe themſelves. They had before chey 


came fo deſpis'd the Enemies Forces , that they would not endure . 


any one ſhould think of contributing to their preſervation ; a-ſe- 
curity that did nor a little atfli&t the Duke, who had been of old 
acquainted with the humour of thispeople, and knew them to 
be as timorous, and dejected when any danger was near at hand, 
as they were ſtout and haughty, when it was remote , and out of 
| the proſpect of their fear. Nor daring thereforeto rely upon the 
valour, and Fidelity of ſuch a people inan Afﬀair of ſo high impor- 
rance, and moreover importun'd by the intelligence he receiv'd 
from all parts, that the Enemy was readyto enter the Country, he 


departed from Bordeaux the 6% of Oftober,arriv'd the tenth ar Ne- 
rac, and the ſixteenth ag Bayonne; with a diligence ſo much above 


the ſtrength of. a man of his Age, thar at his arrival chere he was 


ſurpriz'd with a ſharp, and a dolorous diſtemper , ſo violent a The Dute 

| of Eſpernon 
alls lick at 
Bayonne. 


Fever accompanying his pain, that for ſome days his Friends, and 
Servants knew not; what to hope would be che iſflue of his Di(- 
caſe, Thoughthe Duke had with him no other Forces, ſave only 
his Company of Gens d Armes, his Guards, and an hundred or 


ſixſcore Gentlemen Volunteers, he' notwirhſtanding ſtuck nor, 


boldly co expole his Perſon, for the ſecurity of that Frontier, in 
the preſervation whercof conſiſted the' '{afery of the whole 
Country. e414 

He was ſcarcely there arriv'd, when the people came running 
in crowds with news that the Enemy was upon the point to en- 
ter; Who alſoontheir part tollow'd the intelligence {&clole, thar 
there was ſcarce any interval berwixt the report of their coming, 
and their being come. The Duke, though exceedingly ill, would 
by no means, thatin an Afﬀair of this Conſequence they ſhould 
conceal any thing from his knowledge 3 ncither did he upon the 
firſt intimation Pa ro take order for all things with as much dili- 
gence, and care, as if he had been inthe greateſt vigour of healch : 


wherein his in{trutions were alſo ſuch, as had they been duly ex» - 


ecuted, and obferv'd, the Enemy would have mer wich greater 
afetes -. "— Cccca - difh- 


o 
— 
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Anno difficulties than they did; and their Entry.into this little Country, 
1636. though open on all ſides, would bave coſt them, both moretime, 
YR and more blood, than they laid out upon this occaſion. Burt what 
| he had order'd with ſo much prudence, and fore{tght, was very ill 
obey'd ; and the people of the Country no ſooner ſaw the Encmy 
appear, tha they fled before them , none of their Leaders being 
ableto prevail with them to ſtand , or ſo much as once to face 
about in any place of what advantage ſoever. | | 
The Duke ſometime before he advanc'd towards this Fromcier, 
foreſecing what work and trouble the invaſion of: a Forcin Army 
was likely to create him, had intreated the King to ſend che Duke 
de la Valette his Son, who alſo had the Government of Guienne 
ſertled upon him in reverſion, to his aſſiſtance; who according- 
TheNuks 1y cameto him to Bayonne , the ſame day the Enemy entred the | 
comesto his Country, and who having, as he paſs'd by Bordeaux, heard of the 
Father to Sickneſs of the Duke his Father, was by that ill news oblig'd to 
390m: take Poſt, and was but newly alightcd when intelligence was 
brought, that the Enemy was entring, and:that thereupon had 
followed agreat confuſion amongſt our own people. The Duke 
at this news was not alittle diſtracted, betwixc two contrary Pal- 
ſions, by which he was at one, and the ſame time aſſaulted, either 
of paying the aſſiſtance to which he-was ga Nature, and Duty 
bound, to a gaod and languiſhing Father, or of purſuing what 
his Honour, and Bravery exacted from him, for the Sepyice of 
his Prince, and Maſter : But that debare berwixc his Piety , and 
Honour was ſoon determin'd by the Father himſelf, and the mu- 
eual cenderneſsthey had for one another was ſoon overcome, by 
the Aﬀetion they both had totheir common duty, It was in 
the cloſe of che Evening when the Duke de la Yalette arriv'd at 
Bayonne, and the night was no ſooner pals'd, 'when mounting 
on Horſeback. with ſome perſons of on Condition, who had 
there waited in expectation of his coming , he went out to diſco- 
yer the Countenance of the Enemy : but neither his Preſence, 
Exhortations, nor Example could work any effe& upon the com- 
mon people ; whole Spirits had by the firit days fright been o _ 
ſtrangely ſubdu'd, chat it was impoſſible to raiſethem the next, to 
any tolcrable degree of reſolution : © ſo that in this general Con- 
ſernation, all he could poſhibly.do was to retreat without diſorder, 
which alſo was not to be done without a very great deal of dan- 
ger. The Dukedela Yaletteengag'd his Perſon ſo farto make good 
this Retreat, andto preſerve the little Honour he had to manage 
in this Encounter, that he very often ran a very grear hazard of his 
life, and certainly expos'd himſclf more, than -he was any way 
| oblig'd * 
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oblig'd to do, -when being in the end retir'd (himſelf always the - Anno 
laſt man) he commanded { R oche Captain of the Duke his Fz= 1636. 
thers Guards, and allo of his own, to make good the Bridge 
(which ſeparates the Borg of S1boure, from thar of Saint Fean de 

Luz againſt the Enemy that follow'd very cloſe in his Rear. 

This Qrder was not to be executed without infinite danger, buc 

the Duke de la Palette well enough knew, that he, rowhom ic was 

given, would not bely his former Actions ; neither did la Roche 

deceive his expeRtation, who with forty Muskereers only which 

he had under his Command, ftop'd the torrent of a Victorious 

Army, and after having kill'd cwo hundred of their men upon 

the place, amongſt whom were cightor ten of their beſt Officers, 

- and having by that means given qur Foot time to put themſelyes 

into a place of {afety, after he had ſufficiently manifeſted his own 
ConduR, with the Valour and Dexterity of his Souldiers , he 

drew up the Draw-Bridge that lay over the middle of the River, 

and with very lictle loſs retir'd cothe Duke de la Yalette's Troop, 

who ſtaidto makegood his Retreat. 

After this manner the Spaniſh Forces poſſeſs dthemſclves of the The 5p.- 
Country of Labourt, and our men were no ſooner retir'd on this "04 make 
fide Saint Fean de Luz, butthatthe Enemy ſeiz'd ic, and the "=o gy” 
ſameday preſented themlelyes before Socoa. This Socoga was A lite te Country 
tle point of Land, jetting out into the Sea, convenient, and pro- _ _—_ 
per enough for: Fortification , but thoſe of the Country would Fort of $+- 
never conſent to: have it fortified. Which notwithſtanding (\7,nhout 
the place of it (elf was of ſo advantageous a ficuation , that they | 
had vencur'd to purinto ir two hundred Souldiers; who-having 
had leiſurero caft up ſome Works, made a countenance before 
che arrival of the Spaniſh Army, there bravely to defend chem- 
ſelves : bur their Reſolution was of no long continuance , the 
fear of the peopleſoon infeRed the Souldicr ; and ſome Geantle- 
men who upon other occaſions had given teſtimony of their Ya- 
lour, having been appointed to command them, were lo unhap- 
py as not to preſerve the ſame Reputation here. Sothat to be 
ſhorr, contrary tothe opinion of the two Dukes, the Father, and 
the Son, and of all the men of Command about chem , the 
place was deliver'd up without theleaft refiftance, and the Enc- 
my atthe ſameinſtantthere fortified chemſelyes, Z: 

It is notto be believ'd what a terror the entry ofthe Spaniards and a pnich 
rhe taking of Socoa, it being'bur three Leagues diſtant from their fear incbe | 
City, {trook into the Inhabirants of Bayonne, and, as all the Pafſi- Te 04 
ons of the Populacy arc extreme; chey in a moment converted che 
abſolute aſſurance, wherewith chey had hitherto flater'd _ 

| elves, 
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ſelves into a moſt infamous, and immoderare Fear 3» infomuch 


1636. thathad notthe Duke been preſent in the City, it had doubtleſs 
LY been in very great danger to be loſt : wherein nevertheleſs, if the 


They are 
encourag'd 
hy the 
Dike of 

E {> rilons 


Kingdom of France ſtood highly indebred to him for working by 
by his preſence ſo good an «ffe& ,” they ſtood little leis oblig'd ro 
the Spaniſh Gravity, and Circumſpe&tion, whole deliberate way 
of proceeding made them run into an error , uſually committed 
by ſuch, - as perſwade themſelves their Enemies are provided 
againſt all ſorts of Accidents. For his cautious Enemy , forbear- 
ing out of this belief to preſent themſelves before Bayonne ; un- 


turniſh'd of all chings necellary for its defence , _ the Duke 


time by that meansto make the Inhabitants reaflume their for- 
mer courage; and thatto ſuch adegree, as from the deſpair of bc- 
ing able to defend themſelves , being grown to a confidence of 
doing it with honour, and advantage, they were ſoon ina condi- 
tion ro repel any thing the Enemy could attempr againſt chem, 
The Duke ſeeing them in this good diſpofition}, caus'd'a Review 
to be made of all ſuch as were able to bear Arms, which upon 
examination were found to be nine hundred only,and which not- 
withſtanding he ſo encourag'd, what by the conſideration of their 
Duty, and their own Intereſt (an Argument as prevalenc art leaſt 
as any whatever inthe minds of men) char they all unanimouſly 
{wore to him, to liveand dye in the defence of their Cicy, Such 
as were not capable of bearing Arms, were employ'd at the For- 
tifications which were yet imperfe&t ; a labour wherein the more 


delicate Sex would no more be {par'd than the men ; by. which 


means the work was follow'd on all hands with ſo unwearicd a 


The order 
rtaxen by the 
Duke ot E/- 
pernon tor 
rhe conſer- 
varion of 
the p:ace. 


Diligence, that what remain'd co be done, was perfect:d in fewer 
days, than months would have been requir'd before the Enemies 
approach. This bcing thus provided for , they proceeded in the 
next placeto examine what Grain was in the City ; of which 
ſearch Yertamont, Intendant de la Juſtice had the charge committed 
to his care : and in this they found the grearelt defe&t, which was 
ſuch, thar in three days the place muſt iafallibly have been loſt, 
had the Enemy preſently clap'd down betere it; for there was ve- 
ry little Corn to be found, and no Flower art all, all the Mills 
were without the City, and the neareſt of them a League diſtant. 
This defe&t was therefore of all things to be ſupply'd, which alone 


"renders all ſorts of Provifion, how great foever the Store, alto- 


ether-uſeleſs : that therefore in a few days was accordingly done, 
and being the Ciry, which is divided from the reſt of the King- 
dom by the Doux, a great and deep River , was 'notto bereliev'd 


bur on that fide : The Duke was eſpecially ſolicicous tro ſecure 
the 
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che wodden Bridge char affords the Ciry communication with the Anno. 
Suburb du St. Eprit, and from thence wich the reft of France, by 1636: 
rhe County of. Lannes. To that end therefore he caus'd two good WY 
Forts to be crac'd out in his. own preſence upon two Eminences 

that commandedthat Bridge ; and made the Work to be fo dili» 
gently follow'd, that they were in a tew days pur into a condi- *  "f 
tion of defence. They alſo by his order haſtened the Leavies: for | 
ſome Recruits that were raiſing in Guienne, chatthey mighcbepur 

into thoſe two Forts, by which means they were tuthciently 

man'd. He moreover put three months Provilion into the City, 

gaye order for the perfeFing of the Fortifications, wholly reaſſur'd 

che Inhabitants, and pur the place into ſo good a.condition , that 
nothing for the future, bur by a regular Siege , was to be effected 

againſt it. After having thus provided for the ſafety of this City, 

he prepar'd himlfelf co go cake order for the defence of the other Ci- 

ries, that were uponthis Frontier, which were alſo in no lictle dan- 

ger ; yet Was it not before he had further ſupply'd the neceſſities of 

the Inhabitants of Bayonne , who complaining to him char their 
Corporation was reduc'd to ſo great poverty, that it would be «m- 

poſſible for them to provide againſt a thouſand. little Accidents 

that might happen to them , mov'd attheir entreaties, he left with 

them all the money he had left of the Expence of his Houſe , ari- 

fing to four and twenty chouland Livers , which was owing to 

him at his Death, and was the only money he ever lent 'upon Se- 

curity, and at Intereſt inthe whole cime of his Life. 

The Spaniards knew nothing of che ill condition of this place, A remark- 
rill after it was fortifi'd, and ſupply'd in ſuch manner, as you have \* ver- 
heard ; and then thay ſaw theerror they had committed , bur it $5miad. 
was then too late, They declar'd however, to the Duke's Glory, 
and in their own Vindication, That they did not repent them of their 
wary manner of proceeding , but that if it were to do again, they ſhould 
do the ſame, and that they could never think a place ill Fortified , "that 
had a Duke of Eſpernon to defendit. The Duke, what teſtimonies 
ſoever they ſo highly, and publickly gave, of the cſteem they had 
of his Vertue, was not notwithſtanding ſo ro be charm'd with 
the Harmony of their Praiſes: bur that being inform'd the Ene- 
my, deſpairing for the furure of being able to effe& any thing 
upon Bayonne by force, was determin'd to pals the River Doux, 
ro fall upon Dacgs, by that means to cut off all Relief chat could 
be put into Bayonne 3 to the end, thar of irſelf, and without the 7.1... 
expence of a Siege, it might fall into their hands, he departed of Z/pen 
thence with che Duke de la Valette his Son, his fairhful Compa- $2e5 iron 
nion in allthe cares and troubles of this Expedition, to take _ "ang 

or 
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for thedefence of this little place , which they alſo in fix days 


1636. that they madetheir abode there , whar by their Vivacity ;' and 
LYY good Condutt, and yoous their own expence , Pput-into ſo 


And from good a poſture of ſa 
thence ſends 
a Diſpa:ch 

cothe King. 


An exem- 
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Anno 


1637. 


, that it was out of all danger of Surprize. 
Having thus provided for the ' ſecurity of the..moſt Importanr 
Places, they diſpatch'd away a Gentleman tothe King, togive his 
Majeſty an Account of what they had done for his Service, and to 
receive his Commands, what they were to do. for the time. to 
come. | | 

From Dacqs they went to Mont de Marſan , »where they yet 
made ſome ſtay, as well in referenceto the ſecuring thar place, as 
alſoto be better ſatisfied concerning an intimation had been given 
them, that the Spaniſh Army was rclolv'd to pals the River in or- 
der to ſome notable Attempr. To this end Captain la Roche: :was 
ſent to diſcover nearer hand the depth of. the Enemies Defigns ; 
who ſoon perceiv'd by the Works they had begun-at Socoa, + that 
they had no thoughts of making any further progreſs-into the 
Country that Winter. Having therefore at his return given his 
Maſters this aflurance, upon his Report, which they found aftcr- 
wards to be very true, they continued on their way cowards Bor- 
deaux. The Spaniards on the other {ide applying themſelves to their 
Fortifications, labour'd,more lucceſsfully, chan they imagin'd, to 
the Glory which was ieferv's for the Duke de la Yaletre in their De- 
feat the enſuing year ; and having in themean time loſt all hopes 
of advancing further into the Country by force of Arms, fell-ro 
Caballs, and pra&tices to ſeduce the -Inhabitants of Labourt over 
to their ſide. They promis'd them Peace, freedom, Security, and 
all other advantages they could delire, if ghey would cohabit 
with them ; they offer'd Protection to all ſuch as would continue 
Neuters in their own Houſes : but.they threatned no little puniſh- 
ments to thoſe, who ſhould retire into France. All which Artifice 
nevertheleſs prevail 'd nothing with the Byſcains , there being nor 


fo much as any one Family, that did not prefer a voluntary Exile, 
before any Benefic,or Immunity that could derive. from the boun- 


ty of invading Neighbours : So that if they were in the beginning 
condemn'd by ſome, for having manifeſted too little heat at the 
Enemies firſt coming in, every one in the end applauded their Fi- 
delity, who would rather chooſe to abandon their Country, and 
Fortunes, than to enjoy them in the greateſt quier, and ſecurity, | 


| under the uſurpation of a Forein and invaſive Power. 


As it was evident enough both by che number of the Enemy, 
and the good condition wherein they had had the leifure to fortifie 
themſelves, that it was impoſlible to atrempr any thing againſt 

| | them, 
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them, but by means proportionableto the greatnes of their For- 
ces ; the Duke fate ſtill ar Bordeaux in expectation of Orders from 
Court for their future proceeding. But they waired not long, Hak- 
mont, which was the Gentleman they had diſpacch'd thither , re- 
turning to Bordeaux almoſt as ſoon as they, fyrniſh'd with ſeveral 
very favourable Diſpatches ; wherein after the King had highly 
magnified the Duke of Eſpernon's Condu&,who by lo little means 
had preſerv'd that Frontier , his Majeſty proceeded to let him 
know, he infinitely defir'd the Enemy might be diſoblig'd from 
the places they had already poſlels'd ; promiſing in order there- 
unto Men, Proviſions, Ammunition, a Train of Artillery , and 
what was neceſſary to the execution of ſo great a deſign : All this 
notwithſtanding remain'd in terms of a bare promile only, wich- 
out ever coming to the leaſt effet ; nay, there was not lo much 
money to be had, as would ſerve for the raiſing of two Regi- 
ments of Foot, and four Troops of Horſe ; though che Duke 
had not ſo muth as one Souldier in the Province : a Summe, 
which though it amounted not to above fifcy thouſand Livers, yet 
the Exchequers of the (cveral Provinces , and the King's other 
Bancks being totally exhauſted there was a neceſſity for the Duke 


Anno 


1637- 
LEW 


to advance it, out of his own private Stock, which he alſo was The D:ke 


willingtodo; and though ir went ſomething hard wich him, had 


of Eſpernon 
railcs For- 


much rather in this urgency of his Majeſties Aﬀairs , lay out the ces with his 
money of his ownprivate Revenue (tor of two years he had not 9 9295s 


rouch'd one peny of the King's) than chat the Country che Ene- 
my had invaded ſhould be left unto them , which alſo was nor to 
be prelerv'd, butby the oppolition of ſome conſiderable Forces. 
Whileche Frontier of Bayozne found work enough for the rwo 
Dukes, the Royal Arms were employ'd for the recovery of (orbie ; 
that being almoſt the only place of importance, the Enemy had 
made a Conqueſt of, with alltheir long, aud mighty preparati- 
on. In the beginning of this Siege, there was ſcarce any who did 
not believe the Fortune of the Cardinal depended upon the event 
of that Enterprize, and that, ſhould che King happen to be bat- 
fled before ir, his Majeſty weary of maintaining the Quarrcls of 
his Miniſter (for ſuch were all the Wars of Europe at chat time 
time reputed) at ſo vaſtan expence of Treaſure, and with ſo much 
- diſquiet co his Kingdom, would infallibly ſacrifice him to the 
Anmoſities of Strangers, and the Diſconcents of the Great Ones 
of his own people, who equally defir'd his Ruine: But the ſuc- 


ceſs of this Leaguer, more ſpeedy , and fortunate than was to be ' 
expected, _—_ reconcil'd the Cardinal tothe Kings opinion, | 


and aſtoniſh'd allchoſe who had propheſicd an alteration in his 


Dddd For- 
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beyond all example , inſomuch that even, choſe "who, had moſt 
thirſted after his Ruing, were che firlt to congratiilate him for 
the good ſucceſs. 'Tis ſaid chat of choſe there were ſome 4 wh 0, 


' that they might with greater Elegancy {hroivd themſelves From + 
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any jealouſie the Cardinal might entertain againſt chem, made no 
difhculcy to proſtitute their own Fidelity, and Honour , in difcs- 
vering the Secrets either of their Maſters, or Friends; to him Why 
was their common Enemy.lt was by that fort of people"(asis be- 
liev'd) that the Cardinal had intelligence of a Plor\, wheretd the 
Mouſienr , and the Count de Soiſſons had conſpir'd againſt Rim, 
with whom he Duke dela Yalette was alſo deliver'd ro him for 
one, who had agreat handin this Aﬀair, and it is moſt certain 
that from thencethe Cardinal laid the deſign to petlecute his Fa- 
milies and his own particular Fortune to the laſt extreme ; lo that 
from that time forward, there was neither bound; nor moderzti- 
on inthe implacable Hatred he conceiv'd againſt him upon this 
veiy account. How far the Duke de la Valette's Reſentments mighc 
tranſport him towards the Cardinal, I cannottell ; but i am well 
enough inform'd in the ill ulage he receiv'd from him, as well in 
the perſon of the Duke his Father, as his own, to bebo!d © lay, 
that h: hadall the xcaſon in the world to be offended to a very, high 
degree : but this Aﬀair having been (as has been ſaid } either the 
occaſion, or atleaſt the pretence of all the great Perſecutions of 
this Family,it will not perhaps be impertinenc to rakethings from 
the beginning, that they may be the better underſtood. 

The Duke de la/alztte being (as we have oblerv'd) entred in- 
to the Alliance of Cardinal Richelieu, had examples enough of (c- 
vcral perſons of very great Quality before his eyes, to make him 
ſtoop to extraordinary Applicatiohs , and relpects.cowards him : 


| bur nothing could ever induce him to bend below the terms of de- 


cency, and his own condition; fo that he only paid-him whact 
relpect was due, and nothing more : a way of liying that by no 


means ſatisfied the Cardinal, who would exa& from all conditj- 


Diſcon:ents 
arile be- 
rwixt them, 


ons of men, a Reverence withour all reſerve. A vanity of his, 
that although che Duke de la Palette was very perfe&t in , yer did 
nct that knowledge make him alter his reſolution , choofing ra- 
ther to live wich him in alclsdegree of Favour, than to beg Of- 
fices and Employments at the price of his own Honour. Many 
ſecret diſcontents arifing from this firſt cauſe, ir muſt of neceſſ- 
ty follow, thar theſe rwo Spirics having been ſo long difſatished 
wich one another, and ſo equally dilſpos'd ro a final Rupture, 
would at one time or another prodiice their ordinary effe&t. An 

jt | : | occaſion 
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occaſion, preſented it ſelf at the Enemies entring into ÞPicardy, and 
about the taking of la Capelle. The Baron du Bec was Governour 


Anno 


1637. 


of this place, which this Gentleman very well known to, and OV 


entirely betov'd by che Duke dela Palette, . had ſurrendred ſooner, 


| than the Cardinal could have wiſh'd, for want (as he pretended) 


of Proviſion. The Cardinal, who by an example of high ſeverity, 
would oblige the Governours of other places to hold our to the 
laſt extremities; or perhaps by that means to juſtifiehimſelf ro 
the King, from any cenſure he might undergo , as Prime Mini- 
ſterof Stare, in not having luffciently provided for the neceſſi- 
ties of ſo important a place, caus'd an Honourable Council im- 
mediately to be Afſembled. This Council conſiſted of all che OF- 
ficers of the Crown ,, who werechen co be found in Pars, roge- 
ther with ſome Counſellors of State, whole bufine(s it muſt be 
to condemn the Baron du Bec, as convict of Cowardiſe, and 
Treachery, to a privation of his Life and Honour. The Duke 
de la Valette was amongſt the reſt ſummond to this Aſſembly, 
wherein as he ſaw he was not call'd to it to deliver his free Opi- 
nion, that the Gentleman'was beforehand mark'd out for Ruine, 
and that Sentence of Death muſt conſequently enſue ; ſo did he 
endeavour with all the art he had to decline having any thing to 
do in that buſineſs : | but ic was alcogether in vain. The Cardinal 
would admit of no excuſcs,but after having ſentthree times to his 
Houle to {eek him, Chavizni, Secretary of State, went the fourth 


time to tell him plainly, he muſt cither ſatisfie, or abſolutely break 


with the Cardinal. This expreſs, and poſitive Declaration prevail'd 
in the end with the Duke dela Zalette to go to the Council; bur ic 
was not nevertheleſs tro comply in the leatt wich the animoſites 
of others. The Baron du Bec's Aﬀair was laid open in the Pre- 
fence of the King; and the Cardinal, and the greater part of che 
Judges concluded the Crimes Jaid to his charge, ſufficient to con» 
demn the party accus'd: butthe Duke de la alette did not think 
himſelf oblig'd to be of that opinion , and conſequently could 
not conſent to his Condemnation. If the Cardinal had manifeſted 
ſomething of vehemency , in importuning the Duke to come 
tothe Council, he expreſs'd yera far greater indignatipn to find 
him of a CS far diſſenting trom his own , inſomuch 
that at his coming our of the Council, taking the Duke de la Va- 
lette aſide, he could not contain himſelf from breaking into very 
unhandſome Language, proceeding to (o bitter, and fo injurious 
expreflions, that the Duke was not able to forbear giving a very 


ſmarc Reply, the Reverence due to the place where they thea 


were permicting him at that time to dono more, though ſuchas 
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Ammo were acquainted with his temper, will eaſily judg , that he would 
1637, omit no occaſion of manifeſting a higher reſentment. In the heat 

WAY of this Diſcontent he receiv'd the Command. of which I have al- 
ready ſpoken, to go joyn himſelf wich the Count 'dc Soiſſons in 
Picardy, and then the Cardinal could find ſome expreſſions of Ci- 
vility, and Complement, to {ſmooth him withal , at his depar- 
ture ; bur an Offence being much harder to be repair'd , than 
committed, the Wound the Duke carried along with him in his 
Boſom,; was not to be clos'd by ſo ſlender a Remedy. It was pre- 
ſently after this that the Cardinal was inform d, the Duke de la Ya- 
lette had hearkened to the Propoſitions had been made to him by 
the Count de Soiſſons, for the Revenge of their common Injuries, 
and that the Monſieur was allo conſenting with them. 
The Mm Atthe time the Cardinal receiv'd this intimation, the Duke de 
m Jane te 12 Yalette, to his good Fortune, was as far off as Bayonne 3 but the 
Seiſſens re- Monſieur , and the Count de Soiſſons , being both at Pars, eſcap'd 
tire from. bura very few hours of being both Arreſted, having nevertheleſs 
Wi timecnough to withdraw themlelves,they departed ſuddenly from 
Paris : when, though they ſcarce knew which way to fly for re- 
fuge from the power of their Enemy ; yet hoping thar either the 
danger the Duke de la Yalette ran equally with them ; or that the 
Generoſity of the Duke of Eſpernon (who on the other ſide was 
And ſent, . himſelf nor very well ſatisfied with the Court) might induce him 
of Eſpernen tO receive them into Guienne : they diſpatch'd away thither firſt 
qe. oh the'( ount de Bourdeille, and after him the Count de Montreſor his 
Quarrel, Brother ; of which both the one and the other had inftru@ions to 
addreſs themſelves to the Duke de la Valette, that by his perſwafi- 
ons the Father might be rendred more favourable to their defires : 
But this Duke,who had much rather be alone expos'd tothe Car- 
dinal's whole ſtock of hatred, than to difquietthe old Age of the 
Duke his Father, by intereſſing himin his Quarrels, freely told 
them, © That the Monſieur, and the Count were to expect nothin 
*fom his Mediation in this Aﬀair : That he was indeed reſoly'd 
* to follow his Fathers Reſolutions ; but that he would never 
<* prompt him to any thing that might trouble his repoſe, Mon- 
treſer, who came laſt, and who would not depart without a pofi- 
tivereſolution, finding no hopes of concurrence in the Dtike de 
k Yalette, defir'dto talk in private with: the Duke of Eſpernon. 
He was accordingly admitted into his Chamber , at ten 'of the 
Clock at night, after all his Servants were retir'd , where he re- 
preſentedto him, © The immediare danger wherein two. great 
* Princes of the Blood were at this time engag'd by the violence 
of 'Cardinal Richelier, rheir, and his'particular Enemy : . Thar 


in 
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© in ſecuring their lives he might alſo eſtabliſh his own Fortune, 
* and that of his Family : That he knew very well how great was 
*the number of diſcomented perſons , how violent the de» 
#* (pair of the people, and how intolerable the oppreſſion of all 
< the ſeveral Orders of the Kingdom : Thar all theſe favourable 
& diſpoſitions wanted only ſome conſiderable heads, to work 
* their common ſafety by the ruine of the Cardinals Afﬀairs : 
© Thar there was not a perſon in the Kingdom, who would not 
© be ready ſpeedily to joyn with theſe Princes, ſeeing their good 
&© jntention for the Redreſs of the Publick, ſhould their cauſe be 
< ſupported by his prudent Condu&: © That this A& would 
*crown all the other aQions of his life, for ever eſtabliſh che For- 
© tune of his own Family, and render oblig'd co him for their 
&« Lives, and Honour, two Princes, the one the Son , and Bro- 
«ther of the King his Maſter's, his own Nephew, and Friend ; 
and the other ſo paſſionately enamour'd of his Vertue , that he 
* would with all is heart lay aſide his condition, to obey his 


* Orders in the condu&t of thoſe things they were to purſue for 


© their common ſafery. All theſe Reaſons, how plauhble ſoever 
in themſelves, and how handſomly focver laid before him, were 
not yetof force to ſhake a man ſo firm, and ſo confirm'd in his 
Duty, as the Duke of Fpernon; who, although he very well 
knew, and chat it was no hard matrer for him to judg by the Ex- 
ample of theſe Princes, and of moſt of the great men of the 


Kingdom , that the Cardinal would 'not long hold his hand 


from ftriking at his Fortune, which was the only one almoſt that 
remain'd unſhaken, would nevertheleſs rather chooſe to licex- 
'dto this danger, than to ſecure himſelf, by being the promo- 


ter of a Civil War. He therefore anſ{wer'd Montreſor, © That he Wt <xc1- 


« was the Monſienr's moſt humble Servant, that he was the Count's 
« ſo; That they did a great deal of Honour in repoſing fo 
* grcat aconfidence in him, as-to communicate ſo much of their 
© Intereſts. and Deſigns : That they could not doit to one that 
« was a more faithful Servant both to the King, and tothem , or 
« more paſſionate for their good : Thatthe greareſt ceſtimony he 
<« could poſſibly give them of that -paſſhon, was, humbly to be- 
<'ſeech, and (if hedurftbeſo bold ) to adviſe them , to have 


* ſpeedy recourſe ro his Majeſties Bounty, and Royal Favour: | 
© Thatfor what-concern'dhimſclf, hewas very ſenſible of allthe 
<< {ll uſage he receiv'd fromCourt; -but that he did by no means 


< impure it tothe'King : Thar ſecing allo he could not do him- 
*(elt right, withour offending him , he rather choſe ſtill co ſup- 
< port the oppreſſion under which henow luffer'dzthan co revenge 


him- 


ſes himſe't. 
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* himſelf of his particular Enemies, by troubling the Peace of 
* the Kingdom, and by adding the miſchief of a Civil War to 
*thole miſeries wherewith the poor people were already afflicted : 
© That he did moſt humbly conjure theſe Princes by the name, 
* and quality they bore, and by the Intereſt they had in the Good 
© of the Kingdom, to do the ſame, and to lturrendecr all their 
* Animoſicies, and Diſcontents tothe Publick, leaving to Hea- 
«ven, which was juſt, the Revenge of "their Wrongs: Thar as 
«rothe reſt, they might aſſure themſelves the Secret they had 
© been pleas'd to entruſt him withal , ſhould be faithfully lock d 
*« up in his heart, and that he would (uffer all forts of Extrem i- 
* ties, rather than reveal it. Montreſor being able to obtain no- 
thing more of the Duke, return'd with this anſwer back to the 
Monſieur his Maſter; who either prevail'd upon by the Duke's 
advice, or obeying the natural affe&tion he had to the good of the 
Kingdom, very readily embrac'd the firſt overtures of Accommo- 
dation that were from the Court prelented ro him : Bur the 
Count de Soiſſons, not thinking it convenient to truſt the Cardinal, 
what faithful, and ſincere reconciliation ſoever could be promis'd 
to him, retir'd himſelf to Sedan, from whence he never more re- 
eurn'd. | 
As there is no ſecret that time does not in the end diſcover, the 
advicethe Duke had given the Monſieur, upon the Propoſitions he 
had ſent him, was not long conceal'd from the knowledge of the 
Court. I am certain the diſcovery was neither made by the Duke, 
nor by any of his, the Fidelity, and Secrelie he obſerv'd rowards 
theſe Princes, giving on the contrary the Chancellour Seguier ocs 
caſion to complain of him. This true Friend of his having un- 
derſtood his Prudent, and Loyal Condu&t, in this ſo important 
Aﬀair, writto him, after other things , in theſe.cerms , © Give 
* me leave to aſſure you thatthe King is infinitely ſatisfied with 
* your Behaviour : [ wasever confident, and haveever ſaid, that 
** the Princes ſolicitations would never prevail with you, who can . 
"entertain no overture, nor embrace no Propoſition inconſiſtent 
* with your Maſters Service. I havelcarn'd this-excellent Maxim 
* from your ſelf, and your Actions have ever been ſo purefrom 
*any blemiſh of that kind, that your Fidelity, which will tand 
** fora Preſident to ſucceeding Ages, was never in any poſlibilicy 
* of being ſuſpected; and did you ſtand in nced of any one to 
* undertake for you in this.cale., { ſhould offer my ſelf to be the 
"**man, I hope the Anſwer you fſent- this great Prince will 
* make him ſee his own good,and conſider that of the Kingdom : 
** We here expect his Reſolurron, which we doubt not but will be 
208 very 
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* very good; foraſmuch as allchings he has defir'd of his Maje- Anne 
© ſties Bounty areigranted'to him, &c. The Duke, who little ex- 1637. 
' pected ſucha Complements this, and that had not given' the VM 
Monfitar this counfel with any intent ro obtain thereby a thanks 
from the King, retiirn'd the Chancellour a very civil Anſwer; 
but ſemrhim word withal, © Thar ifhe had oblery'd him in thoſe 
*times-wherein they had lerv'd the King together wholly inten 
« upon his Majeſties Intereſts, he was fo far trom having loſt any 
* thing of that Zeal, and AﬀeQion , that on the contrary thole 
<< years which had pals'd over his head, had only ſery'd to confirm 
*him\ in his Duty , butthathe was infinicely ſurpriz'd to hear 
* the Court ſhould be inform'd that he ſhould have us'd any Ar- 
* pumengs to the Monſieur concerning the preſent Afﬀairs, of force 
f* ro make him conſider what he did owe to the Service of the 
«King,.the good 'of the Kingdom , or his own preſervation : - 
«Thar he could affure him ſince his Highnels departed laſt from 
«* Courthe had not'feen him, nor any one employ d by him ; nei- 
< ther had he direQdy, or indireQly heard from him at all : That 
« the diſcourſe Warefore which had done him this good Office 
<« with the King, muſt be ſomething he might perhaps, have faid 
& ;n publick wichgur other defign, than the vanity he had upon'all 
© occaſions to manifeſt his paſhon ro his Majelties Service, and to 
«exhotr all men ro continue firm in that Duty, &c; The Chan- 
cellour was by no means ſatisfied wich this Antwer, it ſceming to 
him that the Duke was therein more reſerv'd, than became their 
old acquaintance, or the entire confidence he might ſafely repole 
j3n his Friendſhip : butche Duke, who would by no'mcans do the 
Monſieur che lealt ill office, or fail in his Fidelity to him , chole ra- 
ther to vive hisfriend this licle*diſcontenr , which he allo knew 
would ſoon beforgot, than to fail in his Faith, which would be 
an eternal blemilh co him, and (o great a forteir ro Honour, as he 
could never have forgiven himſelf , as it had been impoſſible for 
him ever co repair. ana 

Although the, Cardinal prepoſſeſs/d with the ill Offices had 
been done by the Duke de le Yalette had conceiv'd that high diſtaſte 
againſthim, heuſually maniteſted in ſuch caſes; he neverthelels 
made ſhitc to ſmother it upon this occaſion. He had ar this time The C:rdi: 
oreatuſe.both of the Father, andthe Son, in the Aﬀairs of Gui- rages 
_ enne, upon their ſhoulders (he being ſufficiently taken up with fatisf«&ion 
troubles nearer home) to lay the burthen of the care of that Pro- urn inet 
vince;. ſo that he treated with them in cerms of greater confi- Eſpermn, | 
dence, thanever , writing to the Duke of Epernon after this j34 4/F# 
manner, þ q 


My 
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My Lord, | "P 
« You will find by the King's Diſpaches, that his Majeſty is 


LV © unmindful of nothing he conceives neceſſary for the driving _ 


| And puts 


chem joynt- 
ly in Com- 
miſſion for 
the Aﬀairs 
of Ganienne. 


« his Enemies out of your Government, and does aſſure himlelt 
« ou will upon this occaſion give him a ceſtimony of your Va- 
«Jour and Experience, equally adyantageousto the Reputation 
« of his Majeſties Arms, and your own particular Glory. This 
«© Aftion will crown all the reft of your Life , which. makes me 
« -,nfident you will undertake it, with the ardour borh the King 
« himſelf has reaſon to expe from your zeal to his Service; and 
« .mongſt other his Majeſties moſt paſſionate Servants, one who 
© honours you at the rate I ao, whoam, &c.' 


The like Complement was alſo ſent to the Duke de-la /aletre, 
which is alictle too long to be inſerted here, and wherein his 
Majeſty ſent a Liſt, or form of a gallant Army, whereiri were to 
be three Cnmpanies of Gens-d' Armes , twelve Troops of Light 
Horſe, ſeven Regiments of Foot conſiſting ofewenty Companies 
each, andthiee of ten, with Equipage for the Artillery, and other 
things neceſſary for the execution of a great Deſign. Had any 

art of theſe large promiſes been perform'd, the two Governours 
would have needed little perſwaſton ro undertake the Enemy in 
what poſture ſocverthey had been: bur the whole Winter almoſt 
being lapsd in vain expeQation, the Duke de la /alette conceiving, 
that, if he did notdo ſomething of himſelf, rhe Enemy right be 
fo eſtabliſh'd upon the Frontier , that it would be afterwards a 
matter of extraordinary difficulty to diſlodge him, advanc'd with 
the ſole Regiments of Guienne, and of Fun, compos'd of the 
Duke his Father's Servants, and his own, and rais'd at their own 
charge.He found upon the placetheir Company of Gens-d' Armes, 
and two Troops of Light-Horſe , with which ſmall Forces. he 


|  undertooktooppole the progrels of an Enemy three times as 


ſtrong as himlclt in number of men 3 he forc'd them from ſome 
poſts of Advantage they had fortified in the Country ; and ſo 
fraimned their Quarters, and conſtrain'd them lieſo cloſe in their 
Trenches, that hethenceforwards made them begin ro feel neceſ- 
ſitics, which in ſucceſſion of time gave him a Vidory beyond all 
humane hope or expectation, 


Whilſt he was taken up with this Employment , which of ir | 
ſelf was bur too great for the ſmall means he had wherewith to 
effe&t ſo great a Deſign ; the Diſcontents that had ſo long lain 
hatching in the minds of the people, produc'd at this rime the 
Miſchicf had ſo long bcen fear'd, and f 


oreſeen , and on a ſudden 


diſclos'd 


Bo ox XI. the Duke of Eſpernon. $77 
clos'd one of the moſt formidable Revolts, that ever perhaps ap- Anno 
pear'd in the Kingdom. This diſorder began firſt in Perigore, 1.637. 
trom whence it ſuddenly crept into-Quercy,, and thence in a mo- VO 
ment diffas'd it ſelf into Agenois, and Bourdelois , nay , even the 4ab's Re- 
Provinces of Angoumeis, Xaintonge, and Poiftou allo , which bur t*<'190 
a litcle before had been quieted by the Wiſdom of /ilemontte Inten- * —_ 
dant de la Fuſtice inthat Country , being not yet well ſercled in Provinces of 
their Obedience, ſtirr'd up by the ill example of their Neighbours, **"** 
ran into new, and more dangerous Commotiens , than before : 
| ſothat theſe joyning in the common miſchief with the reſt before 
mentioned, the Contagion ſpread it_ſelf almoſt as far as the Ri- 2 
ver Loire. That which render'd the Sedition of Guienne the more 
conſiderable was, that thoſe who ran into Arms were not unhan- 
dy Peaſants, but old Souldiers of the moſt Warlike Provinces of 
the Kingdom, who having long follow'd the Profeſſion of Arms, 
and not being able ſo ſoon to reduce themſelves to their former 
condition, would in the diſorders of popular Inſurre&ion ſeek 
out thar licence, the ſweets whereof they had ſometime taſted, 
when their Riots had been in ſome meaſure juſtified by their Arms. 
Moſt Commotions of this nature have been obſery'd to proceed 
by certain degrees, and the forming of the deſign has uſually been 
diſcover'd , before the clap of Thunder has been heard ; they 
commonly advance ſtep by ſtep , and proceed from one gradation 
to another, to their determinate end : but this at irs very birth 
appear'd in that exceſſive and formidable height , chat like grear 
Conflagrations which have long been ſmothering before theyhave | 
broken out, ic caſt our flames in a moment , which were hardly 
poſſibly to be extinguiſh'd, The firſt Intelligence the Duke of Eſ- The num- 
pernon-receiv'd of this accident , was , that there were alrcady bel = 
above thirty thouſand men in Arms, and it was true : amongſt 
whom many Gentlemen of good Quality were (o indiſcreer as to 
engage; who cffough none of them was able to govern ſo opruly, 
and lo confus'd a rabble, they nevertheleſs made choice of a Gen- 
. cleman a Borderer of Periguex, call'd la Mothe-la-Foreſt to betheir 
General, enforcing him to accept of that unhappy Command. 
This poor Gentleman finding himtfelt che firſt day opprels'd with 
ſo great a burthen, afcer having in vain tty'd all ways rodiſingage 
himſelf, was fain inthe end to undertake to Head them , wherein 
the moſt prudent thing he did, was to reduce this great multitude 
tro a regular number, by chooſing our of the beſt Souldiers, and 
ſuch as were beſt Arm'd, renthouſand good men, and diſmiſſing 
rhe reſt home to their own houſes with order to be ready ro March , 
upon the firſt Summons, This crew of Rakehells, made indeed progres. 

| | Eecce in 
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ads indfew days a very conſiderable progreſs; but it- was without 
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any manner of oppoſition ; the people generally having ſo gear 
a kindneſs for the Rebellion, that there'was ſcarce a City in the 
Province, which they might nt concludeto be their own. They 
were receiv'd into Bergerac,' and had -poſleſs'd themſelves of the 
Stone-Bridge which is upon the River Dordogne , © they were 
moreover ſo confident as to fall upon Saint Foy, - and had not the 
Duke fortified che honeſt Inhabirants, againſt the licence of the 
baſer fort of people,” by ſending firſt ( odere a Souldier of his 
Guards, a brave, and underſtanding fellow , arid after him-one 
of his Gentlemen call'd Friget, with ati hundred #nd fifty Foot, 
rais'd amongſt his own Vaſſals, the'place had infalibly been loſt. 
It was a Town of no little importance atthis time; for beſide che 


. advantage of its ſituation, all the Arms the ,Mareſchal de Ser. Lic, 


the King's Lieutenant of the Province, and particular Governour - 
of this place, had formerly taken away from Broiiage when he 
left that Government, were in the Cittadel, as alſo ſome pieces of 
Cannon, which would have ſupply'd the Rebels with ſuch acon- 
veniency, as would have encourag'd,and enabled them to attempt 
the beſt Ciries of the Province, . 

The Duke of Epernon having in this extremity no more, than 
three very weak Regiments , which had been lately reform'd, 
and that by little and little, were drawing together-in the Pro- 
vince, to gotowards the Frontier, the Service to which they were 
delign'd ; writ to St. Torſe ide de Camp, who commanded them,co 
draw them out againſt the Mutineers : bur that Gentleman,more 
diſcreet, and circumſpeet, than.the Duke could have wiſh'd up- 
on ſo urgent an occaſion , choſe rather betimes ro abandon his ' 
Quarters tothe Rebels, than ro do them the honour to diſpute 
them by any the leaft oppoſition. 

The Duke after this ſeeing no means left to ſuppreſs this dan- 
gerous Fa&tion, which every day increas'd to a more formidable 


height, and ſtartled with the news hereceiv'd from all parts, that 


ſome of the beſt Cities were ready to revolt, and only expected 
the approach of the Rebels to receive them; writ in all haſte co 
the Duke de la Palette to come ſpeedily ro the Relief of the Pro- 
vince with ſome of thoſe Forces he had with him upon the Fron- 
tier, ſince thoſe in the Lower Gaſcony were not ablero make head 
againſt the miſchief already grown too grear to be withſtood. The 
Duke at this Summons, without deliberating upon the Duke his 
Father's Command, immediately put himſelf upon his March; 
bur yet ſo thatthe Forein Enemy ſtill continued ſhut up within 
their Trenches by the Marquis de Poganne Mareſchal de (amp, with 

| | whom 
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whom during his abſence he left rhe Command of the Army, anno 
whilſt himſelf came to do the King, the Kingdom, and particular- 1637. 
ly the Province, one of the moſt important Services , could pol. Vw 
ſibly be defir'd in ſo dangerous a time. 

Being cometo Cadillac, where his Father expected him fick (for 
he was at lat conſtrain'd to faint under the Burthen @ Aﬀairs, and 
the affliction wherewith theſe untoward occurrences had over- 
come his Spirits) and having from him receiv'd ſuch laſtructions, 
as he was at thattime in a condition to give, he earlythe next morn- 
ing took Horſeto.go in all haſte ro Marmanda.' The Duke his Fa- 
ther had already there caus'd ſome Troops to be gather'd together 
under the Command of the Marquis de Monferrant Mareſchal de 
(amp, and Lieutenant of his own Company. of Gens-4' Armes ; 
where the Duke was no ſooner arriv'd , but h#& underſtood 
that at la Sauvetat, alittle Town about four Leagues off, there was 
aconſiderable Body of the Rebels, who had there fortified themi- 
ſelves, and made ſhew of 2 reſolute Detence; an information 
that made him immediately March his Forces that way to ge to 
aſſault chem. All che irength he had with him were no- more 
than two thouſand five hundred Foot,” but the Enemy were very 
many more, which notwithſtanding he made no difhculey him- 
ſelf ro go view the place. At the firſt ſight he apprehended che 
danger of aſſaulting them without Cannon, fortified as they were 
on every {ide either with Walls, or ſtrong Barricado's, and mas- 
ny of the Officers about him were of opinion , he ſhould ſtay 
for ſome Field-Pieces, he had order'd to follow after : but having 
confider'd, thatto dally with theſe kind of peopleonly, were to 
give them greater encouragement, and to augmenttheir Inſolence; 
he gave order upon the inſtant to go on to the Aflault. I have 
heard ſeveral who were preſent at, and had a ſhare inthis Action, 
ſay, thatthe Aſſault was as vigorouſly given, and as obſtinately ſu- 
ſtain d, as any they had ever ſeen , though they had been in many 
very memorable occafions, and that they ſhould eternally lamenc, 
that what was there on both ſides perform'd, had not been done 
againſt che Enemics of the Crown , ſince doubtleſs whatever 
they had undertaken muſt have ſucceeded to their immortal Glory. 
The Duke's men fir'd no further off than at the Muzzle of the The Revyet, 
Muskert, and the other party did the ſame ; ſo that on cither fide a —_— 
great many men, with ſome Officers of the Duke's Regiments - $gP5 
were (lain: andthe ſlaughter had queſtionleſs been much greater, Yale, 
had the belieg'd been furniſh'd with Pikes, to their Fire Arms; 
buc being deſticure of that ſort of Defence, they were conſtrain'd, 
after they had diſcharg'd their Muskets , ro abandon their Barri- 

Ecce 3 cado's, 


Anno cado's, and to retire, Madaillan who commanded the Rebelsgaye 
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1637, the firſt example of a cowardly, and ſhamefulflight, whom they 
LY purſu'd as far as Quercy, to which place he fled for refuge : but ha- 


ving eſcap'd the hands of the purſuers, he ſav'd himſelf out of the 
Kingdom, from whence he return'd not buttoexecute one of the 
moſt deceſtalſe Villanies againſt the Duke of Eſpernon that could 
ever have centred into the imagination of an accurſed Villain, The 
fatal and unhappy circumſtances whereof , We ſhall loon preſent 
before you, wherein this wicked , and abominable wretch will 
appear to be both the inſtrument, and the cauſe of the Duke's 
approaching Death, and Ruinc. SS 

| Theforcing of this place was preſently follow'd by the Sur- 
render of Bergerac, the Murtincers had there made a countenance 
of defending"themſelves ; but che example of their Complices 
being taken by Aſſault ; render'd them more facile co the perlwaſt- 
ons of their General, who was otherwile averſe to War, than 
as he was compell'd ta it by the unbfidled Fury of ſome of the 
more violent Spirits, who as they prompted their fellows ro 
greater miſchief would allo urge him on to the greateſt extremes. 
Theſe two places being thus reduc'd to their Obedience, ſecur'd 
all the other Cities of the Province; ſo that alchough ſome few 
of the people continued ſtill on foot, they were rather thought fit 
to be undertaken by the ordinary Officers of Juſtice, than worth 
the pains, or notice of men of Arms. | 

The report of chis Defeat ſoon ſpread it (elf into Angoumois, 

Xaintonge , and Poiftou , whicther the Duke ae Palette alto ſent 
ſome few Forces, of thoſe which were now ſupernumerary after 
this ſucceſs, and where the people, through fear of puniſhment, 
remain'd'in a poſture of Obedience;; by that means delivering 
the Court of one of the greateſt , and moſt troubleſome appre- 
henſions wherewith the minds of the great Miniſters could poſ- 
ſibly be poſlels'd. | 

_ This ViRtory was by the Marquis de Duras judg'd of impor- 
tance enough to deſervethe pains of a Journey to Court, to car- 
ry news of itto the King; who as he had by his own Valour con- 
tributed very much to the good ſucceſs , the Duke of Eſpernon, 
| who hadhimin very great eſteem , was alſo very willing that he 

ſhould give his Majeſty an account of the Aion, Being 


The Covre therefore there arrivd , he omitted nothing that might any 


news of tie. 


ways recommend the merit of- the Service : but he did not find 


Dai-4-/- the Comt diſpos'dto receive things that came from the Duke's ac 
rs Vi: fo favourablea rate, as in themſelves they did juſtly deſerve , they 


looking upon all that had been perform'd as good as nothins, 
7 and 
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and impoſing upon themrhe aſſault of the Forts the Spaniard had 


erected upon the Frontier upon pain of his Majeſties Indignation, 
which was the firſt recompence of their Service. 

Already the Duke de la Yalette had taken the way to his ordina- 
ry Poſt, and was arriv'd at his Quarters, which he had fortified 
oppolite to the Spaniſh Trenches; when the Duke hs Father re- 
ceiv'd his Diſpatches from Courr, wherein he had order, and ex- 
prels power to ſerve himlelt with the King's money, and firength 
of the Province; and moreover to lay what Impoþitions they 


ſhould together think fit upon the people, for the execution of his 


Majeſties Deſigns. The Duke of Eſpernon very well judg'd what 
' was to be expected from theſe kind of Leavies, he knew with 
what difficulties, and delays the King's own Revenue was gather'd 
in : He was alſo not ignorant ofthe litcle kindneſs they had for 
him at Court : He knew very well that his Obedience herein 
might be converted to a Crime, all Leavies of money being ex- 
preſsly forbidden, exc&pting ſuch Taxes as ſhould be impos'd by 
the King himlelf: all which being duly confider'd-by him, made 
him reſolye to write to his Majeſty, © That both himſelf, and his Son 
os TS very ready franckly to expoſe their Lives for the execution of his 
&& Mujeities (ommanads , provided ſomething of what was neceſſary might 
& be added to their Endeavonrs, that they might attempt to execute his 
* Orders with ſome p:ſAbility of ſucceſs : but that he ſhould ever im- 
<< poſe a Tax upon his Majeſties Subjebts, be moit humbly beg'd to be 
& diſpens'd from any ſuch Employment ,. and that his Majeſty would be 
«< pleas'd, fince hitherto be had kept his bands clean from any thing of that 
« kind, be might ſtill preſerve his Reputation without expoſing it to the 
© Clamour of his miſerable Subjefts, whoſe NeceſSities were to him al- 
* ready too well known. Theſe laſt words wrought the moſt dange. 
rous effe&t imaginable againſt him, the Court perſwading them- 
ſelves that he affeed Popularity,and ſought this way to ingratiate 
himſelf with the people, to theend that he might by their aſſi- 
ance be able to maintain himſelf in his Government , and was 
ineffc&rhe principal Cauſe, it nottheonly Motive , that caus'd 
him to be remov'd from thence the enſuing year, 

Whilſt the Duke of Fſperxon was engag'd inthele troubleſome 
Diſputes with'the Court, the Duke de la Palette continued the 
War with the Enemy , after the ſame manner he had begun, 
keeping them cloſe mew'd up in their Trenches, withour- per- 
mitring them to'receive any relict from the Country , or ſo much 
as to taſte of the Air of the Field , where they never preſented 
themſelves without ſome notable diſadvantage. This way of ma- 
king War having continued for two whole months mg _ 
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Anno Tteduc'd the Spaniard to Neceſſies were no longer to be endur'd , 
1637. they were necefficated to have all cheir Proviſions out of their own 

WY Country, and thoſe to be brought to them by Sea, with infinite 
hazard, and inconvenience, and at an intolerable expence. The 

Duke de la Palette was-very well inform'd of the ill condition to 

which they were reduc'd , their Neceſſities had bred an infinice 

number of Diſcaſes in their Camp, and the number of fix thou- 

ſand men which they wereat firſt, was diminiſh'd to thar degrec, 

that not above half of them werelefc alive. In this condition 

he prepar'd to make ſome attempt upon them , and to that end 
caus'd thoſe Forces, which by reaion of the lare Commotions, he 
had been oblig'd co leave in the Lower Gaſcony, to adyance to» 

ward the Frontier; not doubting bur ar this time to effe& char, 

which they would have had him lome time before have attempted 

with almoſt certain, and apparent ruine: butthe Enemy inform'd 

of his reſolution, by a ſhameful , and precipirous flight (which 

was the higheſt acknowledgment of cheir weakneſs he could pol- 

fibly delire_) prevented his deſign. They embark'd therefore all 

their Artillery, their Equipage, and their Sick by night ; the Port 

of Socoa (which they were Maſters of )) affording them conveni- 
ency ſoo do,by the ſame way,and with (o little noiſe drawing off 

the reſt of their Forces,that their deſign was not diſcover'd,till they 

The Duke Were all aboard. The Duke dela Palette was no ſooner inform'd 
d 1s Valette of their flight, but that he drew up to the Fort, which was ſur« 
pap e rendredto him withour reſiſtance: Bur it is not to be imagin'd 
my withour how many ſeveral Obje&s of Miſery were to be ſeen in their 
Fighting: Camp; norto what extremities, by his long perſeverance, they 
had been reduc'd. They then quitted him their Forts, giving him 

thereby the moſt abſolute, and moſt happy ViRory could poſſibly 

be defir'd; ſo that he had the good fortune almoſt without men 

(at leaſt with Forces not 'half ſo great as the Enemies) without 

money (having never touch'd a peny of the King's) almoſt wich- 

out Vietuals (having had none ſave what by the induſtry , and 
providence of Yertamont Intendant de la Fuſtice had been convey'd 

cothe Frontier) and without the loſs of any oneman of note, to 

ruine an entire Army of an invading Enemy , to make them 

ſpend ten months time in vain , to conſume Proviſions ſufficient 

forthe plentiful ſubſiſtence of the greateſt Army , and to leave 

chree thouſand of their men behind them, for ateſtimony of their 

Defeat. Yer how great, andof what utility ſoever this Vidtory 

might be, to the Kingdoms Honour, and Safety , the Court was 
notwithſtanding JifiatisHed with the ſucceſs ; who ſeeing he bad 


done more, than any one durſt propoſe to himſelf, and ourſtrip'd 
the 
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the hopes, and expeQation of thoſe who were ernulous of his Ver: Anne 
tue,and would have been glad ſome diſaſter had befall'a him,were 1637. 
by no means ſatisfied with this performance; as if he had not "WV 
done enough in doing ſo much with ſo little means, and with (6 

reat ſafety, and repuration to his own Perſon , and Name. Had 
- been atthis cime in a ſtate of Favour, what recompence might 
he not reaſonably have expected for two Services 6f ſo high im- 
- portance, and both perform'd in one Cam pagne ? Which though 

he fail'd of through the ill Offices of ſome, that blinded by Ani- 
moſity could not diſcern his Merit , yet ſuch as will makea right 
Judgment of things, muſt maugre the ingratitude, and injuſtice 
of the Age, ſeta right Value upon them. I know very well (with- Which ne- 
out mentioning the Defeat of the Spaniſh Army , which ſpeaks ele 
ſufficiently for ir ſelf } that the other exploit has been highly magni- ly receiv'd 
fied by diſintereſted perſons, that had ar that titne the principal * ©***+ 
Command of Poifon, and Xaintonge, who have declar'd thatall - 
the Provinces on this ſide the River Loire, had run an extretne 
danger, had the general diſorder, to which the people were appa- 
rently, and abſolutely enclin'd, not been ſuppreſs'd by the vigour . 
and celerity, wherewith the Duke ated upon this occaſion. 

If the King's Aﬀairs had the good ſucceſs you have heard, un- The Duke 
der the Condu& of the Duke de la Palette in Guygnne, they lucceed- ” —_ 
ed no lels fortunately upon the Frontier of Picardy , under the Cardinal 
command of the Duke de (andale , and the Cardinal de bi Falette 4 «7 alette. 
his Brothers. Theſe two Generals joyntly commanded the King's the _— 
Army in thoſe parts, and ſo well, that they had in a ſhorttime re- in Picard: 
taken the Caſtle of Cambreſis, Maugbeuge, and Lendrecies in the etnd, 

That which was moſt remarkable in the Siege of this laſt place, 
was, that they employ'd fewer days totake it, than the Emperout 
Charles the Fifth had formerly ſquanderd& away months to go 
without it ; who aſter a ſix months Leaguer, had been conſtrain'd 
ingloriouſly to quit the Siege : Andall theſethings weredonein 
the very faceof the Cardinal Infanta, who having been baffled in 
ewo ſignal Engagements, durſt no more make trial of our Gene- 
rals Arms. The Duke of Epernon viRtorious in two extremities 
of the Kingdom, by the Valour of his three Sons , and hopin 

that the utility of theſe important Services for the Crown, woul 

at leaſt ſecure the repoſe of his old Age, thought of nothing more, 
than by a gentle hand to compoſe the Aﬀairs of his own Govern- 
ment, and ſo to order allthings by his Moderation , and Juſtice, 
that the people committed to his Charge , might enjoy the ſweets 
of Peace, even in the greateſt tumulrs of War. To this end there- 
fore he with great generoſity , and conſtancy, rejected the offer 
_ that 
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Anno thatwas made to him, of the Command of a great Army where- 
1637. withal to invade the Enemies Country, propoling to, himſelf a = 
WYW greater glory in maintaining that little part of*the Kingdom en- 
truſted to his care, in ſecurity, and peace , than in all the Pomp 
that was laid before bis eyes coallure him. How great a happi- 
neſs had it been if hecould haveeffe&ted this good delign,, and by 
that means have ſpun our the remainder of his exceeding old Age 
in the calms of Vacancy, and repoſe? neither was the faulc - his, 
chat he did not bring this vertuous intention to the delired end: bur 
ſome ambitious, and intereſted. Spirits, having infatuated the 
Court with propoſitions of vain and imaginary Conquelts, pre- 
vail'd ſo far with the great Miniſter, thatic was determinarely re- 
ſolv'd, the Scene of the War ſhould betransfcrr'd into Spain, and 
that by the Siege of Fonterabie ic ſhould be begun, The Entec- 
. prize was of no ſmall difficulty , as ic has fince been prov'd;; 
which the Cardinal alſo was very perfect in, as having long before 
caus'd the place to be confider'd by the Duke de la Palette himſelf, 
who had then diverted him from that deſign : upon this -occaſi- 
on however he would no more remember the reaſons by which 
he had ſomerimes ſuffcr'd himſelf co be over-rul'd ; but having 
premeditated to engage both the Father, and the Son in an Enter- 
prize , wherein he relolved they ſhould both periſh, he ſent them 
poſitive word, Mar chey muſt either abſolucely undertake this 
War, and advance ſo much money, as was neceſſary to begin it, 
or that the King would ſend the Prince of Conde to command his 
- Arms in Guenne. The Duke of Epernon, 2ccuſtomed of old to 
the ill uſage of the Court, was nothing. ſurpriz'd. with theſe 
Threats, bur on the contrary what was laid before him inthe na- 
ture of a Penalty, being conformable to his own deſire, he gave 
the Courtto underſtand , that he ſhould ever clteem it a grear 
Honour, to have this Prince a Judg of his Actions , and that he 
ſhould be very glad the King would pleaſe to give him a Com- 
mand in his Government. He wanted not Servants about him, 
to diſlwade-him from ſending ſuch a Meſlage , and to repfeſent 
co him the danger of inviting a greater perſon than himſelf into 
a place where his Authority was abſolute, and where he had no 
rival to diſpute it with him ; laying before him withal- man 
more examples of ſuch as had reperited the having ſubmitted their 
Power to a Superiour, than of ſuch as in ſo doing had found their 
expeRation anl{wer'd by the event: But the Duke was ſo confi» 
dent in the Aﬀection the Prince of Conde had manifeſted to him in 
theſe latter times, that ke could nor poſſibly encerrain the leaſt di- 
ſtruſt, and morcover ſeeing it was ablolutely derermin'd, that the 
Province 
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Province of Guienne ſhould bear the burthen of the War with Ann» 
Spain, he had auch rather che Expences of the War ſhould be 1637. 
ſarcd by a great Prince,who by his Quality was priviledg'd from ww 
all Forms, than that he by impoſing them ſhould be conftrain'd 

ro ſubmit to the ſeverity of an Inquilicion, ant be brought by his 
Enemies to an Account, Bur that which moſt of all confirm'd 

him in this Reſolucion, was the advantage that would thereby 
accruetothe Duke de la Palette his Son , who having nothing to 

do in Milicary Aﬀairs, but to execute the Prince's Orders only, 

would by that means be nothing accountable for any event of the 

War; andas to any thing elſe, he was very 'well aſfſur'd , that 

what Employment foeyer ſhould be conferrd upon him , he 

would ever ſo behave himſelf, as to deſerve no other , than the 
greateſt honour and applauſe. : 

Upon theſe prudent Conſiderations ic was that the Duke re- 
ſolv'd to write to the Prince of Conde, to entreat he would pleafe | 
to accept the Command that was offer'd him in Guienne , aſſuring 
him (as it was very true) that nothing could be a greater ſatisfa&i- 
on to him, than to havethe Honour to kiſs his Hands in a place 
where he might have opportunity to give him ſome teſtimonies 
of the paſlionate affection he had for his Service. . Neither was he 
ſatisfied with ſending him this Complement from himſelf alone, 
he would moreover make the Duke de la /alette do the ſame , ſo 
'thatthe Prince, who before wquld never conſent to take upon 
him any Employment in the Duke's Governments made thence- 
forward no difficulty to accept it : However, things not ſucceed- 
ing according to the Duke's deſire, men took hence an occaſion 
to cenſure his Diſcretion, and to condemn his ConduR, (as it 
uſually falls out) becauſe he prov'd unhappy in the end. 


The End of the Eleventh Book. 
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The Twelfth Book 


REESE AH E Princeof Conde had no ſooner accepted the 
£96 IN Employment, butthat a very ample Commil- 
ae > fion was forthwith drawn up for him, by vir- 
AN 2/9 tue whereof he was to Command, not only in 

eZ ET7: - Guienne, but alſo in Languedoc, Navarre, Bearne, 
G5 exc} and Foix. His Letters Patents were diſpatch'd 
at St, Germains en Laye the Tenth of HMarch; a Copy of which 
the Prince took care to ſend tothe Duke of Eſpernon the- one and 
twentieth, by the Sieur Bonneau his Secreary, together with a Let- 
ter that contained theſe words. CO et. +4 


Monſieur, | ; | 

_ © Itis withgreat reluancy , that by his Majeſties Order Ll muft 
* 70 to Command his Forces in your Government , knowing as 
*© 1 do, that to have his Majeſties Service there well perform'd, 
* there had been no need of any other perſon than your ſelf, and 
** Monſieur de la Valette your Son, notwithſtanding ſuch. being 
* his RoyalPleaſure I muſt of neceflity obey, Of my Commit- 
| Fiff 2 ſion 


f 
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Anno © ſion I have here ſent you a Copy, afluring you withal, that in 
1638. ©chc exerciſe of 'ir, I ſhall rake all occaſions to manifeſt to you 
WY *© my entire afftetion ; and that I will be ſo long as 1 live, | 

| Wire | Monſieur, 
Your Aﬀe&ionate Couſin, 
and Humble Seryanc 


Henry of Bout bon. 


The Duke Tothis Letter the Duke retarn'd a veryi-ivil Anſwer , bur, 
asks eve before he receiv'd it, had ſent to deſire leave to retire himſelf to 
ro retire | F 
binſelf hit Houſe Plaſſac; of which Requeſt chough the pretence was 
co Plsſic. toenter into a courle of Phyſick for the recovery of his Health 
yet the true reaſon was, that he might be our of the way of ha- 
ving any Diſputes with the Prince abovt the Aﬀairs of his Go- 
vernment, which he could not, without greart-grief , have ſeen 
afflited with thoſe miſcries wherewith ir was 'threatned; nor 
perhaps without expreſſing ſuch a diflike of that harſh way of 
proceeding, as might have giveh him Offence. A thing which 
all che Friends and Servants he had at Court having foreſeen, they 
had advis'd him cothis courle ; his Sons, who were beſt acquain- 
ted with his tickle, and impatient humour, were of this advice: 
bur there is great apparence that the firſt thoughts of retiring were 
inſpir'd by the Prince himſelf , who having in other Employ- 
ments, where the Duke and he had ferv'd cogether , had tryal 
1\' enough of his difficale humour, would no more be ſubje& to 
thoſe contrarietics he had formerly endur'd ,” and had therefore 
doubtleſs prompted him with that reſolution. . The Duke's Re- 
queſt therefore being ſo conformable to the Princes delires, and 
co the ſence of the Court, it was no hard matter for him to ob- 
tainthat in the quality of a favour, which had doubtleſs been cn- 
joyn'd him as a puniſhment, had he nor by ſpeaking firſt preven- 
ted a Command from the King to the ſame effe&t, for it had been 
from thattime forward ( as it has been evident ſince) been refolv'd 
upon to withdraw him from his Government , and to ſuſpend 
him from all the Functions of his Command, Nevertheleſs ha- 
ving lighted ſo pat upon the humour of the greari Miniſters , by 
the advice of his Friends, he was very civilly treated in his Maje- 
ſies Anſwer, which was couch'd in theſe terms. 


| Couſin, ' ' OTE 

| * Having found by your Letter of the eigreenth infant, and 

_ © moreover underſtood by the mouth of the Sieur de Lavritliere 
| the 
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© the * Secretary of my Diſpatches, that in ordet royour Health, Amns 
* by thechange of Air, and theſe of ſome Remedies have been 1637. 
** prelcrib'd you by your Phyſicians, you delire, for lometirge,to ,'- 
. *retire your ſelf ro your Houſe of Ploſſac: Lend you this to let 4 commas. 
** you know,that any thing which may either concern your health, e»%, +» 4 
* or ſatisfaQion being very pleaſing ro me , I do willingly grant lng Hrinet 
«*youthe liberty you delire, ro goto your ſaid Houſe; affuring p1l Secre- 
* my ſelf, chat even from thence you will have a vigilant eye to {new 
«© whatſoever may concern the good of my Service within the of France 
*© precin&ts of your Government, In the mean time | ſhall pray _—_— 
«ro God, Couſin, to. haveyouin his Holy Prote&tion. From Diſpatches 
© St. Germains en Laye the 28 "» day of -March 1638. The Duke * *'at*- 
very well ſatisfied with this anſwer, began to make himſelf ready 
to begin his Journey ; ſo ſoon as the Prince ſhould be arriv'd in 
| Guienne ; where, whilſt he waited in expeRation of his coming, 
he paſs'd away the time with the Duke de Candale his eldeſt Son, 
entertaining him with greater familiarity, and freedom , than 
till chat time he had ever done ; whole complacency , and fine 
' Behavyzour made art this time ſo great. an impreſſion upon the 
Duke his Father, that certainly this Son had never been ſo dear to 
him, as when he was upon the point toloſe him, inſomuch that 
his preſent joy was nolitcle diſpoſition to augment the approach- 
ing grief ſoon after occaſion'd by his unexpected Death. 

The Duke de la Yalette had in the interim of theſe Diſpatches The Die 
from the King, and the Prince of (onde, been oblig'd co make a 4 /« 7itie 


is conltrain- 


Tourney to Courc , to which he had been engag'd contrary both «1 tomate 
to his Majeſties expreſs Order, and allo his own reſolution. He © journey :9 
knew very: well the ill Offices had been done him to the Cardinal ©? P 
ſince the buſineſs of (orbie, glanc'd atin the preceding Diſcourſe, 
he was moreover very well acquainted withthe implacable nature 
of the perſon, who conceiv'd himſelf ſo highly oftended by him, 
ro which his power was no leſs known to him, than his malice 
conſiderations that alcogether had made him politiyely determine 
not to put himſelf into his hands, that he might not add to: the 
number of thoſe who had already taſted the utmoſt effe&ts of his _ 
Indignation ; chooſing rather tolive in his Government in ſafety, 
chough indiſgrace,than to expole himſelf ro the almoſt inevitable 
' dangers he was to wade through to afaint,anddifſembled Recon- 
ciliation, But how determinate ſoever he had been in thar reſo- 
lution, it was impoſſible for him to keep it, for thoſe who had 
imprudently engag'd his Majefty ina War with Spain, as malici- 
ouſly made the Cardinal ſome overtures-of Accommodation, as. 
a thing ſolicited by the. Duke dela Yalette himſelf , who defir'd 
h | | notbing 
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| 541 nothing leſs, expoling bim by that means tothe greateſt hazard be 
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But with in- 


finite dan- 
ger. 


perhaps ever ran in the whole time of his Lite. The Treaty how- 
ever being thus ſct on Foor, the Duke ſeeing himſelf reduc'd to 
a neceflity, either of breaking openly with the Cardinal , or of 
going immediately to him , choſe in crutch the moſt dangerous 
courle; bur withal that by which he could ar that time alone 
ſecure the Fortuneof his Family, and the repole of the Duke his 
Father, - which heever preferr'd before his own particular lafery. 
This laſt conſideration therefore prevail d with him to undertake 


this Journey, ſo that he went to Court, and had ſome Confe- 


The Frince 
of Conde 

_ arrives in 
Gulenne. 


rence with the Cardinal ; who, becauſe he would make all the uſe 
of him he could before he would deſtroy him, thinking fic co 
ſpare him at that time, with adiſhmulation peculiar to himlelſ] 
receiv'd him at the greateſt rate of kindnels, and fecedom could 
poſhbly be put on; + proteſting an abloluce Oblivion of all for- 


mer diſcontents, and making the King to give him the ſame aſ- 


ſurance; which being done, he diſmils'd him , much more fa- 


cure of his good intention for the time to come 

Ac his return from this Voyage, he found the Prince of (onde 
already arriv'd in Guienne. The Duke his Father had. receiv'd 
him at Bordeaux with all imaginable Honours, wherein, though 
doubtleſs there was a great deal due to his Quality , as being a 
Prince of the Blood ; yer it is molt certain, that in this unuſual 
complacency the Duke had an equal regard to his Perſon. His 
reſpect proceeded ſo far, that not content to pay him all the defe- 
rence, and ſubmiſſion he was capable of in his own perſon, he 
would moreover extend his civility further , by employing his 
Authority, and intereſt with the Parliament of chat City for his 
full acisfa&tion. The Prince would chat at their coming to viſic 
him, they ſhould Complement him by the ricle. of Monſeigneur, 
and the Company inſiſted upon the contrary , .as a term ar that 
time not in uſe: but the Duke interpoſing thereupon ,- the Inte- 
reſt he had in the Deputies of that Aſſembly, prevail'd with them 


tisfied that he had eſcap'd the preſent danger , than any ways ſe- 


- ſofar, thatthe Ceremony paſsd inthe end according to the Prin- 


ces deſire. | | 
All theſe Civilities paid by way of advance , met nor however 
with that acknowledgment. the Duke had reaſon co expe; he 
was not ignorant, that alchough the Prince us'd him with reſpe& 
enough in outward ſhew, he,nevertheleſs did him underhand all 
the il] Offices he could; he knew thar ſcarce any , bur ſuch as 
were his known, and declared Enemies, were admitted to his 
preſence : That he made himſelf metry with Scories they repor- 
| | ted 


the Dake of Eſpernon. 

ted of his behaviour, and was very attentive to, if nor inquiſitive 
after the Informations of ſuch as were diſcontented with him : 
all which norwitkhſtanding, the Duke very ſecure ia the Conſei- 
ence of his own Conduct, did not much concern himſelf ar this 
unfriendly way of proceeding, but continued to live with the 
Prince at the ſame reſpeRive rate, paying him all imaginable 
Honours ; and the inclination he had for his Service making him 
light, or give little credit ro thole flying rumours that daily came 
to his ear, he could not be jealous in the leaſt of an Aﬀeion 
he had by ſo many Titles ſo highly delerv'd.Itcis alſo true that the 
Prince onthe other {1de ſhew'd him in publick the beſt counte- 
nance he could poſſibly put on, would do him the honour to dine 
with him at his Houſe, and co that purpole invited himſelf, where 
the Duke entertain'd him after his accuſtomed manner, and with 
a ſplendour natural co-him upon ſuch eminent occaſions. To 
this Entertainment the Prince brought ſome of his particular 
Servants, asthe Duke alſo invited ſome of his own Friends ; fo 
that the Company conſiſted of eighteen perſons. Ie has been 
thought by ſome, that this was an appointment purpoſely con- 
triv'd by the Prince, and thoſe about him, to make themſelyes 
merry with the good old man, and with an intent co put him up- 
on an extravagant recital of his old a&tions, full of Honour, and 
Glory, toturn afterwards his Gaſcon. humour into Mirth , and 
Laughter. Neither did they fail ro tempt him toir, by falling in- 
to diſcourſe of his Favour , Wars , Miſtrifles, and other things, 
which vain and ambitious men are commonly well enough 
pleas'd withal, thatthey may have an occaſion to vent their vain- 
glory, by ſpeaking loud in their own praiſes ; but the wiſe old 
Duke deceiv'd their expectation; anſwering to all that was pro- 
pounded with ſo great modeſty, and diſcretion , and therein fo 
highly ſatisfying all che Company, as gave the Prince impreſſions 
much contrary to thoſe wherewith he had perhaps been prepoſ 
ſels'd,confirming him more thanever in the opinion of his vertue, 
which to him was already well known, and that to ſuch a degree, 
that riſing from the Table, full of admiration, at ſo prudent, and 
ſo happy an old Age, I myſelf heard him ſay co ſome of his Con- 
fidents, who perhaps had been brought chicher to have their ſhare 
of the ſport, that certainly (ſpeaking of the Duke) che was the 
oreareſt man in the world. 

But how great ſoeyer he might be, he was not, it ſeems, ſo hap- 
py to pleaſe him now, as he had been at other times; and either 
the Prince had chang'd his inclination with the face of Aﬀairs , or 
if he yet retain'd a kindneſs for him , the ſtrict Orders he had = 
| | celv 
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ceiv'd from Court, would not give him leave to diſcover it; ſo 
thathe grew impatient of his ſtay at Bordeaux, from whence al- 
ſo the Duke was rcſolv'd not to depart , till ſome Afign- 
ments were firſt paid him,leſt after his back ſhould be once turn'd, 
that money might be converted to other uſe. 

The delays therefore growing inſupportable co the Prince , he 
reſoly'd to complain of themco che Court , from whence that he 
might the more ſpeedily obtain the thing he defir'd (which was a 
poiitive command for the Duke to depart the Province) he ac- 
companied his Complaint with a very. ill Ofhce, which though 
deriv'd from a very light occaſion, yet in the evil aſpe& of the ru- 
ling Planets of that rime, the leaſt pretext was bur too powerful 
an argument to prejudice a man already proſcrib'd for ruine. Ic 
was then no hard matter for the Prince to obtain his deſire of the 
Court, and that in terms of the greateſt ſeverity, it being laid that 
he had Orders for the Duke to depart from Bordeaux without fur- 
ther delay, and to retire himſelf ro his Houſe Plaſſac, according 
to the leave he had defir'd, and obtain'd, with an Injunction 
moreover not to ſtir from thence till his Majeſties further Pleaſure. 

It ſhould ſeem that the Prince would retain ſo much reſpe for 
the Duke upon this occaſion , as not to afflict him betore his de- 
parture with the knowledge of. this ſevere Command, contenting 
himſelf with communicating the Diſpatch ro ſome few only of the 
Duke's Friends,and Enemies, without delivering irto himlelt: but 
not one of his Friends would take upon him to be the bearer of 
ſo unwelcome news, all of them generally apprehending leſt the 
Duke, after ſo ill uſage, and (o contrary from what he had reaſon 
to expect at the Princes hands, might laſh out into ſome, paſho- 
nate expreſſions, that would begert ill blood berwixt them. . At laſt 
he departed from Bordeaux in May,when not conceiving\himlſelf to 


befoillus'd cither by the Prince or the Court, as he really was, bee 


fore he began his Journey,he would go to receive his Commands; 
where after ſome expreſfions of Complement , and Reſpe@, he 
cold him, **That he was going to undertakea War ,, wherein he 
« would infallibly meer with greater difficulties. than had been re- 
© reſented to him : That it was nor likely the King of Spain, 
* whoſe Power throughout all Europe was. ſufficiencly known, 
& would ſuffer one of the beſt places of his Dominions to be loſt, 
* without attempting to relieve ic : That he did therefore 
*humbly beſeech his Highneſs, if any occaſion ſhould- hap- 
© pen wherein he might be ſerviceable, eithcrio the King , or 
* ro himſelf, he would be plcas'd to honour him with his Com- 
© mands; thatin caſe he would do him that favour , he would 


engage 
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© engage within fafteen days/afrer he ſhould receive his Summons, 
. to bring him athouland Gentlemen to the Fromticr;; at the head 
. * of whom heſhould take ix for a greatglory to die, thereby to ac- 
«* quire his Highneſs the Honour of a ſignal Victory. The Duke 
might without all doubt: haye been a great deal better than his 
word, had he been made uſe of upon this occaſion, and have ren- 
dred by that means the Battel of Fontarabie as illoftcious, and ſuc- 
celsful,as it prov'd cloudy, and maleyolent to the French Renown. 

The Duke was no ſooner gone, but that the Prince began co 
prepare all things for the War, The Land Army by the exceeding 
diligence he uſed was quickly ſet on foot : bur the Sea Forces were 


ſo long in making ready, that the Prince impatient of their delays, 


by which he was likely to loſe the ſeaſon and opportunity of doing 
the Servicethe King expected from him, advanc'd co the Frontier, 
inveſted the place,and began the Siege. The Enemy alarm'd at the 
Vigour, and Celerity, wherewich the Prince made his Approa- 
ches by Land in, order tothe taking of, the place, having the Sea 
open.to them, two ſeveral times conyey'd Relief into the. For- 


Anno 
1638. 
OV Ys 


creſsin the very face of our Land Army, and at one of thoſe put The Royal 


a Govyernour intoic; a Relicf of ſo infinite importance, as thar ic 
was farſt the caule of the places preſervatipn,and afterwards of the 
diſaſter that befel the Royal Arms. | 0 LO | 

 Iſhallnottrouble my Reader with, a long Narrative of the 
manner of this Siege, I conld on the contrary wiſh it were«n my 
power to cxtinguilh che memory of it for eyer,; not that the 
Enemy however obtain'd any ſo ſignal reputation by ic , they on- 


ly making ule of a kind of Lethargy, of which 'our whole Ar- 


my wasat that time fick ; ſo that although chey made ſhift cojkill 


a few people, that lay without motion, and conſequently unca- 
pable of any reſiſtance; yet. had they no other advancage by it, 
than whattheir Fortune, and our. miſchance combin'd together 

ut into their hands, even beyond their own aim, or expectation. 
And this is alt I ſhould have ſaid of this buſineſs , had not ſome 
endeavour'd to. have engag'dthe Duke de la /alert's Honour inche 
miſcarriage :. but his intereſts being not co be leparated from thoſe 
of the Duke his Father, and the concern here being the viadica- 
tion of Truth,; and. the defence of both their Honours, from Ca- 
lumny, and the malice of malevolent men , I conceive I may 
here be permitted ro ſay (always rctaining the reſpe&t due tothole 


Army bat- 
fled before 
Fontarabie. 


who were not very favourableto them) that it is notto be deny'd, 7, 1.1 
but that the Duke de la/alette was the-firſtman, who going over the Duke 


on foor, and.uptothe middle in water, acthe nead of the Army 
open'd the way into the Enemies Country, beating chem. from 
OP Ggegg the 
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Arno the Trenches they had caſt up upon the Banks of 'the River, to 
1638. defend that Paſs : That atthe Quarter” wherehe commanded in 

* NN the Siege, he had very much advang'd his A hes, and'ſo as 
bi Tolls,” had :nfalibly reduce the place to a neceſhty of betng takeri on thar 
cation. fide, hadit not been reliey'd : neither is it to 'be contradiRed, 
but that he gave adviceto Fighthe Relief ſo foot a9 everic began 
coappear. They know moreover very well, thithe had nothing 

at all rodoin the Siege, atthe time it was rais'd ; he havingre- 

_ fign'd his Poſt tothe Archbiſhop of Bordeaux", by expreſs Order 
fromthe Prince; and under his own hand , thathe was aboyea 

League diſtant from che Bartel, when ir was fotight, and rhar be- 

ing tocally ignorant of the diſorder, till be had'ir from theRun- 

aways, who broughtthe Alarm into. his Quarters ; he thereup- 


on immediately put himſelf into the head of thoſe men he had 
with him: Thatherallicd as many as he could of thoſe that were 
ſquandered, andthar with thele , and his own men having ftaid 
the purſair of the Conquerours, he by that means preſerved all 
thofe, who hadeſcap'd fromthe Defeat, Theſe rraths, though 
ſufficiently knownto all the world, were not nevertheleſs of force 
co hinder his Enemies from laying the whole miſcarriage of this 
buſineſs at his door, and from charging him, who was certainly 
innocent, with che fault of ten thouſand who were guilty, He 
was notſo much as perrhitted withour a Crime, to fer a manly 
countenance upon this diſaſter, orto manifeſt his'Courage, 'and 
Afſurance upon ſodangerous'an occaſion ; even his Valour, and 
conſtancy (an unheard of injuſtice ) 'werethe main things in his 
Accufation, it being objected againſt him'that he'was glad of the 
miſchance, and was obſerv'd to laugh at the Defeat; becauſe he 
did not appear dejeRted , and ſhew'd a countenance , yoid of fear, 
and nlelion. He was not however Jounjuſtto them, buthas 
ever commended (as there was juſt cauſe) both'the Actions, and 
Intentions of thoſe who commanded at this Siege}, never doubt- 
ing in the leaſt of their Sinceriry , and paſhonate defire to' ſerve 
the King effeQtually, and well, andever ate = ry had their 
Valour been ſeconded, as it ought to have been, *they would have 
obrain'd thoſe advanrages over the Enemy, was reaſonably to be 
expected fromtheir Bravery, and good Condu&t > But if the chance 
of Arms was contrary to them , if the panick Terror that ſeiz'd 
the Souldier, would nor permitthem to follow the example” of 
their Leaders; and if his Counſels which would' have procut'd 
ſafety/rothe Army were not follow'd, or approv'd, why ſhould he 
be rendred criminal, for not having'been able to preyaif upon che 
humours, or opinions of other men? - - , 


Some 
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Some days before this Diſgrace hapned , the Duke of Eſpernon Anno 
had return'd without Order into his Government, after having 1638. 
continued ſame months at bis Houſe Plaſſac, wherein his deſign I 
in truth was to have paſs'd away his time in repoſe at his other of Eſpernes 
Houle Cadillac, without intermedling ar all with che trouble of Af- r<torm | 
fairs: neither would he ſo much as go to Bordeaux , to the end jerfrom 1 
that what accident ſoever ſhould happen , nothing might refle& che King in- 
upon him , - nor that he might any ways cal © = 2oyr an 
event of things, which he ever apprehended would be ſiniſter Gene. 
enqugh ; and ſeeing the Orders had been left in the Province, de- 
poſited in the hands of men of very lictle Experience, and Autho- 
rity, and who had ſcarce any other argument.to recommend ; 
chem co that truſt, ſave only the hatred they openly baretohim, 
he very well judg'd by the apparence (which prov'd alſo in the 
ead but too certain) that from thele Orders ill executed (as they 
-_ like to-be) nothing bur diſaſter, and confuſion could 
enſue. 

Whilſt the Dukeliv'd in apprehenſion of this miſhap , here- 74. nuke 
ceiv'd the joyfulleſt news that could poſlibly arrive , which was, of Z/pernon 
that of the Birth of Monſegnieur the Dolphin, the ſame whom we [ee 
now ſee reigning, with ſo much Glory, and Happineſs in the Birth of che 
Throne of France, that there is not that proſperity can fall within P/p5in- 
the limits of Humane Expectation, we may not reaſonably pro- 
miſe roour ſelves from fo auſpicious a beginning, By a Diſpatch 
from the King, dated the fifth of September (the preciſe day of this 
illuſtrious Birth) the Duke was to order a publick Thankſgiving, + 
and to cauſe Bonfires to be made for Joy of this Bleſſing to his 
Majeſty, and the whole Kingdom. The Courrier, who had been 
exprelsly diſpatch'd away to the Duke, having found him at Ca- 
dillac (willing (withour all doubt) to Batter his credulity) told 
hing, © That it was bis Majeſties deſire be ſhould himſelf in perſon be 
aſriſting at the Ceremonies which were to be perform'd in the (ity of Bor- 
deaux, to render the Solemnity the mare Tluitrious by bis Preſence ; 

a deceit that gave a ſtrange addition of joy to the good old Duke, 
who could not in himſclt but hug and applaud his own foreſight, 
. by which he had fo ſeafonably prevented the King's deſire; and 
in that pleaſing error he departed from Cadil/ac the 29'f- of the ſame 
month to ga to Bordeaux, where being arriv'd, he began the very 
ſame Evening by Bonfires, thundering of Cannon , and by infi- 
nite numbers of Lights, ſer up inall the Windows of the City, 
to manifeſt no leſs his own, than the publick contentment ; and 
for a final teſtimony of the high ſatisfaRion he had receiv'd by 
this good news, he rewarded the Courtier with a Chain of Gold, 
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' tothevalue of 500. Crowns, which he gavc him ar the time he 
1638, diſmiſs'd him back with his anſwer to the King. | 
AR ' Butthe inundation of this Joy, than which nothing could be 

The one greater, Was Cas it commonly falls ont) only a fore*tonner of the 

news of the worſt tidings could almoſt arrive, which was the dilafter of Fon- 

D wr tarabie, a privateand uncertain murmur of the defear of our Ar- 

YT: my ariſing even inthe height of theſe-publick Solemnicies, and 
Acclamations ; and as ill News does for the moft part prove 
coo trite ; ſo this which for the ſpace of two, or three hours Was 
4 rumor only, paſs'd on a fiidden'for certain , and met ſo little 
conradidion, that the truth of ic wasno longerto' be doubred. 
The Duke of 'Eſptrnon, though infinitely ſurpriz'd, atthis evil ſuc- 
ceſs; yer not believing the Duke'de [a Palette cotild be any ways 
accomprable fot the miſcarriage, he was at preſent no further af- 
AiRed ar ir, than for what concern'd the prejudice he ſaw muſt 
thence of neceſfity derive to the proſperiry of his Majeſties Af- 
fairs, and the reputation of his Arms: but underſtanding ſoon 
after thattheir common Enemies endeavour'd to lay theblame of 
this baffle upon the Duke his Son , he then began prudently to 
apprehend, thar in the evil diſpoſitions of the” Court againſt 
chem acthat time, ſuch as were emulotss of their Vertue., orthar 
had particular animoſities to the perſon either of the one, or the 
other , would with great eagerneſs embrace this occaſion, 
though infinitely remote, to work their deſired ruine. 

The Duke © As if therefore he had at a diſtance diſcover'd the Cloud that 

vt Eſpernen was gather'd to break upon him, he withdrew himſelf inſenfibly 

Plaſcc. from Bordeaux, under colour of going to viſit his Territories in 

Medvc, where he receiv'd the firſt Command'by the ordinary 
way of the Poſt ro return to Plaſſac, and from thence not to tir, 
till his Majeſties further pleaſure; and preſently after had another 
brought him by Milleres one of the Gentl:men in ordinary to the 
Kinp. This Gentleman had been exprelsly diſpartch'd to the Duke 
dela Palette, ro ſummon him from the King, to come render his 
Majeſty an account of his ations; whom he alſo found very 
ready to obey the Order, and to begin his Journey ſo ſoon as he 
ſhould receive permiſſion fo to do, by the return of a Gentleman, 
he had diſpatch'd away to his Majeſty for that purpole, upon the 
intimation he had receiv'd of the Hl Offices had been done him at 
Court. As for the Duke of Eſpernon having prevented this ſecond 

' Order, by his early retiring, Milleres found him already at Plaſſac; 
from whence he alſo never after departed till three, or four years 
aker, that he went to. end his days at Loches. 


Thovgh irbeno part of my deſign ro anticipate the minds of 


men 


the Duke of Eſpernon, 
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their belief PrediQtions, and Prodigies , to render the perſon of 
whom I ſpeak more venerable, and eftcem'd; I ought not, I 
conceive,nevertheleſs ro omit ſuch memorable accidents, as ſome- 


crimes hapned during the progres of this long and illuflrious Life. 
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men by extraordinary accidents , or to forge, and obtrude upon Anno 


1628, 


I ſhall therefore tell:you, char when the Duke parted from Bor- A very ex- 


deaux to gothis Journey into Medoc, of which | was now ſpeak- 


eraordinary , 
accident by 


ing, he commanded me to ſtay behind in the City , there to ex» L'g"tning. 


pect his return. According to- which Order I remain'd in the 
Town, when hapning one afternogn to be in a' Houſe oppoſite 
to the. Duke's Palace of Paipaulin , about three, or four of the 
Clock, on a ſudden, though the day was exceeding clear, and 
bright, there aroſe (o violeat a Storm, that after two/,-or three 
Claps of Thunder, a Bolt falling upon the higheſt Tower of his 
Lodgings,firſt carried away part of the covering, and from thence 
piercing through che roof of the main Body of the Houſe, ſer 
fire on ſome Furniture of conſiderable value, that were beftow'd 
in the Garret, from whence deſcending Tower into the Duke's 
own Chamber, it made a great Breach in the Chimney , and 
thence piercing further ſtill into the Chamber underneath the 
ſame; wherein bis Sons were us'dto lie, itleft ics mark there allo 
in the Tranſom of a Window, which ie brakein twopieces, and 
proceeded thence to loſe it ſelf in the Foundations of the Fabrick. 
Who is it that would not have been ſtrook at this ill Omen ? 1 muſt 
confeſs that at thattime I was rather willing to ranek this accident 
amongſtrhings of chance, than thence ro derive conjectures of 
any miladventure ro come; conſidering the Portent (if ſuch ir 
were) threatned him, inwhoſe Honour, and good Forcune, I 
was my ſelf-lo nearly concern'd : So that all I made of it was to 
runtothe Lodgings with a Kinſman of mine, who had been 
ſpe&ator with me of this Tempeſt, to look if the flaſh of Light- 
ning we had ſeento dart upon the Tower, had nor fir'd the Houſe, 
which prov'd to be no unleaſonable precaution , we finding the 
Furniture already flaming, fo asto threaten the whole Pile with a 
rocal ruine : but we made ſhift to ger it ſuddenly quench'd, which 
was alſo the only fruit of our Carc, and all that could be done up- 
on that occaſion. L157 

The Duke wasno ſooner arriv'd at his Houſe Plaſſac, but that 
he underſtood by Haumont, whom he had a few days before dif- 
parch'd to Court, to what a degree the King had been incens'd 


Paſſionate 
expreſhons 


againſt che Duke de la /alette his Son; the Cardinal having de- of the Car- 


clar'd ſo highly againſt him, as to proteſt in publick , That he 
would in this caſe execute the Office of the King's Attorney General 
| + 


dinal agair.(t 
che Duke 
de laValctte. 
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Anno in bis proſecution (which were his expreſs words): and that his Maje- 
1638. ſty had not forgot the buſineſs of Corbic 3 nor as yet granted bim an 
WY Indemnity concerning that Affair. To be ſhort , he appear'd ſoim- 
meaſurably animated againſt him , that no one doubted of the 
Duke de la Yalett's manifeſt ruine , ſhould he in this juncture of 
Afﬀairs adventure to go to Court. He had notwithſtanding put 
himſelfupon his way in order to that Journey,when being arriv'd 
near Bordeaux, he there receiv'd information of the evil diſpoſiti- 
ons of the Court towards him , and above all, that the buſineſs 
of (orbie was ſtill upon Record (for as touching that of Fonta- 
rabie , he was not much concern d.) which made him ſendan ex- 
preſs Diſpatch to the Duke his Father, co entreat him, that by 
lome one of his Servants, in whom they might equally confide, 
he would ſend him his opinion concerning his Journey to the 
King. This Servant accordingly arriv'd at Bordeaux the ſame day 
that the Duke de 1aPalette himſelf came thither, where he told 
him from the Duke his Father, © That in an Aﬀeair of the impor- 
* rance of that which vas now in agitation, he ought not to ex- 
** pe&t advice from a Father , who was much more ſolicitous of 
* his ſafety than he himfelf could be : Thar herein his tenderneſs 
* andaffeRion ought to ſtand equally ſuſpeKed to them both : 
That as he durſt not give him counſel to go to Court , know- 
* ing as he did, to. what a dangerous: degree it was animated 
© againſt him ; ſo could he not adviſe him to depart the Kingdom, 
© perhaps never to ſee his face again : That therefore he was him- 
&* {elf to clear all thoſe doubts, and thereupon to form his own 
., determination; whercin if he ſhould reſolve upon withdrawing 
-4af tp 2008 * himſelf out of France, he was by no means of opinion thar he 
red from © ought to engage his Safety on this {ide ſo many Rivers, to come 
65 Erotakehis leave of him , leſt his Enemies might take that op- 
© portunity to attempt fomething upon his Perſon: Thar ſo ſhort 
Wo | . © x Viſit would only ſerve co augment their mutual ' Affliction : 
© That he was therefore to have patience , andto reſerve himſelf 
* for bettertimes : And that he might aflure himſelf of his AC 
* fe&tion, which ſhould never be wantiog to him, whatever could 
* poſhbly arrive. 
The Duke We are now come to the time of the Duke of Hpernon's great- 
of Eſper- eſt Diſgraces, which from henceforward alſo were continual, 
=: drag and unintermitted to the hour of his Death ; and Fortune , who 
v' hadhitherto made a ſhew of going hand in hand with Vertue,and 
Prudence in the condud&t of his Lite, by a volubility, by ſo much 
the more dangerous and unſealonable , as it was theleſs ſulpe- 
ed, and unforeſeen, now torally forſook his Intereſts to leave * 
him 
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bimin the Arms, andtothe prote&ion of hisown (ingle Vertue. 
. The firſt, andthe rudeſt ſhock his conſtancy could poſſibly re- 
ceive,| was theabſence of the Duke dela Palette his beloved Son; 
which aker he had a few days lamented, with the tenderneſs, and 
compaſhon of an excellent, and paſſionately affeionace Father, 
he had news brought him of a rumour, that was already fpread 
at Bordeaux, that the Prince of Conds was to. be made ſole Go- 
vernour of Guienne, and had already receiv'd Orders to diſpoſleſs 
him- of Chafteau-Trompette , therein' to: place one of the King's 
Domeſtick Servants. The Duke had all his beſt Furniture, beſides 
other Riches, laid up in this place ; who having: not ſo much as 
oncedream'd of being ſo ſuddenly diveſted of his Command, had 
notconſequentely at his departure out of the Province, remoy'd 
any thing from thence: Sudden order was therefore to-be taken 
in an Aﬀair of this importance, and even the very moments of 
. timeto be husbanded , which alſo were not many more, than 
was neceflary for the effeRing his purpoſe, Thofe ro whole fide- 
lity and care heentrufted the management of this buſineſs were 
ſodiligent, and fo faichful, that in one night, chey ſecur'd to the 
value of above a million of Livers, whatin Money, Jewels, and 
Plate; of which the Money , and Jewels werecarried to Plafſac, 
and there ſafe deliver'd into his own hands , and' the Plate was 
convey'd to (Cadillac, and all done with ſ@grear ſecrefie, that thoſe 


Anno 

1638, 
SVN 
H- is de- 
pos'd of his 
Gorern- 
ment. 


ro whom the Goverament of the place was a few days after com- - 


mitted, expected to have found all this Treaſure there, which 


if they had, it would have been in great —_ of being putinto 


the King's hands, as the Arms, and other of the Duke's own pe» 
culiar Goods were, which he could never again recover, to the 
hour of his Death. 

So ſoon as they had thus ſtripe the Duke of his Command, 
and wreſted thoſe places he held in Guienne our. of his hands, 
their common Enemies began openly to labour the perſecution 
not only of the Duke ae la Yalette , bur of the Duke his Father 
alſo ; wherein the Father being no ways queſtionable for the diſ- 
aſter of Fontarabie, as having had nothing art all ro do in that Af- 
fair, he was blemiſh'd with all the ignominy that malice could 
invent, or the tongue of Calumny utter, againſt a man of Fide- 


lity, and Honour ; and his Son, who by hisablence lay expos'd_ 


ro all the miſchief was intended againſt him , was proceeded 
againſtas-a Criminal, and a Traytor. In order corhe Duke de 
la Yalat's Tryal, Accuſers, and Witneſſes were found out , ſome 
whereof: were frighted by menaces, and others ſuborn'd by mo- 
ney(for noching was ſpar'd upon this occaſion) into theſe _ 
enc 


The Dake 
of Eſpernort 
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Arm lent Offices; and out of this kind of Evidence an: Information 
1638; was ſuddenly drawn up, ſufficient to darken, and overwhelm the 
LYN deareſt, and moſt unſpotted innocence in the world. The Inter- 

ceſſions, and Services of the Duke de Candel, arid the Cardinal: de 

laValette, whocommandedthe Army of Italy were Fruirleſs;; and 

invalid upon this occaſion ; nay, they had much. ado to;preyail 

for a little Truce, -and ceſſation from thoſe perſecutions , where- 

with the Ruling Powers were reſolv'd to diſquiet the. old Age of 

che Duketheir Father ; and that was granted to them inthe qua- 

lity of an extraordinary Grace, and Favour, which-was hardly to 

' be excus'd without ſhame: With ſo unjuſt a retutn: were they re- 

warded for the expence of their Fortunes , the hazard of their 

Lives, and their continual vigilancy and care , with-an Army,un- 

furniſb'd of all neceſſariesot War, to withſtand the greateſt pow - 

er of the moſt dangerous Enemies to the Crown |, - and 
Kingdom. | | = 

" Ano Alltheſe Affitions, how great ſoever, were yet but the fore- 

1639. runners of thoſe, which by the Divine Juſtice, or Bounty: were 

= Duke prepar'd, wherewith to exerciſe the Duke's Vertue. They ſoon 

a pon ſhifted from outward things, to wound him more ſenſibly in; his 

rouſly ſick. Own perſon ; and whether it were the unkindne(s he took at the 

ill uſage he daily ſuffer'd, or the infirmities of his/ very great; Age 

only, that occaſion'd hisdiſtemper, ſo' it was that he fell into the 

moſt acute, and ag Diſeaſe, he had ever. before ſu- 

Rain'd, during the whole courſe of his Life. He was for four 

months together ſeiz'd with a defluxion of Rhume, by which all 

his Members were ſtrangely benummr'd , and that numneſs ac- 

companied with exceſſive doloursin all his parts : from which 

pain he no ſooner began to find ſome eaſe the March following, 

burchart the joy of his Amendment was ſoon quaſh'd with the 

The Death; fad news of the Death of the Duke de Candale his eldeſt Son. This 

\ of the Duke Son, become infinitely dear tothe Duke his Father ance bis laft 

4 Cant«i** Yiſne, lay at (agel with part of the Army he had in charge joynt- 

ly with the Cardinal de {a alette his Brother ; wherethe tenth day 

of March, falling ill of a Tertian Ague, and that growing to a 

double Tertian at the third Fit , and afterwards to an unintermic- 

red Feyer, itprov'd in the end mortal the eleventh day of his Sick- 

neſs. The Cardinal his Brother immediately upon this-accident 

diſpatch'd away a Courrier to the. Duke their Father to acquainr 

im withir, bur ſome days paſs'd over before any one duritcell 

' him the news, for fear leſt the grief , which could not bur be ex- 

ceeding great, might cauſe him to relapſe into his former diſpoſi- 

tion, from which alſo he was yer but upon the mending hand. 

Art 
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Ar laſt his Servants apprehending it might by ſome, or other be «no 
indilſcreetly and unſeaſonably blurted our, rhey conceiv'd it better 16 39. 
with ſome preparatory arguments, to {weeten the bitterneſs of WY 
his loſs, to make him acquainted with ic, than to detain him ſtill 
in ignorance of a thing, -which could not always, nor very long 
be conceal'd from him. The Duke had kepr about him during 
all che time of his laſt Sickneſs, a Facher Capuchin , in whom he 
repos'd a {ingular Confidence : This good Father therefore as he 
was one day talking with him, having fall'n into a Diſcourſe of 
the.inconſtancy of Humane Life, and the neceſſity of dying, and 
cherein ſlip'd in ſome mention of the Duke de ( andale's Sickneſs, 
the Duke preſently underſtood the reſt, and thereupon ſpar'd rhe 
good man the pains of any further preparation. When his coun- 
tenance, wherein before this parrot their Diſcourle ſomething of 
chearfulneſs had appear'd , ſuddenly changing into a more ſevere 
Gravity (though only ſoas to compole it to his conſtancy he 
ſaid, © Father, [ have eyer been dilpos'd to ſubmit my elf, and 
© all my concerns to the good pleaſure of God ; and | beſecch him 
© of his goodneſsco give me Fortitude enough to:conform.my 
« ſelf alſo toit upon this occaſion : My Son isdead, | am certain 
© of it; andif he dicd in the tear of God, he is happier than we, 
' © atleaſt our of the reach of thoſe perſecutions Forcune is prepa- 
© ring for us who are left behind. After which they preſenced 
him the Letters that contain'd the Relatisn of his Death; by 
which the Ouke being ſatisfied , it had Beenvery conſtant, and 
Chriſtian, he ſaid again, © That he praiſed God fromthe botrom 
&« of his heart, thatin depriving him of one of his chieteſt com- 
© forts, he had yet left him the hope in a ſhort time co lee his 50n 
&« :1 a better Life. He afterwards entertain'd himlelf ſome time 
in pious Diſcourſes with that Holy Man ; after which being 
again laid in bed, that he yer quitted nor, but by intervals, he was 
heard in that privacy, a great while to weep thole rears, and vent 
thoſe ſighs , which with extraordinary violence upon himſelf he 
had ſuppreſs'd whilſt chere was any witneſs by : Bur ater having 
paid what was dueto the impulſe of Nature, he ſurmon'd his 
wonted conſtancy to encounter this Accident ; the bitterneſs 
whereof, though he could by no art baniſh from his remem- 
brance, yerdid he ever keep himlelt upright from manifeſting 
his ſorrow with the leaſt weakneſs. There were very few perſons 
of condition in the Kingdom, who did not. fignihe ro him by 


very civil Meſlages , and kind Letters , ator they ſhar'd with 


ESI 


him in his griet upon this occaſion ; amongſt whom Cardinal 
Richelieu himſelf was one, who made ſhift to find our ſome con- 
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| Anno ſolatory Complements for a man he at the lame inſtant perſecu. 
1639. ted with the moſt bloody effe&ts he could poſſibly inflict upon 
)-LÞ bim, he atthe ſametime proſecuting the Duke de la /alette to the 
4: 1: aletre laſt extreme : For the information that had been drawn up againſt 
ſentenc'dr0 him, having been laid open in the preſence of his Majeſty che 
Confifenrie 25-day of May, the greater part of the Judges had concluded 
on of Ofi- him worthy of Death, the forfcicure of his Offices, and the con- 
ces, £10" fiſcation of his Eſtate ; yet were they nor all of chat opinion, Pre- 
Eftce. fident Believre , amiongf{ the reſt,, raking upon him the honeſt 
boldneſs, to defend the innocence of the accus d, and by an Ora- 
tion no leſs Judicious, and Eloquent, than hardy and equitable, 
acquitting his own Conſcience , and confirming himſelf in the 
high eſteem already conceiv'd of the great Worth, and Integrity - 
which for ſo many happy years have been eminent 1n his Name, 
and Race. 
| Ir would not become me in this place to inlarge my ſelf upon 
the words of this Sentence, it having been pronounc'd by per- 
ſons, to whom too great areſpe&t is due , for any one to dare to 
complain : neither in truthis it to them , that the ſeverity of it 
oughtto be imputed : 'for in criminal matters the Evidence are 
the chief Judges, and conſequently -they at whoſe doory all that 
was extraordinary or ſevere in his proceeding 'oughe of right to © 
be laid. It has ſinceappear'd by the _ and publick juſtificacion 
of the party accus'd, and that inthe face of the moſt Auguſt Tri- 
bunal of Juſtice in/all 'Europe , what has been thought of the 
Depoſitions that were preferr'd againſt him , the Parjiamenc of 
Paris having reſtor'd him co his Honour, Lite, Offices, and Eſtate, 
which had been all taken from him bythe Arreſt of the Council : 
And he has this Obligation to hisEnemies,notonly by their means 
to have had an occaſion whereinto vindicate his Innocency , and 
The Duke Fgnour : but moreover to have receiv'd the Eulogics for his 
de la Vaiette 4 | : ; 2 
ſolemnly brave Services, which his modeſty would not have permicted him 
jaltified. to have endur'd, had his Verrue never been diſpured. 

But this laſt good nor arriving in time to ſerve for any conſola- 
tion to the Duke of Eſpernon, and that all his misfortunes ſuc- 
ceeded in the neck of one another, without any.the leaſt ſhadow 
of Proſperity intervening to ſweeten his Aftfliftion, is not the 

The Duke Rability of h1s mind, and the conſtancy of his Courage highly 
of Eſperni» ro becommended, and admir'd, that could continue ſo firm in 
pon ee Þ all che ſhocks of Fortune? A Fortitude that will diſcover ir (elf, 
privation of much better to our obſervation, if we ſeparately conſider the va- 
a 00d Part r;ous occaſions he had at this time wherein to exerciſe chat He- 
Eitare, roick VYertue, Diſgrace knock'd at his Door from the firſt arrival 


of 
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of the Princein Guienne,as you may have already obſerv'd, and his Anno 


AffliRtions-began to unveil theraſelves in the ill uſage he art that 1639. 
time receiv'd by Order from the Court , very much contrary ro WY WV 


what he .hadall che reaſon in the world co hope for ,- and expect; 
they were continued to. him by the Command he receiv'd co with- 


draw hitaſelt our of his Government , which ſeem'd to: blah 


him with ſome kind of Ignominy and reproach: Bur: what, an 
overplus of; vexation.muft ic needs be, when bythe ill ſucceſs» of 
Fontarabie,, he (aw all the miſcarriage of chat Expedition.caft up- 
on his'Son-?. what agrief to {ce him proſecuted for a Criminal, 
and himlelt-at the ſame time look'd upon as aguilty man-?- They 
were bothof them diveſted of their Offices, and Commands, and 
thole transfert'd. into the hands of their mortal, and moſtimpla- 
cable Enemies : So-thatthe Duke de la Zalette + was conſtrain'd 
to give way totheir Power, and: through infinite dangers to fly 
for Santuary into England, a Kingdom at:that time agitated with 


Mutinous FaQtions, and Civil Diſcords of theirown , whilſt the 
' Father in a, Country Houſe, expas'd to their diſcretion, ſaw hims- 


ſelf Rrip'd of all his Employments, and his-venerable old Age, {o 


highly reverenc'd, and efteem'd chrqughoutthe whole Kingdom, 


become an Obje& of -Scorn to'ſuch as: a few days before had 
truckled under his Authority ,, andcrembledathis Name, If he 
was touch'd to the quick by theſe: Affiftionsy he/was no. leſs ſen- 


{ible of the 9—0"N of all his Priviledges, Appointments, Pen- 


ſions, and other Emoluments, that werethe -lawful Perquiits of 
his ſeveral Offices , and. Commands:; whereby they cur him off 
at one bluw above fifty chouland Crowns of yearly Revenne, and 
by which means he found himſelt reduc'dto:the bare Revenue of 
bis own Eftate, wherein he allo' ſuffer'd a very. conſiderable di- 
minutlon. Thelc Aﬀeronts, and injuries were ſucceeded by long, 
and painful Diſeaſes, and thoſe by tbe death of: his eldeſt Son, to- 
pether with the Condemnation of the lecond,by which Sentence 
he alſo was dead in Law, Yer was not this all , and Almight 
God, who uponlo great, and illuſtrious a Subject would . xv. 
ro manifcſt the ſtrength of his Arm, left him nochiag entire, up- 
on which Hedid notevidently make-ic appear. - There remain'd 
co.him in all theſe miſhaps one refuge, that might ſtill afford ſome 
. Ray, and ſupportto his Aﬀairs , and cheriſh him with ſome hope 
one day to reſtore them to their primitive condition : The Cardi- 
nal dela Palette his Son, was in a great Employment , he had for- 
merly oblig'd Cardinal Richelieuto the higheſt degree , he was be- 
liev'd to be in great favour, and conſideration with him ; he. had 
at leaſt obtain'd a promiſe from him, that the old Age of the 
| Hhhh 2 Duke 
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viſh'd from him withche reſt, and nothing left himto which he 
could in his greateſt extremities have any viſible recourſe. We 
have often heard mention of the ſeveral affliftions and:''chaſtiſe- 


dinal dels raents wherewith Almighty God hath ſometimes: been pleas'd ro 


V alette. 


viſicſinful men: but let us conſider whether amongt all the ex- 
amples of his Juſtice, there be many more eminent , than theſe 
in the caſe of the Duke of Epernon. It had now been'threeſcore 
and two years fincethe Duke firſt caſted rhe {weets'iof 'Fayour, 
from which time Fortune, together with hisown Vertuchad rais'd 
him to all the degrees of Greatneſs, that render men conſiderable 
uponearth': There had ſcarce a year pals'd over his head, which 


had nor added ſomething to his Proſperity, he had acquir'd as 


great Riches , +25 many Offices, and Titles, as much Reſpe&t, Re- 

utation, and Authority, as any other whoever 'of his time : but 
above all, his Greatnels ſeem'd'to beeſtabliſh'd , and ſecure in the 
ſapporc of his-rhree Sons; any'of which by bis merit was ſuffi- 
cient alone to ſuſtain the Burthen, who all three in leſs than fix 
months _ wereraviſh'd from-him; and himſelf reduc'd to the 


| . moſt deplorablefolitude was pollibly robe ſeen, or conceiv'd. He 
 acknowledg'd the Finger of 'Godco bein all this, he ſubmitted 


to his Juſtice, and/was'neverobſerv'd morexo reverence his unre- 
ſiſted Power, than when his hand lay moſt heavy upon him. 

But would it notbe too light a preterition, to paſs over the 
Death of the Cardinal de {a /aletre with fo little Ceremony , and 
rotake no further notice of it, than by 'what has been already 
ſaid? Yes doubtleſs, and it was 'of too great.importance to the in- 
rereſts of the Duke his Father, to be ſlipr over with ſo ſlight a men- 
tion. I (hall therefore tell you, that this Cardinal, after the Death 
of the Duke de (andale his Brother, had alone ſuftain'd the King's 
declining Afﬀairs in Italy, and with a very \inconfiderable Army, 
had at once withſtood the power of our Enemies, and the infide- 
lity of our Allies : but in the end, ' either worn out with the con- 
tinual toil of ſo many Aﬀairs, or wounded with the ill uſage he 
ſaw his Family daily receive, he fell inco a Melancholy , that pur 
him art laſt into a deſperate Diſeaſe. The beginning of this Di- 
ſemper was as light, as it had been in that of the Duke de Candale, 
and the iſſue of it as faral. Arthe firſt news the Duke of Eſpernon 
receiv'd of his indiſpoſition, though he had an account withal, 
that it was without any ſymptome of danger, he could nor ne- 
vertheleſs forbear crying out aloud to thoſe who were abour him, 
That his Son was a dead man. A faying which, though ar firſt 
ſpoke in paſtion only, ina few days turn'd into a Prophelie; the 
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intelligence, that came in from time to time of his condition, (ill 
ſignified an encreaſe of bis Diftemper, till after having feventeea 
days ftrugled with a Dileaſe, that at che fifth had been concluded 
mortal, - he ended aglorious Life, by a very 'conſtanc and Chri- 
ſtian Neath. The Prince of Foinville , eldeſt Son to the Duke 
of Guiſe, exercis'd arthat time his firft Arms, under the Diſci- 
pline of fo dear, and lo generous a Kinſman; the Mareſchal de 
Furenne had alſo an Employment of Hareſehal de Camp in his 
Army, both which wric the Dake of Epernon the {ad pews of 
his Death', But de Thou, who never parted almoſt from his Bed- 
fide in all the time of his Sickneſs; and who'had-his emtire Con- 
fidencein all things, weit a long Relation of,it:tobe preſented to 
the Duke, ſo ſoon as he ſhould be in a condition to endure the 
reading. Here-it was that his Servants were in-the greateſt ftrair : 
they doubred not, bur thatthis'loſs ; which -apparenely gave the 
. laſt blowtoall hishopes, would” afftift him'ro-the laſt degree ; 
and although Nature; and the Yercues of this- Son , ſhould have 
takena leſs impreffion upon him, thaw allthewworld knew they 
. haddone; they yetfear'd, his Conftancy being exhauſted by-pre- 
ceding misfortunes,he haditiot a-ſafficienc ſtock lefe wherewichal 
ro ſuſtain the aſſault of rhis new affliction. In this perplexity they 
had recourſe tod' Epruets Biſhop of Saint Papoul,a Prelate whom 
the Duke, as well for his profound Learning as his exemplary Pi- 
ety, and Goodneſs hadiin great Reverence,- and particular Eſteem, 
The Biſhop at the firſt word very readily: put himſelf inco his 
Coach, and in all diligence came to Plaſſac, where preſenting 
himſelf before the Duke, after he had ſome'time entertain'd him 
with indifferent things , falling at laſt into diſcourle of his 
Sens Sickneſs, hetold him thacall his Friends and Servants were 
in great ſuſpence at ſome uncertain rumours that were ſpread 
abroad in the Country. At thatword the Duke was no more in 
doubt; but that he was dead, yet would he not upon theinſtanc 
extra the utmoſt truth of his unfortunate loſs : bur changing 
his Diſcourſe, entertain'd the Biſhop with Aﬀairs of /another na- 
ture, tillchey were both call'd ro Dinner, as they ſoon after were. 
It may eaſily be judg'd what a Dinner chis was tor the Duke, who 
could feed on nothing ſave his own ſad Imaginations ; his reſt- 
leſſneſs all che while he ſate at meat, ſufficiently manifeſting the 
anguiſh of his Soul ; he notwichſtanding contain'd himſelf in 
this violent agitation of mind, and continued ar Table lo long as 
was neceſſary to ſatisfie what was due to Decency , and Reſpect, 
without ſuffering himſelf ro be tranſporred into any action unbe- 
coming his Gravity, and Wiſdom, The Table being caken _ 
| an 
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Anno and be having retir'd himſelf jnto his Chamber ſooner f than he 
1639. ordinarily us'd to do, he caus'd his Secretary to be call'd in his be- 
LY half towrite to Meffieurs de Foinville, de Turenne , de Thou,: and de 


Fontravilles, to recommend to them the care of his Sons health, 
to whom all humane help was already fruide(s, and vain; wri- 


| ting morcover to him himſelf ſome few lines under his own 


\ The Duke 


of E ſpe>- 
19's COn- 
flancy. 


hand. One of his Gentlemen, who had lately. been fenton the 
ſamcerrand, was now ready t:depart with this new Diſpatch, 
when the Duke , overcome with the violent agitating pf-his 
mind, was confſtrain'd to caſt himſelf upon bis Bed ; where ical: 
ling his Secretary.tohim,. he ſaid to him theſe words :|'*'L do not 
* know. why you ſhould all dally with methys long, nor to what 
* end you ſhould conceal from-me the, Death;of the Cardinal my 
© Son :' is it that you imagine:me lo weak-;- I-haye not Forcitude 
* enoughto ſupport the News ?-\Do not youdeceive-me, as the 
** reſt havedone, bux.tell methcinaked truth, frhich- alſa;cannot 
* long be conceal'd from, me,.1At which, words the poor'Gentle- 
man, who for four qr fivedays had had the pewer to. govern; his 
Tongue, had not now the ſatecommandoyer his Eyes 3 ſo that; 
his Tears having whether hewopyld or ng becray'd him to be! the 
Meſſenger of the.ill news be had hitherto, ſo faithfully conceal'd, 
he proceeded by word of mouth (to intezprec., what' was before 
bur too legible in his tears,, and told his Maſter , ©© That what he 
* had propheſicd the firſt hour be heard of his Sons Sicknes, was 
* but roo true : That the news of. his Death had been brought 
* four days ago, but that his people, apprehending leſt ſo great a 
* blow of miſhap might ruiae his healch , had addreſs'd them- 
* ſelves to Monſieur de Saint Papoul, to fortifgie him with his Con- 
* ſolation, in acquainting him with the faral News. Ar which 
words he lift up his handsro Heaven , and after a profound Sigh, 
cried out aloud, © O Lord, fince thou haſt reſery'd my old Age 
*co ſurvivetheloſsof my three Children, be. pleas'd withal to 
* give me ſtrength, wherewich to ſupport the leverity of thy Judg- 
** ments. Hereupon che Biſhop of- Saint Papoul was prelendly 
call'd in to him,: who, after having highly commended his relig- 
nation of himſelf, and his Aﬀairs to the Will of God, made him 
a Learned Diſcourlc infinitely full of ſuch admirable Arguments, 
and Examples both Chriſtian, and Moral, as were proper for his 
diiconlolare condition : And then it was that they preſented him 
with the relations of the Sickneſs, and Death of the Cardinal his 
Son ; wherein was obſerv'd ſo many teſtimonies of Pjety, and - 
Reſignation, fo firm a confidence inthe Divine Mercy. , and fo 
little concern for Humane Life, that every one concluded bim in- 
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| finitely happy, to have taken his leave of itin ſogood, andſo Amo 
holy adiſpoficion; and it was allo from thence that the Duke de- 1639. 
riv'd his chicfelt Conſolations. After this he requeſted ſome re- 
' ſpite from his Friends wherein to ſatisfic the reſenements of Na- 

ture, and in private to pay ſometears to his Affliction. His Cur- 

tains were therefore drawn, when his tears, which he had hi- L. 
therto with ſo great violence to his ſorrow ſuppreſs'd, having now 

liberty to ſally our flow'd in ſo great abundance, that thoſe about 

him began to fear his immoderate paſſion might endanper his 

health : but having remain'd two hours in this condition , he 

himſelf at laſt rows'd up his ſpirits ſo long overcharg'd with grief, 

and was heard to ſay , ** That Tears were to be left to women,and 

chat it would be a ſhame a man could notallay his grief, but by 

* ſo poor and effeminate a Remedy : That he would live perhaps 

© to {urvive his Enemies : When (ſtarting from his Bed , he had 
ſo great a power over himſelf, as the ſame day again to appear in 

publick. He entreated the Bilhop of Papoul to bear him compa- 

ny, where he walk'd with him above two hours on foot, enter- 

taining him all the while, either with Diſcourſes of 'Piery , orthe 

ſtate of his preſent Fortune , and that with a conſtancy this good 

Prelate could never ſufficiently magnifie,and admire. | 

It muſt nevertheleſs be confeſs'd, thar amongſt all theſe affli- TheDute 

ions which were many , and extreme ; the Duke likewiſe re- *f £/ms 
cciv'd very many, and great Conſolations, or at leaſt what were Gy Cas) 
intended for ſuch, there being few perſons of any eminent con- folatory 
dition in France, who did not manifeſt the parr. they ſhar'd with jg,h from 
him in hisgrief. The King did him the Honourto write very ob- the King, 
ligingly to him ; he receiv'd the ſame Favour from the Queen, the —— 
Maonfienr, all the Princes, Cardinal-Richelieu , and almoſt all who Cardinal, 
wereany ways conſiderable , either in Birth, or Dignity in the 974 ,mot ot | 
Kingdom, gave him teſtimonies , either of their Aﬀe&tion , or nenr per- 
Eſteem upon this ſad occaſion. Bat if out of all chele Cgmple- mat; 
ments he did extra any real Conſolation, it was chiefly-from the > 
gracious manifeſtations of the Queens Royal Favour to him, 

which took (o much the deeper impreſſion upoa his mind, by how 

much he knew they proceeded from the heart of this excellent 
Princeſs. He had ever made her the obje& of all his Services, 

neither was there any he would not have been very ready to have 
perform'd for her, even in this moment of his greateſt Adverſity : 

An inclination,that as it gave him a legitimate Title to her Grace, 

and Favour, ſo was he the man of all the other Great Ones of 

the Kingdom, thar had the higheſt place in her Eſteem : but the 


condition of the time not permitting her to manifeſt it co that 


degree 


" 
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| Anno degree her Majeſty could havedeſir'd, ſhe did upon this occafi- 
1639. ok ſhe had the liberty ro do 3 which was to fad him a very 
LSYV obliging Letter, written with her own hand, of which the Con- 


tents were thele. 


. 1 Couſin, | 

The Queens © I cat here neither fully expreſs, nor alcogether conceal the 
_—_— of © ſorrow I ſhare with you for the loſs you have ſuſtain'd in the 
Elows. © perſonof my Coulin the Cardinal de la Yalette your Son ; the 
<« (ence whereof being too great to be exprels'd by words , I ſhall 

© gnly entreat you to believe, thar I partake in it equally with any 

& perſon living : And ſince it is from God alone, that you are to 

&« hope for atrue Conſolation, I do from my heart beſeech him of 

« his Divine Goodneſs to fortifie your mind againſt the ſevericy of 

« this accident, and to pour his Bleſſings upon you in tne abun- 

« Jance thatis heartily wiſh'd by her, whom you know really to 


«he 
3 


| Your very good Couſin 


From St. Germains en Laye | 
the 12 of Offob. 1639. Fo Anne. 


Cardinal Richelieu alſo would not upon ſuch an occaſion be 
wanting in the Ceremony of a Complement ; bur it ſignified no 
more thanſo, and theſe were the words. 


My Lord, 
The Cardi- © I cannor ſufficiently manifeſt to youthe extreme ſorrow I ſu- 
naI's' Letter © (ain for the Death of Monſieur, the Cardinal de la Valette , and 
es « the affliction wherewith you muſt of neceſlity reſent ir. So that 
* being my ſelf incapable of receiving any Conlolation upon this 
« ad Accident, | am ſo much the more unfit to adminiſter it to 
«0u, The manner wherewith I everliv'd with him , his Aﬀe- | 
« tion towards me, and the ſingular Eſteem I ever had for him, 
& \yill without much difficulty perſwade you to believethis truth , 
« which is ſo certain,that were it poſſible for a man with his Blood 
« toredeem ſuch a Friend, I would give a great deal of mine to re- 
« rrive him. There is none ſave God Almighty himſelf, who can 
« allay your Griefs, I beſcech you therefore to apply your ſelf to 
* him, and to believe that Iam, 
My Lord, 


From Lyexs the 19% EET 
of 0Ffeb. 1639. | Your, &c. 


Ir 
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oblige another, the Cardioal de la Y alette had oblig'd that of Ri- 
chelieuro the higheſt degree : which made the Duke of Eſpernon 
(importun'd by his Friends to try if he yer retain'd any memory 
of that Friendſhip he in his Letter ſo highly profeſs'd) in the end 
to obtain ſo much of his own haughty humour, as to write to 


him this that follows. 


My Lord, 


** The Teſtimonies you have done me the honour to give me The Dake 
*inone of your Letters of the part you ſhare with me in the grief 
* I ſuſtain for the loſs of my Son the Cardinal de Ia Valette, has 
* made me hope you will be no leſs ſenſible of the other Affi- &icheliew, 
* tions, and Grievances wherewirh I am from all parts aſſaulted. 

"I ſhall cherefore take the liberty to repreſent them to you, andto 


* tell your Lordſhip, char ſince the time I left my Government to 


< retire my {elf to this place, there is no ſort of Injury , or Our- 


rage with which I have not by my Enemies been unjuſtly of- 


tended: Who after having difſected me in publick 


b 
* ous Declarations, have ſince publiſh'd defamatory Libel 


injuri- 
againſt 
* me, therewith, as much as in them lies, co blemiſh che Ho- 
<* nour I have juſtly acquir'd in the Service of the Kings my/Ma- 
* ſters. Neither have they been ſatisfied with attempting upon 
© my fingle Perſon, and the Perſons of, my Sons. only , bur I 
© haye neither Friend, nor Servant , they do not moſt violently, 
«and injurioully perſecute, as if it were a Crime ro embrace, or 
« own my Intereſts, and Concerns. I know (my Lord) that nei- 


« ther the King,nor your ſelf know anything of this proceeding, 
© andthatyouare too juſt to conſent, that after fourlcore years 
« paſs'd, of which the greateſt part have been employ'd in the 


* Service of the Kings my Maſters, aud for the good of che King- 


© Jo, I ſhould beſo ſeverely us'd under your Adminiſtration. 
© Ihavenow loſt the Cardinal my Son, whilſt ſerving the Kingin 
© Italy, his elder Brother but a few months ſince went before/hum; 
< which greatlofles I have born with patience our of the ſolecon- 
© (deration of the Service they periſh'd in , which has ſery'd for 


<« ſome allay to my. Affliction. - I aflure my ſelf that their Merits, 


« 2nd Services (ſince I my ſelf am no more in a condition to 
<ſexye.cither his Majeſty or you) will (my Lord): at leaſt ſecure 
< the repole of an afflicted Father, who daily expeRts that benefit 


« from-his Age,.and Nature, &c. 


From Flafſac this firſt of Decemb. 1639; 


+.» 44 4 
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It was ſufficiently known toall France, that if one Friend can _gno 
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of Eſper- 
non*s Letter 
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Amo This Letter with how great reluQtancy ſoever the. Duke had 
1639. conſented to write it, though it produc'd. no good effe& , che 
LY Duke notwithſtanding who had expeRed no better ſuccels, reap'd 
this advantape by it, that he by that means deliver'd himſelf from 
the importunities of thoſe who otherwiſe would upon other oc- 
caſions have been preſſing with him to have been ſtill imploring 
the Cardinal's Favour. Burt after this Repulle nothing of that na- 
ture was ever more to beextorted from him ; fo that if he after- 
wards writ, it was ever either to preſerve the Decorum of com- 7}. 
mon civility, or upon pure neceſiiy , or to the end his Friends 
might not condemn him for baving by his own obſtinacy pull'd 
upon himſelf the miſchiefs which had long been preparing againſt 
him. Thus thereforedeptiv'd of all humane afliftance, ſince the 
Cardinal (without whom all the reſt of what Quality ſoever fg- 
nified nothing) was oppoſite co his Intereſts, he wholly refign'd 
himſelf into the hands of God; and would nov more make ap- 
. plication toany other butto him alone. He had ever born a great 
Reſpe&;and Zeal to Religion; and for above twenty years beforc 
his Death, had been obſerv'd to be (o conſtant to his Beads , thar 
not aday paſs'd over his head wherein he did not ſpend chree 
whole hours in Devotion. Actthis time, as the perſecytions of ma- 
levolent men grew more violent againſt him , ſo did he redouble 
his Prayers to Heaven , and has ever believ'd , that ic was from 
thence he deriv'd the ſtrength, and fortitude to ſupport allthe ac- 
cidents that befel- him, and the diſgraces chat were hourly mulci- 
lied upon him. 
' mo This calm and innocent way of living created either ſo great an 
1640. eſteem for his Vertue, or ſogreat a compaſſion 'for his Adverficy 
in the minds of men , that there was ſcarce atiy who did not ma- 
nifeſt ſome tendernes for a perſon of his eminent condition ſo 
unjuſtly oppreſs'd. Inſomuch that the Prince of Conde, who had 
not been able (ſo poſitive his Orders were) to avoid employing 
his Authority to the ruine of his Fortune, could not but diſcover, 
thar he alſo amongſtthe reſt was touch'd with commiletation of 
his Wrongs, and deplorable condition; ſo that whether it were, 
thar he thetein glancd at ſome particular advantages to himſelf, or 
chat it was meetly an at of his Generoſity in order to the Duke's 
© repoſe, heſent him word as he was upon his Journey to Bordeaux : 
Tre "roce © That he had compaſſion on his Misfottune, and Solitude, ahd if 
fers bus Ser- © he unluckily had formerly had a hand in the Diſpraces had be- 
vicerorhe ** falln him, he would much more willingly employ it to his rce- 


Duke of E/- a RG | 
pernon dic * dreſs : That his Afflictions how great ſoever,, were not alroge- 


ſome Con- © ther without remedy ; but that he had one Son till ſurviving, 
ditions. | 


from 
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"from whom he mighs yer derive.comfort : ' That alchough the Anno 
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© Court was highly animaccd,and incens'd againſt him, he would 1 640; 
© notwithſtanding do. his urmoſtendeavour, and ſet it hard to 


© obtain his, rerurnintoiFrance; provided he would be content 
ro,I6 his Governments, in lieu whereot he would alſo pro- 
* cure him: ſome reaſonable recompence ; and that by this means 
© he might ſpend the xemainder of his days. in company , which 
< itſelf would rendex the worſt of. evils ſupportable to him.. Gee 
neſte 2-Counſellorin the Parliament, of Bordeaux, known of long 
to have been-a particular Friend to the Nuke, was made choice 
of i by the Prince to offer this propoſal to him z., but he had loſtru- 
Etions withal;not to. own he did it. by any expreſs Order from the 
Prince, ;unleſs.he ſhauld firſt perceive the Duke very ready to em- 
brace.the motion..,'The,Duke, unable to endure the firſt overture, 
wouldireturn;no anfyer ar all, chinking by that, means to diſin- 
gage firnſl from that waplealing Treaty: butthe Prince, who 
(as it was. (ſaid) having calt his cya upon- Languzdec, and openly 
diſcovered adelire 4 beinveſted, in/that Gavernment:, had: per- 
haps adefign to. make that of Gujenne the Price.,of the other. Ir 
was-moreover believ'd he had a mind. to 'tranſlate the Office of 
Colonel into the hands of a Fayourite , thereby ro promote his 
own pretence: For one , or þoth: of theſe reaſons therefore he 
would not be. repuls'd. at the Duke's firſt-cacit denial : but. not 
long after having left Bordeaux 40 return to Court , his way 
through Xaintonge gave him opportugity, as, he. paſs'd by to (ce 
the Countide Fongac, the King's Lieutenant inthat Province. and 
one of the moſt intimate Friends the Duke at that time had in the 
Kingdom. To him therefore he gave expreſs charge to go to the 
Duke, and to go through with that Negotiation, he had not,on- 
ly occaſionally committed to Geneite ; to. which he allo requir'd a 
preciſc and: poſitive anſwer. The Count de Fonzac could do no 
other, than obey the Prince in this, parcicular, chough he was al- 
ready very well aſſur'd, he ſhould bring him/no Feisfactory re- 
turn from the Duke concerning chis Aﬀair This Gentleman was 
without all doubt the depolitary--of the Duke's moſt ſecret 
choughts, and intentions; and I am certain in ſeveral very ims- 
portant occaſions had-prov'd exceeding faithful to him : So that, 
there being ſcarce any thing reſerv'd, which he did not freely com+ 
mir.tg hisSecreſie, and Truſt, itis to be preſunud the Duke had 
not conceal'd from him this Propoſition from the Prince , toge- 
ther with the fix'd and determinate Reſolution he had put on as 
to thar buſineſs. He therefore only confirm'd to. him anew, what 
he had. already ſufficiently afſur'd him of, defiring him withal, 


I1iii 2 ſince 
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y=_ ſince the Prince would have a poſitive anfwer,,' to te him 6n his 
1640. behalf, © That he could have wiſh'd, having ever honout'd him 


Which are 
rejected by 
the Duke. 


« 25 he had done, he had ſooner had thoſt conſiderations for him, 
© he was pleas'd at preſent to profeſs : That his compaſſion was 
© now out of ſcafon : That he was content aloneto undergo all 


< his misforrunes the remaining part of his life , and that he had 


* much rather never more ſeethe Duke de {a Palette his San,” than 
© to ſee him reduc'd to the condition of a -ptivate perfor! :*' Thar 
« he would 9 no Recompence © for his Offices, and Comms 
© mands, foraſmuch as he was reſolved neyer to part with then ; 
* and that he had enough remaining through the favour and libe: 
« rality of the Kings his Maſters, to ſparethoſe profits, and emos 
« [urrients he had formerly receiv'd, And'*6the end thit for the 


_ timeto come he might ſecure himſelf from being any more im- 


New perſe- 
curions Ir 
the Duke 
ot -Eſpernon, 


portur'd with ſueh diſtaſtefulpropolols, he declar' d aloud, rhat 
ſhould any of his Friends ever enterrair} hitn with the like dif- 
courſe, he ſhonld never cake. thatman- for bis Friend 'apain 2 but 
incaſe any over'whorm he had'an Authority ſhould oh ooh once 
to open his mouth to-ſach a'pyitpoſe, he would handle him fo as 
ſhould manifeſt ro allthe wortd how highly he was offended at 
the motion. | 6b: 4A iO v1 {tl | 

The Duke ſoon ivd that the Cotift "was by fio means 
pleas'd with this anſwer, the ill ulage he had hithertoreceiv'd, be- 
ing after this refuſalevidently doubled upon himz; inſomuch chat 
he had news broughtthe Cardinal had beeti- importun'd” by the 
Enemiecsof his Family, to remove him from Plaſſac, eliat being 
(as they pretended) too near to Bordeaux, where, by the conveni- 
ence of ſo dangerous a vicinity, he might ſtiff maintain a Corre- 
ſpondencethere, and ſer what praRices he'pleag'd on foot ,' to the 
prejudice of the Publick Peace. Thas even when confin'd to a 
Cotintry Houſe, diſarm'd, and naked, as hethen was, and as ic 
were buricd under his own ruines, his fole Name, and Authority 
was formidable to his Enemies, even in ſo. low acondition. Such 
as were moſt violent againſt him, advis'd to have him ſhue up in 
Priſon, and the more moderate fort would only have himconfin'd 
to ſome remote places, which they had already pointed out for 
him in Auvergne. Yer did all theſe ill-ſounding rumours ar this 
time produce no evileffets, and it was ſaid the Cardinal would 
keep his word, he had given to the Cardinal dela Palette, not to 
add to the perſecution of the Duke his Father ; bur if he did not 
openly do ir,, and fo as to-own his own a , he atleaſt gave the 
Duke's moſt implacable Enemies leave to do what he himſelf was 


eitheraſham'd of, or had no mind to own , :men who abuſing 


that 


LY os 
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that liberty committed our-rages againft him , unworthy beth of Anno 


their own; and his condition; and ſuch as the Prince, who at this 
rime was no ways favourable co him, could not himſelf endure, 
and therefore did him a nobleright: but I rather chooſe ro omic 
the recical of it, than to revive the reſentment of things almoſt, 


if not altogether,extinpuiſh'd and forgot, by a relation that would 


otherwilſe-perhaps, be pertinent enough ro myRtory. 

- Inthis violent perſetution,the Duke's Seryants hnmbly advis'd 
him to ſlacken the ſtiffneſs, he had hitherto ever maintain'd, and 
eſpecially towardsthe Cardinal ; in hopes that by a lictle ſoothing 
his vain humoyr (immeaſurably- greedy of Glory) with ſome- 
thing above what he had formerly us'd to do, he might obtain 
fore ſatisfaction from him. Whercupon they repreſented to him 
the examples of the Princes of the Blood, who by having alictle 


' warp'd from their degree, and parted with ſome ſmall advantages 


1640. 
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in his conſideration, had by fo doing given the other Grear Ones 


of the Kingdom an honourable colour, and pretext” to go ſome- 
thing leſs in their Quality alſo in che Cardinal's Favour : Fa thele 
Arguments could by no means prevail upon his invincible Spiric. 
He made anſwer ; Thar could he- ever deliberate ro ſubmit to 
* civilities beyond what he had uſually done , he ſhould how- 


' ever much leſs do-itin the time of his Diſgrace , than ar any 


© other : ' That he ought no more to conſider the condition to 
« which Fortune had now reduc'd him, than that from which 
&« he was fall'n : That what at another time would paſs only for 
* Complement, would now be interpreted an a of Fear : Thar 
&«;f he muſt periſh, he had mnch rather have che injuſtice of his 
© Enemics whereof to complain , than to_ Rand oblig'd co his 
« own weakneſs for his preſervation : That the example of the 
& Princes of the Blood ſignified nothing to him : Thar their Qua- 
© lity was inſeparably annex'd to their Birth : Thar therefore ir 
& could never by any demiſfion of theirs be alienared from. them : 
< That what would be call'd Prudence in perſons of that conditi- 
* ON to accommodate themſelves to the.cime, would be interpre- 


< ted an inexcuſable meanneſs in him"; and that they ſhould never 


© fe him do any thing, either by example or per{waſion , chat 
© ſhould in the leaſt prejudice, or refle& upon his Honour, . 
| Beforcthis, and ſoon after the Death of the Cardinal de la Va- 
lette, ſore there were who endeavour'd to perſwade him to ask 
of the King, and the Cardinal ſome of the Benefices which were 
become vacant by bis Deceaſe; but he with the ſame conſtan 
refus'dto do that aſd, telling thoſe who urg'd him fo to do, 


* That he would not augment the grief of hisloſs,by the _ 


The Duke 
of E ſper - 

non's noble 
conſtancy, 
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« of a repulſe.: That being d ivd of the paces of - his 
«Son, his Eſtate was to him of very linleconfi 


deration; and 
<« thatif bis Enemies had had the pleaſure of making him unhape 
« py, they ſhould never have thar of reproaching him, that they 
« had ynade him. do any mean, or uphandſomething. 


' Solong beforethis alſo, as from the Duke's firſt arrival at Plaſ- 
ſac, ſome of his Servantsthinking thereby to flatter his thrifcy hu- 
mour, had propos'd to him, in the great diminution of, his Re- | 
venue, ſomeretrenchment in his Expences alſo: a propoſition 
in truth by che Duke well enough receiv'd , conſidering that in a 


private Country Houle, neither his Table,nor his Stables requir'd 


. the ſame Splendour, as when he refided in his Government, ſo 


that he morcover gave way an. account ſhould be ſtated, ro ſee 
what they could reduce his Expences to : but when it came to 
the pulh, he rejected all, ſaying, ** That he bad for above three- 
< ſcore years together maintajn'd.bimſelf jn the ſame Port , and 
«Luſtre, arfd that thoſe who were his perſecuters ſhould never 
&« have that advatitage over him, as to make himabate in theleaft 
« of his ordinary way of living, and that finally in the ſame Splen- 
& dor he had liv'd, he was reſoly'd he would dye. 

 /Tis methinks a very ſtrangething, and very well worthy our 
obſervation, that amongſt all the Alarms were daily given hi, 
inall the adverſities he was made to undergo., and with all the ill 
news, which cither to affli&, or forewarn him, he hourly receiv'd, 


| henever loſt (as he himſelf did profeſs) ſo much as one nights 
' Neep. Athing no one can impute to his inlenſibility , who was 


but too tender that way, and over-ſenhble of the leaft touch of 
Offence. Who is it then, but muſt admirethe ſtability, and unſha- 
ken conſtancy of that noble Soul, which in-the fury of all theſe 
Tempeſts (ſufficient to diſorder the greateſt reſolution) remain'd 
as calm, and undiſturb'd, as in the moſt tranquil eſtate of his moſt 
proſperous Fortune ? | 

| Neither was he content to maintain this ſerenity , and Stoical 
contempt of injuries in, his own perſon : he would moreover 
that his Servants ſhould be inſpir'd with the ſame en + , and 


= wa Principles, of which I bave ſeen fome incur his diſgrace, 


or having only wept beforc him. He thought men of ſuch mean 


Spirits unworthy of his Dependence, and would above all things 


that without diſguiſe, or reſervation, they ſhould acquaint him 
with the true ſtate of his Aﬀairs, how foul ſocver it might be; 
being accuſtomed to ſay, - © That it was a kind of Conſola- 
* tion to know the worſt of things ,, and to what a. degree a 
* man was unhappy ; fince Doubts, and Fears, rendring ” evil 

| infinite 
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* infinite to the imagination, it was in that incertitude utterly Anno 


*;mpoſhble, for any one ro take a true meaſure, or to form right 1640. 
< reſolutions, from things that were boundleſs;and unlimited : Bur YT 


withal, hewhoſe Office it was to acquaint him with any thing of 
thatnature, was alſo to have a care fo to compoſe his counte- 
nance, that he might not therein diſcover either ſorrow, or ap- 
prchenſion. Nay he would himſelf oftentimes antedare his own 
Affition, by asking ſuch as were oblig'd to diſcourſe his Af- 
fairs to him, if they had heard no ill news that day ? occaſion- 
ally comforting thoſe in whom. he repos'd the greateſt 'confi- 
dence, and appearing himself, in all ourward ſhew, the leaſt con- 
cern'd at the misfortunes befel him, © | 
In the greateſt Confuſion of things, and the moſt vioknt hear 
of his Perſecution, he was with nothing ſo much delighted, as 
to hear what a fear his Enemies were in, and how mach they ap- 
prehended his Power. Unhappy as he was, he yet rerain'd ſo much 
vanity, as to ſuffer himſelf to be tranſported with that kind of 
adulation ; a frailty, which as it ſooneſt , and with great facili» 
ty infinuares it (elf into the moſt generous minds , was alſo the 
laſtthing almoſt that forfook him. TED LbT 
He was never heard inthe greateſt height of Adverlity co com- 
plain of Fortune; but on the contrary, when ſome of his Friends 
have ſometimes puthim upon that Diſcourſe, would ſay, © Thac 
© he ſhould be very ungraceful forthe benefits of Fortune, who 
© had for the ſpace of threeſcore years been concinvally favour- 
© ableto him, ſhould he murmur, or repine, tha ſhe ſhould for- 
© ſake him for the ſmall remainder of time he had now to liye:: 
© Thathe had rarely obſcrv'd a whole life ro be fortnnate, even 
< of thoſe had been much ſhorter than tris, and that in the incbn- 
<« fancy, and inftability of Humane Afﬀairs, it was no little ad- 
« yantape to have been reſerv'd for the Trial of Diſgrace, ill a 
«© tire when he was hardly any more capable of taſting che ſweets 
of amore proſperous Fortune. 6 i 
That which onght yet further co make us admire the Conſtan- 
cy, and Vigour httver keptentire ingll his Words, and Aﬀtions 
is, that he was nieicher with-held by amoroſe Gravity inthe one, 
nor hiſttied on by an imperiious Fury in che othet; He very well 
underſtood that his way of living was utterly cofcrary to the cort- 
ſticutiofhr of the time, and in ſpeaking of his own Condue, 
would Tometirtiesconfeſs'ts his particular Friends, that having 
dfrery reflected itpon his own Carriage , = before it had pull'd 
uport him th6ſe Dilgracts which now lay ſo heavy upon him ; 
ſhottld* he haye -diſcoyet'd his SonSinclin'd co follow che fate 
oY Maxims, 


pI 
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Anno Maxims, he would have diflwaded them from ic : bur that ha- 
1640. ving himſelf kept up ſomething of a ſteady humour throughout 
WY the paſt ay he thought ir now unficro depraye, and give the 
lye to threeſcore years of life, co preſerve what yer remain'd, with 
— imbecillity, and ſhame; and hatif he muſt fall he would periſh 
altogether. al | 
But though he obſtinately maintain'd this ſullen , and wilful 
humour in matters wherein he conceiv'd his Honour to be con- 
cern'd, he wanted not neyertheleſs complacency , and reſpect 
enough in things that only reſpected his Duty, This year there- 
. fore having produc'd the King ewo brave Conqueſts, namely,chat 
of Arr45, and that of Turin, he would not, upon this occaſion, 
fail ro manifelt che intereſt, that, as a gogd Frenchman he pretended 
ro, inthe proſperity of his Majeſties Arms. A Complement that 
was further directed to the Cardinal, who doubtleſs had a very 
great ſharc in allche ſuccefles of his Majeſties Aﬀairs. The Count 
de Maile was the Envoy of this Diſpatch , by whom this Afﬀair, 
and ſome other of, the Duke's concerns, were ſo diſcreetly ma- 
naged, that he brought back a very favourable Letter from the 
Cardinal, rogether with ſeveral expreſſions by word of mouth of 
far greater kindneſs : but the cffefts were very different, as we 
ſhall ſee in the revolution of the enſuing year. © =... 
Bur beforowerake our leaves of this , I muſt preſent you with 
the Relation of a little Accident, by which ic will appear!; -that 
even in the heiphe of his Diſgraces, Fortune could not fo altoge- 
ther forger the Duke, bur chat the muſt impart ſome of her petry 
Favours to him ; , which though nor ſufficieateo;/compenſace his 
Adverlity, (be, ac leaſt by cholecrifling Obligations; madeic ſee 
ſhe could not find in her heart cotally ro abaridon/ a perſon who 
Three re- had formerly been ſo dear unto her,, A young Fellow the, Dake 
markable | . 1 
ſtories of bad bred, and brought up from his Infancy tothe age of man, 
the D'\ke and by whom he had long been attended in his.Chamber , fo far 
x ile 9a} at laſt forgot his Duty, as co defipn to rob his. Maſter. He was 
Forune, not long before he executed thatdefign, and with ſuch dexterity, 
whereotch's that he purloin'd two thouſand Piſtols out of a. Trunck in hig 
| ants Bi the Duke diſc8vering nothing of his loſs till above 
ſix months after, This Companion having, thus perform'd his 
Feat, was, with his Maſters leaye retir'd into; his own Councry,, 
upon the Frontiers of Spain, where be bad cicher, jmbezzeld., or 
laid out a good part of the money.. The Duke no. ſooner dilco- 
ver'd the Theſe , bur char he as ſoon gueſt y - had been, the 
Thief, and nam'd him. cothoſe wha were then; waiting: in his 
Chamber: buthewasat firſt in ſore ſuſpence,, . whether: or no 
: | he 
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he ſhould buſtle in a buſineſs, thatic would be: nocafie matter for 
him to prove. Inthe cnd importun'd. by ſome of his Servants, 
not to tolerate an Aion of (o ill example, he ſent away a Prevoſt 
to take him, wherein he was alſo {o ſucceſsful , as ro have him 
forc'd away from his own Country (the moſt favourable tojAQi- 
ons of this nature in France.) and brought before him, where be 
was no {ooner come, bur that he confels'd his fault ,: and reftor'd 
the money he had taken ro a * Teſton, | 

This Story puts me in mind of two others:,: which I conceive 


Metz, at Velpers upon a ſolemn Feſtival : he whoſe Office it was 
to Cenle the Prieſts, came allo to offer irtothe Duke, who pul- 
ling off” his Gloves with greater reſpe&t to receive.the Honour was 

done him, a Diamond of very great value he wore upon his 
Finger, drop'd out of the Socket, and fell to ground without his 
taking any notice of it at all : But che Cenſor was ſoon aware of 
the accident, and that he might with the more cleanly conveyance 
gather up the Diamond, having niade a Revyerence fo low, as 
with his knees to touch the ground, he with great dexterity ſnaprt 

up the Stone without being oblerv'd by any, and retir'd. The 
Duke having again put on his Gloves , ſaid out the remainder of 
the Office, which being done, he return'd home to his own Lodg- 
ing. Suppertime being come, and the Duke being to waſh be- 
fore he ſate down to Table, going to pull off his Ring, as he al- 


ways 1is'd ro. do, when he waſh'd his hands, he perceiv'd the 


Stone to be loſt : Whereupon without further aſtoniſhment , or 
deliberation, he gave order to have the man that Cens'd ar Ve- 
ſpers brought before him. He had obſerv'd, though without any 
kind of ſulpicion, the extraordinary low Reverence the Fellow 
had made him, and his quick and ready apprehenlion made him 
now jealous, that ſo unuſal a Complement had not been ' paid 
him without ſome deſign. The man being therefore brought be- 
fore him, he without more Ceremony , or Examination , poſi- 
tively demanded of him his Diamond , which the other ar farft 
deny'd : butbeing commanded the ſecond time to produce it, 
and that preſencly, or he ſhoyld be preſently hang'd,che poor man, 
as if that word had been of as great validity, as an hundred Wir- 
neſſes, and ſo many Judges , without making any other reply, 
humbly beſought the Duke ro let ſome of his people go home 
with him for his Diamond, which he allq immediately reſtor'd. 
In this his own Wiſdom was his Friend, and another leſs circum- 
ſpe&t wouldalſo haue been leſs favour'd by Fortune. 


But I ſhall here preſent you with a third accident of the ſame Therlbird 
Kkkk nature, *'*- 


Anno 
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ought notto be omitted, Being one; day in the great Church of Story. 
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Anno nature, which wasa pure effe& of Chance, and of which the 


exarnple may go hand in hand with thoſe marvellous Buccefles, 
which are related for wonderful, even of ſuch as have been the 
moſt eminently favour'd'by Forcunc. The Duke many years be- 
fore all this, going one time to Paxis, had taken Loches in his way, 


' 25 he ordinarily us'd'to do; when being come to la Haye in Tow 


rain at the time of year when days are at the longeſt, he would 
after ſupper go take a walk in the Meadows without the City. 
The Graſs was not yet cur, but ready for the'Scythe,when playing 
with ſome of his Followers, (for he was at this tinie in that wan- 
con Age) a Pearl in the faſhiog of a Pear of rwo which he always 
wore in his Ears, fell down into the Graſs, wichout being at pre- 
ſent perceiv'd by him. Thoſerwo Pcarls were noted for the tair- 
eſt of that time, each of chem being valued at ten thouſand 
Crowns. The men of the French Court in thoſe days vs'd to trick 
themſelves with ſuch things as thele , which now even amongſt 
the Ladies are ſcarcely any morein uſe. The Dukegoing ac nighe 


ro pur off his Pendants, before he went to Bed, perceiv'd one - 


of them to be loſt: the night was already ſhut up;; and in the 
cleareſt light of day it had been almoſt impollibleto have found ſo 
little a thing}, in lo great a clutter of thick, 'and deeþ'Graſs , as 
in that place cover'd the face of the ground. He had: nevertheleſs 
ſo great a confidence in his good luck, as' to command one of his 
Valett's de Chambre to go ſeek his Pearl, and to bring it to him ; as 
if he had been in fee with Fortune, and that ſhe had been oblig'd 
ro ſecond all his deſires. But ir ſo fell out , that ſhe immediatel 
put that into the hands of the Valette de (hambre, which he de- 
ſpair'deverto find, and he brought the Peatl preſencly back to his 
Maſter : athing that rendred all the Cormpany no leſs aſtoniſh'd 
at the confidence the Duke had in his good Fortune, than ar his 
good Fortune i ſelf. 

After theſe digrefſions itis now high time for us to purſue our 
former Diſcourle. The ( ount de Maille then being return'd from 
Court inthe beginning of Winter, found the Dukefall'n ſick of 
a very troubleſome Diſcale. This ſeaſon for ſome years paſs'd had 
been ſo inauſpicious to him, that he would ordinarily call it his 
Enemy, as itprov'd in the end, and that to ſuch a degree as to 
deprive him of his Life. At this time nevertheleſs it contented ic 
ſelf alecond timeto aflit him with another defluxion of Rhume, 
which having run through all the parts of his Body with excra- 
ordinary torment, left him ar laſt in ſo great a weakneſs , that he 
Jay near ſix months before he could recover to any indifferent po- 
ſture of health. In this tedious, and troubleſome Sickneſs , he re- 
ceiy'd 


= 
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ceiv'd very great comfort in the company of theDutcheis de la/ alette 
hisDaughter-in-law,and theMarquile dela Palette his Grand-child, 
who forſook the Court to attend him in his Solitude, and Retire- 
ment.Both theſe arriv'd at Plaſſac ſometime beforecthe Dukes Sick- 
nels : The Marquis dela Yalette, now Duke de ( andale, had been 
there a good while before, the Duke his Grand father having re- 
ſolv'd himſelf ro take care of his Education, and to form him be- 
times to thoſe great Aftions;of which his Predeceſſors had lefr him 
ſo beautiful Examples. In the ſweet Converſation of this innocent 
Family , did this I|luftrious old man flatter his Grief, and deccive 
his Afflidtions ; creating to himſelf a kind of fruition our of that 
Confinement, and Privacy, his Enemies had for a puniſhmenr 
inflited on him. Living in this Calm of Repoſe, which the 


Tempeſts of his Fortune had art laſt fretted themſelyes into , and. 


hoping therein to ſpin out the remainder of his Life , he was ſur- 

riz'd with an unexpeRed Command from the King, to leave his 
Houſe of Pla, and to remove thence to Loches. And ſecing 
this Afﬀair (of it ſelf untoward enough) was the fountain from 
whence ſeveralother afflitions deriv'd themſelves, which allo in 
the end occaſion'd his Death, it ſhould nor methinks be imperti- 
nent togivea full Relation of a Tranſation , by which we are 
now about to conclude his Life. 


From the time that the Count de Soiſſons departed from Court The ettte 


roretire himſelf to Sedan (of which we have already ſpoken) this 
Prince had reſted content with the enjoyment of his own Eſtare, 
and the payment of thoſe Penſions afſign'd him from the Crown, 
and (it has been ſaid ) that had thoſe Penſions been continued to 


of che AF- 
fairs of tie 
Kingdom, 
from 
whericethe 
Cariinal 


him, would have remain'd in the ſame quiet poſture wherein he t99% occali- 


on £0 fend 


had liv'd ever ſince his departure from Court, chooſing rather to ;1,. 1.1. of 
languiſh in Sloth, and our of all Employment, than by his Am- &permenco 


bicion to diſcompoſle the Peace of his Country. But as if his Ene- 
mies had been diſpoſers of his Deſtiny ,: they would never grant 
him thoſe juſt, and reaſonable condicions he deſir'd ; infomuch 
that they impos'd upon him a'neceſfity of applying himſelf ro Fo- 
rein Princes. Theſe therefore having ſupplied him with ſome 
Forces, his own Intereſt having procur'd him ſome others with- 
inthe Kingdom, and the Duke de Bojallon (who was equally in- 
rereſted with him in his cauſe) having arm'd a great number of 
his Friends, he of alltheſe together made up a very conſiderable 
Army. Thele Forces however , how great loever they were, 
would notwithſtanding have given the Cardinal no very great 
Alarm, had he not found withal, that even at home there was 


ſo formidable a Faftion form'd in this Prince's fayour, as that the 
Kkkk 2 | King- 
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”—_ Kingdom was univerſally engag'd in his deſigns : But:when he 


1641, 


faw that the people openly declar'd in his Quarrel , arid that the 


LY WV whole Frontier of Champagne , together with the beft 'Cirics of 


that Province, threatned to revolt in his Favour, that Paris it ſelf 
open'd her Arms to receive him; -'and-that it Was to be fear'd, if 
ſome ſudden courſe was not taken, that without a blow ſtrook, 
or the leaſt reſiſtance, he ſhould ſee himſelf reduc'd to his Mercy 
then it was (as has been reported) that he ſeriouſly reptented him- 
ſelf he had not been more juſtto him , and that he had not ren- 
dred himſelf more facile co his equitable demands : Bur having 
fraicleſly attempted to quiet this ftorm, by ſome overtures of Aces 
commodation, thoſe Propoſitions being rejeRed, ' there was now 
a neceſſity of coming to the deciſion -of Arms. The Cardinal 
therefore endeavour'd with all imaginable expedition to oppole a 
good Army againft himt under the Commandof the Mareſchal de 
(haſtillon , ro whom he alſo gave expreſs Orders ar anytand to 
hazard the fortune of a Bartel, before the evil diſpoſitiotis of the 
people could produce thoſe finifter effe&s , he had all the reaſon 
in the world to apprehend. In this poſture of Aﬀairs, his moſt re- 
doubted Enemies, beingthe Great Ones he had offended,” he' con+ 
ceiv'dit in the firſt place neceſſary to ſecurethe Duke of Eſpernon, 
nor doubting but that a man of his known ſpiric,, and'ſo highly 
offended by him, would take hold of the firſt opportunity to re- 
venge himſelf of thoſe inſupportable Injuries he had ſo continu- 


ally rec:iv'd at his hands. Bur over and above this jealouſic which 


the Cardinal had reaſonably enough conceiv'd upon the foremens» 
tion'd accounts, the Duke's ill Fortune would moreover ar this 
time joyn with his Eneniy to give him ſome colourable pretence 
for this new injury, and injuſtice. Allthe Kingdom believ'd thar 
the Cardinal de la Palette had before his Deceale, obtain'd of this 
oreat Miniſter an aſſurance of repole for his Father the remain- 
ing part of his Life; andthere had been no new occaſion of- 
fer'd, that could juſtifie the violation of this promiſe ; ſo that his 
private, and ſolitary way of living ſhelcring him from all the 
Tempeſts of the buſie World, he rhought tolive quiet , and ſc- 
cure in that harbour whereinto even by his misfortunes he had 
been ſo fortunately thrown. In this eſtate a wretched Fellow, ut- 
rerly unknown to the Duke, or to any of his, withovt any the leaſt 
acquaintance with any of his Family, or any frequencation in his 


- Houſe, was ſo malicious,as in his name to goto the Sieur du Bourg, 


Governour of the lirrle Fort the Spaniards had poſleſs'd themſelves 
of ar their entty into Biſcaye, and by me before call'd Socoa , offer- 
ing him in the names of che Dukes of Fſpernon, and dela Palette 


(whom 
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(wham he had never ſeen) avery gear recompence, if he would Anno 

deliver up that Fort intothefr hands. Le Bowrg eafily imagin's 164%. 

chat this place being ſo well knowtr as it was to theſe two Dukes; YV 

could not beſo ardently covered by 'them, it being 'of very little 

importance ; atid conſequently did at the very firlt believe the per- 

fon tharmade him this Propoſition; muſt be ſome Impoſtor, who 

hop'd to obtain/ſome recompence for informing againſt him, and 

afterwards to runaway; bur a Rope in the end was his reward. 

Though (as I have ſaid) le Bourg wellenough underftood this Fel- A malicious 

low to be a Counterfcic, he notwichſtanding either to render —_ 

himſelf more conſiderable attheſe rwo Dukes Expence, or more g2int the 

 exadtly ro diſcharge his Duty than upon ſuch an occaſion he was _— * 

oblig'd to do; faild nor however to give the Court an account of 

the: Propoſition had been madeto him , deraining the [mpoftor 

;Priſoner in the mean time. Whereupon he ſaon after receiv'd 

Orders to deliyer him into the hands of Lauſon Intendant de la Fu- 

Ftice in Guienne ; by whom though he was condemn'd todie, and 

the Sentence accordingly executed upon him , yet at preſent they 

made uſe of this Impoſture to colour a Command to the Duke of 

Eſpernon, to depart from Plaſſac, and to transfer himſelf to Lo- 

ches. Varennes one of the Gentlemen in Ordinary to the King,was 

' appointed to carry this Order, whothe2o®- of June, about two 

of the Clock in the afternoon arriv'd with it at Plaſſac. The Duke 

was at that'time a Bed, where he us'd to take two' or three hours 

repoſe every afternoon ; by reaſon whereof 7arennes being ne- 

cefſicated to attend his waking, he ask'd to ſpeak with the (ount 

de Maillt in the mean time; which he did to anticipate the Duke by 

ſome excuſes, inthat he was ſo unhappy, as to be always ſent up- 

on unwelcome Commailſſons ( for it was he allo who in the bu- 

fineſs of the- Archbiſhop: of Bordeaux, had been the Bearer of 

the Order was ſent the Duke to rerire out of his Government to 

Plaſſac.) The Count de Maille, having by diſcourſing with him un- 

deritood Parenne's Errand, doubted not but that the Duke muſt 

needs be infinitely ſurpriz'd at the Novelty of this Command, 

wherefore having conſulted with ſuch of rhe Duke's Servants as 

were of moſt conſideration about him , they concluded ic moſt 

conyenient , that he ſhould by his Secretary be beforchand ac- 

quainted with it , to the end he might be prepar'd to- receive it 

with leſs emotion. The buſineſs therefore being thus order'd 

amongſt them, was accordingly executed, and the Duke was no 

ſooner awake, but chat the Secretary coming to his Bed-f1de, rold 

him that a Gentleman from the King was newly arriv'd , who 

had brought him an Order to depart from Plaſſac, and go away 
| to 


—— 
- 
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Anno to Leches, The Duke, who hadof old fortified his mind againſt 
1646, the worſt of events, and notfindiog in this that extremity of 
WY evils itlay in his Enemies power to 1nfl1Q upon him, without be- 

ing at all mov'd. at the ſuddenneſs of che thing ; calmly reply'd, 
and is that all > After which words a litle compoſing himlſclf; he 
commanded his Secretary to call the Gentlemanin, Yarennes was 
preſencly brought into his Chamber , who, advancing to the Bed- 
fide, preſented him with the King's Letter, which the Duke open- 
ing, he found itto contain theſe words. — x} Dy 


Coun, E \ 

The King's ** Tam ſorry that by your Sons ill carriage, together with ſome 
Hererto {© Intelligence I have lately receiv'd out! of Gujenne,, Iam con- 
Eſpernn, *ſtraindto tell you, that 1 defire you will at preſent leave your 
"*abodear Plaſſac, where you now are, and come to Loches, Y a- 

*rennes one of my Gentlemen, by whom you will receive this 

* Diſpatch, will inform you more particularly of my intention 

© herein, in whom you areto repole an entire confidence, and be- 


_ * lief. In che meantime I pray God, Couſin, ro have you in his 
** Holy ProteQtion. 


From Abbeville this 13" of Fune 1641. 


This Letter being read, and Yarennes offering anewrat the ſame 
excules he had already made tothe Count de Maille, the Duke cut + 
| him ſhort, by celling him , chat whatever came from the King 
was infinitely welcome,and that excuſes were not neceſſary where 
2 man did nothing but what it was his Duty to do; after which 
hefell into a pretty long diſcourſe, wherein he manifeſted ſo much 
judgment, and conſtancy upon ſo unplealing an accident,as made 
every one admire that heard him : It was very near word for 
wordin theſe terms, © Thar threeſcore years being now laps'd 
© ſince he had firſt had the Honour to, ſerve the Kings his Ma- 
* ſters,and toreach ſuch as their Majeſhes had ſubje&ed under bis 
* Authority to obey, it would be inexcuſable in him, ſhould he 
© inthat time have profited ſo little himſelf, as not ro know how 
© in his own perſon to practice the Precepts he had laid down to 
© others: That he was very ready to pay the King all the Obedi- 
* ence his Majeſty could himſelf deſire : That had he a ſufficient 
* ſtock of ſtrengrh, and health to perfarmthat Journey Poſt , he 
** would immediately mount ro Houſe , by that promptneſs to 
© ſhew how every Subject ought to 9bey his Prince; not that he 
** did not nevertheleſs underſtand hitaſelf to be very unkindly 
| i us'd, 
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*us'd, and look'd upon this proceeding 45 exceſhvely ſevere ro Arno 
" hin who had never fail 'din the leaſt in his Majeſties Service, 64x: 
* andto whom no one living could impurethe leaſt offence to his 
© Dury : * That his Enemies made ictheir pterence to uſe him ill, 

© from theill carriage of his Son; as if a Farher could be any wiys 

© reſponſible for the defaults of his Children,or ought to ſuffer for 

** their Offences, - Nor thar | do (be preſently caught himſelf )-in 
"rhe leaſt confelsrhoſe wherewich they have charg'd my Son the 

* Duke de la Yalerre;” he is an honeſt man, and innocent t' and 

" had the King been rightly inform'd of his Actions, his Majeſty 

© might with betrer reaſon have commend&dhis Services , than 

* (as he is pleas'dto do) to condemn his Condu. Upon which | 
expreſſion, excuſing himſelf for tha lictle eſcape of his reſentment, 
he proceeded to lay , © Is it not very hard that my Enemies will 

© expoſe my old Age to the ſcorn, and mockery of the one half 
* of the Kingdom Tam to paſs through to the place of my Exile ? 

* Why will they not at leaſt give me leave to Kiſh the ſmall re- 

E mainder of my days I haveto live in theobſcurity of this Soli- 

© ende? After which, asking him if there was any time limiced 
for his ſetting our, or if he had receiv'd any Order to-cominue 
with him till his departure ? and Varennes having deny'd both the 
one, and the other, he continued to ſay, ** That fince they were 
*© pleas'd to proceed ſo favourably with him, he would benoill 
* Husband of histime: Thar he would pive order to have his 

* Equipage made _9r with the ſooneſt; | but that he had let 
« them hang by to ruſt, and rot for four years together , that 

* he had been in that Houſe, In the conclulion of all, Yarennes 
having entreated an Anſwer to his Letter, the Duke gave him one 
in theſe terms: | | 


SIR, | 
* I have by. the Sieur de Yarennes receiv'd the Command your The Duke 

*© Majeſty has been pleas'd to ſend me coquir my Reſidence in chis of Z/prr- 

| _— , non $ cer 
** place, andto goto Loches, upon ſome information your Ma- «© the Kiog- 
« jeſty has receiv'dtothe prejudice of the Duke de ls Valette my 
© Son. If my ſaid Son continue to follow my Counſels, and Ex- 
* ample, as Lam certain he will ever do , he can never commit 
* any thing that may either offend your Majeſty , or that ſhall be 
* unworthy of his Birth. For what concerns my ſelf Sir, who for 
*.rhreeſcore years pals'd have never'ceas'd to render the Kin 
'*your Royal Predeceſlors, and your Majeſty all ſores of faichful, 
& 2nd humble Service, and Obedience, I ſhall continue with all 
< poſlible expedition to teftifie my reſpe& to this new Command. 

It 
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Anno «lt is erue,Sir, that I am ſomething ſurpriz'd at ic, and tha: having 


1641 , 


&* continued now four years togethctin this Houle , 1 had ſet up 


WOW E my reſt, and concluded here to end my-days;; by which mi- 


The gene- 
rols pro- 
ceeding of 
the Mareſ- 
Chal de 
-Scommberg. 


*« fake lamar preſent utterly deſtiture ipage both for 'my 
«ſelf ;,my Daughter-in-law , and-my lictle-Children': but [ 
<« ſhall with all poſſible diligence make my-preparation., and 
5 though my Health. be exceedingly. impait'd ;, both' by my 
cc great Age, and my late Sickne(s : which having detain'd:me.four 
* months in Bed, has lefc me in; a very. weak. condition : I ſhall 
« notwithſtanding chearfully expoſe my litdle remainger-of Life, 


*tothis long, and troubleſome. Journey , in:obedience to your 


ec Majcſtics good pleaſure, and ſhall chink my: ſelf exceeding hap- 


* py, if I may conclude it in manifeſting my 'Zeal;and Paſſion, as I 


& hayecycr done my Obedience, and inviolare Fidelity, &&c.. 
From Plaſſac this 20% of Tune, 1641 :: 


Neither in this anſwer, nor inhis Diſcourſe..ro Yarennes, had 
he made any Reply to that part of, che King s Letter, which men- 
tion'd the intelligence his Majeſty had receiy'd.outof Guienne , fore 
aſmuch as he was as yet totally ignorant of the buſineſs,of Socoa : 
but having ſometime after underſtood that his name had been 
made uſe of in that Aﬀair, he- conceiv'd it very neceſſary for him 
to addreſs himſelf ro the Mareſchab de Scomberg,; to requeſt that he 
would penctrateinto the bottom of that Impoſture, that ſo he 
might be ableto inform his Majeſty of the;truth of the Story. 
This Mareſchal had'been withdrawn from his Government of 
Languedoc, as well as the Duke of Eſpernon had been out of that of 
Guiexne : but being it had been done without any viſible. mark 
of Diſgrace, and only outof deferenec to the Prince, who was 
impatient of the leaſt contradiftion from any of the Governours 
of the Provinces, where he hadany thing to do, he had been 
diſmiſs'd with an honourable Commiſhon into Guiemne, to Com- 
mand as the Kings Lieutenant in chat Province. His carriage 


there towards the Duke of Eſpernon was very,different from thar 


of thoſe who had preceded him in that Employment , he highly, 
and publickly declaring, that he ſhar'd in che feeling: an honeſt 
man ought to have of the ill uſage had been inflicted upon a man 
of that eminent Qualicy, and who. bad: ever behav'd: himſelf 
without all manner of reproach': Neither was this the only te- 
ſtimony of his Friendſhip , he,proceeding from theſe favourable 
expreſſions, to effeRtgof a much more obliging,nature. ,They had 
propos'd to him, the Government of Guienne in recompence of 
x that 


— 
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that of Languedoc (with the privation of which he had alſo been pry 
tacicly chreatned) bur. all choſe offers, and menaces could never 1644, 
prevail. upon him, he:profefling: that he had much rather chooſe WW 


co be without -any-Employmeac at all., than to be inveſted with 
the ſpails of| two perſons-of that eminent condition yer living; 
and-Wwich, whom hewas not convinc'd that; any fault could juſtly 
be found ;; exerciſing moreover the Commiſſion he had there with 
{o great tenderneſs/and reſpett tothem, that though he had there- 
by as ample Authority, as he could himſelt defire ; be would 
notwichſtanding never. come to'execute any..of his FunRions ar 
Bordeaux, the Capiral;Ciry of that Province. He would ;not fo 
much as, come near it; but-comented, himſelf-co ſtay- ar- gen, 
which he madc the ſcat of his reſidence wull his return'into-Lan- 
guedec 3, and whereasothers, who had commanded there before 
him, . bad carried themſelves very rudely to- the Duke's. Friends, 
and Seryantsthere, the Mareſchal on the contrary took them into 
his elpecial Truſt, and Favour, congeiving he: could not make a 
bercer choice , than of ſuch men, as had pafs'd the gryal of his 
late Adverſity. This noble way af proceeding had fo highly ob- 
lig'dthe. Duke, that he made no difficulry g0, ſ9litice his Favour , 
athing he had never done to any; ſince his perſecution ; he wric 
to him therefore before he departed fromi Plaſſac, - jntreating him 
to. cauſe the Impoſtor by whom, he had been accug'd: co. be 
chroughly ſifted, chat he might be abls,cþ ſartisfie che\Court. of 
what.could bediſcover'd from his Examination. The- Mareſchal 
upon this Letter did the Duke all the good Offiges could be; expe- 
&ed from his generons and noble Nature, ;and writ fo favourably 
ro the Council jn his behalt,as from des Noyers-Secretary of Stare ro 
obtain this anſwer : a Copy whereof he ſent to the Duke. 
© For. what concerns the Fellow that is detain'd Priſoner ar 
© Seacoa, I could have wiſh'd that Monſitur du, Bourg had betrer ex- 
« .mined the buſineſs, before he had acquainted the King wich 
 &{t, and brought ſo greatan inconvenience upon perlons of thac 
* condition :. Monſieur de Lauzon, who is at Bayonne, will in two 
« hours time be able to clear all doubts , oblerving che Order [ 
<« have ſent him according to your defire. In effe&t the buſineſs 
was perfectly clear'd, and the Dukes Innocence ſufficiently mani- 
feſt : bur notwithſtanding the relolutions that had been taken 
againſt him were nothing alcer'd; neither indeed did he folicic 
any thing of tharkind, nor would addreſs himlelf to. any other, 
ſaving the Mareſchal ds Scomberg only, his deſiga being only to (e- 
cure his Reputation, and notto receive any the leaſt fayour from 


his Enemies. | 
| | LI 


Yer 
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dro Yerwhatever he had ſaid to Yaremes , or: whatſoever he had 

1641. writtothe King m— the diligence he would--uſe ro pur 

CY himſelf upon his way ; he id-notfor all thatmakeſo much haſte, 

- Fray thatchree weeks arleaſt were notlaps'd befare he beganhisJourny. 

non's irreſo» He ſpun opt the preparation of his Equipape in =_ length, and 

pan lgeÞ although he at firſt manifeſted anabſolute, and franck'dilpofirictt 

Journey of to depart,'cither the renderneſs, and apprehegfion of his Friends, 

Licht, orbis own doubts; and diffidences,--had poſlels'd hirn with fo 

great a jealouſie, that he could not eaſily perſwade himfdlf to-per- 

form athing'he ſaw was nevertheleſs by no-means to'be avoided. 

Some;who would ſeem to be moſt ſolicirous of his Perfon, and 

Safety; had often repreſented cohim, -** Thacche Caftle of Loches 

& was a Priſonof State : Thar'it had already been made uſe of 

*One © jn that nature-ypon very conſiderable * vecafions : 'That it be- 

Rees. © ing fitugtein'the heart of the Kingdom , 'bis' Captivity would 

vilawhen be themore' ſevere, by how-much there >was' no poſſibiliry of 

= wh pak « an eſcape; and tht ſo foon as he:ſhould* be. come thicher , it 

ſ-re chither #® would be in the power of any one of «che Exempes-des' Guardes, 

,96 e230) **ro charve theGarrtilon, and to make hinlſelt Maſter of the Gate 

Pier the © to engage his Liberty forever./ Ic was no hard matter roforeſce, 

Dzath of _ that all chele inconveniences mighe poſſibly arrive : but being his 

Gels ic forbearitgtogo, would inevitably convince him of the? bigheſt - 

Blots, diſobedience, clie-dilcreeter ſorrof mien concluded icthe fafelt for 

him-to ery if he could net avoid the urmoſt extremes, by an entire 
confidence in his Mijeſties Juſtice , and in outward ſhew to per- 

form thar with great alacrity, *and freedom , which in effe&rhere 

was a neceflity 'upon him, he muſt however do. The Duke ſaw 

clearlyenough into rhe ruth of this [alt advice; yer could he nor 

without great repugnancy, and unwillingneſs follow that Coun- 

ſel ; and the natural deſire of the Liberty , he beliey'd ready to 

be raviſh'd from him (or that at beſt depended only upon his 

Enemijes-Capricio.) poſſeſs'd him with to great a diſquiet of . 

mind, 'as fail'd little of endangering his health by a new relapſe. 

He nevertheleſs by his conſtancy, once more overcame all his re- 

ſentments, and miftruſts, and arming himſelf with a generous 

reſolution, determin'd in the end to do, what muſt either ſpeedi- 

ly be done, or he muſt inevicably loſe himſclf for ever. But for- 

aſmuch as he diſcover'd ſome lirtle beam of hope in the Count de 

Soiſſon's undertaking (whoſe party was tacitly tayour'd by all the 

Male-contents, and with greater reaſon by him, chan all the reſt) 

heoblerv'd ſuch an Order in his departure from Plaffac, and 

chroughout the whole progreſs of his Journey , as on the one ſide 

to ayold the imputation of Diſobedience, ſhould the Connt's AF- 


fairs 
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fairs meet with any ill ſucceſs ; and on the other to bein a condi- das 
tion ſuddenly to return into his Government to fayour his Caule, 1641. 
ſhould there be the leaſt apparence (as there was a great deal) ww W 


that this Prince could receive any advantage by his joyning with 
him. 

The better then to fir all things for his propos'd defign, he 
was neara month in preparing his Equipage: the moſt neceſſary 
chings muſt by all means be bought ar places agreat way-off, 
though they might have been had much nearer at hand; and 
when all things were got ready, he was advis'd to feign ſome in- 


commodities in his Health , asthe remains of his late Sickneſs : 


an advice he fora few days put in practice, though in the end he 
muſt of neceſlity ſer out, and ic was the 1 2*"- day of July. He had 
been ſometime in ſuſpence, whether he ſhould take the Dutcheſs 


_. delaPalette and herlittle Children along with him this Journey, 


or no; he could not inthe great apprehenſions had been infus'd 
into him of theloſs of his own Liberty, conſent that perſons ſo 
dear unto him ſhould bear a part in ſo greara Diſgrace ; who as 
they were in other things the greateſt Conſolation he had, ſo 
wcrethey in this none of the leaſt cauſcy of his Afflition : but 
their Piery ſoon cut off all deliberation, and they carried that by 
the violence of their importunity, which they could nor otherwiſe 
obtain of ſo good a Father , and were at laſt admitted to the 


Voyage. 


During theſedelays in the Duke's ſlender Preparation, the 71. c,,,; , 


Soiſſons 

makes great 

—_— 
0 


Count de Soiſſons, and the Duke de Boiillon, had made ſo mighty 
ones wherewith to oppole the Power of the King, that they were 
apparently the ſtronger Party, and in a condition to bring over 
the Victory to their own ſide. The Armies of the one, and the 
other party were ſo near, and both ſo animated againſt one an- 
other, that it was hardly poſhble they ſhould avoid coming imme- 
diately to Blows , every one in his wiſhes favour'd the (ount's 
Deſigns, and allthe people, the Cities, and generally all France 
open'd their Armsto receive him : neither was the Duke of E/- 
pernon ignorant of theſe good diſpoſitions rowards him , with 
whom he wentalong in his Heart, and Judgment; fo that hoping 
much on the one fide, and fearing ſomething nevertheleſs on the 
other, he began his Journey. From Plaſſac, his firſt days Jour- 
ney was to Pons, a League and a half only diſtant from his own 
Houſe, which although a very little one , and that he perform'd 
/itin his Litter, he notwithſtanding went to Bed preſently after 
his arrival, andall the nexcday refted there. The day following he 


went to Cognac, to viſit the Count de Fonzac, in which lictle Town, 


Llillz - which 


r War, 
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Anno which had formerly been a memiber of his Government of Anoon- 
1641. mois, he found a great number of Gentlemen, and Ladies of ye- 
LY ry good Quality, whom the compaflion'of his finifter Fortune 
had aſſembled there to pay him their laſt Viſit , as they belicy'd, 
and as indeed it prov'd to be. He could not upon this occafion, 
- ſogovern his own humour, as to be perfwaded to feign himſelf 
nifpos'd, that being apart he could only play, when thete was 
none by to fee him : but in the great world his Prudence cond 
never obtain ſo great an Authority: over his haughty Spirit : but 
that he muſt ever make a ſhew of more Health and vigour, 'than 
he really had. Aching his Servants were very much afflifted ar, 
as very-much out of ſeafor, ſome of which having repreſented 
to him the example of the Duke of Rherz , who a longtime pre- 
ſerv'd his Life, and kept his Offices , by having with -great arr, 
and induſtry given hopes, that che latter, would ſoon become va- 
cant by the los of. che other; hedeſpis'd that fort of Prudence, 
telling them chat the malignity of old Age , would ſoon -enevgh, 
andto his great griet render him altogether uſeleſs, wichout that 
heneeded to antedate that'unhappy time by attifice, and difiimu- 

lation. | | _ = TOR 001 md ts 
That which 1 conceive made hirn fo tefolute' to deſpiſe all = 
Counſels that carried with ther any-ſimilicude-of feat , wig the 
frequent intelligence he receiv'd from a very good hand of the 
good poſture the (onunt's . Aﬀairs were in: full of which good 
; news he departed from Cognac to goto Neuvy, aHoule belonging 
| tothe Baron of Auton his Nephew, where he-intended to coun- 
rerfeir the ſick man, till he ſhould havecertain intelligence of the 
ſuccels of the (ount's Arms: bur he had no timeto make a long 
diſſimulation of it, for two days after his arrivalat this place, the 
News Counteſs de Brienne paſting that way to go into- Hy2oumois, came 
yagi to give hima Viſic, and broughthimthe firſt news of the win- 

of Eſprraas ning of the Battel of Sedan, bur withal of che:Connt's untia 

| me \ Death, Thecruth of this diſaſter ſoon cur'd the Duke of his pre= 
the Count d: tended 'Indiſpoſition ; he very welt knew that the loſs of this 
Soiſon, Prince did not only rake away the fruits of his'Vietory , but 
pert would moreover infallibly transfer it to che contrary fide : And 
Seden. thenit was that heſaw how much he: ſtood oblig'd to his owti 
| Wiſdom, and how great an error he hadrun into, had he yielded 
' more to the tenderneſs of his Friends, than to his own maturer 
Counſels; for had this news found him yer at Plaſſae, with what 
probable excuſes could he have palliated-the Intelligence , he was 
believ'd to maintain with the Count , 'or what more ſpecious 'pre- 
rence could his Enemics have defir'd, to have addedto theill ulape 
| they 
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did not a little afflit him 3 wherefore- the berter to conceat all 
that had pals'd , he inamediately refolv'd apon ſending away a 
Gentleman to Court with a Letrer antedated fone few days be- 
fore, to theend/it might not'be imagin'd, he had wrir ſirice the 
Death of the Covnt , which Letter contain'd theſe words. © 


*Ifend this Gentleman to acquaint your Majefty with the Obe. The Duke 
< dience I have paid tothe cormmand you was pteavdroſerid mic 0 Fe 
*to £otro Loches t 'tis now fix days. ſince I ſer our'to beptts rhis rothe Kings 
* Tourney , which I ſhould alſo Sir have done much ſooner, 

* would my health have permitted ; or could I withtefs croyble 
_ * haveprocurdthe Equipayes neccffary for my 'depariure. From 
© the time that I have beea in a conditton to move; 1 have been 
* in motion, having never had the leaſt zepugnancy'to yotr Ma- 
'* jefties command: 1 ſhall ever have'thefame ihelmation ro'odey 
« them, and inthe laft moments of my'Life, make i my glory to 
{© manifeſt co your Majeſty, that I have.never frrery'& from che ab- 
© ſolute Obedience, that was vow'dto you fromyvir birth, by 

Sh; 


p 
Your, Cc. 


SIR, as 


'C 


- 


And being he conceiv'd it not enough to give the King this 
account only, unleſs at the ſame time the Cardmat 'was alſo ſa- 
tisfied with his Condu&, he wrote to him in'like manner , and T 
almoftin the fame words hehad done to the King,” '' Es 
Whilſt theſe Letters were poſting ro Courr', he, by very fhort 
Journeys was ftitl advancing towards Loches , where, notwith- 
anding all the detays he could make, having the” hazatd' of his 
Liberty ever preſent to his imagination! -he chonghtt heſhoufd but 
too ſoon arrive. With theſe melancholy thoughts going on to 
Poittiers, the compaſſion which the'principat Officets, and the 
people of that City manifeſted for his' prefent Adverfiry', did 
much avgment his Grief, and'{uſpicion' of ſome fucure m jef, 
He there receiv'd from all the Orders of the Ciry the fame Ho- 
touts, and ReſpeR, as if he Had tilt food inthe higheſt degree of 
his Proſpericy, arid Favour, 'and every one making the ſamere- 
flections upon his preferit condition, rhar he himfelt did ; che peo- 
ple ran from all 'parts to-ſee ſo great an example*of the fiju , 
| . Viciſ- 
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Ann Viciffitude, and Extravagancy of Fortune , which occaſion'd ſo 


acrow'devenin his own Lodgins , as put him upon a reſo- 


VV Jution to go out on foot into the Market-place of the Ciry, which 


was alſo near to his Inne, to ſatisfie the curioſity they had to be- 
hold him : hyr he was thereby in ſo great og to be ſtifled by 
the multitude, thathe had no way to free himlelf , but by the fa- 
your of .his Coach, that he was of neceſfity conſtrain'd to ſend 
for to difingage him. From Poifiers he continued his way to la 
Tricherie , but he had made ſo little haſte withal, as had given his 
| Courrier time to goto Court, and to return, whilſt he had been 

advancing, twelve, or fifteen Leagues of his Journey only, ſo 

that he found him till upon his way , when he brought him this 
Diſpatch from the King. DH 


Couſin, | 

< I was very well pleas'd to find by your Letter , that you had 
*put your ſelf upon your way to Loches , fo ſoon as your 
4 Ficalch would permit ; neither did I doubt, but you would up- 
© 9n this occaſion conform your ſelf unto my deſires: and I do 
* moreover aſſure my ſelf you will ever do the ſame , where 
«,0u will oblige meto continue to youthe teſtimonies of my At- 
* fection; upon which aſſurance I pray God, &c. 


From Rhemes the 21. of Fuly, 1641. 
That of the Cardinal was couch'd in theſe terms. 


| Monkfzeur, | 

_ © The King is very well ſatisfied with your Obedience to his 
«© Commands, which he alſo has laid upon you in order to your 
*« own particular good ; and I for my part have receiv'd a very 
© high contentment in underſtanding by this Gentleman the good 
< diſpoſition whercin you now are; a continuation, whereof I 


© heartily wiſh you, as being, ec. 


To add yet ſomething more to the atisfaftion the Duke had 
receiv'd by theſe two kind Letters , the Gentleman that broughe 
them moreover afſur'd him , that he had obſery'd ar Cour: no 
other than Serene, and Auſpicious Countenances, and that there 
was nothing which for the future threatned any worſe uſage,than 
what he had already receivd : Inſomuch that even his beſk 
Friends there, and thoſe who were moſt ſolicitous of him did be- 
lieye, that had he not already receiv'd aCommand to A” from 

laſſac, 
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Plaſſac, they would not now have enjoynd him that trouble; the Anno 
Cardinal being reaſlur'd by the Death of the Count de Soifſons: 1641. 
bur ſeeing that Order had been already ſenc him , they would ra- SY 
ther chooſe to have itexecuted , contrary to all reaſon , than to 
revoke it with any kind of, Juſtice. Theſe Difpatches , and this 
news from Court, being ſo much'better than-the Duke had ex- 
pected, did a little quiet his mind; fo thatin the end hearriv'd 
at Loches, with much leſs apprehenſion , and far greater chear- 
fulneſs than he had parted from Plaſſac. | 
This fatisfaRionwas improv'd to him' by the extraordinary x1, n.;. 
Acclamations wherewith all the people receiv'd him at his arrival of £/p:rn0» 
there,” which was uponthe third of AuguF#, there being no kind 71/50 
of Honours, nor any evidences of Publick Joy omitred at his is there re- 
Reception. All the Perſonsof Quality , of which there are'a <4 with 
very great number thereabouts, cameto viſit him : The City of our. 
Tours paid him the ſame Reſpe&t , and the Archbiſhop having 
given the example to the reſt of the City , the Chapter , and Pre- 
{1dent alſoſent ro Complement him : beſides which Civilities 
from the'Body in general, and the ſeveral Societies, and Frarerni- 
ties in particular, almoſt all che Magiſtrates, and Officers, ar leaſt 
the moſt conſiderable of chem, came in their own perſons to wair 
upon him; inſomuch that it ſeem'd, whilſt Courced, and Com- 
plemented at this unexpected rate, he was nothing fall'n from his 
former Proſperity, and Greatneſs... All theſe Honours (of which 
he was as ſenſible as any } having reviv'd his Spirits, and conſe- 
uvently quickned, and rais'd his Wit, and Fancy, he made him- 
(clf ro be highly admir'd, by an infinite number of che Curious, 
who being continually asking him athouſand Queſtions concern- 
ing the Stare Secrer of paſt TranſaCtions, he cleard them of ſe- 
veral important Doubts , which few men living could untiddle , 
and explain'd to them many paſlages in d' Avila's Hiſtory , which 
at this time was ſo new in France, thatic was in the hands of very 
few. He had a complacency for all forts of people, far above 
what till now he had ever had, and a gracious and winnings ſweets 
neſs for his own Servants they had never known before: by 
which obliging and free faſhion, together with the antient eſteem 
\ annext to his Perſon, and Vertuc, he in an inſtant won the Love, 
and Applauſe of allthe world. In this publick and univerſal/Fa- 
your, and Reputation, and in the aſſurance had been given him 
from Court, that nothing ſiniſter wasto be apprehended thence, 
the memory of his antient Authority-began again to revive in his 
mind, and that put him upon a deſire to exerciſe ir in this little 
Government; which that he might the better do , he particulacly 
2 inform'd 
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Anno - inform'd himſclf of all che Aﬀairs of the City, and Country about 
1641. ir, he caus'dall the Courriers that paſs'd that way to come- im- 
LY mediately to himfelf,, and: luffer'd nothing of Publick: Buſineſs, 
to be determin'd without firſt giving him an account :: fo char in 
a place where ir ſcena'd he had nothing at allrodo, he was ingeni- 
ous enough-to find-himſelt employment, and to create, himſelf 
ſome diverſion, and delight. | wp Sl. bib;b2h5g 
| Who is ic bur muſt be aſtoniſh'd is his condition''of the 
Duke's, and after ſo many, and ſo great Severities-exercts/d'upon 
him, to ſeeche Cardinal, who was the Authour of all; make no 
difficulty ro addreſsro him, and to requeſt favours at his hands? 
In the height of all his: Perſecutions , chey had Rill xetaind for 
him ſome ſhadow of his Office of Colonel-; and about this 
time oneof his Officers Aide Major tothe Regiment of, Guards, 
. call'dO0camp, haying been flain at the Siege of Aire , Montant his 
| Brother addreſs'd himlelt to the Cardinal, by his Incerceffion. to 
be inveſted with his Brathers Command, The Dyke would 
never deſcend ſo low.towards the Cardinal. (though he had mer 
with ſeveral occafions wherein he might with much morercaſon 
have done it) nor ſo much as after the death of the Cardinal his 
| Son, hebeing (as has been already ſaid) never to be prevail'd up- 
on to ask'him any one of his Benefices : bur Cardinal Richelieu, 
without being mov'd at the genetoſity of this Example; writ this 
Letter to the Duke. | 


Monſieur, 

The Cardi- ** The Sieur de Montant who is coming to Wait upon you, to 

nals Letter **qqake (uit for the Office of Aide Major to the Regiment of 

te Dake ** Guards, formerly poſleſs'd by his Brother , ſlain ar the Siege 
* of Aire, having intreated meto fortifie his Requeſt by my Re- 
* commendation : | write this to ſatisfie his deſire, and to tell 
you, thatin my opinion, you cannot. make choice of any one 
* that will cither be more acceptable to the Regiment , or that in 
«© his own perſon will more worthily diſcharge it. For what con- 
© cerns my own particular, I {hall think my ſelF bighly oblig'd, 
* if you manifeſt co him, upon this occaſion, that my Interceſli- 
* on-has been uſcful co him, and that you have a conſideration 
© forthe Requeſt of 


Monſtepr, 


From Rethel this 28 *- "3 2a 
of July, 1641, - Your, &c, 


There 
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There was not any about the Duke, who, was not aſtoniſh'd 
atthis Requeſt, and he himſelf co that degree, that he had much 


ado to periwade himſelf the Letter was not ſuppoſititious , and WW 


forg'd : having nevertheleſs conſider d how unlikely it was, 
that in ſo publick a thing, any perſon whatever durſt be ſo bold, 
as to countefﬀeit the Seal of fo powerful, and fo fear'd a Mini- 
ſter, he began to ſuſpe&t ic might be ſome Artifice toextraRt from 
him adenial,fromthence to derive a pretext for the future to dil- 


poſe of all Offices that ſhould become vacant in the French Infan- 


try, Without having any more recourſe to him for his Conſent. 
Knowing therefore very well, thathe, who only intreated, had 
Powerto take ; and that he would doubtleſs do it, did he not 
preſently grant his requeſt, he rather quitted to him , than gave 
him the Command, and thereupon ſent him a Letter, of which 
this is the Copy. | | 


Monſieur, 


*©The Sieur de Montant being come to me witha Letter from The Duke's 
«you, wherein you deſire of me in his Favour the Office of 


* Aide Major to the Regiment of Guards, become vacant by the 
© Death 'of his Brother; I was no leſs pleas'd than amaz'd to 
*{ee, that in the Condition Inow am, I have any thing left tha 
* may be acceptable to you, This is it has oblig'd me to diſpatch 
© away this Gentleman , on purpoſe to. bring you a Blank 
©< Commiſſion of the Office you defire , that you may fill ic up 
* with any you have a mind to gratifie with that Command, 
© reſerving to my (elf herein nothing, (ave the ſole ſatisfaction of 
*Jetting you ſee how much I am, 


From Loches this 12%. of Auguſt, 1641. 


The Cardinal would by no means comprehend the terms 
of this Letter, though they were not ſo obſcure , but rhar the true 
ſenſe was very caſte to be underſtood, he accepred the Office 
| however very well, without conſidering nevertheleſs, how few 
occaſions of that kind remain'd to the Duke, wherein to oblige 
his own Servants, and to add yet more to our wonder , return'd 
him thanks in theſe words. 


Monſieur, 
© The obliging faſhion wherewith you have been pleas'd to 


- © ment of Guards, for which I writ to you in the behalf of the 


M m m m Sieur 


Monſieur, &c, 


The Cardi- 
| . | : = nal's Re- 

*gratifie me concerning the Office of Aide Major to the Regi- rarn cocks 
Duke's an* 


Anno 
1641. 


- 
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| | Commot- Yet was notallthe Favour of that time ablolutely contrary to 


ons at . , the Duke, and his Intereſts; and if he was 'by the Car- 

»p by the dinal perſecuted to the degree we have already ſeen, (ing- 

Favourite Mars Grand Eſcuyer of France, and the King's true Favourite, had 

c109-H®7+ atleaſt asgreatan inclination to ſerve, as the other had manife- 

ſted-a deſireto hurt him. This young Gentleman one of the moſt 

accompliſh'd, and unhappy that Nature ever produc'd in his 

rime, either jealous of the Cardinal's Power , or prompted by 

more yertuous and laudable Motives , openly labour'd to over- 

throw his Credic with the King. He had for his principal Con- 

fidents, de Thou, and Fontrailles , both the one and the other a 

articular Friend, and Servancto the Duke of Ejpernon, by whoſe 

good Offices Cing-Mars had been wrought into fo great a kind- 

neſs for the Duke, that he often receiv'd very reſpeQive Comple- 

ments from him. I do not believe notwithſtanding , that the 

Duke had any handin his Defigns , it not ſofar as they might be 

conducing to the Service of the Queen, for in truth he had ſo 

wholly devoted himſelf tothe Service of this Princeſs (every day 

threatned with the loſs of the King by his continual Sickneſlſes) 

that he was reſoly'd, upon occafion, to expole all things for her 

Service, and that of the Princes her Children, a diſpoſicion in him 

the Queeniwas very well afſur'd ol: Neither did ſhe a lictle rely up- 

on the Credit, and Fidelity of ſo conſiderable a Servant. As to 

the other diſorders of the Court, I very well know he did by no 

means approve them : bur on the other (ide fearing leſt Fon- 

trailles , whom he entirely lov'd , ſhould engage himlelf too far 

inſchoſe FaRtions, he never writ to him, though he did it very of- 

* Above all: ten, without adding in a Poſtſcript under his own hand. * Sur 

my tout gardez, vous de la Baſtille, an advice he as diſcreetly follow'd, 

Battille. and in good time : But for de Thou , being come to ſee him at Lo» 
ches, ſoon after his arrival there, I know very well, as havin 

been a Wirnels to ir, that he exhorted and conjur'd him by all the 

Ties betwixt them , to forlake the frequentations , and engages 


ments he had at Court, and to ſettle himſelf ro ſome moderate 
- _ conditi- 
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condition in the Long Robe , which he had taken upon him,; 


He hadacquir'd ſo many rare, and eminent qualities proper for 


that calling, as might have rendred him one ot the greateſt men! 


of the Profeſſion : and beſides that, che Duke was induc'dtogive 
him theſe prudent Exhorrcations , by the conſideration of their 
Alliance, and che AﬀeRion and Eſteem he had for his perſon, 
he did moreover herein not a lictle gratifie the defire of ' his Rela- 
tions, and Friends, who, knowing what a Power the Duke had; 
with him, never ceas'd importuning him to uſe his utnaoft ins 
tereſt, and endeavour to withdraw him from that unquiet kind 
of life, he had for ſome time lead. But his Deſtiny carried it 
above their Prudence, and] Foreſight; and. he mult in the end 
 addtothe number of the llluſtrious unhappy of his time. The 
| Dukehad not the grief of ſeeing his deplorable end, his own 
Death ſometime preceding, as we ſhall ſhortly ſee, and of which 
this in my opinion was the caule. | 
From the time that the Duke of Eſpernon had been efta- 
bliſh'd in the Government of Guienne, he having conceiv'd, 
that to add greater weight to his Authority , ic would not be 
inconvenientto inflict ſome exemplary puniſhment , upon ſome 
notable Offenders : a Gentleman of that Province , but one the 
moſt unworthy of that Quality of any that ever wore that Cha- 
racter , called Madaillan , fell within the danger of his Juſtice. 
The Duke therefore being ſolicited, and importun'd on a thou- 
ſand hands, to cauſe Juſtice to be executed upon this man, foran 
infinice number of Crimes , whereof he ſtood Convict , he at 
laſt arrempted to ſeize him, that he might be brought to con- 
digne Puniſhment : but this wretch as Diftruſtful and Cunning, 
as Villanous, and Wicked, ftill found means to elcape the hands 
of the Serjeants, who-had order from the Duke to apprehend 
him, and lay along time conceal'd in the Province. In the end 
notwithſtanding he was conftrain'd ro fly, which he did, and 
put himſelf into the Enemies Armies, not to Fight, for he was 
never guilty of any handſome Action , bur to Plunder and to 
Betray ; inſomuch thatin a very little ſpace, he had to his other 
Crimes added that of a Fugitive from all Parties. He was in 
Pay with the Imperialiſts , the Swedes , the Spaniards , and the 
States of Holland ; after which famous Exploits he return'd home 
to his own houſe, hoping that time had worn out of the Duke's 
mind the memory of his former Offences: but he ſoon per- 
ceiv'd there was no abiding in the Duke's Government, for men 
of his knownand detected manners, He there liv'd therefore 
in ſo perpetual fear, as made him to keep a kind of Garriſon in 
| Mmmm 2 his 


Anno 


1641- 


WENN 


onſfiear de 
o# in- 
volv'd inche 
Grand Eſ- 
exyer's ruine 


The Ca- 
lumny of 

M adaillan 
againſt che 
Duke, the 
ciuſe of his 
Deathz 
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Anno 


his Houſe ; which the Duke having notice of, he reſolv'd rocauſe 
forme of his Souldiery to beſet the Houle, and by fine forceto take 
him. This Deliberation, which could not be executed withour 
ſome noiſe , gave Madaiflan leiſure ro make his eſcape : he 
took therefore arthis time the way of Italy , and went to Genoa, © 


| wherehe preſented Prince Aria with ſome counterfeit. Letters 


from the Duke of Montmorency, under favour of which, he pull'd 
this Prince of ſome very conſiderable Summes of Money. From 
thence he went to Rome, where he inſinuated himſelf into the Fa- 


_ mily of the Count de Braſſac, Ambaſſadour there for the King of 


Prance, of whom, by virtue of other Counterfeit Letters, he was 
favourably receiv'd .: Bur it is not to be beliey'd how many 
Cheats, Inſolencies, and other abominable Crimes he commit- 
red under our Ambaſladours Protection , till in the end the 


| Count tir'd out with the Complaints he daily receiv'd of his lewd 


Behaviour, was upon the point to have deliver'd him into the 
hands of Juſtice, if he had not fairly ran away. After this man- 
ner Madaillan returns back into France , neither could he poſſibly 
have arriv'd in a more favourable conjuneture for ſuch men as he, 
it being preciſely ar the time of the great Revolts of Guienne , and 
wherein he alſo had the ſhare that was his due. The King being 
willing co communicate his Grace at the Duke's inflance towards 
ſuch as had been guilty of thoſe Diſorders, the ſaid Duke had ne- 
verthelels a care, to cauſe ſuch to be excepted from the general In- 
demnity , as were tax'd with other hainous and notorious 
Crimes, conceiving it neitherjuſt , nor of good Example , thar 

new Crimes men ſhould pretend to Pardon for the old, and 
that by great Offences they ſhould obtain an impunity for others 
of leſs importance.The King maturely weighing thele good Rea- 
ſons of the Duke, proceeded according to his Advice , by which 


. means Madaillan found himſelf in much more danger after the Par- 


don of the other Delinquents, than at any time before he had ever 
been. His Conſcience, beſides the Crimes already mention'd , did 
moreove accuſe him of ſeveral others, of a horrid, and unheard 
of nature, For the inceſt he had comminted with his own 
Daughter, had in his Procels been prov'd againſt him; the 
Parricide having moreover caus'd three Children he had by her 
ro be mutther'd before his own eyes. He had been Convie of 
having four Wives at one, andthe ſametime, and of all the other 
abominable Actions can beimagin'd : what was there then that 
oughrto beſuſpeRed from an Enemy arm'd with ſo much wic- 
kedneſs, and ſo many horrid, and deteſted Crimes 2 , 
This deſperate Villain ſecing himſelf, and his Aﬀairs; in ſo loſt 
and 
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and irrecoverable a condition , and knowing. the perſecution Awno 
the Duke of Epernon , and all his Family ſuffer'd under at that 1641. 
time, took a rcelolution to fall upon him to his final Ruine, and SV 
to aflault him with ſo hateful a Calumny, as that the ſole Actu- —_ 
ſation ſhould of it ſelf, and of —_—_ , put the party accugs'd rvine che 
out of all manner of defence. Big therefore with this accurs'd —» m 
deſign, he goesto Paris, where not finding the King , he ad- 
Ireffe himlelf ro the Dutcheſs of Exmillon ; ro whom conceal- 
ing his Name, as _ roo well known, in a ſtudied Diſcourſe 
of which he was capable enough, he delivers in,great fecrefie, 
Thar there was a Conlpiracy on toot againſt the proper Perſon 
of the King himſelf, and alſo againſt that of the Cardinal her 
Uncle. Neither was he, content to make a bare'diſcovery of the 
pretended Treaſon, and proceeded moreover to undertake to 
juſtifie what he had ſaid by liceral proofs , provided he might 
Have. three. months Protection granted him in- Guienne , where 
his Enemies, he ſaid , had invented falſe Crimes againſt him, 
on purpole to deſtroy him. It is to be preſum'd, he did not 1; a:tifice 
forget the Duke of Eſpernon's name , in this firſt Accuſation, heccin. 
though it was afterwards deny'd at Court, when the buſineſs 
came to be diſcover'd. The Dutcheſs however, intereſted as ſhe 
was in the Pcrſonof the Cardinal, and ſtartled as ſhe' ought to 
be, with the horror of fo prodigious a Treaſon, writ in all 
haſte torhe Court, which was then at Amiens, from whence 
without any difficulty at all ſhe obtain'd the ſafe Conduct Ma- 
daillan had defir'd in order tothe producing his Proofs. He muſt & « 
needs have ſome money allo, which was likewiſe given him, 
' with an Order to take up more in the Province; fo that to the 
aſtoniſhment of all good men , behold this wicked Villain re- 
ſtor'd to his Country , and again ſettled in his own Houſe, He 
preſents his Letters of ſafe Condu@rto the Parliament , where 
they were Recorded, and ſoon after Afſembles all thoſe whom 
the Relation of their Offences could any ways render favourable 
to him, to his own Houſe. Amongſt this ſort of people there 
were three or four notorious Impoſtors, ro whom with the reſt 
of his Complices he very gravely repreſented, © The Obligation He propo- 
*chey all had to him, for the ſpecial care he had taken , both of pn eg 
**rheir Lives, and Fortunes; telling them that he had now that Complices. 
* of the Duke of Eſpernon their common Perlecutor , abſolutely 
*inhispower, todiſpoſle of it to their Benefit, and Advantage : 
** That in order hereunto he had undertaken by his diligence to 
© prove, the Duke bad meditated an Artempt upon the Perſons 
"of the King, and the great Miniſter : That therefore every one 

was 
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Gino * there was todo his utmoſt endeavour, that av a& of that merir, 


1641, © utility, and importance to them all might not be left imperfect ; 


VV © efpecially conkidering , that thereupon depended their happi- 


« neſs, Security, 'Repoſe, and Advancement. Theſe. ptomiles: 
were far greater than: had been any ways neceflary. to allure; ſuch 
mean, and abjet-Minds into: his wicked deſign; ſo thac they: 


J immediately, and withour furcher deliberation, pur their hands 


ro the work : The Secretaries Character 'was caſte enough to be 
imitated ; but they could never Counterfeic the Duke's  Scal, 
which being; very intricate , was exceedingly difficult to. be res 


- ſembled to any tolerable degree, Hadaillan' then ſeeing this 
way would not take, applies himſelf ro one Grillety a notorious 


| The Duke 
1CCEiVes N- 
- reil:gence 

of eM -1.;- 
Ilan: = 19 ou 


i Idirec} ' 


Ring: Leader of the Padders : This Fellow, afterche Defear, and 
Diflipation of his Complices, had retir'd himſelf into a Foreſt of 
Perigort, where with ftrange Boldneſs, and Impudence, he com» 
mitted ſo many Robberies, and Murthers,'| as had rendred his 
name Famous even in the very Court it ſelf.. To this man, as 
he had done before to the reſt , he offers Iademnity, and Re- 
compence, if he would accuſe the Duke of .Eſpernon to havedealc 
with him to atremprt- an-. Afaſſinate upon the Perſons of the 
King , and Cardinal Richeliea;, *Tis ſaid , that, although nou- 
riſh'd in Blood, arid Slaughter,” and oppreſt with Crimes, for 
which he could expe& no Pardon, this man nevertheleſs was not 
wicked cnough to hearken to this Propoſition, inſomuch that 
at the firſt he abſolutely refus'd ro doir ; and it afterwards the 
hopes of Pardon tempted him into that damnable prafice, ic 
was not howeverto perſiſt in his wickedneſs co the urmoſt trya], 
as we (hall hereafrer ſee. | | 

Madaillans pra&tices had alarm'd the whole Country , no body 
doubting bur that the frequent Aﬀſemblies of ſuch a crew of Vil- 
Jlains, would infallibly produce ſome prodigious miſchief. The 
Duke's Servants, of which there were very many in that Neigh- 
bourhood, as in all other parts of the Province, did cafily judg 
that this Conſultation was principally intended againſt him, and 
were not a little troubled ar it:: bur they could not at firſt ima- 
gine the wickednels of theirdelign to beſo great, as itreally was. 
Saint Quentin a Servant from Father to Son, very affe&ionate to 
the Duke's Family, and who had been bred up from his younger 
years with the Duke de la Palette his Son, ſencthe firſt intelligence 
of this Conſpiracy': but it was no other than Conjeure only ; 
the certainty of it was brought the Duke by Auterive, who 


\ came poſt to him (and I think ic was upon the $8: day of 


November ) to diſcover to him the whole contrivance of this 
| treache- 
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treacherous deſign. Another Gentleman a Neighbour of his Anno 


Aﬀeair , of which he was not content to deliver Auterive a 

ſimple Relation by word of mouth only, but would moreover 

give him the whole. Circumſtance of it in writing), that it might 

by the Duke be the berter believ'd. The Duke having read; and 
communicated this Intelligence to ſome of his Domeſticks , was 
ſirpriz'd with ſo great an aſtoniſhment, as the like had never, 

upon any occahhon whatever been obſery'd in him before. He 

was in Bed, according to his cuſtom , though it was in the after- 

noon, whenthis news came to him, and doubtleſs ic was con- 

venient for him , thar it ſhould find him in that poſture, the 

beter torefiſt ſo ſtrange a ſurprize. His firſt thought was, that 

| an Accuſation of ſo black, and odious a nature had not been 
contriy'd without order, and concluded thence , that his Ene» 

mies, weary of his long Life , would at one blow deprive 

him of that , his Eftate, Offices, and Honour. In this and dir- 
violent agitation of mind, which was viſible enough in his patches his 
Countenance ; he commanded: his Secretary immediately to + omg _ 
depart to go with Auterive to the Court. He would ſound juſtific him- 
ro the bottom what opinion they there had concerning this Af- © 

fair ; but he defir'd withal, that the Truth might be exadtly tif 

ted out, that ſo he might have means to juſtifie his own lnno- 

cency, and to cauſe the Authors of ſo damnable a miſchief ro 

be ſeverely puniſh'd, The Secretary. had order to addrels him- 

ſelf ro Monfieur Fabert , at that time Captain of the Regiment 

of Guards, by his means to ger accels ro ( bavigny, the Secreta- 

ry of State, by him with greater facility to be admitted to the 
 Cardinal's preſence. The buſineſs was carried on according to 

the Duke's defire, Auterive and the Secretary , without any dif- 

ficulty, gotto ſpeak with Chavigny , who promis'd the next day to: 
procurethem Audience. ; : 

The next day being come, which was the 15*'- of November, 
they were accordingly admitted into the Cardinal's Preſence, 
where the Secretary having a Letter of Credence from-the Duke 
his Maſter, he advanc'd to preſent it ; which the Cardinal having 
received, and read, hetold him ; ** That Monſieur d* Eſpernon had 
** referr'd the further explication of what he defir'd he ſhould be 
* acquainted withal to him, who was the Bearer, wherefore he 
* defir'd to know what Service he deſir'd of him ? He had been 
before lufficiently inform'd of all by Chavigny , who was there 
prelent : but would nevertheleſs permir, that he who = = 

iver d 
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liverd him the Letter , ſhould again report to him the life of the 
wretched perſon, who had ſo vilely accus'd his Maſter. Where- 
upon the Secretary ſummarily repeated , ** All you have heard 
© before, ſetting out Madaillan in his own colours, and for ſuch 

«© as hetruly was; acquainting the Cardinal moreover of the di- 
* ligence the Duke had us'd to apprehend him , andto bring him 
& ,ocondigne Puniſhment for his many , and hainous Crimes , 
©* making it appear, that from thence proceededthe malice of this 
* Accuſer, and that that was the thing which had prompted 
* him to invent this hateful Calumny , by which he intended to 
« eclipſe the Duke's Honour; intreating him at laſt, as the high- 
* eſt Fayour his Maſter could receive at his hands , to give order 
© that the falſity of this Accuſation mighe be ſtrictly examin'd 
© by any perſon he ſhould think fic co appoint, and nor topermit _ 
© that the moſt ancient Officer of the Crown', who had ſerv'd 
* four Kings without Reproach , ſhould in the laſt AR of his 
* Life undergo the moſt odious of all Aſperſions , without re- 
© ceiving the ſatisfation he might reaſonably promile to him- 
© ſelf from his Eminences Juſtice, and his own Innocency. 

"The Cardinal, after he had hearkened to this Diſcourſe, which 
was pretty long , with great Civility , and Patience, the Secre- 
tary having done, madeanſwer, © That it was true, the King 
& being five or ſix weeks ago at Amiens , MeſSieurs, the Miniſters 
&© who ſtaid behind at Paris, had given him intimation of a 
« man of the Province of Guienne, who dcliver'd himſelf to be 
« Gentleman, and whom they had found to be a man of un- 


- Þe ſlanpiity, that was purpoſely come thither to aſſure chem, 


* that a Conſpiracy had been made in Guienne, to attempt.upon 
« the Life of the King, and that he had offer'd to prove his Ac- 
< cuſation by ſufficientevidence in Writing , under the Hands of 
* the Conſpirators. You will very well judg ( added the Car- 
& dinal) that an Advertiſement of this kind, was of too important 


« . nature to be negleed: but he deny'd withal thatthe Duke's 


© name had ever been mention'd in that Aﬀair; afluring him 
&* moreover, that had it been ſo much as glanc' ar in that infor- 


© mation, he ſhould immediately have concluded the whole 


© thing altogether forg'd, and falſe, as he now abſolutely did : 
« That he knew the Duke to be too good a man to entertain fo 


criminal athought, and that he would ever anſwer for bim, as 
"© for himſelf: That therefore he ought not to concern himſelf 


« about bis Juſtification , and that he had been very well waſh'd 
&© (which was his own cxpreſſhion) butthar notwithſtanding they 


' were to conſider which way to give him fſatisfation, in cauſing 


_ thole 
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© thoſe who had beenthe Authors of bis Calumny,to be brought Amo 
* ro exemplary puniſhment. After which he enquir'd by what 1641. 
means Madaillan might be taken, concluding in the end thacthe GW 


King ſhould give the Duke power to apprehend him, if. poſſible, 
even in Guienne it ſelf; that in the mean time he would give Or- 
der to havehim ſent for to Court, whither jn a very ſhort time 
he had alſo promis'd ta come; that by one means or other, ic 
ſhould be a hard matter for him to eſcape 3 and, that if he did once 
fall into his hands, he would deliver him up into hole of Juſtice, 
as he afterwards did, and in that was very juſt to his word. 

The King's Diſpatch was made ready atthis time 3 but the Se- 
cretary could not however {o ſoon depart , as by this ſucceſsful 
beginning he was in hopes he ſhould have done, Chavigny, who 
had order to deliver him his Diſpatch , appointing him to ſtay 


yet ſome few days longer. But theſe few days were (pun out into 


ſome few weeks, during which interval he had notice given him 
by ſeveral of his Friends, that there. was an Order granted out to 
| Arreſt him, to make him give an account of thoſe Counter- 
fcit Papers were laid to his charge. Theſe advertiſements, which 
he receiv'd from very good hands , did much more trouble him 
for the regard he had to the Duke his Maſter , than for any thing 
that concern'd himſelf; he believ'd that they would proceed in 
this Aﬀair by the way, and in the forms of Juſtice, which was 
nothing conſonant to what had been promis'd him in the begin» 
ning. The Duke's Servants, tro whom he had inſtructionsto 
communicate all things, werealſo infinicely ſurpriz'd at the news : 
bat heforbore not, what danger ſoever had been repreſented to 
him,to appear as at other times in all places where his buſinels lay. 
Afﬀer he had givenall the time was neceſſary , wherein toclear 
. any doubts that might have been ſtarted concerning this Afﬀair, 


and weary to ſee no morethan the firſt hour he came, hereloly'd . 


at laſt, finding hecould obtain nothing from (havigny, ro make 
his Addreſs immediately to the Cardinal himſelf, hoping from 
him ar leaſt tolearn the true reaſons, why he had been thus long 
delay'd. This deſign accordingly took etfe&t , and the Cardinal 
having eſpied him amongſt a crowd of other Solicitors , and 


Suitors that were attending in the Hall , caus'd him preſently to - 
be call'd co tell him, © That upon the hopes Hadaillan had gi- ang mn or- 


*yen him of his coming every dayto Town , he had defir'd he der granced 
to appre- 
c * R , p hend Mad a- 
'© ing there was no end of his delays, he might now return to his drag 
| OmMmPpiICes, 


* might ſtay to be a witnels of his Confinement : bur that ſee- 


«Maſter, andaſſure him, that what he had promis'd upon this 
« occaſion, ſhould be punQually perform'd : Thar it would alſo 
| Nnnn be 


_ 
—— 
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< be neceſſary he on his part ſhould employ all the Friends, and 

1641. © Servants he had in Guienne, to cauſe the Slanderer to be taken, 

WWW <& and that, the thing being of chat importance to his Honour, he 

« did not doubt but the Duke would herein uſe endeavours pro- 

& portionable to the quality of che Aﬀair. Afﬀrer which he 

pour'd out himſelf in ſeveral expreflions of very great Civility 

concerning the Duke : but chey were ſo.diftant from his man- 

ner of proceeding, and io differing from theill uſage he made his 

Maſter at the ſame time undergo ; that giving them no place in 

his belief, he ſcarce allow'd them a room in his memory. Aﬀer 

this manner the Duke's Secretary departed from Court , charg'd 

with Letters from the King, and the Cardinal , which were 
couch'd in theſe terms. | 


- Coylin, Y 

The King's = Having underſtood by the Sieur Girard, the intimation you 

Ferert® 4 © have receiv'd, thatone Madaillan of Sauvetat had an intent to 

Eſpernon. * accuſe you of a deſign to attempt upon my Perſon, as alſo up- 
< on that of my Couſin the Cardinal of Richelies, I write you 
&© this to let you know, lt is my pleaſure , that you cauſe the ſaid 
* Madaillan to be apprehended in any place where he ſhall be 
<« fornd; asalſothe named le Sage , Bois-Martin, Seinyoux, and 
&* 2 certain Scrivener dwelling at la Linde in Perigort, whom, it is 
* (2d, he intends to make uſe of to fortifie his Calumny. I douber 
© not bur you will ule all imaginable diligence to cauſe the fore- 
* mentioned perſons to betaken , and to diſpoſe them into ſome 
* ſecure hold until you receive my further Order. In which afſu- 
* rance I pray God, Couſin, &c. | 


| Ar St. Germaine en Laye this 10+ of Decemb. 1641. 
That of the Cardinal contain'd theſe words. 


Monſieur, 
Tre tar The Sieur Girard will acquaint you with how great facility the 
phrags King has been pleas'd to give way to theclearing the Calumny, 
. Dake of E/- © gyherewith you have dilcover'd ſome malicious -people have a 
frrnu®: * deſign toaſperſe you. Ican afſure you that ſuch a juſtification 
* is not at all neceſſary for the poſleſling his Majeſty, touching the 
© buſineſs in agication , with ſuch impreſſions of you , as you 
* would your ſelf defire: but he will be very glad for your own 
* ſatisfa&ion, thar ſo wicked an Impoſture be puniſh'd according 
©*roirsdeſere, For my own particular I ſhalleyer be yery proud 


£@ 


Book XII, the Duke of Eſpernon. 


—_——— DO — 


wal 


* I have for your Perſon, and how much lam, &c. 7:7: 
vr 7 ; 05 bob 


% . 
, . -* « £ ” 
*+44 C:1Q8;4 
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— 


© to. meet occaſions wherein I may manifeſt how greatian eſteent' Auno 


ng 1641. 
> WEN 


The Duke after the departure of his Secretary was fall'n into ſo 


profound a Melancholy, accompanied with a lingring Fever, that 
the reading the favourable Lettets he brought him back ar his 
return , "Was not of Vertue wholly to cure a Dileaſe that had 
already taken too deep rootin his mind. He was aft:&ed wich 
grick to that degree, that nothing could content him: but he 
was nevertheleſs a little reviv'd to find that this Aﬀair had not 
deriv'd it {elf from the ſource he had at firſt ſuſpected , nor pro- 
duc'd thoſe dangerous effects he reaſonably apprehended ir would; 


In this lictle interval of repoſe, he diſpatch'd Auterive in all dili- | 


genceinto Guienne, with the molt expreſs Orders he could poſſibly 
tell how to give , to cauſe Madaillan, and his Complicesto be ap- 
prehended : | but - it was labour Joſt, he went of his own 
' accord to put himſelf into the Cardinal's hands, who kept his 
word with the Duke, committing him the very day of his arrival 
to the ® (onciergerie du Palais, from whence he came no more 
forth, but to ſuffer the puniſhment of his Crimes. Bur that was 
not till after the return of the Duke de ls Yalette, who with {o 
much. paſſion, and generoſity proſecuted this accurſed Villain, the 
real inſtrument of the Duke his Father's Death, that in the end he 
procur'd his-chaſtiſement by the hand of the Hangman, 

Afeer the diſmiſfſion of Auterive, of which I have now ſpoken, 
the Duke made yet another diſpatch , which allo was almoſt the 
laſt of his Life, and that was to Cardinal Richelieu. All his Friends 
at Court, knowing how civilly the Duke had been us'd by him in 
the buſineſs of Madaillan, had joyntly given him advice to return 
him thanks by ſome cxpreſs Meſſenger ; at whoſe perſwaſions he 
writto him by the (ount de Maille (whom he entreated to under- 
take that Journey) and theſe were the words of the Letter. 


. Monſteur, | 

« After the Fayours wherewith you were pleas'd to oblige me, 
* when my Secretary a few days fince took a journey to waic up- 
« on you, | were of all men hving the moſt ingrate , ſhould [ 
*notto the utmoſt of whacI poſſibly can, maniteſt ro you the 
«che high ſenſe | have of ſo great an Obligation, The care of 
&© which Commiſſion, I thought I could not better entruſt co any 
© than to my Couſin Monſieur de Maille, whom I have intreate 


* O: P:ifons 


The Duke 
of Eſperndn 
ſ:nds a Lets 
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thanks ro 
Cardinal 


Richeiicn. 
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{« to proteſt to you in my behalf, that I will preſervethe memory, 


*« 2nd acknowledgment of that ſignal Favour to the laſt hour of 
© my life.I do beſeech you to believe this great truth, which by my 
* Ations ſhould be juſtified, and confirmed to you, if the power 
* to ſerye you were cual to the will he ſhall ever retain; who is, 


._---. Monſieur, | 
Your moſt Humble, and- :. 
moſt Obedient Seryant,; exc. 


This Complement of Moft Obedient, which I have here pur- 


poſely cranſcrib'd, was none of his uſual ftile, it had now allo by 


inadvertency ſcap'd his Pen, and he ſent an expreſs Courrier af- 
cer the ( ount de Maile, to retrive his Letter ſo ſoon as he perceiv'd 
he had ſubſcrib'd it after that manner: Inſtead thereof ſendiop him 
another with the ordinary Subſcription of Moſt Humble aud 

Hffeftionate, chooſing rather to be thought ſtifle, and pun@illious, 
than to go leſs in the condition hethen was, and to deſcend'to an 
extraordinary civility,. which might rather be interpreted ,'and 


imputed to weakneſs, and want of courage, than.to complacency, 


and graticude. His firſt Letter was indeed never delivered : but he 
allo never {aw it again. His Death preceded the return of the Count 
de Maille, who had ſtill kept it in his hands; and the time was 
now come, when this long life, which had eſcap'd from ſo many; 


_ and ſoveminentdangers , muſt end by a Diſcaſe that was ealaly 


enough to be foreſeen : bur for which no remedy could poſlibly 
be found. 3:2£ 

[ have already given an account of the dangerous effe&, the 
news of Madaillan's : Conſpiracy. produc'd tothe ruine of the 
Duke's Health. And I ſhall now tell you that.ic was a wound 
which jhad pierc'd ſo deep into his heart , as no Balſam , nei- 
ther of the King's, nor Cardinal's civil, and obliging Letters , of 
his Friends Conlolations, or of the conſcience of his own In- 
nocency, of greater vertue than them both, that could be apply'd, 
could poſhibly cure. The affurances he had receiv'd from Court, 
that this Calumny had made no impreflion to his diſadyantage 
there, nor the hopes he had thence receiv'd of receiving thereup- 
on a full, .and honourable ſatisfaCtion, could never fo appeaſe the 
tempeſt of his mind, thatthe diſcontents he hadderiv'd from this 
accurſed cauſe, was not continually working upon all the un- 
pleaſing Objefts his unquiec thoughts could repreſent to his ima- 
gination. He was grown impatientalmoſtof all kind of Com» 
pany; the divertiſements which had formerly been moſt accept- 
| ablc 
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able rohim were become nauſeous, and offenſive, and nothing Hwno 
was now {o pleaſing to him as ſolitude, which till this time hehad 1642: 
ever abhorr'd. An alterarion that he himſelf was very ſenſible of WOW 
and wouldoften ſpeak of itto thoſe with 'whom he was/pleas'd to 

be the/moſt familiar about bim', as a certain preſage of his 'ap- 

| proaching End: he nevertheleſs did all he could to diſappointhis 

ill humour, which he had no way to do but by play ſometimes in 

his Chamber, ſeeing he found himſelf incapable of caking any 

lealure abroad, + 

Thus ſpinning out the ſmall remainder of his life in this per- 
petualtrouble of mind; his ſtrength was every day obſerv'd vi- 
fibly to- impair: not long before he had been ſeen to tire out 
young, and vigorous men with walking (for it muſt needs be con- 
feſs'd-chat never man'perhaps felc the infirmities of Age fo late 
' as he) whereas now, and on a ſudden he appear'd fo faint, and 
overworn, that he could ſcarce take two turns in his Chamber 
without repoling himſelf. It was now come to that pals, thathe 
muſt repoſe for good andall, and theſeyenth of Fanuary, having 
in the night been ſurpriz'd witha grudgingot an Ague , he paſt 
it over with great unquietneſs, and without any reſt ar all. 

The next day notwithſtanding he could make a ſhifc' to riſe to 
talk with ſome of his principal Servants of his Affairs, and to 
make ſome Diſpatches, as in the timesof his better health : bur 
he found withal ſo great a thirſt upon him , as he could neither 
by a Broth, nor two great Glaſſes of cold water, his familiar, and 
bet Remedy, quench, and overcome. He went neverthelels to 
Maſs in a Cabinet adjoyning to his own Chamber , but he was 
notable to ſtay it out: inſomuch thar preſently after che Eleyari- 
on, hewas conſtrain'd to retire , and to betake himlſelf to his 
Bed. And it was for the laſt time, his Fever immediately ſeizing 
| him with ſo great violence, that it never after leſc him , but with 
his Life. een: 

Within afew hours after he had been laid in Bed, Fabert, whom 
he had a paſſionate delire to ſee , and had a long time expetted, 
cameto ſee him. He was by him preſented with a great many 
Letters' from ſeveral of his Friends: But the Duke without 
opening any one of them, contented himſelf with embracing him 
only, and entreating to be excus'd , that he was not in a conditi- 
on that day toentertain him, reterr'd ittill the next morning, in 
hopes by that time to be in a better poſture of Health, Ac an- 
other time his ative, and curious Spirit, that was nevercir'd our 
with buſineſs , would not have referr'd the diſcourſing with a 
Friend he-ſo dearly loy'd , till the morrow: but now, as if he 
; had 
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had foreſeen what a-ſ{mall ſhare remain'd to him of 'Worldly 
things, he had nort.ſo much as the Curioſity-to inform himlelt of 
any. oy ” 

His Fever, which the firſt day was judg'd to be Quotidian (a 
ſort of Ague he  us'd; frequently to have ,-*and which alſo did 
not 2 little concribute to the better ſupport of his Health } conti- 
nued from the firſt, tothe ſecond , andfrom the ſecond;, to the 


third Fir, with ſo excelhve violence , that HMotivier his Phyſician, 


a man very excellent in his profeſſhon , and who had for many 
years been very diligent abour his Perſon , judg'd him trom that 
time forwards to be in very great danger, as well by reaſon of his 
wonderful great Age, and the evil = Rs tnat had preceded 
his Diſeaſe, as fromthe Dilcaſc it (elf. He was therefore of opi- 
nion thata Father Capuchin ſhould be ſent-for, to the end he 
might in due time prepare him for Confeſfion ; the Fathers of 
that Order having a particular priviledge to-adminiſter that Sa- 
crament to him. They were the more haſty co make this-provili- 
on for his Conſcience, by how much they. perceiv'd hirw ſome- 
cimes to fall into Firs of Raving, -which gave them an apprehenſi- 
on, that his diſtemper encreaſing, his judgment might be totally 
taken from him , which notwithſtanding did not ſo fall out. 
This 'good Father being come to the Duke , under pretence of a 
meer Viſitonly, put him inſenſibly upon the contempt of world- 
ly things, and the neceſſity of Death, and camearlaſt by degrees 
to touch alittle ar Confeſſion. The Duke though by this diſcourſe 
he preſently guels'd at the ill opinion they had of him , and thar . 
they began to deſpair of his Life, yer did he nevertheleſs .make 
no ſhew of aſtoniſhment, or ſurprize: bur on the contrary ſub- 
mitting, with great ſerenity, and calmnels ro rhe good Pleaſure 
of Almighty God, he told the Holy Father, © Thar he had bighly 
* oblig'd him in putting him in mind of his Conſcience : That he 
*« was Old, and Sick : Thatin a berter eſtate of Health his end 
&« could not be far diſtant from him ; and that being by the Grace 
« of God a Chriſtian, he intended to dye after a Chriſtian man- 
© ner. After which few words, intreating he would give him 
ſome time ro prepare himſelf for chis Sacrament, he caus'd him 
ro retire into another Room. He commanded his Servants alſo 
to leave him alone, and to depart out of his Chamber ; which 
being accordingly done, after he had two hours recollefed him- 
ſelf, he caus'd the Father to be again call'd in , who could never 
enough commend the Zeal, and Repemancc he oblerv'd in this 
illuſtrious Penitent. It was about noon that he made his Confeſ- 
ſion, and about four of the Clock the ſame day, he defir'd the 
| Holy 
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' Holy Euchariſt, which he receiv'd with ſo great Picty, and Reve. 
rence, aswas nota little edifying to all the Aſſiftants. He ar the 
fame time gavecharge to his Almoner to acquaint him when ir 
was time co receive the Extreme Union, caking order for all 
theſe laſt Ceremonies, with ſo manly an indifferency , and fo 

reat atranquillity of mind, as if he had rather been caking care 
c ſome other in adying condition, than bufie about any thing 
chat immediately concern'd himſelf. He was never heard at any 
time either to wiſh for Life, or to repine at Death; but performing 
without trouble and diſorder what wasto bedone, lo well to re- 
ceive the one, and to part fairly with the other , he, in my opini- 
on, atthis time gave the greateſt proof, and example of his Cou- 
rage, and Conſtancy, that he had ever dene. 

His Diſeaſe growing every day more violent than other , he 
was, the fourth day of his Sickneſs, obſery'd to fall into more 
and more extravagant Ravings, than at any time before, to which 
his Cheſt allo began to be ſo obſtructed , that there was avilible 
difficulty of Breathing : All which dangerous Accidents, and 
mortal Symptomes, in an Age like that of his, making every 
one conclude his diffolutionto be very near, they talk'd co him no 


Anno 
1642. 
WON 


moreof any thing , but God ;: 2 Diſcourſe that he alſo on his - 


part hearkened ro, with great willingneſs , and agention. He 
had at all times had a Crucifix faſtned to his Beds-fcer , upon 
which he now perpetually fixt his eyes,and having caus'd hisChap- 
letto be put about his Arm, becauſe he:wanted ſtrength to hold 
it in his hand, he was continually lifting it to his mouth to 
ki #57} 55> | - | 

The fifth day of his Sickneſs was very much worſe, than thoſe 
that had gone before; and if upon his other days he had had 
ſome intervals of repoſe, the continuation of his Diſcaſe having 
infe&ed all that remain'd in himi of ſound , and uncorrupt, he 
was totally oppreſs'd without any releaſe , or intermiſſion ac all. 
The extremities of his Dilſcale therefore cauſing ic to be judg'd 
convenient to make uſe of the extremeſt Remedies both for Soul 
and Body . his Phyſician reſoly'd upon a Bleeding , and the Ec- 
clefiaſticks upon the Extreme Un&ion , of which the laltnam'd 


preceded the other. About two hours after midnight , the Dut- | 


cheſs de [eV alette, the Marquis , and Marquiſe de la /alette her 
Children, got up to be aſliſting at this Holy Ceremony ; to whom 
the Servants alſo being come in, he in the - preſence of all his Fa- 
mily , with exceeding Meckneſs, and profound Reverence re- 
ceiy'd that Sacrament. | So ſoon as he ſaw the Prieft enter the 
Chamber, he rais'd himſelf up in his Bed, and having pull'd off 


his 


® 
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Anno his Cap, remain'd uncovered all the time of the Adminiſtration, 
1642. making his Reſponces aloud to all the Prayers of the Church, 


LOW N 


and to all the Pſalms, eſpecially the Miſerere, which he repeated by 
heart, with a great many Penitent Tears. This Ceremony be- 
ing over, they left him ſometime to his repoſe, and about ten in 


the morning the ſixth day of his Sickneſs ; and alſo that of his 


Death, his Phyſician caus'd him to be let Blood, He found 
himſelf yer capable of this Remedy , and moreover found by it 
ſome kind of preſent Relicf, his Cheſt was-muchleſs obſtructed, 
and his Deliriums had far longer intervals than before , inſo- _ 
much that he began to have a better opinion of himſelf, telling us 
(as it was very true) that two years beforea, Bleeding had ſav'd 
his Life, andthat he found bimlſelt very mich reliev'd by this : 
but all thefe Hopes were no qther than teeble Rayes , that threat- 
ned us with a ſudden, andfaral Eclipſe. Atthree in the Afternoon 
he appear'd ſo infinitely chang'd, that it was judg'd impoſhble 
for him to paſs over that day ; neither was he himlelf inſenſible 
of it: and certainly it was an extraordinary mercy he receiv'din 
this Extremity, to have his Judgment more perfect , and entire, 


| and his mind better compos'd at this, than atany other time du- 


ring the whole coutſe of his Sickneſs, s 
His laſt ngoments he employ'd in entertaining Fabert , fram 


 theday of this arrival he had never ſeen him; but having now 


The Duke's 
laſt requeſt 
tothe King 
concerning 
his Chil- 
dren. 


on a ſudden remembred he was in the houſe , hecaus'd him im- 
mediately to be call'd, where, after he had embrac'd him in his 
Arms, hetold him, © That he would not now loſe time in gi- 
*ving hinwnew aſſurances of anAﬀe&ion,which would hencefor- 
« ward be uſeleſs to him : bur that he would conjure him by thoſe . 
© teſtimonies he had ſometime receiv'd, that he would preſerye 
© his to his declining Family : That he did entreat him to aſſure 
* the King he dy'd his Majeſties moſt humble, and moſt faiths 
*ful Servant, and in his Name humbly to beſcech him, to Ho- 
«© nour his lictle Children, whom the Diſgrace of the Duke their 
© Father expos'd to infinite Injuries, with his gracious Prote&i- 
©* on.: That they had the Honour to appertain- to, his Majeſty : 
© That nothing could be imputed to their Innocency,, and that 
© he hop'd they would one day by their Services manifeſt their 
© Gratitude for his Bounty, and Favour. Though to render the 
King more fayourable to this Requeſt, and to_thoſe Relations 


he didrecommend thereby, there ſeem'd to bea kind, of ne- 


ceſſity that he ſhould alſo' ſend ſome Complement to the Cardi- 
nal, he did not do .it nevertheleſs, which ſome of his people 
thinking he had through forgerfulneſs omitted , they made bold 
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to put him in mind - to whom aſter a little pauſe, he return'id Amo 


——— 


 noother anſwer, but that he was his Servant. The ſame Com- 1642. 
_ plement , but with a very great deal of difference in the ten- WW 


de: manner of delivery , he ſent to the Chancellour Mon- 
fieur Seguier , who had ever manifeſted for him a conſtant , and 
inviolate Friendſhip; as alſo to ſeveral other Perſons of Qua- 
lity at Court, The ſeverity that had been exercis'd upon his 
Family , making him believe that their Enemies aim'd at no 
leſs, than their total Ruine, he would enjayn Fabert of all 


his Governments, and Commands to ask the Caſtle of Loches 


only in favour of the Marquis de 1a Palette his Grandchild, ' and 
that only , becauſe ſecing himſelf upon the point to expire, 
he could have wiſh'd, that his Body after his Death , mighc 
have been in the power of no other , than thoſe of his own 
Blood, A requeſt ſo modeſt, and ſo inconſiderable in it (elf, 
that he doubted not, but ir would be cafily granted, and that 
he might have retriv d this little piece from the wrack of his 
great Fortune : but he was deceiv'd, and the ill nature of his 
Enemies was ſuch, that eyen that was alſo deny'd him. 

After he had diſmiſs'd Fabert , he caus'd the Dutcheſs de ls 
Palette his Daughter-in-Law , che Marquis de la Yaletce , and 
* the Marquile his Siſter to come to his Bed-ſide, co whom after 
he had .in general deliver'd himſelf in ſeveral expreſſions of 
great Paſſion, and tenderneſs, and exhorted them go Unity, 


and Mutual Aﬀettion, directing his Speech to the Marquis, 


* He in the firſt place recommended to him the Service of God, 
© and next that of the King, without ever alienating himſelf 
© from it upon any colour, or pretence whatever : to honour 
* his Father, and in whareſtate ſocver to pay him all the Duty, 
* and Service of a good, and Obedicnt Son; and never to rc- 
* member the Injuries had been done him ; of which he charg'd 
* him in expreſs terms to retain no kind of rclentment ; = 
* ring them all, that living in that Unity, and good Intelligence 
_ * with one another, he had recommended to them, God Al- 
* mighty would bleſs them, as he bleſs'd them with all his 
* heart. After which , proceeding to ſome conſolatory Ad- 
monitions, wherewithal to moderate their Grief, he with 
great difficulty lifred up his hand to give them his laſt Benedi&i- 
on. This Aion thus pals'd, he turn'd himſelf to the other 
ſide of the Bed, either to repoſe himſelf after this laſt effort of 
his Spirits, and Voice, or to conceal his Tears, which although 
by tenderneſs, and good Nature, rather than want of Courage, 
extracted from' him; yet would he not be reproach'd with ſuch a 
oe Oooo weak- 
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Anno weakneſs , {till retaining ſo much vigour, as to maintain de-' 
1642. "cency., and the conſtancy he had ever manifeſted in all his Acti- 
WY ons, even indeathit ſelf. He+was heard indeed to' ſerch ſome 
profound ſighs, and often to repeat the name of his Son de laYa- 
lette, who of all his Children had ever been deareſtto him: bur 
that alſo was all he yielded to the impulſe of nature, in this final 
Separation: ; v2 
Having thus paid ſome Sighs to his Grief, ſeveral good, and 
Learned Divines, who wcre aſliſting about him , again- pur 
him upon the Diſcourſe of Piety ; and the forgiveneſs of his 
Enemies ; to whom he ſtill conftantly reply'd ; that he freely 
forgavethem all, naming withal thoſe from 'whom he had re- 
ceiv'd the greateſt and moſt irreparable wrongs: when fome of 
them, more zealous than the reſt, '{ceing him in ſo good a dif- 
ficion , ask'd him if he did not allo forgive his Servants, 
who had any way diſpleas'd him ? To whom he again” reply'd, 
that yes, and withal bis heart :'-but there being one of them; 
who afew days before he had fall'n upon with-very ſevere, and 
paſſionate Language,” the ſame perſon who hadengag'din the 
former Interrogatorics , proceeding (indiſcreetly enough) to ask 
him, if be did nor alſo ask' patdon of thoſe he might have _ 
| himlelf offended ? His courage, nor totally abated in! this laſt 


/ s 


extremity, being a little inflam'd at the propoſal of this reci- 
procal ſubmiſſion ,'*+ he made .anſwer , that it was ſufficient, 
he had pardon'd thoſe of his :people who had offended him, 
and that he had never heard, that to dye well a Maſter was 
* Amends obligd to make * Honourable SatisfaQtion to- his own 


(io- ; _ Gp , 
boner 5 Domeſticks. Thoſe who were ncareſt to him! perceiv'd him 


thing more, to be a little. tranſported at that word: but it was very eafie 
but wir to pacific, and compoſe him , and after that nothing ' was 
intended by heard from him but ardetit Prayers to God : . neither was he 
the Aurvor obſery'd todo any thing more, than to turn his eyes'towards 
FR the Crucifix, and to kiſs his Beads. Inthis condition he lay, 
when his ſtrength viſibly impairing , but his mind remain- 
ing.in agreat tranquillity, and calm, they perceiv'd him by lic- 
tle' and little ro decline, and faint away , ſenſibly obſerving 
His Death. Death to diſperſe -it- ſelf over all his Limbs. His Legs firſt 
orew ſtiffe, and cold'; which cold in a few hours ſeiz'd of 
his other parts, - till .ir.came- at. laſt to his Heart, Thus the 
thirteenth day of Faunary ,,  and+the fixth -of his Diſeaſe}, * he 
dy'denviron'd: by three of his \Children, ſeveral Divines, and 
all his Domeſtick Servants ; the laſt whereof having with' un- 
parallel'd Care , and Diligence attended him all the time of his 
[419g Sickneſs, 
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Sickneſs , continued ſtill the ſame Services, and Reſpe&, cill Awmo 
chey brought him to his Grave. - He was entred into the four- 1642, 
ſcore, and eighth year of his Age, by which long ſeries of time WWW 
he had had the advantage of ſecing himlelf the moft Ancient 
Duke, and Peer of France , the moſt Ancient Officer of the 
Crown, the moſk Ancient General of an Army , the moſt An- 
cient Governour of a Province, the moſt Ancient Knight of the 
- Order, the moſt Ancient Counſellor of State , and the Oldeſt 


Man of Condition almoſt of his Time. 


| The End of the Twelfth and Laſt Book of the Life of 
the Duke of Eſpernon. 
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His Compendium of Muſick, in five Parts, Octavo, 

Biſhop Sawnderſons Five Caſes of Conſcience, Octavo, | 
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